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RIGHT  HON>h'  LORD  HOLLAND, 

«^ 

WB08B  MAMB  WILL  ALWATt  BE  ASSOGIATBD  WITH 

THAT  or 

NAPOLEON, 
ruR 

TUB  NUBLK  BXPRBS810N  UF  HIS  SYMPATHY 
WITH 

TBS  OllflUt  AND  MI8PORTUNES  OF  TUB  FALLEN  BMPBROB, 

DURING 

THB  LONG  PERIOD  OF  HIS  RXILB, 

THESE  VOLUMES 

WITH  HIS  LOBDSHir'S  KIND  rBBMlSSlON. 
BBSPBCTPOLLT  INtCBIBBI^ 
•T 

THB  AUTHOR. 


PREFACE 


N  COMPILING  a  new  History  of 
Napoleon,  it  has  been  the  object  of  the 
Autlior  tu  relate,  as  clearly,  condaely, 
and  impartially  as  possible,  the  great 
events  which  his  work  necessarily 
embraces.  The  pierions  Biographers 
of  the  F^ch  Emperor  haive,  for  the 
moat  part,  been  men  who  were  themselves  partisans  or  actors 
in  the  long  stn^^e  produced  by  die  French  Revolution,  i 
and  therefore,  though  perhaps  unoonseioiisly,  biassed  by  | 
feelings  ezdted  by  passing  occurrences.  Hoioe  the  cha- 
racter of  Napoleon  has  been  eialted  or  depredated,  and  his 
actions  minified  or  disparaged,  according  to  the  political 
or  personal  views  of  the  writers  who  have  recorded  ^  his 
achievements. 

The  principal  aim  ot  the  writer  of  tlic  present  work  has  \>ccn  j 
to  review  the  Life  of  Napoleon  fu<  a  whole  ;  not  only  in  it^  | 
chivalric  details,  but  as  to  its  influence  upon  the  state  and  j 
prospects  of  Europe,  and  the  progress  of  civilization  through-  I 
ont  the  world.    The  Author  was  not  old  enough  at  the 
termination  of  the  extraordinary  career  of  the  Emperor,  to 
participate  in  any  of  the  various  foehngs  which  then  agitated 
aD  ebMes  of  society ;  and  he  is  still  too  litde  of  a  partisan  to 
be  inflneneed  Sy  a  consideiation  of  the  mere  persons  engaged 
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in  opposition  to,  or  in  supj)ort  of,  the  jK)litics  pursued  during 
that  eventful  jx  riotl.  He  hius  been  only  solicitous,  therefore, 
to  render  strict  justice  to  all  that  his  duty  recjuired  him  to 
narr.ite.  Nothing-,  tliat  was  deemed  necessary  to  a  faithful 
portraiture  of  the  mau  and  his  actions,  has  been  wilfully 
omitted,  exaggerated,  or  misrepresented ;  but  praise  or  blame, 
when  either  hiis  been  tliought  lequisite,  has  been  distributed 
aooording  as  the  fiicts  themselyes  seemed  to  demand. 

The  antfaorities  which  have  been  consolted  for  the  work 
aie  chiefly  those  which  ha^  been,  firom  tune  to  time,  pre- 
sented to  the  Public,  by  statesmen,  officers,  and  others, 
who  had  served  under  Napoleon:  persons  of  all  shades  of 
opim'on,  but  whose  veracity  is  generally  to  he  relied  updn 
(if  for  no  other  reason),  because  they  speak  of  things  which 
were  seldom  matters  of  confidence,  or  confined  to  the  know- 
ledge of  a  few.  Without  trusting,  however,  implicitly  to 
these,  their  statements,  wlu  never  it  could  be  done,  have  been 
carefully  compared  with  those  of  the  best  English  authors 
on  the  subject,  and  nothing  admitted  but  what  at  least  had 
tlie  semblance  of  perfect  authenticity.  The  accounts  con-  | 
tained  in  the  majority  of  publications  concerning  Napoleon, 
which  appeared  previously  to  1821,  difler  so  materially  from 
those  of  later  date,  and  from  each  other,  that  their  authori^ 
has  been  almost  wholly  rejected,  as  unworthy  of  credit. 

It  has  been  considered  adyisahle  to  prefix  to  this  Histoiy, 

a  Sketch  of  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  the  great  French  Revo-  i 
lution;  without  some  knowledge  of  which,  it  would  be 

scarcely  possible  rightly  to  understand  the  state  of  France^  • 

and  the  condition  of  its  people,  when  Napoleon  appeared  | 

upon  the  scene  to  influence,  and  eventually  to  control,  the  I 

destinies  of  the  Nation.    This,  however,  from  the  space  to  j 
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which  it  has  been  neceasanly  limited,  is  not  intended  for  a 
full  or  perfect  hiBtory  of  that  perilous  change:  it  forms 
simply  a  requisite  introduction  to  the  Life  of  him  who  has 
been  called  its  "Child  and  Champion."    The  object  has 

been  to  give  a  fair,  general  view  of  tlie  occurrences  as  they 
happened,  without  entering  into  elaborate  detail,  or  attempt- 
ing to  draw  thence  pliilo*!opbical  deductions:  the  Author  has 
endeavoured  merely  to  relate  the  circumstances  and  incidents 
of  the  period,  so  that  they  may  be  comprehensible  without 
imposing  on  the  reader  a  necessity  for  reference  to  other 
irolumes. 

Of  the  manner  in  which  he  has  executed  his  task,  it 
remains  for  the  Public  to  decide :  the  writer  feels  it  his  duty, 
however,  to  avail  himflelf  of  this  opportunity  to  tender  Ids 
thanks  for  the  many  flattering  notices  with  which  the  Woik 
in  its  progress  has  been  honoured ;  and  to  which,  although 
it  may  seem  like  vanity  to  allude^  it  could  be  but  afifedation 
to  pvrtend  to  feel  indi^rent 


London,  Jmimarg,  1840. 
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ouis  XV.,  during  whose  reign  an  approaching 
revolution  in  France  became  perceptible,  died 
in  the  year  1774.  He  was  a  weak  and  eflfemi- 
natc  man ;  lavish  in  expenditure,  gay,  gallant, 
good-humoured,  and  indolent  ;  and  entirely 
governed,  as  to  political  matters,  by  his  fa- 
vourite  courtiers  and  mistresses.  The  people 
were  utterly  neglected  during  this  reign,  or  were  regarded  only  as 
the  source  from  which  the  Court  obtained  its  means  of  vicious 
indulgence.  Civilization  seemed  to  have  retrograded  throughout  the 
country.    The  luxury  of  Ix)uis  XV.  and  his  minions  could  only  be 
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ezoeeded  by  the  poverty  and  general  debaaement  of  the  humbler 
classes  aoiAttj.  Tliete  waa  nothing  to  keep  alive  the  spirit  of 
endurance  among  the  populace.  The  reign  of  Louis  XIV.  had, 
perhaps,  been  equally  burdensome  to  his  subjects^  but  the  Grand 
Monnrqne  had  shed  the  light  of  glory  over  his  kingdom,  and  tlius 
made  his  people  participators  of  the  costly  splendour  with  which  he  j 
surrounded  his  crown.  To  be  a  Great  Nation,  the  first  in  the  world  ' 
I  for  arts  and  arms,  the  nibitcrs  of  Europe.  Frenchmen  had  forgotten 
their  individual  grievances  and  privations,  submitted  to  hard  fare 
and  harsh  restrictions,  and  bowed  to  the  stem  despotism  of  absolate 
dominion  without  a  munnnr.  Bat  the  extravagance  and  rnismle  of 
die  Himatry  of  Lonis  XV.  was  aordid  and  aelfiahj  and  had  been 
attended  with  national  defeat  and  diqpraoe.  The  people  had,  there- 
fore, become  disgusted,  and  began  to  look  at  the  Gknrerament  as  the 
cause  of  the  misery  m  which  all,  save  the  princes,  nolnEty,  and  deigy 
— the  privileged  classes  of  the  reahn — were  involved.  The  point  of 
positive  resistance,  indeed,  had  been  reached ;  and  to  those  who  then 
looked  at  the  internal  condition  and  aspect  of  Fiance,  reflectively,  a 
convulsion  seemed  inevitable. 

All  that  was  base  and  ■sile  of  the  feudal  system,  and  which  in  every 
state  where  practical  freedom  was  known  had  occasioned  the  over- 
throw of  that  system,  was  in  full  vigour  in  the  French  provinces. 
"  The  age  of  cliiN  ;ih  v,"  as  fxr  as  it  consisted  of  courtesy,  generosity, 
and  honour  in  the  nobility,  and  of  enthusiastic  attachment  on  the 
part  of  the  serf  to  his  chicflaiu,  had  passed  away;  but  the  arrogant 
assumption  and  arbitrary  laws  and  impositiona,  which  it  had  estab- 
lished on  the  one  hand,  and  ihe  inaecority  and  degradation  of 
▼assalage  on  the  other,  remained  to  ranUe  into  hostility,  and  eren- 
tnally,  aa  a  natoial  conaeqaenoe,  to  produce  m  war  of  daasea. 
j  Arthur  Young,  in  his  'Travels  in  Franee,*  just  previously  to  the 
I     breaking  out  of  the  Bevolution,  has  given  a  striking  picture  of  the 

grossly  unjust  exactions  to  which  the  French  people  were  subjected.  i 
I    The  enrolments  for  the  militia,  he  inibrma  U8»  wne  a  dreadful     |  i 
'     scourge  upon  the  peiisantry;  and  as  married  men  were  exempted  from 
I     them,  premature  marriages  ami  supcrabmulant  population  followed  as 
matters  of  ciuirse.  and      i m  uu  iuly  incr(M>-t  d  the  general  distress. 
The  system  cstubUhhcd  loi  uuikiug  uiul  rc|Nuring  public  roads  was  j 
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iiuqnitously  oppressive,  and  annually  occasioned  Uic  ruin  of  many 
hnadreds  ci  fumen.  More  than  Uuee  hundred  were  reduced  to 
^gg»ry  in  filUng  up  one  valley  in  Lorraine.  IVom  theae  Imdena 

I  the  nobility,  which  embraced  about  eighty  thomand  fimiiliea,  and  die 
'        el^igy,  who  were  exceaaiTely  numeroua  and  enjoyed  great  portion 

I    of  the  wealdi  of  the  conntry,  were  wholly  exempt. 

I       The  penal  code,  which  was  rigoronaly  enfixreed  fiar  the  infraotioxia 

,     of  the  revenue  laws,  inflicted  pumshmenta  utterly  disproportiaaed  to 

!     the  ofiencet  committed.    It  has  been  computed  that  there  wore 
annually  consigned  to  prison  or  the  galleys  upwards  of  three  thousand  | 

I     four  hundred  persons, — men,  women,  and  children, — for  smuggling  | 
salt.    The  occupiers  of  land  were  oppressed  hy  the  creation  of  Capi-  * 

!  taincrii's,  or  paramount  lordships  of  disttkts,  in  favour  of  princes 
*  of  the  blood,  and  others,  who  by  money  or  influence  could  procure 

them  from  the  King.  By  these  devices,  the  absolute  property  in  all 
game,  within  die  8e%iiiory,  waa  veited  in  die  holders  of  grants, 
j  eirtimding  even  to  manora  long  before  presented  to  private  individuals. 
I  Ihe  extreme  hardship  connected  with  diis  privily  can  <»ly  be 
appreciated  by  a  knowledge  that  the  game  comprised  whole  droves 
of  wild  boais,  and  herds  of  deer,  which  wandered  at  will  ovor  the 
conntry,  destroying  the  crops  and  fenoee  of  the  fivmer  and  peasant^ 
and  involving  diose  who  presumed  to  IdU  or  injure  them,  in  order  to 
save  or  procure  the  means  of  subsistence,  in  condemnation  to  the 
galleys.  In  four  parishes  of  the  dbtrict  of  Mnntceau,  the  mischief 
is  said  to  have  amounted  to  upwards  of  a  hundred  and  eighty-four  j 

I  thousand  francs  (nearly  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  pounds)  per  I 
j    '     annum.    Among  the  numerous  edicts  for  tljc  persi  rvation  of  game,  j 

i  there  were  several  which  prohibited  weeding  and  liueing,  lest  these  ! 
'    I     operations  should  disturb  the  yount,'  partridges;  steeping  the  seed,  i 

'     lest  it  should  injure  the  game;  the  use  of  certain  kinds  of  manure,  I 
I        lesttiie  flavour  of  the  birds  should  be  detenorated;  and  the  mowing 
of  higr  before  a  certain  fixed  date,  which,  in  aome  aeaaons;,  occasioned 
die  destnietion     the  crops.  The  exercise  of  this  tyranny  extended  I 

I    over  four  hundred  leagues  of  territory;  and  was  ao  rigosous,  that 

j    many  persons  abandoned  the  cultivation  of  the  land  rather  than  submit 

I    to  it,  and  large  tracts  of  fertile  country,  consequendy,  lay  waste  and 
deedate. 
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The  despotism  of  the  lener  feudal  lords  and  of  the  clergy  was 
nearly  as  oppressiye  as  tlwt  of  the  Crown  and  die  high  nobility.  The 
manonal  eonrts,  purporting  to  be  establuhed  finr  t]ie  dupensaticni  of 
justice,  teemed  to  hare  been  framed  hr  the  enoomngement  and 
proteetioa  of  fiand  and  chicaneiy,  hy  mtenntnable  procenea  and 
atppeab,  inTolTing  ezpenaea  and  ddaya,  vAaok  rendered  eabnuBaiao 
to  wrong  preferable  to  litigation.  The  jodgea  were  absolnftely 
dqiiendent  upon  those  by  whom  they  were  appointed ;  and  in  moat 
inatancea  owed  their  situations  to  their  servility,  without  the  leaat 
regard  to  their  qualifications  or  integrity.  Decrees  and  judgmenta 
were,  therefore,  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  almost  undisguisedly. 

The  tenant  and  vassal  \vcrc  compelled  to  grind  their  com  at  the 
seigneur's  mill,  to  press  their  grapes  and  apples  at  his  press,  and  to 
bake  their  bread  in  liis  oven.  Under  these  rcgiilations,  heavy  tolls 
were  exacted,  and  not  only  was  the  bread  frequently  spoiled,  but 
the  cider  and  wine  also ;  the  latter  especially,  since  in  Champagne 
those  grapes  which,  pressed  immediately,  would  hare  made  white 
wine,  by  waiting  for  the  ^esa  were  damaged,  so  that  red  wine  only 
eonld  be  procored  from  them.  The  charges  upon  die  occnpien  of 
hmd,  partook  ci  the  same  odiona  and  Qrrannical  character.  There 
were  hearj  contract  rents,  and  arbitrary  rents  fer  protection,  road- 
way, right  of  common,  and  for  windows  and  fires.  On  every  change 
of  property,  in  direct  as  well  as  collateral  descent,  disproportionate 
fines  were  payable ;  and  on  alienation,  the  fines  amounted  to  an 
eighth  and  even  a  sixth  penny.  The  barbarous  and  detestable  law  of 
mercheta  remained  in  operation,  and  was  a  fertile  source  of  vexations 
exaction.  In  c\  ery  way  the  people  were  depressed,  and  their  feelings 
outraged  by  the  most  cruel  and  caprieious  customs  and  observances, 
instituted  solely  for  the  pleasure  or  profit  of  the  princes  or  nobility. 

Nor  was  this  all.  There  had  arisen  in  the  kingdom  two  or  three 
classes  of  persons,  upon  whom  the  enactments  wliich  had  arisen  out 
of  die  fendal  system  could  operate  but  leeblyrHhe  lawyers,  who  had 
chiefly  sprung  ficom  among  die  wealthier  commoners,  literary  men, 
merchants,  tradesmen;  manufrcturers,  and  mecbanica; — especially  in 
die  large  towns  which  were  in  poasesriim  of  municipal  privileges* 
For  the  torture  of  dieae,  die  supreme  laws  had  made  egress  pro- 
viaion.   The  King  had  die  power  to  grant  leUret^-eacha  to  amy 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  FKXNCU  REVOLUTION. 

extent  agnmt  iriiomsoever  lie  Chonglit  proper ;  a  pierogatiTe  under 
which  die  'vidiins,  T\ithout  being  informed  of  the  nature  of  their 
crimea»  were  iminured  in  the  Bastille  or  other  state  prisons  for  indefi- 
nite periods,  without  the  right  to  demand  trial  or  liberation.  This  also 
was  made  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  Crown  and  the  parasites  of  tho 
Court.  'ITiP  Icttrex  were  frequently  sold,  sometimes  with  blanks,  that 
the  piu"chascrs  might  insert  the  names  of  tliose  whom  they  wished 
to  destroy;  and,  occasionallv,  thov  Mere  granted  at  the  solicitation  of 
a  mistress  or  favourite  against  individuals  who  coidd  pay  well  for 
Court  intercession  on  their  behalf.  "  In  the  mild  reign  of  Louis  XV. 
alone.**  wn  Mt,  Jnitioe  BkM&fltone.  "diera  were  no  lati  fifteen 
Aoannd  lffff«e-<fe-€iicA«f  imed.'* 

Hie  local  courts  of  i^peal  were  other  objects  of  deep  and  settled 
lutred,  tnwae  were  ihe  Plroriiidal  Farliameitfs,  the  oendnck  cf  a 
mejmty  of  whoae  anemben  wae  pvofligate  in  die  eztrcaie.  Upon' 
almost  every  cause  that  cnae  before  them,  interest  was  openly  made 

I  with  the  judges  by  bribery  or  Qinniptiim  of  e  still  Uacker  dye,  which 
paralysed  while  it  ontraged  every  sense  of  honesty,  morality,  and 
virtue.  It  was  customary  with  the  members  to  sit  in  judgment 
concerning  the  disposal  of  private  property  to  which  themselves  were 

I  claimants.  These  parliaments  also  possessed  the  singular  privilege 
of  framing  decrees,  which  in  their  several  jurisdictions  had  the  force 
of  laws ;  and  infringements  of  which,  being  punishable  by  their 
malcers,  were  treated  with  the  greatest  severity.  From  this  privilege, 
and  another,  by  which  sereral  of  the  provinces  were  permitted  to 
compomid  fiv  ihcir  oontribiitioii  to  the  liitwinil  revennesiy  and  to 
impose  tazM  vptn.  die  inhebitiBta  at  pleasure,  anise  e  diversity  in 
the  node  and  rate  itftncation;  a  means  by  iHucli  sone  classei  were 
enabled  to  proenre  emotion  from  p^nen^  while  odiera  had  great 
difficiilly  to  ioilMiat  vpon  dw  small  leaonroee  they  wcve  raftred  to 
retun.  Wliat  the  law  enoonraged  in  one  district  was  deemed  highly 
criminal  in  another.  Tlie  duties  upon  merdiandise,  and  even  the 
wesriitB  and  measures,  differed  in  the  different  profinoee;  and  the 
exchange  of  their  several  productions  was  in  many  caws  prohibited 
under  heavy  penaltios  ;  so  that  neither  corn  nor  wine  could  circulate 

j  freely  throughout  France  :  but  wliiie  one  part  of  the  kingdom  M'as 
suffering  the  horrors  of  absolute  famine,  the  rest  might  superabound 


I  
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in  even'  ncccssarj'  of  life.  Tn  f;\ct,  the  law  was  a  convenient  instru- 
ment in  the  liands  of  the  rich  against  the  poor.  "  lie  who  went  into 
a  court  of  justice,"  says  Mr.  Hazlitt,"  without  friends  or  money,  to 
seek  for  redress,  however  gross  his  provocation,  was  sure  to  come 
out  of  it  with  insult  added  to  the  origimd  injury,  and  with  a  sicken- 
ing and  humiliating  conaaonsiiieH  of  Ins  own  kelpleM  and  degraded 
ntnatum."  The  Fwfianwiit  of  almie  wat  free  finmi  the  taint  of 
danafa  aabnunioii  to  the  Gonrt,  and  from  known  venaHty  and  flagiant 
iBjnstioe.  Under  audi  a  itate  of  ihingB,  xectitade  of  mind,  manlj 
confidence,  and  a  bold  franknev  of  dtaracter  and  Gonduict»  were  neoea- 
aarity  anpeneded  by  canning,  deceit,  aeraUty,  and  want  oi  paUic 
spirit  and  principle.  And  such  was  the  condition  of  the  French 
people  when  Louis  XVI.,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  aaoended  the  throne. 

The  elements  of  combustion  were  everywhere  diffused,  and  the 
printing  press  had  been  quietly  doing  its  work  to  ignite  them.  The 
eloquent  and  profound  Montesquieu  had  explained  to  his  numerous 
readers  the  general  rights  of  the  people  and  the  principles  of  good 
government,  without,  however,  attempting  to  shew  how  his  obser- 
vations could  be  applied  to  the  reform  of  tlie  existing  institutions  of 
his  coimtry.    Had  he  ventured,  indeed,  upon  such  a  commentary, 
he  wonld  hatte  bean  eortain  of  oomnuttal  fiir  life  to  a  gloomy  cell  or 
dungeon  of  tibe  Baatille.   TTnianetioned  ditoBaiona  on  leligioo,  or 
practical  politicly  were  pnniahed  widi  tbe  utmoat  rigour.  Boniaean, 
Abb<  Baynal,  and  Didero^  in  all  their  writinga  addreaaed  diem* 
aelTea  to  the  heart  aa  wdl  aa  to  tlie  imdenlanding,  and  depicted 
libertf  aa  anayed  in  aU  die  beanty  and  i^ocy  of  immovtaBty,  while 
deapotiam  and  slavery  were  pourtrayed  as  gaunt  and  hideous  fiends, 
preying  upon  and  derouring  each  other;  but  having  excited  an 
enthusiastic  love  and  reverence  for  freedom — civil  and  religious — 
they  left  their  readers  unassisted  to  draw  their  own  conclusions  as 
to  the  best  means  of  obtaining  and  preserving  the  object  of  their 
desires.    So  also  the  works  of  Turgot,  l")u  Quesnay,  and  others, 
abounded  in  moral  and  philosophical  niaxiins  of  government,  but  they 
were  all  defective,  inasmuch  as  tlicy  had  no  practical  direction  or 
aim.   Voltaire,  on  the  other  hand,  sought  merely  to  destroy  what  he 
disapproved,  without  baatowing  more  dian  a  cnrsory  thought  upon 
die  neoeaaity  of  raconatmction.   He  doea  not  appear  to  have  loved 
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fiMdom,  nor  to  hten  hated  deapolMm;  but  liii  keen  peicepdou  of 
tlie  saUine  and  the  ridiailoiit  made  him  the  oocanonal  panegTriat 
and  aatiriit  of  eadi.  The  anpentitiona  of  pneitcnift  and  the  hanh 
reitrielM»B  of  arbitwy  power,  hy  iaspoaing  frttaia  upon  die  oflEeidae 

of  hia  own  extraordinarj  gemui»  interfered  with  his  self-lore  and 
Taai^,  and  thus  incurred  his  scorn  and  kindled  his  passion  for 
Tengeanoe.  Under  his  shrewd  and  oubtle  criticisms,  folly,  in  what- 
ever disETuise,  was  stripped  and  exposed  to  laughter  and  contempt. 
His  wit,  learning,  and  sound  knowledge  of  mankind,  lent  to  hia 
speculation?!,  oftrn  on  the  most  abstruse  subjects,  a  charm  which 
made  them  popular  even  with  tliose  aj^ainst  whom  his  bitterest  attacks 
were  directed.  Thus,  while  merely  seeking  to  gratify  his  own 
capricious  mind,  and  to  increase  the  measure  of  applause  which  was 
on  all  aidea  fteel^  awarded  to  him,  he  was  gradually  preparing  the 
pabKc  ndnd  ftr  n  great  ehange  in  die  yerj  iudtatioDa,  which,  as  a 
man  of  ariatoffratical  pndilectionay  apart  fipom  Mleratniief  ho  wonld  have 
been  among  dm  laat  in  deainig  to  overthrow. 

Bj  die  wxitaia  above  ennmeraled,  and  many  othen  of  kaa  note, 
all  dm  aboaea  and  grievanoea  which  oppreiaed  the  nation  had  been 
indirecdy  pointed  oot^  xidienled,  and  aaaailed  with  indignant  repre- 
hension, for  many  years  before  the  shock  of  the  Revolution  shewed 
that  the  French  people  had  not  been  inattentive  to  their  teachers 
The  public  opinion  which  had  been  thus  created,  however,  was 
■t-isinnary  and  wild,  without  applicability  to  the  circumstances  on 
wliieli  it  was  int(  ndcd  to  bear,  or  indeed  a  definite  form  or  object. 
Philosophical  speculations,  of  men  who  reasoned  from  abstract  prin- 
ciples, abounded ;  but  knowledge  and  experience,  which  alone  could 
give  congruity  to  the  mass  of  floating  materials,  were  entirely  wanting. 
It  required  a  maater  q^rit  to  go  before  and  guide  and  govern  die 
ckangaa  diat  were  inevitaUe,  in  ocder  that  relbirmation  might  be 
prevented  from  degenerating  into  poddve  and  mthleaa  deatruction. 
Loula  XYI.,  unhi^^j,  had  neither  the  reqnidte  atemneea  near  talent 
to  tnm  die  criaia  to  advantage.  He  waa  n  man  of  mild  and  peaoelhl 
diameter,  of  amiable  diq^oaidon,  pure  manners,  and  inexpennve 
habits ;  but  he  was  altogether  deficient  in  the  strength  of  will  mcaa* 
aaij  to  keep  in  check  contending  £utiona«  in  a  atmg^  to  eftet  an 
oiganie  levohition  in  the  State* 
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In  1778,  ihe  IVencli  GoTenuneii^  liopliig  dienlij  to  humble  Ifae 
power  of  Knglend,  wlilck  it  had  always  ngaxded  widi  jealomj*  waa  i 
mdnoed  to  xecogniae  the  then  reoeotty  dedared  independenoe  of  llie 
United  States  of  Anmiee,  and  to  oondnde  a  treaty  of  affiance  and 
commeroe  with  that  BepnUio.  Thia  was  a  false  step  duroug^ut 
A  numerous  army  was  sent  across  the  Atlantic  to  leam,  not  only 
the  doctrLaes  but  the  practice  of  rights  and  liberties  more  extensive 
and  absolute  than  the  boldest  of  the  French  philosophers  had  ventured 
to  contend  for.  The  principle  that  resistance  to  royal  authority 
might  be  justified,  was  thus  sanctioned  by  the  Crown  itself;  and  a 
flood  of  light  suddenly  let  in  upon  the  people,  wliich  could  not  have 
been  produced  by  mere  argument  in  a  ceutuiy.  The  return  and 
disbanding  of  the  troops,  at  the  cloae  of  the  war,  spread  over  France 
a  new  kind  of  knowledge,  and  added  tenfold  strmgth  to  die  general 
diMxmtent  which  already  prevaOed. 

IVom  this  period,  the  progreas  of  the  impendii^  Bevdntiaii  waa 
rapid.  The  eztraTaganee  and  nudadmiaiatntion  of  tibe  preceding 
reign  had  mined  the  reaonroea  ni  the  country.  The  rerenne  waa 
nneqnal  to  the  ca^enditare;  the  treaaury  waa  empty,  and  public 
credit  deatroyed.  The  Government  had  long  aobrated,  from  year 
to  year,  upon  loana  contracted  at  rainona  interest,  and  secured  by 
iaaies  of  the  treasury  receipts  to  farmers-general.  The  existing  debt 
amounted  to  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-six  millions  of  francs 
(upwards  of  sixty-eight  millions  and  a  half  in  pounds  sterling).  Tliis 
source  exhausted,  there  remained  no  way  of  providing  for  the  pubUc 
service  but  by  the  imposition  of  new  taxcis,  which  could  not  be  legally 
done  M-ithout  the  sanction  of  the  Proviiu  i;il  ruiliamcnts.  The  annual 
deficiency  was  a  liundred  and  forty  milUous  of  francs  (more  than  five 
millions  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds).  It  was  well  known  to  the 
Ministry,  that  the  Parliaments  regarded  the  derangement  of  the 
iinancca  aa  being  addy  attribotaUe  to  die  Government;  inatead 
dierefiira  of  applying  direcdy  to  theae  bodice,  an  expedient  was 
leaocted  to  in  evder  to  q^pvoach  them  duNrag^  a  more  popvilaK 
imemiediafee  i^gent.  A  meeting  waa  conyened  of  die  chief  men  frmn 
the  eeveral  prorineei^  under  the  tide  of  **  Aiacnihly  of  Notables,** 
for  the  porpoae  of  recommending  certain  edicts  for  taxation  to  the 
Parliaments,  or  to  act  themadfca  aa  a  parliament  No  similar  aiaeni- 
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bly  had  been  cdled  nnoe  1617.  The  memben  were  aomiiiated  by 
die  Eiiig^  end  aiiMnmted  to  a  hnndred  and  hity:  bat  so  fiur  had 
die  ■piil  of  Maiitanee  beoome  genefal,  that  the  aaiembty  prared 
aewrly  as  lefractory  at      BMrKatnffnti  ooold  ha?e  been;  and,  ioitead 

of  doing  what  it  wu  dedred,  brought  charges  of  malversation  against 
the  Ifiuiiters,  and  rcconuneiided  that  the  national  espenditnre  dumld 
be  accommodated  to  the  revenue,  and  not  the  revenue  to  the  ezpen* 
diture.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  had  held  a  command  in 
the  American  army,  went  so  far,  indeed,  as  to  propose  the  nbolition 
of  letfrrs-de-cac/iet,  the  Hnstillc,  and  the  state  prisons  throughout 
France,  as  a  means  of  lessening  the  public  expenses ;  and  declared 
that  new  taxes  could  only  be  imposed  by  the  States  CJeneral — a  body 
which  had  lain  in  abeyance  since  1014.  Eventually,  after  refusing 
to  act  as  a  parliament  itself,  the  Assembly  of  Notables  agreed  to 
recommend  two  edicts— one  for  the  creation  of  a  stamp  duty,  and  the 
odier  of  a  territorial  or  land  tax,  which  it  was  esthnated  would 
togedier  produce  enongb  to  meet  the  annual  deficit^to  be  registered 
by  the  local  FarlianientB. 

Ibe  Aiaembly  baring  dissolved  itself,  Ae  edids  were  sent  to  be 
enrolled  bj  the  FarHament  of  Paris,  wbidi,  however,  instead  of 
complying,  demanded  a  statement  of  the  finances ;  and  on  this  being 
j    refused,  both  the  edicts  were  indignantly  rejected,  and  die  Ministry 
I    were  infiormed  that,  with  such  a  revenue  as  the  nation  dien  supported, 
j     taxes  ought  not  to  be  mentioned  by  the  Government  except  for  the 

purpose  of  being  reduced.    liriennc,  Archbishop  of  Toulouse,  who  ■ 
'     was  Prime  Minister  at  tlie  time,  advised  that  recourse  slioultl  be  had 
to  a  Jiai  of  Justice,  an  obsolete  device  for  compelling  obedience  to 
i     the  w  ill  of  the  Monarch.    Accordingly,  on  the  (>th  of  August,  17H7, 
1     the  i'aiii;unent  was  summoned  to  \'ersailles,  and  tlie  edicts  were 
1     there  registered  by  order  of  the  King;  who,  however,  in  order  to  I 
I    appease  die  popular  rage  which  it  was  fetesccn  dua  meaauie  would  I 
can  ibrdi,  dedtted  in  die  same  ntdi^  dut  Plrotestonts  were  thence*  | 
Cirth  rsstoied  to  all  die  rights  of  citiaensliip,  duit  an  annual  statement 
of  the  ibiancea  should  be  pubUsbed,  and  diat  die  Slatea  Genenl 
diould  be  oonToked  befiare  die  eocpiraticii  of  five  jeara. 

Next  day,  the  Parliament  returned  to  Paris,  dedaied  the  compulsory 
tegislrj  to  be  illegal,  and  ordered  it  to  be  eraaed;  pcotesdng,  at  the 
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Mine  timis,  that  the  edicts  of  the  King,  even  durag^  ihey  should  be 
▼oluntsnlf  registered  by  the  Fteliaam&ta,  weiie  insufficieiit  to  iropese 
peimaneiit  taxes  upon  the  people,  fat  which  die  States  General  tlone 
were  declared  to  be  .competent.    Tux  this  bold  assertion  of  popular 

rights,  the  Parliament  of  Paris  was  exiled  to  Troyes ;  but  the  other 
Parliaments  had  caught  the  tone  of  that  c£  ihe  Capital,  and  not  only 
refused  to  rqpstcr  the  edicts,  but  announced  their  intention  of  punish- 
ing any  person  who  should  attempt  to  collect  taxes  under  them.  The 
Court  was  now  fairly  in  collision  witli  the  Nation;  which  almost  [ 
unanimously  supported  the  pretensions  of  the  Parliaments.    Seeing,  i 
therefore,  that  banishment  was  not  likely  to  effect  tlie  desired  object,  ' 
and  that  the  absence  of  the  hii^hest  judicial  court  in  the  kingdom  was 
productive  of  much  evil,  the  decree  of  exile  was  recalled,  and  the 

I     Parliament  returned  to  Paiis.    The  edicts  were  again  tendered  by  the 
King  in  person,  and  again  unanimously  rejected.  i 

The  Ministry  now  conodved  a  project  £ax  defeating  the  Parfiamenti^ 
by  depriving  theu  of  all  save  their  judicial  functions,  and  of  Testing  Ae 
powers  of  goyemment  in  a  body  to  be  chosen  by  the  King,  and  called 
the  CburPEMfv,  or  Supreme  Court  To  this  court  die  King  conceded 
his  asserted  right  of  imposing  taxes;  and  granted  andiMily  to  firame 
a  new  code  of  criminal  laws,  and  to  estabUsh  new  forms  of  l^al 
proceedings.  The  Edict  for  the  formation  of  the  Cour  Fl^ni^rc,  was 
at  once  thrown  out  by  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  which  denied  that 
there  existed,  anywhere  but  in  the  States  General,  a  power  to  alter 
tlie  fonn  of  government.  The  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  MM.  Fretcau 
and  Sabatier,  judges  of  die  Supreme  Court,  were  exiled  for  their 
strong  animadversions  on  the  conduct  of  tlie  King  and  the  Ministry 
on  tliis  occasion ;  and  the  Parliament,  refusing  to  obey  a  decree  for  its 
prorogation,  w;xs  forcibly  expelled  by  the  military,  and  sevend  of  its 

I     principal  members  imprisoned.   These  arbitrary  acts  effectually  roused 
the  spirit  of  the  whole  nation.    Some  of  the  most  influential  of  those 
who  had  been  nominated  members  of  the  Cour  Pleniere  refused  to 
I        accept  dieb  f^posBtments.  Tlw  aobks,  die  clergy,  the  romnunns,  all 
praleated  i^gainst  die  new  conr^  and  demanded  die  inmifdiale  con> 

I    Tocatxm  of  the  States  GeneraL    Partial  insurrections  broke  out  in 

'  Danphiny,  Bdtany,  Pkovenc^  Fhmdeia,  Languedo^  The 
I        Ifinistry  was  die  necessary  sacrifice  to  popular  damour  and  fory. 

i  '  
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Ncckcr,  an  able  financier,  wlio  had  previously  held  ofTicr,  and  given 
general  satisfaction,  was  substituted  for  Uricnnc,  the  Cour  Ph'nit'rc 
was  abolished,  the  Parliaments  re-established,  and  the  promise  of  the 
King  given  that  the  States  General  should  be  called  together  for 
May,  1789. 

A  qaettioii  now  arose  as  to  Ibe  mode  of  convening  the  States.  •  A 
Irandred  and'  aeyenty  years  had  elapsed  naoe  diek  last  meeting,  and 
tSmes  and  eurcanstances  liad  so  matmally  chaiiged  during  that  period, 
tliat  what  mic^t  have  heen  suitable  at  Us  coiiimenoeinent»  was  not  at 
aU  adapted  to  die  present  age;  and  even  in  remote  times  the  number 
and  proporlioii  of  the  nobles,  dergy,  and  ccnmnons,  of  whom  the 
States  General  were  composed,  had  not  alwaj-s  been  the  same.  The 
majority  of  examples  were  in  favour  of  the  privileged  classes ;  but 
the  increased  consequence  and  intelligence  of  the  people  demanded 
some  concession  in  their  favour.    Necker  was  desirous  of  supportinp^ 

I  the  middle  cla<!ses  against  the  pretensions  of  the  nobility  and  cler_£fy, 
wlio  had  united  with  the  Parliaments, — which  consisted  of  a  minor 

j  aristocracy, — in  a  struggle  to  diminish  the  authority  of  the  Crown,  and 
keep  the  powers  of  government  in  their  own  hands.  "  Each  order," 
says  M.  Mignet,  "  sought  to  maintain  a  contest  for  power,  and  not  for 
the  public  good.    The  Noblesse  had  joined  the  Tiers-etat  against  the 

I    Government,  but  not  in  behalf  of  the  people."    In  order  to  aToid 

I  the  respoBsibili^of  deciding  upon  so  important  a  question,  the  Mi- 
nistry again  eonrened  the  AasemUj  of  Notables,  which  merely 
recommended,  that  die  eacample  <^  1614,  when  the  number  of 
representatives  from  each  order  was  equal,  should  be  followed. 

j    This  dedsion,  howerer,  raised  a  general  outcry  throughout  the 

I  country.  The  press,  which  amid  the  recent  confusion,  had  assumed 
a  degree  of  freedom  totally  unknown  in  France  at  any  former  time, 
sent  forth  the  most  violent  denunciations  against  the  Notables,  who, 
bring  for  the  most  part  memhrrs  of  the  privileged  classes,  were  said 
to  be  interested  in  preventing  the  people  from  bring  fairly  repre- 
sented. France  was  inundated  with  pamphlets  and  j^ersonal  satires, 
in  which  every  branch  of  political  enquiry,  and  the  motives  of  men  of 
all  parties,  were  dii^cu^scd  with  a  boldness  which  seems,  by  alarming, 
to  have  entirely  paralysed  the  Government.    Among  the  works  which 

■    pndneed  the  greatest  effiect,  were  diat  of  the  Abb6  Sieyds,  entitled. 
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'  What  is  the  Third  Estate  ?'  and  that  of  D'£ntraigiie*8,  on  the  'Con- 
stitution of  the  States  General.* 

Necker,  who  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  good  intentions,  thought  it 
better  to  yield  to  the  nine-tenths  of  the  French  population,  of  which 
the  Third  Estate  was  said  to  consist,  than  to  the  aristocratical  minority, 
which  M  as  alike  opposed  to  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  and  to  the 
rights  of  the  humbler  dasses.  He  advised,  therefore,  that  the  number 
of  deputies  from  the  Thud  Ertate  to  die  States  General  should  be 
equal  to  the  number  finmi  the  other  two  otden  nnited;  and  this  being 
adopted  by  Uie  Council,  oonfinmable  letters  of  ooorocation  were  issued 
fiar  assembling  the  representatives  of  the  nation.  The  elections  were 
conducted  peaceablf »  and  with  scarcely  a  contest  Hie  sufiage  was 
almost  univeisal,  and  the  qualification  finr  Deputies  so  low,  that  ihe 
necessary  representation  of  property  seems  to  have  been  entirely 
overlooked.  Xhe  majority  of  members  chosen  by  the  Nobles  and 
Clergy  were  men  devoted  to  the  interests  of  their  respecdTC  orders ; 
but  among  them  were  a  sufficient  number  of  popular  men  to  give 
animation  to  a  debate,  find  to  prevent  their  decisions  from  obtaining 
the  weight  usually  attached  to  unanimity  of  sentiment.  The  Deputies 
of  the  niird  Estate  embraced  a  great  number  of  the  most  talented 
persons  in  the  kingdom ;  but,  with  few  exceptions,  they  were  mere 
theorists  and  speculators,  to  whom  the  business  and  details  of  govern- 
ment were  new,  and  whose  minds  were  preoci^ed  with  doctrines 
derived  fiom  sedulous  study  of  the  Constituticns  of  die  ancient 
BepuUics— doctrines  as  litde  adapted  to  the  adTanoed  intdligeno^ 
and  the  commemal  and  other  institutiinis  whidi  had  arisen  befiwe 
the  dose  of  the  dghteendi  century,  as  were  those  feudal  customs 
which  the  people  were  intent  upon  abolishing.  The  number  of 
members  returned  was  twelve  hundred :  six  hundred  £sr  the  Com- 
mons, and  three  hundred  for  each  of  the  other  orders. 

The  States  General  met  at  Versailles,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1789. 
"  Amid  the  pageantry,"  says  Sir  Walter  Scott,  "  with  which  the 
ceremonial  of  the  first  sitting  abounded,  it  was  clearly  vdsible  that  the 
wishes,  hopes,  imd  interest  of  the  public  were  exclusively  fixed  upon 
the  representatives  of  the  C  ommons.  The  rich  garments  and  fiouting 
plumes  of  the  nobility,  and  tlie  reverend  robes  of  the  clcrg)-,  had 
nothing  to  fix  the  public  eye ;  their  soimdiug  and  emphatic  titles  had 
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Boddng  to  win  tfie  ear:  the  recollection  of  the  high  fettt  of  the  (me, 
and  long  sanctified  eharacten  of  the  other  order,  had  nodiing  to 
influence  the  mind  <tf  the  spectators.  AB  eyes  were  turned  on  the 
Members  of  the  Third  Estate,  in  plebdan  and  humble  oostome,  corre- 
sponding  to  thdr  lowly  Inrth  and  occapati<m,  as  the  only  portion  of 
the  assembly  from  which  the  lif^bU  and  the  counsels  which  the  time 
demanded  were  looked  for." 

The  first  question  that  arose,  was  concerning  the  mode  of  taking 
the  votes — whethrr  it  should  be  by  head,  or  by  order.  A  majority 
of  the  Nobles  claimed  the  privilege  of  voting  as  a  separate  bodv,  and 
of  thus  giving  their  a.'^scnt  or  negative  to  all  measures  discussed  ;  and 
many  of  the  higher  class  of  the  Clergy  contended  for  the  same  right 
on  behalf  of  their  order.  To  this  arrangement  tlic  Third  Estate 
absolutely  refused  to  conform;  and  when  the  Nobles  and  Clergy 
withdrew  to  separate  dunnbers  to  Teiify  their  powers,  the  populiv 
Deputies  deckred  their  resolution  to  remain  inactive  till  the  whole 
assembly  was  united.  After  much  altercation,  which  occupied  several 
wedcB,  the  King  offered  his  mediation,  but  without  eflect;  and  after 
innting  die  Nobles  and  Clergy,  ftr  the  laat  time,  to  join  them,  the 
Commons  proceeded,  on  tfie  17lh  of  June,  on  the  motion  of  Sieyds, 
to  declare  that  they  were  "The  Representatives  of  the  Nation,"  and 
that  the  two  aristocratical  orders  were  henceforth  to  be  ooosidered  as 
deputies  of  corporations  only,  possessing  no  deliberative  vcioe  eioept 
as  indi\'idual  members  of  the  National  Assembly. 

Upon  the  passing  of  this  motion,  many  of  the  Clergv  and  a  few  of 
the  Nobles  withdrew  from  their  separate  chambers  and  joined  the 
Commons ;  and  the  high  nobility,  seeing  that  no  resource  was  left 
them  but  to  make  common  cause  with  the  Crown,  which  they  had 
previously  sought  to  d^(rade,  adopted  the  Coont  d'Aztois  as  their 
laeder,  and  engaged  die  King  in  an  attempt  to  overthrow  the  Assembly. 
The  messures  required  to  aeoomplish  this,  were  concerted  during  an 
exoBsioai  made  by  the  King,  Queen,  and  Mwes  of  the  blood  to 
Mailyi  and  the  change  of  royal  policy  was  speedily  announced  by 
dosing  the  halhi  of  the  National  Atsembfy,  and  surrounding  it  with 
troops.  Beiused  admittance  to  their  proper  meeting-place,  the 
Deputies,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  June,  repaired  in  a  body  to 
n  Tennis  Court,  and  there,  in  the  preomoe  of  an  applauding  crowd. 
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and  a  number  of  soldiers  who  had  followed  them,  with  beads 
uncovered  and  upraised  hands,  all,  except  one  man,  took  an  oath 
not  to  separate  till  they  had  given  to  France  a  Constitution.  On 
Monday  the  22nd,  the  Princes  took  possession  of  the  Tennis  Court, 
in  order  to  exclude  the  Assembly ;  but  the  latter  transferred  its 
meeting  to  the  church  of  St,  Louis,  and  was  there  joined  by  the 
Axdibidiapt  of  Sourdeaux  and  Vienne,  at  the  bead  of  m  bandred 
and  iartj-mwa  depntiflt  of  the  clergy.  On  lh»  2ard,  the  ImU  of  die 
Statea  waa  xeopcaied,  and  tfie  King  attended  the  ntting  in  perion.  A 
numeroiia  guard  waa  drawn  mmd  die  places  and  the  pobKe  were 
carefully  exduded. 

The  SovenjgB  addreaaed  Uie  Depntiea  in  a  tone  of  authority, 
condemned  their  conduct  aa  illegal,  rescinded  their  leaoluHons,  laid 
down  a  course  of  proceeding  for  their  adoption*  threatened  to  disaolre 
them  if  they  ventured  to  offer  any  further  opposition,  and  commanded 
the  clergy  and  nobles,  who  were  present,  to  withdraw,  and  the 
Deputies  to  adjoiim  their  sitting.  The  Commons,  however,  remained 
firm  in  their  seats;  and  being  shortly  afterwards  reminded,  by  the 
grand  master  of  the  ceremonies,  of  the  King's  order  to  separate, 
"Go,"  exclaimed  Mirabcau,  "tell  your  master,  that  we  are  here  by 
order  of  the  people,  and  that  we  shall  not  retire,  but  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet.**  Upon  the  motion  of  Camus,  the  Assembly  confirmed 
all  its  prornwia  acts ;  and,  at  die  mrtance  of  Ifirabeam,  decreed  die 
mTioblnlitjr  of  its  memben,  and  dedaied  ita  Maolntion  to  adhere 
findifaltytotheeadiof  dieTeuuaConxt.  that  night  die  King  went 
to  T^nmon ;  hot,  aaya  Marmontel,  ^though  a  vast  eonoooiae  team 
¥m  and  the  neSghboinhood  bad  aaaanUed  at  Venaillea  to  kam 
the  result  of  die  day's  proceedings,  die  customary  ahont  of  'Vive  le 
Roi,'  no  longer  gneled  the  royal  departore.'*  Next  day  the  National 
As.sembly  was  augmented  by  the  accession  of  a  hundred  and  sixty 
additional  deputies  of  the  clergy,  including  the  celebrated  Talle^Tand, 
Bishop  of  Autun ;  and  forty -seven  of  the  noblesse,  led  by  the  Duke 
of  Orleans.  At  this  time,  also,  addresses  began  to  pour  in  from  the 
cities  and  provinces  throughout  the  kingdom,  thanking  tlie  Assembly 
for  its  courageous  tirmncs.s,  and  intimating  that,  in  case  of  danger, 
dw  deputiea  aught  lely  on  the  support  of  twenty-five  millions  of 
IVeBffhiian,  wboae  fintme  bippiueai  waa  confided  to  them. 
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At  ikese  deiiioiMtnitiioni»  the  Conit  Weame  alamed,  and  lh»  King 
powMi^  ■oGdled  leTenl  of  the  moat  ^ij^ti^ri*!  of  Uie  nobility  to 
waire  their  pririleges  and  unite  with  the  Third  Estate.  The  Count 

d*ArlOM,  indeed,  openly  declared  that  unleas  this  recommendation 
were  complied  with,  the  life  of  the  King  would  be  endangered. 
Accordingly,  on  the  27th  of  June,  the  three  ordeia  met,  for  the  first 
time,  in  one  body ;  and  the  gloom  of  the  populace  seemed  to  have  been 
suddenly  converted  into  universal  joy.  Hie  crowd  surrounded  the 
j  palace  and  demanded  to  see  the  King,  whose  appearance  at  a  balcony 
I  with  his  beautiful  Queen  and  infant  son,  was  greeted  with  long  and 
loud  acclamations.  \'ersailles  was  illuminated,  and  confidence  seemed 
(0  be  restored  between  the  Sovereign,  the  Noblea,  and  the  People. 

Aom  tte  general  agitatiMi  idddk  htd  heen  produeed  bj  the  evenii 
■bore  rdeted,  mudi  Uoenoe  had  arisen  among  the  people;  and  a  ^rft 
of  inwihordniation  bqpm  to  be  maniftated  among  the  Flieneh  aoldiety> 
who  pabUd J  profeawd  to  ^mpadiiie  widi  tfie  people  in  their  atmggle 
for  freedom.  Under  the  pretext  of  repreaaing  whatever  n^ht  tend 
Co  Tiolencc,  a  large  body  of  troopa,  coniiating  chiefly  of  foreign 
regiments  in  the  pay  of  France,  was  drawn  around  the  capital. 
Versailles  exhibited  the  i^pearance  of  a  camp,  llie  hall  of  the 
National  Assembly  was  surrounded  by  soldiers,  and  access  was 
forbidden  to  all  but  the  members;  and  Paris  seemed  in  a  state  of 
siege.  On  the  motion  of  Mirabeau,  an  address  was  presented,  on  the 
8th  of  July,  to  the  King,  ]>raying  him  to  remove  the  troops  from  the 
scene  of  legislative  dcliberatiuns ;  "  more  especially  the  foreigners, 
paid  to  defend,  and  not  to  disturb  the  national  tranquillity."  Louis, 
misled  by  incompetent  advisers,  who  believed  him  strong  enough  to 
eottleat  the  point,  refoaed  to  listen  to  Aia  proposal;  but  oflbed, 
faMlend,  to  tianafer  the  mc  etinga  of  the  Stalea  General  to  Ncyen  et 
SomofM.  The  anawerof  Mirabeanwaaftmandjoat  "Itbelonga,'* 
he  aaid,  "to  the  troopa  to  lenore  fiooi  the  Aaieflridj,  and  not  the 
Aaembty  from  the  troops.  We  petitioned  for  the  withdrawal  «f  the 
umjt  not  for  our  own  banishment.** 

On  the  1  Ith  of  Jvlj,  the  Ministry,  which  had  adviaed  the  King  to  ' 
convoke  the  States  General,  and  to  make  the  few  popular  concessions 
wliich  had  been  granted,  was  dismissed.    On  the  12th,  Sunday,  the 
news  of  this  unwise  proceeding  reached  Faria.    In  the  erening,  it 
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was  made  known  in  the  theatres.  The  performances  were  instantly 
suspended,  and  tumult  was  spread  through  the  city.  Above  ten 
tliousand  persons  assembled  in  the  gardens  of  the  Palais- Royal ;  and, 
after  listening  to  a  furious  harangue  from  Camille  DesmouUns,  tore 
each  a  green  leaf  from  the  chesnut  trees  which  grew  there,  and, 
wearing  it  as  a  badge,  traversed  the  streets  of  rarb,  bearing  in 
procession,  covered  with  crape,  tke  bnito  d  Uio  cooled  mmifter, 
Necker,  and  tlie  Duke  of  Orletui,  irbich  were  taken  from  a  acdptor^a 
shop.  .  At  the  Flaoe  VendAme,  the  crowd  encountered  a  detachment 
of  the  Gennan  Bqyab,  hut  pnt  them  to  speedj  flight  irilh  a  ToUej  of 
atones:  hut  troops  contbraing  to  anive,  ihe  mnMtnde  was  again 
anaOed  at  the  Place  Loma  XV.  by  the  dragoons  of  Prince  Lambesc, 
and  the  bearer  of  one  of  the  busts  and  a  soldier  of  the  Frencli  Guard 
were  killed.  The  mob  now  fled  into  the  gaidena  of  the  Tuileries, 
wherSj  bdag  still  pursoed,  an  old  man,  who  was  unconcerned  in  the 
riot,  was  wounded ;  upon  which  the  confusion  and  uproar  became 
universal,  and  a  general  shout  burst  from  the  people,  "  To  arms ! " 
which  was  echoed  through  the  Tuileries,  the  Palais-Royal,  the  City, 
and  the  Faubourgs.  During  the  whole  night,  Paris  continued  in  a 
state  of  ferment.  The  French  Ciuards,  who  were  known  to  be  well- 
affected  towards  the  populace,  had  been  ordered  to  remain  in  their 
barracks ;  but,  on  learning  what  waa  passing  m  ihe  aty,  they  seiied 
their  arms,  and,  matrhing  to  the  scene  of  action,  fired  npon  the  foreign 
troops,  to  whom  the  restoration  of  order  had  been  entrusted.  The 
alarm-bell  was  rung  in  every  chorch,  and  die  authorities  of  tite 
districts  hastily  assembled  to  concert  measnree  for  tiie  safoty  of  the 
captal.  The  citisens  began  to  focm  bands  of  vohmteers,  who  paraded 
the  streets,  in  wliich  large  flres  were  lighted,  and  drew  up  in  the 
squares  and  public  gardens,  enjoining  all  who  appeared  disposed  to 
break  the  peace  to  remain  quiet  till  morning. 

At  dayUght,  on  the  13th,  a  number  of  persons  went  from  house  to 
house,  demanding  arms  :  but,  though  the  confusion  was  such  that 
almost  any  crime  might  have  been  committed  with  impunity,  the 
only  pillage  that  took  j)lace  was  at  the  armourers'  shops,  and  from 
these  nothing  was  taken  but  guns  and  swords,  for  wliich  receipts  were 
given.  Every  place  in  which  arms  or  ammunition  was  supposed  to 
be  deposited  was  ransacked;  but  still  the  supply  was  inadequate  to 
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the  demand.  It  was  findfy  resolved,  by  MNme  of  ihe  electon  of  Paris, 
who  had  fimned  a  Permanent  Committee  among  themselves,  and  taken 
the  power  of  governing  the  City  into  their  own  hands,  to  order  fifty 
thousand  pikes  to  be  instantly  forged;  and,  in  the  meantime,  that  a 
burgess  guard,  to  tlic  number  of  forty-eight  thousand  men,  shouhl  l)c 
organized,  in  which  all  the  cilLicns  were  invited  to  enrol  themst  lvts. 
The  command  of  this  body  was  offered  to  the  Duke  d'Aumont,  who 
required  twenty-four  hours  for  consideration ;  and,  in  the  interval, 
the  Marquis  de  SaUe  was  appointed  in  his  stead.  The  green 
dieniiil  Ittnret  were  displaced  by  the  red  aaid  blue  cockade,  die 
ooloara  of  the  capital :  die  dtisena  dmnged  to  fill  the  raiiki  of  die 
new  wnuj,  and  were  joined  by  the  medical  ttttdents,  die  loldierB  of 
die  ci^  watch,  and  die  Frendi  Ghiaide.  Patrola  were  fiwmed  to 
guard  the  itreeti,  and  at  m^t  erery  precmition  waa  taken  to  preyent 
diatnrbance ;  but  the  inhahitanta  continued  to  be  in  a  state  of  the  most 
dreadful  alarm  and  anxiety,  not  only  lest  the  city  should  be  attacked, 
and  subjected  to  martial  law,  by  the  troops  quartered  without  the 
walls,  but  for  fear  that  the  clamorous  multitude,  who  had  entirely 
ceased  from  work,  shouhl  be  driven,  by  rage  and  hunger,  to  desperate 
excesses.  It  was  observed,  too,  that  a  number  of  half-famished, 
ragged,  ferocious-looking,  and  apparently  homeless  wretches,  who 
formed  no  portion  of  the  ordinary  population  of  the  capital,  began  to 
mingle  with  the  throng,  and  urge  it  to  deeds  of  violence  and  blood- 
shed. "  They  were,"  says  an  cyc-witucw,  "  men  armed  like  savages ; 
creatures  such  as  no  man  ever  remembered  to  have  met  in  open  day. 
Whence  came  they?  Who,  or  what  had  drawn  them  &cm  thi^ 
dark  ratreati?*' 

If  it  had  been  intended  to  act  widi  Tigonr  againat  the  inamgenta, 
die  Iddi  waa  ptobabty  the  time  when  it  might  have  been  done  widi 
meat  eject.  The  crowd  were  bedly  aimed;  few  of  the  higher  claaaei 

cf  citizens  had  joined  them;  diey  had  no  artillery,  no  ammunition, 
were  fenUNhing  for  want  of  provisions,  and  without  a  leader,  whose 
skill,  courage,  or  fidelity  could  be  relied  upon:  but  the  King  and  his 
Council,  although  seeking  to  intimidate,  were  desirous  of  sparing  the 
people ;  and  the  orders  issued  to  the  trooi^  were,  that  tliey  should 
refrain  from  all  acts  of  severity,  and  never,  unless  at  the  last  extremity, 
and  in  their  own  defence,  fire  upon  their  opponents.    The  Court  had 
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adopted  die  BHHtaken  notHm«  diat  forbearance  would  have  some  effect 
upon  the  nob;  and  that  a  revolt  might  be  aa^^waied  without  i»> 

flicting  personal  injoiy  npon  the  rebels. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  14th,  the  people,  in  momentary 
expectation  of  being  attacked  by  tlic  military,  and  informed  that 
the  Bastille  was  about  to  be  reinforced  with  a  stronsr  garrison, 
hastened  to  the  Hotel  des  Invalides,  where  a  large  magazine  of  arms 
was  said  to  exist.  The  Governor  made  no  resistance  when  summoned  j 
to  surrender ;  and,  although  six  Swiss  battalions  and  a  body  of  eight  \ 
hundred  horse  lay  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  every  thing  was 
left  at  Ae  diaerelioii  of  the  rioters.  Twenty-eight  thomand  muakett, 
and  a  connderable  quantity  of  apean  and  lafaxea,  were  finind  in  tlie 
vaults  beneath  the  dome,  which,  with  the  cannon  from  the  Esplanade, 
were  immediately  eonv^red  to  the  Hdtel  do  "^^1110.  The  cannon 
were  placed  at  tibe  entrance  to  the  Frabonigs,  at  the  castle  of  the 
Toileries,  upon  the  quays  and  bridges;  and  the  small  aims  were 
dktribnted  among  die  newly-raised  army  of  dtinna.  It  was  pre- 
sently resolved  to  attack  the  Bastille,  before  the  troops  intended  for 
its  defence  should  arrive ;  and  orders  having  been  given  by  the 
Committee  to  that  effect,  a  general  cry  aroee  from  all  sides,  **  To  the 
Bastille  !  to  the  Bastille  !  "  From  nine  in  the  morning  till  two  in  the 
afternoon,  nothing  but  this  reiterated  shoxit  could  be  heard  throughout 
Paris.  It  seemed,  from  the  immeose  concourse  hasteniug  thither, 
armed  with  all  kinds  of  weapons, —  guns,  swords,  pikes,  halberts, 
hammers,  axes,  scythes,  pitchforks,  spits,  and  clubs,  —  that  the  whole 
population  of  the  capital,  men,  women,  and  children,  had  devoted 
themselves  to  the  destruction  of  thia  odious  prison,  which  had  long 
been  considered  one  of  the  duef  bnhrailai  ti  daapotintt  m  France. 
Of  the  pracesrion  itsd^  no  descr^lion  would  aflBurd  an  adequate  idea. 
AMuwif^  totally  imprepazed  fixr  an  attack,  De  Launayf  the  governor* 
flrom  the  commencement  of  the  insurrection,  had  taken  die  precawdon 
to  raise  die  drawbridge,  and  to  post  sentinels  on  the  waUs  and  towera. 
Three  guns,  loaded  widi  cannister-ahot,  commanded  the  entrance; 
and  about  iifkeen  pieces  were  plaeed  npon  the  waUs,  and  pouted 
towards  Paris. 

A  member  of  the  National  Assembty,  named  Thuriot  do  la  Rosiere, 
dnnanded  an  interview  with  the  Qanam,  and  being  admitted  to  hie 


Digitized  by  Google 


THB  FBBSOH  BITOLVTIOX. 


preMBC^  Mqnired  iht  sanebder  of  tlie  fortnw.  Thi»  wu  too'im*' 
reMooable  to  be  complied  vith;  but  J)e  Launay  pranlBed  that  ihe 
garriaon— wbidi  indeed  oonnated  but  of  diixly-two  Swiaa  aoUBeN,- 
and  abottt  e^bly  invalida— dioidd  not  fire  upon  the  people,  nnlen 
in  lelf'ddeBce.  It  waa  obaenmU  bowever,  iKat  on  die  Ufwm  of  tbe' 
drawbridge  a  mass  of  stones  and  broken  iron  had  been  collected  to 
crush  those  who  should  advance  to  the  foot  of  tlie  walls.  Thuriot, 
returning  to  the  besiegers,  related  what  he  had  heard  and  seen ;  but 
the  knowledge  that  any  preparation  had  been  made  for  defending  the 
place,  served  to  exasperate  the  crowd,  who  shouted  more  furiously 
than  ever,  "  Down  with  the  Bastille  ! "  A  few  {lotcrmined  men  then 
suddenly  nishcd  forward,  knocked  down  a  sentinel,  and  struck  the 
chains  of  the  great  bridge  with  :ixes.  Tlie  soldiers  within  called  upon 
the  assailants  to  &11  back,  or  they  would  fire ;  but  die  aaiault  waa 
continued  till  the  drawbridge  fell,  and  gave  admittance  to  die  first 
court.  When  the  mob  had  reached  the  eecond  bridge,  it  waa  fired 
upon  by  die  addieraj  and  one  man  beang  hiUed,  and  several  wounded, 
the  crowd  was  in  an  instant  put  to  flight,  and  called  out  for  mercy. 
A  deputation  firom  die  people  waa  aent  to  parley,  and  the  firing 
ceaaed;  but  the  insurgents  still  pressing  forward,  regardless  of  the 
remoMtnmcea  of  the  soldiera,  towards  the  inner  drawbridge,  the 
garrison  was  compelled  a  second  time  to  fire,  in  order  to  disperse 
thorn.  Tliis  discharge  did  conhiderablc  execution  ;  but  it  rendered 
the  people,  whose  number  was  increasing  every  moment,  bolder  and 
more  enraged.  They  di^troyed  tbe  guard -bouse,  ])lun«U  ri'tl  the 
shops  and  barracks  of  the  fore-court,  and  gave  tbe  (iovernor's  house 
to  the  flames.  A  cannon  was  now  tired  upon  the  besiegers,  accom- 
panied with  a  third  discharge  of  musketry.  A  young  officer,  of 
czlnoffdinary  courage,  named  £lie,  then  advanced,  at  die  head  of 
aboota  doaen  cidiens^  to  die  edge  of  the  sioat,  and  called  o«t  to  die 
gnriMm,  diat  if  die  fertre—  were  auRendered  not  a  man  ahoold  be 
hnt  De  Lannay,  wheae  whole  atoek  of  providena  cmwiatod  of  two 
aadn  of  flour  and  a  litde  rice,  and  who  knew  dttt  dw  invalidi  were 
not  to  be  depended  upon,  was  in  no  condition  to  sustain  a  protracted 
si^e,  and  therefore  ofiered  to  capitulate  on  Elie's  terms ;  insisting, 
however,  upon  haWng  these  in  writing,  ratified  by  the  Committee  of 
the  UAtel  de  ViUe.   While  Uiis  offer  waa  being  debated  by  the 
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leading  dtiaeiis,  die  French  Guard  anired  vitih  the  camum,  taken 
firom  die  Hdtd  dea  Laralidea.  The  mob,  encouraged  by  tihis  im- 
portant reinforoenient,  would  not  hencefixrth  liaten  to  anydiing  but 
instant  and  unconditional  sorrender;  and  De  Lannaj,  aeeing  die 
liopeleaaneaa  of  reaistance,  and  ieaxing  die  conieqnencea  of  defeat, 
seized  a  liglited  matdi  firom  a  cannon  near  Him,  and  rusbed  towards 
the  powder  magazine,  determined  to  blow  iip  the  building,  and  bury 
himself  and  the  besiegers  in  the  ruina.  The  sentinels  on  duty  pre- 
vented this  act  of  desperation,  by  opposing  their  bayonets  to  their 
I  commander's  breast ;  and  in  the  .midst  of  the  confusion,  within  and 
j  without  the  fortress,  the  drawbridge  was  lowered,  and  (he  insurgents 
became  masters  of  the  Bastille.  Elic,  who  again  pledged  his  word  for 
the  personal  safety  of  the  garrison,  received  the  keys  of  the  place,  but 
refused  to  accept  the  Governor's  sword  which  was  tendered  to  him. 
The  brave  £Ue  exerted  all  bia  eloquence  to  be  permitted  to  perform 
his  promise  of  protection;  but  die  mob,  aa  soon  aa  dief  were  out  of 
danger,  became  mqplacable,  and  yelled  firanticalty,  "Give  up  thoae 
who  hare  fired  on  dieir  feUow-dtiaena— diej  merit  deathl"  Several 
invalida  and  Swiaa  aoldiers,  with  two  or  three  officen,  were  torn  from 
dimr  defenden  and  aaaaaainated  iqwn  the  apot;  a  few  who  were 
dressed  in  common  linen  frocks,  escaped  unnoticed  among  die  crowd, 
the  rest  were  dragged  in  triumph  through  the  streets,  first  to  the 
Place  de  GrSve,  where  two  of  their  numbtt  wwe  haiiged»  and  i 
thence  to  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  where  De  Launay  and  his  major, — after 
sustaining  every  indignity  which  a  mob,  intoxicated  with  unexpected 
success,  and,  it  must  be  admitted,  vmaccustomcd  to  acts  of  mercy  or 
justice,  could  inflict,  —  had  tlieir  heads  inhumanly  hacked  oflf.  The 
intercessions  of  Elie,  to  which  were  added  those  of  La  Sidle  and 
Moreau  de  St  M^ry,  were  successful  in  saving  the  lives  of  twenty- 
I  two  odier  persons,  whose  blood  wia  dmnanded.  Ihe  heads  of  De 
Launay,  De  Lorme,  and  several  of  their  murdered  eomradea,  were 
then  stuck  v^on  pikes,  and  carried  in  procession  through  the  streets 
and  aquarea  of  the  capital  to  the  Palaia-BoyaL  But  atill  inaatiate, 
dm  labfale  demanded  more  vklima.  It  was  pretended  diat  a  letter 
had  been  found  implicating  Flesselles,  the  mayor,  in  a  conspiracy 
to  mislead  the  citizens,  and  relieve  the  BaatiUe.  He  demanded  to 
be  heard  at  the  Falaia-Boyal;  but  on  the  way  thither,  one  of  faia  ' 
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aocoien  despatched  hin\  with  a  pistol  shot.  At  night,  barricades  and 
entrenchments  were  formed  in  the  streets,  stones  and  other  missiles 
were  carried  to  the  tops  of  the  houses,  a  great  number  of  pikes 
wore  forged  and  bullets  cast,  and  everything  indicated  the  fear  of 
aji  immediate  attack  from  the  iniHtarv. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Bastille  was  searched  and  ransacked  in  every 
part.    Tliere  were  but  seven  prisoners  found,  not  one  of  whom  had 
been  incarcerated  during  the  reign  of  Louis  X\"I.  Four  were  confined 
for  forgery,  and  three,— -one  of  whom  was  an  insane  Englishman,  of 
the  name  of  WhitOy — ^fer  unknown  oflfenoes.  The  poptdaoe  expected 
to  find  many  more,  and  ezplared  etery  taming  and  crevice  to  diaoom 
plaoee     concealment;  bnt  the  fearful  ceUa  and  dungeons,  with  the 
ezcepdons  mentioned,  and  one  vanlt  in  whidi  a  akeleton  was  feund 
hanging  to  an  iron  cramp  in  the  wall,  were  tenandess.   It  was  unfer-  | 
j    tunate  diat,  in  dieir  blind  fery,  the  captors  destroyed  die  house  and 
j     oflkes  of  the  Governor,  in  which  were  kept  the  official  books  and 
j     papers,  whidi  might  have  thrown  additumal  li^t  cm  the  history  of 
I     the  prison. 

i  During  the  night,  the  Duke  de  Liancourt  carried  to  the  King  the 
news  of  the  plunder  of  the  Hotel  des  Invalidcs,  the  attack  and  capture 
of  the  Bastille,  the  massacre  of  its  garrison,  and  the  defection  of  the 

I      French  (iuards.    "It  is  a  revolt!"  exclaimed  the  astonished  Louis.  ' 

j     **  No,  Sire,"  rejilied  the  Duke,  "  it  is  a  revolution  ! "    By  the  advice 

j     of  this  excellent  man,  orders  were  instantly  issued  for  the  withdrawal  I 

'     of  the  troops  from  Paris  and  Versailles;  and  the  Monarch  was 

,  i>crsuaded  to  dismiss  hw  new  Ifiaistry,  and  go  next  di^  to  die 
National  Assembly  to  announce  disse  changes  in  persim,  and  to 

I    reassure  the  Members  of  his  good  intentioos. 

Aoowdingly,  on  the  lAh,  the  King,  widiouft  gotrds,  and  attended 
only  by  his  biolhers,  repaired  to  the  LqjialatiTe  Chamber,  and 

I  announced  diat  he  deajied  nothing  move  than  to  be  incorporated 
with  his  people,  to  whose  representatives  he  catirefrf  confided  himself, 

I  and  for  whose  safety  and  that  of  the  State  he  earnestly  implored  the 
Assembly  to  provide.    At  this  speech  shouts  of  i^plause  echoed  from 

!  rvcrj-  part  of  the  hall;  and  when  the  King  was  about  to  depart,  the 
Members  rose  spontaneously,  and  formed  Ids  retinue  back  to  the 
palace.    The  news  spread  rapidly  from  Versailles  to  VsLxin,  accom-  1 
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panicd  bv  an  announcement  that  Necker  was  recalled,  and  that  I>ouis 
himself  would  come  to  the  capital,  in  order  to  conciliate  the  affections 
of  the  citi/rnfi,  on  the  following  day.  All  was  now  joy  and  enthusiasm : 
and  with  the  cry  of  "  Mvc  la  Nation!"  was  again  mingled  that  of 
"  Vive  Ic  Koi !"  Bailly,  the  president  of  the  National  Assembly,  was 
immediately  noniiniitod  Mayor  of  I'aris;  and  La  Fayette  was  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  burgess,  or,  as  the  corps  was  henceforward 
called,  the  National  Guard. 

This  period  WM  tlie  oomnMnoement  of  tihe  first  emigntioii.  The 
Connt  D'Artois,  the  Princes  of  Gond^  and  Comti,  ^e  fiunily  of 
Polignacj  and  ft  nugority  <tf  die  Minktry,  who  had  sapenedcd 
Necker  and  his  firienda,  ftaring  the  yengeamce  of  the  popahoe,  fled 
in  disgdae  from  France.  Of  dioae  who  remained,  Foolcm  and  his 
son«in*Uw,  Berthier,  were  discovered  in  Paris,  dragged  to  the  Place 
de  Gidre  and  beheaded,  tlieir  heads  carried  through  the  streets  upon 
pikes,  and  their  bodies  tom  to  pieces  in  the  Palais-Royal.    To  shew 
die  nature  of  the  ferocity  which  the  terrible  incidents  of  the  few 
preceding  days  had  freed  from  restraint,  it  mIII  be  sufficient  to 
mention,  that  when  Lally  Tollendal  drew  the  attention  of  the  National 
A'iscmblv  to  the  assassination  of  the  tw  o  Ministers,  Barnave,  a  younff  , 
niun,  in  mourning  for  the  recent  death  of  his  father,  intcrrnptcd  the  | 
recital,  by  exclaiming  with  a  sneer,  "  Is,  then,  the  blood  wliich  has 
been  shed  so  ]iurc  ?"    Insensibility,  indeed,  hatl  begun  to  be  regarded  j 
as  a  virtue  l)y  the  more  violent  democrats,  who  from  seeking  for  | 
freedom  aheady  aspired  after  dominion.    The  insurrecdon  in  Paris 
was  the  signal  for  disturbanoea  ai  ike  most  terrible  character  in  other 
parts  of  die  oonntry.  In  one  province,  thir^-aix  country  scats  were 
bomt  and  destroyed;  in  Langnedoc,  M.  de  Barras  was  hacked  to 
pieces  in  die  presence  of  bis  pregnant  wife;  and  in  Normandy,  a  t 
paralytic  old  man  was  cast  npon  a  bnming  pile,  formed  of  his  own 
property.    I1ie  tide>deeds,  patents  of  privilege,  and  fiomly  papers  of  j 
the  nobiU^  and  gentry,  were  special  olgects  of  vengeance  to  the  | 
peasantry;  who  thus  evinced  a  degree  of  ignorant  barbarism  not 
inferior  to  that  of  the  followers  of  the  English  rebel,  Wat  Tyler, 
upwards  of  four  eenfurlei  earlier. 

On  the  llh  of  AuL,ni-t,  the  National  Assembly,  on  tlic  ni<»tion  of 
the  Duke  dc  Nooilles,  proceeded  to  frame  decrees  for  the  redemption 


Digitized  by  Google 


THB  FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


of  oppressive  feadal  rights,  and  the  suj^prrs^iion  of  oompulsoiy  servi> 
tude.  These  were  immediately  followed  by  the  voluntarv'  ronttnaadon 
by  a  great  number  of  the  nobility  of  their  hereditary  privileges  and 
titles.  The  Duke  du  Cluitclet  proposed  the  abolition  of  tithes,  and  the 
substitution  of  a  small  pecuniary  tax ;  and  the  Bishop  of  Chartres 
moved  for  the  suppressdon  of  seignorial  rights  ;md  niagistorial  juris- 
diction. In  short,  in  a  few  hours,  all  the  abuses  which  had  been  so 
loudly  complaiacd  of,  previously  to  tlie  meeting  of  the  States  General, 
me  taauSkj  abolMhed.  This  was  the  beginiiiug  of  what  the  Kevo- 
lnri<Hii«ti  called  die  Reign  of  Equality.  A  medal  waa  atmck  to 
I  oonineniofate  the  events  of  the  day,  and  Louis  XVI.  Teoaved  the 
;  title  of  « Restorer  of  JFkench  Liberty."  The  National  Assembly 
hencefinrward  took  the  name  of  '*Xhe  Conatitaent  AwemUy,"  and 
devoted  itidf  to  the  framing  of  a  new  Constitutioii  finr  the  kingdom. 
The  celebrated  "  Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Han"  ibUowed,  and  the 
power  of  the  Monarch  was  virtually  abolished. 

It  was  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  the  King  would  readily  sanction 
such  a  total  and  abrupt  change  of  the  national  laws  and  institutions. 
Time  was,  accordingly,  taken  to  deliberate  on  the  subject ;  and  in  the 
meantime,  the  Ministry  took  what  precautions  they  could  to  delay 
I  the  publication  of  all  official  reports  in  which  the  nature  of  the 
decrees  were  mentioned.  The  Asseniblv,  however,  who  in  all  tlu  ir 
proceedings  displayed  strong  suspicions  ol  the  King's  want  of  sincerity, 
promulgated  the  decrees  themselves;  and  a  rumour  was  circulated, 
that  iht  reason  of  delaying  the  Royal  assent  was  the  contemplated 
flight  of  the  King  to  the  firantier,  where  die  emigrant  princes  and 
noUes  were  already  assembled.  The  people,  upon  this,  became 
impatient,  and  gave  vent  to  dieir  indignation  in  angry  menaces  against 
die  Court  and  its  advisers;  and  so  litde  drcunupect  were  the  King's 
oouncallois,  that  an  oocaaon  tot  tnsuivectxm  was  speedily  fimisbed 
to  the  disafliected. 

j  Alarmed  by  the  events  which  had  occurred  in  Paris,  and  by  the 
I  agitation  still  exirting  there  and  throughout  the  provinces,  which  was 
j  greatly  increased  by  a  scarcit)-  of  provisions,  additional  troops  had 
been  summoned  to  \'er».aillcs,  to  protect  the  person  of  the  King,  and 
j  the  (lardes-du-corps  iiad  l)tcn  doubled.  This  was  industriously  mag- 
•     nififid  into  proof  of  an  intended  attempt  to  bring  about  a  counter- 
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revolution,  to  annul  the  decrees,  and  disaolTe  the  Aaaembly.    Dm  Ing 

this  period  of  suspense  and  apprehension,  namely,  on  the  Ui  of 
October,  the  Gardes-du-corps  imprudently  gave  a  splendid  fete,  at  the 
palace,  to  the  officers  of  several  regiments  of  foreigners,  then  stationed 
nt  Versailles.  The  grand  banquet-hall,  which  it  had  never  been 
{  customary  to  use,  except  for  state  festivals,  was  tlirnwn  open  on  this 
occasion.  The  King,  Quern,  and  Dauphin  graced  the  lete  with  their 
presence,  and  the  guests  cxliibilcd  a  degree  of  loyalty  which  appears 
to  have  been  rendered  exuberant  by  wine.  When  the  Royal  Family 
had  irithdnnm,  all  reaerro  was  hanidied.  Hie  party  drew  their 
flwordfl,  and  vowed  eternal  attachment  to  the  Monarchy;  they  threw 
dieir  tri-coloared  cockades  on  the  floor,  and  trampled  on  diem;  (he 
band  sounded  a  charge,  the  officers  rushed  as  to  an  assault  into  the 
galleries,  and  were  there  recdlTed  with  caresses  by  die  ladies  of  die 
Court,  who  decorated  diem  with  white  ribbons  and  cockades.  The 
whole  scene  waa  ridiculously  extruvagant;  but  its  details  being 
reported  in  Paris,  created  the  greatest  fermentation.  With  a  folly,  j 
which  is  utterly  unaccountable,  the  banquet  was  suffered  to  be 
renewed  in  the  same  place  two  days  afterwards. 

By  the  oth,  the  fear  of  counter-revolutionary  conspiracies,  and  want 
of  food,  had  excited  ihc  people  to  absolute  frenzy.    A  young  woman, 
most  probably  tutored  for  that  purpose,  rushed  into  a  guard-house, 
seiied  a  drum,  and  ran  along  the  .streets  beating  it,  crying,  "  Bread, 
bread!"    She  was  soon  surrounded  by  an  immense  crowd  of  persons 
of  each  sex  and  of  all  ages,  who,  after  forcing  their  way  to  the  inte- 
rior of  the  Hdtel  de  Ville,  and  plnndering  it  of  a  large  quantity  of 
arms,  sounded  die  tocsin,  and  prepared  to  nwrch  to  Versaolles.  The 
National  Guards,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  La  Fayette,  their 
chie^  and  the  French  Guards,  in  the  evening,  feUowed  the  mob,  and 
!    took  with  them  a  train  of  artiUery.   The  late  and  unexpected  i^ipear- 
I    ance  of  such  a  numerous  cavalcade,  whidi  has  been  computed  to  have 
I    consisted  of  thirty  thousand  persons,  created  the  utmost  terror  in  the 
i     Court.    Tlic  Gardes-du-corps  were  drawn  up  in  the  coiirt  of  the 
I     palace,  and  the  other  regiments  were  ordered  to  keep  themselves  in 
I     readiness  to  repress  any  tumult  that  might  arise.    At  first,  all  was 
j     tr;inr|uil  ;  liuf  it  was  scarcely  possible  that  such  an  assemblage,  enter- 
taining feelings  of  the  most  determined  hatred  to  the  soldiers  who 
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remuned  attaehed  to  lihe  King,  ilunild  refrain  from  expi'eaaiug  their 
hoatOi^.  After  two  <»r  three  honra,  a  qiiaorrel  aroaej  and  the  Gardea- 
dn-corps  were  attacked  by  die  populace,  who  pimued  them  to  die 
interior  of  the  palace.  In  the  midst  of  the  fray.  La  Fayette  and  the 
Xational  Guard  arrived,  and  speedily  restored  order.  The  Marquis,  | 
by  his  prudence  and  moderation,  gained  the  esteem  of  both  parties,  ' 
and  became  the  mediator  between  them.  By  his  advice,  the  Parisians 
accepted  the  hospitality  of  the  citizens  of  \'ersailles,  and  retired  for 
the  nif^ht ;  and  the  King  was  induced  to  send  for  the  Fresident  of  the 
Constituent  Assembly,  and  sign  the  disputed  decrees  and  the  "  Decla- 
ration of  Kight<»." 

At  dawn,  however,  a  fresh  disturbance  arose.    Some  of  the  mob 
Imving  penetrated  to  the  inner  court  of  the  palace,  the  entrance  to 
whidi  had  been  left  unguarded,  percdved  an  officer  of  the  Garde^ 
dn-oorpa  at  a  windov,  and  aooosted  him  widi  taunts  and  abase.  Tkd 
officer  fired,  and  wounded  one  of  his  assailants.  The  crowd,  which  was 
}jj  itoM  time  nomerooa,  mahed  froionaly  on  the  soldiera,  who  defended 
the  entrance  and  passages  of  the  pslaee,  foot  by  loot;  bat,  being  over- 
powered, they  were  driven  back  to  the  doors  of  the  royal  apartments,  i 
from  which  the  Queen  had  barely  time  to  escape,  half  dressed,  ere  her  | 
chamber  was  forcibly  entered.    La  Fayette,  who  had  not  retired  to  | 
rest  above  an  hour,  wh<  n  the  news  of  this  outrage  was  brought  to 
him.  wa.«i  quickly  on  horseback,  and  hastened  to  the  palace.  He 
instantly  ]mt  him<!elf  at  the  he.id  of  some  French  Guards,  who  had 
been  attr.icted  to  the  spot,  and  succeeded  in  dispersing  the  populace,  j 
and  rescuing  the  few  survivors  of  the  gallant  (iardc-du-corps  from  i 
the  masisacre  with  which  they  were  threatened.    'Hie  mob  now  rallied 
I      in  the  marble-court,  under  the  King's  balcony,  and  demanded  the 
!     appearance  of  Louis.   On  the  guarantee  of  La  Fayette  for  their  safety, 
I     the  King  and  Queen  went  forward,  and,  with  lend  cries,  the  people 
insisted  <m  theur  immediately  accompan^-ing  them  to  Paris,  vnder  a 
j     pretended  apprdiennon  of  their  contemplated  flight    In  order  to 
reooncile  all  differences,  die  earnest  and  sincere  La  Fayette  then  led 
into  the  balcony  an  officer  of  the  Boyal  Guard,  and,  after  placing  in 
hi«  hat  a  tri-colonred  cockade,  embraced  him  in  "the  presence  of  the 
I     multitude,  who  immediately,  nvith  one  accord,  shouted,  "  Ix)ng  live 
'    the  Gardee^*corpa!*'    The  Boyal  Famity  immediately  afterwards 
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set  out  finr  Uie  cental,  escorted  by  the  National  Guard*  "  Tliese 
events,"  says  Mignet^  "destroyed  the  ancient  regime  of  die  Court, 

by  taking  away  its  guard,  transporting  it  from  the  Royal  town  to  the 
scene  of  the  Bevolntion,  and  placing  it  under  the  surveiUance  of  the 
people." 

The  Constituent  Assembly  forthwith  removed  its  sittings  to  Paris, 
and  shortly  afterwards  passed  a  decree  for  dividing  the  kingdom  into 
departments,  and  for  tlie  abolition  of  local  jurisdictions.  To  these 
alterations  considerable  opposition  was  ofiered,  not  only  by  individuals, 
but  by  the  Local  States  of  two  entire  pro\'inces — Langucdoc  and 
Britany  —  and  the  Parliaments  of  Mctz,  Koucn,  Bourdraux,  and 
Toulouse.  The  clerg}',  also,  and  many  of  those  wlio  had  promoted 
the  Revolution,  while  it  appeared  to  have  a  constitutional  object 
only,  began  to  exclaim  against  iStuB  assumption  of  power  by  die  As> 
sembly,  which,  in  truth,  had  abeady  grown  to  be  more  arbitrary 
ihma  die  Sovereign  had  ever  been.  The  first  decided  oppositiasiy 
however,  whidi  was  offired  to  the  Assembly  by  the  people,  was 
manifested  <m  the  attempted  sale  of  the  church  property,  whidi  the 
Bevofaitioatary  Government  sought  to  impropriate  to  its  own  use. 
Individuab  refused  to  hoj,  and  lew  could  be  prevailed  on  to  accept 
ihe  securities  issued,  under  the  name  of  Au^ptatt,  fiir  loans  on  the 
estates  of  the  clergy.  Hence  discord  arose  in  the  Assembly  itself; 
and  many  of  the  members,  both  of  the  clergy  and  laity,  with  a 
prophetic  foresight  of  what  would  ensue,  resigned  their  seats  as 
representatives,  and  quitted  the  country.  The  people,  too,  began  in 
the  departments  to  call  upon  the  Assembly,  which  had  so  far  exceeded 
the  powers  originally  delegated  to  it,  and  whieli  had  only  been 
appointed  for  a  year,  to  dissolve  itself,  in  order  that  new  Deputies 
might  be  elected,  and  the  kingdom  be  fairly  represented  under  the 
new  system  of  government  which  had  been  creatid  "The  founders 
of  liberty,"  s;ud  the  Abbe  Maurv,  who  advocated  compliimce  with 
these  requisitions^.''  should  respect  the  liberty  of  the  Nation.  The 
Constitution  being  made,  the  rights  of  the  people,  over  their  repre- 
sentatives, should  be  respected.'*  The  Assembly,  however,  refused 
to  listen  to  these  just  demands;  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mirabeau, 
dedared,  that  it  would  only  cease  to  act  as  a  Legislative  bo^  when 
its  work  was  accomplished.  In  other  words,  that  it  intended  to 
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maintain  ite  umrped  authority,  till  deprived  thereof  by  a  power  tnpt» 
rior  to  ita  own.  It  would  he  unjnat  to  the  Bevolntionisti,  however, 
to  deny  that  sereial  of  their  decrees  were  moderate,  wise,  and  just. 
They  aboh^hcd  the  sale  of  offices  of  justice ;  rendered  the  judges 
independent  of  the  Crown  :  nnd  established  trial  by  jury,  the  freedom 
of  the  i)ress,  and  universal  liberty  of  conscience.  Tbe  King,  it  may 
l»e  added,  after  having  been  forced  to  quit  ^'ersailies,  considered 
himself,  as  in  reality  he  was,  a  priiioner,  and  hcsit^ited  not  to  sanction 
whatever  was  proposed  to  him  by  those  who  held  him  in  custody, 
tacitly  reserving  the  right  of  rescinding  his  acquiescence,  at  a  favour- 
able opportunity,  as  having  been  extorted  by  fear. 

The  14th  of  July,  1790,  the  uaamtaj  of  taking  like  BattiDe,  was 
appointed  finr  a  grand  oonfoderalion  of  the  kingdom  in  die  Okmp  d» 
Man^  where  die  King,  the  Conatitaent  AMembly,  the  National 
Guard,  and  Deputies  from  the  several  departaoents,  were  to  take  an 
oadi  of  obedienoe  to  the  New  Conatitation.  Aa  n  parelnde  to  thia 
festival,  all  distinctive  titles,  armorial  bearings,  liveries,  and  orders 
of  chivalry  were  formally  abolished;  "in  order,"  aeya  a  democratic 
writer  "  that  vanity  might  forego  ita  privileges  as  power  had  already 
done."  The  people  assembled  at  seven  in  the  morning,  on  the 
site  of  the  Bastille,  and  proceeded  thence  to  the  scene  of  the  cele- 
bration. The  Champ  de  Mars  was  surrounded  by  steps  of  green 
turf,  ri.sing  above  each  other,  wiiich  were  occupied  by  upwards  of 
four  hundred  thousand  spectators.  In  the  centre  was  an  antique 
altar,  around  which  were  places  for  the  King  and  his  family,  the 
Assembly,  and  the  Municipality.  The  federates  of  the  dejjartments 
were  ranged  under  their  respective  banners ;  the  deputies  of  the  army 
aconrdimr  to  dieir  raaki  under  die  ooloura  <^  dieir  aeveral  oorpa. 
Ihe  Bbhop  of  Anton,  m  pontifical  robca,  offidated  at  the  altar, 
aaaiHed  bj  fimr  hnadred  priaati,  in  white  aaiplieea  and  tricolonred 
scarft.  Ifasa  waa  celebrated  to  the  aonnd  of  military  mnaic,  and 
Talleyrand  blesaed  die  oriflamme  and  the  banners  of  the  depertments. 
La  Fi^ette,  borne  to  die  altar  in  the  armi  of  die  grenadiera  of  the 
National  Guard,  pronounced  the  following  oath,  which  was  repeated 
after  him  by  the  whole  assemblage.  "  A\'e  swear  to  be  for  ever 
faithful  to  the  Nation,  the  Law,  and  the  King;  to  maintain  the 
established  Constitution,  and  to  remain  united,  aa  Frenchmen,  by 


Digitized  by  Google 


IVTRODUCTOBT  SKBTCH  OF 


indissoluble  tics  of  fraternity."  Discharges  of  artillery,  blended  M'itli 
martial  music,  the  clashinj^  of  arms,  and  the  applauding  shouts  of 
the  people  then  rent  the  air,  and  the  ceremonial  was  closed  by  a  hymn 
of  thanksgiving.  In  the  evening,  the  theatres  were  thrown  open 
at  the  pubUc  expense,  Paris  was  illuminated,  and  balls  and  enter- 
taiuments  were  given  by  tlie  citizens.  The  spot  on  which  the  Bastille 
had  stood  twelve  months  before,  was  devoted  to  dancing;  and  many 
persons  thought  that  the  Revolutioii  was  happily  terminated.  The 
fifiFCseaeM  of  ftotum,  lunrerer,  only  alnmbered  fiv  a  time,  to  airake 
widi  tienfiild  energy,  and  deluge  the  country  with  Uood. 

In  the  meantime,  the  King,  becoming  daily  more  anzioua  for  the 
aafety  of  his  ftmify  and  himself  sought  the  means  of  escape  from 
captiTi^.  In  his  interoouise  with  Miiabeau,  as  leader  of  the  As- 
sembly, Louis  had  discoyered  ihat  the  patriotism  of  the  orator  was 
snbeervient  to  the  gratification  of  hk  profligate  pleasnres,  and  that 
wealth  and  honours  were  deemed  by  him  4^  more  worth  than 
principles.  Mirabcau  had  consequently  been  won  to  promise  assist- 
ance to  the  Royal  Family  in  escaping  from  Paris,  if  it  should  be 
found  impracticable  to  restore  the  kingly  authority  by  means  of  the 
Assembly,  which  had  overthrown  it.  He  accordingly  opened  a  com- 
munication with  the  Marquis  de  Bouill«^,  governor  of  Mctz,  an  officer 
of  known  courage  and  talent,  and  an  avowed  royalist,  who  airrced 
not  only  to  facilitate  the  King's  escape,  if  necessaiy,  but  to  endeavour 
to  bring  over  the  troops  under  liis  command  to  the  royal  cause.  The 
sudden  death  of  ^lirabcau,  which  happened  in  April,  1791,  put  an 
end  to  the  project  of  converting  the  Assembly,  and  postponed  the 
period  of  the  royal  flight  In  order,  however,  to  ascertun  how  far 
he  was  to  be  permitted  the  exercise  of  jtersonal  freedom,  the  King, 
immediately  after  the  death  of  Mirabeau,  announced  his  intenticm  to 
go  for  change  of  air  to  St  Cloud.  The  royal  carriagea  were  accord- 
I  ingly  drawn  out,  and  Louis  and  his  consort  had  already  taiken  ^eir 
I  seats,  when  an  outcry  was  raised  by  the  spectators,  and  echoed  by  the 
i  National  Guard  upon  duty,  that  the  departure  of  die  King  should  not 
j  be  permitted.  La  Fayette  was  sent  for,  and,  on  his  arrival  at  tiie 
•  palace,  remonstrated  with  the  refractory  soldiers,  but  to  no  purpose : 
they  absolutely  refused  to  allow  the  carriages  to  quit  the  precincts  of 
the  Tuileries.   From  this  experiment,  it  was  seen  that  it  would  be 
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neeeMvy  to  eonoeal  every  movement  Uut  m^lift  indicate  •  meditated 
flight:  die  profinmdeat  aeccef^  was,  therefore^  obaerved  in  all  the 
prepaialions.  De  BouiU6,  upon  pretence  of  a  movement  of  the  end- 
grants  on  the  frontier,  had  cstaUiahed  a  camp  at  MontniMy;  and 
shortly  afterwards  placed  detachments  of  soldiers,  on  whose  fidelity  he 
placed  reliance,  along  the  route  the  King  was  to  follow :  assigning  as  a 
rra.son  for  tliesc  dispositions,  that  they  were  made  for  the  protection 
of  the  military  chest  about  to  he  sent  for  the  payment  of  the  army. 

On  the  night  of  the  'J()th  of  June,  the  King  and  Queen,  with  their 
two  children,  attended  by  one  female,  and  escorted  by  three  gentlemen 
of  the  Gardes-du-corps,  succeeded  in  quitting  the  Tuileries  separately, 
and  in  thsguisc;  and  arriving  at  the  riaci-  du  Carrousel,  immediately 
set  off,  iu  a  carriage  which  was  in  readiness,  in  the  direction  of 
MontmMy.  After  a  mnltilnde  of  mifaonloiia  cacapes,  the  Royal 
fugitive*  reached  St  Menehonld,  where  diey  were  met  by  one  of  the 
detachments  sent  fat  their  escort  by  BonilU.  Here,  however,  while 
Aey  halted  to  diange  horses,  the  King,  emboldened  by  the  distance 
between  him  and  Paris,  imprudently  ventured  to  shew  himself  in 
front  of  the  post-honse,  and,  from  the  fiital  likenem  of  him  depicted 
at  the  head  of  the  pabUo  documents,  was  instantly  recognised  by 
Drouct,  the  postmaster's  son,  an  earnest  Kevolntionist.  Drouct,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  escape  of  his  Sovereign,  mounted  a  fleet  horse, 
and  gallo{)ed  to  Varennea»  where  he  gave  such  information  as  led  to 
the  detention  of  the  Royal  party,  on  the  evening  of  the  21st.  The 
National  Guard  w:is  already  under  arms ;  and  the  soldiers  of  Bouille 
either  feared,  or  were  unwilling  to  attempt  a  rescue.  'Vhc  Marquis, 
having  been  informed  of  the  arrest,  hastened  himself,  with  a  regiment 
of  cavalry,  to  Vareuncs,  on  the  following  day  ;  but  the  King  had 
been  several  hours  on  the  road  to  Paris  when  he  arrived,  and  the 
dragoons  refusing  to  proceed,  and  betraying  other  symptoma  of  dis- 
affection,  BonflM  hastened  to  quit  the  kingdnm.  Monsieur,  the  King's 
eldest  brother,  afterwards  Louis  XVIII.,  who  quitted  Paris  at  die 
same  time  with  the  Kmg,  reached  Brussels  in  safety. 

Th^  AaaaaUy  and  the  ParisSans,  when  they  had  first  heard  of  the 
King's  flight,  were  seised  with  panic  It  was  confidently  prophesied 
by  all  parties,  that  he  would  ^ecdily  return,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of 
emigranti  and  foreigners,  to  annul  all  the  proceedings  of  the  fievo- 
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lutionists,  and  re-establiah  die  ancient  despotism.   BaiUy,  La  Fayette, 

and  a  number  of  otherSi  were  charged  as  being  accessories  to  the 
esciipo.  In  sliort,  it  was  easy  to  perceive,  that  had  the  King  at  this 
time  been  able  to  reach  a  foreign  asylum,  the  philosophical  Consti- 
tution of  France  would  not  only  have  proved  insufficient  for  the 
maintenance  of  order,  but  would  have  presently  become  an  utter 
wreek  in  the  hands  of  its  makers. 

The  King  and  (juccn.  on  reaching  Paris,  were  recommitted  to  the 
Tuilcries,  and  the  Assembly  at  once  took  measures  to  provide  against 
the  inconvenience  of  a  similar  escape,  by  first  suspending  the  Royal 
authority,  and  afterwards  decreeing  that  the  Crown  should  be  forfeited 
in  case  the  King  retxacted  hia  oath  to  the  Constitution,  or  should  put 
himself,  or  anffiBr  anotSier  to  do  ao  in  Ina  name,  at  the  head  of  an 
anny  hoetile  to  the  nation.  It  waa  aignificantly  added,  that  any  act 
involving  auch  forfeiture  irould  reduce  the  King  to  the  condition  of 
a  mere  citizen,  and  that  Mb  peraon  would  then  oeaae  to  be  invioUUe. 
The  BepuUican,  or,  aa  it  waa  called  from  its  wiginal  place  of  meeting, 
the  Jacobin  party,  waa  avexae  even  to  thia  antall  eztenaum  of  finrour, 
and  instigated  the  mob  to  petition  for  the  immediate  dethronement 
and  trial  of  the  King.  The  meeting  for  thia  purpose  took  place  in 
the  Champ  dc  Mars,  and  the  petition  was  placed,  iat  signatore, 
upon  the  altar  of  the  Federation.  In  order  that  the  proceedings  of 
tlie  day  might  not  be  unmarked,  the  blood  of  two  invalids,  who, 
unconscious  of  offence,  were  found  at  breakfast  under  the  scaffolding 
which  supported  the  altar,  was  poured  forth  as  a  libation.  These  j 
jxior  men  were  stigmatized  as  spies,  and  instantly  put  to  a  cruel  ' 
death  ;  and  their  heads,  being  placed  upon  jiikes,  were  displayed  as  j 
I  standards  to  thi^  multitude.  Danton  and  Desmoulins  harangued  the 
,     meeting,  inciting  it  to  persist  in  the  jiraycT  of  the  petition ;  but  the 

•  object  of  the  tiuuult  being  by  this  time  known,  and  the  munieijiality 
having  received  orders  from  Uie  Assembly  lo  disperse  the  rioters, 
La  Fayette  and  Bailly  arrived  on  the  field,  at  the  head  of  twelve 
hundred  of  the  Natioiud  Gnard;  and  having  vainly  enjoined  the 

•  peaceable  departure  of  the  rabUe,  nnfiirled  the  red  flag,  and  pro- 
j    daimed  martial  law.    The  enraged  moltitttde  vodftrated,  "  Down 

•  with  La  Fayette!— Down  with  the  red  flagl"  and  asaailed  the 
soldiery  with  a  volley  of  stones.    La  Fayette  gave  oidcfa  to  fire 
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over  die  beads  of  the  crowd;  but  dm,  instead  ot  intuddatiiig;, 
rendered  them  more  insolent,  and  it  became  necessary  to  order  a 
second  discharge,  which,  being  poured  directly  into  the  throng,  killed 
iqnrards  of  a  hundred  upon  the  spot.   The  mob  fled  with  the  utmost 

precipitation  ;  and,  in  less  than  five  minutes,  not  one  of  the  petitioners 
remained  on  the  Champ  de  Mars.  "  The  Constituted  authorities," 
says  Sir  Walter  Scott,  "  thus,  for  the  first  time  since  the  Revolution 
commenced,  remaimd  ni.usttrs  ol*  a  contebted  field,"  This  was  the 
first  real  struggle  In  twcen  the  Kevolutionists  tlietnselv(  s ;  and  had 
their  triumph  heen  followed  up  by  the  CoustitutioiuUibts,  with  the 
txial  and  punishment  of  the  ringleaders  of  the  liepublic-ans,  the 
JaoobiuB  and  LefdUn  banre  been  entirely  crushed.  Their 

leaders,  Danton,  Dfumonlins,  and  Marat,  anticipating  8U(^  a  result, 
akolked  m  concealment  till  a  public  decree  of  amnesty  was  passed  by 
die  Assembly.  Tlie  public  discontent,  bowever,  was  wfw  mom  openly 
manifested  .against  die  Lqpslatare ;  and  the  Bepndes^  after  oom- 
pleting  and  rennng  their  Code  at  Consdtntional  Decrees,  procuring 
the  acceptance  of  them  by  the  King,  and  appointing  the  1st  of 
October  for  the  meeting  of  a  fresh  body  of  Repri'sentatives,  under 
the  title  of  the  "  National  Legulative  Aaaembly,"  relinquished  their 
functions,  and  departed  to  their  several  provinces,  to  agitate  fiir  a  new 
election. 

The  Session  of  the  Constituent  Assrin])Iy  had  cmnmonced  with  the 
States  (Jeneral.  In  the  changes  wliit  li  it  ii.id  intnjdui  (d.  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  it  had  exceeded  its  powe  rs  as  well  a-,  its  ihities;  and 
in  some  instances  passed  decree  s  from  passion  and  i)rejucUce,  instead 
of  reason  and  necessity — hurried  away  by  the  torrent  of  eloquence 
iriudi.  In  matten  of  political  disctuabn,  now  first  gushed  forth  in 
France,  as  ficom  a  long  pent  spring,  to  break  down  and  overwhelm  the 
barriera  widi  wlndi  despotic  power  bad  envinmed  freedom.  Beferenee 
bas  been  previously  made  to  die  want  of  practical  knowledge  in  dm 
Deputies.  TUs  appears  to  bave  induced  most  of  die  errors  of  die 
Assembfy,  wbidi  sou^  to  establish  a  vinonary  sdieme  of  per£seti<m, 
widioiit  soffidentfy  considering  that  men  are  creatures  of  balnt,  upon 
whom  systems  and  dieories,  at  variance  widi  established  modes  of 
thought  and  action,  are  not  likely  to  have  an  effect  beyond  the  moment 
of  bemg  presented  with  the  gloss  of  novel^.  The  intentiotts  of  a 


IMTBODUCTORT  flKBTCH  OF 

majority  of  the  Deputies  were  good ;  and  their  practice  embraced  no 
personal  proscriptions,  but  admitted  to  its  fullest  extent  the  freedom 
of  debate,  and  sffiMrded  die  nqidrite  pfotedioii  to  life  and  property. 
Xlie  Tblenoe  that  occmzed,  dorings  its  attinga,  iraa  neither  directly 
instigated  nor  sandMmed  hy  liie  Anembly,  but  arooe  principally  firom 
the  nnaettled  state  of  men's  nunds,  produced  by  the  sodden  and  great 
dianges  which  the  goivenunent  of  the  oounlry  had  vndeigoiie;  and 
the  necessary  disappointment  of  the  afasnrd  eapertatjons  lAadi  the 
poorest  and  most  ignorant  classes  bad  gnnmded  upon  Aese  changes. 
Many  of  die  members  were,  pedtaps,  themselves  the  dupes  of  their 
extravagant  zeal  fw  the  "regeneration  of  mankind;**  and,  when  the 
&bric  of  their  labours  parted  and  went  to  pieces,  became  victims  to  the 
rage  which  their  failure  had  excited.  This  explanation  is  due  to  the 
First  Assembly,  in  order  that  it  may  not  be  confounded  with  that 
which  succeeded. 

The  I/egislative  Assembly  was  composed  almost  wholly  of  demo- 
cratic members.  None  of  tlie  Deputies  who  had  been  sent  to  the 
States  General  were  eligible  for  immediate  re-election :  hence  the 
Lcgislatore  was  again  composed  of  men  entirely  unpractised  in  tiheir 
duties;  and  wbe  could  pcooeed  to  main  lanva  only  by  way  of  experi- 
ment. To  add  to  the  inefficiency  of  sudk  a  bo^,  it  baa  been  weU 
observed  by  Sir  Walter  Soott,  diat  «*as  the  Constituent  Assembly 
contained  the  first  and  readiest  choice  among  the  men  of  ability  whom 
Fhmoe  had  in  bar  bosom,  it  feiDowed  that  die  Second  Assembly  could 
not  be  equal  to  the  first  in  abmidaBee  of  taknt.**  Die  paittes  into 
which  the  Assembly,  at  once,  divided  itself  were  the  Fcuillants,  or 
ConstitutioniUists,  who  adopted  the  principles  of  the  Constituent 
Assembly,  and  M'ere  led  by  Dumas,  Ra]^-mond,  and  Yaublanc;  the 
Girondists,  or  Kopublicans,  headed  by  C'ondorcet,  Brissot,  Vergniaud, 
and  Isnard ;  and  the  Jacobins,  or  Mountainists,  who  sought  to  abohsh 
the  form  as  wrll  as  the  ]H>wor  of  Monarchy,  and  to  establisli  perfect 
equality.  The  leaders  of  the  last  party  had  been  actors  in  the  insur- 
rection of  the  Champ  de  Mars,  being  Chabot,  liazire,  and  Merlin, 
within  the  Assembly;  and  in  the  clubs,  Robespierre,  Danton,  Marat, 
Cidlot  d*Herbois,  and  Desmoulins. 

The  first  proceedings  of  die  Assembly  were  to  demand  an  expla- 
nation of  certain  warlike  movementa  on  the  frontiers  of  France, 
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directed  by  Austxiaiy  I^ru88ia,  Sweden,  and  Spain,  assisted  hy  what 
wta  called  BMtmal  Pnmee,  iridch  compmed  many  thousands  of 
emigruiti,  wbo,  deeming  their  own  country  an  nnsBfe  rendencc^ 
luid  ioii^  icfage  m  the  Amttian  Nedierlanda,  and  there  formed  a 
conaiderable  anny.  The  alarm  of  the  Berolutioiiiita  was  oertainfy 
not  widuNit  oanse.  The  Allied  Powers  demanded  that  Louis  XVI. 
ahoidd  he  plaoed  at  Uberty;  that  the  Assembly  should  dedst  from  ita 
attacks  npon  the  power  of  the  Crown;  that  it  should  reinstate  the 
Nobility  and  Clergy  in  all  their  privileges;  and  that  the  revolutinnary 
clubs,  which  had  acquired  sufficient  power  to  overawe  the  L^slature 
itself,  should  be  immrdiately  suppressed.  At  the  same  time,  the 
French  Princes  protested  against  the  King's  acceptance  of  the  Act 
of  the  Constitution,  asserting  that  he  had  no  power  to  alienate  the 
rights  of  the  ancient  Monarchy.  The  nobles  throughout  the  king- 
dom (juitted  their  castles  and  mansions.  The  officers  left  the  armv, 
and  Mhole  companies  of  soldiers  deserted  with  their  arms  and 
accoutrements,  and  crossing  the  frontiers  swelled  the  ranks  of  the 
emigrant  army.  In  the  depwimenta  of  La  Vendue,  Calyadoa,  and 
G^faadnn»alarmmg  inaQnectioiu  bsoke  out;  and  the  people  dedared 
dieir  reoolution  to  mamtani  dm  anthorilj  of  the  King»  the  Noblea* 
and  die  Clergy.  It  was  absolutely  necewary,  dierefine,  dut  the 
AsaemUy  should  at  once  talte  the  neceaaary  alepa  to  vindicatB  ila 
andMnity,  or  quietly  renounce  its  pretensions.  To  check  iuture  end- 
giation,  and  to  intimidate  those  who  had  already  fled,  three  decrees 
were  framed,  in  which  it  was  declared  that  unless  Mcnsieiir,  the 
King's  eldest  brother,  returned  to  France  within  two  months,  he 
shotild  be  deprived  of  the  Regency,  and  all  other  rights  as  a  Prince 
of  the  Blood ;  that  all  Frenchmen  who  rcmaincil  beyond  tlie  frontiers 
after  the  first  of  the  ensuing  January,  should  be  deemed  conspirators 
against  their  country,  antl  treated  accordingly;  and  that  all  ecciesiiustics 
who  refused  to  take  the  civic  oath,  by  which  Papal  supremacy  was 
denounced,  were  to  be  deprived  of  their  benefices  and  imprisoned. 
The  King  sanctioned  die  deeiee  whidi  a£beted  hia  brother,  but  put 
BIB  Mm  i^en  the  other  two.  Enraged  at  thia  refiiaol,  the  Aaaembly 
i'tmfp*^?^  dm  diamiaml  of  the  Miniatry,  and  «  dedaration 

of  war  against  the  Princes  of  the  Germanic  Cooiedention,  who  not 
eootent  widi  aaaiiliBg  the  emigianta  openly,  menaced  an  invaakm  of 
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France.  These  demands  were  so  unanimously  and  resolutely  insisted 
on,  that  Ixiuis  had  no  alternative,  but  was  forced  to  comply. 

Accordinglv,  a  new  administration  vras  formed  under  Dumouricz 
and  Roland ;  nu  n  ])()pular  among  the  Girondists,  but  without  the 
requisite  talents  or  steadiness  of  principle  to  conduct  the  goreniment 
under  such  extraordinary  drcmnBtaiiOM  M  those  of  Franoe  at  the 
oommencement  of  the  year  1793.  This  diaage  wm  fiiUowed  by  a 
dedatatioii  of  ym,  on  llie  20th  of  Apiil,  agamst  Fhrnds  n.,  Kng 
of  Hungary  and  Bobenua,  shortly  afterwards  elected  Emperor  of 
Gennany,  the  brodier  of  the  Qaeen  of  iVance.    The  news  was 
recciyed  everywhsfe  wiOi  joj;  fenwps  were  tvpify  raised,  contri- 
butions voluntarily  oifl^d,  factions  seemed  to  be  reconciled,  and 
general  enthiuiaBiii  succeeded  to  fear  and  distrust    The  forces  of 
the  kingdom  were  divided  into  three  armies : — that  of  the  North, 
under  ^Marshal  Rochamheau,  numlitred  forty -eight  thousand  men  ; 
La  Fayette  had  tlie  command  of  the  Central  Anny,  about  fifty-tMO 
thousand  stixmg  ,  and  the  /Vrmy  of  the  Rhine,  consisting  of  forty-three 
thousand  soldiers,  was  entrusted  to  ^larshal  lAickncr.   The  first  opera- 
tions of  these  troops  were  ill-concerted,  and  brought  notliing  but 
defeat  and  disgrace  to  the  French  arms.    Instead  of  stariking  terror 
ia  the  Allies,  therefore,  the  amues  were  speedily  reduced  to  act  on 
die  defeosiTe.  Bochambesa  Uirew  up  his  oommission,  and  gloom  and 
panic  again  tooJc  poaseasimi  of  the  rerolutionary  leaders  and  their 
supporters.  Hie  Jaoobans  went  so  fir  in  their  dubs,  as  to  denounce 
the  unsnccessftd  soldiers  as  traitors  to  the  Stste^  yrho  wished  to  con- 
tribute to  a  counter-revolution,  and  restore  die  King  to  ebaolute 
power.    La  Fayette,  annoyed  by  these  attacks,  and  fearing  a  renewal 
of  outrage  in  the  capital,  wrote  on  the  16th  of  June  to  the  Assembly, 
demanding  the  immediate  suppression  of  the  anarchical  clubs,  and 
the  re-cstablishmcnt  of  order  and  the  sovereigTitT  of  the  laws.  ITic 
Assembly,  however,  by  this  time  was  itself  under  the  absolute  domi- 
nion of  the  dubs,  and  dared  not.  even  if  it  had  been  disj)osed  to  do 
so,  to  act  against  the  Democrats.     The  mob  and  its  leaders  had  become 
supreme ;  and  in  a  public  petition  presented  to  tlie  Legislature  on 
the  20th  of  June,  they  demanded  tlic  cause  of  the  disasters  of  the 
army,  and  added,  diat  if  Uie  execntive  authority  was  in  finlt,  diet 
anthority  ahould  be  amuhiiated!   The  crowd  winch  accompanied 
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I  tho  bearers  of  this  document,  is  said  to  have  consisted  of  upwards  of 
thirty  thousand  persons,  headed  by  the  Marquis  of  St.  Hurugncs,  and 

I  eworted  lij  a  body  of  Natiooal  Guarda  and  penwna  armed  with  pikes, 
I  I  acythea,  and  pitchfiirki.  Republican  bannen  and  ensigns  floated  abdVe 
them ;  and  aa  diey  tnvened  the  streets,  and  flled  through  the  Hall 
of  die  Aaeembly,  they  sung  die  lerohuiasiaiy  choma,  "fa  ira,**  and 
ahonted,  "The  Nation  fox  ererl  Long  lire  die  Sana-cnlotteBl  Down 
widi  die  Veto!** 

That  the  animus  of  their  proceedings  might  not  be  mistaken,  five  or 
i     six  thousand  of  the  midtitudc,  on  lea%-ing  the  Assembly,  went  direct  to 
the  palace,  and  demanded  to  see  the  King.    The  outer  gates  were 
!     dashed  open  with  sledge  hammers,  and  the  furious  rabble  rushed  into 
I     the  interior,  and  began  demolishing  the  doors  with  their  itxes  ;  but 
i      Ixjuis,  undismayed,  ordered  them  to  be  admitted,  even  to  tin-  rDVid 
I     apartments.   For  a  monu  nt  lii>  ass.ii hints  were  abashed  and  contouncU^d 
I     at  his  tranquil  demeanour  and  unrulfled  brow,  and  the  progress  of  the 
mob  was  arrested ;  but  those  behind  continuing  to  press  forward,  the 
I    King  was  finroed  into  the  reoesa  of  a  window,  and  oompelled  to  momut 
I    upon  a  taUe,  that  be  might  be  distmcdy  8e«i  by  die  crowd  bdow. 
I    Never  waa  greater  courage  diq^layed  by  man  than  Lonia  XVL  dis- 
i    played  on  tibu  bnmiliating  oocanon.   One  of  the  frantie  rabble  pbced 
!    a  red  dp  upon  hia  bead,  and  another  oflSnting  ham  a  botde,  hodated  on 
j    his  drinking  to  the  Nadon.  "  Fear  nothing.  Sire,**  said  a  brave  grena- 
I     dicr  of  the  National  Guard,  who  was  near  to  defend  him :  the  King 
took  the  citizen's  hand,  and  pressing  it  to  his  br(>ast,  replied,  "  Judge 
'     yomraelfif  I  fear."   At  length  the  arrival  of  twenty-five  Deputies  from  [ 
the  Legislative  Asscmblv,  and  the  exertion  of  IV-tion.  then  Mavor  of  t 
i^aris,  put  an  end  to  the  tumult,  and  the  palace  was  cleared  without  i 
the  effusion  of  blood.  I 
This  gratuitous  outrage  called  forth  strong  remonstrances  from  tho  | 
•         whoU-  {Kuty  of  the  C'tmstitutionalists,  and  from  all  sober-minded  men     I  ! 
I    I     throughout  the  kingdom,  who  poured  in  petitions  subscribed  by  many  ' 
I        thonwmds  of  peiaona,  praying  that  the  insurgent  leaden  might  be 
I    brong^  to  inatant  pnnidiment  La  Fayette  repaired  to  Fkria  in  peraon, 
to  demand  not  only  tbat  the  anthora  of  the  inaoirection  ahould  be  j 
I        ddmnd  vp  to  jnalice,  bot  diat  all  reroliitioBary  meednga  aboold  be  | 
iuppwaaed,  and  dm  dnba  in  whitk  diey  ongiBaled  doaed.  But  die  j 
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Aaoembly,  though  it  adopted  a  motion  of  enqiiiry  into  the  cause  <tf  die 

proceedings  of  which  the  General  complained,  feared  to  take  any 
ulterior  measures ;  and  La  Fayette,  after  discovering  that  his  influence 
with  the  National  Guixrds  had  been  diminislicd  during  his  absence, 
and  vainly  imploring  the  King  to  attempt  a  now  escape  under  liis 
guidance,  rctuiucd  tu  the  army  to  await  the  approach  of  the  Allied 
troops. 

The  revolutionary  stream  now  swept  onwards  with  greater  vigour 
and  fbiy  than  ever.  Tlie  courage  and  detenninatiMi,  as  wdl  as  the 
sentimenta  of  La  Fayette,  were  well  known,  and  it  was  feaied  diat  he 
^MTonld  march  his  army  upon  Faria,  or  concert  measures  with  llie  AOies 
to  restore  the  Monarchy,  and  overtnm  all  that  had  been  effected  for 
the  people.  The  Jacobins  and  Ginrndisl^  tlienlore,  united  their  info- 
enoe  in  order  to  destroy  the  reputation  of  the  General,  and  if  possible 
to  procure  his  impeachment  and  trial  as  a  culprit.  Meanwhile  the 
Allies  crossed  the  Rhine,  and  entered  the  French  territory;  and  on 
the  25th  of  July,  1792,  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  published  his  cele- 
brated Manifesto,  in  which  he  denoimced  those  who  had  overtlirown 
the  legitimate  Government  of  France,  and  attacked  the  King  and  his 
family.  The  Allied  Sovereigns,  he  said,  had  taken  up  arms  to  put  an 
end  to  auarcliy,  to  repel  tlie  aggressions  wliieh  had  been  made  upon 
the  altar  and  the  throne,  and  to  restore  to  the  King  the  liberty  and 
authori^  of  which  his  rebeUiona  subjects  had  deprived  him.  The 
Address  oondnded  with  a  threat,  that  if  die  people  did  not  instantly 
return  to  diear  fidelity,  andresUnre  the  King  to  full  Uberfy,  they  should 
be  pimished  as  rebels,  and  their  houses  given  np  to  pillage  and  destmo- 
tbn;  but  dia^  on  tlie  oontiaiy,  if  the  demands  of  the  Coalition  were 
complied  with,  the  Duke  himself  would  engage  the  good  offices  of  the 
Allieti  in  pleading  with  LtMi3S,tt>pardtm  thff  niffm?^^  wnwanH  nf^iva 
of  his  subjects. 

Scarcdy  anything  could  have  been  worse-timed  or  more  unpolitic 

than  this  vaunting  and  insolent  bravado.  It  diverted  the  sympathy  of 
the  middle  classes  and  the  better  informed  among  the  lower  orders 
from  till'  objects  of  the  ConstitutionaLLsts,  who  desired  only  that  ration;d 
liberty  tu  w  hich  a  great  and  enlightened  nation  was  entitled,  and  fixed 
their  attention  upon  a  tiiuinphaut  aristocracy,  returning  to  enforce, 
with  additional  horrors,  the  odiou;s  system  of  exclusive  tyranny  and 
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I     davcry  from  which  the  nation  had  hut  just  escaped.    It  awakened  the 
pride  and  die  indlgnatum  of  1^  wliale  pcox)Ie,  who  thus  law  dieDi* 
•ehrei  dkpoied  of  at  mam,  as  nctinit  of  conquest,  almoit  befiire  a  ahot 
had  been  £xed.  It  aaaerted  die  right  of  fixrdgnen  to  unpoae  e  Ibnn 
I    of  goTenunent  upon  IVaace;  and,  by  treating  aa  invalid  the  aanction 
which  die  King  hiniaelf  had  given  to  niany  acts  of  die  rerohiti^ 
belbie  he  coiild  haTO  been  conddeted  aa  anlgect  to  coeK»m,itnrtua]l]r 
annulled  die  independence  as  well  of  the  crown  as  <i£  the  country. 
The  war  henceforth,  therefore,  could  not  be  fidrly  regarded  odier- 
I     wise  than  as  one  of  freedom,  in  which  Frenchmen  could  take  part  only 
I     as  patriots  or  traitors.    Tlie  immediate  consequences  of  the  Manifesto 
j     fell  upon  the  head  of  the  Kiiii?,  Mhose  cause  it  identified  with  that  of 
I     the  invaders,  and  consequently  :>t  t  in  opposition  to  the  interest  of  the 
kingdom.    Tlie  tU  tlironcment  of  Jyouis — "  the  man  whom  the  Consti- 
tution had  elevated  as  its  {.Wwi',  and  wlioni  perfidious  advisers  had 
rendered  itij  enemy" — was  loudly  and  earnestly  demanded  by  the 
Girondists,  the  Jacobins,  and  many  who  had  formerly  attached  thcm- 
aehm  to  die  ConstitatiooaUsts.  Several  motions  on  die  wilgect  woe 
made  in  the  Assembly;  but  die  pioceedii^  <^diat  body,  in  e  matter 
of  endi  moment,  being  too  tardy  fat  the  violence  of  democracy,  die 
leadera  of  die  mob  sought  to  accomplish  their  object  in  less  time,  and 
move  eiectnaUy,  1^  an  insurrection. 
At  midnight,  on  the  9th  of  August,  the  tocsin  was  sounded  through- 
I     out  Paris,  a  angle  cannon  was  fired,  the  ghtH-cde  was  heat,  and  the 
I     well-organiaed  insurgents  assembled  in  the  faubourgn  St.  Antoinc  and 
St.  Marceau.    The  Court  had  been  already  apprised  of  an  intended 
attack  on  the  palace ;  and  had  hastily  called  to  its  assist;mce  the  Swiss 
Guards,  amounting  to  eight  or  nine  hundred,  about  four  hundred 
grenadiers  of  the  National  Guard,  whose  loyal  di-votion  could  be 
relied  on,  and  a  small  body  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who  were 
usually  in  attendiuice  on  the  Royal  Family.    Mandat,  commander  of 
the  National  Guard,  repaired  to  the  Tuilcries,  with  Im  staff,  accom- 
I     panied  by  P^on,  the  Mayor  of  Paris,  whose  presence  was  necessary 
I    to  anthoriae  die  xepdHng  of  force  widi  fnroe.  The  National  Guard, 
at  the  summons  of  their  diief,  inarched  also,  widi  dietr  artillery,  to 
the  scene  of  action,  and  filled  die  gardens  and  courts,  while  the  Swiss 
and  Boyaliala  fined  the  passages  and  apartments  of  the  pahweb 
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Am  MKMi  as  the  conqpuaton  had  dkpoaed  die  numeroni  Ibccee  which 
had  anemblfid  at  their  ligiial,  aome  of  their  muaber  haalened  to  ihe 
hall  of  the  Legislative  AMembly^  and  phced  Vergniaad,  a  fanaoa 
repuUican,  in  the  chair,  to  be  prepared  to  turn  any  drcnaataiioea  Aat 
mi^t  reqnire  their  interference  to  the  advantage  of  the  inrargenta. 
Others  took  posaesaton  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  resolved  to  arrogate  to 
themselres  the  municipal  authocily  until  their  plot  had  triumphed, 
and  royalty  was  abolished.  As  soon  as  it  was  known  Uiat  Potion  had 
accompanied  Mandat  to  the  palace  he  was  sent  for,  and,  on  his  arrival, 
placed  under  a  guard  of  insurrectionists.  Mandat  also  received  an 
order  to  repair  to  the  Town-Hall,  where  he  was  accused  of  having 
ordered  the  guards  to  fire  upon  the  people.  This  charge  he  repelled 
with  scorn,  and  was  forthwith  ordered  to  imprisonment  in  tlic  Abbaye ; 
but,  on  leaving  the  hall,  he  was  shot  dead  by  an  assassin.  Santerre, 
a  rich  brewer,  was  then  invested  vrilih  tibe  emmiiaimi  of  the  National 
Guards  instead  of  Mandat 

About  five  o'dodc  in  the  morning  of  the  lOthj  Looisy  by  the 
advice  of  dioee  who  had  come  to  defend  or  die  with  him,  visited  the 
difierent  poets  where  soldiers  were  stationed  fer  the  defence  of  the 
palace.  "Bo  ^pfpeaied  deeply  dejected,  and  wore,  hutead  of  uniform, 
a  suit  of  regal  mourning.  His  expressions  were  hasty  and  disjointed  ; 
the  energy  which  he  had  displayed  on  other  occasions  seemed  entirely 
to  have  forsaken  him.  It  wixs  in  vain  that  the  beautifid  Queen,  who 
appears  to  have  been  endued  with  a  masculine  courage  which  rose 
amid  dangers,  snatched  a  pistol  from  tliu  belt  of  Coimt  d' Affray,  and 
tlirust  it  into  her  husband's  hand,  exclaiming,  "  Now  is  the  moment 
to  slu  w  yourself  as  you  are!"  His  gloomy  forebodings  seem  to  have 
infected  all  who  beheld  him.  Even  the  troops  M'ithin  the  palace, 
whose  fidelity  was  undoubted,  observing  how  deeply  he  was  affected, 
utteied  hut  fidnttyand  Milyfhe  cheering  cry  of  "Vive  le  Bott" 
and  when  he  reached  die  terrace  to  visit  the  Font-Tounan^  the 
general  ahout  waa  ''Vive  la  Nation  I**  while  aome  e¥«laimwi  *'I>own 
withAe  Tjnant!**  llie  King  said  nodiing  to  stimulate  hla  adhoents, 
nor  to  discourage  )aa  enenuea ;  but  returned  to  die  palace,  pale  and 
trembliiig,  to  hold  counsel  with  hie  few  rcnuumng  fiienda. 

In  the  meantime  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  insurgents  had  iD> 
vested  the  Tuileiiea,  and  oooiqpied  all  the  avenuea  by  ndiidi  entranosi 
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or  escape  could  be  effected.  The  artillerymen  of  the  National  Guard 
speedily  dcclarrd  for  the  mob,  and  pointed  their  eruns  upon  the  palace; 
and  several  whole  battalions,  after  witnessing  the  King's  humihating 
depression,  joined  in  the  popular  cry  of  '*  Down  with  the  Traitor  ! 
The  Nation  for  ever!"  The  Proc  urator-syiulic,  Ka:tkrer,  l)rlifving  that 
a  contest  was  hopeless,  proposed,  as  a  last  resource,  that  tlic  lloyal 
Family  should  fly  for  safety  to  the  Legislative  Asaemblyt  to  which, 
after  ■one  hueitation,  Lonie  ■Mealed;  md  Mwifiding  hiiuelf,  hie 
Qneen,  lua  dnUnn,  and  the  Fkinoeie  Eliaab«di,  hie  iietwr,  to  aa 
eeeott  of  duree  hniidred  Bmm  Gnaidi;  and  ab^ttt  an  equal  number  of 
the  loyal  grenadien  of  the  National  Guard,  (hey  wen  oonducted  to 
the  IbU  of  the  Aiaemlily— aaiailed  in  theif  progrcas  by  the  inipre- 
cations,  ahoie,  and  nolenoe  of  the  moet  ruffianly  nude  and  ftmale 
nibble,  that  even  the  revolution  had  yet  called  from  the  stews  or 
the  gallejrs.  On  entering  the  Chamber  c£  the  Legislature^  the  Xing, 
with  great  dignity  and  oompoeure,  exclaimed,  "  Gentlemen,  my  family 
and  I  are  come  among  you  to  prevent  the  commission  of  a  great 
crime.**  The  Assembly  received  him  coldly,  and  assigned  liim  and 
his  family  a  place  in  tlie  reporters'  box,  behind  the  President's  chair; 
and  wurcely  had  he  reached  this  indifferent  asylum,  ere  a  heavy  rolling 
fire  of  musketry  and  cannon  announced  tliat  the  insurgents,  though 
baffled  of  the  prey  they  had  expected,  were  not  to  be  satisfied  without 
bloodshed.  Indeed  they  attacked  the  palace;  and  after  a  severe 
struggle,  whidi  tihe  brave  Swiia  wamtainnd  with  vnampamble  gal- 
lantry, the  oiverwlielniing  annben— >aiboiat  Ihirlj  to  one— >of  ^eir 
aHaDanti,  aanrted  bj  maoj  canwm,  gavo  lictaiy  to  the  rabble.  The 
Boyal  Guards  were  borne  down  and  maasacred  almost  to  a  man; 
and  tfie  crowd  raahiag  into  die  pahee,  committed  afanoat  ereiy  apeciea 
of  emarmily  which  hatred,  vcngeanoe,  or  even  madness,  could  devise 
or  oseeute.  Pillage  alone  seemed  OBcIudcd  firam  the  catalogue  of 
onaea,  of  which  the  revolntioniili  on  that  day  permitted  the  com- 
mimon  with  impunity. 

When  the  carnage  was  over,  hundrctls  of  furious  men  and  women 
hurried  to  tlie  Assembly  to  demand  the  Uves  of  the  King  and  the 
lioyal  Family ;  and  the  I>egislature,  which  had  merely  waited  (or 
such  authorization,  decreed  that  the  King  w.us  suspended  from  his 
functions;  that  the  Miuiiitry  was  disuu^Micdi  that  a  National  Cou- 
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vontion  should  forthwith  be  called  to  conduct  the  gorernment ;  and  ' 
that  Louis,  in  the  meanfiine*  should  be  coauaitled  &r  n&  cuatodf  to  ' 

the  Luxembourj?. 

1  I/a  Fayette  was  tlic  only  distinguished  man  in  France  who  attempted  i 

to  raise  his  voice  against  this  absolute  domination  of  the  lower  orders.  ' 
lie  had  bron  one  of  the  earliest  asscrtors  of  rational  freedom,  but  he 
desired  notliing  more.  His  object  was  limited  to  the  equality  of  all 
j  classes  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  a  representative  govermuent,  the  pro- 
tection of  property,  the  free  and  impartial  administration  of  justice, 
and  the  levying  of  taxes  in  proportkm  to  the  neeearities  of  die  tMte 
and  the  means  die  people.  He  had  not  caliwlated  upon  entuelj  , 
xerermng  dhe  order  of  sodeCjr,  and  placing  in  die  hands  of  the  mnl-  > 

.        titude  an  inre^Kmrible  power,  to  d^  and  overthrow  bodi  Legulatnre  I 

!  and  Law;  and  he  was  |nepaied  to  resist  the  establishment  of  such  a 
state  of  anarchy,  as  lihe  worst  and  most  &arful  of  all  tyrannies.  At 
the  lime  of  the  Tirtaal  aboHtioii  d  monarchy,  his  head-quarten  were 
at  Sedan.  He  at  once  communicaled  with  the  Municipality  of  that 
town  and  the  Directory  of  Ardennes ;  and  finding  them  disposed  to 
support  him,  as  soon  as  the  three  Commissioners,  sent  by  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  to  secure  Ae  army  to  the  revolutionists,  arrived,  he 
sent  them  to  prison,  and  appealed  to  his  troops  to  renew  their  oath 
to  the  Constitution  of  1789.  The  advance  of  the  AUies,  however, 
frustrated  all  his  endeavours.    The  soldiers  were  well-disposed  to 

I  the  restoration  of  order,  but  not  at  the  price  of  a  foreign  con(|uest  of 

their  country ;  so  that,  after  being  deserted  by  many  of  the  officers  > 
and  regiments  in  whom  he  had  most  confidence,  he  found  it  necessary 
to  abandon  hu  projects,  and  seek  ibr  personal  safety  in  flight.  He 
aooordingly  quitted  the  army,  accompanied  by  MM.  Borean  do  Pusy, 
Laitoor-Maabourg,  Alwramder  Lameth,  and  several  other  officers  of 
his  sta£^  and  crossed  the  fiontier  into  Holland,  with  the  intimtinn 
of  passing  thence  to  the  United  States  of  America;  but,  being  dis- 
covered by  the  Austrians,  they  were  arrested  and  conaigned,  first  to 
the  dungeons  of  Magdebnig,  and  afterwards  to  those  of  Olmuts, 
where  they  endured  four  years  of  the  most  distressing  imprisonment. 

Fayette  was  offered  his  freedom,  on  condition  of  lending  his 
assistance  to  restore  the  ancient  absolute  monarchy,  but  prefiened 
captivity  to  the  abandonment  of  his  principles. 
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Having  effected  their  great  piii|KMe  of  dethronuig  die  King,  the 
Jaoobim,  led  by  Danton,  Marat,  and  Robespierre,  procured  his  re- 
moval to  the  prison  of  the  Temple,  and  demanded  the  trial  of  the 
"  C'onspirators  of  the  10th  of  August!"  that  is,  of  all  who  had  then 
opposed  the  proceedings  of  the  ral)}»le.  The  Assembly  had  now  no 
power  but  that  of  giving  legal  saiu  tioii  to  tlie  wnW  of  the  moh.  The 
desired  tribunjd  was  accordingly  appointed,  with  Danton  at  its  head ; 
and  several  of  the  adherents  of  the  King  were  tried  and  executed  : 
but  tlic  dehiy  neec4>!>ary  to  even  a  form  of  law,  and  its  requisition  of 
evidence,  enraged  the  Tictorious  party,  who  resolved  to  take  the 
natter  Into  didr  own  hmAt,  Hbtj  aocimUiigfy  inTetted  the  aelf- 
appdnted  oommtme  of  Paris  with  all  the  powers  of  govenuneiit ; 
earned  the  anrest  of  aU  who  were  snapected  of  hmag  fimiunUe  to 
the  King,  or  the  Coaatitution  whidi  they  had  all  awom  to  maintain ; 
and  openly  dedaved  their  intention  of  striking  tenor  to  the  B(7«liati. 
The  troops  of  the  Coalition,  meanwhile,  had  hombafded  and  taken 
Longwy  and  Verdun.  The  news  reached  Paris  on  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber, and  eidted  in  the  whole  population  a  degree  of  rage  and  terror 
which  has  aeaicdiy  •  parallel  in  history.  After  a  brief  con'^ultation 
among  the  insurrectionary  chiefs,  it  was  resolved  that  thr  domestic 
enemies  of  the  Revolution  should  be  ma^isacred.  At  midnight  the 
toc>*in  was  accordingly  sounded,  tlie  drums  beat,  and  the  prisons,  con- 
taining several  thousands  of  persons,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
armed  mob.  ITie  sequel  is  too  horrible  for  detailed  description. 
Bands  of  men  and  women  assembled  in  the  gaol-yards,  to  whom 
the  unhappy  captives  were  sent  out,  one  by  one,  to  be  despatched 
with  asea,  hamnms,  pikes,  and  sabres.  Among  those  who  ware  Ana 
hmdiered  were  the  Princess  de  LambaUe,  a  fiiend  of  BCarie  Antoinetbe, 
and  many  odier  hdiee  of  rank,  whoae  heads  were  stuck  pikes 
and  paraded  throngfa  the  dty.  In  the  brief  intervals  of  the  carnage, 
which  lasted  kit  four  day from  die  2nd  to  the  6th,  the  ezecuticmers 
ate,  drank,  and  dept;  awaking  from  dnmber,  or  ariaing  fimn  table,  to 
icaome  their  work  witii  fredi  vigoar  and  i^petite.  The  aasasaina 
I  received  from  the  C/ommune  a  loois  a^dvy  ftr  dieb  hire ;  and  thus 
encouraged,  when  political  victims  were  no  longer  to  be  found,  they 
I  attacked  the  prison  of  the  Bicdtre,  where  ordinary  offenders  were 
I    confined ;  and  meeting  here  with  nnei^ected  resistanre,  tiiey  were 

i  
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obliged  to  employ  cannon  in  their  work  of  egtWTninarion.  It  has 
been  computed  that  upwards  q£  firar  thouaand  persons  periahad.  The 
citizens  of  the  capital  took  none,  or  little  part  in  these  scenes  of 
blood;  but  stood  by  and  gazed  in  stupefaction  and  horror,  afraid  to 
express  an  opinion  lest  thcv  too  should  be  singled  out  as  objects  of 
vengeance.  Not«'ithstanding  the  revolting  character  of  this  massacre, 
it  seems  to  liave  had  the  desirable  effect  of  rousing  the  spirit  of  the 
French  soldiers  on  the  frontier ;  who  shortly  afterwards  rallied  under 
Diunouricz,  KeUerman,  and  Bournon^ille,  expelled  the  Allied  troops 
from  the  French  territory,  and  once  more  assiuned  the  offensive. 

The  National  ComTentbn  met  for  deliberatioai,  on  tih«  2lat  ef 
Septornber*  It  oondatedof  but  two  partiea,  die  Gixonde,  or  modente 
RepnUicanij  and  die  Moontam,  or  TeRoriata.  Lk  diia  Aaaeinbly, 
firarteen  oat  ct  die  twenty  repreaentatxvea  of  Paria  irara  Mcmben  of 
the  Cammune  which  had  authorised  the  maaaacrca  of  the  2nd  of 
September;  end  diear  paitiaana  finnied  a  atrong  mt^anty  €£  die  whole 
body.  At  their  fint  aUtu^  die  Bepntiea  wnanimowaly  aholiahed 
Bojalty,  and  proclaimed  France  a  Bepublic.  After  a  few  unimportant 
quarrels  between  the  factioina  compoaing  the  Cosrentioii,  in  which 
Bobespierre  and  Marat,  upon  pretty  good  evidence,  were  denounced 
as  aspiring  to  a  Dictatorship,  it  was  resolved  to  gratify  the  mob  by 
bringing  the  King,  or  as  he  was  now  called  LoutJS  Capet,  to  trial  for 
treason  against  the  nation ;  and,  in  the  interim,  the  name  as  well  as 
tlie  office  of  King  was  proscribed ;  the  statues  and  pictures,  not  only 
of  Louis  XVI.,  but  of  the  former  Kings  of  France,  were  taken  down ; 
all  emblems  of  royalty  were  defaced;  even  the  royal  sepulchres  at 
St'Dema  weie  broken  to  pieces,  and  the  relics  they  contained  exposed 
and  dispersed. 

The  preparadon  of  ft  report  inr  die  •ocaaadon  of  die  Sovereign  had 
been  entmated  to  tweutf-coe  penona»  die  reanlt  of  whoae  enquiries 
waa,  certainfy  widi  audi  jndgea,  aoi^dimg  bat  fiKvoarabb  to  Loaia. 
It  waaprofed  against  him,  dial  he  hadaecreltycaireipaBded  widtdia 

Emigrants  and  the  Coalition,  and  approved  their  projects  to  reatore 
the  ancient  deq^MtiBm,  and  annul  all  diat  had  been  done  since  1788. 
I^pon  these  grounds,  a  decree  of  attainder  was  moved  for,  on  the 
1 3th  of  November.    The  furious  Robespierre  wished  for  his  con-  ' 
demnation  at  once.  "Xouis  waa  King,"  said  Uiis  man  of  blood; 
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**  the  Bepnblic  liai  iiiperseded  him ;  he  ii  not,  therefore,  to  be  tried, 
he  has  been  tried  and  condemned  already,  or  the  RepubEc  it  not 
settled.  I  demand  that  the  Convention  declare  Louis  Capet  a  traitor 
to  the  French  people,  and  condemn  him  to  death,  on  the  instant,  by 
>-irtuc  of  the  insurrection  of  the  10th  of  August!"  The  majority  of 
the  Mrmbcrs,  however,  had  still  sufficient  courage  to  resist  this  species 
of  illogical  appeal ;  and  decided  that  their  prisoner  should  be  brought 
to  the  bar  of  the  Convention,  to  undergo,  at  least,  a  funu  of  trial. 
He  was,  accordingly,  summoned  to  appeiu:  before  his  judges  on  the 
11th  of  December,  1792.  "I  will  attend  you,"  said  Louis  to  the 
Coauniiainien  sent  for  him,  "not  as  acknowledging  the  right  of  the 
ConvintiMi  to  iimnKm  but  becmie  I  mnit  yield  to  ito  niperior 
power."-— ^  Louis,**  nid  Bantee,  tibe  Rreiideiit  of  fSb»  Aaaembly,  when 
die  King  eppeered  in  the  hall,  "joa  may  be  aeatod;**  and  even  due 
act  of  oondeaoenrion  wae  diaapprored  by  die  Monntauueti*  Qn  being 
intonogated,  Lonia  denied  aU  knowledge  of  the  ooneapondenee  with 
wliidi  he  waa  chaigeds  and  demanded  he  awirtamre  of  two  adrooalea 
— Tronchct  and  Turget— for  his  defence. 

On  being  reconducted  to  prison,  the  King  found  that  he  was 
doomed  to  solitude.  His  wife,  his  sister,  and  his  children,  had  been 
removed  during  his  absence ;  and  though  he  wept  and  implored  to  be 
informed  of  their  fate,  his  prosecutors  would  not  deign  to  relieve  his 
agonizing  apprehensions. 

The  Convention,  as  soon  as  Louis  had  departed,  became  a  scene  of 
savage  tumult.  The  more  violent  Jacobins,  fearing  that  the  calm 
dignity  of  their  intended  victim  might  create  reaction  among  the 
muldtade,  demanded  hb  instant  condemnation.  One  of  thor  number, 
Dohesme,  made  a  motion  diat  dw  King  should  be  executed  diat  rery 
ni^;  but  it  was  decided  by  die  nugori^  that  he  ihoald  be  pfenrionily 
heard  at  length,  and  diat  oonnad  ahoidd  be  allowed  him.  ISurgel^  | 
fron  foar  ov  ilifintKBttSfWi  lefiiaed  the  office  ooBftaied  on  hins  but  I 
die  vanenhie  and  Malflaherbea  voInnlBrilr  andertaiak  iL   "I  ! 

he?*  been  twice  caned,"  aaidhe,  "to  the  coondl  of  him  who  waa  onoe 
my  mastor,  at  a  time  when  office  was  an  object  of  ambition : — I  owe 
him  the  same  duties  now  that  hia  serrice  is  attended  with  peril.** 
Malesherbcs  and  Tronchct  associated  with  them  the  learned  and 
eloquent  Do  S^;  and  though  without  hope  of  avring  the  life  of  iheir 
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dienft,  exerted  AemaelTee  to  the  utuioit  to  ahev  tihai  die  eoeantioiia 
against  him  were  gnnmdleH,  end  tlut  hie  peraecutum  wm  oontnry  to 

law  and  to  justice. 

The  King's  final  hearing  took  place  on  the  26th  of  December. 
De  S^ze,  in  a  speech  which  was  rendered  more  affecting  and  impres- 
sive by  the  absence  of  oratorical  display,  and  of  all  appeals  to  the 
passions  or  feelings  of  his  auditors,  pronounced  the  defence,  to  which 
Ix)uis  himself  added  a  few  words  of  manly  remonstrance  against  the 
course  pursued  by  those  who  sought  to  shed  his  blood.    The  Monarch 
was  then  remanded  to  the  Temple,  and  a  long  and  stormy  debate 
ensued  among  his  judges.    The  Jacobins  clamorously  demanded  tliat 
the  votes  should  be  taken  immediately;  hut  this  the  Girondists,  who 
wuiked  to  uewe  die  life  (tf  the  pammae,  stranaonsly  opposed.   In  die 
midst  of  the  uproar  Lanjoinus  anaej  and,  widi  an  awwMtinifi  cou- 
rage andi  as  he  had  never  befine  displayed,  charged  the  Mbnntamista 
themselves  with  instigating  and  eondncting  the  insuzrecdon  of  the 
lOdi  of  AngoB^  in  <Nrder  diat  they  m^jht  have  an  opportunity  to 
aocnse  the  King  of  cf^ionng  the  people.   TUs  bold  speedi  oeoanoaed 
the  most  furious  gesticulations  and  outcries  amongst  those  whom  it 
I     dcnoimced.    "  Let  the  despot's  ficiends  die  with  him !"  vociferated  a 
hundred  voices,    "  To  prison — to  the  scaffold  with  the  traitor  who 
darrs  to  slander  the  victors  of  the  10th  of  August."    The  immoveable 
firmness  of  Lanjuinaia,  however,  overawed  his  enemies.    He  calmly 
replied  to  their  threats.    "  It  were  better  to  die  innocent,  th.ui  incur 
the  guilt  of  pas.sing  an  unjust  sentence."    Still  Kobespierre,  and  a  few 
of  his  friends,  continued  to  call  for  instant  judgment.    "  Is  it  for  a 
people,"  asked  St.  Just,    who  have  declared  war  against  all  tyrants, 
to  be  tender  of  die  Kib  of  their  own?"  Robespierre  added,  The 
ease  has  been  already  dedded  by  the  nuanimoaa  Toioe  of  die  siqpteme 
and  virtaons  people,  and  it  only  xemainB  for  die  CSonTention,  as  their 
representatives,  to  «9ceeate  dieir  wilL**  Eventaalfy,  the  King  wis 
declared  goilly  by  a  huge  nugorily;  bol  when  the  question  id  hia 
sentence  was  discussed.  Ins  coinisd  lodged  an  appeal  to  die  nation, 
which  was  ably  supported  by  several  Girondist  Deputies;  and,  among 
others,  by  Vergniaud,  who  had  presided  in  the  Convention  during  the 
insnrrection  of  the  10th  of  August.    This  speaker  alleged,  that  the 
people,  in  the  Confederation  of  the  Champ  de  Mars,  had  sworn  to 
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maintain  the  Constitution,  die  Iaw,  and  die  King  iimolate,  and 
that  the  Convention  had  no  power  to  release  them  from  that  obli- 
gation. In  reply  to  the  asserdons  of  the  Jacobins,  that  an  appeal 
to  the  nation  would  lead  to  civil  war,  he  urged  that  the  Jai  ohins, 
who  threatened  vnih  daggers  the  Convention  itHclf.  ami  ojienly  pro- 
pounded in  the  Tribune  doctrines  subvcrsivf  ol"  social  order,  wished 
for  civil  war.  "  It  is  they,"  lie  said,  "  who  accuse  Justice  of  pu-illa- 
nimit)',  lM;cause  she  will  not  strike  before  comiction;  who  adduce  the 
exercise  of  common  humanity  as  a  proof  of  conspiracy ;  and  charge 
all  who  will  not  join  in  acta  ojf  robbeiy  and  aaaateination  aa  teattoit  to 
dMir  country.**  Hie  appeal  waa  rqected  bj  a  majority  of  one  hundred 
and  for^  Tofcea. 

The  nest  prooeediiig  waa  to  paai  aentenoe.  Hie  aitling  in  which 
diia  qoeation  waa  djacnwed  laited  tqtwarda  of  finty  houra.  One  end 
of  the  hall  had  been  fimutbed  with  bosea  like  «  theatre:  theaewere 
oceapied  dueflj  by  female  revolntieiiiati,  who  sat  aa  at  an  entertain- 
ment, and  were  serv  ed  with  ices,  oranges,  and  liqueua^  receiving  and 
retiuning  the  salutations  of  the  Deputiea  as  they  went  and  came. 
The  galleries  above  were  filled  with  men  and  women  of  the  lowest 
class,  who  drank  wine  and  brandy,  jested*  laughed,  and  made  bets  as 
to  the  issue  of  the  trial. 

The  CJirondistK  still  endeavoiu"ed  to  save  the  Kins:.  They  pro- 
posed that  he  should  remain  a  prisoner  till  the  proclamation  of  a 
general  peace ;  but  the  Jacobins  would  he.u-  of  no  compromise,  and 
dedared,  that  if  Louis  was  not  condemned  by  the  Assembly,  they 
wooiddiemadTes  go  to  die  tDBnple,  ^atroy  him  and  hb  fiunily,  and 
add  to  the  msssarrr  aP  who  mjgfat  aeek  to  oppose  diem.  Wheathe 
volw  were  called,  the  most  intetue  aaxieCy  previiled  on  aU  aides.- 
Ihe  &te  of  die  natioii  waa  umvenally  believed  to  depend  on  the  issue. 
A  munnur  pervaded  dte  CSiamber,  but  it  seemed  to  arise  firom  whis- 
pers, and  gave  solemnity  to  the  scene.  When  die  Duke  of  Orieana,  or, 
aa  he  waa  then  called,  Citizen  Philippe  Egaliti^,  waa  asked  tor  Ids  vote, 
there  was  a  deep  unbroken  silence,  and  all  eyes  were  turned  on  the 
deeenorate  prince;  but  when  he  answered,  "  Ih  nth  r'  there  ran  a 
suppressed  cry  of  horror  through  the  hall.  At  length  the  l'resid<  jit 
announced,  that  of  seven  hundred  and  t>venty-one  members,  thn'o 
hundred  and  seventy-one  had  voted  for  Louis  Capet's  death.  The 
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adrocates  who  had  defended  the  King  again  appeared  aft  the  bar,  and 

endeaTOured  to  arrest  execution  of  the  lentence,  on  account  of  the 
smallnesa  of  the  majority.  But  they  were  interrupted  by  a  fierce 
Jacobin,  who  exclaimed,  "  Decrees  are  passed  by  a  simple  majority." 
— "  True,"  replied  a  voice  from  the  opposite  side,  **  and  decrees  may 
be  amended ;  but  the  life  of  a  man  cannot  bo  recalled."  Malesherbcs 
attempted  to  speak,  but  sobs  choked  his  utterance;  and  the  Assembly 
coxdd  only  gatlier  his  sentiments  from  his  imploring  looks  and  dis- 
connected ejaculatioas.  The  triumphant  Jacobins,  however,  had  no 
remorse. 

His  sentence  was  announced  to  Louis  hy  his  ▼olnnliiy  defender, 
who  &imd  him  dttbg  hot  daiimeM,  absorbed  in  profeund  meditarion. 
The  "King,  roaaed  by  his  eiibrBiioe«  asese,  and  said,  **  I  hanre  been 
endeaTonring  fat  the  last  two  horns  to  leoollect,  whether  aft  any 
time,  during  nijr  reign,  I  ham  merited  the  iU-will  of  wf  solgeclk  I 
Msnre  yon*  my  fiiend,  in  all  sinoerilj  of  heart,  sad  as  a  msn  ahonft 
to  tppttx  befera  God,  Aat  I  have  constantly  desired  the  welfivt  of 
my  peoide.*'  He  begged  Malesherbcs  not  to  abandon  him  in  his  last 
moments,  but  to  return  and  afford  him  the  consolation  of  his  jnaeaces 
whidk  the  good  old  man  promised,  and  repeatedly  endeavoured,  but 
was  unable,  to  perform.  Louis  further  entreated  the  assistance  of  a 
confessor,  and  to  be  permitted  to  take  leave  of  his  wife  and  children; 
requests  which,  after  some  hesitation,  were  granted. 

His  last  inter\'iow  with  his  family  seems  to  have  been  the  final 
struggle  of  his  feelings;  from  that  time  he  was  calm  and  resigned. 
He  charged  Cler}',  his  faithful  valet-de-chambre,  with  his  last  adieus, 
and  with  all  that  his  inexorable  gaolers  j)erniitted  him  to  chsposc  of — 
a  ring,  a  seal,  and  some  hair.  This  was  on  the  moraing  of  the  21st 
of  January,  1793,  the  day  appointed  for  his  execution.  The  guillo- 
tine  had  been  ereeted  in  the  ^aoe  Lonifl  XV.  Hie  road  thither  was 
guarded  by  a  doable  line  of  soldien^  to  reprem  anyattemptof  the  cidiens 
at  a  rescue.  Lods  ascended  the  soalfold  with  a  firm  step,  and  after 
reoeiniig  Uieblsssiiig  of  his  confessor  (a  member  of  the  talented  Lrish 
ftmily  of  Edgeworth),  he  attempted  to  address  the  crowd  of  spectators 
wh^  was  gathered  in  the  square;  bnft  at  this  inrtant  the  drums  were 
ordered  to  beat,  and  the  three  executioners  seized  him.  As  the  instru- 
ment of  death  descended,  the  piest,  raisiiig  his  hands  to  hearen,  fer- 
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▼en^  OTikwnffd,  "  Son  of  St  Louis,  ascend  to  HeaTent**  and,  a 
moment  lAMnrards,  the  King  had  ceased  to  exist.  A  rufRnn,  who 
was  present,  tasted  the  blood,  and  ezdMmed,  with  a  brutal  grimioe^ 
that  it  was  "  shockingly  bittrr." 

The  character  of  Louis  XVL  has  been  given  by  an  author,  distin- 
guished as  an  apologist  of  the  Kevolution.    "  He  was  the  best  but 
weakest  of  monarchs,"  says  Mignet ;  "  and  his  reign  of  sixteen  years 
and  a  h:df  was  passed  in  endeavouring  to  do  good,    llie  Revolution 
wiis  ;in  inheritance  be<iueathed  to  him  by  \m  ancestors.    He  was, 
perhaps,  the  only  prince  who  hud  not  even  a  passion  for  power,  and 
I    who  nailed  the  qnaHliei  of  a  good  King— « love  of  God  wd  of  hit 
I    peopln.   Ho  periehed,  the  vidim  of  -pmmtm  which  he  did  not  abne, 
I    and  which  he  had  not  excited.  There  are  few  kings  who  have  left 
behind  them  ao  excellent  a  memocy.  With  a  Utdo  mom  atnngth  of 
■nad,  he  wodd  have  been  a  nM)del  fiv  oooititnlional  iMveraigua*'* 

The  execadon  of  die  King  disguited  die  moderate  Bepiddieeaa  in 
France,  and  augmented  the  number  of  her  external  enemiea.  The 
French  Envoy  in  London  was  dismissed,  the  British  Minister  veoalled 
from  Paris,  and  war  declared  ngninst  the  Revolutionary  GovemnMDt. 
Spain,  which  had  withdravi7i  from  the  CoaUtion,  rejoined  it  Russia, 
Holland,  NapU^,  and  the  Pope — all  denounced  the  sanguinary  act  of 
the  Jacobins,  and  declared  their  resolution  to  punish  its  perpetrators, 
Immen«<'  armies  were  accordingly  rained  bv  the  AUied  Powers,  and 
marched  to  the  frontiers  of  France,  while  the  English  navy  blockaded 
her  porta,  and  crippled  her  commerce.  The  Convention  ordered  a 
levy  of  dnae  handled  diooaaad  men,  to  defend  the  Bepnblio.  In 
1  the  wiantiw  anarchy  wae  apieading  through  the  connlry.  Tlie  mAi- 
ocnedtuled  andmcitjr  of  die  Aiienibly  was  not  uaivenalfy  leoognieed; 
or,  if  admitted  on  nnolrjectionaUe  mattera,  it  waa  generally  rejected  on 
edien.  The  Giaondiela,  defeated  in  their  effbcli  to  wve  die  King, 
and  la  eetahlieh  the  Republic  without  bloodshed,  took  no  paint  to 
conceal  their  apprehensions  of  the  alterior  designs  of  the  Jacobins, 
to  whom  they  attributed  the  most  sordid  and  aelfiah  motive^,  and 
whom  they  charged  with  instigating  the  daily  increase  of  crime  in  all 
parts  of  the  Republic.  With  the  members  of  the  tiovernment  thus 
at  war  anmnt;  tlu>m.selve»,  whole  classes  of  the  population  proscribed, 
justice  openly  set  at  defiance  by  those  who  protended  to  be  its  con- 
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aervaton,  and  ihe  nalum  threatened  iridk  invarioD,  fitde  teenrily  &r 
persons  or  property  could  be  hoped  for.  Every  one,  therefore,  seemed 
to  feel  at  liberty  to  act  acoording  to  his  ability,  and  to  defend  himself 
or  attack  his  neighbour,  as  either  might  best  answer  the  purpose  of 

the  moment.  Assassinations  became  frequent.  The  ordinary  course 
of  law  being  perverted,  men  took  vengeance  into  their  ovm  hands,  till 
fear,  distrust,  and  familiarity  with  wrong  and  violence,  goaded  almost 
every  one  to  a  species  of  madness.  The  Royalists  and  Constitution- 
alists poniarded  the  Jacobins,  who  were  not  slow  to  execute  similar 
atroritics  upon  their  enemies.  Pillage  became  fashionable,  being 
ad\oe;Ued  indeed  even  in  the  Convention  by  the  infamous  Marat, 
who  accused  the  merchants  of  Pai  is  and  the  Departments,  "  the  aris- 
tocracy of  the  middle  classes,"  with  attempting  to  raise  the  prioa  of 
feed.  Tlie  .ftnariciitm  of  the  period  appears  as  jmcoanprfthfflisihlft  as 
it  was  terrible :  yet  llie  "  Beign  of  Teirar^  can  scarcely  be  said  to 
have  oonuneiiced. 

Uncertainty  with  respect  to  the  part  wlucb  the  army  night  be 
disposed  to  take,  eontriboted,  fer  a  time,  to  prevent  any  attempt  at 
I        concentrating  a  party  in  opposition  to  the  Government.  Dumouriez, 
afler  having  compelled  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  to  recross  the  Rhine, 
had  invaded  the  Flemish  territory,  and  by  the  victory  of  Jemiq^pes 
;         secured  the  conquest  of  Belgium.    He  Avn<;  at  the  head  of  an  army 
I         of  upwards  of  seventy  thousand  men,  and  a  declaration  of  his  senti- 
I  ments  was  earnestly  looked  for  by  each  partv  as  likely  to  operate 

;  decisively  on  tlie  nation.    Instead,  however,  of  pursviinc:  an  honest 

and  steady  cotnse,  Dumouriez  entered  into  a  series  of  inti  ig^ucs,  and 
exhibited  a  desire  to  avail  himself  of  his  position  to  become  Dictator 
of  the  Tl<'publir.    Tliis  being  discovered,  his  intiuence  was  under- 
mined by  the  Cammissioners  sent  to  attend  his  army;  and,  eventually, 
when  he  sought  to  arouse  liis  soldiers  to  action,  he  found  himself  in  a 
!    nmibv  sitoation  to  that  of  La  Fayette  some  lime  befere,  and  was 
I    obliged  to  fly  fer  refuge  to  the  camp  of  the  Anstrians. 
I       To  die  Boyalists  and  ConstttotionalistB  no  resooroe  now  remamed, 
save  the  dreadful  expedients  by  which  power  had  been  attained 
i        by  the  Jacobins— insurrections  of  the  people.   In  LaVend^,  a 
i    general  rinng  among  the  bold  and  hardy  peasantry,  was  organised 
by  Cathelineau  and  Stofflet,  two  men  of  hnrable  birth,  and  Charatte, 
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a  naval  officer.  They  attacked  and  defeated  the  gcns-d'armcs,  who 
endeavoured  to  repress  them,  sounded  the  tocsin  throughout  the 
countrv,  and  in  a  short  time  were  supported  hy  all  the  available  force 
of  nine  hundred  conimuufs,  and  numbered  in  their  ranks  several  of 
tlie  most  influential  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  province.  The 
troops  of  the  line  and  Xational  (iuards,  sent  against  them  by  the 
Convention,  were  beaten.  Marc^,  Gauvillicrs,  Quetiueau,  and  Ligon- 
nier,  who  inarched  from  different  points  vith  orders  to  tnppren  tins 
fiwandable  zerailt,  were  sacceniTely  overdirown  and  driven  to  flight, 
and  tihe  inraxgents  became  maaten  of  Uie  diitrict 

Tbe  newt  of  theae  eventa  oontributed  to  nthnnlale  the  Conventioii  to 
airoddea.  The  Jacobins  declared  the  Convention  permanent*  and 
eafabliahed  a  nntai&aaaxf  tribunal  el  twelve  members,  called  **  The 
Committee  of  Public  Safety.**  To  this  body  were  delisted  powers 
of  life  and  death,  without  jury  or  appeal.  The  oppoailion  of  the 
GirondistB  to  this  worse  than  Inquisition,  served  but  to  endanger 
their  personal  safety,  and  to  hasten  the  ruin  of  their  party.  Robes- 
pierre at  once  denounced  Brissot,  Guadet,  Vergniaud,  Petion.  and 
C  J  en  Sonne,  as  enemies  of  the  Republic;  and  Marat,  in  a  ncw^-paper 
which  he  conducted,  called  upon  the  people  of  the  departnunts  to 
send  to  the  capital  "  the  thunder  of  petitions  and  accusations  against 
all  unfaithful  delegates."  The  mob  tlius  excited,  besieged,  from  day 
to  day,  the  Hall  of  the  Convention  itscli',  dictated  to  the  members  how 
they  should  vote,  and  maltreated  all  who  dared  to  act  independently. 
At  length  it  was  resolved,  as  the  eanest  method,  to  get  rid  of  the 
GirondiitB  in  a  body.  According^,  on  the  Slat  of  Mi^,  die  Jacobin 
Inadgirs  summoned  their  ready  satellites,  Uie  Nsticnal  Gnard  and  the 
rabble,  to  pwge  die  Legiahitare.  Early  in  the  morning  of  diat  day, 
die  toonn  was  sonnded,  the  gMrah  beat,  and  die  insurrectioDaiy 
fcrce  marched  towardi  the  Tuileries,  where,  fi>r  some  time  the  Con* 
Tcntion  had  sat.  Tbe  cannon  of  the  Xational  Guard  was  pointed  upon 
the  Hall,  and  one  gun  fired,  to  intimidate  the  members.  A  few 
remonstrated  against  this  outrage.  Thxuiot  demanded  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Twelve  shovdd  l)e  supjiress«-d.  Tallien  opposed  this,  saying, 
that  "  the  sword  of  the  law  ought  to  be  rai>e(l  to  smite  the  conspiratoi-s 
in  the  b<»oni  of  th«- ( 'onvcntion."  Verguiaud  pro|MK->ed  tliat  all  the 
mcmbvn  should  bind  theuiselvc^s  by  an  oath  to  die  at  their  posts. 
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The  day  passed  in  noisy  discussions,  and  nothing  was  decidfid ;  the 
mob  refraining  from  violence,  only  because  their  leaders  were  in  the 
Hall.  Tlic  next  day  passed  in  nearly  the  same  manner  ;  but  on  the 
the  2nd  of  June,  the  assembled  crowd  became  furious,  and  insisted 
that  something  decisive  should  be  done.  "  The  people,"  said  Henriot, 
to  the  President  of  the  Convention,  wlu  n  a.sked  what  was  demanded, 
"  the  people  are  not  risen  to  listen  to  ]>hrase8.  They  demand  that 
at  least  tvrenty-four  criminals  be  given  up  to  them." — ^"Let  us  all 
surrender  to  them/*  ezcimiied  a  Giromdut  ^uriot  fstnmed  to  lua 
fbUowera  wtdi  flashing  eyes  and  flushed  countenance,  and  ahonted, 
"  Oamioniers,  to  your  guns!'*  Uant  finally  mounted  the  tribime, 
and  demmnoed  the  xeqnired  munber  of  victims,  who  were  fintfawith 
delivered  to  the  mnUitude»  and  led  to  priBon,  ivhenoe  about  three 
mootlia  afterwards  twenty-two  of  dieni  wete  conducted  to  die  guil- 
lotine. The  remaining  members  of  ihe  Ghnnde  fled  from  FttM,  and 
the  party,  in  the  Convention,  became  extinct.  These  proceedings 
were  followed  by  insurrections  throughout  the  country.  The  inha- 
bitants of  Normandy,  Britany,  Lyons^  Marseilles,  Bourdeaux,  Toulon, 
and  upwards  of  sixty  departments,  armed  themselves  against  the 
Convention,  and  the  "  Reign  of  Terror"  commenced. 

A  young  and  beautiful  girl,  named  Charlott*^  Corday,  a  native  of 
Caen,  resolved  to  punish  Marat,  who,  as  the  leader  of  the  insurrection 
of  the  2nd  of  June,  was  considered  the  author  of  these  calamities. 
She  travelled  on  foot  to  Paris,  obtained  admission  to  the  house  of  the 
demagogue,  and  stabbed  him  to  the  heart.  Her  heroic  motives  are 
explained  in  her  anawm  to  the  inteRogatones  of  the  levolutionary 
tribnnaL  **!  hilled  Bfarat  to  put  an  end  to  the  troubles  of  France. 
It  was  he  who  corrupted  her,  and  proscribed  the  Deputies  of  the 
pei^ile.  I  have  IdDed  one  man,  to  save  a  hundred  thousand;  a 
depraved  wretch,  to  save  ihe  innocent;  a  ferocious  monster,  to 
procure  peace  to  mj  country."  Her  appearance  and  bdiavionr  at 
her  trial  so  captivated  a  yenng  republican,  named  Lux,  thi^  he 
entreated  and  obtained  permission  to  share  her  fate  at  the  guillotine. 
Marat,  after  his  death,  was  honoured,  £ox  a  while,  by  the  Jacobins  as 
one  of"  the  great  men  of  the  nation !" 

The  insurrectionary  movements  throughout  the  provinces,  the 
advance  of  the  Allies,  the  defeat  of  the  French  armies  upon  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


BliiM  and  it  die  Pyrenees,  threatened  the  ConTeiitioii  with  ipeedy 
■nnihflafkm  Its  members,  howerer,  hsfing  no  hope  of  safety  m 
retreat,  were  ocmipeUed  to  pursue  their  career.   They  framed  a  new 

Constitution,  expressly  to  rstablisli  the  supreme  power  of  the  multi- 
tude^ hut  it  was  found  incapable  of  working,  and  was,  therefore, 
never  acted  upon.  A  law  for  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  all 
suspected  persons  was  passed.  All  Frenchmen  from  eighteen  to 
twenty-five  years  of  age  were  called  upon  to  take  arms  in  defence  of 
the  Republic;  the  armies  were  reeruited  by  large  leviea  of  men,  and 
contributions  of  pro\-ision8  were  raised  for  ftn  ir  support,  liy  these 
means,  the  troops  on  the  frontiers  soon  aiiumnted  to  twelve  hundred 
thousand  men ;  and  six  thousand  soldiers  and  a  thousand  artillerj-men 
were  appointed  to  guard  the  interior.  "The  whole  coimtry/*  says 
Ifignet,  "became  a  camp  and  werbtkop  Ibr  republicans,  and  a  prison 
fer  Adr  opponents."  In  order  to  aaeertain  die  opinkms  of  the  people, 
certificates  of  citiaenship  w«ce  granted  by  the  Jaoobina,  to  their  known 
adherents;  and  every  poor  ciliien  of  Flaris  was  allowed  forty  sons 
a  diqr,  diat  he  might  be  enabled,  without  inoonTenienoe,  to  neglect 
his  proper  bunness,  and  aarist  in  the  incessant  debates  of  the  Sec- 
tionary  Assemblies.  The  public  functionariea  were  subjected  to  the 
lunrefllance  of  the  Clubs,  and  revolutionaiy  committees  were  fistabiished 
in  every  district^  where  the  authority  of  the  Conrention  was  recog- 
nised. 

This  activity  led  to  important  results.  The  insurrection  of  Nor- 
mandy was  easilv  (|U(  lied  :  the  insurgents,  led  by  mcmlxTs  of  the 
Gironde  party,  themselves  republicans,  had  merely  armed  to  restore 
their  depiities  to  power,  and  fimling  this  hopeless,  they  submitted  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Couventlcm  at  Caen.  This  was  the  first 
triumph  of  the  Jacobins  since  the  so  cidled  "purification"  of  the 
Lcgisktnre.  In  the  south.  General  Cartauz  defeated  die  MameQIaii 
Royalist^  and  drove  them  into  Toulon,  where,  by  tfie  asaistance  of 
^  Brilidi  Admiral,  Hood,  and  a  body  of  Spaniah  auxiliaries,  they 
were  enabled  to  maintain  themsdves  fn  a  coosiderahle  time.  It  waa 
m  the  siege  of  diis  dty,  that  the  military  talents  of  Napoleon  first 
Derame  conspicuous.  The  details  belong  to  his  personal  history. 
Lyons,  after  a  wdl-suatained  siege,  surrendered  to  General  Kellcnnan. 
The  Vend^ans,  after  losing  their  able  diie^  Cathehnean,  in  an 
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unsiircossful  attempt  to  capture  the  city  of  Nantes,  were  compelled  to 
retreat  into  their  own  territonty,  and  act  on  the  defensive;  and, 
eventually,  beiiif;  totally  defeated  in  four  successive  engagementJi,  they 
resolved  to  retire  into  Britany,  where  they  expected  to  be  supported 
hy  a  body  of  English  troops,  and  a  general  rising  of  the  inhabitants. 
They  were  pursued,  however,  by  the  vktorioiu  B^aUicaiiB,  and  after 
two  or  three  battlefl,  were  defeated  with  dreadful  slaughter  at  Mons, 
by  Generab  Weetaman,  Marceau,  and  Kleber.  Hfieen  duyusaad 
men*  women,  and  children  perished  in  thia  battle  and  the  massacre 
by  which  it  was  IbUowed*  The  xeninant  was  -again  enooimtered  at 
Savenay,  and  almost  wholly  destroyed.   The  Conuuittee  of  Public 
Safety  ordered  the  Utter  extermination  of  the  Vend&ms,  and  sent 
General  J  hurreaa,  with  a  large  army,  to  execute  the  oommand. 
Twelve  divisions  of  soldiers,  known  as  the  Infernal  Columns,  ravaged 
the  country.    The  houses  were  consigned  to  the  flames,  the  inha- 
bitants subjected  to  violation  and  massacre,  the  cattle  houghed  and 
slaughtered,  and  the  crops  burnt  and  destroyed.    At  Pillau,  they 
forced  all  the  woint  n  and  children  they  could  find  into  heated  ovens. 
"  At  the  toMHis  of  St.  Herman,  Chantonnay,  and  TTerbiers,"  says  an 
eye-witness,  "  I  did  not  see  a  >-iiigle  li^'ing  male.    A  few  females  alone 
had  escaped  the  sword.    Country-scats,  cottages,  all  kinds  of  habi- 
tations, were  in  ruins.    At  night  the  wavering  and  dismal  blase  of 
conflagration  lighted  the  whole  conntryj  end  to  the  bleatbg  of 
disturbed  flocks,  and  the  bellowing  of  affrighted  kine,  were  joined 
die  hoarse  croakiiig  of  the  canion-crow,  and  Ae  deep  bark  of  the 
wol^  coming  fordi  to  pr^  on  the  carcasses  of  the  dead,  which  lay 
unbnried  by  the  roadside  and  in  the  fields.'*    These  horrible 
severities  succeeded      a  time  in  suppvesnug  the  civil  wsr  in  La 
Yend^;  but  diey  excited  in  die  breasts  of  those  who  escaped  a 
deep  and  unquenchable  hatred  towards  all  revolutionists:  a  feeling 
which  has  not  been  eradicated  by  the  lapse  of  nearly  fifty  years. 

Diu-ing  these  events,  the  armies  of  invasion  had  also  been  defeated, 
and  driven  beyond  the  frontiers.  The  Allies  were  beaten  by  Jourdan, 
in  the  North;  by  Hochc  and  Pichegni,  on  the  Moselle;  and  by 
Kellerman,  on  the  Alps.  The  new  generals  were  appointed  by  the 
.Taeohin.s ;  and  tlie  able  (  amot,  who  was  Unstained  by  crime,  directed 
tlie  Hepublicou  campaigns. 
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j     j        In  the  mcaiitiiuc;  tlie  Committee  of  Public  Safety  diixctud  vengeance 
to  be  taken  on  the  defeated  Royalists  of  Lyons,  liourdcaux,  and  Mai- 
j     '     seilles.    The  ('i)iiiiiiissiuners  of  Kxefntion  at  Lyons,  were  Couthon, 
j  Fouche,  and  (.'ollot  d'Herboi"!  ;  tlie  la>t  having  soUcilcd  tlic  oiHre  to 

gratify  his  personal  hatrcnl  ajjjainst  the  iidiabitants,  wlio  had  ioi  inerly 
hissed  him  from  the  stage,  in  his  capacit)  of  an  itinerant  actor.  The 
instructioos  and  authority  of  these  men  amply  protected  them  in  the 
eommission  of  any  conceiTable  atrocity.  The  principal  strceUi,  t>quare8, 
and  public  buildii^s  mxe  to  be.  levelled  with  lihe  ground,  and  the 
nane  of  die  aty  changed  to  that  of  Ville^Affiranchie;  while  all  the 
inhabitants,  who  had  taken  part  in  the  revolt,  were  to  he  put  to  deadi, 
lo  avenge  what  waa  called  die  mnrder  of  ChaUer,  a  Jaooban  officer, 
who  had  threatened  to  "make  (oe  &got  of  three  hundred  Lyennaia, 
and  deUTcr  them  at  once  to  the  guillotine!**  The  mrdinaiy  prooen 

I  of  the  tribunala,  aummary  as  were  those  of  the  Revolution,  were  too 
ilow  fiar  the  Commissioners  of  Lyons,  who  therefore  thought  of  a 

I  more  speedy  mode  of  despatching  their  victims.  They  caused  them 
to  Imj  dragged,  three  or  four  hundred  at  a  time,  to  one  of  the  largest 

I  squares  in  the  city  and  fired  upon  with  grape  shot ;  despatching  those 
who  suTAived  the  cannonade  with  bavonets  and  sabres,  llie  bodies 
of  the  dead  were  thrown  info  the  Klu)ne,  in  order,  U'Hcrbois  affirmed, 

^      to  intimate  at  Toulon,  which  had  not  yet  been  captured,  the  nature  of 

'      republican  ventjeajicr.    At  Marseilles  and  Bourdeaux,  similar  scenes 

I  were  enacted;  while  at  Nantes,  Cambray,  and  Arras,  the  cruelties 
were,  if  possible,  more  aggravated  by  Uie  demmuac  ii^enuity  of 
Jooeph  Lebon  and  Gainer.  At  Kantes,  especially,  sereral  boat  loada 
of  jTonng  men  and  women,  stripped  and  tied  together,  were  sunk  in 
die  river  to  od^nate  "a  Republican  marriage.**  The  nnnic^al  offi- 
ooa  and  inbahitants  of  several  towns  were  shot  by  way  of  sport,  aa 
they  came  out  to  meet  die  troops  and  ComndsaionerB  to  tender  their 
sohadiaion.  "The  whole  country,**  says  Hazlitt,  ''seemed  one  vast 
'  conflagration  of  revolt  and  TCngeance.    The  shrieks  of  death  were 

blended  with  the  yell  of  the  assassin  and  the  laughter  of  bofibons," 

I  The  accounts  of  the  massacres  in  the  provinces  were  received  with 
I  J  so  much  applause  in  the  capital,  and  conferred  such  immense  popularity 
I     j      on  the  Commissioners  who  (Ureeted  them,  that  the  Couventiuu  thought 

its  own  glory  would  be  eclipsed  unless  it  adopted  similar  measures  j 
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j  to  scniro  its  crctlit  and  gratify  tlic  Parisian  ral)ble  with  tlic  actual 
sight  of  a  few  of  thoso  man-els  of  crime,  the  mere  recital  of  which 
I  had  created  such  (>ani(^st  admiration.  The  unfortunate  Queen  of 
Louis  X\'I.  was  at  this  time  sent  to  the  scaffold  in  Paris,  from 
mere  wantonness  and  lust  of  bloodshed.  Her  accusation  contained 
charges  too  groea  for  repetition,  and  utterly  incredible ;  but  had  there 
been  no  accaaation  at  all,  her  oondemnatum  waa  reaolved  on  finr 
the  reaaona  before  allnded  to,  and  Ibr  the  hatred  bome  her  by 
die  levolutioiuBta  finr  her  courage,  and  finr  Ae  unyieldiag  q^t  of 
r^al  dignity  whidi  ahe  had  exhibited  in  every  atage  of  her  mia- 
fintnnea.  She  waa  beheaded  on  the  Ifidi  of  October,  1793,  in  the 
thirty-ninih  year  of  her  age.  Her  many  aonowa  had  already  tnmed 
her  hair  to  grey.  The  Princess  Elizabeth,  sister  to  Louis,  was 
beheaded  in  May,  1794.  The  Dauphin,  Louis  XVIL,  was  given  in 
ehaxge  to  a  shoemaker,  named  Simon,  who,  by  the  direction  of  his 
employers,  treated  him  with  such  severity,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  him, 
that  he  died  on  tlie  Sth  of  June,  1795.  The  Princess  Royal  Mas 
subsequently  delivered  from  c  aptivityj  and  still  lives,  the  wife  of  the 

j  thrice  exiled  Duke  d'AiiLr'>iilt*'ine. 

Twenty-tAvo  of  the  (iiiondiNt  Deputien,  whom  Marat  had  denounced 

I  on  the  2nd  of  June,  were  brought  to  the  bar  on  the  ;30th  of  October, 

1793.  They  appear  to  have  been  prepared  for  their  approaching 
fiite.  La  Source,  when  hia  aentenee  waa  pronounced,  replied  to  his 
judges,  **I  am  about  to  die  at  a  time  when  the  people  have  loat  their 
reaaon:  you  will  die  die  moment  ihey  recover  it.**  The  deadi  of 
Bailly,  fimnerly  Mayor  of  Ptaria,  whoae  proclamation  of  martial  law 

I  in  the  Champ  de  Mara  had  not  been  fingoCten,  followed  die  egectttion 
of  the  ** twenty-two;**  and  Bainy*8  deei^itatifln  waa  anooeeded  by 
that  of  the  regicide  Duke  of  Orleans,  who  had  been  fiir  aome  time 
toapeded  of  aspiring  to  the  throne,  aince  occupied  by  hia  son,  Louis- 
Philippe.  Madame  Iloland,  the  accomplished  wife  of  a  member  of 
the  last  ministry  of  Louis  XVI.,  suffered  death  in  the  of 
November.  She  was  luicompanied  to  the  scaffold  by  a  man  named 
Lam  art-he,  director  of  assignat  printing,  whose  dejection  she  endea- 
voured to  cheer.  Arrived  there,  to  iisc  the  expressive  phraseology 
of  Mr.  C'arlylc,  she  asked  for  pen  and  paper  to  write  the  strange 
thoughts  that  were  rising  witliin  her;  a  remarkable  request,  which 
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was  refused.    Looking  at  the  statue  of  Liberty  which  stood  in  the 
square,  she  exchiimrd  liitterly,  "  O  Liberty,  what  crimes  me  com- 
mitted in  thy  name!"    For  Lamarchc's  sake  she  wouUl  suficr  first,  ' 
to  shew  him  how  easy  it  was  to  die.    "  It  is  contrary  to  the  order,"  j 
said  Sani-~un,  the  executioner.    "  Nay,"  rephed  the  courageous  woman,  | 
"you  canuut  refuse  the  last  request  of  a  kuly;"  whereupon  Samson 
yielded.    Thtb  scene  ma  spoken  of  by  the  bystanders^  who  had 
beoome  omrteiirt  in  croelty,  as  a  magnilloeiit  spedade.  "Wbit 
sense,  whtIL  wit,  what  the  scaflMd  sostsmed  in  MadaoM 

Boiandl**  Her  huslMmd,  hearing  of  her  de«&,  quitted  hb  place  of 
cooceahnent,  and  conunitted  tnicide  in  die  h^<road. 

Fnm  this  period,  to  die  deadi  of  Bobespiem,  who  was  now  at  die 
head  of  die  Government,  the  tonrmt  of  tenrw  ooiiti»iad  to  roll  on,  and 
gadier  strength  in  its  progress.  The  guillotine  was  almost  ceaselessly 
at  work.  The  public  accusers,  the  membeia  of  the  Tribunal,  and  the 
executioners,  knew  no  holiday,  had  no  pause  nor  relaxation.  "  The 
enemies  of  die  Repubhc,"  exchiimed  Robespierre,  "  must  be  destroyed, 
or  we  shall  perish !  Tlie  enemies  of  liberty  must  be  subdued  by  terror. 
The  Government  of  the  Revohition  is  the  despotism  of  freedom  arrayed 
against  tjTanny!"  The  good  and  the  bad  shared  an  awful  equahty  I 
in  these  times  of  systematic  murder.  "  Vanquished  en(^mies  arc  not 
secure,"  said  Barr^re.  "  There  are  none  but  the  dead  who  do  not 
return ! ^*  The  more  the  social  body  perspires,"  added  D'Herbois, 
« the  healthier  it  becomes!**— ^Dilalorinesa,'*  exdahned  Coodioii,  ia 
•  crime.  Etotj  aidu^tent  ibrmalily  is  full  of  puMie  danger.  The 
only  delay  that  ought  to  be  allowed  in  the  puniaibnent  of  our  enenieii 
it  the  time  oecopied  in  their  discorevy!**  The  accused  were,  there- 
tan,  tried  in  muhitudea,  and  not  allowed  to  be  heard  in  dieir  deftnce; 
and  even  thna  a  angle  tribunal  waa  Unind  insufficient.  Three  odiero 
were  established ;  the  number  of  judges  was  augmented,  and  empow- 
ered to  ae^  without  law  or  jury,  upon  the  dictates  of  dieir  consciences. 
Neither  sex  nor  age  was  spared;  all  dassca,  all  aecta,  were  subjected  | 
to  the  test  of  the  guillotine  ;  till  men,  and  women  also,  ceased  to  stand  I 
in  awe  of  de.ith,  but  frequently  invoked  it  as  a  refuge.  All  kinds  of 
artions,  and  even  want  of  action,  wcrr  tlcclarcd  crinirs.  at  the  discretion 
of  individuals.  The  nunib<»r  of  i>«  i>oiis  arrested,  between  Scpfeudx'r, 
1792,  and  August,  17U4,  has  been  computed  at  upwards  of  three 
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hundred  thouaandy  one-third  of  whom  are  aaid  to  have  been  women. 
AnMMug  those  who  perished  it  is  necessary  to  record  the  names  of 
the  good  Maleshcrbes,  and  the  learned  and  scientific  Barthck>my 
Lavoisier,  Xicolai,  and  Gilbert  de  Voisin.  Some  were  executed 
simply  because  they  m  ere  wealthy,  and  the  Committee  of  Safety 
1  wanted  money.  Magon,  when  carried  before  the  Tribunal,  and  asked 
i  his  name,  replied, '*  I  am  rich!"  and  disdained  to  say  more.  All  that 
could  excite  envy  by  their  reputation  for  genius,  virtue,  or  patriotism, 
I  unless  they  were  Terrorists,  were  lacrificed  to  the  madness  of  the 
period.  Natural  ties  and  atifectioiis  were  outraged  in  mere  wanton 
cmdty.  Whole  fimilies  were  danghteied  ftr  their  relatumahip  to 
proecribed  peraons  or  emigranti.  S&rten  for  shedding  tears  at  ihe  fiite 
of  their  tnothen*  wives  for  lamenting  their  murdered  husbands ;  one 
womanfixr  merely  saying,  as  a  group  was  led  to  the  scaffidd,  "  Mudi 
blood  seems  to  be  shed  for  trifling  canses." 

The  j^residing  demon  <^  this  desolating  storm  was  Maximilian 
Bobespeire,  a  law^^er  of  Arras,  the  *'  Inflexible**  and  "  Lioorruptible,'* 
as  he  was  called  in  the  Jacobin  clubs,  and  among  the  rabble.  He 
sustained  himself  as  a  leader  by  absolute  want  of  the  requisite  quali- 
fications for  his  post.  His  talents  were  not  of  an  order  to  dazzle 
or  excite  envy;  his  personal  cowardice  was  well  known;  his  want 
of  mdividual  sjinpathy  and  fellowship  had,  at  the  commencement 
of  his  career,  frequently  placed  him  in  juxta-position  Avitli  each  of 
the  rival  parties  ;  his  unostentatious  mode  of  life,  and  contempt  of 
wealtli  and  liuxury,  covered  him,  like  a  mantle,  with  an  external 
apjieiuauce  of  patriotic  imd  piuely  republican  virtue.  He  obtained 
his  elevation  with  the  consent  of  all,  because  all  had  separate  hopes 
of  being  able  to  govern  him.  He  had  been  extolled  by  each  par^, 
till  the  mob  bdiered  him  to  be  what  he  was  proclaimed;  and  when 
fear  drove  him  to  the  conuniasum  of  the  most  remoneless  aruellies, 
and  he  began  to  be  publicly  exclaimed  againsl^  the  "  poor  and  vir- 
I  tnous  people,"  as  he  cantingly  tamed  the  ctmaUU,  believed  that  his 
enemies  merdy  sought  his  fellfiram  fictions  motives.  The  continuance 
'of  the  Reign  <tf  Tenor,  howevor,  in  the  end  affin|^ited  even  diose  ndio 
were  originally  pleased  with  its  novelty. 

Donton  was  the  first  who  ventured  to  remonstrate  against  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  C<nnmittee  of  Safety.   He  declared,  that  it  was  time 


Digitized  by  GoogI 


THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


to  distinguish  between  the  innocent  and  the  guilty.""^'  And  who 
I     told  you,"  asked  the  callous  Bobespierre,     that  an  innocent  person 
'     has  suffered?"     Danton,  turning  Avith  a  sneer  to  a  friend  near 
him,  exchiimcd,  "  AVliat  savest  thon?    Not  an  innocent  jhtisom  has 
pmshe<l!"    From  that  time,  there  was  no  assoc  iation  between  Danton 
and  Robespierre,  and  the  latter,  dreading  the  iuiiueuce  of  his  oppo- 
nent, sought  to  destroy  him. 
I         In  the  meantime,  the  Convention,  or  rather  the  Revohitionary  f"om- 
I      mittee,  which  luro^ated  to  itself  all  power,  was  desirous  of  honouring 
•     the  Republic  with  an  era  of  its  own.    The  Christian  calendar  was 
I     abolished,  and  an  entirely  new  one  substituted.   The  decade  nqper- 
aeded  the  week,  and  the  tmth  day  the  sabbath.   The  year  was  divided 
I    into  twelve  eqmd  months  of  thirty  days  each,  taking  its  date  from  the 
22nd  of  September,  1792,  the  period  of  fimnding  the  BepaUic.  The 
I    five  supemnmerarf  days  ieqniredfi»r  die  actual  year,  were  pkoedattfie 
end,  and,  under  die  designation  of  Sams^CuloCtides,  were  consecrated, 
I    according  to  Ae  revohitionary  ritoal,  to  the  festivak  of  GMt»,£adoiir, 
I     Deedsy  Rewards,  and  Opinion,   The  Comnmae  of  Paris  established  a 
1     new  kind  of  worship — that  of  "reason  and  nature,"  or  absolute 
I     atheism.    The  Bishop  of  Paris  was  compelled  to  abjure  Christianity 
I     at  the  bar  of  the  Convention,  and  assent  to  a  decree  that  the  Catholic 
I     religion  should  give  place  to  that  of  "  reason."  The  churches  were  shut 
,     up,  or  transformed  into  heathen  temples,  most  of  the  scenes  exhibited 
in  which  are  too  scandalous  and  disgiistin{»  to  narrate.    In  one,  the 
^      ridicidoiis  wiis  carried  to  its  extreme.    An  immond  opera  tlancer  was 
installed  a*;  Goddess  of  Reason,  and  received  the  homage  of  the  public 
authorities,  and  a  vast  concourse  of  easy  converts.     Marriage  "was 
reduced  to  a  ci\'il  contract,  which  the  parties  wlio  formed  it  were  at 
liberty  to  annul  at  pleasure.    "  The  impudence  of  vice,  the  audacity 
of  wickedness,  the  emulation  of  licence,  even  to  the  most  unbridled 
dissolnteness,"  says  Manaontd,  "were  opculy  professed,  and  oon^ 
slitiited  BepubHcan  moraUty.** 

This  utter  depravity  could  not  and  did  not  last.   Danton,  and 
his  friend  Camille  Deamoulins,  made  no  aecret  of  their  acorn  and 
omtempt  fi>r  such  degrading  and  senseless  felUea,   They  had  been 
violent  and  cniel  dniii^  the  struggle  with  numarchy;  bat  they  had 
I    desired  to  destioy  despotism,  not  to  place  it  in  other  and  worse  hands* 
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Danton.  in  the  Convention,  and  Ucj^nioulins,  in  his  journal,  *  The  Old 
Cordelier,'  attacked  the  feroeious  system  pursued  by  the  tribunals 
and  that  of  public  atheism,  \\  hic  h  were  undermining  whatever  remained 
of  sociid  order  in  tlie  country.  These  attempts,  however,  to  bring 
the  nttkni  bade  to  xeMon  and 

oppoituiiity  <^  noifidng  die  man  wboie  ihraby  he  feared.  Danton 
▼as  misrepresented  in  die  Clabo,  and  denminoed  in  die  ConTention ; 
and,  diadaining  to  aonre  himself  by  flight  or  to  resort  to  the  nsnsl 
ardiloe  of  turning  die  popular  indignation  against  his  accusers,  he 
suflbred  hiinsdf  to  be  smsted,  and  a  &w  days  aftsrsrards  was  dragged 
to  the  scaffold,  with  Dcsmoulins,  and  seyeral  of  his  friends.  At  the 
|dace  of  execution,  he  prophetically  exclaimed,  "  ^\'c  are  sacrificed 
to  the  ambition  of  a  few  cowardly  brigands,  but  th^  will  not  long 
enjoy  their  triumph.  I  drag  Robespierre  after  me.  I  was  the  only 
man  who  had  influence  enoutrli  to  save  him."  He  was  ri^ht.  When 
Robejipierre  bei^an  to  act  iiulcpt ncU  ntlv.  his  weakness  and  folly  were 
at  once  perceived,  and  eontenuu  d.  It  wa-s  then  resolved  by  the  friends 
of  Danton,  to  attempt  his  overthrow.  He  soon  furnished  them  with  an 
opix)rtiuuty.  Seeing  that  a  party,  wliich  daUy  grew  stronger,  had 
sprung  up  in  the  Clubs,  thu  Convention,  and  the  Committee  of  Safet}', 
Bobeq^ene  moimted  the  tribane  to  denoanee  fab  enemies  as  those  of 
die  BepabUc,  and  arowed  his  intention  to  crush  all  fiictions  "Isat  die 
State  shonld  be  endangered."  When  he  had  oeaied,  Cambon  arose, 
and  ssid,  "  It  is  time  to  speak  out.  A  nngle  indmdual  hss  panfyied 
the  National  ConTention— this  is  Bobeq^iene!"  Several  odur  speaken 
urged  the  same  argument;  and  the  Dictator  that  diy  left  the  Assembly 
widi  a  oonvicdon,  that  if  he  fidled  to  purify**  die  Goremmeat 
immediately,  his  own  death  was  at  hand. 

Next  moniini;,  the  *Jrth  of  July,  1794,  the  meeting  of  the  Convention 
was  fidler  and  earlier  than  usual.  Robespierre  took  his  scat  in  front 
of  the  tribune ;  and  at  no<>n.  his  friend,  St.  Just,  commenced  an 
harangue.  "  I  am  ulx^ut,"  he  s;ud,  *'  to  lit\  tire  veil." — "  It  must 
Ik-  ti>rn  asundt  r  !  "  s;nd  Tidlien,  uiterrupting  him.  Billaud  \  arennes 
stated,  that  on  the  pre\  ions  e\  ening  a  scheme  was  dt  batetl  among  the 
Jacobins,  to  niass,u  re  the  uu  niU^rs  of  the  (  on\ i  iition.  '*  I  see,"  he 
addinl.  "  one  of  the  ass.iv>ius  among  the  Mouutainista.**— **  him 
be  arrvstcd !"  exclaimed  a  hundred  voices.   **  Xlie  Courention,**  oon- 
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tinucd  Billaud,  "  is  placed  in  the  most  eniinmt  peril,  and  if  it  be 
irresolute  it  ^^ill  perish."  He  then  denounced  Robespierre  by  name, 
and  presented  a  list  of  liis  accomplices.  The  terrified  and  trembling 
Dictator,  unable  to  restrain  his  emotion,  rushed  to  the  tribune,  but  i 
was  driven  thence  by  a  loud  and  general  cry  of  "  Down  with  the 
tjTant!"  TalUen  followed  Billaud  Varennes.  and,  drawing  forth  a 
dagger,  declared  that,  if  the  Convention  had  not  sufficieut  courage 
to  decree  the  despot's  accusation,  he  wouhl  himself  avenge  tlie  injured  1 
Bcpublic  Robespierre  repeatedly  attempted  to  speak,  but  the  As-  . 
■enbly  woqUI  not  lieer  him;  and  lie  «t  length  annk  into  his  seat 
exhamted  ividi  z«ge  and  fear.  "MiMvaUe  man,"  cried  a  Deputy, 
new  bhn,  who  ofaaerved  foam  on  hia  livid  Upa,  "the  blood  of  Danton 
atifica  thee!**  Abont  lour  o'dod^  the  Convention  nnaninunuly 
I  deereed  the  arreat  of  tibe  two  Bobeapierres,  St  Juat,  Conthon,  Le 
I  Baa,  and  Henrioti  who  were  forthwith  delivered  to  die  gendarmerie, 
and  condneted  to  the  Lozemboarg. 

The  Commune  of  Paris,  knowing  that  its  own  eziatence  depended 
on  that  of  Robespierre,  ordered  a  zeaciie,  which  was  speedily  effected 
by  the  mob,  and  the  Dictator  was  conveyed  to  the  H6tel  de  Ville  in 
triumph.    Henriot  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  revolutionary 
giiard,  and  the  Hall  of  the  Convention  was  surrounded  with  cannon.  j 
The  Assembly,  however,  was  not  overawed.    It  had  no  safety  but 
in  victorv ;   and,  with  couraLre  trathered  from  despair,  it  outlawed 
Henriot,  and  its  Members  resolved  to  die  at  their  posts.    The  can- 
nonicrs,  tired  of  anarchy,  when  ordered  to  fire,  refuseil  to  obey  their      j  j 
commanders ;  but,  at  the  direction  of  the  Legislature,  received  Barras  , 
as  their  chief,  and  returned  to  besiege  the  Commune.   Henriot  fled,  ! 
to  infttm  hia  aooompBoea  of  dwir  danger ;  and  Bobea|iarre,  to  avoid  | 
pubtio  exeeotion,  attempted  to  blow  ont  hia  braina,  but  hia  hand  waa 
too  vnataady  even  for  adcide,  and  die  bullet  merely  ahatlered  hia 
jaw4Miie.  Le  Baa  waa  more  aaoceaafn],  and  died  bj  hia  own  hand,  j 
The  jounger  Bobe^ieRe  Uirew  himaelf  £rom  a  third-atocy  window,  | 
bat  anrvived  hia  folL   In  a  fow  minntaa,  the  Dictator,  atretdied  on  a    {  i 
litter,  was  on  his  way  to  the  prison  of  the  Conciergerie ;  whence,  j 
at  about  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  July,  he  was  borne  { 
on  a  tumbril,  with  Henriot,  Couthon,  St  Juat^  and  hia  brother,  to  the 
place  of  execution. 
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Tlic  head  of  him  who  had,  for  nearly  two  years,  governed  France 
was  now  bound  with  a  dirty  cloth,  his  eyes  were  sunk,  and  his  face 
ghastly.  An  immense  crowd  pressed  round,  and  congratulated  each 
other.  The  procession  paused  opposite  his  house,  in  the  Rue  St. 
Ilonore,  when  a  group  of  women  formed  a  circle,  and  danred  around 
him.  One,  says  Mr.  Carlylc,  sprung  upon  his  tumbril,  and  waving 
her  hand  over  him,  exclaimed,  "  Thy  death  gladdens  my  very  heart. 
Go  doimtohdl,  wilhdieciinwof  all  wetandmodun!**  He  wai 
carried  on  fo  the  icaffold  laat.  SamMxa  wrenched  the  bandage  fiom 
his  jaVf  which  inatandy  fill  powerlen,  and  drew  forth  a  cry  of  a^nty. 
When  the  head  of  the  monster  ML,  shout  upon  shout  of  applause 
hurst  from  the  moldtade,  and  was  echoed  throughout  Paris,  and 
tjpeedjly  repeated  in  every  corner  of  liberated  France. 

The  restoration  of  order,  although  not  the  work  of  a  moment,  was 
at  once  commenced  by  the  victors — called,  firom  the  period  of  their 
success,  the  Thermidoriens.  The  tribunals  and  committees  were 
graduiiUy  suppressed ;  and  eventually  the  day  of  the  Sections,  the  1 3th 
Vendcmiaire  (4th  October),  1705,  crave  a  new  character  to  the  Revo- 
lution, and  connected  its  further  details  inseparably  with  the  history 
of  Napoleon.  Society,  in  the  meanwhile,  passed  from  a  state  of 
turbulence  to  tranquillity,  from  constant  public  agitation  to  the  duties 
of  private  life.  Labour  supplanted  rapine,  and  the  rich  and  indus- 
trious were  no  longer  subjected  to  the  dominion  of  the  ignorant, 
the  idle,  and  the  dissolute.  Perhaps,  much  good  had  been  aooom- 
plished  by  breaking  die  fetters  of  absolutism,  and  destroying  die 
illusions  of  a  millennium  j  but  much  evil  remained  in  the  unsrttling 
of  fiddi  and  the  oonfunon  of  ideas  ooncemii^  liber^,  religion, 
morality,  and  social  obligations. 
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CHArrEii  I.  I 

THE  FAMILY  OF  BONAPARTK — BIRTH  OK  NAMOLRUN  —  BOYHOOD  —  MILITARY  j 
KDUCATION — riBST  COMMISSION.     1/69 — 1786.  ; 

II  E  BonajiartCB  of  Corsica  were  descended 
from  n  noble  Italian  family,  which,  during 
the  middle  ages,  had  frequently  supplied  i 
senators  to  the  Republics  of  Florence,  Bo-  ! 
logna,  and  San  Miniato,  and  was  allied  to 
the  houses  of  Medici,  Orsini,  and  rA>mellini. 
-jJeconiint;  impoverished,  however,  during 
the  struggles  between  the  CJuelph  Jind 
Ghibelline  factions,  which  for  so  long  a  period  distracted  Italy,  and 
desolated  its  chief  cities  and  states,  a  younger  branch  of  the  family 
had  retired  to  Corsica,  where  its  high  extraction  would  probably 
have  been  soon  forgotten,  but  for  tlie  circumstances  which  were  , 
destined  to  give  an  extraordinary  interest  to  everything  connected  | 
with  so  memorable  a  name.    Napoleon  himself  had  little  reverence 
for  the  pride  of  ancestry ;  and  when,  during  the  consulate,  it  was 
Botight  to  flatter  him  with  a  genealogy  which  traced  his  family  from 
a  line  of  kings,  he  treated  the  matter  with  the  ridicule  it  merited, 
and  ended  by  observing,  that  the  patent  of  his  nobility  was  dated 
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firom  the  battle  of  Montenotte.  The  indifference  of  mankind  to  the 
glory  which  has  no  better  source  than  heraldic  hme,  warrants  ui  in 

treating  the  subject  in  a  similar  manner. 

Charlt    Bonaparte,  the  head  of  the  expatriated  family,  having  | 
Rtudicd  for  the  law  at  Rome  and  Pisa,  settled  at  Ajaccio,  as  an  advocate 
I     of  Session,  and  was  married  to  La?titla  Kamolino,  a  Corsican  lady  of 
I     Nca]>olitan  extraction,  of  whom  lie  appears  to  have  become  enamoured, 
j     as  much  fur  her  courage  and  the  energy  and  decision  of  her  character,  j 
I     as  for  her  great  beauty  and  accomplishments.     They  were  united 
about  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  struggle  of  the  Islanders, 
nnder  Faoli,  to  maintain  d>e  independence  cS  Conica  item  die 
doounation  of  France;  and,  taUng  part  with  the  patriots,  were 
involved  in  all  the  troobles  and  vidsaitodes  of  that  gallant  hut 
unsucoessfnl  band.    Wfien  the  French  troops  took  possession  of 
Ajaedo,  PaoU  and  his  little  army  retreated  to  the  monntains  in  Uie 


centre  of  the  idand.  Thither  Charles  Bonaparte  was  IbUowed  bj 
bis  wife,  then  scarcety  eighteen,  and  an  in&nt  son,  Joseph,  who  had 
been  bom  on  the  7th  of  January,  1768.  Ltetitia  is  said  not  only  to 
have  shared  the  ordinary  dangers  of  military  life  with  her  husband. 
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but  to  have  accompanied  him  on  horseback  in  some  of  his  expeditions, 
even  when  a  second  time  about  to  become  a  mother.  As  the  period 
of  her  travail,  however,  drew  near,  she  sought  and  obtained  a  safe 
conduct  to  return  to  Ajaccio,  in  order  that  her  child  might  be  bom  in 
a  place  of  security. 

On  the  1 5th  of  August,  being  the  Feast  of  the  Assumption,  in  the 
year  17G9,  Madame  Bonaparte,  whose  bodily  as  well  as  mental  vigpur 
was  scarcely  to  be  surpassed,  was  desirous  of  participating  in  the 
solemnities  of  the  mass,  and  attended  church  for  that  purpose ;  but, 
being  seized  with  her  pangs  during  the  service,  she  was  compelled  to 
hasten  home,  and,  before  she  could  be  conveyed  to  her  chamber,  was 
delivered  of  a  son,  upon  an  old-fashioned  carpet  representing  at  full 
length  some  of  the  heroes  of  antiquity.  This  was  the  future  hero  of  a 
hundred  battles — Napoleon. 


There  has  been  much  idle  speculation  about  the  name  conferred 
upon  the  infant :  it  appears,  however,  that  Napoleon  was  a  name 
which  had  been  borne  by  the  second  sons  of  the  same  family  for 
several  generations,  having  been  a  distinguished  one  among  the 
Bonapartes  of  San  Miniato,  to  whose  care  the  education  of  the 
children  of  the  Corsican  branch  had  usually  been  entrusted  from 
the  period  of  their  first  emigration.  In  the  CJrcek  Calendar  there 
had  also  been  a  saint  of  that  name,  to  whom,  nevcrtlieless,  so  little 
homage  had  been  paid,  that  his  place  was  no  longer  retained,  nor 
could  the  date  of  his  festival  be  ascertained.    It  was  tlie  fortune  of 
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Napoleon  Bonapaitc  to  make  the  name  an  imperishable  one;  and, 
when  lie  had  eflected  this,  the  Pope,  in  compliment  to  him,  restored 
his  namesake,  St.  Aftjio/ron  (lex  f 'rains,  to  a  post  among  the  canonized, 
assigning  to  him  the  l.vth  of  August,  the  birth-day  of  the  victorious 
soldier,  and  that  on  wluch  he  had  signed  the  Concordat,  for  a  festival : 
thus,  as  one  of  his  biographers  observes,  according  to  tbe  prot^gi  the 
rare  honour  of  promoting  the  patron. 

Hie  childhood  of  Napoleon  ofien  Htde  b^nd  a  few  aneedotea 
in^KcadTe  of  his  after  character.  He  has  rekted  <tf  himadf  that  he 
was  a  wilibl  and  inqniaitiTe  child;  hardy,  bold,  and  auschieTous; 
qnandling  with,  and  making  himadf  fenddahle  to  all  his  aasodates^ 
espedtSlj  to  his  brother  Joseph,  who,  being  older  than  he,  was  not  at 
first  disposed  to  submit  to  his  caprices;  but  who  was  eventually  bitten, 
beaten,  scratched,  abused,  and  misrepresented  into  saljectiaii.  His 
early  education  devolved  upon  lus  mother,  who  was  a  prudent  and 
amiable,  as  well  as  a  strong-minded  woman,  and  who  watched  the 
progress  and  mental  development  of  all  her  children  with  the  utmost 
solicitude  and  tenikrness.  Hers,  however,  was  not  the  foolish  affection 
which  prevents  l\w  detection  of  faults:  she  mingled  severity  with 
encouragement,  punishment  with  reward  ;  and  rested  her  claims  to 
their  love  on  the  understandings  of  her  pupils.  She  insbted  on 
obedience,  abhorred  falsehood  in  all  its  shapes,  and  suffered  nothing  j 
to  be  eulogised  in  her  presence  that  was  not  really  elevating  to  a  | 
generonaaBdinibrmediiund.  To  her  training  he  afierwardi  altnbated 
the  success  of  his  career;  and  frequently  insisted  dut  "on  the  lessons 
of  the  mother  depend  die  good  or  evil  conduct  of  the  ehild.**  He 
was  a  handsome  but  dorenly  boj;  and  part  of  a  aoog  has  been  | 
preeerred,  whidi  is  siqiposed  to  have  been  written  in  ridicule  of  die 
mixture  of  gallantry  and  carelessness  exhibited  in  his  person,  and 
with  which,  it  is  said,  he  was  frequendy  saluted  by  the  children  of  his 
own  1^  in  the  streets  of  Ajaodo 

"  Na{)olcone  di  mezxii  calzetta. 
Pa  ramore  k  GiacoauiiettR." 

At  a  very  early  age,  Napoleon  appears  to  have  acquired  that  habit 
of  studious  reserve  which  ho  retained  through  life.  His  father  had  a 
summer  retreat  about  a  mile  from  Ajaccio.  in  tlie  pleasant  grounds 
of  whidi,  planted  with  the  olive,  the  cactus,  the  clematis,  and  the 
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almond'trcc,  and  overhung  with  the  fig  and  the  wild  vine,  was  an 
isolated  granite  rock,  with  a  natural  grotto  beneath,  which  looked  out 
upon  the  sea.  Hither  Napoleon  frequently  came  during  his  school 
vacations;  and,  with  or  without  a  book,  rcmainod  for  hours  together 
in  solitary  meditation.  It  has  been  eloquently  remarked  u{)ou  thib, 
by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  "  How  the  imagination  laboiin  to  form  au 
idea  of  the  vinoiu  which,  in  due  aequerterad  spot,  rnnat  have  ariaen 
ejea  of  die  fiitore  hevo  1" 

Tfarongh  the  inteieat  of  Coimt  Maiboni^  the  Erendi  Gorenuur 
of  CSoidca,  to  whom,  after  die  conqneit  of  tfie  idand  and  the  eadle 
of  Faoli,  Charlea  Bonaparte  had  graduallj  heeome  reooneiled.  Mid  hj 
whom  he  had  been  appointed  to  the  honourable  and  lucratlTe  aitoadon 
of  Assessor  to  the  Tribunal  of  Ajuccio,  Napoleon,  in  his  tenth  year, 
obtained  an  appointment  to  the  lloyai  Military'  School  of  Brienne. 
ITiither  he  was  taken,  through  the  Tuscan  States,  the  south  of  France 
and  Paris,  by  his  father,  who  formed  one  of  a  deputation  from  the 
government  of  Corsica  to  the  Court  of  Versailles,  in  the  spring  of  1779. 
He  entered  this  celebrated  academy  on  the  23rd  of  April. 

Of  his  school  days  a  lively  account  has  been  given  by  M.  de  Bour- 
rienne,  his  school-fellow  and  friend.  In  person  he  was  remarkable 
Ibr  his  dark  ItaHma  oompleuon,  quick,  penetrating  eyes,  and  a  head 
dispropoctkmed  to  his  diminatiTe  body.  He  was  also  dirtinguiahed 
by  his  Cwrican  dialect,  wluch  was  a  somroe  of  frequent  ridicnle  to 
his  oompaniofis,  who  from  the  manner  in  which  he  ptonowioed  his 
namo,  as  if  written  NapoiUMUi,  were  aceostomed  to  mJI  him  lapaSU 
am  nex.  He  set  earnestly  to  work  at  his  studies,  however,  and  soon 
mastered  the  French  language,  and  made  considerable  progress  in 
history,  geography,  and  mathcmatica.  In  classical  and  elegant  literature 
he  never  acquired  great  proficiency,  and  at  fifteen  years  old  was  still 
low  on  the  fourth  form  in  Latin;  being  satisfied  probably  with  the 
ability  to  read  Plutarch.  Tacitus,  Polybius,  and  Arri.in,  his  favourite 
authors.  He  was  as  fond  of  seclusion  at  Urit  imc  as  in  Corsica, 
and  generally  kept  aloof  from  the  sjwrts  of  the  other  students.  He 
seemed  averse  to  form  attachments ;  and  indeed,  from  various  causes, 
came  to  entertain  a  dislike,  almost  amounting  to  disgust,  towards  all 
I!renchmen ;  and  was  in  torn  derided  by  his  IVeoch  companiona  as 
the  aon  of  a  Corsicaa  attorney.   He  spoke  warmly  of  FaoU,  as  a  great 
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man  and  a  patriot,  and  was  somewhat  incensed  against  his  father 
for  having  forsaken  the  fortunes  of  such  a  leader,  and  assented  to  the 
union  of  Corsica  with  France.  'With  these  sentiments,  it  will  be 
readily  conceived  that  his  retorts  were  exceedingly  bitter  when  the 
island  of  his  birtli  was  spoken  of  with  scorn.  But  if  he  had  few 
friends,  he  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  enemies  among  his 
fellow-students.  He  made  no  complaints  of  their  conduct  towards 
himself,  which  at  times  was  certainly  flagrant,  nor  of  their  other 
transgressions,  even  when  the  duty  devolved  upon  him  of  reporting 
violations  of  discipline.  On  one  occasion  he  preferred  to  suffer  a 
confinement  of  three  days  rather  than  denounce  a  culprit.  His  chief 
amusements  at  this  time  consisted  in  the  cultivation  of  a  little  plot 
of  garden  ground,  of  which  one  was  assigned  to  every  pupil,  and  in 
reading  the  numerous  liistorical  works  with  which  the  library  of  the 
school  was  stored. 
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His  early  love  for  military  life  and  adventure  was  evinced  even 
when  a  child,  his  favourite  plaything  having  been  a  brjiss  model 
I         of  a  cannon ;  but  it  was  more  strongly  manifested  during  the  winter 
I  of  1783 — 4.     The  snow  then  lay  upon  the  ground  to  the  depth 

I  of  six  or  eight  feet,  and  necessarily  deprived  the  students  of  their 

I  accustomed  exercise  and  recreation ;  the  only  resource  left  being  to 

promenade  the  great  hall,  and  amuse  themselves  with  in-door  games, 
as  they  best  might.  As  a  means  of  escape  from  this  monotonous 
life,  it  was  proposed  by  Napoleon  that  they  should  clear  passages 
through  the  snow  in  the  great  court-yard,  dig  trenches,  erect  horn- 
works,  platforms,  and  parapets,  and  form  a  siege.  The  project  was 
received  with  enthusiasm,  and  Napoleon  at  once  unanimously  appointed 
to  direct  the  attacks.  Brooms  and  shovels  were  put  into  immediate 
requisition,  a  fort  was  constructed,  the  scholars  divided  into  regular 
platoons,  and  the  mimic  combat  commenced.  The  siege  was  main- 
tained during  the  play-hours  for  fifteen  days ;  nor  would  it,  perhaps, 
have  then  ceased,  but  that  stones  and  gravel  became  mixed  with  the 
I  snow  of  which  the  balls  were  made,  and  several  of  the  students, 
besiegers  as  well  as  besieged,  were  seriously  hurt,  when  the  principals 
thought  it  right  to  interfere  and  put  an  end  to  the  diversion. 


Of  the  pride  and  high  spirit,  and  at  the  same  time  of  the  impHcit 
obeilicnce  of  Napoleon,  the  following  incident,  which  occurred  about 
this  period,  will  afford  an  illustration.    The  quarter-master,  for  some 
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fkult,  had  condemned  Napoleon  to  wear  a  serge  coat,  and  to  dine  on 
his  knees  at  the  iloor  of  tlic  refectory.  Tliis  public  disgrace  so  stung 
the  ardent  and  a.spiring  Bjiirit  of  the  young  student,  that  ho  was  seized 
•with  violent  retching  and  hysterics.  The  pruicipal  of  the  scliool,  who 
chanced  to  pass  at  the  time,  remitted  the  punishment,  and  reproved 
the  tutor  for  his  severity  and  want  of  discernmcDt ;  and  the  professor 
of  mathematics.  Father  Patrault,  when  lufimied  of  the  drcunutance, 
WM  greatly  chagrined  diat  hk  fint  mathematidm  should  have  been 
«ab|ected  to  such  hnnuliadom.  Hie  person  who  inflicted  the  punidi- 
ment  appears  to  have  been  FSchegm,  who  was  quarter-master  at  the 
timei  and  toabher  of  die  four  rules  of  arithmetic  in  die  mathematiGal 
dass.  In  aftor  years,  Fichegru  had  learned  to  form  a  sounder  estimate 
of  the  character  of  his  pupil ;  for  when  consulted  by  one  of  the 
Bourbons,  if  means  might  not  be  devised  to  engage  the  Conqueror 
of  Italy  in  the  royal  interest,  he  replied,  "  It  will  be  a  waste  of  time 
to  attempt  it.  I  knew  him  when  a  youth ;  his  character  is  inflftxibl^ : 
he  has  taken  his  side,  and  will  abide  by  it." 

Father  Patrault  was  proud  of  Napoleon's  ar(juirLnu'iits  in  tlie  hi  anch 
of  study  over  which  he  presided ;  and  it  was  probably  owing  in  some 
measure  to  his  recommendation  that,  in  his  fifteenth  year,  he  was  one 
of  the  five  scholars  selected  by  the  Chevalier  de  Keralio,  inspector  of 
the  military  schools  of  France  to  be  passed  to  die  military  coUege  at 
Farifl  to  complete  their  education.   This  was  no  ordinary  compliment 
to  the  pmicienc^  of  the  young  student,  who  had  not  even  attained 
the  requisite  age;  and  when  it  was  siqigested  by  mie  of  the  masters, 
that  he  had  better  remain  fer  another  year,  to  affixd  time  finr  forther 
improvement  in  general  learning,  Keralio  merely  replied,  "  I  know 
what  I  am  about,  and  if  I  transgress  the  ordinary  rules,  it  is  not  on 
account  of  family  influence,    I  know  nothing  of  the  youth's  friends, 
and  am  actuated  only  by  my  opinion  of  his  talents.    There  is  a  spark 
of  genius  in  liim  which  cannot  he  too  early  fostered."     In  October, 
1784,  he  accordingly  prorecded  to  Paris,  where  he  soon  found  that  tlie 
college  was  conducted  upon  too  (  x pensive  a  scale  to  suit  the  circum- 
stances of  most  of  the  king's  scholars ;  and  he  therefore  addressed 
a  memorial  to  M.  Berton,  the  sub-principal,  complaining  that,  instead 
of  improvement,  die  students  doived  fimmtheur  residence  ontynotimis 
of  vanity  and  a  love  of  ostentation;  so  thaty  when  required  to  enter 
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upon  life  or  return  to  their  homes,  they  were  likely  to  be  incapable 
of  relishinp;  the  frugality  of  the  camp,  or  the  modest  enjoyments  of 
the  domt^tic  circle.  This  singular  document  concluded  with  a 
recommendation  of  reform  ;  and  proposed,  that,  instead  of  being 
allowed  to  retain  numerous  servants,  each  student  should  do  what  | 
W!is  necessary  to  personal  convenience  and  cleanliness  himself;  th.it 
the  usual  dinner  of  two  courses  shoidd  be  reduced  to  tlie  rations 


of  the  troops,  and  that  such  simple  and  sober  habits  only  shoidd  be 
encouraged,  as  would  tend  to  form  the  character  of  men  destined 
for  military  senice,  enable  them  to  nuiintain  with  steadiness  the 
bearing  of  soldiers,  to  brave  the  inclemencies  of  the  seasons,  the  changes 
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!     of  climate,  and  the  fatigues  of  var;  and,  abore  all,  to  inspire  the  men 
under  their  command  with  cotirage,  coofidence,  and  attachment.  This 
was  at  the  age  of  lixtecn.    The  same  opinions  on  the  suhject  of  military 
pduratinn  accompanied  him  through  life ;  and  formed  the  basis  xipon  ' 
whidi  \w  I'ounded  the  several  educational   institutiong  £>r  which  i 
France  was  indebted  to  him  after  he  became  Emperor.  1 

He  continueil,  while  at  Paris,  to  distingiush  himself  in  the  same 
classes  as  at  Brienne,  and,  by  at  least  one  of  his  tutor-^.  was  as  much  [ 
misunderstood.  M.  Bauer,  his  Gcrmim-nuister,  considered  liis  abilities 
to  be  of  a  very  inferior  order ;  and  when  told  that  he  was  the  first 
nuidiematieian  in  the  college,  replied  that  "none  baft  a  fed  could 
learn  mathematics.''  L'EguiUe,  die  profenor  of  Hiatoiy,  drew  juater 
condusions  from  hu  relectiTe  di^odtum^  and  the  aolidity  of  his 
judgment;  and,  in  a  report  on  the  state  of  the  students,  a|ipended  to 
the  name  of  Napoleon  the  fiillowing  note: — ^  A  Conican  by  birth 
and  character;  he  will  do  much,  if  drcumstances  hcnox  him." 
M.  Domairon,  professor  of  Belles- Lettres,  astonished  at  the  singularily 
of  Napoleon's  amplifications,  is  said  to  have  compared  them  to 
"  flaming  granites  poured  from  a  volcano." 

With  both  L'Eguille  imd  Domairon,  Napoleon  afterwards  preserved  j 
the  intimacy  which  here  had  its  commencement.    "VMien  First  Consul, 
he  frequently  invited  the  former  to  breakfast  at  ^Malmaison,  and  was 
accustomed  to  revert  to  tlie  dibcussions  wliich  thev  had  formerlv  held, 
on  the  merits  of  various  liistorical  ( haraeters ;  and,  among  otliers,  of 
the  Constable  de  Bourbon,  whose  great  and  only  crime  NapoU  on  once 
characteristically  declared  to  have  been,  "  his  coming  with  foreigners 
to  wage  war  against  his  native  country.'*   Domairon,  in  1802,  became  • 
tutor  to  Jerome  Bonaparte.    It  would  be  worth  enquiry,  whether  j 
M.  Bauer  lived  long  enough  to  enjoy  the  confirmation  tA  his  singular  i 
judgment. 

The  decision  of  tone  and  manner,  and  the  vigour  of  intellect,  indeed, 
which  about  this  time  began  to  be  generally  remarked,  procured  him 
the  notice  and  friendship  of  the  celebrated  Abb6  Raynal,  to  whose  , 
litcran»'  and  scientific  parties  he  was  frequently  imnted,  and  m  itli  w  hom  I 
he  discussed  questions  of  history,  poUtics,  and  legislation.  To  the  , 
same  period  also  is  referable  the  prediction  of  his  great  uncle  Lucicn,  ^ 
who,  having  assembled  all  his  relations  around  his  death-bed,  addressed 
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himself  to  Joseph :  "  You,"  said  he,  "  are  the  oldest,  ))ut  Napoleon 
is  the  head  of  the  family.  You  must  always  look  up  to  him."  Tliis, 
a*.  NajKileon  afterwards  f)1)sp^^'ed,  ■H  as  a  true  disinheritance ;  it  was 
a  repetition  of  the  scene  ot"  Ksau  and  Jacob.  Charles  Bonaparte,  who 
died  on  tlie  21th  of  Fehniary,  I7H.5,  always  entt  rtained  and  expressed 
a  bimilar  opinion  of  the  pre-eminence  of  his  second  son. 

Tn  Augu-st.  ITHf).  after  less  than  a  year's  residence  at  Paris,  NapoleoTi 
passed  his  exauiinatiou  under  tlie  great  La  Place;  and  obtained  lii.s 
tirst  commission,  as  second  lieutenant,  in  the  artillery  regiment  La 
Fere,  then  quartered  at  Yalence,  in  Dauphiny. 


f''   •  •  . 
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KAlPOLSOM*S  riBHT  I.OVK  — LITKHARY  RPFURTS  —  KKvni.i'TION —BBCALI.  AMD 
TKKACUKKY  OF  I'AUU  —  TOULON.     IJf'^ — 1793. 


Kn\  i  .NciAT,  society  in  Franco 
at  the  time  Napoleon  com- 
mence d  his  militan'  career, 
Mas  of  a  much  more  primi- 
tive character  than  after 
men's  imnda  had  been  dia« 
tnrbed,  and  the  lereience 
ftr  ancient  usages  diiiMpeted, 
hj  the  events  of  the  Bevo- 
'M>'  "intion.  The  diatean  of  the 
landed  pxopriotor,  with  its  tunrets,  court-yaxd,  and  half-casteUated 
massiTeness  and  strength,  constituted  the  marvel,  as  its  inmates  were 
the  patrons  and  oracles,  of  the  neighbourhoo<l.  News,  such  as  was 
permitted  to  be  puMicly  (liss(  minatcd,  travelled  but  slowly,  and  was 
necessarily  limited  to  the  etiucated  cliisses, — a  very  small  proportion  of 
the  at!;r?refjate  jiopulation.  An  occasional  letter,  or  the  (onversation 
<»f  a  visitor,  formed  the  staple  of  information  to  he  obtained  Ix  yond 
the  precincts  of  tlie  ea])ital.  on  any  hut  the  most  ordinary  p.-isxlncf 
iK  (  iirrences.  The  nntioii>  «»f'  tlic  ( ountrv  people  l  oncerninj;  political 
movements,  or  the  affairs  (»1  government,  were  therefore  of  a  vaijue 
and  contradictory  kind.  Rooks,  society,  and  field  sjwrts,  were  the 
only  means  of  escape  from  a  Ufe  of  stagnation ;  and,  to  whichever  of 
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these  offered  the  newest  species  of  excitement  for  the  time  being, 
recourse  M-as  eagerly  had.  \t  the  period  of  which  vrc  are  speaking, 
however,  nmiour  had  begun  to  be  busy  with  nintters  of  state,  and 
miHtary  men  derived  additional  consideration  frDiii  the  ( ircumst;uice. 

To  the  old-fiushioned  mansions  and  the  pleas;uit  converse  of  the 
pcntr)-  of  \'alence,  and  especially  to  liis  intercourse  with  the  Colombicr 
family,  Napoleon  often  alluded  in  after  years.  Madame  du  Colombier 
was  a  lady  of  considerable  acquirements,  and  was  not  long  in  dis- 
oovering  the  high  qualitie*  of  the  young  artillery  ofiEu^r,  whom  the 
took  pleasure  in  introdudiig  to  die  beit  drdes  in  Valrace  and  its 
neighbourhood.  To  these  introductione,  and  die  grade  in  society 
whidi  they  gave  ham,  the  future  Emperor  did  not  hesitate  to  ascribe 
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considerable  influence  in  shaping  his  destiny;  and  to  Uic  expcnence 
which  he  then  Acquired  of  the  moral  influence  exercised  by  the 
pro\-incial  landowners  over  the  rural  population,  M.  de  Bourricnne 
attributes  his  constant  desire,  when  he  had  attained  power,  to  conciliate 
the  affections  of  that  class  towards  his  government.  One  result  of 
the  intiniaey  then  formed  was  a  mutual  attachment  between  Napoleon 
and  Mademoiselle  du  Colonibier,  which  seems  to  liave  piu-taken  of  all 
the  romance  and  di.sinterestetliios,  if  m^t  of  the  fri\our  of  first  love. 
They  walked  and  conversed  in  the  garden  and  grounds  belonging  to 
the  chateau ;  and  got  up  one  Midsummer  morning  at  early  dawn, 
expressly  to  ehure  die  Sicily  di  eating  chenies  together.  Hie  yonng 
Uiiy  afterwards  married  M.  de  Bressieai^  to  whom,  at  her  soBdtalion, 
Napdieon,  -whim  passing  tfurous^  Lyons  on  his  way  to  be  crowned 
King  of  Italy  m  1805,  gave  a  sitoatbn ;  and,  fox  hoaelf,  proenxed 
the  appointnient  of  lady  of  honour  to  one  of  his  sisters. 

In  the  mess-nxmi  at  Valenoe,  and  afterwaxds  at  Lyons,  whidier 
his  battalion  was  remoTed  on  ihe  breaking  out  of  some  disturbances, 
the  comrades  of  Napoleon  were  young  men  who  all  became  eminent 
under  the  empire.  Among  these  he  was  distinguished  for  his 
extensive  infermation;  strong  reasoning  faculties,  and  a  fund  of  I 
ready  and  sparkling  M-it  and  eloquence.  These  qtialifications  added 
to  the  classical  beaut}'  of  his  countcnjmce,  the  Ijrilliance  of  liis  dark, 
deep-set  eyes,  the  elegance  of  his  slim,  well-knit  figure,  and  liis  | 
agreeable  manners,  made  him  a  general  favouriti',  particularly  ^v^th  I 
the  ladies,  many  of  whom  ajjpcar  to  have  predicted  tliat  his  ciueer 
would  be  an  extraordinary  one.  Though  constantly  engaged  in  the 
gaieties  of  socie^.  Napoleon  found  leisure  at  this  time  to  compete  tar 
a  literary  prise  at  the  Academy  of  Lyons,  on  the  question,  "  What  are 
the  principles  and  institotions  best  calculated  to  advance  mankind 
to  the  highest  attainable  happiness?"  proposed  by  his  old  friend, 
ite  Abb6  Raynal.  This  anonymous  essay  was  suocessfid;  but  is 
said  to  have  embodied  opinions  and  sentiments  which  he  afterwards 
disavowed:  of  this,  howem,  there  is  now  no  means  of  judging; 
as  after  he  became  Emperor,  Tsllqrrand,  to  whom  the  incident  was 
communicated  in  the  coiu-se  of  conversation,  procured  the  manuscript 
from  the  archives  of  the  academy,  and  on  presenting  it  to  Napoleon, 
had  the  mortification,  after  the  latter  had  glanced  over  a  few  pages. 
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to  tee  it  thrnst  into  the  £xe,  vith  tlie  simple  obeemtioii,  "Que 
caimot  observe  eyerythmg.**  Among  his  other  Uteraxy  oompodticnis 
at  this  poiod,  vn  a  **  History  of  CSorsiGa,*'  which  ww  aubnutted  to, 
and  approved  by,  the  Abb6  Bapud,  who  adviMd  its  pabUcatum. 
Napolera  afterwards  expressed  hia  sadafiustion  that  this  had  not 
been  done>  as,  aeoording  to  the  letter  which  he  wrote  comceming 
it  in  1789  to  Paoli,  who  was  then  in  England,  it  must  have 
abounded  in  denunciations  against  France  for  the  subjugation  of 
his  country,  and  in  enthusiastic  sentiments  of  republicanism,  which 
formed  no  part  of  the  creed  of  his  maturity.  The  work  was 
subsequently  lost  or  destroyed. 

The  Revolution  had  now  commenced,  and  the  whole  nation  was  ! 
divided  into  partisans  of  those  wlio  had  produced,  and  those  who 
sought  to  stem  the  outbreak.  Napoleon,  who  had  never  forgiven  the 
invasion  and  conquest  of  Corsica  by  the  French  lloyalists,  and  who 
hiul  been  from  infancy  an  ardent  lover  of  liberty,  naturally  took  part 
with  the  Patriots;  and  by  publicly  assL^tiug  ui  the  National  Festivals 
which  celebrated  the  triumph  of  the  democratic  over  the  court  party, 
disdoaed  diat  he  htd  no  wish  to  mask  hia  opinions.  Bepublican 
aentinients  were  indeed  becoming  everywhere  predominant;  and  after 
die  acceptation  of  the  new  oath — **  To  the  Kation,  the  Law,  and 
die  King" — the  army  may  be  comidefed  as  afanoat  as  thorou^^y 
rerohtioniaed  as  the  Parisian  Constituent  Assembly  itself. 

Our  young  soldier  remained  in  country-quarters  till  the  beginning 
of  179%  when  the  commiasioii  of  Captain  ML  to  him  by  aenimrity,  and 
he  repaired  to  Paris.   Here  he  lived  fiir  some  lame  in  absolute  want 
of  the  reeoureea  necessary  for  his  subaistence,  soliciting  enqployment 
from  the  War«office,  and  projecting  a  variety  of  impracticable  schemes 
to  raise  money.    Here  also  we  find  him  an  eye-witness  to  the  tumult 
of  the  20th  of  June,  when  the  mob,  composed  of  five  or  six  thousand 
of  the  lowest  smd  vilest  of  the  suburban  population,  armed  with  every 
description  of  weapon,  and  vociferating  the  most  disgusting  impreca- 
tions, broke  into  the  Tuilcries,  and  broucrht  forth  the  King,  on  whom 
one  of  them,  in  the  insolence  of  vidgar  triumph,  placed  the  prostituted  ■ 
cap  of  Uberhk'.     Bonaparte,  who  had  scarcely  restrained  his  choler  ' 
durinj;  the  whole  proceeding,  on  seeing  this  last  humiliation,  exclaimed 
aloud,  with  emphatic  scorn,  "  What  imbecility^  to  allow  the  scoundrels  | 
'  .   .  I 
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to  enter !   They  should  have  blown  four  or  fire  hundied  of  thorn 

into  the  air  witli  the  canium,  and  the  rest  would  have  taken  to  their 
heels."  This  ebuIUtion  must  probably  be  regarded  as  proccedinj^ 
from  a  soldier,  indignant  at  the  conduct  of  those  who  might  have 
prevented  such  a  scene  by  promptitude  of  action,  rather  than  as  a 
repulsion  of  feclincf  concerning  the  principles  of  the  Revolution,  or 
a  burst  of  awakenincf  loyalty,  since  he  still  remained  finn  in  his 
attachment  to  tlie  measures  of  the  National  Assembly.  Shortly 
afterwards,  on  the  10th  of  August,  he  saw  the  Tuilcries  again  invested 
by  the  rabble,  when  the  National  Guard,  whose  duty  it  was  to  defend 
it,  joined  the  inAuiated  rioters  in  attacking  the  brave  Swiss  Guards, 
who,  in  endeavouring  to  shield  thdr  master,  were  massacred  in  the 
court  of  the  pakoe,  ahnost  to  a  man.  The  spectacle  that  followed 
was  disgusting  in  the  extreme.  The  yeUs  of  <he  Tictors,  who  paraded 
the  streets  with  reeking  heads  stuck  upm  pikes,  the  screams  and 
groans  of  die  wounded  and  dying,  and  in  the  midst,  and  most  teiriblc 
of  all,  well-dressed  women  prowling  through  die  gardens  of  the 
Tttileries,  insidting  the  bodies  of  the  fallen  soldier)-,  formed  a  sight  of 
unmitigated  hOTCor.  Napoleon  himself  has  justly  characterised  the 
whole  as  "hideous  and  revoking.'^ 


IS 
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To  e»<cape  from  the  vicinity  of  such  scenes,  Napoleon,  in  September, 
171)2,  paid  a  >isit  to  his  family  in  Corsica,  -whrro  he  was  welcomed 
by  his  father's  old  friend  Paoli,  who,  after  an  exile  of  twenfv  ye;irs, 
had,  on  a  iiiofimi  of  Miral)(^au,  been  recalled  by  the  CoiLstituent 
Aiiscmbly,  and  a]ipoiutcd  to  thi^  eomniand  of  his  native  island.  The 
aged  (Jeueral,  who  knew  tlic  liigh  quaUlies  of  his  protege,  and  was 
wont  to  compliment  him  as  being  "  one  of  Plutarch's  men— caiit  in 
Uie  nuMild  of  die  antique/*  wm  deeiroitt  of  attaching  the  young  loldier 
to  his  iirton^  and  gave  bim  die  temponuy  cfmunand  of  a  battalion 
in  the  National  Guard,  in  which  capacity  he  was  first  bnnight  into 
actiTe  servioe  in  an  unsucoeMlnl  attad^  in  conjunction  with  Admiral 
Ttogue^  on  the  isboid  of  Sardinia.  Faoli,  meanwhile,  had  no  real 
inrlination  fiir  die  aerrice  in  which  he  was  engsged*  He  had  his  old 
gradge  to  settle ;  and  forgetting,  in  his  rctentment,  that  France  was 
then  fighting  the  same  battle  for  independence  afjainst  Europe,  which 
Corsica  had  formerly  maintained  for  a  time  against  f  ranee,  he  waited 
impatiently  for  an  opportunity  to  tlirow  off  liis  disgnisc,  and  to  become 
the  instrument  of  annexing  his  country  to  the  crown  of  Great  ]?ritain. 
Before  declaring  himself,  however,  ho  held  a  consultation  with 
Napoleon  in  the  convent  of  Rostino;  and  there,  in  order  to  win  tlie 
latter  to  lii>  p\ir]K>M\  urged  the  state  and  tendency  of  affairs  at  Paris, 
and  the  inseciurity  and  MixKlshed  which  had  lUready  bcgim  to  luitrk 
the  revolutionary  struggle.  But  Napoleon,  who,  as  Bilr.  Uazlitt  has 
lematked,  "saw  duU  Cornea  was  no  longer  the  scene  on  which  the 
love  of  freedom  or  military  prowess  oonld  take  their  loftiesl  stand;  and 
dial  die  great  drama  whidi  FsoU  had  rdiesned  in  hit  youqger  days 
in  an  obscure  comer,  to  which  he  still  wished  to  confine  it,  had  got 
•  a  kingdom  Ibr  a  stage*  and  nataons  to  behold  the  swellittg  act,' " 
tniMd  a  deaf  ear  to  the  pesBaasioiis  and  fiatteries  of  die  Tcleran  diie£ 
He  argued  that  Cornea  belonged  geographically  to  cither  France  or 
Italy,  but  had  nothing  to  identify  it  with  England ;  and  that,  as  all  the 
advaBtagas  it  could  derive  from  being  connected  with  a  larger  power 
were  in  bcfOUX  of  a  union  with  France,  it  oucrbt  always  to  remain  a 
French  pro\-inc<>.  Tlu'  cfuift-rence  terminated  without  any  change 
being  <  H'<  ( trd  in  the  opinions  efi  ither  party. 

On  quitting  the  convent  to  return  to  Ajaccio,  Napoleon  was  over- 
taken by  moimtainccrs  despatched  by  Paoli  to  bring  him  back ;  but. 
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escaping  them  by  stratagem,  he  lay  concealed  at  the  house  of  a  friend 
till  the  danger  of  pursuit  was  past ;  and  shortly  afterwards,  on  the 
arrival  of  Eiiijlish  troops  in  the  island,  the  cause  of  the  French  party 
becoming  desperate,  his  whole  family,  consisting  of  ISIadamc  I^vtitia 
liis  mother,  his  four  brothers,  Joseph,  Lucien,  Ix)uis,  and  Jerome, 
and  three  sisters,  Eliza,  Caroline,  and  Pauline,  quitted  Corsica,  and 
sought  a  refuge  first  at  Nice,  and  tftenmdi  at  MandDes;  where  for 
some  time  they  had  to  endure  all  tiie  iniTationa  of  exile  and  poverty — 
Faoli,  upon  their  flight,  having  confiscated  all  their  pxeper^,  allowed 
dieir  honae  to  he  piQaged,  and  given  up  as  a  hanack  fixr  die  Engliih 
aoldiera.  It  i>  hut  just,  however,  to  add,  that  hefore  he  reiarted  to 
violence,  the  stem  old  diief,  who  alwaya  cxpreaacd  much  reapect  fixr 
the  Bonapartes,  had  exhausted  his  powers  of  persuasion.  '*  B7  this 
perverse  opposition,'*  he  said  to  Madame,  *'  you  are  brini^ing  irreparable 
ruin  and  misery  on  yourself  and  your  family."  Lajtitia,  like  another 
Cornelia,  heroically  replied,  that  she  knew  of  but  two  laws  which  it 
was  necessary  she  should  obey;  namely,  those  of  honour  and  duty. 
Before  procuring  a  passage  to  France,  it  is  said  that  the  family  wandered 
for  some  days,  houseless  and  destitute,  on  the  sea-shore  of  their  native 
island. 

Many  of  the  chief  towns  in  the  South  of  France,  which  from  the 
first  had  been  disaffected  towards  the  revolutionary  government,  after 
die  eiqpiiliion  of  their  Ginmdist  Bepnties  firom  the  Convoition  on 
the  3lst  of  Hay,  1793,  openly  revolted.  Li  consequence  of  this 
N^Mleon,  in  the  hqpnning  of  Septemher,  was  ordered  to  taike  the 
command  c(  the  train  of  artilleiy,  then  engaged  under  General 
Gartaux  in  the  dcge  of  Toulon;  a  place  whidi  had  not  onfy ahared 
the  general  insurrectionary  movements  of  Marseilles  and  Lyona^  hot 
had  summoned  the  Engliah  and  Spanish  squadrons,  which  happened 
at  the  time  to  be  upon  the  coas^  to  its  aid,  and  placed  its  resoarces 
at  the  disposal  of  the  national  enemies.  For  this  promotion  the  young 
officer  was  partly  indebted,  it  is  said,  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Representative  Salicetti,  one  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Committee  of 
Public  Siifety,  who  attended  to  watch  and  (Urect  the  operations  of  the 
Republican  troops,  —  a  Corsican  by  birth,  and  an  old  friend  of  the 
Bonaparte  family;  partly,  also,  to  the  success  with  -which  he  had 
recendy  conducted  some  important  negociations  between  General 
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Dujcar,  Commander  of  the  Artillery  of  the  Army  of  Italy,  and  the 
leaders  of  the  insurgent  Marscillais ;  and  partly.  It  may  be,  to  the 
influence  he  had  exercised  in  belialf  of  the  Convention,  by  the  timely 
publication  of  a  spirited  pamphlet,  calkd,  "The  Supper  of  Beaucaii'e," 
in  wliich  he  endeavoured  to  conviiKc  the  (lisaffceted  of  their  real 
weakness,  as  opposed  to  the  ^vill  of  tlie  nation,  and  that  the  only 
result  of  their  uiuiatural  htrugglc  would  bc  the  wilful  shedding  of 
blood  in  a  prolonged  civil  war. 


CHAPTER  III. 


CENKRALH  CARTAUX,  DOI'l'BT,  ANU  DUOOMMIBB — JUNOT — DUROC  — LITTLB 
OIBBAI/TAR — FALL  OF  TOUMM — PROMOTION  OP  MAPObBOK— >ABKT 
AT  NICB — PBMALB  BBPBSSBMTATITB — ABBBIT — BBSIONATIOIf. 

1793—1796. 

MB  Cases  speaks  of  the  era  of  the 

siege  of  Toulon  as  that  upon  which 
Napoleon  was  wont,  in  his  declin- 
ing (lays,  t<i  look  hack  as  the  most 
interesting  oi  his  lit'i' ;  anil,  when  we 
refittt  on  the  bnlliant  career  which 
may  be  siiid  to  have  had  its  com- 
mencement in  the  events  of  that 
period,  we  may  wdl  oonceiTe 

importance  to  its  influence.  Almost  a  finpeigner,  literally  imlmown, 
and  labouring  under  the  additional  disadvantage  of  extreme  youth, 
bis  good  sword  and  bis  genius  were  all  that  be  could  command  to  asstst 
bim  in  earring,  from  the  most  chaotic  dements,  a  frme  and  a  finrtnne 
sudiasbave  not  been  surpassed  in  die  annala  of  Uie  world. 

Bonaparte  reached  the  ramp  of  the  besieging  army  on  the  12th  of 
September,  17'.):^,  when  the  Guneral>in-chief,  Cartaux,  having  fiwced 
the  passes  of  Ollioiiles,  Nshieh  command  the  approach  to  the  town, 
and  iu;i(le  liiniself  master  of  the  little  fortress  of  Sixfoiirs,  was, 
aeeurclini;  to  his  own  account  of  the  matter,  preparing  to  bum  the 
allied  squadrons  in  the  road  of  Toulon,  and  to  take  tlie  town.  So 
cuuiident  was  he  indeed  upon  these  points,  that,  when  the  young 
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Commandant  of  Artillery  waited  upon  him,  on  reaching  head-qoitttexSy 
the  General  asserted  that  his  appointment  was  altogether  unnecessary ; 
adding,  as  he  twirled  his  whiskers,  **  Although  we  want  no  assistance 
to  retake  Toulon,  you  arc  still  welconic  to  stay  and  partake  the  glory 
of  the  capture,  without  sharing  the  fatigue." 

Napoleon  lost  no  time  in  ninkiiig  himself  acquainted  with  the 
position  of  atfuirs.  At  daybreak,  ou  the  moruiiig  after  liis  arrival,  he 
accompanied  Cartaux  in  his  cabriolet,  to  sec  the  preparations  for  the 
attack;  vhem,  on  croaringthe  hdgfats  of  CHHouIm,  and  coming  within 
sight  of  the  harbour,  he  pexoeived  a  &v  pieces  of  ardnance  and  some 
men  digging ;  but  nothing  that  gave  him  a  ahadoir  of  stupidon  that 
thete  were  the  batteries  that  were  to  destroy  Toulon  and  the  combined 
fleets  of  England,  Sfpain,  and  Naples  in  the  eonrse  of  the  day.  The 
Gen^l,  decorated  with  gold  koe  from  head  to  foot,  condescendingly 
accosted  his  factotum^— **Du pas,  are  these  otir  hatteries?"  "Yea, 
General."  "  And  onr  led-hot  balls  V  "  In  the  country  houses 
yonder,  where  two  companies  have  been  all  the  morning  engaged  in 
heating  them."  "Hum!"  said  Cartaux,  gloomily;  "but  how  shall 
wc  c;u-ry  them  when  tlicy  arc  hot  ?"  Tliis  was  a  consideration  which 
had  not  previously  occurred,  and  which,  therefore,  puzzled  him 
exceedingly.  He  appealed  to  the  Artillery  ofiiccr  to  clear  up  the 
mystery.  Napoleon,  who  was  half  iuchned  to  suspect  the  General  of 
a  dcbign  to  hoax  him,  desired  that  he  woidd  try  the  range  of  the  guns 
with  a  cold  shot,  before  be  troubled  himself  about  hot  ones ;  and, 
having  tickled  his  fancy  by  using  the  teehnical  term  cavp  <f  ^prrave, 
induced  him  to  allow  the  experiment  The  boll  fell  at  less  than  a 
third  of  the  requisibe  distance;  and  the  General  attributed  the  fiulure 
to  the  Marseillaii  and  the  Aristocrati,  frho  must,  he  affirmed,  hare 
nulidously  damaged  the  powder.  Gasparin,  one  of  the  Bqneaent- 
ativcs  of  the  People  who  had  formerly  served  in  the  army  and  was 
an  intelligent  man,  happening  to  come  up  at  the  instant,  Napoleon  at 
once  communicated  with  him  on  the  ignorance  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  required  to  co-operate,  and  the  injury  the  public  service  must 
necessarily  sustain  in  conscejmnce.  fJaspariu  was  not  slow  to  perceive 
that  the  Commandant  understood  his  business;  and  he  contrived  to 
have  him  thenceforth  invested  with  proper  powers  to  carry  his  plans 
into  operation. 
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The  Ultra-Revolatioiiute,  having  declared  an  insane  war  againat 
all  classes  of  the  aristocracy,  had  thus  thinned  the  ranks  of  the  army ; 
most  of  tho  officers  of  \vhic  li  had  been  connected  with  the  families  of 
the  old  nobility.  The  consequences  have  been  shown  in  the  generalship 
of  Cartaux,  who  had  ])e(>n  brought  up  a  painter,  and  wliosc  intellect 
was  nowise  in  aJvaiicc  of  his  information.  The  first  care  of  Napoleon 
was  to  bring  together  all  the  efficient  officers  he  could  find  willing 
to  embark  in  the  service ;  the  next,  to  collect,  organise,  and  advance 
to  proper  pontunti  iipon  the  aliore,  a  paiic  of  two  bnndred  pieces  of 
artaUcry,  which  might  be  brought  to  bear  directly  upon  the  enemy. 
Meanwhile,  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  and  other  oomndtteee  and 
individoaU,  were  bosy  at  Paria  in  framing  plans  for  the  conduct 
the  siege,  a  number  of  which,  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred,  were 
forwarded  to  the  camp  during  die  brief  space  Ni^eon  commanded 
the  Artillery.  It  soon  became  the  opinion  of  the  Commandant, 
however,  that  a  regular  siege  was  unnecessary;  and  that  the  capture 
of  a  position,  called  by  the  French  La  Grasse,  and  by  the  English 
Little  Gibraltar,  which  formed  the  extreme  point  of  the  Promontory 
of  Balagnier  and  L'Eguillette,  between  the  two  harbours,  and  nearly 
opposite  the  town,  would  enable  them,  with  fifteen  or  twenty  niort;u-s, 
thirty  or  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  furnaces  for  red-hot  bidls,  to  keep 
up  such  a  fire  upon  cverj'  point  of  the  roads  as  must  compel  the  allied 
squadrons  to  stand  out  to  sea,  and  reduce  the  gairison  to  the  necessity 
of  embarking  at  once  wilih  the  fleet,  or  surrendering,  in  a  Tery  short 
time,  for  want  of  provisions.  "Toulon,**  exclaimed  the  Artillery 
officer,  pointing  to  the  promantaacy  as  it  was  delineated  in  the  map, 
"  lies  herel  Two  days  after  the  French  troops  shall  have  obtained 
possession  tii  this  fort,  the  town  itsdf  will  belong  to  the  Bqpnblic.** 
C^uctaux  in  vain  protested  that  the  young  matt  knew  nothing  of 
geography,  and  that  Toulon  lay  in  quite  a  contrary  direction. 
Napoleon's  argpiments, — backed  as  they  were  by  the  importance 
whirli  the  English  had  attached  to  the  position,  in  so  entrenching  and 
fortilVing  it,  that  though  it  might  have  been  seized  and  occupied, 
without  opposition,  n  month  previously,  it  now  required  a  vigorous 
attack, — had  made  the  desin^d  impression ;  and  heneefi)rth  the  details 
of  the  siege  were  chiefly  entx  usted  to  the  Comnuuulant  of  Artillery. 

The  blunders  of  Cartaux,  though  some  of  them  sufficiently  amusing. 
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and  die  obstacles  which  he  was  canliiiiiaQy  dirowing  in  the  way  of  the 
execution  of  Napoh'on's  projects,  so  greatly  annoyed  the  latter,  that  at 
last  he  desired  the  old  man  to  write  down  his  plan  of  attack ;  that  it 
might  be  taken  as  a  gniile  in  arranging;  the  niensurcs  necc««an'  to 
support  it.  The  effusion  Mliich  tliis  request  called  fortli  is  worth 
recording : — "  The  Comniaiulaiit  of  Artillery  sliall  batter  Toulon  for 
tliree  days,  at  the  end  of  wliieh  1  will  attac  k  three  coliunns  and 
tarry  the  town."  This  memorable  and  magnilotjueut  document, 
which  was  fbrthwiA  finrwavM  to  the  Committee  of  the  Convention, 
ooeanoned  the  speedy  recall  of  itt  andior.  Hie  wife  of  Cartaaxy  who 
would  hare  made  a  better  general  than  her  hnaband,  had,  upon  one 

the  dilates  between  him  and  the  Commandant,  which  oocnrred  in 
her  pfetenoe,  given  thia-aennble  advice "  Let  the  jonng  man  alone; 
he  knows  more  about  it  than  you :  and,  aa  yon  are  the  reqponnble 
person,  the  glxnry  he  achieves  will  still  be  yours.'* 

Cartanx  was  mcoeeded  by  Doppet,  who  had  been  a  ^yndan,  and 
who,  besides  knowing  nothing  of  military  tactics,  was  a  selfish  and 
misanthropic  reward.  This  man,  however,  had  a  narrow  escape  from 
actjuiring  a  splendid  mihtary  reputation  by  the  taking  of  Little 
fiibraltar,  within  eight-and-forty  hoiu-s  after  his  arrival  in  the  ciimp. 
A  Frenc  h  soldier,  ou  duty  in  the  trenches,  had  been  taken  by  the 
Spaniards  on  guard  at  the  redoubt,  and  was  so  maltreated  by  them 
within  i^ht  of  hii  comrades,  tibat  the  hitter  ran  to  dieir  arms,  and, 
commencing  a  Inriak  fire,  marched  against  die  fert.  Napoleon  hastened 
to  die  GeneralFin<hie^  and  persuaded  hhn  to  siq;»port  the  attack.  The 
Izoopa  were  instandy  pot  in  motion,  and  the  Commandant  of  ArdUery 
placed  himself  at  th»r  head.  At  the  very  moment,  however,  when 
the  grenadiers  had  repulsed  the  enemy's  skimushcrs,  and  reached  the 
gorge  of  the  redoubt,  Doppet's  aide-de-camp  was  killed  at  his  side; 
which  struck  the  General  with  such  panic,  that  he  immediately  ordered 
the  tlrums  to  beat  a  retreat :  thus  doltishly  rep«'lling  the  rare  fortune 
which  had  come  with  out.stretched  arms  to  niet  t  him.  The  complaints 
of  the  soldiers  upon  this  disgraceful  proetcding  were  loud  and 
indignant :  they  exclaim* d  against  the  appoint nunt  of  painters  and 
physiciims  as  military  couunanders;  mid  the  Committee  of  Tublic 
Safe^  at  last  saw  that  it  would  be  necessary,  as  m  ell  us  wi^;,  to  employ 
a  matt  wlioae  nlfilaiy  ddU  and  experience  might  be  depended  upon. 
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The  .appointment  was  therefore  conferred  upon  the  veteran  Dugommier : 
"  An  officer,"  says  Napoleon,  "  who  had  seen  fifty  years  of  service, 
who  was  covered  with  scars,  and  was  as  dauntless  as  the  weapon  he 
wore.** 

Meantime,  the  command  of  the  army  had  in  effect  devolved  upon 
Bonaparte.  ULs  activity  and  knowledge  were  always  in  requisition. 
If  the  cuency  tttentpted  to  Budce  ft  tortile^  mr  lSb0  htnisgBn  were  driven 
to  any  rapid  or  unei^ected  morement^  tihe  cry  was  sore  to  be  raited: 
**  Bun  to  the  Commandaiit  of  ArtiIIery»  he  wiU  inform  us  what  should 
be  done;**  and,  whatever  his  advice  haiqponed  to  be,  it  was  followed 
without  a  murmnr.  His  bravery  was  unquestionable;  his  seal 
indcfetigablc ;  he  slept  little,  and  that  little  generally  upon  the  ground, 
wrapped  in  his  cloak.  He  used  no  precautions  to  enstire  personal 
$a£etyi  and  did  not  even  disdain  to  share  the  labours  of  the  men  in 


the  ranks.  One  day,  being  at  a  battery  where  a  gunner  was  killed 
at  his  side,  he  seized  the  rammer,  and  loaded  ten  or  twelve  times  with 
his  own  h:m(h.  'J'liis  incident  was  tin-  oriiriii  of  a  violent  cutaneotis 
affection  witli  whicli  he  was  a  few  davs  afterwards  sri/(d;  and  the 
cause  of  which  M  ould  have  been  unkno\ni.  bad  not  Muiron,  his 
adjutant,  discovered  that  the  dead  gunner  was  subject  to  it.  To  this 
disorder,  which  he  did  not  take  proper  means  to  eradicate  till  many 
years  after,  may  be  ascribed  the  thinness  of  body,  and  sickliness  of 
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oompleocuni,  wbich  chaMcteriaed  bim  duzuig  lihe  dmpaigns  of  Italy 
and  Egypt;  and  it  is  remarkable  that,  when  eventually  cured,  that 
tendency  to  corpuli  ncc,  which  marked  the  remainder  of  his  life,  first 
began  to  be  developed. 

AVHiilst  every  exertion  was  being  made  upon  the  spot  to  bring  the 
siege  to  a  successful  termination,  there  wa«!  considerable  dissatisfaction 
at  the  su])poscJ  delay  in  Paris;  a  singular  manifestation  of  wliich  is 
noticed  iu  the  Memoir  of  Las  C'ase-^.  \  train  of  fifteen  superb  caiTiages 
arrived  one  day  at  liead-quarter.s  liuiii  the  Paris  road,  contuinini,'  a])out 
sixty  young  and  handsomely -equipped  soldiers;  who,  on  alightmg, 
marched  vp  to  the  General-in-chie^  with  the  air  and  importance  of 
ambaasadofs.  "Citiaen-general,''  said  the  oratorflf  the  party, "  we  oamio 
from  Paris,  where  the  patriots  are  indignant  at  yoorinactivily.  Faoce 
baa  appealed  to  her  brave  eons;  we  have  obeyed  her  somnums,  and 
bum  with  ardour  to  fulfil  her  ezpectatioos.  Famish  us  with  anna,  and 
to-morrow  we  mtII  march  upon  the  enemy !"  Napoleon  desired  in  a 
whiter,  that  these  volunteers  might  be  left  to  him.  At  dawn  on  the 
nofrow,  he  accordingly  conducted  them  to  the  shore,  and  placed  some 
guns  at  their  disposal.  Astonished  to  find  themselves  exposed  from 
head  to  foot,  without  shelter  or  epaulemeut,  and  being  speedily  saluted 
with  a  broadside  from  an  Englisli  frigate,  tliev  all  fidrly  took  to  their 
heels,  and  never  returned  to  "  fulfil  their  country's  expectations." 

The  Commandant  of  Artillery  had  now  caused  five  or  six  batteries 
to  be  raised  against  Little  Gibraltar,  with  platforms  for  fifteen 
mortars,  and  a  battery  oS  e^ght  twenty-finir  pounders,  and  fimr  mortars, 
againat  Fort  MaDioaqiaet;  die  construction  of  which,  having  been 
oonoealed  fiNun  obaervaliMi  by  a  plantation  of  olives,  was  a  profound 
aecret  to  the  enemy.  Iheaebattefiea  it  was  intended  should  be  opened 
fat  the  first  time  at  the  moment  of  marching  against  die  redoubt 
The  miscluevous  interference  of  the  Representatives  of  the  People 
had  well-nigh  rendered  the  whole  project  abortive.  On  the  20th  of 
November,  these  persons,  on  inspecting  the  fortifications,  learned  that 
the  battery  ojiposed  to  Malliosquet  liad  been  completed  more  than  a 
week,  without  having  been  used  ;  and.  thinking  it  might  jiroduee 
some  great  efTect,  ordered  the  artillerymen  to  open  an  immediate  fire. 
This  being  done,  General  O'Hara,  who  commanded  tlu'  allied  forces, 
led  out  a  sortie  of  six  thousand  men,  and,  with  little  diiliculty, 
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silenced  the  battery  and  spiked  the  guns.  The  alann  hriiiij  rjiven, 
however,  the  dniin<  beat  to  anus,  and  Dugomniier  with  all  haste 
rallied  the  troop-.  I5onaparte,  at  the  same  time,  led  a  l)attalion  through 
a  conccided  passage,  which  had  been  tonnrd  as  a  supj)l(  iiientarv 
branch  of  eoninumicatiou  with  the  treiieh;  and  issuing  forth  unpcr- 
ceived,  at  a  short  difitaiice  from  the  fort,  commenced  a  brisk  fire  upon 
the  English,  upon  whom  the  edfect  waa  so  sodden  and  unaccountable, 
that  they  imagined  the  shot  must  proceed  from  part  of  Iheir  own 
troops.   Genial  O'Haia,  hastemng  to  rectify  the  supposed  mistake. 
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was  seised  by  a  Ftendi  serjcant,  and  dragged  into  the  trench  villi 
tueh  celeri^,  that  not  even  his  own  men  had  any  idea  what  was 
become  of  him.  Finding,  however,  that  he  was  gone,  diey  were 
diqpirUed,  and  retreated  hurriedly,  and  in  great  conftuini,  into  the 

fortress. 

It  was  during  the  continuance  of  these  skirmishes  that  N&poleofn, 
while  taking  ob8cr>'ations  from  one  of  the  batteries,  lia\'iiig  occasion 
to  (hrtatr  some  in^fnictions  upon  the  spot,  askt  J  if  there  was  any 
one  pii'M  tit  who  could  write.  A  man  advanced  from  the  ranks,  and 
ofT«Ted  his  services.  'I'lu'  order  was  scarcelv  penned  Mhen  a  ball, 
I'alUng  close  by,  .scattered  the  loose  cajth  over  the.'  paper.  "Good,"  said 
the  writer,  "  I  shall  have  no  need  of  sand."  The  cool  gaiety  of  this 
remark  fixed  the  attertion  of  the  Commandant.  The  loMicr  was 
Jnnot,  afterwards  Duke  of  Abrantes.  It  was  at  the  ai^  of  Todon, 
abo,  that  Napoleon  first  became  acquainted  with  anodier  trusty  and 
talented  iMoet,  Duroc,  who  subsequently  became  Duke  de  FUoul, 
and  Grand  Manhal  of  the  Palace. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  the  day  cm  which  the  preparations  finr 
attacking  Little  Gibraltar  were  comideted,  the  Representatives  of  the 
People,  dissatisfied  with  what  they  considered  the  procrastination  of 
Dugommicr,  and,  by  this  time,  thorouixhly  acquainted  M-ith  the  skill 
and  <  nterprise  of  Napoleon,  sent  for  the  latter,  and  offered  to  transfer 
to  him  tlu"  cliier  command.  This,  however,  us  he  liad  a  sincere  resjard 
for  the  ( It  ucral,  he  declined;  and,  on  (luittini;  the  council,  went  straiijlit 
to  his  tVieiid,  informed  liiiii  of  wli.it  had  pa-v-ed,  and  reciue^ted  him  to 
decide  ou  instantly  attacking  the  enemy.  His  pcrsuabion  succeeded, 
and  the  troops  were  put  in  motion  about  four  in  the  afternoon.  But 
about  eight,  the  Rcpresentatiiros,  either  conceiving,  from  the  state 
of  the  weather, — the  rain  then  filling  in  torrents,— that  success  was 
impossible ;  m  wishing  to  shirk  the  responsibility  <^  fiuhire  from  their 
own  shoulders,  countermanded  the  attempt:  Dugommier,  however, 
•tSl  ibllowii^  tiie  counsel  of  Napoleon,  persisted  in  his  resolution, 
and,  forming  the  troops  into  t^vo  columns,  plat  ed  liimadf  at  die 
head  of  the  foremost,  and  niardu d  to  the  attack.  The  onset  was 
•o  well  sustained  by  the  Enghsh,  that  the  veteran  wa-s  obliged  to 
give  way ;  upon  which,  in  the  despair  of  the  moment,  he  is  said  to 
have  exclaimed,       am  a  lost  manl"   Uis  situation  was  indeed 


•  FALL  OF  TOULOX. 

cridcal;  m,  under  the  drcumstanoes,  fiiilurc  mut  inevitably  liave 
led  bim  to  the  scnfTuld.  At  this  moment,  Bonaparte  detadied  the 
brave  Captain  Muiron  vrith  a  battalion  of  light  infantry  to  support 
the  General;  and  he,  being  perfectly  acquainted  \Wth  all  the 
vrindings  of  the  ascent,  conducted  the  troops  to  the  top  of  the  hill 
■without  loss;  then,  debouching  at  the  foot  of  the  fort,  they  rushed 
together  through  the  embrasures,  killed  the  Englisli  and  Sjianish 
cannoniers  at  their  guns,  and  Little  Gibraltar  was  taken.  The 
cauuon  M  itliin  the  redoubt  was  immediately  turned  against  the  flying 
enemy.  Three  hours  afterwards,  the  Rq»«Miibtfives  of  the  People 
arrived  at  the  scene  of  action,  iridi  dianm  ffratdi  In  ihtk  hands, 
to  eulogise  the  hnewwj  of  die  eoldigrs.  In  their  letter  conmnoicating 
the  event  to  the  Convention,  these  worthies,  who  two  or  three  di^ 
before  had  advised  the  abandonment  of  the  siege,  and  a  retrogade 
movement  across  the  Onraniee.       die  assurance  to  assert  that  thev 

in  penouj  while  the  name  ofNi^oleon 

is  not  even  mentioned. 

As  the  unthanked  Artilleryman  had  predicted,  the  siege  was  now 
virtually  at  an  end.  The  EngUsh  evacuated  the  positions  of  Balagnier 
and  L'EguiUette  before  day -break;  and  ],ord  Hood,  the  British 
Admiral,  made  signals  to  the  fleet,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  to  weigh 
anchor,  and  get  out  to  sea.  The  co\incll  of  the  combined  forces  hastily 
met  in  Toulon ;  and  it  wa.s  unaniinou.sly  agreed  to  embark  the  troops 
with  all  speed,  together  with  such  of  the  inhabitants  as,  from  a  sense 
of  danger  for  the  part  they  had  taken  in  the  revolt,  should  he 
desironfl  of  kaving  the  town.  In  die  tocceeding  night,  Fort  Pon6 
was  blown  up  by  die  alUea,  and  part  of  the  IVendi  aquadnm,  being 
nnable  to  put  to  sea,  was  set  on  &e.  Nine  aeven^-fonr  gun  ships  and 
four  frigates  were  seen  blaiiDg  at  the  same  moment  in  die  harbour, 
die  Are  and  smoke  of  which  resembled  the  eruption  of  a  volcano ; 
while  the  shouts  of  the  victors ;  the  cries  of  the  fugitives, — many  of 
whom  had  not  yet  cleared  the  shore  when  the  Republican  troops 
entered  the  city ;  the  constant  roar  of  the  artillery,  playing  upon  the 
town  and  the  retiring  vessels;  and  the  occasional  explosion  of  a  powder 
magazine,  M  hirling  masses  of  blazing  fragments  high  into  the  garish 
atmosphere,  formed  a  scene  as  terrific  as  the  imacrination  can  well 
conceive.    "  It  was,"  says  Sir  Walter  Scott,  "  upon  this  night  of 
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terror,  conflagradon,  tears,  and  blood,  that  the  star  Napoleon  first 
aaoended  the  honwm ;  and,  though  it  gleamed  over  many  ft  scene  of 
horror  ere  it  sel^  U  may  be  doubtful  whether  its  hght  was  ever  blended 
with  those  of  one  more  dreadful."  At  sunrise,  the  allied  fleets  were 
seen  far  from  the  harboiir,  bearing  with  them  more  than  fourteen 
thousand  of  the  inhabitants  of  Toulon. 

The  venge  ance  which  followed,  through  the  influence  of  Napoleon 
wa-s  nuich  moderated.  Some  emigrants  of  the  name  of  Chabriant, 
who  had  just  been  wrecked  upon  the  coast,  owed  their  escape  from 
death  to  his  exertions.  He  even  hazarded  his  own  safety  for  their 
preservation;  by  sending  them  away  to  the  ide  of  Hyeres,  still  in  the 
poasearion  of  die  English,  in  a  covered  boat,  imd«  pretence  of  tmrineaa 
rdatire  to  hia  own  department.  He  waa,  howeTer,  an  unwilling 
witneaa,  abortly  afterwmrda,  to  the  murder  of  the  merdiant  Hugoea, 
a  man  ei^t^-ionr  yeara  of  age,  deaf,  and  nearly  blind,  wboae  aole 
crime  waa  being  wardi  dghteen  milliona  of  fitanca.  In  rain  did 
the  old  man  plead  his  innocence  and  infirmities,  and  even  offisr  to 
surrender  hia  wealth  to  the  tribunal  befiire  which  he  was  arraigned: 
his  remorseless  persecutors  drove  him  to  the  scafibld.  "  At  this 
sight,"  said  Napoleon,  tising  an  expression  he  was  accustomed  to  use 
on  extraordinary  occasions,  "  I  thought  the  world  was  at  an  end !  '* 

The  report  of  Dugommior  concerning  the  share  of  Napoleon  in 
the  capture  of  Toulon,  which  contained  these  n  markahle  words, — 
**  Reward  and  advance  this  yovmg  man,  otherwise  he  w  ill  find  means 
to  advance  himself," — occasioned  liis  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier 
General,  with  the  command  of  the  Artiller)-  department  of  the  Army  of 
Italy.  Before  proceeding  to  this  post,  however,  bb  inatructiona  directed 
him  to  anperintend  the  erection  and  repaira  of  die  line  of  fortilicationa 
doog  the  coast  of  Trwmce,  and  the  island  of  Hyerea:  a  duty  which 
be  perfermed  both  akiUuny  and  conscientioudy.  It  waa  not  tberefiire 
until  March,  1794,  that  he  joined  tbe  army  at  Nice,  where  the  bead- 
quarters  of  General  Dnmerbton,  tbe  Comnumder-in-chief,  a  brave  old 
ofHccr,  who  had  been  for  ten  years  captain  of  grenadiers  in  the  troops 
of  the  line,  were  then  fixed.  This  division  of  the  French  armies,  it 
should  he  ob»er>-ed,  was  then  opposed,  on  the  southern  frontier  of  the 
Republic,  to  the  forces  of  Austria  and  Sardinia  ;  both  of  which  powers, 
upon  the  execution  of  Louis  XYI.,  on  the  21st  of  January,  1793, 


IS 
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had  joined  the  coalitioil,  now  comprising  nearly  all  the  Sovereign 
States  of  Europe,  against  the  Revolutionary  Government  of  France. 
Here  Napoleon  \nsited  the  advanced  posts,  and  reconnoitred  tlic 
whole  line  of  occupation  of  the  army — haWnp;  done  which,  he  drew  up 
and  laid  before  the  military  council  a  niemorial,  ])ointing  out  an 
effectual  mode  of  repulsing  the  enemy,  and  ticcuring  a  chain  of  almost 
impregnable  positions  on  the  high  Alps ;  which  would  at  once  protect 
Fhmce  ftoin  mTMum,  and  enable  her  trot^  to  carry  the  war  with 
adrantage  into  itte  enemy's  country.  Since  the  taking  of  Toulon,  the 
plans  of  young  Bonaparte  aeldom  fiuled  to  inspire  oonfidenoe ;  and 
the  adoptnm  of  his  suggestions  now,  as  on  the  finmer  occasion,  led  to 
complete  success.  Within  a  few  months,  the  talents  of  Napoleon 
enabled  the  Fri  nch  to  secure  the  possession  of  Oneglia,  Saorgio, 
and  the  Col-di-Tende ;  with  a  prize  of  upwardi^  '  f  txty  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  ammunitkmt  and  of  every  kind  of 
provisions. 


AnKmg  the  Representatives  vrith  the  army  at  Nice,  was  one  who 
had  with  him  a  pretty  and  fascinating  wife.  Tlie  lady  occasionally 
lurarpod  much  d  her  husband's  authority,  and  paid  considerable 
attention  to  the  young  General  of  Artillepi-.  "Walking  with  her  one 
dav  to  in^prt  f  the  positions  in  the  neighbnurliood  n|  the  Col-di-Tende, 
Napoleon,  in  order  to  give  her  some  idea  of  an  engagement,  ordered 
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an  attack  of  the  enemy's  advanced  post  It  was  a  successful  movement, 
but  one  which  could  not  po!>sIbly  bo  attondod  with  any  real  advantage, — 
a  mere  whim, — wliich,  as  it  w;is  an  almsc  of  authority,  and  cost  the 
lives  of  sevcr;d  men,  was  a  pourcc  of  frrqucut  scH'-rcpioach  to  its 
in>-tit,'ator  in  after  years.  The  fair  Ki  prt  vcntatiN  c,  witli  much  difficult}', 
gained  access  to  her  protegk  after  he  had  a^cemled  the  throne,  when 
her  hiuband  was  dead,  and  she  herself  reduced  to  extreme  indigence. 
Niqpdfioiij  widi  die  mnnificenoe  which  characterised  him,  generously, 
and  comeqaendy,  nnostentatumsly,  placed  her  heyond  the  reach  <tf 
fiitore  want. 

The  Col-di-Tende  had  fidlen  into  the  hands  of  the  French  on  the 
7th  of  May,  1794.  The  remainder  of  that  year  was  spent  in  putting 
the  pontions  they  had  taken,  in  the  mountains  and  along  the  coast,  into 
a  state  of  defence ;  a  work  which  fell  entirely  under  the  direction  of 
Napoleon,  and  wliich  furnished  him  \\'ith  opportunities  of  acquiring 
that  local  knowledge  which  he  turned  to  such  good  account  in  the 
Italian  campaign  of  ITIK),  when  Commander-in-chief  of  the  army  in 
which  he  now  acted  as  a  sul)ordinatc.  In  January,  17U.">,  he  is  sjiid 
to  have  passed  a  whole  night,  with  (iencral  Saint  Ililaire,  on  the 
Kummit  of  the  Col-di-Tendc,  whence,  at  sunrise,  he  was  enabled  to 
survey  those  fertile  plains,  on  which  he  was  destined  shortly  to  reap  a 
golden  harvest  of  glory. 

The  rapid  devation  of  the  young  General  was  not  beheld,  however, 
without  envy,  mingled,  it  may  be,  with  a  leaven  of  malice.  During 
the  time  he  remained  with  the  army  of  the  south,  he  was  put 
under  arrest,  and  his  papers  sealed,  by  the  Representative  La  Forte, 
on  aocxnmt  of  a  journey  he  had  just  made  to  the  Gulf  of  Genoa, 
nnder  secret  instructions  from  Paris,  which,  the  object  being  unkuown 
to  the  Representatives,  had  excited  their  suspicions.  He  was  rch  ax d 
after  a  confinement  of  fifteen  days,  by  order  of  those  who  had 
employed  liis  serWces.  Subsequently,  he  was  outlawed  by  another 
Representative,  for  refusing  to  allow  his  artillcrv  horses  to  b<> 
employed  in  conv»-ying  despatches ;  and  afterwards  he  was  summoned 
to  the  bar  of  the  ( '<iii\ cntion  for  having  plotted,  while  inspecting 
the  fort ilicat ions  of  Marseilles,  to  restore  the  forts  of  St.  Jimies  and 
St,  Nicholas,  to  serve  as  prisons  for  the  patriots.  A  charge  from  which 
the  spirited  written  defence  iriiich  he  addressed  to  the  Representatives 
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Albittc  ami  Sulicctti,  and  the  exigencies  of  the  Army  of  Italy,  wliicli 
roukl  ill  sp;ire  his  services  at  the  time,  effectually  exculpated  him. 
I'lnuUy,  however,  his  Alpine  survey  being  completed,  Aubry,  who 
had  just  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  military  committee  at  FariB, 
and  wbt>  wu  1606117  attadied  to  the  Bourbons,  deprived  him  of  }m 
oommaiid,  and  pat  liim  on  the  list  of  those  intended  to  senre  against 
the  insQigents  in  La  Vendde,  as  General  of  Infimtry.  Napoleon  at 
onoe  lepured  to  Fans  to  protest  against  this  diaage.  The  meedng 
between  lihB  Brerident  and  the  General  is  sold  to  hanre  been  Yuf^aij 
dramatic.  Aubiy  me  obstinate  and  sarcastic:  he  told  Xapolean  that 
he  was  yet  too  young  to  be  placed  over  veteran  officers.  Napoleon 
replied,  that  sddicrs  soon  grow  old  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  that 
active  service  might  be  counted  instead  of  years.  But  finding 
Aubry  inflexible,  and  even  offended  at  the  fireedom  of  his  observa- 
tions, some  of  which  reflected,  perhaps,  upon  the  President's  lack  of 
military  experience ;  and,  preferring  the  poverty  which  must,  with 
him,  be  a  concomitant  of  inactivity,  rather  than  submission  to  what  he 
deemed  injustice,  he  immediately  threw  up  his  commission.  This 
was  in  May,  1795. 
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DimCVLTIU— PmOJim  — MVOLT  OF  TH»  SBCnONS  —  NAPOLCON  COM- 
M AMDSm  OF  FAUB  —  FAM INK  —  MADAMB   BBAUH ABMAM  —  M AUIAOB. 

1/96—1796. 

NACTION  filled  a  Irss  space,  perhaps,  in  the 
life  of  Napoleon  than  in  tliat  of  anv  other 
man  with  whom  the  world  has  been  ae- 
quainted  ;  and  the  little  to  wliich  he  was 
constrained  must  have  been  extremely  irk- 
some to  ham.  It  seeiBed  to  lie  a  neeeanty 
^  of  his  enei^getic  nund  and  ardent  tempera^ 
ment,  that  ereiy  hour  of  hi*  existence 
■honld  bave  iti  proportion  of  active  dutieB,  mimatering  to  an  end 
and  olgeet  irliicli,  howerer  dim  and  obscore  to  otlien,  were  to  him 
wiffidenily  dear  and  definite.  The  idea  of  rdazadon,  as  emanating 
from  vacuity,  was  to  him  utterly  incomprchcnsihle.  Every  moment 
that  he  was  doomed  to  remain  in  the  crowd  a  mere  spectator,  was 
embittered  by  the  reflection  that  it  was  so  mueh  time  irretrievably 
loet  to  the  purposes  of  his  destiny.   It  was,  in  fact,  in  him  an  uncon- 
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troUahle  impulse,  that  he  should  be  a  stirring  actor  in  the  drama  of 

pa.s.sing  cvcuts. 

On  retiring  into  private  life,  therefore,  after  his  interview  with 
Aiiljry,  and  the  cessation  of  his  conuuand,  he  set  assiduously  to  work 
upon  new  luilitary  projects ;  and,  as  there  appeared  to  be  prejudices 
formed  against  him  at  the  head  of  the  French  adinmwtralion»  he  tnaed 
his  earnest  thoughfti  towards  another  field  of  enterprise.  He  aooord- 
ingly  presented  to  the  Graunittee  of  the  Conventiam  a  memorial,  in 
which  he  o£kred  to  imdertake  a  misaiom  to  Coostantmople,  fixr  Ihe 
purpose  of  rraiodeDing  die  artiDery  of  Uie  Sultan,  and  thus  rendering 
the  F<Hrte  mate  finrmidable  to  tlie  en^anding  ambitbn  of  Russia, 
lliis,  he  contraded,  would,  by  assisting  to  preserve  the  balance  of 
European  power,  render  good  service  to  the  French  Kcpublic.  The 
East  at  this  period  seemed  to  open  a  wide  field  of  glory  and  of  power. 
Visions  of  empire  already  floated  before  liis  young  imagination.  "  How 
strange  it  would  be,"  he  is  reported  to  have  said  to  a  friend,  with 
whom  he  was  on  terms  of  intimacy,  "  if  a  little  Corsican  officer  wore  to 
Ijoronie  king  of  Jerusalem  !"  TTis  application,  however,  was  never 
answered;  and  the  name  and  acliievcmcnts  of  Bonaparte  remain  the 
property  of  France.  If  a  Conunissioner-at-war,*'  remarks  de  Bour- 
rienne,  "had  written  'granted*  npon  his  note,  that  little  word  might 
have  changed  the  fice  of  Europe.** 

His  finances  were  at  this  time  at  the  lowest  ebb.  Hie  carriage  which 
he  had  set  up  while  at  Nice  was  sold  to  his  fiiend  Sslicetd  tar  three 
thousand  firsncs;  and  he  had  considerable  difficnlfy  to  iwin*M«  an 
appearance  of  respectability.  His  sole  means  of  subsistence  i^peart 
to  have  been  the  salary  attached  to  a  precarious  and  disagreeable 
situation,  wliich  the  Representative  Pont^coulant  had  procured  for  him, 
in  the  office  of  the  Topographical  Committee  ;  in  which  it  was  his  duty 
to  lay  down  plans,  for  others  to  have  the  lioiunir  of  carrying  into  exe- 
cution. Meanwhile,  the  obstacles  and  di.sa])p(iintnu  nts  to  wliich  he 
was  continually  subjected,  added  to  his  native  ristlcssiu  ss  of  spirit, 
seem  for  the  time  to  have  affected  his  temper  and  disposition.  He 
became  melancholy  and  irritable,  and  occasionally  indulged  in  obser- 
vations in  which  die  better  feelings  of  humanity  were  treated  with 
mockery  and  derision ;  while,  at  other  times,  his  petulance  fimnd  vent 
in  affected  cravings  &r  the  quiet  comforts  of  domeslk  Ufe,  and  the 
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humble  means  of  keeping  a  cabriolet.  In  these  moods  he  M  ould 
exclaim,  in  allusion  to  the  recent  maniage  of  his  eldest  brother  with 
Ma(l(  inoj^i'lle  f 'larv,  the  daughter  of  a  rich  merchant  of  Marseilles: 
"  jiow  lucky  is  that  knave,  Joseph  :  in  similar  cucumstances  I  should 
be  the  happiest  of  mortals."  This,  however,  was  but  a  passing  cloud. 
The  whole  tenor  of  his  after-life  proves  that  it  left  no  permanent 
impremom  of  gloim  or  miwanthrgy  on  hb  mind.  The  moroaenesB  of 
ndrmaty  nmiihed  with  the  circiunstanceB  which  indaoed  it;  and, 
during  the  long  oontinuanoe  of  his  sahsequent  eleration,  no  one  was 
more  remarkable  for  frankness  and  cheerfulness,  or  more  generally 
attentive  to  the  rights  and  feelings  of  others,  in  all  his  intercourse 
with  society. 

Nearly  six  months  had  now  elapsed  since  Napoleon  quitted  the 
army,  during  which  nothing  had  been  accomplished  to  advance  his 
fortune  or  his  fame,  llie  hope  alone  remained  to  sustain  him,  that,  in 
the  pcrpetu.ll  mutations  of  the  goxerning  power,  that  power  might 
pa.ss  into  hands  more  favourably  disposed  towards  him,  or  that  circum- 
stances might  arise  to  call  him  from  obscurit}'.  The  current  of  events 
at  length  took  for  him  the  fortimate  direction. 

After  the  close  of  the  Eeign  of  Terror,  by  the  death  of  Robespierre, 
on  the  28th  July,  in  the  preceding  year  (1794),  the  government  of  the 
RepubUc  seems  to  have  be«i  conducted  by  the  Convention,  not  only 
widuraft  fixed  principles,  but  without  an  ultimate  aim.  The  debates 
ef  the  pubHc  ritlings,  and  the  deUberaticms  oi  die  Committees,  were 
alike  conoeniing  experiments  in  the  art  of  goremmenL  New 
theories  were  adopted  and  diauged  from  month  to  month,  accord- 
ing to  the  accidental  preponderance  of  the  factions  with  which  they 
originated.  All  hope  of  jtistice,  and  therefore  all  respect  lor  its 
officers,  had  ceased,  and  the  laws  were  publicly  set  at  definnre  on  all 
eides.  The  nation  was  divided  into  furious  parties,  cadi  having  some 
grievance  to  rcdi'ess,  or  some  system  to  establish,  and  each  using  all 
the  means  it  coidd  command  to  enforce  the  execution  of  its  projects. 
Public  and  private  credit,  with  their  dependants,  commerce  and  manu- 
£Ktures,  were  destroyed.  Hie  revenues  ceased  to  be  collected,  the 
armies  were  unpaid,  the  national  treasuxy  and  magazines  were  empty. 
A  storm  was  endently  gadierittg;  which,  unless  dispersed  at  once, 
must  speedily  burst  and  overwhelm  the  BepuUic.  The  clamours  of 
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the  people  wvrv  loud  and  indignant,  and  the  agents  and  partisans  of 
the  exiled  Bourbons  were  not  slow  to  take  advantage  uf  tlie  growing 
agitation  and  suspense.  Preparations,  indtred,  for  a  eounter-revolution 
to  restore  the  royal  £unily  came  at  last  to  be  openly  made  and  talked 
about. 

An  immediate  change  had  now  become  absolutely  necessary;  but 
like  Cbmveiition,  whMe  wtnt  of  abiHgr  Mid  dadiiQai  liad  piodnced  ibB 
cnm,  had  only  the  unud  panacea  of  a  new  conititiidoii  to  propoee. 
This  VIS  aocordiiigly  proponiided  on  the  25th  June,  1795,  and  ein> 
braced  pronrions  finr  an  ExecudTe  l>iieetory  of  Fire  Fenona,  a 
Conndl  of  Fhre  Hnndxed,  and  a  Council  of  Andenla;  but  firom  a 
reservation  which  was  appcndt  d  to  it,  tliat  two-thirds  of  the  new 
legislature  should  be  composed  of  members  of  the  sitting  Convention, 
it  failed  to  give  satisfiu:lion  to  the  popidar  assemblies  to  which  it  was 
submitted ;  and,  after  an  animated  debate  in  each,  it  was  rejected  by 
the  whole  of  the  forty-eight  sections  of  Paris.  Nevertheless,  on  the 
28th  of  September,  the  Convention  proclaimed  that  the  constitution 
had  been  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  primary  iiiseinblies,  and  was 
theneel'orth  to  be  deemed  law  ;  an  announcement  which  at  once  pro- 
duced a  convulsion  in  the  infuriated  capital.  On  the  following  day 
the  Sections  met,  and  appointed  deputies  to  act  at  a  central  assembly ; 
the  real  object  of  whidi  was  to  oiganiie  an  anned  renstance.  The 
Contention  annulled  tins  asaembly,  dedaied  its  dttings  illegal^  and 
ordered  it  to  be  disaolTed,  and  the  Sectiooi  disanned.  TTpon  thiB, 
these  bodies,  in  conjunction  with  the  Kadonal  Guard,  crasisting  of 
lorty  thousand  armed  and  disciplined  aSaxeoM,  elected  General  Dsnican 
as  thor  chief,  and  pvepaied  to  defend  their  meetings,  ^le  troops  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Convention,  amounting  to  not  more  than  five, 
thousand  men,  were  placed  under  the  command  of  General  Menou. 

Tlie  first  collisioii  of  the  antagonist  forces  took  place  between  seven 
and  eight  in  the  evening  of  tlie  12th  Venddmiairc  (3d  of  October), 
when  Mcnou,  accompanied  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Army  of  the 
Interior,  marched  with  a  }>ody  of  troops  to  the  place  of  meeting  of  the 
Section  Lcpellctier,  to  dissolve  that  ai>sembly  and  disarm  tlu'  National 
Guard.  The  Sectionarics,  forewarned  of  their  approach,  had  tlxawn 
Up  several  of  their  battalions  in  order  of  battle,  in  the  court  of  the 
CoDTeirt  of  FDles  St.  Hiomas,  and  posted  others  at  the  windows  along 
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the  Rue  Vmeime,  by  which  the  troops  must  advance.  The  Repre- 
sentatives accompanying  Menou,  seeing  the  determined  bearing  of  the 
citizens,  hesitated  to  attac  k  them,;  and,  after  a  short  confSnreiicej  ynxQ 
glad  to  make  a  hasty  retreat. 


Bonaparte,  who  had  tliat  evening  gone  to  the  Theatre  Feydeau, 
waa  informed  by  some  firiends  of  what  was  passing :  ho  lunlgncd  to 
dw  aoene  of  Mtkni,  witneaaed  llie  npolae  d  Menoo,  and  then 
repaired  to  tlie  hall  of  tlie  ConTentioii;  where,  fiom  a  seat  In  the 
gaUery,  he  was  an  nnohaerred  spectator  ef  the  piooeedings  of  the 
assembfy.  Dismay  wss  in  every  conntenance.  Hie  Conupiwioiiew  of 
the  Amy,  in  order  to  escnlpeto  themsekes,  aoensed  the  General;  who, 
heing  denoaooed  as  a  traitor,  was  at  once  placed  under  arrest.  It  was 
imaninioiialy  agreed  that  the  pdbUc  safety  demanded  the  immediate 
appointment  of  some  one  with  greater  nenre  and  military  skill  to 
command  the  troops.  Several  members  had  ascended  the  tribune, 
each  to  recommend  his  o^\  n  fi^vourite  general  :  it  was  then  that,  sup- 
ported by  tlie  KeprebeuUitives  who  had  been  with  the  army  at  Toulon 
and  at  Nice,  and  by  others  who  had  become  acquainted  with  the 
aiuazuig  resources  of  his  genius  as  a  member  of  tlie  Topographical 
Committee,  Barras  proposed  Mapuleou,  m  the  officer  whose  abilities, 
promptitude,  energy  of  character,  and  general  moderatioB,  heat 
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qualified  him  for  the  emergency.  The  nomination  being  approved  by 
Mariettc,  the  leader  of  the  Moderates,  and  chief  of  the  Council  of 
Forty,  was  confirmed  by  the  Assembly,  and  messengers  were  de- 
spatched into  the  city  in  search  of  the  General  elect. 


Bonaparte,  who  had  heard  nil  that  passed,  deliberated  for  awhile 
what  course  he  should  pursue.  His  reflections  have  been  recorded  by 
himself.  Even  success,  he  reasoned,  would  be  attended  wi\h  a  degree 
of  odium ;  while  failure  would,  in  a  few  hoiu"s,  add  his  name  to  the 
list  of  revolutionary  tyrants,  and  devote  it  to  the  eternal  execration 
of  future  generations.  On  the  other  hand,  the  defeat  of  the  Con- 
vention would  destroy  the  possibility  of  a  beneficial  result  from  so 
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mudi  toil  and  bloodshed  m  the  Bevoludon  had  already  cost.  The 

national  enemy,  so  oflen  Tanquishcd,  would  again  become  trium- 
phant, would  load  Jfranoe  with  insult  and  ignominy,  would  indulge 
the  t)Tanny  of  revenge,  and  rule  her  by  force,  lliesc  (xnuidenitioiUy 
assisted  by  tlie  enthu>iasm  of  youth,  and  his  confidence  in  liis  own 
powers,  dt  rided  him.  llv  wont  to  the  Committee,  and  alter  stating 
that  he  had  witnessed  the  proceedings  in  the  Rue  Vivienne,  and  that 
the  faihirc  there  was  chieHy  attributable  to  the  interference  of  the 
Commissioners,  expressed  his  readiness  to  accept  tlie  proffered  com- 
mand, provided  he  was  left  fircc  to  act  upon  Im  own  rcsponsibihty. 
To  have  dupenaed  widi  die  pMieuce  of  die  BepfwonttliTco, 
hxmvfer,  would  have  been,  at  that  time,  a  breadi  of  the  law:  the 
matter  was  therefore  compromised  by  the  CSommittee,  which  named 
Banrae  as  General-in-chie^  but  vested  the  actual  command  in 
Napoleon* 

It  was  now  part  midnight,  and  everything  bad  to  be  arranged 
widwnt  the  loss  of  a  moment ;  for  a  decisive  attack  on  the  Tuilcrics 
was  expected  to  udcc  place  in  the  morning.  Napoleon  repaired  to  the 
place  of  Mcnou's  confinement,  and  learned  from  him  the  number  and 
disposition  of  the  army,  and  that  the  artillery,  consisting  of  forty  pieces 
of  cannon,  guarded  by  only  fittt  cn  men,  w  its  tlien  at  Sablons,  a  distance 
of  five  mik^s  from  Paris.  A  major  of  tlie  '21st  Chasseurs  (Miu*at)  was 
instantly  despatched  w  'lih  three  hmuUed  cavalry  to  bring  these  guns 
to  the  Tuileries.  A  delay  of  five  minutes  would  have  ruined  all.  On 
reaching  Sublons,  at  two  o*dodE,  Murat  fell  in  with  the  betd  of 
a  cohnnn  of  die  Natimal  Groard,  which  had  been  previously  sent  by 
Danican  on  the  same  errand,  but  had  been  outmarched.  This  corps, 
notwithstanding  its  great  superiority  of  numbers,  thought  it  wisert  to 
retreat  widiont  basanling  a  conflict  At  six  in  the  morning,  die  forty 
guns  entered  the  giu-den  of  the  Tuileiies. 

From  six  till  nine,  Napoleon  was  occupied  in  placing  his  artillery  so 
as  to  command  the  bridges  and  streets  h  ading  to  the  palace,  and  in 
posting  his  hltlc  army  in  the  most  effective  manner.  ITic  National 
Guard,  who  had  formed  at  all  the  avenues,  now  surrounded  the 
palace  and  gardens ;  and  so  confident  were  tlu  v  in  their  nundxTs  and 
prow  t^-!.  that  their  drums  beat  detianc<*  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  r(  L,Miliir 
troops  at  the  I'luce  du  Caruosel  and  Tiucc  Louis  Uuiuzc.  Napoleon 
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waa  under  eonndfirable  appreliranon  for  the  result;  not  on  aoconnt  of 
the  mmiber  of  hi*  troops,  but  Ibr  thdr  fidelity.  He  duragHt  that 
with  good  management  they  might  be  won  to  take  part  with  ^he 
jK^uIacc  ;  and  the  probability  of  this  was  heightened  by  an  ill-timed 
measure  of  the  Convention,  which,  in  order  to  increase  its  forces,  had 
armed  fifteen  hundred  men,  called  the  Patriots  of  17H0;  who,  being 
known  as  the  partisans  and  instruments  of  Robespierre  and  the 
Terrorists,  had  incurred  the  hatred  of  both  tlic  publie  and  the  military-. 
In  the  events  of  the  day,  however,  these  Patriots  signali.sed  themselves 
for  their  bravery,  and  contributed  essentially  to  the  success  which 
crowned  the  arms  of  the  Convention. 

The  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  witli  Caiubacercs  at  its  head,  met 
and  deliberated.  Some  of  ibe  members  proposed  to  relinquish  the 
defence,  and  receive  the  Sectionsries  aa  the  senators  of  Borne  received 
ihe  yk/tttmaoM  CSauIs ;  some  were  desirous  of  retreating  to  St.  CSlond, 
to  amdt  ihe  arrival  of  fiesh  troopa,  and  odiers,  still  more  punDani- 
mouB,  wished  to  send  dqputationa  to  tlie  Sections  to  offer  terms.  Hie 
eonstanalion  of  die  Assembly  rose  its  to  height,  when  I^spdeon  sent 
into  the  hall  of  the  Conventum  seven  Hundred  muskets,  with  belts  and 
cartxidge-bozes,  for  the  porpoee  of  arming  the  membras  themselves, 
as  a  eorps-4e-fie$erve  ! 

Various  movements  of  the  insurgents  took  place  during  the  day,  and 
one  or  two  posts  were  obtained  by  them ;  but,  so  cautious  were  both 
sides  of  being  tlic  first  to  spill  the  blood  of  their  countrymen,  no 
firing  was  heai  d  till  about  foiu-  in  the  afternoon  ;  when  a  column  of  the 
National  Guards,  miu-chiug  over  the  Pont  Royal,  di^cli;u-ged  their 
muskets,  and  a  few  balls  fell  upon  tlic  steps  of  the  Tuilerics.  The 
batteries  were  then  ordered  to  fire.  The  bridges  and  streets  occupied 
by  the  Sectionaries  mve  instantly  swept  by  the  guns,  and  in  two  or 
three  minutes  the  dtixens  were  routed.  One  or  two  attempts  were 
made  to  rally  Aem;  but  iSiey  were  dispersed  by  a  few  shells,  befiire 
they  oould  re>ferm.  By  six  in  the  evening,  the  safety  of  the  Con- 
vention waa  aeenred,  and  fighting  was  at  an  end.  A  cannon  waa 
occasionally  heard  at  intervala  during  the  night,  but  it  was  merely  to 
prevent  the  fenuation  of  barricades,  which  some  of  the  inhabitants 
attempted  to  raise  with  casks.  The  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to 
about  two  hundred  cm  the  aide  of  the  troops!,  and  the  same  number  on 
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that  of  die  Soctionaries.  The  latter  must,  however,  have  sustained  a 
audi  wrem  lotl,  had  not  Xa]v^1(  on,  aAer  the  first  diichaqpi,  ordered 
the  troops  to  fire  without  ball.  Tlic  foll  owiTii;  day  was  employed  in 
disarming  the  Sections ;  and  by  iiightlaU  order  and  tranquillity  were 
restored  throughout  Paris. 

'ITio  officers  who  hud  been  on  dutj'  during  tlif  l^Uh  were,  on  the 
VMh  \'(  ndemiaire  (l(1th  October^,  prrsrnted  in  a  l>ody  to  the  C'un- 
ventiou,  and  Najwlron  was  appointed  hv  arclanuition  ( leiu  ral-in-chiel 
ol  the  Army  of  the  Interior.  Menou  wju*  summoned  before  a  council  of 
war,  but  was  saved  from  punishment  by  the  firmneas  of  Bonaparte ; 
who  dedared  Uiat,  befim  proceeding  agaiiut  that  officer,  jnatioe 
required  die  condemnatioii  of  die  three  ComnuMioiieni,  who  had  pre- 
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vented  the  success  of  his  operalions.  Several  indi^^duals  were 
sentenced  to  death  lor  their  share  in  the  insurrection  ;  a  young  man, 
however,  named  La  Fond,  Mas  tlie  only  person  executed.  lie 
•was  a  retunied  eniigraut,  of  the  old  Garde-du-corjis  of  Louis  XV'L, 
and  led  the  Section  Lepelletier  during  the  engagement,  in  which 
he  displayed  more  ddU  and  cannge  than  any  ci  hia  oompatnols ; 
hsving  thrioe  fimned  his  farakem  column  upon  lihe  Pont  Boyal,  under 
ahMTy  fixe  of  pti^e-flliot,  ere  it  waa  finaUy  routed.  Bonqiarte,  it  is 
laid,  endearoured  to  aave  him,  hut  in  vain :  hia  impondent  anaweia 
defeated  erery  attempt  to  intereit  the  judgca  in  hia  hehalf. 

From  the  state  of  affidra  in  the  Capital  at  the  hrcaking  out  of  the 
KTolt,  it  wiU  be  readity  conceiTOd  that  Napoleon's  duties  as  Com- 
mander-in-chief were  of  lihe  moat  arduous  and  respondble  kind.  He 
knew  that  to  restore  permaimt  order  it  would  be  nccef:s:sary  to 
re-establish  pubUc  confidence,  and  to  remedy,  at  least,  the  most 
flagrant  of  tlie  many  grievances  under  which  the  peopk^  laboured. 
For  tliis  purpose,  the  Government  required  to  be  rid  of  the  terror 
constantly  exercised  over  it  by  the  secret  societies,  both  of  J acobins  and 
Royalists;  the  discontent  of  the  army  was  to  be  allayed,  by  placing  the 
financial  operations  of  the  Republic  upon  a  creditable  and  stable  basis ; 
and  the  people,  who  began  to  experience,  in  a  general  fiuninc,  the 
miaeriea  entailed  upon  diem  hy  uarional  diaoiganiaation,  were  to  be 
appealed  in  spite  of  the  horrors  of  prcaent  atarvation.  It  required  no 
ordinary  activity,  addreaa,  and  courage,  to  confinmt  ao  many  dangers 
and  difficulties. — ^Napoleon  was  enabled  to  sarmoimt  them. 

Serend  timee,  during  the  tew  numtha  that  he  held  the  oommand 
of  Fnia,  the  aupply  of  provisions  entir^  fiHed,  and  gave  rise  to 
popular  commotions.  On  one  of  these  occasionB,  a  crowd  had  collected 
round  a  baker'a  diop.  Napoleon,  who  was  on  the  alert  to  prevent 
riotous  proceedings,  was  surrounded  by  the  mob — clamouring  loudly 
for  bread.  He  attempted  to  ad(lre<.s  tliem;  but  they  only  re<loubled 
their  outcries.  A  woman  of  a  remarkably  portly  figure,  who  was 
rendering  herself  especially  conspicuous  by  her  fervid  oratory  and 
gesticulations,  stepped  up  to  the  General  and  exclaimed: — "It  is 
these  fine  epaulettcd  follows  who  ()cca>iun  our  distress.  So  long  as 
they  can  feed  and  grow  fat,  they  care  nothing  if  poor  people  die  of 
hunger."   Napoleon,  who,  to  use  his  own  words,  was  a  mere  slip  of 
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parchaont  at  the  time,  tumod  towards  the  anuuon  -with  great  good 


•         humour,  and  said  :     My  good  woman,  look  at  me :  wliich  is  the  fattest 
of  lis  —  you  or  I        A  burst  of  lanc^litcr  ditisipatrd  the  fur>'  of  the 

^  crowd,  and  the  officers  cnnfiuued  tin  ir  round  witliout  molestation. 

At  this  ]>eriod  Xaindeon  fir!-t  became  ac<niainted  with  ^[adamc 
IJeau}>arnai>.  After  tlie  Sections  had  been  di.>«arined,  and  the  National 
Guard  rc-organized,  a  youth,  ab*)ut  twelve  years  of  age,  presented 

'  hiunelf  one  day  at  tiead -quarters,  to  request  the  restoration  of  lus  | 
firthcr'a  aword.  He  stated  that  his  name  was  Eugene  Beauhanuus; 
that  he  waa  the  aon  of  a  GenenJ  of  the  BepuUic,  who  had  peiuhed 
on  the  tcaflbld  during  the  Reign  of  Terror,  tar  no  other  offence  than 
I  dial  of  noUe  hiiUi.  Strode  with  die  nataie  of  the  reqneat,  and  widi 
tibe  grace  and  heantj  of  the  lad  who  preferred  it,  die  General*iB-chief 
ocdared  the  aword  to  be  given  to  him.   Eugene  hunt  into  teora  on 
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beholding  it ;  .md  Napoleon,  affected  by  his  scnsibilitj',  behaved  so 
kindly  to  him,  that  Madame  Beauharnais  thought  it  incumbent  on 
her  to  wait  upon  the  General  next  day  to  thank  him  for  his  attention. 
At  this  interview,  her  beauty  and  exceeding  gracefulness  of  address 
made  a  strong  impression  upon  liim,  and  led  to  an  attachment,  M'hich 
speedily  produced  a  proposal  for  her  hand. 

This  lady,  whose  name  was  Marie  -  Joseph  -  Rose  Tascher  de  la 
Pagerie,  was  the  daughter  of  a  phmter  in  the  island  of  Martinico, 
where  she  was  born  on  the  23rd  of  June,  1767;  or,  according  to 
M.  do  Bourriennc,  foiu*  years  earher.  When  verj'  young  she  had 
been  married  to  the  Viscoimt  Beauhamais,  also  a  ^^'ost  Indian;  who 
subsequently  adoj)ted  the  principles  of  the  Revolution,  and  falling  at 
length  under  the  displejisure  of  the  Democrats,  was  guillotined  on 
the  2:3rd  of  July,  1704.  Madame  had  at  the  same  time  been  arrested, 
but  was  released  on  the  fall  of  Robespierre,  a  few  days  afterwards. 
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"While  in  prison,  she  had  formed  an  intimacy  with  Madame  Fontcnai, 
aftcnvards  married  to  M.  Tallicn^  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  the 
ConTeiitioiial  leaden.  This  lady  introduced  Madamr  Beauhamais  to 
die  fiienda  of  her  husband,  and  among  the  rest  to  Barras ;  who  having 
been  established  by  the  zeoent  eronts  as  First  Director,  and  bemg 
himself  an  ez-noble,  began  to  hold  a  kind  of  Court  at  the  Lnxem- 
homg,  of  which  the  two  ladies  we  have  named  were,  £ax  some  time, 
the  chief  ornaments* 

Bonaparte  and  Madame  Beaiihamais,  best  known  as  Josqphine, 
were  married  on  the  9th  of  March,  1 796.  A  strange  predictiim  had 
been  made  concerning  the  fortunes  of  the  lady,  while  she  was  yet  a 
girl.  A  negro  woman,  who  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  sorceress, 
told  her  that  "  she  should  one  day  become  greater  than  a  queen, 
and  yet  outlive  her  dignity."  A  lady  of  high  rank,  who  had  lived 
for  some  time  in  tlic  same  tonvcut  with  Josephine  in  Paris,  related 
this  circumstance  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  about  the  time  of  the  Italian 
expedition,  when  Napoleon  was  just  begiiuiiug  to  attract  general 
notice. 
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CHERKU,  who  was  at  this  time  Com- 
mander-in-thicl"  of  the  Army  ut  Italy, 
had  recently  urged  for  money  to  pay  his 
troops,  axid  for  hones  to  replace  dioae 
of  his  cavahy  which  had  perished  for 
want  of  feed ;  and  declared  that,  if  any 
delay  took  place  in  furnishing  the  requi- 
'""^  '  "     site  supplies,  he  should  he  compdled  to 

evacuate  the  Genoese  territory,  and  repass  the  Tar.  The  Directory 
found  it  easier  to  remoTO  the  General  than  to  comply  with  his 
request.  Accusations  were,  therefore,  got  tip  against  him,  that  he 
had  not  profited  as  he  ought  by  the  advantages  he  hod  obtained;  and 
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that,  by  his  military  incapacity,  he  bad  comproniited  the  honour  of  the 
Republic.  His  application  was  accordingly  answered  with  a  notice^ 
that  he  had  been  superseded  by  Goieral  Bo&aparte. 

Napoleon  was  little  more  than  six-and-tri'enty  wlicn  tliis  8j)lendid 
apj)ointmrnt  devolved  upon  him.  His  reputation  for  boldness  and  skill 
was  already  established,  and  there  was  no  taint  upon  his  name,  to 
diminish  the  confidence  of  the  (iovernnient  or  the  Mjldiery.  All  that 
could  be  urged  agaijist  his  fitness  for  the  jinst  was  his  youth  ;  and  this 
being  objected  to  him  by  one  of  the  Directors,  he  replied  :  "  In  less 
than  a  year,  I  shall  be  either  old  or  dead."  From  this  moment  a  great 
change  became  appaNBt  in  Im  language  and  auoBiieM.  It  mm  ^ 
aeoond  ocoamm  on  which  his  age  had  been  mentioned  as  an  obatacls 
to  his  advaiieement;  and  it  waa  neoeisary  to  Mmore  any  impreisien 
that  maetded  opiniona  or  levity  of  conduct  might  be  jna^  imputed 
to  him.  Hence  he  became  cold,  reserved,  and  dignified,  *'im>  koger 
<A«a-ing  and  thau-mg  his  fiiends,**  says  de  Bourrienne,  "aa  in  timea 
past;**  not,  however,  aa  ia  shewn  by  Las  CaseK,  that  diere  was 
anything  repulsive  or  arrogant  in  the  style  of  address  he  assumed; 
but  it  was  evident  that  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  insist  on  all  the 
formalities  which  belon^t>d  to  his  position,  in  order  that  lOO  great 
fiuniliurity  might  not  weaken  his  proper  authority. 

He  quitted  I'aris  on  the  21  st  of  March,  twelve  days  after  his 
marriage ;  pai«l  a  short  visit  to  his  mother  luid  family  at  Marseilles ; 
and,  in  a  few  days,  reached  the  l»ead-(juarters  at  Nice.  The  army 
then  consisted  of  four  efilective  divisions,  under  the  command  of 
Generals  Massena,  Augercau,  La  Harpe,  and  Semurier,  each  mustering 
about  seren  thousand  men.  The  cavaby,  amounting  to  about  three 
thousand  more,  waa  in  the  most  miserable  plight  imaginable.  Ihe 
anenala  of  Antibes  and  Nice  were  well  fiimished;  but  all  the  dranght 
hofsea  having  perilled  &r  want,  and  nothing  remaining  but  about  two 
hundred  mnlea,  die  means  of  tranq>ort  far  artillery  were  insufficient. 
The  supply  of  bread  was  scanty  and  uncertain,  distributions  ni  meat 
had  long  ceased,  and  the  finances  of  the  llepublic  were  at  ao  low  an 
ebb  that,  with  all  the  exertions  of  the  Directovy,  onfy  two  thousand 
louis  could  be  raised  in  specie  to  enable  the  yoimg  General  to  under- 
take the  conquest  of  Italy.  As  an  instance  of  the  poverty  of  the 
public  treasury,  an  order,  signed  by  Bcrthicr,  and  dated  on  the  day  of 
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the  \-ictory  of  Millcsimo,  has  ]n  rn  pn  ■>(  )  %  (  d,  in  whkli  a  gratuity  of 
foiu"  louis  is  ordered  to  be  (li-lrihiitcd  to  each  of  the  general!^. 

The  thirty  thousand  I'remli  troops  were  opjwsed  to  upwards  of 
eighty  tliuusaud  of  the  enemy:  consisting  of  about  sixty  thouaand 
Austrians,  commauded  by  the  yeteran  SeauUeUj  wiu>  itA  dialled 
great  reputatkm  in  die  campaigns  of  the  Nocth;  and  ^eatjiStHWm^ 
Sordiniaiw,  vadm  genenl^CoUi :  liiiimli^ii^lit  or  ten  thcmud  Naft* 
politanBy  who  occained  the  fertreaa  Taknaa,  and  aerecill  ia^cnSaHk 
posts  in  Oat  neighbourhood.  Hie  inferiorilyof  the  IW|icli»  in  poiaft 
of  nombersj  artOlery,  cavahry,  and  discipline,  could  only  be  -connter- 
poiaed  by  the  advantageous  pontaona  the  nature  dT  the  gnnind  enabled 
them  to  take  up,  by  the  rapidity  of  their  xnoTements,  and  the  ddU^ 
their  mann  uvrcs.  Tlie  character  of  the  men,  howerer,  'waatfcoeUent: 
th(  y  had  all  served  in  the  campaigns  of  Italy,  or  in  Jihoae  of  the 
Pyrenees. 

Bonaparte,  wishing  to  (hizzle  and  astonisli  tlie  enemy  hy  some 
brilliant  exjiloit  at  the  very  opening  of  the  eanipaign,  ]»repared  to  put 
the  army  into  motion  without  delay.  On  reviewing  the  troops,  he 
thus  addi'essed  them  :  "  Sohliers !  you  are  naked  luid  hungry ;  tlie 
Kepublic  owes  you  much ;  but  she  has  not  the  means  of  paying  her 
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debts.  The  oonstanqr  nnd  courage  yoa  lutve  Bkewn  in  the  midst  of 
these  rocks  are  admirable  ;  hnf  tlioy  win  you  no  <»lory.  I  am  come  to 
lead  you  into  the  most  fertile  pl  iiin  in  tin-  world,  where  rleh  provinces 
and  great  cities  will  be  at  your  di-.po-al.  Tliere  you  will  find  wealth, 
— honour, — plory.  Soldiers  of  Ttalv  !  will  you  now  l)e  wanfinij  in 
fidelity  and  valour.'"  Tliis  was  Napoleon's  first  addret^;*  to  his  army. 
"  The  sinking  hearts  of  the  men/'  observes  Mr.  Lockhart,  "  beat  high 
widi  hope  and  oonfidenoe  yAun  ihey  heard  the  voice  of  die  young  and 
fearleaa  leader :  and  Angerean,  Maaaena,  Senrurier,  Jonbert,  Lannes, — 
dirtinigiuahed  officen«  who  might  themsdvea  have  aspired  to  ike  diief 
oommand,— ielt,  firam  die  moment  they  b^gan  to  nndentand  his 
character  and  system,  that  the  true  road  to  ghny  would  be  to  ftlknr 
the  star  of  Xapolmn." 

The  exultation  of  the  General-in-chief  may  be  imagined  when  he 
saw  his  own  enthusiasm  so  readily  iinliibcd  by  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command.  For  the  first  time  the  honour  of  his  achieve- 
ments was  to  be  his  own.  .Vt  Toulon,  at  the  ( 'oI-di-Tende,  even  on 
the  l;ilh  \  <  n(lenuairo.  the  diief  nominal  authority  had  been  in  other 
hands ;  but  whattner  glory  was  to  be  won  in  the  campaign  of  Italy 
would  be  undi>'ided. 

Ills  previous  knowledge  of  the  country  gave  him  great  advantages 
in  Ibmung  his  plans ;  which  were  soon  matured,  and  read^  to  be  put 
in  operation.  The  object  he  proposed  to  himself  was,  at  once  to 
asanme  the  oSmofe,  and  to  cany  the  war  into  Italy ;  not,  however, 
after  the  of  former  invaders,  who  had  uniformly  sought  an 

entranoe  to  the  oonntry  by  some  of  the  Alpine  passes, — which  the  state 
of  the  roads  and  his  want  of  the  means  of  transport  rendered  imprac- 
ticable :— but,  by  turnioig  round  the  extremity  of  tlie  great  chain,  at 
the  narrow  strip  of  comparatively  level  ground  on  tlie  shore  of  the 
Mediterranean,  where  the  .\lps  end  and  the  .\pennines  begin,  he 
hoped  to  avoid  altogether  the  nreessity  of  crossing  the  mountains. 
He  w;vs  iurtlier  eneournge<l  to  adopt  this  course,  by  the  pr(»l)al)ility  it 
afforded  of  enabling  him  to  intersect  .luti  .-cparate  the  Austrian  and 
Surdiuiau  forces:  as,  from  the  point  by  which  he  intended  to 
debouch,  it  would  be  as  practicable  to  march  upon  Milan,  the  capital 
of  Lombaidy,  which  the  Austrians  were  interested  to  defend,  as  on 
Turin,  which  belonged  to  the  king  of  Sardinia. 
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It  should  be  mentioned  here,  that  the  French  expedition  had  a 
fourfold  object :  namely,  first,  to  compel  the  kinf^  of  Sardinia,  who  had 
already  lost  Nice  and  his  dukedom  of  Savoy,  but  still  maintained  a 
powerful  army  on  the  frontiers  of  Piedmont,  to  abandon  the  alliance 
of  Austria;  secondly,  it  was  hoped  that,  by  reducing  the  Emperor 
to  a  aingle-lumded  defence  of  his  ItaHan  possefldoiis,  the  incretibg 
exertioiu  which  would  he  doaumded  in  tiiat  quarter,  would  tend 
to  dimtniah  the  power  of  his  annies  vcgaa  the  IQune;  thhrdfy,  it  was 
800^  to  arouse  the  Italian  solgects  of  the  Empire  to  Aake  off  the 
yoke  of  Austria,  adopt  the  repobUcan  principles  of  the  Berolntion, 
and,  hy  establishing  their  freedom,  bring  them  into  strict  alliance  with 
France ;  and,  fourthly,  it  was  desirable  to  hiimble  the  power  of  the 
Pope,  the  chief  cncourager  of  the  royalist  priests,  who  refused  to  take 
the  constitutional  oath,  and  had  long  kept  I.a  Vendue  and  the  Soutli 
of  France  in  a  state  of  constant  insurrection.   The  Pope,  moreover,  had  j 
offered  a  direct  insult  to  France,  in  suffering  the  assassins  of  Bassevillc,  , 
the  envoy  of  the  Convention,  who  had  been  murdered  in  a  tumult, 
partly  incited  by  his  holiness  himself,  in  1793,  to  escape  unpunished 
and  unsought :  an  injury  which  certainly  demanded  atonement. 

The  Col-di>Cadibona,  sitaated  a  few  leagues  above  Genoa,  was  tibe  | 
point  selected  by  Napoleon  fer  the  descent  into  Itafy.  Here, 
tiierefere,  in  the  beginning  of  April,  he  began  to  ooncentrate  his  army; 
an  operation  whidi,  had  it  not  been  that  the  snow  then  covered  all 
the  d^Mmehes  of  the  Alps,  would  have  been  extremely  hasardons. 

It  is,  indeed,  one  of  the  most  delicate  operations  in  the  art  of  war  to 
eflfect  a  snccessftd  transition  from  the  defensive  to  the  o^Qensive  ;  and 
every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  disaster.  Serrurier  with  his 
division  was  posted  at  Garezzio,  to  observe  the  camp  of  Gencnal  Colli  j 
at  Ceva;  Masscna  and  Angereau  wi  re  j)laced  in  rescrA'c  at  Savona,  [ 
Finale,  and  Laono ;  and  La  Harpc,  with  the  vanguard,  occupied 
\'oltri — from  whence  Bonaparte  sent  to  the  senate  of  Genoa,  which 
had  hitherto  pretended  to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality,  to  demand  the 
keys  of  the  fortress  of  Gavi,  and  the  passage  of  the  Boodiela.  Hiia 
bold  and  menacing  attitude  produced  die  greatest  conslemation 
among  the  allies;  and  Beaulieu,  alanned,  hastened  from  Milan,  to 
endeavour  to  check  the  advance  of  the  fee.  He  removed  his  head- 
quartan  to  Kovi,  and  divided  his  army  into  dnee  corps.  The  right. 
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under  General  Colli,  was  ordered  to  defend  Stura  and  Tanaro ;  the 
centre,  under  D'Argenteau,  marclicd  on  tlic  villages  and  heighte  of 
Montcnotto,  to  intfiscct  the  French  annv;  anil  the  left  was  led  hv 
Ik-aulieu  in  person,  who  reserved  to  hiniM'lf  the  ])rot(  ttinn  fit"  (>enoa. 
The  subsequent  movements  will  shew  with  wliat  ( ouNununatf  !>kill 
the  disposition  ol  his  forces  had  been  made  by  Najwk-on,  ;uid  how 
correct  were  his  calculations  of  baiiling  the  science  of  liis  adversary. 
Uis  objects  were,  to  draw  the  Austrian  General  into  such  a  division 
his  amy  ta  would  render  it  impneHaaA^  to  maintain  a  comma- 
ucation  betweea  his  eerend  dividons,  eacoept  behind  the  numntuna; 
and  to  post  hia  own  troopa  to  that  all  die  divinona  could  jdn  in  a  few 
honia,  and  &U  «i  flioMe  on  either  oolumn  of  the  enemy. 

General  D^Aigenieaii  micamped,  on  die  Mi  of  A|inl,  at  Lower 
Blontenottc.    On  the  10th,  he  advanced  to  Monte-L^gino,  with  the 
purjwsc  of  debouching  by  Madonna.    Colonel  Rampon,  who,  with 
about  fifteoi  hundred  men,  had  orders  to  keep  the  three  redoubts  of 
Monte-Ivepno,  having  received  intelligence  of  D'Argenteau's  march, 
pushed  forw.'ud  a  strong  reconnoitring  j)arty  to  meet  him ;  « hich, 
however,  was  sjK'edily  driven  back.    D'Argenteau  attempted  to  cari-y 
the  redoubts  by  instantiuieous  iissault ;  but  being  rej)idsed,  with  the 
most  <l(  termiiu(l  valour,  in  thre<'  successive  attacks,  he  relinquished 
the  project.    On  the  same  day,  La  llarpe  was  engaged  -with  tlie 
vanguard  of  Beaulieu,  before  Voltri,  disputing  the  passes  there, 
and  keeping  dm  enemy  in  diedc :  but  m  the  eveiiittg»  he  alio  lUl 
back,  to  take  np  a  poeition  in  the  rear  of  Bampon,  and  to  be  ready 
for  the  meditated  attack  on  D'Argenteau  on  the  morrow.  During 
the  night  of  the  10th,  Napolemi  himsdf  advanced,  with  ihe  diviaitma 
of  Augerean  and  Mamena,  by  the  Col-di-Cadibona,  the  latter  of 
which  debouched  behind  Montenotte,  with  intent  to  atladc  ihe  centre 
of  die  Austrian  line  in  the  morning.  At  daybreak,  therelbre,  D'Aigen- 
tean,  initead  of  ha^nng  to  contend,  as  on  the  previous  day,  with 
Rampon  and  hb  mere  handful  of  brave  men,  found  that  he  was 
entirely  surrounded;  and  had  to  sustain  a  simultaneous  attack  in 
front,  in  rear,  and  on  \ih  Hank.     His  peril  was  now  manifest;  but 
he  eontestrd  the  held  heroically,  tliouuh  Irom  tlie   first  with  small 
chance  of  success.     His  los.s  that  daiy  amounted  to  upwards  of  a 
thousand  killed,  two  thousand  prisoners,  and  all  his  cannon  and 
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colours,  which  were  left  upon  the  field.  Himself,  with  the  remnant 
of  liis  Bimy,  escaped,  in  utter  confiision,  into  the  neighbounog 

mountains. 

Ncitiit  r  Ikaulit  u  nor  Colli  knew  anything  of  these  movements, 
nor.  luilcid,  that  there  had  been  a  battle,  until  tlic  I'ith  ;  when  the 
former,  arriving  at  \'oltri,  found  no  enemy  to  coatmd  agauist,  imd 
learned  that  Napoleon  had  not  only  accomplished  his  object,  and 
passed  with  his  whole  army  into  Piedmont;  but,  in  his  pursuit  of 
D*Argenteau*8  defeated  cdunm,  had  obtuned  possenum  of  Cairo,  a 
fyttcem  in  Ixmibardy. 


Such  was  the  battle  of  Montenotte,  the  first  of  Napoleon's  Victories, 
and  that  from  which  he  dated  the  origin  of  his  nobility.  It  had 
been  won  solely  by  the  genius  of  the  young  (ieneral ;  whose  xnathc- 
nuitical  accuracy  of  combination  had  enabled  liim  to  turn  tlie 
unpromising  nature  of  the  ground  to  his  advantage,  and  to  concentrate, 
at  a  given  place  and  moment,  the  apparently  disunited  portions  of  Mi 
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army;  and,  by  a  sudden  and  unexpected  attack,  oven  on  Uie  point 
which  seemed  most  invulnerable,  to  overwhelm  and  defeat  liis  enemy. 

Beaulieii  now  found  it  ncressary  to  make  a  hasty  retreat  to  Detjo, 
in  order  to  open  a  conimiuiitation  with  Colli,  who,  on  hearing  of  the 
battle,  had  also  fallen  hack,  and  taken  jiost  at  Millesinio,  about  ten 
miles  from  Dego — the  two  positions  lu  ing  connected  by  a  Siudinian 
division,  occupying  the  heights  of  Ihestro.  1  )'ArgcnteaiJ,  meanwhile, 
endeavoured  to  rc-orgauize  liis  broken  and  dispirited  troops  :  iuid  each 
hoped  to  be  able  to  maintain  himself  in  his  position,  till  fresh  succours 
ahonld  arriTe  firom  Lombardy.  Napoleon,  however,  bad  no  indinatkm 
to  await  this  event.  The  day  after  his  victory  he  gave  orders  fi»  a 
general  assault  on  the  whole  of  die  enemy's  line.  Aogereau,  whoae 
division  had  not  been  engaged  at  Montenotte^  marched  according^  on 
die  12th,  upon  Millesimo ;  Massena,  with  the  omtre,  advanced  upon 
Dego ;  and  La  Harpe,  with  the  right  wing,  proceeded  by  the  heights 
of  Cairo,  in  order  to  turn  the  lei\  flank  o£  Beaulieu. 

On  the  1 3th,  Augcreau  rushed  impetuously  on  the  Sardinians*  right, 
carried  the  passes  of  Millesimo,  and  surrounded  the  hill  of  Cossarin; 
where  General  I'rovera,  with  the  Austrian  rear-gnard,  two  thousand 
strong,  was  entirely  cut  off  from  the  main  btidy  of  CoUi's  army. 
Provera,  resolved  to  brave  extremities.  t(H)k  refuge  in  a  ruined  castle 
on  the  summit  of  the  eminence,  and  barricaded  himself  sufficiently  to 
resist  all  efforts  to  dislodge  him.  The  next  morning,  the  14th, 
Napoleon  himself  arrived,  and,  forcmg  CoUi  to  accept  battle,  utterly 
defeated  bis  troops,  and  pursned  them  hotly  into  the  passes  of  Spigno ; 
where  they  abandoned  the  greater  portbn  of  their  artillery,  with  many 
colours  and  prisoners.  Provera,  thus  deserted,  was  compelled  to 
surrender  at  discretioa.  On  the  same  day,  Massena  and  La  Harpe, 
ai^cr  a  well-contested  fight,  carried  Dego;  and  Menard  and  Joubert 
obtained  jwssession  of  the  heights  of  Biestro. 

From  this  time,  the  separation  of  the  Austrian  and  Sardinian  armies 
was  complete.  lU'aulieti  removed  his  head-quarters  to  Acqui,  in 
order  to  cover  Milan  ;  and  CoUi  proceeded  to  C'eva,  to  oppose  the 
junction  of  Semiricr  with  the  main  body  of  the  army,  and  to  protect 
Turin. 

During  the  absent  <■  of  Boiuiparte,  a  division  of  Austrian  grenadiers, 
despatched  from  \  ultri  by  Sasselo,  had  reached  Dego,  at  three  in  tlie 
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morning  of  the  l.Otli,  and,  "o'ith  little  difficulty,  niadc  themselves 
masters  of  the  tillage,  which  was  now  occi^ied  by  a  few  ou^oftB  only. 
Tbii  arrival,  however,  created  some  panic  at  head-qnaiteEa ;  as  ifc  was 
difficult  to  account  for  the  enemy's  being  at  Dcgo^  while  the  advanced 
posts,  on  the  Acqui  road,  zemained  undiitarbed.  A  divinon,  under 
Adjutant-General  Lanusse,  was  immediately  despatched  to  Dego; 
and,  after  two  hours  hard  fi^^tiing,  in  which  the  i^endi  wese  twice 
driven  back  and  rallied  by  Lanusse,—- who,  placing  his  hat  on  the 
point  of  his  sword,  rushed,  on  the  third  assauhy  at  the  head  of  his  men 
into  the  enemy's  lines, — the  place  was  retaken.  Almost  the  whole  of 
the  division  which  had  occupied  the  village  were  made  prisoners ;  and 
Lanusse  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General  on  the  field. 
It  was  in  this  action  also,  that  Napoleon  first  tlistinguished  a  chef-de- 
bataillon,  whom  he  then  made  colonel,  and  who  afterwards  became  a 
Marshal  of  tlic  Empire  and  Duke  of  Montebello.  This  was  the 
(•(•Ul)ratcd  l>anncs,  ■s^hofic  name  henceforward  \sill  fretjuently  occur 
among  those  of  the  heroes  with  whom  Napoleon  surrounded  liimself. 

Leaving  a  sufficient  force  on  the  Bonnida,  to  keep  Beaulieu  in  check, 
Btmaparte  directed  his  main  body  against  tibe  flardiniaii  &coes.  Ser- 
rurier,  who  bad  hitherto  retained  his  post  at  Oaxeirio,  having  received 
intelligence  of  the  battles  of  Montenotte  and  Mfllesimoytook  poseesrion 
of  the  heights  of  San  Giovanni  di  Muriako ;  and  CoUi^  finding  lus 
position  no  longer  tenable,  hastily  quitted  it,  snd  retired  behind  die 
Corsaglia.  The  division  of  La  Harpc  entered  Ceva  on  the  1 7th ;  and, 
the  same  day,  Augcreau  reached  the  hcijjhts  of  Monte- Zemoto  ; 
whence  the  army  beheld,  at  one  view,  the  richly  cultivated  vales  of 
Piedmont,  through  which  the  Po,  the  Tanaro,  and  other  magnificent 
and  beautiful  rivers,  meandered  —  the  horizon  being  bounded  by  a 
sublime  eirclc  of  snow  and  ice,  surrounding  that  land  of  promise. 
Napoleon  paused  to  survey  the  gorgeous  spectacle  afforded  by  those 
fertile  plains,  and  gigantic  barriers,  which  last  had  been  surmounted 
as  if  by  enchantment :  "  Hannibal  forced  the  Alps,"  he  exclaimed 
gaily,  "  and  we  have  turned  them ! "  A  happy  expression,  which  at 
once  Gonvejred  the  idea,  and  the  resuUs  of  ihe  campaign. 

Hie  army  now  passed  the  Tanaro,  and  was  fat  the  first  time  in  the 
plains.  Colli  found  it  necessary  to  abandon  successively  all  hii 
positions;  sustaining,  however,  vrith  great  gallantry,  two  general 
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'     cnj^cmcnts  in  the  course  of  his  retreat :  one,  on  the  20th,  at  the 
bridge  of  St.  Michel,  the  other  on  the  22nd  at  Mondovi.     In  the 
conflict  which  bears  the  latter  name  General  Stcingcl  fell,  mortally 
wounded  by  a  pike ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  desperate  valour  of 
Murat,  who  rallied  the  cavalry  as  they  were  flpng  in  disorder  upon 
!     their  leader's  fall,  the  fortune  of  the  day  woidd,  in  all  probability',  have  ' 
I     inclined  to  the  Sardinians.    As  it  was,  the  defeat  of  Colli  was  decisive: 
his  best  troops  were  slain ;  his  cannon,  baggage,  magazines,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  pro\-isions,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  ^^cto^ ;  who, 
pursuing  his  advantage,  pushed  on,  and  took  possession  of  Cherasco, 
I     a  fortified  town,  not  more  than  ten  leagues  from  Turin. 
I        I'hc  junction  of  Scmu"icr  had  now  enabled  Napoleon  to  resume  his 
communications  with  Nice,  and  to  procure  from  thence  reinforcements 
of  artillery  and  a  quantity  of  military  stores.     He  had  taken  many 
cannon  and  horses  in  the  different  engagements ;  and,  in  a  few  days 
I     aAcr  entering  Cherasco,  the  army  could  furnish  sixty  guns ;  the  j 
j     cavalry  was  remounted ;  and  the  soldiers,  who,  during  the  first  ten  I 
I     days  of  the  campaign,  had  been  without  rations,  began  to  receive  them 
regularly.    Pillage  and  disorder,  the  constant  attendants  of  want  and 
I     rapid  movements,  ceased  ;  discipline,  which  had  long  been  neglected, 
I     was  restored ;  and  the  appearance  of  the  men  improved  daily,  amidst 
the  abundance  of  the  fine  country  to  which  they  had  g.iined  admission.  | 
The  losses  sustainetl  in  the  several  actions  began  also  to  be  repaired,  j 
by  the  continual  arrival  of  soldiers  firom  all  the  deiWVts  and  hospitals  in 
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their  rear.  Previously  to  this  period,  tlie  misery  of  the  army  had 
almost  exceeded  belief.  The  troops  were  in  rags,  shoeless,  and 
pennOeai:  the  officers  for  serend  years  had  not  rccehrcd  more  dian 
eight  firancs  a  month  i  and  there  was  not  a  single  horse  belonging  to 
the  stafil 


The  king  of  Sariliuia,  no  L mixer  ahlu  to  prntraf  t  the  defence  of  his 
continental  dominions  witli  any  prt)>pect  of  success,  sued  for  an 
armistice.  The  condiliuns  inijiosed  hy  Napoleon  were,  that  tlie  King 
should  abandon  tlic  coalition  against  the  llepublic  ;  and  that,  luitil 
negociations  for  peace  with  the  Directory  should  be  satisfactorily 
settled  or  broken  off,  the  fertressee  of  Coni,  and  either  Tortoiia  or 
Alessandri»---die  keys,  as  they  have  been  caOed,  of  the  A^ps — with  all 
their  artiUerjr  and  wiagainnes,  shonld  be  forthwith  surrendered  to  the 
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French;  who  were  ako  to  keep  possession  of  f '(•\  ;i.  and  the  other  posts 
already  in  their  possesgion  ;  that  the  roatls  of  Piedmont  should  be  free 
to  the  French  army ;  that  Valenza  should  he  immediately  evaniated 
by  tlir  Xcnpolitaiis,  and  givt-n  uj)  to  the  French  General,  till  his  army 
^lu)llld  liavc  t  frected  the  passage  of  the  Po ;  and  finally,  that  the 
Piedmontcse  militia  should  be  disbanded,  and  the  regular  troops 
dispersed  in  the  various  fortresses,  to  avoid  giving  umbrage  to  the 
Erench  aoldieiy.  The  long,  Victor  Amadeiw  III.  (who  was  fiuher- 
in-hw  to  both  Louis  XVIII.,  die  legit  iinatist  kmg,  then  styled  Mon- 
sieur, and  to  the  Comte  D*Artoas,  afterwwds  Charles  X.),  reluctantly 
sabscribed  the  treaty :  bat  the  hnmiliation  broke  his  proud  spirit,  and 
be  died  a  lew  days  afterwards. 

Colonel  Murat,  chief  aide-de-camp  to  Bonaparte,  was  despatched  to 
Paris,  with  a  copy  of  the  armistice  and  twenty-one  Stand  of  colours,  as 
trophies  of  the  several  Wctories  which  had  been  gauud.  It  need 
hardly  be  added,  that  his  mission  elicited  the  most  enthusiastic 
demonstrations  of  joy.  c  times  in  the  course  of  a  month  did  the 
national  legishUurf  (h-c  i<-r  that  the  Anny  of  Italy  deserved  well  of  the 
roinifi  N .  The  name  ot  \apulrou  was  eulogised  l)y  the  orators,  his 
deeds  bfcanic  the  tlieme  ol  the  jwetH,  and  liis  porlniit  the  popular 
subject  of  the  painters  of  Paris.  A  medal  of  him  was  also  struck  as 
dw  heio  of  Montenotto,— the  first  of  the  q;»lendid  series,  recording  his 
nctoriea  and  honours,  designed  by  Denon,  as  a  tribute  to  the  genius  of 
the  young  chief. 

Xbe  unhoped'Imr  success  of  this  brief  campaign  scsroety  less 
Mloiuihed  the  Frendi  army  than  those  against  whom  it  had  been 

directed.  It  was  doubted  w  in  thcr,  with  such  .slender  means,  they 
could  even  retain  what  they  had  won.  To  think  of  proceeding  to  the 
conquest  of  Italy,  without  greater  resources,  appeared,  to  the  boldest 
of  his  generals,  httle  short  of  madness ;  but  Napoleon  had  contem- 
plated his  coiirM'  of  operation''  fr<inj  tlie  conun(  luenu^nt.  and  vas  not 
to  be  det<  rred  Iroiii  pur-uiiig  it.  lie  had  promised  to  br  at  .Milan  in 
three  mont]j.-«  from  the  date  of  leaving  Paris,  and  wa.s  resolved  to  make 
good  his  word.  Iksides,  ht  had  little  doubt  that,  if  suflieient  time 
were  given,  strong  rcinforcenu  ut.s  would  be  furnishe<l  to  the  Austrian 
army  from  Fiiuli  and  the  Tyrol;  and  that  the  Venetian  Republic,  the 
Grand  Dnke  of  Tuscany,  and  other  Italian  -States,  would  assemUe 
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their  forces,  antl  tal(C  a  deridrd  pnrt  in  assisting  the  Au<tiians  to 
oppose  a  French  invasion.  rre2)arini,',  therefore,  to  put  his  army  into 
motion  without  delay,  he  issued  from  Cherasco  the  following  procla- 
mation : — 

"  Soldiers !  in  fifteen  days  you  have  gained  six  yictories,  taken  ' 
twenty-one  stand  of  colours,  fifty-five  pieces  of  camum,  and  several  i 
finrtresses;  and  conquered  the  richest  part  of  Hedmont.  Ton  have  t 
made  fi&eea  diousand  prisoners,  and  killed  or  wounded  ten  thousand 
men. 

'*  Hitherto,  howem,  jan  have  been  fij^tmg  for  barren  rocks,  made 

nununrahle  by  your  valour,  but  useless  to  the  nation.    Yotir  exploili 
now  equal  those  of  the  conquering  armies  of  Holland  and  the  Rhine. 
You  were  utterly  destitute,  and  have  supplied  all  your  wants.  You 
have  pained  battles  without  cannon,  passed  rivers  m  itlimit  bridt^es, 
performed  forced  marthes  without  shoes,  and  bivouacked  without 
brandy,  and  often  without  bread.    None  but  republican  phalanxes — 
soldiers  of  liberty — could  have  borne  what  you  have  endured.    For  I 
this  you  have  the  thanks  of  your  couutiy.  * 
"  The  two  armies  whu^  l^y  attacked  you  in  full  confidence,  now  I 
fly  befixre  you  in  consternation.  .  .  .  But,  Soldiers !  it  must  not  be 
concealed,  that  you  have  done  nothing,  since  there  remains  aught  to  do. 
Neither  Turin  nor  Milan  are  ours.   The  ashes  of  the  conquerm  of 
Tarquin  are  still  trodden  under  foot  by  the  assassins  of  Basserille. .  . . 
I    The  greatest  difficnlties  are,  no  doubt,  surmounted ;  but  you  have  still 
I    battles  to  fight,  towns  to  take,  rivers  to  cross.   It  is  said,  that  there  are 
'     some  among  you  whose  courage  is  shaken,  and  who  would  prefer 
'     returning  to  the  summits  of  tlic  Alps  and  A]ienuine8  to  endure 
I     patiently  the  insults  of  yon  slavish  soldier)  !     Are  there  any  such 
I     among  the  \i(tors  of  Montenotte.  Millesimn,  Deejo,  and  Mondovi' 
No! — all  are  eai^er  to  extend  the  glory  of  the  French  name.  .  .  . 

**  But,  ere  I  lead  you  to  conquest,  there  is  one  condition  von  must 
swear  to  fulfil:  that  is,  to  protect  the  people  whom  you  liberate;  to 
repress  tlie  horrible  acts  of  pillage,  to  which  the  wretches  incited  by 
your  enonies  abandim  themselres !  Without  you  would  not  be  i 
the  deliverers,  but  the  scourges  of  nations.  .  .  .  Invested  with  the 
national  authority,  strong  in  justice  and  the  law,  I  shall  not  hentate  to  ' 
force  that  handful  of  dishonest,  cowardly,  heartless  men,  to  retpect  die 
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laws  of  hunumily  and  honour  wliich  Htuj  tnmi^  on.    I  will  not 
siifler  robben  to  sully  your  lanrds!  .  .  .  FSlkigen  shall  be  shot  ' 

without  merry  !  .  .  .  j 

"  Pt  o]>lo  of  Italy  !  the  French  army  advances  to  break  your  chains. 
The  FrL  iicli  people  ;ire  the  friends  of  all  nations  :  in  them  yon  may      '  ! 
confide.     Y  our  property,  yoiu'  religion,  your  customs,  shall  be  re- 
spected.   We  will  only  make  war  as  generous  foes:  our  sole  quarrel 
is  with  the  tjTants  who  enslave  you.** 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  Napoleon  fixed  his  head-(piurters  at 
Tortona;  and,  at  the  same  time,  Bcaulicu  concentrated  his  army  at  j 
Valcggio,  behind  the  Po,  to  prevent  the  ftench,  if  possible,  from 
crotsuig  that  river,  snd  making  their  way  to  the  capital  of  Lombardy* 
Fnm  the  slipnlation  irith  the  King  of  Sardinia,  respecting  the  occapa- 
don  of  Valensa,  and  the  drcunstanoe  diat  Maseena,  who  had  taken 
post  at  Alessandria,  had  pushed  forward  strraig  reconnoitring  parties  in. 
the  direction  indicated,  the  Austrian  General  had  been  led  to  believe 
that  it  waa  the  intuition  of  Bonaparte  to  attempt  the  passage  of  the  Po 
at  \'alcnza :  a  fact  the  more  readily  credited  by  Bcaulieu,  .is  he 
himself  had  crossed  there ;  and,  like  most  men  of  routine,  he  had  not 
calculated  that  another  might  prefer  a  diiferent  mode  of  doing  the  same  ' 
thing  to  that  which  had  appeared  most  advisable  to  himst-lf.    The  I 
notion  of  crossing  at  \  alcn/a  was,  however,  only  a  nisc  tir  iiitrrre  on 
the  part  of  Napoleon ;  who,  when  he  had  succeeded  in  attracting  tlie 
undivide«l  attention  of  his  antagonist  to  that  point,  suddenly  assembled  j 
the  choicest  of  his  troops,  with  the  cavalry  and  twenly-four  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  on  the  6th  of  May,  executed  a  march  of  almost  incredible 
I     celerity  upon  Flacensa,  nearly  fifty  miles  lower  down  the  river.  Here  | 

he  unexpectedly  appeared  on  the  morning  of  the  7di»  to  the  utter 
i    ooosteniation  of  the  two  or  three  squadrons  rfAustrians  stationed  there  ' 
I     merely  to  reconnoitre.  The  other  divisions  of  die  arn^  quitted  their 
I     posts,  and  reached  the  appointed  spot  a  few  hours  after  dieir  leader. 
1      Tlu'  advanced  guard,  mider  A ndreossi,  crossed  in  the  common  feny* 
i     boat.    The  first  to  throw  himself  ashore  was  Colonel  Lannes,  who, 
I     immediately  forming  his  grenadiers,  charged  and  dispersed  the  Ati-trian 
hussars  that  attempted  to  dispute  the  landintr.    The  passage  beinii  thus  | 
o|H'ned,  the  different  di\  i^inns  were  jiut  across  in  su<  cession  ;  ami  l)y  j 
•   llic  following  moruiug  the  wliole  aimy  was  in  the  Milanese  territory,  i 
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on  the  left  bank  of  tlie  Po.  It  is  universally  atlniittcd  that  the  passage 
of  a  trreat  river  is  one  of  the  most  critical  of  niilitaiy  o])(  ration^ :  the 
passiii^f  of  the  Po  was  efTectcd  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man,  and 
may,  tlu  ieforo,  he  justly  considered  as  one  of  the  greatest  exploits  in 
the  records  of  modern  warlare. 

Beauheu,  finding  that  he  had  been  out-generalled,  hastily  advanced 
towards  Flaceiua,  hoping  to  come  np  vtth  bk  enemy,  and  Unrce  liim  to 
an  engagement,  with  the  river  doae  in  hb  rear,and  no  meansof  letzeat 
left,  in  caie  of  diaaster.  He  found  himadf  antidpailed,  however. 
Boniqparte>  who  had  teen  the  danger  of  defeat  and  even  of  a  material 
chedc  in  hit  ritoation  at  Flacenza,  waa  already  pnahing  finward  to  find 
more  fitvonrable  ground  for  manoeimmg.  The  hostile  armies  met  at 
the  viDage  of  Fiomho,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  of  ^fay ,  when  it  waa 
discovered  tliat  the  Austrian  advanced  guard,  under  General  Liptay, 
had  fortified  and  manned  the  steeples  and  houses,  and  that  cannom  was 
planted  so  as  to  command  all  the  roads.  Xapoleon  directed  prepara- 
tions to  he  immediatelv  made  Im  au  ;ittack;  and.  in  less  than  an  hour, 
the  village  was  carried,  and  die  Austrians  routed,  with  the  loss  of  tin  ir 
cannon,  three  standards,  and  two  thousand  prisoners.  Those  \vho 
escaped  crossed  the  Adda,  and  took  refuge  in  Pizzighitone,  a  large 
town,  whidi,  two  or  three  days  previously,  had  been  conridered  too  far 
fiwmthe  aeat  of  war  to  require  putting  into  a  atate  of  defience. 

In  the  night  alker  tibia  battle,  Beanlieu,  who  knew  not  that  FSombo 
had  been  wreeted  from  him,  advanced  to  Cbual,  a  few  milea  from  the 
aoene  of  adion,  where  one  of  his  cavalry  regiments  fell  in  with  the 
bivouacs  of  La  Hazpe*8  divkion;  and,  heSaag  received  with  abriak  fire 
of  nui-ketry,  preciidtatoly  retired.  The  French  General,  with  a  few 
officers  of  his  staff,  hastened  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  the  corps  which 
had  appeared;  and  returning  an  hour  after  midnight  by  a  difierent 
road,  was  fired  upon  and  killed  by  his  own  sentinels,  who  mistook 
him  and  his  attendants  for  another  party  of  the  enemv.  T.a  Harpe 
has  been  honourably  mentioned  by  Napoleon,  as  a  "grenadier  both 
in  stature  and  courage." 

The  Austrian  General  now  retired  behind  the  Adda,  to  collect  once 
more  hit  acattered  forces,  and  <^ipoBe  the  further  progress  of  the 
invader;  and  judging — rightly  diia  time— that  the  attempt  to  cross  the 
river  would  be  made  atLodi,  the  strongest  disposhiooa  for  defence  were 
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there  arranged.  Napoleon, nothing  daunted,  however,  pressed  forward ; 
and  on  tlie  10th  of  May,  encountering  the  enemy's  rear-guard,  drove 
them  back  into  tlic  town  of  Lodi,  whicli  hv  entered  with  thoni  jx  ll-mell, 
before  they  had  time  to  close  the  gates.  Tlie  fugitives  did  not  pause  to 
rallv  fill  they  had  crossed  the  bridge,  and  reached  the  camp  of  their 
(ieiicral-in-chief  on  the  other  side  of  the  town.  Tionaparte  knew  that 
reinforcements  under  ("olli  —  wlio.  thougli  he  had  commanded  the 
Picdmoutcse,  was  au  Austrian  othcer,  and  had  now  resumed  his  coimuand 
in  the  latter  mnj— -irare  harrying  to  ihe  lidcf  BeAoHeu;  and,  hoping 
by  a  rapid  morement  to  prevent  their  jimolioii,  he  resolved  to  pass  the 
bridge  the  sunedaj,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  attenq^  to  any 
other  dumNi^oleon,  would  hsvei^ppened  hair4nained  and  detperatie. 
The  bridge  waa  of  wood,  aad  was  ewept  by  thirty  ineoee  of  camion,  the 
thunders  of  which  menaced  death  to  all  who  should  approach. 

After  a  iiew  hours'  rest,  dnriug  iHiich  all  the  disposable  artiUoy  of 
the  army  was  got  in  position  to  answer  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns. 
General  Beaumont  was  detached  with  some  cavalry,  to  cross  the  Adda 
at  a  ford  half  a  league  above  the  town,  in  order  to  ojien  a  fire  on  the 
enemy's  right.  About  five  in  the  afternoon  the  cannonade  was  opened; 
and  Bonaparte.  perc(  i\  ing  some  hesitation  among  the  nieji  to  wluuu 
the  directions  were  given,  stepped  forward  himseh,  amid  the  thickest 
of  die  tire,  and  pointed  two  guns  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render 
approach  for  the  purpose  of  undermining  the  bridge  impossible. 
His  grenadiers  had  been  drawn  vp  in  dose  column  bdiind  the 
rampart  of  the  town,  as  near  as  possible  to  the  spot  where  their  services 
were  required;  and,  the  m<mient  he  perceived  that  Beaumont  had  i 
elfected  his  landing,  and  was  enabled  to  operate  <m  the  c/Onet  side. 
Napoleon  ordered  the  charge  to  sound,  when  the  grenadiers,  suddenly  I 
wheeling  to  the  Iof\,  rushed  impetuously  upon  the  bridge^  with  loud  | 
thonts  lA'  J 'i I  P  la  Republiqve .'    'Hie  shower  of  grape-shot,  however,  i 
to  which  they  were  exposed,  added  to  incessant  vollies  of  musketry 
from  the  ni-indows  of  the  adjacent  houses,  st.iggcred  them  for  a  moment: 
but  Ijunnrs,  Xajioleon,  Berthier.  and  D'Alh  niatrne.  hurrvini:  to  the 

I 

head  of  the  «dlumn,  dashed  forward;  aiul  the  panic-strii  k(  ii  Austnans 
fled  in  the  utmost  confusion,  leaving  their  uusuppoitid  .n tillerynuMi  I 
to  fall  by  the  bayonets  of  the  exulting  enemy.     lU  .iuHcu  U»t,  al  "  the 
terrible  passage  of  tlic  bridge  of  IahU/'  as  Napoleon  termed  it  in  liis  , 
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despatch  to  the  Directory,  upwards  of  twenty  puns,  several  stand  of 
coloiu's,  two  thousjuid  five  hundred  ])risoners,  and  a  large  number  of 

I      killed  and  Avoundcd.    On  the  side  of  the  French  there  fell  only  two 

I 

I      hiuulred  men — so  well  had  the   preliminaries  been  concerted,  so 
])rompt  was  their  execution,  and  so  sudden  the  cfl'cct  of  the  daring 
'      courage  of  the  whole  achievement. 

,  The  opinion  which  some  of  the  Austrians  entertained  of  Najwleon 
I  at  this  time,  m.iy  be  gathered  from  the  remark  of  an  old  German 
j  C'olonel,  who  was  among  the  prisoners  after  the  victory  of  Lodi. 
"  'filings  go  on  very  badly,"  said  the  veteran ;  "  no  one  seems  to 
understand  wliat  he  is  about.  The  French  General  is  a  young 
I  blockhead,  who  knows  nothing  of  the  regular  rules  of  war.  Sometimes 
he  is  on  our  right,  at  others  on  our  left,  now  in  front,  and  presently  in 
our  rear,  'lliis  mode  of  warfare  is  contrary  to  all  system,  and  utterly 
insufferable." 

It  was  in  compliment  to  the  personal  bravery  exhibited  by  Napoleon 
at  Lodi,  that  the  soldiers,  whose  toils  he  had  not  disdained  to  share, 
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conferred  on  him  the  honoran-  title  of  Th»  LUUe  Corporal ;  y\  Vu\\ 
was  long  remembered,  and  served  in  after  yciirs  as  .m  electrical  link 
of  affection,  between  liim  and  the  bold  hearbi  wliicli  had  resixnided  to 
his  in  the  dawn  of  his  career.    In  all  respects,  indeed,  this  battle  was 
an  imjjortant  one ;  and  has  been  marked  by  liiinself  as  an  epoc  h  in  Ids  ' 
history.    *'  Neither  the  successes  oi"  \  endemiain-  iiur  oi'  Moiiteiiotte,*'  ' 
he  afterwards  said,  "  induci'd  nie  to  rej^ard  myself  as  belonslii^'  to  a  ' 
superior  class :  but  after  Lodi,  it  ihishcd  upon  me  that  I  might  possibly 
become  a  dccisiTe  actor  in  the  political  arena.   It  was  there  that  the 
first  ^ark  of  my  amhition  was  Idndled."  | 
The  advantages  obttaned  by  the  Frendi  m  the  pursuit  exceeded  | 
those  of  the  battle  itsdf.   The  cavalry  pursued  the  ftjnoig  amy  as  far  | 
aa  Cremona,  of  whidi  town  th^  took  possession ;  Fin^ghitone,  cut  off 
from  all  hope  of  succour,  surrendered;  and  Beauliea  took  refuge 
under  the  walls  of  Mantua.  I 
The  Duke  of  Piu-ma,  anxious  to  conciliate  N  ipnhon.  imw  sued  for  | 
his  }M  ot(  ( tion  ;  which  was  granted,  on  condition  that  he  shouUl  ])ay  j 
two  millions  of  livres,  and  furnish  sixteen  hun(b-cd  horses  and  a  large  ' 
quantity  of  provisions  for  the  French  army,    lie  was  also  required  to  j 
I      concede  twenty  of  tlie  best  works  of  art  in  his  dominions  as  contri-  t 
!      butions  towards  the  Frencli  National  ^fuseum.    Iliis  w.ns  the  first 
instance  in  modern  warfare  of  any  demand  for  snt  li  a  trit)ufe;  and  its 
prudence  and  poliiy  may  certainly  Ik*  questioned.     The  IiaUans, 
above  all  other  people,  arc  distinguished  for  their  love  of  art ;  and  the 
abstraction  of  thdr  treasured  master-pieces  excited  strong  prejudices 
against  the  spoUatars,  and  probably  "turned  back  many  a  half-made 
convert  from  the  piinciplea  of  die  Ttteai^  Bevolution.*'  So  strongly 
I    was  die  injury  fAi,  indeed,  that  the  Farmese  Commissioners  t^Rnred  to 
redeem  die  St  Jerome  of  Corrcgio,  which  was  among  those  selected  for 
exportation,  at  die  price  of  two  millions  of  francs  Cupwards  of  eighty 
dioasand  pounds  sterling).    Charges  of  unjustifiable  plunder  and 
I     extortion  have  been  multiplied  against  Napoleon  for  this  and  similar 
I     exactions :  but  such  accusations  resxdt  from  a  one-sided  view  of  the 
question.    If  a  right  to  tlie  seizure  of  any  species  of  proi>erty  is  con-  I 
fern  d  liy  conquest,  there  can  be  httle  doidU  that  work'>  of  .irt.  Ix  iiig 

1«>ubjrrt  to  l)arter  and  sale,  like  otlier  commodities,  can  claim  no  just 
exemption.    That  the  spirit  wliich  actuated  Naiwlcou  wiis  an  exalted,  | 
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and  not  an  avaricious  one,  is  apparent  from  his  answer  to  the  army- 
agents  who  urged  him  to  accept  the  money.  "  The  Duke's  two 
millions,"  said  he,  "  will  be  soon  spent ;  but  his  Corregio  will  rcmfiin 
for  ages  to  adorn  Paris,  and  inspire  the  arts  of  France." 


• 

Immedi.itely  afterwards,  the  French  General  prepared  to  enter 
Milan,  which,  iii  the  rapid  succession  of  recent  movements,  had  been 
left  far  in  tlie  rear  of  the  army,  and  entirely  unprotected.  Tlie  Arch- 
didce  Ferdinand,  who  governed  Lombardy  in  the  name  of  the 
Emperor,  had,  with  his  Duchess,  already  abandoned  the  city  ;  and  the 
inhabitants,  who  had  long  been  ill-governed,  and  were  not  therefore 
well  aflccted  towards  the  Austrians,  assumed  the  tri-colour,  and  sent 
an  earnest  invitation  to  Napoleon  to  advance,  and  confer  ujwn  them 
the  libcrt^i'  and  privileges  of  republicanism.  On  the  15th  of  May,  the 
Comnjander-in-chicf  accordingly  entered  Milan,  under  a  triumphal 
arch,  and  amid  shouts  of  welcome  from  an  immense  concourse  of 
people  and  the  National  Guard  of  the  city,  clothed  in  uniform  of  the 
three  colours — green,  white,  and  red.  He  fixed  his  residence  in  the 
Archbishop's  palace  ;  and  the  same  evening  was  splendidly  entertained 
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by  tJM  mmueipalily,  while,  with  mudi  pomp  and  popular  exultatimi, 
dw       of  Liberty  was  planted  in  the  principal  square. 


At  diia  period,  Semirier  occupied  Lodi  and  Cremona;  La  Harpe's 
diririon,  whidi,  since  that  officor'a  death  had  been  entnurted  to  General 
Berdiier,  was  in  poaseasionof  C(mu>,  Cassano*  Lnoca,  and  Fiaaghitone; 

and  .\ugcroau  had  retrograded  to  garrison  Fa  via.  Napokon  remained 
at  Milan,  where  he  lev-icd  hea^y  contributions  for  the  support  of  hin 
army,  to  the  amount,  it  is  said,  of  t\rcnt\'  millions  of  livrcs  (eight 
huiulrcd  thousand  pounds);  which  cnablt-d  lilni  to  discharge  the 
arrrurs  of  pay  <hie  to  his  troops,  to  supply  their  wants,  and  establish 
roijularity  in  tlic  differcnl  branrh(  >i  of  tlu'  sf  r\i(  o.  He  took  posses- 
sion, also,  of  several  of  the  finest  tares  in  the  Anil)rosian  i^ailrry.  At 
the  sanu'  time,  the  Duke  of  Modena  sent  envoys  to  solicit  peace,  and 
offered  ten  millions  of  francs,  with  many  horses,  a  large  quantity  of 
prorision^  and  twen^  works  of  art,  as  die  terma  on  which  he  was 
willing  to  purchase  it. 

Meanwhile,  the  Directory,  jeatons  of  Uie  popularity  of  Napoleon,  and 
ioq^ecling  probaUy  that  his  growing  influence  might  speedily  mtt' 
ahadow  if  not  bUght  dieir  own,  resdred  to  divide  the  army  of  Italy 
between  its  present  (General,  who  was  ordered  to  advance  southward 
upon  Rome  and  Naples,  with  twenty  thousand  men  ;  and  Kellennan, 
who,  with  the  remainder  of  the  troops,  was  to  press  the  siege  of  Mantua, 
and  temu'nate  the  Contest  with  Ileaulieu.  Napoleon,  foreseeing  that 
such  a  diH^on  would  annihilate  the  power  of  the  French  and  V»ring 
diitaster  upon  the  army,  imujediately  transmitted  to  the  Directory  his 
resignation,   accompanied  by  the  following  letter  to  Camot: — 


REVOLT  OF  PAVIA. 

"  Wliether  I  prosecute  die  war  here  or  dsewhere,  is  to  me  a  matter 
of  indifierenoe.  To  serve  my  coimtrj,  to  merit  with  posterity  a  page 
in  history,  is  my  sole  amUtioiL  The  contempUfied  divisimi  between 
Kdlerman  and  me>  would  ruin  all :  and  I  cannot  willingly  scn  c  with 
one  who  conceives  that  he  is  tlic  best  general  in  Europe.'*  His  promp- 
titude was  the  means  of  retaining  the  undivided  command  in  his  own 
hands,  and  of  preserving  the  army  from  almost  certain  destruction. 
Kellerman  was  gratified  in  the  meantime  with  the  post  of  (iovernor- 
gcneral  of  the  domains  ceded  to  the  Kepublic  by  the  final  treaty 
between  France  and  Siuilinia. 

This  matter  was  scarcely  settled,  ere  Napoleon  obtained  intelligence 
that  the  citizens  of  Pa\-ia,  with  the  inalcontcnts  of  the  siuToiinding 
districts,  were  in  arms  in  his  rear.  The  tocsin  was  ringing  in  every 
village :  and  news  was  in  drcolataoii  tliat  the  amy  of  lhie  Fdnoe  of 
Conde,  joined  by  a  fresh  levy  Austiians,  had  descended  from  the 
Tyrol,  and  were  marching  to  the  attack.  The  insurrection  already 
numbered  thirty  thousand  men,  and  was  rapidly  extending.  At 
Pavia,  the  citadel,  with  three  hundred  Fi&ush.  jnisonerB,  was  taken ; 
and  the  garriaon  which  had  been  left  at  Milan  by  Beanlieu,  and  still 
held  out,  made  demonstrations  that  they  were  willing  to  co-operate 
with  the  insurgents.  The  Archbishop  of  ^filan  was  despatched  to  the 
revolted  city  to  appease  the  outbreak;  but  his  remonstrances  were 
ineffectual ;  and,  after  vai:ily  endeavouring  to  overawe  the  disaffected, 
by  the  sack  and  conflagration  of  Benasco,  a  village  to  wliich  the  van- 
guard of  the  insurgents  had  advanced,  Napoleon  hastened  in  person  to 
Pa\-ia,  M-ith  fifteen  hundred  men  and  six  field-pieres.  Tlie  gates  of  I 
the  city  were  blown  open,  and  the  revolted,  consisting  chiefly  of 
undiscipHucd  peasants,  beconiing  alarmed,  fled  into  the  neighbouring 
fields,  where,  being  pursued  by  the  cavalry,  many  of  them  were  over*  I 
taken  and  put  to  the  sword.  The  French  garrison,  now  liberated, 
was  ordered  into  the  presence  d  the  General-in-diief.  Cowards !" 
he  exclaimed,  addressmg  them;  "I  entrusted  you  with  a  post 
essential  to  the  safety  of  the  army,  and  you  have  abandoned  it  to  a 
mob  of  wretched  peasants,  without  a  shew  of  resistance."  The 
Captain  was  tried  by  a  council  of  war  and  shot.  The  chiefs  of  the 
insurrection  were  also  handed  over  to  a  military  tribiinal  and  shared 
the  same  fiite;  and  hostsges  were  taken £rom  the  principal  fiimilies  of 
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Lamlwxdy,  and  sent  to  Faxis,  to  guarantee  the  future  conduct  of  iheir 
oonntrymcn. 

The  quelling  of  this  insurrection  had  the  effect  of  restoring  quiet 
around  the  army,  and  of  striking  a  salutary  terror  into  rhc  whole  of 
Italy.  The  occasion  of  the  revolt  was  a  heavj'  tribute,  ju^t  dt maiidcd,  ol"  | 
a  million  sterling  for  the  support  of  the  army;  the  collcrtion  oj"  which  j 
had  hrrii  attended  with  more  than  necessary  opprcs-sion.  Indeed  it 
was  the  necessities,  and  not  the  principles,  of  the  Kepuhlic  which 
ahenated  the  afl'ections  of  the  Italians  ;  who  were  not  prcpaicd  to  value 
the  liberty  promised  them  in  the  French  proclamations  at  the  immense 
tamt  demanded  aa  it*  pdce. 

Towards  the  end  of  May,  Napoleon  again  mored  finrward  in  pnnait 
of  Beaoliea;  whom  he  contrived  once  more  to  mislead,  aa  at  Flaoenaa, 
respecting  the  passage  of  the  riTer.  On  the  28thj  he  entered  Bresda, 
and  naaceiiTxed  to  induce  abeiUef  that  he  intended  to  crocs  the  Ifindo 
at  Pcschiera;  whither,  accordingly,  the  Austrian  reserve  vas  drawn  to 
oppose  his  passage.  In  the  morning  of  the  30th,  however,  he  advanced 
by  a  rapid  march  to  Borghetto;  attacked  the  Austrian  and  Neapolitan 
forces  posted  there;  and,  after  a  smart  engajjement,  took  the  town. 
The  enemy,  retreating,  set  fire  to  the  hridge,  one  arch  of  which  was 
destroyed;  but  Colonel  Gardane,  at  tlie  head  of  th<'  grc  nadiers,  threw  | 
himself  into  the  river;  and  the  Austrians,  rcnienii)ei  ing  the  terrible  | 
column  of  Lodi,  instantly  quitted  their  ground.  The  bridge  was 
repaired  with  planks,  and  the  army,  without  further  resbtance,  crossed 
the  Mtndo,  and  carried  die  war  into  the  Venetian  states. 

At  Valeggio,  an  incident  occurred  which  was  near  repaying  the 
Anatriana  finr  all  dieir  reverses.  Hie  IWneh  army,  occupied  in  the 
pwaniti  had  passed  throngH  die  village  and  were  iar  in  advance;  and 
Napoleon,  oonaidering  that  the  woilc  of  die  dqr  was  finished,  had 
entered  a  chateau  for  the  purpose  of  uaing  a  foot-bath,  \\  hich  )iad  been 
prescribed  to  him  for  headache.  The  corps  of  Sebetendortf,  stationed 
at  Puzzuolo,  hearing  the  cannonade,  had  marched  by  the  left  bank  of 
the  river  to  assist  their  Commander-in-chief;  and  the  advanced  guard, 
aj>proa(  hing  tli<'  town,  had  proceeded  as  far  as  the  quarters  of  Hona- 
parte,  befctn-  they  wire  observed.  The  >entinel  on  duty  had  barely 
time  to  (In-c  the  gates,  and  cry  To  arms!  Hurrying  through  the 
garden  behind  the  house,  with  but  one  boot  on.  Napoleon  mounted  Im 
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]u>ne>  and  galloping  towards  the  division  of  Massena,  which  had  not 
crossed  the  river,  and  was  busy  in  preparing  dinner,  raised  the  alarm. 
The  drums  instantly  heat  up,  and  the  Austrians,  little  contemplating  ' 
how  rich  a  prize  had  hcen  Mathin  their  grasp,  precipitately  retired  in 
the  same  direction  as  Beaulieu,  on  the  line  of  the  Adige.  It  was  the 
danger  here  incurred  that  fir^t  induced  Napoleon  to  institute  a  corps 
of  GiiiiU-s,  consisting  of  veterans  of  at  least  ten  ye;us'  ser\  ice,  whose 
duty  was  to  guard  the  person  and  qmu-ters  of  the  Generul-iu-chief ; 
and  who  were  seldom  otherwise  employed,  except  in  drcumstanoeB 
requiring  the  most  deteimined  effi>rts  of  valour.  This  body  was  tbe 
germ  of  the  celebrated  Imperial  Guard.  The  command  was  entrusted 
to  Major  Beasieres,  next  to  Murat  the  best  csvaby  officer  in  the  army, 
who  subsequently  became  Duke  of  Istria,  and  a  Marshal  of  Ranee. 

On  entering  die  territory  of  Venice,  Napoleon,  in  order  to  justify  or 
excuse  infringement  of  the  neutrality  of  that  »<itate,  issued  a  procilanup 
tion;  declaring,  that  he  came  not  to  interfere  with  the  government  or 
CttStotDS  of  the  people  but  solely  to  drive  out  the  troops  of  their  mutual 
CTemies,  the  Austrians,  who  had  found  refitge  within  the  Repubhc ; 
and  that,  wlj.itever  was  required  for  the  use  of  the  French  army,  should 
he  punctually  paid  foi-.    The  Senate  urged  its  non-interferenre  ;  but,  I 
having  wanted  the  power  to  enforce  its  remonstrances  against  Ik  aulieu,      j  j 
who  was  already  in  possessioji  of  several  fortres'.(>s  and  to\ms  on  the      j  ' 
Venetian  terra  Jirma,  it  could  scarcely  be  expected  that  Napoleon     j  i 
should  have  entertained  more  scrupulous  respect  for  local  boundaries     '  j 
dian  his  <^ponent,  when  that  rc^ct  could  only  have  redounded  to  (be 
advantage  of  the  latter.  The  State  was,  in  ftct,  too  weak  to  pretend  to  j 
dictate  to  either  party;  and  its  Comnussioners,  after  a  dight  waste  of  I 
time  in  arguing  die  subject,  consented  to  an  airangemait,  under  which  | 
the  French  were  to  occupy  such  of  the  Venetian  dependencies  as  fell 
within  the  line  of  the  Adige,  tiU  after  die  expulsion  of  the  Austrians;  { 
and  the  Senate  was  to  sup])ly  the  army  with  all  ordinary  provisiona,  at  ! 
a  price  to  be  afterwards  settled.  I 

^Vlxile  Napoleon  advan<  (  d  to  urge  the  siege  of  Mantua,  Masaena 
was  directed,  agreeably  to  the  Venetian  agreement,  to  take  possession 
of  Verona,  and  to  guard  the  passes  of  the  Tyrol,  ^^'itll  tlie  exception 
of  the  citadel  of  Milan,  which  was  too  fi'e])le  to  be  considered  of  much 
importance,  and  for  the  reduction  of  which  a  small  body  of  troops  was 
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tlcemcd  sufficient,  Miintua  was  the  last  stronghold  of  the  Austrians  in 
Italy.  It  was  garrisoned  by  fifteen  thousand  effective  men,  and  was 
by  nature  almost  impregnable.  The  position,  however,  which  enabled 
it  to  defy  assault,  was  peruliarly  favourable  to  a  blockading  army,  and 
rendered  the  city  liable  to  be  reduced  by  famine  in  a  shorter  space  than 
many  places  of  less  strength  and  extent.  It  is  situated  on  a  kind  of 
island,  five  or  six  leagues  square,  called  the  Seraglio,  between  three 
lakes,  formed  by  the  waters  of  the  Mincio,  and  is  accessible  by  five 
dykes  or  causeways  only:  three  of  which  were  defended  by  regiUar 
fortresses,  and  the  other  two  by  gates,  drawbridges,  and  batteries. 
The  site  is  low  and  swampy,  and  the  air  duiing  the  hot  months 
exceedingly  pestilential,  especially  to  strangers.  Napoleon  sat  down 
before  the  city  in  the  beginning  of  June,  eager  to  carrj'  it  before 
Beaulieu  should  receive  his  exj>ected  reinforcements  from  Germany. 


ITicre  L»  little  doubt  that  the  fall  of  Toulon,  where  the  usual  | 
operations  of  a  siege  had  been  materially  abridged,  must  have  been 
ominously  remembired  by  the  Austrians,  when  they  saw  the  young 
General  invest  Mimtua.  His  commencement  was  auspicious.  Four 
of  the  causeways  were  t<iken  by  storm  on  the  4th  of  Jiuie,  when  the 
General-in  chief,  who  led  the  asi^ault  on  the  Fauxbourg  of  St.  (leorgc,  ' 
was  near  entering  the  city  and  completing  his  work  at  a  blow.    But,  j 


SUBMISSION   OF  NAPLES. 


'  dioagh  this  consummation  was  not  attained,  the  reralt  was  still  unpor- 
tant :  all  communication  with  the  main  land,  except  by  the  cause- 
way  (1(  fended  by  the  citadel,  and  named,  from  the  ducal  pal.ace  near 
it,  Ln  Fmtiritn,  was  entirely  cut  off;  so  that  the  blockade  could  bc 
maintained  with  half  the  number  actually  coopcd-up  within  the  walls. 
Drawing  lines  of  cirrumvallation  therefore  round  the  fortress,  and 
leaving  Serrurier  with  eight  thousand  men  to  prosecute  the  siege. 
Napoleon  returned  to  Milan,  to  reduce  the  citadel,  and  arrange  some 
other  pressing  businesB  connected  y/nlQx  Yob  poatian  in  Italy. 

At  this  period,  the  King  of  Naples,  alarmed  by  the  progress  and 
suoceMes  of  the  IVench,  lolidted  an  annistice ;  wluchj  as  bis  secession 
from  the  allies  would  withdraw  some  valuable  cavalry  from  the  army 
of  BeauHen,  and  wonld  also  prevent  a  diveruon  bdng  made  in  that 
General's  &voar  from  the  south,  was  readily  granted.  GSenoa,  where 
the  intrigaes  of  the  Austrian  minister  and  of  the  emissaries  of  England 
had  incited  tlie  Lnperi  1  fi(  fs  to  insurrection,  was  soon  humbled  by 
Murat  Lannes  reduced  these  districts ;  while  Napoleon  made  a 
progress  through  Tortona,  Placenza,  Parma,  Reggio,  and  Modena — 
the  people  everN'^  herc  haih'ng  him  as  the  T-ihrrafor  of  Italy,  and  calling 
aloud  for  freedom  —  to  Bologna,  wlu  re  the  senators  l»rought  out  their 
Golden  Book,  to  shew  him  the  names  of  his  ancestors  inscribed  among 
the  most  distinguished  of  their  nobles.  In  short,  the  march  of  the 
French  was  everj-w  here  a  triumphal  procession.  City  >ied  with  city  in 
doing  honour  to  the  victor,  and  in  testifying  the  enAusiastic  admiration 
which  every  class  professed  to  feel  for  his  extraordinary  genius  and  the 
moderation  of  his  c<mduct 

At  Ferrara,  which  was  one  of  the  pqpal  legations,  and  had  been 
occupied  by  Augerean,  a  Cardinal  was  taken  at  the  head  of  &ur 
hundred  men;  who, being  permitted  to  depart  on  his  parole,  sent  word 
shortly  afterwards,  when  summoned  to  return  to  head-quarters,  that 
the  Pope  had  absolved  him  from  his  engagement — an  assumption  of 
the  obsolete  powers  of  dispensatimi  which  created  considerable  mirth 
among  the  Republican  officers. 

The  Holy  Sec,  deprived  of  all  external  support,  and  seeing  the 
I     hopelessness  of  its  condition,  was  now  also  solicitous  for  peace.  An 
'     armistice  was  accordingly  grantt  (1,  under  which  the  Pope  was  to  pay 
twenty -one  million  francs  in  money,  to  give  up  a  hundred  of  the  finest 
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pictures  and  statues  in  the  galleries  of  the  Vatican,  and  to  surrender 
the  fertress  of  Ancona  to  the  IVench ;  irho  were  also  to  remain  in 
poacesaion  of  Fenam,  Bologna,  and  TJrbino. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Murat  Burpxised  Leghorn,  and  aeiied  English 
merchandise  there,  to  the  Talue  of  twelye  millions  of  francs.  It  had 
been  hoped  that  many  English  ships  would  have  been  likewise  taken 
in  the  port;  but  notice  of  the  intruded  visitation  had  been  received 
a  few  days  before,  and  they  had  all  set  sail  for  Corsica. 

The  citadel  of  Milan  surrendered  on  the  21)th  of  June,  and  imme- 
diately afterwards  Napoleon  returned  to  Mantua,  and  made  an  attempt 
to  surjmse  that  fortress;  but  failing  in  tins,  he  turned  his  anxious 
thoughts  towards  the  cloud  which  began  to  daiken  the  ironticr  of  the 
Tyrol. 

The  Austrian  government,  having  hecDme  dissatisfied  with  IJeaulieu, 
had  recently  recidled  him,  and  appointed  Melas  to  the  temponuy 
command,  till  Wurmser  could  arrive  from  the  Upper  Rhine  to  relieve 
Mantna,  and  proeecnte  die  vmt  with  more  vigour.  The  aged  Marshal, 
who  was  considered  the  best  general  in  the  Austrian  army,  had  been 
femished  with  thirty  thousand  men  from  the  army  of  the  Rhine; 
which,  added  to  those  sent  from  the  diffsrait  dependencies  of  die 
empire,  the  recruits  raised  by  the  General-in-chief  in  his  ]^rogress,  the 
remnant  of  Beanliea's  troops,  and  the  garrison  of  Mantua,  raised  the 
forces  at  his  command  on  rateiing  Italy  to  nearly  a  hundred  thousand  | 
men.  This  number,  compared  to  that  of  the  French  army,  which 
could  not  muster  above  thirty  thousand  men  under  arms,  appeared 
to  be  overwhelming :  and  it  is  certain  that  Napoleon  did  not  contem- 
plate the  fearful  odds  entirely  without  distrust.  He  Mas  for  the  first  j 
time  redueed  to  act  on  the  def(>nsive,  and  to  walcli  the  turn  of  events, 
instead  of  shaping  them.  The  drooping  s])irits  of  the  Austrian  part>' 
began  to  revive;  and  the  old  proverb  was  iu'-ultingly  repeated  to 
the  French,  that  "  Italy  was  the  tomb  of  the  (i.iul." 

Towards  the  end  of  July,  AV'urniscr  had  tixed  his  head-quarters  at 
IVent,  above  Lake  Garda ;  where  he  assembled  his  whole  army,  and 
prepared  to  take  die  field,  ffis  plan  fer  the  intended  campaign  was 
soon  unmasked.  He  divided  his  troops  into  three  bodies.  The  left, 
under  Melas,  was  ordered  to  decend  the  Adige,  and  drive  the  French 
from  Yeroma;  the  right,  under  Quasdonowich,  was  to  proceed  down 
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die  valley  of  Chiesa  to  Bresda,  and  tunung  the  rear  of  the  IVondi 
army  cat  off  its  retreat  to  Mflam ;  while  Wtmnser  hiinself«  vidi  the 
centre,  proposed  to  advance  by  the  Mindo,  and  raise  die  riege  cS 
Mantua, — which  city  he  considered  to  be  the  fixed  point  of  his 
adversary.  The  deflect  in  these  dispositions  was  precisely  that  Mliich 
had  led  to  the  first  reverses  of  Beaulieu.  The  different  divisions  of 
the  army  were  separated  without  a  possibility  of  supporting  or  coni- 
municating  witli  cacli  other ;  and  thus,  in  cfFect,  the  enemy  had  the 
option  of  acquirinq  a  local  superiority  at  any  siui^li'  point  of  concen- 
tration. Xapoh on  was  not  likely  to  overlook  this  blunder,  nor  to  fail 
I      in  drawing  advantage  iVoin  it. 

On  the  night  of  the  3 1st  oi"  July,  Bonaparte  ordere  d  that  the  siege  of 
Mantua  should  be  raised.  The  platforms  and  carriages  of  the  besieging 
train  were  therefive  bnmed,  the  powder  thrown  into  tlie  water,  die 
cannon  spiked,  and  the  shot  buried  in  die  tiendbes.  To  resolve  on 
this  sacrifice  reqnired  a  degree  of  courage  such  as  few  men  poaocss : 
but  with  Napoleon  all  secondary  olyjects  were  invariably  made  sub- 
servient to  his  main  purjiose.  The  abandmiment  of  the  Uockade  was 
so  sudden,  and  apparendy  so  un])remeditated,  that  Wurmser,  on 
arriving  at  Mantua,  found  strong  indications  of  a  precipitate  flight 
rather  than  a  deliberate  retreat.  It  was  the  wish  of  Bonaparte  that 
this  should  be  his  antagonist's  impression,  forming  as  it  did  an 
admirable  mask  for  the  designs  the  Ibrmer  had  speedily  to  reduce  to 
action. 

The  riglit  wing  of  the  rnnnv  was  already  cUV)oiK}ung  from  tlie 
mountains  ;  and  the  valk  ys  on  both  sides  of  the  lake  swarmed  with 
Austrian  troops.  Augereau  and  Massena,  leaving  their  rear-guards  at 
Borghetto  and  Fescbiera,  to  defend,  while  it  was  possible,  the  line  of 
die  Adige,  advanced  upon  Brescia.  Hie  division  of  D*AIlemagne 
rushed  onward  to  meet  D'Ocksay  at  Lonato ;  while  Soret  proceeded 
to  disengage  General  Gruieuz,  who  had  been  left  in  a  disadvantageous 
posidon  at  Salo.  At  Lonato  and  Sale  die  Anstrians  were  entirely 
rented;  and  Qnasdonowidi,  finding  himself  insulated  at  Bresda,  and 
concaving,  from  the  reports  of  his  scouts,  diat  the  whole  French  army 
was  advancii^  on  him  from  different  points,  retreated  vrith  all 
possible  haste  towards  his  old  quarters  in  the  T}'rol.  Generals 
D*£s|panois  and  Herbin  were  left  to  pursue  this  flying  column ;  and  on 

\  ■  •  
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the  2nd  of  Aui^iist,  Bonaparte,  witli  the  divisions  of  Augcreau  and 
Ma«8cna,  rctunicd  by  a  rapid  co\mter-nuu ch  to  the  Mincio,  to  rcjolu 
the  rear  guards  vvhidi  liad  been  left  there.  ITiese,  as  was  expected, 
had  been  compelled  to  retreat,  and  the  enemy  had  forced  the  river. 
The  port  of  Augereau  having  been  libaidMied  too  soon  and  in  dk- 
oidar,  Genonl  Valetle  wm  caibiered  in  pntenet  <tf  die  troops  fut 
niMondnct^a  me  couunple  of  want  of  gallantry  in  a  fVench  offieer 
aanri^g  nnder  N^loon.  Bfanena'a  rear-gnard  bad  readied  Lonato 
in  good  Older* 

Becoming  amdona  fiar  die  fiite  of  bia  ri(^t  wing,  WnmiBer  oxdeied 
lipteyand  Bayalltsch  to  effect  a  junction  vMh.  Quasdonowich;  whidi 
eoold  only  be  done  by  cutting  a  passage  through  the  divixions  of  Auge* 
lean  and  Massena.  Accordingly,  at  day -break  on  the  3rd,  the  Austrians 

advanced  iipon  I^nato.  and  after  a  vigorous  attack  overtlirew  tlic 
rear-guard  of  Maaacna,  noWj  in  conaequcnco  of  that  general  a  counter- 
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march,  become  the  van,  and  took  the  position.  In  their  anxiety  to  open 
a  communication  with  QuasdonoAnrh,  however,  the  Imperial  Generals 
had  extended  their  line  too  lUr  to  the  right  ;  and  thiis  wfukoncd  tlicir 
centre  so  greatly,  tliat  Masscna,  who  saw  the  opportunity,  seized  it  for 
an  attack,  and  pouring  two  columns  upon  Lonato  broke  the  enemy's 
line,  and  retook  the  post  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  ITie  Austrians, 
finding  their  line  cut  asunder,  were  stricken  with  terror  and  dismay. 
The  right  attempted  to  push  forward  and  join  Qnasdonowich;  Irat  wore 
met  by  Soret  retuming  from  Salo,  and  the  greater  portian  snrrendeied. 
The  lefty  under  liptay,  was  attadced  1^  Angerean,  and,  being  dxireD 
from  Gaatiglume  with  much  danghter,  fled  in  inextricable  confndon  in 
ereiy  directson  that  seemed  for  the  moment  to  offer  a  dumce  of  escape. 

Junoty  who  had  attained  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General,  and  Aide- 
de-camp  to  Napoleon,  greatly  distinguished  himself  at  the  battle  of 
T.onato.  Being  ordered  with  the  company  of  Guidee  to  pursue  the 
Austrian  cavalry,  he  overtook  a  i^^ent  of  Hussaia,  and  making  a 


detour,  to  avoid  charging  in  their  rear,  took  them  in  front,  wonndt  <1 
the  colonel,  whom  he  souglit  to  make  prisoner,  and  at  length,  alter 
bi  ing  surrounded,  and  killing  six  of  the  enemy  with  his  own  hand, 
fell  covered  with  sabre  cut«,  and  was  thrown  into  a  ditch  for  dead. 
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It » inqpoMiblc  to  imagine  any  discomfiture  and  disarray  of  an  army 
to  exceed  that  of  the  Austrians  aiu  r  the^e  defeats.  Several  thousand 
soldiers  wandered  about  in  d*.-tuclied  bauds,  among  the  mountttilMy  tad 

through  the  valleys,  unable,  from  their  itrnorancc  of  tlic  language  of  the 
countr\%  to  obtain  any  intelligence,  ami  therefore  uncertjiiu  of  the  fate 
of  their  comrades  iuid  coniniandi  rs,  tor  several  days  ;  while  m  hole 
battalions,  overwhebned  with  appic  hension,  and  beginning  to  entvrtain 
a  8ui)erstitious  niiiigi^ing  as  to  their  enemy's  power  und  ubic^uity,  laid 
down  their  arms. 

A  remarkable  instance  of  the  mat  of  oonfidenoe  and  the  proetratSon 
of  spirit,  which  eontintted  bad  fintune  had  produced  among  die 
Auitrians,  oocnrred  in  the  aAwnoon  of  die  4th.  Four  m  five  thousand 
gtnggleny  aaadous  to  find  means  cS  reaching  Mantua,  arrived  about 
five  o'clock  at  Looato,  and  learned  diat  the  plaoe  was  occupied  hy  not 
more  than  twelve  hundred  French  troops.  The  Commander  of  the 
division  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  summon  the  town  to  siurender. 
Napoleon,  coming  from  Catiglione,  entered  Lonato  as  the  flag  was 
brau^  in.    With  the  presence  of  mind  which  seldom  forsook  him. 
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he  called  his  numerous  staff  around  him,  ordered  that  the  officer 
■hould  be  called  in  and  his  eyes  imhandaged,  in  tlie  midst  of  a  scene 
lesembling  the  state  and  biistle  of  the  head-quarters  of  a  Commander- 
in-chief.  **What  means  this  insolence?"  he  sternly  exclaimed. 
"  Do  you  presume  to  beard  the  Goncral-in-chiof  in  the  midst  of  his 
army  ?  I  ■will  hold  all  the  officers  of  your  division  responsible  for  this 
insult.  Begone — and  inform  those  who  sent  you,  that  unless  within 
eight  minutes  they  lay  do^Ti  their  arms,  I  promise  them  no  mercy," 
Tlie  Austrian,  recognising  Napoleon,  stammered  out  an  apology  and 
willulTew;  and  iHtiiin  the  given  time  die  whole  corps,  believing  they 
had  been  deoeived  respecting  the  number  of  the  French,  laid  down 
their  arms  to  disoorer,  when  too  late,  that  if  they  bad  need  the  least 
pmdence  or  precaution,  nodung  could  have  prevented  Napoleon  from 
becoming  Ibdr  prisoner. 

Wimmaer,  measnrhile,  had  been  occupied  at  Ibutoa  in  fimiahing 
supplies  to  die  garrison,  and  sending  troops  in  a  vain  pursrut  of 
Serrurier,  towards  Marcaria.  On  the  4th,  he  learned  the  defeat  of 
Quasdonowich,  and  the  total  destruction  of  the  divisions  sent  to  form 
a  junction  T^•ith  him ;  and  hastily  recalling  all  the  scattered  portions 
of  the  army  tliat  were  capable  of  being  collected,  he  immediately 
advanced  against  Castiglione ;  where  Napoleon  was  now  concentrating 
his  forces,  to  strike  a  decisive  blow  and  end  the  cajnj)aign. 

Before  day-Ught  on  the  5[h,  the  French  anny,  t-vvcnty  thousand 
strong,  occupied  the  height^i  ot  Castiglione.  Serrurier,  with  his 
division  of  five  thousand  men,  had  been  directed  to  march  all  night 
from  Mareana,  and  fidi  on  the  rear  of  Wuzmser's  left  at  dawn.  It  had 
been  concerted,  that  the  fixing  of  this  division  ahonld  be  the  signal 
figir  battle.  In  order  to  give  greater  eflfoct  to  the  attack,  the  French 
army  made  a  feint  of  retreating ;  but,  <m  the  report  of  the  first  guns 
of  the  corps  of  Serrurier  (who  being  ill  had  faia  place  anppKed  by 
General  Fiorella),  the  troops  suddenly  wheeled  roimd  and  advanced 
briskly  on  the  enemy.  The  little  hill  of  Medole,  in  the  nudst  of  the 
'  plain,  supported  Wurmser's  left,  and  formed  n  strong  position.  Ver- 
dicre  and  MiUTnont  were  ordered  to  take  it ;  and  at  the  first  charge 
the  gxms  were  deserted.  Massena  attacked  the  right,  Augereau  the 
centre,  and  Fiorella  the  left  tiank.  The  Austrians  were  completely 
routed;  their  head-quarters  were  surprised  by  the  cavalry,  and 
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Wiiniuer  himadf  naizoirly  escaped  bong  made  priaoner ;  and  nodiiiig 
but  the  excesnye  &f%ae  of  the  I^ench  troops  could  hare  sared  even 
a  wreck  of  that  immenae  army  which,  a  few  days  beferc,  had  descended 

to  the  plains  so  confidont  of  victory.  Wvnnser  fled  lieyond  the 
Miacio,  hoping  to  rally  his  troops  and  make  a  stand  there  :  but,  being 
pursued  by  the  French,  he  abandoned  post  after  post,  till  he  reached 
the  ilistant  towns  of  Rovercdo  and  Trent ;  when  the  exhausted  French 
soldiers  forsook  thr  chasr,  to  sock  an  interval  of  repose. 

In  the  battles  and  skirmishes  which  took  placf  between  the  iiOth 
of  July  and  the  12th  of  August,  "^^'urnl^(  r  lo'-t  fift(  <"ii  thou-^aud 
prisoners,  seventy  pieces  of  cannon,  nine  btund  of  colours,  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  killed  and  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  French  was  about 
seven  tkoaHOid  men.  Daring  Ae  first  seven  days  of  the  campaign, 
Nqwleon  had  never  taken  off  his  boots,  nor  slqit,  except  by  starts ; 
and  Ae  ezertfons  of  aU  the  oflkers  and  men  were  sneh  as  to  appear 
almost  hMsredilde.  The  result,  besidM  the  total  dticonifitnre  of  the 
Aiiatriana,  was  the  recovery  by  the  I^rendi  irf  all  the  positions  they 
had  lost  en  the  Adigc  and  the  Mincio ;  while  Wnrmser's  sole  achieve- 
ment, to  compensate  £ar  the  loss  of  all  his  artillery,  stores,  and  fiatj 
thousand  men,  was  ^  reinforcement  and  revictualling  of  Mantua. 

It  has  been  already  noticed,  that  the  prospect  of  French  reverses 
elicited  an  expression  of  feelint:  from  the  Italians  very  different  to  the 
admiration  and  attachment  previously  manifesK  d  for  the  Hepublican 
cause,     'ihc  few  days  that  elapsed  between  the  abandonment  of 
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ISIantua  and  the  battle  of  Castiglione,  has  been  aptly  termed  by 
Napoleon  himself  "  a  revelation."  At  Pavna,  Cremona,  Casal,  Mo- 
dena,  Ferrara,  and  Rome,  the  populace  insulted  the  French  wherever 
they  appeared ;  and  in  some  places  rose  in  arms  to  expel  them.  At 
Ferrara,  especially,  Cardinal  Mattei,  the  Archbishop,  incited  the 
citizens  to  revolt,  and  took  possession  of  the  citidel,  on  which  he 
hoisted  the  banner  of  the  Church.  The  Pope  also  sent  a  legate 
thither,  in  direct  violation  of  the  existing  armistice.  And  the  Venetian 
Senate,  conWnced  that  the  success  of  the  French  would  destroy  their 
oAvn  oligarchy,  secretly  assisted  the  Austrians  with  money  and  pro- 
visions. The  priests  throughout  the  country  openly  preached  a  crusade 
against  the  invaders,  whom  they  characterized  as  the  enemies  of  God 
and  of  justice,  no  less  than  of  national  and  individual  right.  Cartlinal 
!Mattei  alone  was  caUed  to  account  for  these  manifold  defections. 
After  the  defeat  of  Wurmser,  he  was  arrested;  and,  being  brought 
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into  the  presence  of  Napoleon,  expressed  his  contrition  and  humility 
by  the  single  word,  Peccavi.  The  General  had  no  leisure  to  make 
examples,  and  was  therefore  content  to  impose  on  him  a  three  months' 
penance  in  a  convent  at  Brescia.  But  though,  for  the  present,  all 
punishment  was  suspended^  the  conduct  which  had  merited  it  was  not 
forgotten. 

The  people  of  Ix)mbardy  had  remained  quiet  during  these  turmoils  ; 
and  at  Milan  had  e\'inced  an  active  adherence  to  the  French  interests, 
by  repressing  all  zeal  for  tlie  Imperial  troops :  a  circumstance  which 
exceedingly  gratified  Napoleon,  and  induced  him  to  write  to  the 
municipal  authorities  in  the  following  terms :  — "  ^\^len  the  French 
army  retreated,  and  the  partisans  of  Austria  considered  that  the  cause 
of  liberty  was  crushed,  you — though  you  knew  not  that  this  retreat 
was  merely  a  stratagem — still  proved  constant  in  your  attachment  to 
France  and  your  love  of  freedom.  You  have  thus  deserved  the 
esteem  of  the  French  nation.  Your  people  become  daily  more  worthy 
of  liberty,  and  will  shortly  appear  with  glory  on  the  theatre  of  the 
world.  Accept  the  assurance  of  my  satisfaction,  and  of  the  sincere 
wishes  of  the  French  people  to  see  you  free  and  happy."  Such 
approbation  drew  closer  the  ties  of  affection  and  sjTupathy  between  the 


soldiers  of  the  Republic  and  their  proselytes ;  and  gave  an  impetiis  to 
the  revolutionary  spirit,  which,  not>*-ithstanding  the  exertions  of  its 
opponents,  was  widely  spreading  through  every  pro>-ince  of  Italy. 


ROTBRBDO. 


Wurmsor,  after  all  his  losses,  was  able  to  muster  forty  thousand 
men  ;  so  that  his  army,  in  point  of  numbers,  was  still  superior  to  that 
of  Napoleon.  The  abatement  of  couraf^e  and  demoralization  of  the 
Austrian  army,  however,  and  the  increased  confidence  witli  wliich  such 
an  unimagincd  career  of  victory  had  inspired  the  French,  rendered  one 
battalion  of  the  latter,  in  the  opinion  of  competent  judges,  equal  to 
fiMur  of  die  UDmer.  But,  however  dilheerteiked  lik  troops  might  be, 
ibe  jfortitade  of  Wurmaer  hinudf  was  HTMihalreii.  A  rein£xroeiiieiit  of 
twenty  thooMuid  loldim  was  sent  from  Austria  to  enable  bim  once 
more  to  take  the  fidd.  At  the  head  of  ibirtjr  thousand  men  he 
marched  firam  Trent,  by  the  lower  Adige,  to  relieve  Mantua,  which 
had  been  again  invested  1^  ihe  IVendi;  ihough,  from  ihe  loas  of  their 
excelient  besieging  train,  the  operafaooa  c£  the  troops  were  now  limited 
to  those  of  a  blockade  —  so  strict,  however,  that  the  enemy  was  kept 
entirely  %rithin  the  walls.  Davidowich,  meanwhile,  was  left  with 
twenty-five  thousand  men  at  Roveredo,  in  charge  of  the  Tyrol :  where 
an  invasion  was  apprehended  from  ^foreau  and  Jourdan,  who  had 
made  their  way  into  the  heart  of  Cemiany,  by  the  banks  of  the  Rhine. 
This  separation  of  Wurmscr's  was  another  of  those  ill-adWsed  projects, 
of  the  error  of  which  it  seemed  nothing  could  conyince  the  Austrian 
chie&. 

Napoleon,  whose  army  had  been  recmited  with  eight  thousand 
troops  fipom  La  Vendue,  and  consequently  again  anumnted  to  diirty 
thoosand  men,  instantly  perceived  the  vantage  ground  afGnrded  him ; 
and,  snffering  Wnrmaer  to  advance  nnmolested  till  the  distance 
betwixt  him  and  Davidowich  was  too  great  to  permit  their  commn- 
nication  with  each  other,  he  thoa  collected  his  finces,  and  prepared 
for  a  deadly  spring  upon  the  Austrian  reserve.  Leaving  Kilmaine 
with  three  thousand  men  to  cover  the  blodcade  of  Mantua,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Yerona,  where,  dividing  his  army  on  both  banks  of  the 
Adige,  he  executed  a  march  upon  Roveredo,  of  such  celerity,  as  could 
only  have  been  rendered  credible  by  its  accomplishment. 

The  battle  of  Roveredo  commenced  at  day-break  on  the  4th  of 
September.  Before  approaching  the  town  it  was  nccessaiy  to  force  the 
stroncfly  entrendied  camp  of  Mori,  which  after  a  brave  defence  wa-^ 
effected  by  the  division  of  Vaubois ;  which  pushed  on,  after  tliis 
success,  in  the  direction  of  Trent.    General  Pigeon  with  the  vanguard 
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of  Miisscna  ovrrthrew  \\'ukassowich,  oiv  thu  lelt  bank  of  tlir  river,  and 
drove  liim  to  tlic  camp  of  St.  Mark.  A  desperate  attack  was  then 
made  upon  the  enemy's  main  body.  'Hio  resistauee  was  at  first  obsti- 
nate;  but  NapoUiou,  perceiving  some  wavering  among  tlie  Au.strians, 
ordered  General  Dubois  to  charge  with  five  hundred  husburs.  This 
moyement  Inoke  their  line.  The  hrove  Dubois,  however,  fell  mortally 
womided  with  three  bolletB,  at  the  nicHnimt  of  succen.  "  I  die  for  the 
Bq»ublic,**  he  exclaimed,  mmng  his  sword  above  his  head,  to  dieer 
his  men  onward;  "but  ere  life  leaves  me,  faring  me  word  diat  the 
victory  is  ours.**  The  IVench  soldiers  entered  the  town  intennixed 
with  the  enemy,  who  were  therefiare  unable  to  rally,  till  they  readied 
the  motintain-gtwge  beyond  Boveredo,  diroug^  which  the  Adige 
descends,  after  passing  Galliano.  The  entrance  to  this  defile  is 
very  narrow ;  and  the  brow  of  the  precipice  on  either  side  is 
strongly  fortified  and  mounted  with  artillen.':  but  nothing  couhl  resist 
tlie  impetuous  ardour  of  the  French  sohliers.  They  rushed  into 
the  pass,  sweeping  the  eavah-y,  artillery,  and  infantry  in  confusion 
before  them,  rarrieil  tlie  position  at  the  point  of  the  l)ayonot,  and 
utterly  routed  the  enemy.  The  fruit^^  of  the  victory  were  seven 
thousand  prisoners,  and  fifteen  pieces  of  cannon.  Davidowich  with 
the  wreck  of  his  army  fled  to  Lavisa,  beyond  Trent,  where,  being  j 
pursued  by  Vaubois,  he  was  again  defeated,  and  compelled  to  peiio- 
trate  deeper  into  the  passes  of  the  TyroL  I 

Wurmser,  sapponng  it  to  be  Bonaparte's  determination  to  advance 
dirongh  the  Tyrol  npon  Inspmck,  to  cfiect  a  junction  with  the  Army 
of  the  Bhine,  pushed  on  to  Mantua,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  cut  off 
the  French  retreat  through  Italy,  should  any  disaster  overtake  them 
in  their  new  field  of  cnteqirise.  It  was  not  Najvdron's  intention, 
however,  to  leave  his  work  unfinished :  and  he  had  much  to  do  before 
his  conquests  could  ho  safely  entrusted  to  the  keeping  of  the  slender 
garrisons  he  had  left  behind.  Contenting  liiniself,  therefore,  with 
publishing  a  proclamation  to  the  Tyrolese,  in  whic  h  hr  t  xhorli d  them 
to  receive  tlie  French  as  friends,  and  to  sei/c-  the  opportunity  to  free 
themselves  for  ever  from  the  dominion  of  Austria,  he  turned  once 
more  towards  the  plains  of  It^dy,  with  a  prospect  of  bi'ing  able  to 
annihilate  the  Imperial  army,  before  any  new  soooours  could  readi  it 
Wurmser,  as  if  in  defiance  of  experience  and  iate,  had  again  weakened 
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his  army  by  dividing  it ;  and  Bonaparte,  by  a  marcli  of  sixty  miles  in 
two  days,  through  a  difficidt  country,  at  a  bad  sea-son,  and  Mithout 
baggage  or  pro>isions,  returned  from  Trent  to  Primolano,  surprised 
and  defeated  the  Austrian  van  there ;  and,  being  now  entirely 
exhausted,  halted  for  the  night  at  the  village  of  Cismone.  Here,  half 
dead  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  the  Gencral-iu-chief  was  glad  to  psrtake 
with  a  priyate  soldier  a  ration  of  Ixread  finr  liia  mi|iper— a  CBtcmnitaiice 
of  friudi  die  soldier  lived  to  remind  him  afta  he  beeame  Emperar. 

On  the  next  day  Napoleon  advanced  to  Bmsbuo^  where  a  batde, 
with  the  same  result  as  all  that  had  preceded  it,  was  finight  on  Ihe  8di. 
Six  thousand  men  surrendered.  Quaadonowieh,  with  four  thousand 
others,  escaped  to  FruiH;  and  Wurmser,  who,  out  of  the  sixty  dura- 
sand  soldiers  with  whom  a  few  days  previously  he  had  quitted  l^rent, 
hud  but  sixteen  thousand  remaining,  w<is  looking  anxiously  in  every 
direction  for  the  means  of  crossing  the  Adige,  to  take  refuge,  as  a  last 
resort,  in  Mantua.  The  situation  of  the  ^larshal  was  the  most 
unhappy  and  critical  that  can  be  imagined.  Cut  off  from  all  communi- 
cation with  Germany,  the  flower  of  his  army  destroyed,  his  baggage 
and  artillery  l(»st,  and  the  rrench  manoeuvring  to  surround  him — 
nothing  but  a  mistake  could  have  saved  even  a  remnant  of  his  troops.  ! 
The  conunandiiig  officer  at  Lcgnano,  conceiving  that  the  attempt 
to  cross  the  river  would  be  made  at  Verona,  hastened  thither  with 
his  corps,  leaving  the  bridge  standing  at  the  position  he  had  quitted; 
and,  ctmsequently,  affinrding  the  Austxians  an  opportunity,  of  which 
they  availed  themsdves,  to  pass  diere  without  intemqiCimi.  After  a  ^ 
series  oi  skirmishes,  almost  miraculous  escapes,  and  diffimilriwi  of  die 
most  perplexing  and  harassing  description,  Wurmser  was  at  lengdL 
enabled  to  throw  himself  into  Mantua.  In  one  of  the  conflicts  of  this 
period,  Ni^leon  was  for  a  moment  surrounded  by  the  Austrians;  and 
had  only  time  to  turn  round  and  chq^  spurs  to  his  hone,  to  whose 
speed  he  owed  his  safety,  ere  Wurmser  arrived  on  the  ftpot.  The 
brave  veteran,  informed  by  an  aged  female  of  the  presence  imd  flight 
of  his  adversary,  sent  every  way  in  pursuit  of  himj  with  special 
directions,  however,  to  take  him  alive. 

The  last  stantl  made  by  the  Austrian  Cieuerid  w;is  immediately 
below  the  walls  of  Mantua,  in  the  suburb  of  St.  George.  Here,  on  the 
I5th  of  September,  after  immense  slaughter,  the  IVench  drove  die 
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enemy  into  the  citadel,  ami  sliortly  afterwarda  obtaining  poneanon  of 

all  the  causeways,  the  blorkado  was  once  more  complete. 

^\'ithout  ail  enemy  in  the  field,  the  French  army  now  sought  to 
recruit  their  energies,  depressed  with  so  many  fatigues  and  privations. 
Marmont  was  despatched  to  Paris  with  the  colours  and  stiuidards 
(twenty-two)  taken  during  the  hist  campaign  ;  Napoleon  repaired  to 
Milan,  to  assist  the  Comnussioners  of  the  Directory  in  framing  plans 
in  the  goreniinent  of  the  proposed  Italian  Republics;  and  his 
Genenb,  with  thdr  dmnou,  wnA  into  plearant  quartm  m  tlie 
mam  captured  towns  of  tiie  Lombard,  Venetian,  BoaMoi,  end 
l>ToleM  States. 

Hw  Anstiian  lGnitCere»  vbose  q^iiiit  waa  indunitaUe,  no  aooner 
learned  die  situation  of  Winrmser,  than  th^  prepared  anodier  powerful 
army  to  rescue  him,  and  retrieve  their  diagraoe  and  losses.  This  they 
•were  the  better  enabled  to  do,  in  consequence  of  the  defeat  of  the 
French  Anniea  of  the  Khine  and  the  Sambre  and  Mease,  which  had 
just  been  driven  out  of  Germany;  thus  rendering  the  frontier  capable 
of  being  defended  by  a  much  less  force  than  had  been  required  to 
oppose  the  advance  of  Jourdan  and  Moreau.  Forty-five  thousand 
men  were  accordingly  raised,  and  placed  under  the  command  of 
Marshal  Alvinzi.  a  veteran  of  high  re])utation.  Tliesc  troops  began  to 
assemble  at  Friuli  in  the  beginning  of  October.  Davidowich,  having 
filled  up  his  own  akdcton  regiments,  and  those  of  Quasdonowich, 
widk  recmits  fimn  among  the  bold  and  hardy  peasantry-  of  die  Tyrol, 
to  die  number  of  about  eighteen  thousand  men,  took  post  about  the 
same  time  abore  Trrat.  The  Sorer^gn  Footiff,  dated  with  these 
demonstrslions,  b^an  to  levy  troops,  and  i^gmn  to  empk^  his  spiritnsl 
powers  in  sid  of  dw  Austrians,  snd  to  disoourage  the  Frendi :  while 
Nqdes,  erer  vacillating  in  action,  but  always  unfavourable  in  send- 
ment  towards  the  Republic^  only  waited  an  op]>()rtunity  to  take  part, 
without  compromising  its  own  interests  too  deeply,  with  the  Im- 
perialists. 

Napoleon  in  vain  requested  additional  troops  from  Fraiuf  ;  nrL'ing, 
that  it  was  uttcrlv  impossible  for  the  small  army  then  ;it  hi^  di^pn^al, 
to  maintain  its  ground  against  tlic  whole  power  of  A\istria.  It  was 
not  in  his  nature,  however,  to  despair,  or  to  wait  for  asKitttance  which 
might  never  reach  him,  while  independent  resources  were  yet  at  his 
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command.  His  troops  were  in  good  condition,  well  fed,  dodied,  and 
paid;  elated  irith  the  prodigies  thej  Had  perfomned;  proud  of  their 
own  prowess,  and  confident  in  the  skill  and  good  fortune  of  their 
Leader.  The  adranoe  of  the  Austrians,  therefore,  was  rq^ded  hy  iSm 
soldiers  without  apprehinuBon,  and  merely  as  oflfering  a  higher  ground 
for  the  acquisitit)!!  of  glory;  though  these  sanguine  hopes  were  not 
generally  shared  by  the  officers.  The  population,  too,  of  the  Taxious 
States  occupied  by  the  French,  was  disposed  to  make  common  cause 
with  the  Republicans,  and  offered  to  furnish  the  Commander-in-chief 
with  sevcnU  volunteer  corps  to  keep  in  cheek  xhr  1(  vies  of  the  Pope. 

On  the  2nd  of  November,  Alvin/i  witli  fifty  tliousand  men  er()s<^ed 
the  Piave,  and  marelud  upon  Bassauo.  ^lasscna,  who  w;is  po.'-lcd 
there,  and  desired  to  avoid  a  battle  and  gain  time,  slowly  fell  back 
on  Vicenza;  where,  being  joined  hy  Napoleon  and  the  divisioa  <tf 
Augereau,  an  engagement  took  place  on  the  5th,  whidi  compelled 
the  AuBtxiana  to  rectOBS  the  Brenta:  hut  Ki^oleoB,  unaUe  to  take 
advantage  of  his  success,  cautiously  retreated  to  Verona.  Here  he 
arrived  in.  time  to  rally  die  diTision  of  Vanbola,  and  to  secure  the 
positions  of  Mootebaldo  and  Hivoli  from  filling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  The  corps  of  Yaubois,  having  been  attacked  Davidowich  at 
Trent,  had  been  driven  thence,  and  passed  the  stronghold  of  Calliano 
in  total  disorder.  At  Rivoli,  the  fjcneral-in-chief  re%'iewed  them. 
"Soldiers!"  he  exclaimed,  "you  have  dit<])leascd  me.  You  have 
shewn  neither  couragi>  nor  constancy  ;  but  have  yielded  positions, 
where  a  handful  of  men  might  have  defied  an  armv.  You  are  no 
longer  French  soldiers.  Let  it  be  written  on  tJieir  colours — *  Tlicy  no 
longer  form  part  of  the  Army  of  Italy.*"  This  severe  rebuke  affected 
the  sturdy  soldiers  to  tears.  A  gloomy  dlenoe  pervaded  the  ranks  for 
a  moment ;  hut  a  relenting  glance  was  observed  in  Napoleon's  eye, 
and  a  veteran  exclaimed;  "Generall  place  us  once  more  in  the  van; 
you  shall  dien  judge  whether  we  bdoog  to  the  Army  of  Italy."  This 
request  was  subsequently  complied  with ;  and,  during  the  remainder 
of  the  campaign,  no  regiments  were  more  distinguished  than  the  d9Ui 
and  the  85th. 

The  Tyrol,  and  aU  the  country  between  the  Brenta  and  the  Adige, 
was  now  in  the  occupation  of  Ah-inzi ;  who  forthi^'ith  took  up  a  posi- 
tion upon  the  heights  of  Caldiero,  on  the  left  bank  of  theAdige,  nearly 


Digitized  by  Google 


DISCON  i  KM. 


opposite  to  Verona.  An  attempt  was  made  on  the  12th  to  dislodge 
him;  but  the  strength  of  his  position,  his  superiority  in  numbers  and 
artillery,  and  the  torrents  of  rain  which  fell  during  the  day,  rendered 
the  effort  abortive :  and  Miussena,  after  losing  a  great  number  of  men, 
retired  again  to  tbe  camp  at  ^'erona.  Tbc  victory  in  this  instance 
belonged  to  the  Austrians ;  who  now  advancing  to  St.  Michel, 
threatened  tlu;  French  giurison,  iuid  rendered  the  bituation  of  the 
whole  army  extremely  precarious. 

Time  tevmm,  and  Ae  ddmeti  which  preTailed  among  die  troops, 
item  the  pestilentud  air  of  the  manhes,  and  the  comstaiit  bad  Weather, 
produced  considerable  inritatioii  and  ditc<mtent  The  addien  com- 
plained, that  in  die  recent  actimis,  the  number  of  die  enemy  had  been 
ae  three  to  one;  that  they  were 

Al?inn*s  army  ahoold  he  destroyed  like  its  papedecesaws,  of  which 
diere  seemed  little  prospect,  its  place  would  be  siqppUed  by  another 
of  equal  magnitude,  till  the  French,  worn  out  in  the  hopdess 
straggle,  and  deprived  of  honour,  must  finally  sink  beneath  over- 
whelming  numbers.  Napoleon,  to  counteract  these  desponding 
feelintrs,  caused  an  address  to  be  cuciilatcd  through  the  ranks.  "  \Vc 
have  but  one  more  effort  to  make,"  he  said,  "  and  Italy  is  ours.  The 
troops  of  Alvinzi,  though  more  numerous,  lu  c  half  recruits,  and  have 
not  tlie  valour  of  Frenchmen."  Words  of  cheerful  exhortation  were 
added;  and  the  spirit.s  of  the  men  were  re-animated  for  the  contest.  A 
singtdar  proof  of  the  enthusiasm  which  the  ardour  of  the  young  General 
was  capable  of  infusing  into  his  fidhvwcn  was  afforded  at  dns 
period.  The  ride  and  wounded,  who  had  been  left  atMilan, Faria, 
Lodi,  Bologna,  and  odier  places,  hearing  ni  die  disasters  whidi  had 
befidlen  their  comrades,  quitted  the  hospitals,  and  cam^  wld&  their 
wounds  sdn  bleeding,  to  join  the  ranks.  It  was  a  s^ght  to  impire  the 
veriest  coward* 

On  the  1 4th  of  NovemWr,  the  eamp  at  Verona  had  orders  to  get 
tinder  arms  by  nightfall ;  when,  leaving  fifteen  hundred  men  under 
Kilmaine  to  defiend  the  city,  with  orders  to  keep  the  gates  closed,  and 
to  suffer  no  communication  from  without,  Bonaparte  commenced  a 
retrograde  march  towards  Peschiera.  Tlie  deepest  silence  was  ohserved ; 
but  the  hour,  the  direction,  the  general  state  of  affairs,  all  indicated  a 
retreat;  and  whispered  forebodings  passed  among  the  men,  that  Italy 
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was  lost.  After  passing  a  short  distance  clown  the  road,  however,  the 
troops  were  suddenly  Avhcclcd  to  the  left,  ordered  to  march  down  the 
Adiufc,  before  daA\ia  reached  Ronco,  where  Andreossi  had  already  pre- 
pared a  bridge  for  their  passage,  and,  with  the  first  rays  of  morning 
on  the  l."5th,  found  themselves  at  the  lieadof  the  dvkes  of  Areola,  in  the 
enemy's  rear.  The  plan  of  the  Commander-in-chief  began  now  to  be 
understood.  Finding  himself  unable  to  storm  the  position  of  Alviud 
in  icoat,  he  bad  tamed  it,  and  brought  ihe  battle  to  afield  where  the 
brsrery  of  a  few  would  be  of  more  anoT  than  any  Btvengdi  denved 
firom  numbers.  Hopes  of  idctay  returned,  and  every  man  Towed  to 
raipass  his  fenner  deeds  in  <»rder  to  secure  it. 

The  nunasses,  which  spread  owt  the  country  about  Areola,  are 
traversed  fromBonoo  by  three  causeways  j  one  leading  towards  Venma, 
another  to  Villa  Nuova,  through  the  ^dllage  of  Areola,  and  the  third 
to  Alharedo.  These  roads  had  been  left  unguarded  by  the  Austrians, 
as  impracticable  for  military  operations — Alvinzi  contenting  himself 
with  ordering  them  to  be  visited  by  patrols  thrice  a  day.  Upon 
these  the  French  now  entered.  The  skirmi.shcrs  of  the  centre  column 
reached  the  bridge  of  Areola  unpcrceived,  about  five  in  the  moniing. 
With  such  secrcsy  and  celerity,  indeed,  had  the  whole  manoeuvre 
been  executed,  that  the  enemy  had  not  the  least  suspicion  of  a  move- 
ment till  the  two  battalions  of  Croats,  st^itioned  at  the  bridge  as  a  corps 
of  obserration,  received  a  volley  of  French  shot.  The  bridge  was 
defended  with  two  ^ees  of  cannon,  so  placed  as  to  enfilade  die 
causeway.  These  returned  the  fire  of  the  advancing  column  so  heavily, 
that  die  leading  files  fell  hastily  back.  Alvina,  being  infemned  cf  this 
attack,  treated  it  at  first  as  a  mere  affiur  of  ligiht  troops;  but  as  die 
day  advanoed,  he  could  peroeive  from  die  hdghta  of  Caldiero  and  the 
neighbouring  steeples,  that  die  French  were  in  force  upon  all  die 
dykes:  yet  still,  he  could  not  bdieve  that  Napoleon  had  quitted 
Verona,  to  trust  the  fate  of  his  army  to  that  wilderness  of  morasses. 
He  ordered  a  division  to  advance,  however,  upon  each  of  the  caase- 
ways,  and  to  drive  all  they  might  encounter  into  the  river.  Masscna, 
who  commanded  the  column  upon  the  left  dyke,  suffered  his  opponents 
to  advance  for  some  distance;  then,  charging  furiously,  broke  their 
ranks,  and  took  a  groat  number  of  prisoners. 

To  be  able  to  debouch  upon  the  enemy's  rear,  it  was  necessary  to 
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gain  poesession  of  Aicola ;  and  every  nerve  was  aocordingly  stidned 
to  accomplish  this  object:  but  the  firing  was  inrossant,  and  the 
troops  were  iin:i1)le  to  sustain  it.  As  a  lust  effort.  Napoleon  seized  a 
stamlard,  rushed  upon  the  bridge,  and  planted  it  there,  amid  a  storm 
of  hullets.  The  grenadiers  who  followed  him  had  half  cleared  the 
bridge,  when  a  fresh  body  of  Au-stiians  arrived,  and  the  fire  flashed 
with  redoubled  fierceness.  Tlie  rear  of  the  French  column  fell 
back,  and  tliose  in  front,  finding  themselves  unsupported,  also  gave 
way:  but  no  consideration  of  their  o\m  danger  could  make  them 
abandon  their  General.  They  seized  him  by  the  arms,  the  hair,  and 
^fce  dothcs,  and  dragged  him  from  the  bridge  through  heaps  of  dead 
and  dying — tlu-ough  a  tempest  of  fire  and  smoke.  In  the  oonfusion  d 
ihe  moment,  Napoleon  was  pushed  off  the  causeway  into  the  morass, 
where  he  sank  to  the  middle.  The  Austrian  sddiers  were  already 
between  him  and  his  men;  but  the  latter  instantly  missed  their  chief. 
A  wild  cry  arose« "  Forward,  to  save  the  General!*'  A  rush  wasmade 
towards  the  bridge — impetuous — irresistible.  Another  party  phmged 


into  the  stream,  and,  wading  through,  attacked  the  enemy  in  the 
rear,  and  threw  them  into  confusion.    Nothing  could  withstand  the 
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desperate  energj-  of  the  Frtnch  soldiers.  Napcdi  on,  when  rescued, 
again  hurried  across  the  brid<;e.  and  Arcohi  wa>  taken.  If  any  proof 
had  bien  needed  of  the  devotion  of  all  ranks  »)f  tlie  army  to  the 
Commander-in-chief,  that  day  would  have  amply  bupplied  it.  (iencrai 
Lannes,  who  had  been  recently  wounded,  and  was  still  sufiering,  had 

anumg  those  attracted  by  the  newsof  Alviiud's 
racoess;  and.  In  the  thickest  of  die  hatde^  seebg  Napolemi  in  danger, 
rushed  between  him  and  the  eneuj,  received  three  wounds  while 
coyering  his  body,  and  neror  quitted  his  ride  again  till  the  battle  was 
closed.  Muiron,  whose  gallantly  at  Tonlon  had  first  recommended 
him  to  Bonaparte,  and  who  was  now  his  aide-de-camp,  seeing  a  bomb 
about  to  explode,  threw  himself  between  it  and  the  General,  and  thus 
saved  the  life  of  the  latter  by  the  sacrifice  of  his  own. 

Alvinri,  conscious  of  the  danger  of  his  position  with  so  large  a  body 
of  the  enemy  in  his  rear,  h;istcned  to  abandon  Caldicro,  and  passed  to 
the  firm  j^round  on  the  opposite  >ide  of  the  Alj>on.  This  movement 
deprived  the  victory  of  most  of  its  importance.  .'Vrcola,  instead  of  being 
in  the  .\ustrians'  rear,  ,is  in  the  morning,  was  now  merely  an  inter- 
mediate post  between  the  two  armies.  A  great  number  of  prisoners, 
however,  and  many  trophies,  were  brought  iu  by  the  French,  wliich 
rerived  the  courage  of  both  ofiBccrs  and  men;  while  terror  of  the  name 
of  Bonaparte  was  stricken  deeper  Into  llie  breasts  of  the  Austrians. 

Davldowidi  had  been  sncoesafttlly  engaged  with  the  corps  of 
Vanbois,  dmh^  the  same  day,  at  BirolL  Napoleon  feared  that  he 
would  advance,  and,  by  raising  the  blockade  of  Mantna,  rdieve 
Wurmaer,  and  cot  off  the  retxeat  of  the  French  iqwa  Milan.  At 
night,  thercfere,  he  evacuated  Areola,  and  fell  back  on  Rooco,  to  be 
ready,  if  necessary,  to  march  in  support  of  Vanbois  upon  the  corps  of 
Davidowich.  Numerous  watch-fires  and  strong  piquets  were  left  at 
the  village,  to  deceive  Alvinri  as  to  the  motions  of  the  army.  In  the 
course  of  the  night,  intelligence  was  received  from  Vaidjois  that  his 
jjosition  wa-s  se<  iire  for  at  least  another  day.  Bonap;u-te,  upon  this, 
prepared  to  re-occupy  .Areola  ;  but,  in  tlie  mean  tinu-,  Alvinzi  had 
<li*>covercd  the  refit  at  of  the  rrendi,  and  again  taken  posMs,ion  of 
the  place.  'I  he  coullict  wu^  as  well  subtiuncd  and  as  deadly  on  tliis 
day  as  on  the  preceding,  and  again  the  French  were  victors ;  but  with 
no  more  decirive  result:  finr  in  the  evening,  Napoleon,  firom  the  same 
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motives  which  actuated  him  on  the  15th,  repeated  the  same  retrograde  i 
movement.  | 

On  the  17th,  it  ha\'ing  been  ascertained  that  Davidowich  had  not 
yet  moved,  the  French  returned  at  daybreak  to  tlie  well-contested 
bridge.  The  battle  proceeded  as  on  the  two  previous  days;  till 
Napoleon,  by  a  stratagem,  gaye  it  a  deteimiiMte  ehaiaeter.  Hie  32lid 
regiment  was  placed  in  ambuscade  in  a  bed  of  wiHows  boxdering  the 
riTulet;  and,  upon  the  column  which  occupied  ihe  Areola  causeway 
fidling  bade,  it  rose  in  the  rear  of  the  pursuing  Austriaas,  fired  a 
-volley,  and  diazging  with  the  bayonet,  pushed  the  dense  corps  (ocn- 
sisting  of  about  three  thousand  Croats)  into  the  morass,  where  most 
of  them  perished.  Massena,  on  the  left,  after  various  changes  of 
fortune,  charged  at  the  head  of  his  di>'ision,  with  his  hat  on  the  point 
of  his  sword  for  a  standard,  and,  after  dreadful  canutge,  routed  the 
column  opposed  to  him. 


At  noon  Napoleon,  again  in  possession  of  Areola,  received  a  return 
of  the  prisoners ;  and,  after  calculating  the  losses  of  the  enemy,  he 
condnded  that  the  disparity  in  mmibem  of  iho  two  amies  had  been  to 
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far  reduced,  that  he  might  safely  leave  the  marshes,  and  encounter  his 
opponent  upon  the  plain.  He  accordingly  passed  the  Alpon,  and  at 
two  o'clock  was  in  line  of  battle  between  Arcohi  and  Lot:naiif),  with 
the  enemy  immediately  in  front.  For  an  liour  the  battle  raged  fiercely; 
Avhen,  perceiving  the  moment  of  lassitude  when  the  best  and  bravest 
on  both  bides  would  willingly  have  been  in  their  tents,  Napoleon 
despatched  Colonel  Hercule  with  five-and-twenty  Guides,  and  four  or 
trumpets,  through  the  reedy  ewamp  to  the  eneay*B  left,  with 
otden  to**  Uow  lond  and  dti]|;e  fbiiotidyi'' and 
to  the  troops  whidi  had  airiTed  just  before  firma  the  ganiaon  of 
I<egnano^  to  attack  in  the  rear*  Iheae  moiraiientB  were  decuiye.  The 
Amtriana,  hnaginmg  lhat  the  whole  IVench  cavaby  waa  vpmi  ihem, 
took  to  flight,  and  were  chased  with  great  slaughter,  as  long  as 
daylight  permitted,  beyond  Montcbello,  on  the  road  to  Yicenza.  In 
these  three  dap,  the  loss  of  Napoleon  is  said  to  have  been  eight 
thousand,  and  tliat  of  tlie  Austrian?  eighteen  tlioxisand  men,  of  whom  ' 
sLx  thousand  were  taken  prisoners,  with  many  guns,  and  several  stands  I 
of  colours.  I 

In  tlie  course  of  the  ensuing  day,  Napoleon  visited  the  hospital, 
which  had  been  fitted  up  in  the  Convent  of  St.  Boniface,  at  \'illa- 
Nuova,  where,  among  four  or  five  himdred  dead  bodies,  many  of  them 
already  hi  a  atale  c£  deoompoailion,  he  dJboorered  two  wonnded 
aoUina,  who  had  hun  Aere  for  diree  daya*  nntended  and  without 
food.  The  dght  of  their  chief,  and  his  pranipt  attention  to  their 
wanti,  recaDed  Uiew  men  to  eadatenoe.  Such  inddents  aa  ihii  are  not 
mimpoiiant  to  those  who  aeek  die  canaea  of  die  fanUisnt  mihtaiy 
anoosas  of  Niqpoleon. 

Betoming  towards  Verona,  an  Austrian  staff-officer  was  taken,  who  | 
bore  despatches  from  Davidoadch  to  Alvinsi ;  from  which  it  was 
aaoertained  that  there  had  been  no  communication  between  the  two 
arraicft  for  three  days,  and  that  Davidowich  was  totally  ignorant  of  all 
that  had  happened,  \\  ithout  this  ex])lanation,  the  supinencss  of  that 
General  would  have  been  perfectly  unintelligible. 

It  would  be  difTuult  to  describe  the  iLsttuiishmcnt  and  joy  of  the 
citizenn  of  ^'erona  at  the  triumphant  return  of  the  army  by  the  right 
b.ink  ot'  the  Adige,  af\er  its  ominous  dep{u-tiu"e,  four  days  before,  by  tlie 
Milan  gate.  Again  were  the  French  masters  of  Italy :  ^Vlviiud  retired 
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to  Bassano ;  Davido^-ich,  on  learning  the  fiite  of  his  CoiniiMW*ler-in- 
chief,  hastened  back  to  Trent ;  and  Wurmser,  seeing  no  prospect  of 
being  speedily  extricated  from  Mantua,  put  his  troops  upOB  half- 
rations,  determined  to  hold  out  to  the  last  extremity. 

Two  months  elapsed  before  the  recommencement  of  hostilities.  The 
interval  \\as  employed  by  the  French  General,   in  erecting  those 
districts  which  had  exhibited  the  best  faith  towards  France,  and  the 
strongest  desire  to  free  themselves  from  the  thraldom  of  their  ancient 
masters,  into  independent  States.     Bologna,  Ferrara,  Beggio,  and 
Modenft  trare  omstitated  a  Bepnblic  under  the  name  of  the  Cispadane, 
from  their  situation  to  the  sonlli  of  the  Po;  and  the  provinoes  of 
Lombardy  a  Commonwealth*  called  the  TVanspadane;  both  of  irhich 
were  Asxtij  afterwards  muted  as  the  Cisal]^  Bepahlic.  Na- 
pdeon  has  been  taxed  widi  bad  fidth  in  <»:gamsing  diese  Italian 
States;  which,  it  is  alleged,  were  constructed  merely  to  serve  a 
temporary  purpose,  in  giving  the  Fr^ch  a  hold  on  the  fidelity  and 
serv-ices  of  the  Italians,  in  opposition  to  their  former  Austrian  lords,  ( 
and  in  order  to  alann  and  weaken  the  native  Princes  and  the  Pope.  i 
If  his  motives,  however,  may  be  judged  from  his  acts,  there  appears 
little  reason  to  question  his  sincerity,  or  to  doubt  that  his  object  was  i 
the  permanent  settlement  of  the  governments  which  he  assisted  to 
establish.     The  Constitutions  which  were  framed  under  his  eye  I 
partook  in  no  degree  o£  the  early  errors  of  the  French  Reyolution ;  | 
but  were  influenced  throughout  by  reason  and  moderation.  The 
nobles,  though  deprived  d  thmr  feudal  chums  and  titular  dignities, 
were  8nb|ected  to  no  inci^acities.    The  Church  was  but  slight^  | 
interfered  with,  and  tfiat  in  temporal  matters  abne;  and,  in  die  | 
administraticm  of  justice,  no  distinctions  or  disqualifications  were  | 
rec(^;ni8ed,  but  all  classes  were  held  to  be  equally  entitled  to  pro-  j 
tection  or  punishment.     Liberty  itself,  he  reminded  the  deputies, 
\\-ithout  obedience  to  the  law,  can  exist  in  name  only.    "  Never 
forrjet,"  he  added,  "  that  laws  arc  mere  nullities,  without  being  sup- 
ported and  enforced."    He  advised  that  attention  should  be  paid  to 
their  military  organization ;  and  congratulated  them  on  being  more 
fortunate  than  France,  in  arriving  at  freedom  without  passing  through 
the  ordeal  of  revolution. 

The  Italians  themselves  were  dehghted  witli  the  friuikness  of  the  ; 
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yonng  Cmquerar ;  and  regarded  him,  as  in  truth  he  was,  more  their 
own  countryman  than  a  Frenchman.  Tlieir  beautiful  language  was 
his  mother  tongue,  his  taste  had  been  formed  upon  their  literature ; 
and  even  his  exactions  afforded  proof  of  his  love  for  their  arts.  His 
popularity  wns  still  furtlicr  increased,  by  the  difference  of  tone  whieh 
he  used  in  speakin<^  of  their  relii^ion  and  ])riosthood,  to  that  adopted 
on  all  occasions  by  the  Directory  and  the  Jacobin  Generals.  He 
uniformly  treated  the  one  with  reverence,  the  other  witli  respect;  and 
insisted  on  the  same  conduct  being  observed  by  the  soldiers.  The 
policy  of  Napoleon  and  that  of  die  Durecfcoxy  was,  in  shwt,  so  disgimilar 
in  all  reqtects,  as  to  appear  to  proceed  from  two  distinct  gorenunenta. 
Perhaps,  indeed,  a  conscionsnesa  duit  it  did  so  in  realily  bad  already 
arisen.  At  all  erento,  the  utter  imbecili^  of  the  anthoritiefl  at  Paris, 
and  their  reddessness  with  regard  to  the  Army  of  Italy,  were  calculated 
to  inoduce  such  an  impression ;  and  to  lead  Napoleon  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  it  was  as  justifiable,  as  it  was  necessary,  for  him  to  act 
for  himself.  The  result  was  that  the  General,  and  not  the  Directory, 
was  regarded  as  arbiter  of  the  fate  of  Italy.  His  popularity  and 
power,  therefore,  though  in  the  midst  of  a  conquered  people,  need  not 
excite  surprise, 

ITic  Austrians  durinf^  this  interval  were  not  idle.  The  sj)irit  and 
patriotism  of  the  whcile  Empire  had  been  elfectuallv  roused  l)v  a 
threat  of  Napoleon,  Uiat  he  would  speedily  advance  into  the  heart  of 
Germany,  and  dictate  terms  of  peace  beneath  the  walls  of  Vienna. 
Numeroos  volunteer  corps,  embracing  persona  of  all  classes,  were 
everywhere  enrolled.  The  Capital  alone  famished  four  hattalionsj 
which  were  presented  by  die  Empress  with  a  banner  wrought  by  her 
own  hands.  And  the  peasantry  of  the  Tyrol,  the  best  marksmen  in 
Europe,  who  had  all  the  liberty  they  cared  for  under  didr  ancicut 
form  of  government,  and  who  were  easily  persuaded  that  their  pros- 
perity depended  upon  the  reconquest  of  Italy,  thronged  to  the  standard 
of  their  letial  Sovereign.  Another  vast  army  was  thus  collected  upon 
the  frontit  r.  to  try  a  fifth  struggle  for  the  mastery  of  Lombardy.  In 
the  beginning  of  January,  Alvin/i  foi:nd  himself  at  the  head  of 
upwards  of  seventy  thousand  men,  prep;u-ed  again  to  descend  to  the 
plains,  with  a  hope  of  tuniing  the  fortune  of  tlie  war. 

Napoleon,  who  had  not  received  more  than  six  thousand  men  to 
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replace  all  his  recent  losses,  proceeded  warily  in  arranging  liis  future 
operations.  He  disposed  his  anny  in  the  most  effective  manner,  to  f 
take  advantage  of  whatever  circumstances  might  arise.  Joubcrt,  with  i 
a  strong  division,  occupied  Montebilda^  Bivdi,  and  Corona,  tbe  latter 
post  being  corerod  wilh.  entzendunenta ;  General  Bey  was  at 
Deaensano ;  the  lakea  of  Garda,  Haggiore,  and  Como«  were  aecored 
Ijygun-boata;  Semirier  waa  left  at  Mantua  to  maintain  die  bloAade } 
and  Angereau  had  ordera  to  watch  die  line  of  dto  lower  Adige.  The 
reaerre,  under  Maaacna^  waa  oomcentrated  at  Venmai  whence  it 
might  be  marched  witih  the  greatest  rapdi^  to  any  pomt  choaen  by 
Alvinzi  for  his  main  attack.  The  Romagna  frontier  was  defended  by  a 
Lombard  legion,  gratefully  raised  by  the  Transpadane  Republic 

FreriooBly  to  his  descent,  the  Anatrian  General  despatched  a  tmslj 
agent  to  communicate  with  Wurmser:  be  was  arrested  as  a  spy, 
however,  while  passing  the  last  sentinel  of  the  blockading  army,  | 
Terror  induced  this  person  to  confess  that  he  had  swallowed  his  | 
instructions,  enclosed  in  a  ball  of  sealing-wax.    His  stomach  was  made  j 
to  surrender  its  contents  ;  and  a  small  letter,  written  in  a  minute  hand,  | 
and  signed  by  the  Emperor  himself,  was  found  ;  in  which  Wurmser  j 
was  commanded  not  to  capitulate,  but  to  lioUl  out  to  the  last  extremitv, 
in  expectation  of  relief;  and  if  compelled  to  abandon  Mantua,  to     |  ' 
accept  no  conditionB,  but  to  cut  hu  way  through  the  besieging  forces,     |  : 
and  put  lumadf  at  the  head  of  the  TtcptH  anny.    Immediate  I 
afterwards  die  Lnpeiial  troope  bogan  to  advance.  j 

On  the  7di  of  January,  Alvinzi,  at  die  head  of  fifty  diouaand  men,  ! 
removed  his  head-quarters  from  Bassano  to  Boveredo;  and  Frorera, 
with  a  division  twenty  thousand  strong,  proceeded  1^  die  lower  Ad%e  ^ 
I    to  Fadua.   The  usual  Austrian  ^nstem  fi>r  die  ensuing  campaign 

was  thus  developed.    These  fatal  double  plans  of  operation  seem 
;     indeed  to  have  become  articles  in  the  military  creed  of  the  Empire,  \ 
\     which  it  was  esteemed  better  to  fall  martyrs  in  upholding,  tlian  to  ' 
'     relinquish  and  Uve.     On  the  12th,  a  spirited  action  took  place  at  j 

St.  Michel ;  hut  not  of  such  a  kind  as  to  warrant  Napoleon  in  adopting  | 
!     a  decisive  course.    On  the  l.?th,  it  rained  all  day:  the  troops  were  J 
kept  under  arms ;  but  it  was  still  dou])tful  in  what  direction  they  ought 
to  march.    At  ten  that  evening,  despatches  arrive  d  from  Joubert,  who 
had  been  engaged  from  morning,  at  Corona,  with  numerous  forces  of 
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the  enemy;  and  who,  though  he  had  beaten  back  his  assailants,  had 
been  compelled  to  evacuate  his  position,  in  order  to  secure  the  heights 
of  Rivoli,  a  more  important  point,  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
Austrianjs.  This  intelligence  determined  Bonaparte.  The  troops 
were  instantly  put  in  motion,  with  orders  to  reach  Rivoli  before  day- 
break. 

Napoleon  arrived  at  this  post  about  two  in  the  morning.  As  the 
rain  had  ceased,  and  the  moon  shone  forth  vath  unclouded  splendour, 
he  ascended  the  heights  to  make  observations,  and  was  enabled  to  dis- 
tinguish, by  the  line  of  watch-fires  that  filled  the  valley,  reddening  the 
atmosphere  from  the  Adige  to  Lake  Garda,  that  Alvinzi's  troops  were 
dinded  into  fire  columns,  encamped  at  such  distances  from  each  other, 
that  they  could  not  be  united  for  efl!cctivc  operation  earlier  than  ten 
o'clock.    From  this  disposition,  it  seemed  evident  that  the  artillery  of 
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the  enemy  had  j»ot  yet  arrived  ;  and,  consequently,  than  an  immediate 
attack  would  be  so  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  French,  as  to  render 
victory  almost  certain.  Joubert,  who  had  already  evacuated  the  chapel 
of  St.  Maik,  on  jNlonte-Magnonc,  and  wiis  about  to  abandon  the 
plateau  of  Rivoli  when  Bonaparte  came  up,  was  ordered  immediately 
to  resume  his  position,  antl  to  drive  back  the  column  of  D'Ocksay, 
which  was  cautiously  following  his  retreat.  The  heights,  meauwliile, 
were  furnished  with  artillery,  and  everAthing  prepared  for  a  vigorous 
attack  at  dawn. 


-  ^ 


The  firing  commenced  with  a  regiment  of  Croats,  about  four  in  the 
•  morning  of  the  14th;  and  before  sun-rise  D'Ocksay'a  column  Avas 
repulsed  as  f;u-  as  the  middle  region  of  Monte- Magnone.  ITic  battle 
became  general  at  nine;  juid  the  left  of  the  French  was  shortly 
afterwai'ds  broken.  Napoleon  galloped  to  Massena's  division,  wliich 
having  marched  all  night  was  snatching  a  moment  of  rest  in  the  village 
of  llivoli.    He  had  but  to  speak,  when  they  started  into  action,  and 
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rushing  to  the  attack,  in  h>ss  tlian  half  an  hour  the  Aiistrlans  at  this 
point  were  put  to  flij;lit.  By  a  series  of  weU-timed  operations, 
skilfully  executed  by  the  various  generals,  and  backed  by  the  artillery 
from  the  heights,  the  enemy  was  cvcrpvhcrc  defeated.  One  move- 
ment of  the  Imperialists  might  have  produced  a  <lifferent  result,  had  it 
been  duly  executed.  A  division  under  Lusignan  had  been  sent  round 
to  outHank  the  French,  and  take  higher  ground  in  their  rear.  On 
arri>-ing  at  its  destination,  however,  this  corps  found  itself  insulated, 
and  had  no  alternative  but  to  lav  do\rn  its  arms.    The  mantcuvre  was 


admirable,  and  failed  only,  because,  as  Napoleon  said,  "  the  Austrians 
were  incapable  of  calculating  the  value  of  minutes."  During  this 
battle,  which  was  one  of  the  best  fought,  and  most  desperate  he  ever 
won,  the  Gcneral-in-chief  received  several  wounds  and  had  three 
horses  shot  under  him.    The  Austrians  lost,  besides  their  killed  and 


SKIRMISHES. 

voimded,  which  must  have  been  very  irameroiii,  UiiiiMii  1'hfliiiriBifl' 
prisonen  and  nine  pieces  of  cannon. 

Tlic  action  had  not  ceased,  ^\■hvu  Bonaparte  heard  that  Rovera  had 
passed  the  Adicrc  at  Anjjhiari.  and  was  in  full  march  upon  Mantua. 
Surrounded  by  jieril.  there  M  as  hut  an  instant  for  decision.  Tvcaving 
Masscna,  IMiirat,  and  .loubort  tn  complete  the  virtorv.  and  ptirsue 
Alvinzi,  Napoleon  instantly  set  off,  with  four  regiments,  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  Provera  i'lom  effecting  the  deli\ trance  of  A\'urniser,  or  an 
entrance  for  his  own  troops  into  tlie  beleaguered  eitv.  It  was  three 
in  the  afternoon  when  the  French  battalbns  quitted  the  heights  of 
Bivoli.  They  had  then  forty  miles  to  go»  and  the  roads  were  flooded, 
and  like  a  morass ;  but,  by  marching  all  night  and  all  next  day,  they 
arrived  before  Mantoa  nearly  as  soon  as  the  Anstrians,  who  had  noi 
advanced  without  molestation:  Augereau,  though  he  had  been  too 
late  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  river,  had  hmi^.'apqit 
their  rear,  and  interrupted  their  progress.  At  the  brid-e  of  Am^^Jari 
he  took  fifteen  bundled  prisoners :  and  several  skirmishes  ensued 
during  the  subsequent  march,  in  all  of  which  tm»r  ^  lewrtvit^iis^ 
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gained.  In  one,  a  eokmel  of  German  Huasan  presenting  himself 
before  a  squadron  of  the  9th  dragoons,  with  a  braggart  air,  caUed  i 
upon  the  latter  to  surrender:  **  Witli  our  lives  only,"  cried  Duvivier, 
their  commandant.  The  troops  on  either  side  halted ;  and  tlie  two  ' 
chiefs,  after  exchanging  personal  defiance,  rushed  to  single  combat,  in 
tlie  manner  of  knights  of  the  aijcs  of  chivalry.  Hie  Austrian,  after 
being  wounded  by  the  sabre  of  his  antagonist,  ordered  his  men  to 
charge.  Tliey,  liowever,  pro\(.'d  as  uusucccssi'ul  as  their  leader,  and 
were  nearly  all  made  pri^um•rs. 

The  vanguard  of  Provera  presented  itself  at  the  lines  of  the  suburb 
of  St.  George  as  Napoleon  entered  Rovcrbello.  .^Vn.  attempt  was 
made  Co  rdiere  Ae  fortress  by  stratagem.  A  corpa  <tf  cavalry,  wearing 
white  doaks,  like  the  <rsk  French  regimoit  of  hmsari,  went  up  to  the 
barricade,  which  was  an  unfortified  field  entrenchment.  The  gate  was 
i^ened  without  tuspicion:  but  it  occurred  to  an  old  aefgeant,  who  was 
gatheriiig  wood  at  a  abort  distance  fiom  the  apot,  that  the  white  doalcs 
were  somewhat  too  new  foor  those  «S  Berdiim's  eoldieii,  whiek  had 
stood  the  wear  and  tear  of  three  ^'•**r**c*'*  ^®  communicated  hia 
doubts  to  a  drummer  near  him,  and  their  smpicions  agreeing,  they 
ran  to  the  suburb,  called  To  Anns!  and  closed  the  barrier.  The 
cavalry  came  up  at  full  gallop ;  but  it  was  too  late  :  instead  of  finding 
a  ready  admission,  they  were  fired  upon  with  grape-shot  from  the 
citadel,  and  compelled  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat. 

The  daimt'r  which  had  been  here  averted  shewed  tliat  the  utmost 
vigilance  wa-^  nr'rossarv.  'ITic  anxiety  of  Napoleon  was  so  great,  that 
notwithstanding  his  rt'(  t  ut  exertions  and  want  of  rest,  he  passed 
the  night  in  visiting  the  different  outpostu.  At  one  of  these,  he  is 
said  (on  the  authority  of  an  anonymous  memoir,  published  in  Paris 
during  the  Coosttlate,)  to  have  found  Uie  wearied  sentinel  asleep  at 
the  foot  of  a  tree.  The  General,  without  wakmg  him,  took  his  gun, 
and  for  some  time  performed  hia  duty;  when,  starting  from  hia 
Bbmberi,  the  grenadier  recognised  his  commander.  Overcome  faj 
teiror,  he  Arew  himself  vfoa  his  kneee  to  crave  forgiveness.  "  Your 
exhaustion,  my  friend,**  said  Napoleon,  **  is  excusable.  You  have 
fought  hard  and  marched  long;  but  a  momcht's  inattention  now 
might  niin  the  whole  armj.  Happening  to  be  awake,  I  have  kept 
walch  for  yoo.  Here  ia  your  musket.   You  must  be  moro  careful 
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for  the  iiitiire."  Tlus  anecdote  is  repeated  here,  became  it  lias  been 
related  by  Lockhart,  diough  somewhat  difiexentfy  to  the  French 
venum.  It  has,  howernr,  an  air  of  improbability.  Beflecting  on  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  a  Commander-in-chi^  ire  should  be  led 
to  stigmatise  such  connivance  at  a  breach  of  necessary  discipline  as  a 
participation  in  its  criminality. 

Provcrn,  in  the  meantime,  eontrivrd  to  send  a  boat  across  the  lake 
to  concf  I  t  measures  with  ^N'nrmser  lor  the  relief  of  the  garrison. 
Accordingly,  as  soon  as  it  was  daylight  on  the  IGth,  Wurmscr  made  a 
sortie  at  La  Favorita.  Napoleon,  during  the  night,  however,  had 
posted  General  Victor  witli  the  four  regiments  brought  from  Kivoli, 
so  as  to  prevent  a  junction  between  the  garrison  and  the  relieving 
army.  While  Semuier,  ther^bre,  with  the  Mocfcading  troops  was 
engaged  with  Wnxmsor,  Victor  attacked  the  division  of  From*. 
The  batde  was  obstinately  contested.  The  57th  demi>biigBde  here 
acquired  the  name  of  7MU!s.  Alone  it  nuihed  with  the  bayonet 
upon  the  Austrian  line,  bearing  back  ov  overthrowing  all  that  dared  to 
oppose  it.  The  confusion  wrought  in  the  ranks  of  Hae  enemy  by  die 
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intrepid  gallantry  of  this  brigadv,  rescmblocl  that  of  the  pan  of 
Ciilllano.  The  streets  and  avenues  leading  to  the  fortress  were 
choked  with  mingled  masses  of  eavalry,  infiintry,  and  artillcr}', 
trampling  on  and  destroying  each  otlier,  in  vain  efforts  to  escape.  At 
Irnijth,  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  f^arrisou  lun  ini,'  been  tb-i\en 
within  the  widls,  Provera,  being  surrounded  by  tlie  Frentli,  laid 
down  his  arms.  Six  thousand  prisoners,  including  three  generals, 
twelve  or  fifteen  colonels,  twenty  guns,  many  t>tandards  —  mnong 
which  w;w  that  presented  by  the  Empress  to  the  Volimtcei-s  of 
Vienna — a  large  quantity  of  baggage,  and  some  pontoon-trains,  con- 
stituted the  prises  of  the  day.  Of  all  Frorera's  troops,  about  two 
thousand  only  escaped  from  the  battle  of  La  Favozita. 

Nor  did  it  fiure  better  with  the  burger  army  cS  Alvinii.  He  was 
duued  throu^Kmt  the  15th,  and  large  bodies  of  his  troops  intercepted. 
Jottbert  mazched  on  TmA,  Murat  entered  die  l^iol,  Massena  took 
poBsesnon  of  Bassano^  and  Augereatt  of  Frerisa.  The  rout  and  dis> 
persion  of  the  Austrians  were  complete;  and  it  is  probable  that  few 
would  hare  escapedt  but  that  the  passes  of  th(<  Tyrol  were  blocked 
up  with  snow,  and  the  gxiides  were  less  willing  to  assist  the  French  in 
the  pursuit,  than  the  Austrians  in  retreating.  Of  the  hopeless  terror 
of  the  latter,  some  estimate  may  be  formed  from  the  fact,  that  about 
eighteen  hundred  Imperialists  surrendered  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  of 
their  opjwnents.  Kcne,  a  young  French  oliiccr,  in  possession  of  the 
village  of  Garda,  while  reconnoitring  near  his  post,  encountered  the 
headof  an  Austrian  column,  **  Ground  your  arms,**  cried  die  German 
commandant,  **  It  is  you  must  lay  down  yours,"  exdaimed  Ben^ 
with  the  utmost  confidence  and  composure.  "  Lay  down  your  arms !" 
was  echoed  by  all  the  French  soldiers,  whose  number  was  concealed 
by  a  turning  of  the  road ;  and  after  a  mementos  hesitatioii,  of  which 
Rcn£  promptly  took  advantage  to  threaten  a  charge  of  nat  thousand 
men,  tlie  whole  corps  surrendered! 

From  the  descent  of  Alvina,  not  ten  days  before,  the  Austrians  had 
lost  twenty-five  thousand  prisoners,  twenty-five  standards,  sixtj'  pieces 
of  rnnnon,  and  at  least  six  thousand  men  in  killed  and  WOUnded. 
Ik  ssirri  s  was  scut  m  ith  the  new  tr<)])hit  s  to  Paris. 

After  these  decisive  actions,  \\  urniscr  was  no  longer  in  a  condition 
to  maintain  the  defence  of  3lautua.     The  troops  had  long  been 
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put  upon  half  rations ;  and  all  the  horses  within  the  walls  had  been 
eaten.  This  Napoleon  knew,  Iroui  the  prisoners  taken  at  La  Fa- 
Torita.  The  garriaon  was,  tberefinre,  aimmioiied  to  amxeiider;  but 
the  high-spirited  Maiahal  answered,  that  he  had  iwovisions  for  a 
twdvemonth.  This  pardonable  vaunt  oonld  be  sustainedj  however, 
but  fiur  a  few  days;  at  the  end  of  which  he  sent  his  duef  aide-de-camp. 
General  Elenau,  to  the  head-quaitm  of  Semirier,  with  proposals  (or 
capitulation.  The  usual,  but  peifectlj  understood,  artifices  of  such 
occasions  were  employed.  The  envoy  spoke  of  the  great  resources  of 
his  chief,  and  the  power  he  still  possessed  to  protract  the  siege,  unless 
honourable  terms  were  granted.  The  inter>'iew  took  place  in  a  tent  at 
Rovcrbclla.  A  French  officer  avus  present  during  the  conference, 
sitting  unobserved  in  a  corner,  wrapped  in  his  military  cloak.  As  the 
discussion  proceeded,  he  came  to  the  table,  and  taking  a  pen,  employed 
himself  in  wiritiug  marginal  notes  on  the  paper  containing  the  Austrian 


proposals.    At  lengthy  turning  to  Kleaau,  who  in  all  hkdihood  had 

taken  him  for  a  mere  camp  secretin y.  he  said:  ** These  are  the  con- 
ditions I  am  willing  to  grant  the  Marshal,  whose  age,  bravery,  and 
misfortunes  idike  deserve  an  honourable  eapitidation.  He  may  have 
them  to-morrow;  or,  if  he  delay  a  week,  or  a  month,  no  worse  shall 
be  oifcred  to  him.    Tell  him,  meanwhile,  that  General  Bonaparte  is 
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about  to  pan  die  Po  and  naxcb  on  Borne.*'  Surpriied  to  find  lunwelf 
in  tiie  piesenoe  of  the  GeneFal-in-ehiefj  and  pleased  vitli  die  liberal 
terms  ofTercd,  Klenau  frankly  avowed  that  the  garrison  had  not 

provisions  for  above  three  days. 

The  capitulation  was  forthwith  signed:  and  on  the  2nd  of  l\  hniary, 
Wurmscr,  with  his  garrison  of  t^^  oiity  thousand  men,  marched  out  of 
^lantuii.  Napoleon,  Avith  a  fi'i-lint^  of  noble-minded  delicacy,  wiih- 
flrrw  from  the  bumillating  spectacle,  and  went  to  llolo^na ;  leaving 
SerruriiT  to  receive  tbe  a<;(  d  Marshal's  sword.  This  dignified 
self-denial  was  remarked  tliroui^hout  Enrnpe ;  and  has  been  ajitly 
compared  to  the  chivalroits  generosity  of  the  Black  rriucc,  towards  his 
royal  prisoner  King  John  of  France.  The  Directory,  in  reminding 
Napoleon  that  Wtmnser  was  an  emigrant  royalist,  bad  binted  at  a 
very  different  line  of  oondnct;  but  the  reply  of  the  young  General  ii 
of  a  piece  with  bis  actiims :  I  have  afiorded  the  Atistrian  com- 
mander/* said  be,  *'aucb  conations  as  were  doe  to  a  gallant,  bnt 
ttnibrtnnate  enemy,  inm  ibe  French  BepnUic**  Wunnser,  grateftil  { 

j  for  the  personal  as  well  as  public  favour  shewn  him,  sent,  a  few  days 
afterwards,  to  apprise  Napoleon  of  a  conspiracy  which  had  been 
formed  to  poison  him  in  tbe  Roman  States — a  notice  to  which 
Bonaparto  was  probably  indebted  for  his  Ufe. 

The  surrender  of  Mantua  placed  the  French  in  po<;«o<5«ion  of 
upwards  of  five  hundred  brass  cannon,  and  immense  military  stores  ; 
and  Augcrcau  wjis  sent  to  Paris  witli  >i\tv  stands  of  colours  for  the 

[      nin  ctorv.    'llie  exidtation  of  tlie  ]>oi)uUu:<>  on  sueb  an  occasion  needs 
no  do^cription  to  be  appre(  iated  by  those  who  have  ever  witiu^ssed  the  i 
rejoicings  of  a  whole  i>coplc,  for  a  victory  wliich  was  thought  to 

I    redound  to  the  national  gbry. 

I       Hie  Anstriaas  bmig  now  wboUy  expelled  from  Italy,  Napoleon 
bad  leisure  to  turn  upon  tbe  Pope;  who,  relying  on  the  success  of 
I    die  German  armies,  and  bdng  somewhat  banbly  dealt  with  by  tbe 
I    IVeneb  Directory,  bad  ventured  to  set  tbe  armistiee  of  Bologna  at 
i    defianee,  to  raise  bis  niStary  fiMrce  to  forty  thousand  men,  mid  to 
pteacb  a  holy  war  against  the  French,  as  foreigners,  heretics,  and 
!     invaders.     Immediately  after  the  battle  of  T,i   Favorita,  General 
Victor,  witli  four  thousand  infantry  and  six  hundred  horse,  had  been 
despatched  to  Bologna,  to  join  an  Italian  division  of  about  the  same 
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AUttlier,  commanded  by  La  IIoz.  The  kead-quarters  of  these  txoops 
was  now  fixed  at  Imola ;  a  little  in  advance  of  which,  a  Papal  army, 
of  about  eight  thousand  men,  lay  encamped,  to  dispute  the  passage 
of  the  liver  Senio.  This  force,  which  wiis  headed  by  Cardinal  Busca, 
the  lloman  Sct  rctary  of  State,  was  but  little  calculated  to  oppose 
effective  resistance  to  the  progi  css  of  the  French  soldiers.  Tt  consisted 
of  but  a  few  regidar  troops,  intermingled  witli  undisciplined  peasants, 
collected  by  the  ringing  of  the  tocsin,  and  officered  by  monks,  who  ran 
tSmmgli  the  Enetiv^  cmdfixet  in  ^bek  Imdi,  eodiorting  the  men  to 
fight  bravely  for  thdr  country  and  tbdr  fiotb. 

Tbe  wbole  of  Bomagna  was  soon  in  a  atate  of  6natic  ddirium. 
Prayers,  proeeniona,  indnlgenoesj  and  even  miracles  were  resorted  to, 
to  sanctify  die  cause  of  the  Holy  See,  and  excite  tibe  people  agunst 
die  natixmal  enemies.  Napoleon,  to  alky  dua  ferment,  issaed  the 
following  proclamation: — "The  French  amy  wbidi  has  entered  Uie 
territory  of  the  Pope,  will  protect  the  religicm  and  people  of  the 
country.  The  Frendi  soldier  bears  in  one  hand  a  bayonet,  the  sure 
harbinger  of  victory;  and  with  the  other  offers  to  the  inhabitants 
of  every  town  and  village  in  his  march,  peace,  protection,  and 
security." 

A  foretaste  of  tlio  quality  of  their  antagonists  was  given  to  the 
Frencli  troops  at  Imola.  As  they  were  setting  guaixl,  on  the  evening 
previously  to  their  crossing  the  Senio,  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  by 
the  Lord  ("ardinal  to  tlie  ('mnniander-in-chicf,  with  a  declaration  that 
"  If  the  Frenc  li  army  continued  to  advance,  it  would  be  fired  upon." 
Tliis  threat  excited  much  laughter  among  those  whom  it  was  intended 
to  firighten :  a  polite  answer  was,  howeva,  returned,  to  the  eflfoct,  that 
"  The  IVendi  troops  did  not  wish  to  expose  themselves  to  the  thunders 
of  the  Cardinal,  and  were,  therefore,  about  to  take  up  their  quarters 
foT  the  night" 

At  iom  on  dm  following  morning,  the  cavaliy  ct  General  Lannes 
passed  the  river,  unobserved,  at  a  ford,  about  a  league  and  a  half  above 

the  position  of  the  Roman  troops ;  and  \\  as  enabled  to  attack  them  in 
the  rear,  while  his  infantry  crossed  the  bridge  and  ohaiged  in  front. 
The  enemy  was  routed,  leaving  their  ju-tillen*-  and  baggage  on  the  field. 
Four  or  five  hundred  men,  including  several  monks,  who  died  clasping 
the  cruciluc,  were  killed.    The  Cardinal- General  escaped.  Faeuza 
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was  carriod  by  assault  the  same  day,  but  saved  from  pillage  by  the 
presence  and  moderation  of  Napoleon.  The  prisoners  taken  here  and 
in  the  action  of  the  Senio  were  placed  together  in  the  garden  of  a 
convent,  ;ind  vij^ited  by  the  General-in-chief,  At  his  approach,  tliey 
threw  tliemHclvcs  on  their  knees,  and  earnestly  prayed  for  mercy:  a 
boon  which,  however,  they  had  not  been  taught  to  expect.  Bonaparte 
addrened  them  m  Italiaa;  ** I  am  like  fiiend/*  said  he,  "of  all  the 
people  of  Italy.  Ton  are  free.  Betnm  to  your  fiunSiet,  and  teU 
iheni  tiiat  die  cahmunated  IVench  are  ihe  fiieada  <^  religioii,  of  order» 
and  of  ihe  op^eaed.**  The  joy  of  the  aatomuhed  Italiana  wu  now 
as  excewire  as  their  apprehension  had  been  extreme.  On  the  dia- 
persion  of  these  pnmmm  into  ihag  different  pnDvineea,  a  better 
feeling  arose  among  the  people  towards  the  IWneh;  and  even  the 
priestSy  who  were  invariably  treated  with  kindness  and  respect,  b^an 
to  consider  that  it  was  not  to  their  interest  to  persevere  in  ejHating  a 
spirit  of  hatred  against  foes  so  little  at  enmity  with  them  in  essential 
matters. 

Homagna  was  soon  overrun,  (it  neral  CoUi,  who  had  formerly  led 
the  Sardinian  army,  and  was  now  Commander-in-chief  of  that  of  the 
Pope,  retired  from  Ancona  to  Loretto,  where,  being  j)ursu( d  and 
surrounded,  he  laid  down  his  arms  >\ithout  firing  a  shot.  At  this 
place,  when  it  was  known  that  the  citadel  had  surrendered,  the  towns- 
people fled  lor  refbge  to  the  ehnrdi  of  Madonna,  in  which  an  antique 
wooden  lotage  of  the  Vu^gin,  said  to  hare  been  of  celestial  worfanan- 
ahip,  was  exhibited,  in  the  act  of  shedding  tears  for  the  disasters  of  the 
oonntry.  This  paroved  n  sontce  of  considcvable  amusement  to  die 
French,  who  were  not  laog  in  discovering  the  machinexy  of  the 
miracle :  the  tears  consisted  of  a  string  of  glass  beads,  flowing  into  n 
concealed  ahrine,  which  could  onty  be  detected  on  closely  approaching 
the  statue, —  an  act  of  irreverence  strictly  prohibited  to  the  devotees. 
Among  the  trcasnres  of  the  Church  was  the  celebrated  C'asa  Santa, 
or  holy  house ;  in  which,  according  to  the  legend,  the  Virgin  Mary 
received  the  visit  of  the  angel  Gabriel,  and  wliicli.  on  the  conquest  of 
SjTia  by  the  Saracens,  was  transported  through  the  air  from  Nazareth 
to  Dalmatia,  and  thence  across  the  Adriatic  to  I.orctto.  To  sec  these 
wonders,  j)ilgrini.s  had  tlocked  for  ages  from  all  parts  of  Clurihtcndom  ; 
and  the  offerings  that  had  at  various  times  been  made  in  gold  and 
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jewels,  amounted  in  value  to  several  millions  of  francs.  Previously  to 
the  arrival  of  the  French,  these  riches  had  been  sent  to  Kome  :  still  the 
propcrt}'^  left,  and  appropriated  by  N:ipoleon  to  the  use  of  the  army, 
exceeded  a  million.  Tlic  ^ladonna  was  forwarded  to  Paris,  to  grace 
the  Museum ;  but  was  restored  at  the  date  of  the  first  Concordat,  and 
may  still  be  seen,  endoied  by  die  Com  SatUa,  m  her  onginal 
Mmctimy. 

Eveiywliere  it  wm  an  obgeet  witih  Napoleon,  by  genexou  treatment 
and  oouiteay,  to  disabnie  lihe  people  of  the  evil  reposte  wliieh  bad  been 
diateminated  respecting  bim.  Some  Erendi  recnsant  pnesti,  of  wbom 
eefenl  thonsinds  had  found  an  Bsybm,  m  die  Boman  States,  on  the 

proscription  of  Cbristiaiiily  by  the  Convention,  came  in  deq»air  to  the 
French  head-quartess  to  submit  to  their  fate.  Contrary  to  their 
ca^ectationa,  they  were  received  with  kindness,  and  dismissed  with 
presents  and  promises  of  protection ;  and  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  the 
General  issued  a  proclamation,  commanding!:  the  army  to  treat  them 
as  friends  and  countrymen ;  and  desiring  the  bi.shops,  ecclesiastical 
chapters,  and  conventual  bodies,  as  they  valued  his  friendship,  to 
supply  them  freely  with  the  means  of  subsistence  and  comfort. 

An  indirect  menace  was  about  this  time  held  out  hj  the  Court  of 
Naples,  in  older  to  deter  the  Frendi  from  advancing  <m  Ae  Ebly 
City.  Fiinoe  PSgnatelli^  vpfao  attended  the  camp  of  Boniqparte  in  die 
double  capadtf  of  NeapoiUtan  miniater  and  apy,  obtained  an  interview 
with  die  Commander-in-chief,  and,  aasunung  an  air  of  great  myateiy, 
ahewed  him  a  letter  firom  the  Queen  <^  the  Two  Sicilies,  proposing  to 
inarch  an  army  of  thirty  thousand  men  to  protect  die  PontLff.  "  It  is 
well;"  said  Napoleon,  "I  will  repay  your  confidence  with  its  like." 
The  portfolio  of  papers  relating  to  the  affairs  of  Naples  was  brought  in, 
and  a  despatch,  dated  in  the  preceding  November,  handed  to  the 
Prince,  in  which  the  contemplated  movement  was  not  only  antici- 
pated, but  a  proN-i-sion  made  for  marching  twenty-five  thousand  men 
to  the  capital  of  Naples,  and  driving  the  king  to  his  island  of  Sicily, 
if  it  ahoald  be  attempted.  Pignatelli  was  aatiaied;  and  die  project  of 
anned  intei&ienoe  was  heard  of  no  more. 

The  panic,  wludi  die  news  of  Bnaca's  ffigbt  and  CoHPs  soirender 
had  occasioned  in  Rome,  resembled  the  days  of  AlaiiCi  The  armed 
peasantry  throughout  the  country  concealed  dieir  muskets,  and  fled  in 
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straggling  groups  to  their  oalive  cottages :  and  even  the  Cardinals, 
who  should  at  least  have  set  an  example  of  fortitutlo,  began  to  prontle 
for  their  in(li\'idual  safetA-.  Horses  were  alrradv  harnessed  to  the 
state  carriages  of  some  of  them,  when  the  Gtntral  of  (he  monastic 
order  of  Camalduli  arrived  at  the  Vatican,  and  solicited  ;ui  interview 
with  his  Holiness.  This  ecclesiastic  had  heen  charged  by  Napoleon, 
whom  he  had  encountered  at  Cesena,  to  inform  the  Pope  that  no 
personal  Tiolenoe  was  intended  him ;  and  that  he  had  only  to  send 
FleiiipoCentiitiM  to  TolentiBO  to  feeum  »  pennanait  peaoe  with  the 
BepuUie.  Tills  amunmce,  btcked  by  die  report  of  die  prieonen  iiho 
had  been  tet  aft  liberty  by  the  French  General,  allayed  the  fears  of  the 
Holy  Father,  and  induced  him  to  send  an  envoy  to  Bonaparte  to 
ansnge  preliniinariee. 

The  treaty  of  Tolentino  waa  signed  about  the  middle  of  February. 
The  principal  conditions  were : — The  renunciation  of  alliance  by  the 
Holy  Sec  with  all  powers  then  at  war  with  France ;  the  cession  in 
perpetuity  of  A>-ignon,  Mnth  its  demesnes ;  and  of  tlie  legations  of 
Ferrara,  Bologna,  and  Romagna ;  and  an  engagement  that  all  the 
stipxilations  of  the  pre>'ious  aniiistice,  vrith  respect  to  contributions  in 
money,  horses,  and  works  of  art,  should  be  strictly  performed. 

Pius  the  SijLth  thus  remained  nominal  master  of  liome;  and  the 
French  became  the  mnmm  of  die  ApoUo  di  Bdyidere,  of  Baphael's 
transfiguration,  and  of  many  odier  aadent  naaterpieces ;  beddea 
acquiring  a  large  addilioii  of  teniloiy,  and  ainch  treasure.  The 
DirecUiiyf  hmieveiy  weve  duplaued  that  eren  a  seinMaiice  of  leBipo" 
fd  pofwer  waa  left  to  n  eneniy  ao  eanty  vaaqniihed;  but  Nap<deoii» 
who  eeflainly  had  little  reason,  for  any  support  they  had  rendered 
him,  to  consult  the  inclinations  of  the  Directors^  had  now  begun  to  act 
Set  himBelf :  and  this,  be  it  added,  in  such  a  way  as  to  inspire  infinitely 
more  confidence  in  the  plain  dealing  and  honest  intentions  of  France, 
than  had  been  given  by  any  acts  of  the  more  legally  constituted 
authorities  of  tlic  Republic. 

I^eaving  General  Victor  to  attend  to  the  execution  of  the  Treaty, 
;uul  despatching  Junot,  who  had  now  recovered  from  his  wounds 
received  at  Lonato,  with  a  rei>i>cctful  letter  to  the  I'opc,  aUdrcs»ed 
M(ui  Iluly  Father — to  which  an  answer  was  speedily  returned, 
ulienfai  Ki^^oleoB  wm  ityled  Dmr  ftn— the  Commander-in-duef 
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returned  to  Mantua  to  prepare  for  aaajiag  the  war  9gujal^  Aiutzia 
into  the  Emperor's  hereditar)'  States. 

So  entire  had  been  the  subjugation  of  Italy,  that  it  soomcd  nnneces- 
par\'  to  nsp  much  precaution  against  any  latent  designs  which  might 
be  chorislied  by  its  rulers.  Venice  alone  was  in  a  condition  to  render 
eflfectual  sissistanco  to  the  enemies  of  France;  and  therefore  the  only 
power  distrusted  by  Napoleon,  or  the  intentions  of  which  he  deigned 
to  challenge.  The  Doge  had  for  some  time  been  raising  and  dis- 
ciplining new  levies,  and  liad  sunr  at  hia  dbpoaal  aa  mny  of  fifty 
thonaanil  men,  oonaiBtiBg  ekiefly  of  braTe,  hardy,  half-etviHied 
Sdaronian  mercenaries.  Bonaparte  demanded  the  reaaima  of  this 
eztraoidiiiazy  diapliqr;  tmd  was  anawered,  tihat  the  Senate  aonght  only 
to  T"«^"***"  a  per&ct  neolxali^.  Aware  of  the  jealouaf  with  whidi 
hia  cooquesta  had  been  r^axded  fay  diia  ancient  Bepublie,  and  of  the 
covert  assistance  her  government  had  rendered  to  the  Aiutrians, 
Napoleon  could  not  but  suspect  her  sincerity;  and  seized  the  occasion 
to  make  known  his  determination,  in  case  the  pacific  policy  which  had 
been  avowed  should  be  changed  in  his  absence.  "  Remain  neuter," 
he  said  to  the  envoy  ;  '*  but  see  that  your  neutrality  be  indeed 
impartial.  Things  that  might  have  been  forgiven  while  I  was  in  Italy, 
will  be  unpardonable  when  I  am  in  (Jermany.  If  any  insurrection 
occur  in  my  rear,  to  cut  off  my  communications  or  intercept  my 
detachments,  be  sure  that  I  will  take  ample  vengeance,  llie  same 
hour  that  «9di9»tB  the  treachery  of  Venice,  ahall  tenninatd  hit 
independence.*^  And  leat  this  declaration  ahoold  net  be  anfficient,  he 
placed  ten  thoaaand  men  in  gairiaoo,  to  act  aa  an  amy  of  obaervatioB 
and  defence,  in  the  several  towns  and  fartroasos  on  the  line  of  the 
Adige. 

TheFrenx&toelcthefieldin  thebeg^nnrngof  MardL  Areinfiaroe- 
ment  of  twenty  thoaaand  m«n,  fiom  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and 

Meuse,  under  the  command  of  General  Bemadotte,  having  been 
received  since  the  defeat  of  Alvinzj,  Napoleon  was  now  at  the  head 
of  fifty  thousand  troops,  exclusive  of  the  corps  of  observation  intended 
to  be  left  in  Italy.  With  this  army — the  largest  wliich  he  had  yet 
led — he  proceeded  to  the  frontier  of  tlie  Frioul ;  where  the  Austrians, 
once  more  recruited  to  sixty  thousand  men,  were  preparing  for  a 
sixth  campaign.    The  Archduke  Charles,  who,  by  the  defeat  of 
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Jourdaa  and  Morcau  upon  the  Khinc,  had  lately  acquired  the  highest 
renoHTi,  was  the  General  appointed  to  conduct  the  new  operations  of 
the  Imperialists:  a  commander  young  as  Napoleon,  of  <|;reat  talent, 
hi^h  spirited,  and  tlushed  >vith  the  success  with  which  his  military 
career  had  been  hitherto  attended. 

Bonaparte's  was  to  enter  CJermany  by  the  Carinthian  road,  and 
crossing  Carniola  and  8tyria,  reach  the  Simmering,  and  tlience  march 
upon  Vienna.  On  the  Ml  of  Marehy  die  Frendi  head^qiiaitnt  irere 
advanced  fiDom  Verona  to  Banano,  where  a  apiiit-itimng  addren  to 
the  amy  was  iieaed.  "Soldieial**  it  laid,"  the  Campaign  juit  ended 
has  given  yon  unperiahaUe  daima  to  die  gntitade  of  your  counby. 
Ton  have  been  victoriooa  in  finirteen  intdied  batdea,  and  aeventy 
actions.  You  have  taken  more  than  a  hundred  diousand  priaonexa, 
five  hundred  fidd-pieccs,  two  thousand  hea\y  guns,  and  four  pontoon 
traina.  The  contributions  levied  in  the  countxiea  which  you  have 
conquered,  have  fed,  maintained,  and  paid  the  army  during  the  whole 
campaign.  In  addition  to  tliis,  yo\i  have  sent  thii  ty  millions  of  francs 
to  the  Minister  of  Finance,  for  the  use  of  the  pubUc  trciusurv;  and 
have  enriched  the  national  musouju  w'ah  three  hundred  master-pieces 
of  the  .irts  of  ancient  and  modern  Ituly.  You  have  conquered  the 
fincbt  countries  in  Europe.  The  Transpadane  and  Cispadanc  Ko- 
pubUcs  are  indebted  to  you  fiur  eodatenoe.  The  French  flag  waves  for 
dw  fiiat  time  on  die  ahoraa  of  the  Adriatic,  opposite  to  Ifacedon, — the 
native  eonntry  of  Akacander, — and  within  twenty-finir  honxa*  aail  of 
her  ahorea.  Still  higher  diwtiniea  await  yon:  I  know  yon  will  not 
prove  nnworll^  of  them* 

Of  an  the  Ibea  diat  oonqpired  to  atiile  die  BepnUic  m  iti  Urdi,  dM 
Anatrian  Emperor  alone  remains  before  yon.  To  obtain  peace,  we 
must  teak  it  in  the  heart  of  his  hereditary  Statea.  Yon  will  diere  find 
•  brave  people,  whose  religion  and  customs  yon  will  respect,  and 
irhoao  property  you  will  hold  sacred.  Kemember,  that  it  is  liberty 
you  carry  to  the  brave  Hungarian  nation." 

The  corp'^  of  "Massona  was  the  first  to  cross  the  Piave.  The  division 
of  Lusisnian,  wliicli  had  luen  stationed  near  Feltre  to  dispute  the 
passage  of  the  river,  w  a-  Ix  atcn  on  tlie  l(Vth.  and  its  ( icncral  taken 
prisoner.  Scrruricr  and  Ciuieux,  on  the  l'2xh.  passed  the  same  stream 
at  Ospcdaletto ;  where,  the  current  being  strong,  and  the  water  deep. 


PAS8AOB  OP  THB  TAOLIAMBKTO. 


a  drummer  was  nearly  cngulphod.  Ho  was  rescued,  however,  by  a 
suttlcr's  %vifc,  who  swam  after  him  —  an  act  of  courage  which  was 
rewarded  by  Napoleon  with  the  gold  chain  fron\  his  neck.  On  the 
morning  of  the  1  Gth,  the  Austrian  iind  French  armies  confronted  each 
other  near  Yalrasona — the  former  being  drawn  up  on  the  left,  the 
latter  on  lihe  tight,  bank  of  the  TigBamento.  Bnnoe  Charles  bad 
dlspoaed  bia  artillery  and  riflemen  in  ancih  »  maimer  as  to  render  any 
attempt  to  poaa  die  rhrer  extremely  haaardooa ;  and  bb  oavafay  waa 
marabaUedin  two  Imea  iiiqpored  to  charge  any  troofw  that  migbt  rkk 
the  passage,  while  tfaey  ahoold  be  yet  in  the  ooofiuion  of  landing. 
Napoleon  had  recourse  to  aatratagem  to  disconcert  the  enemy's  ^ans. 
After  a  brief  and  ineffective  cannonade,  the  French  soldiers  ceased 
firing,  piled  their  arms,  and  formed  their  bivouacs.  The  Archduke, 
knowing  that  his  opponents  had  marched  all  night,  imagined  they 
were  taking  up  a  position,  and  therefore  with(h-ew  from  the  bank  of 
the  river  to  his  camp.  Two  hours  afterwards,  however,  when  all  had 
settled  into  profound  quiet,  the  French  suddenly  resiuned  their  arms, 
and  Ibnning  into  line,  hastened  to  the  bank  of  the  riirer,  plunged  in, 
and,  ere  tfae'astonished  Austzians  were  able  to  maike  any  diapositian  to 
oppose  them,  were  already  in  order  of  battle  on  the  left  bank.  The 
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firing  of  cannon  and  musketry  instantly  began ;  and  the  Austrian  cavalry 
made  several  brilliant  cbarjjcs  ;  but  the  French  soldiers  had  taken  their 
ground,  and  were  not  to  be  shaken.  After  two  or  three  hours'  fighting, 
the  Prince,  haWng  been  repulsed  at  every  jioint  of  attack,  and  finding 
his  flank  turned  by  a  French  division,  under  Dugua,  commenced  a 
retreat,  leaving  eight  pieces  of  cannon  and  some  prii>oners  upon  the 
field.  'DiB  F^ch,  rapidly  piu-suing  him,  stomed  Graditci^  where 
fire  duNMand  prisonen  wrae  taken ;  and,  pushing  onwards,  were  in 
die  oMUie  of  a  few  dayi  maatert  of  Palma-NnoTa,  Monte-IVdooiie, 
0«wSla,  Ttfeate,  and  Hnme,  on  Aebotders  of  the  Adriatic;  amdOiopo^ 
Pontehe,  Tarvia,  ViDach,  Caporetto,  and  Laybach,  among  ihe  nonn- 
I  taina.  On  die  31it,  Ni^oleon  entered  Gagenfnrt^  die  ci^ital  of 
I  Carmthia;  where  he  published  a  proclamation  to  the  inhalntatits, 
entreating  them  to  regard  die  French  as  Uberators  and  ficienda;  and 
to  lay  the  blame  of  the  war,  with  its  desolating  effects,  upon  the 
obstinacy  of  the  AuUc  Council  and  the  influence  of  English  gold. 

During  these  events,  a  succession  of  minor  operations  were  taking 
place  in  the  Tyrol,  whither  Joubcrt,  with  a  diWsion  of  about  twelve 
thousand  men,  had  been  sent  against  an  Austrian  army  of  nuich 
.     greater  strength,  imdcr  Generals  Kerpen  jmd  Laudon.    The  object  of 
this  operation  was  merely  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check  upon  the  Avisio. 
But,  after  the  batde  of  die  Tagliamento,  Jonbert  reod,Ted  orders  to 
•    attadc  the  corps  opposed  to  him,  and,  after  diiving  it  beyond  the 
i    Brenner,  to  march  by  die  Pndiental  into  Carinthia,  and  j<Mn  the  main 
I    ani7,  in  ita  advance  upon  Vienna.  These  direcdons  wece  prompdy 
!    and  ably  executed.  The  Avisio  was  passcdon  the  20th,  and  Kerpen 
'    defeated  widi  die  hiaa  of  seven  or  eight  thousand  prisonen:  while 
I^udon,  eeparated  from  the  scene  of  action  by  the  Adige,  was  com- 
^     peUed  to  rcDiain  totally  inactive.    Tlie  Adige  was  next  crossed,  the 
j     corps  of  Laudon  routed,  and  liolzano  tak(  lu    On  the  28th,  tlic  passes 
I     of  Inspruck  were  forced,  and  the  Austrians  being  repulsed  beyond 
the  Brcuncr,  Joubert  struck  into  the  I'utherstid  road,  and  in  a  few 
days  joined  the  Gcneral-in-chicf  with  twelve  thousand  men  at  Cla- 
gcnfurt. 

j        ITius,  in  seventeen  days,  two  new  armies,  with  new  generals,  had 
been  utterly  defeated ;  and  four  ])ruviuces,  with  the  two  only  ports  iu 

I    the  Anstdaa  dominions,  occupied  by  the  Fkcndi;  iHio  had  also  passed 
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tho  Save,  the  Drave,  and  the  Jidiau  and  Xoric  Alps,  and  been  victors 
in  ten  c  ngagcm(;nts.  Vieima  iUelf  was  bat  axty  leagues  from  Bona- 
parte's head-quarters. 

The  news  of  these  snceessive  disasters  caused  the  greatest  eon- 
stemation  in  the  Austrian  ta])itaL  Tlic  most  valuable  effects  of  its 
inhabitanUj  and  of  the  govcrmcnt,  together  with  all  public  papers  and 
documenta  of  importaiioe,  mte  packed  up  for  tnmpttrMkm  into 
Hungary,  The  Danube  was  covered  with  passage-boots,  freighted 
witb  the  nobility  and  die  wealth  of  the  natum.  Anumg  liioae  who 
were  thus  about  to  be  expatriated  was  die  AichdudieaB  Maria  Lodaa, 
die  tatam  Emprew  of  fihe  French— then  five  years  and  a  half  old. 
To  hdghiten  the  ocmfusion  and  insecority  of  the  period,  the  people 
began  to  manifest  a  spirit  of  discontent  against  the  ministers ;  who,  it 
was  complained,  though  entirely  witliout  the  means  of  arresting  the 
progress  of  the  French  aniia»  adopted  no  measures  ralcnlated  to  lead 
to  a  peace. 

The  situation  of  Bonaparte  was  not  without  difficulty  and  danger. 
On  entering  ( iermany.  hi'  liad  expertcd  the  co-operation  on  the  Rhine 
of  the  armies  of  Moreau  and  Hoche,  which,  it  had  been  arranged, 
should  open  the  campaign  at  the  sixmc  time  that  the  army  of  Italy 
crossed  the  Piave ;  and,  having  advanced  into  the  heart  of  Germany, 
all  the  troops  of  the  Repiiblic  were  to  unite  under  the  walls  of  Vienna. 
On  the  3l8t  of  March,  dcspatdies  from  Paris  announced  that  Napoleon 
must  rely  solely  on  his  own  strength  and  resources }  a  diversion  by  the 
armies  of  Germany  being  impracticable.  It  seemed  ihat  the  Directory 
had  resolved  to  sacrifice  die  best  interests  of  France,  together  widi  die 
bravest  of  her  troops,  radi^  than  entrust  die  command  of  sodi  a 
powerfiil  force  to  a  single  general ;  and  he  the  most  successful,  and 
suspected  to  be  most  amlntious  and  daring,  of  the  Republican  leaders. 
There  was  also  other  news  which  disturbed  the  Commander-in-chief. 
General  Laudon,  after  being  beaten  by  Joubert,  had  collected  the 
remains  of  his  division,  and,  descending  from  the  Tyrol  into  the  plains 
of  Italy,  spread  ever\"\vhere  a  report  that  the  French  had  been 
defeated;  that  the  .Vrcluluke  Cliarles  was  advancing,  at  the  head  of 
sixty  thousand  men,  to  reconquer  Louibardy ;  and  that  a  rising  of 
the  Venetian  States  would  put  a  period  to  French  domination.  The 
Senate  cf  Venice,  &tally  for  its  own  eodstence,  eagerly  caught  at  this 
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grateftd  intelfigeiice,  and  aaiisted  to  oxgaiiiM  a  secret  moTemenl; 
whidi  he&xe  loag  diq^lajed  ilsdf  in  Uood  and  maasacre.  The  vhole 
horison  was  douded;  and  Niq^leom  thought  that  hia  beat  ooune 
would  be,  if  poasibley  to  conclude  a  peace  with  the  Emperor.  Accord- 
ingly, two  hours  after  receiving  the  despatches  of  the  Directoiyf  he 
wrote  in  the  following  terms  to  Prince  Charles: — 

"  General -in-chief,  it  belongs  to  a  bravo  soldier,  while  he  makes 
war,  to  wish  for  peace.  Tlic  present  contest  has  lasted  six  years. 
Have  we  not  killed  men  enough,  and  inflicted  sufficient  evil  on  the 
human  race  Humanity  has  great  claims  upon  us.  Eiuopc  has  laid 
down  the  arms  she  assumed  against  the  French  Bepuhlic.  Your  nation 
abne  persereres;  yet  Uood  is  to  flow  more  coj^ously  than  ever. 
Fatal  ontena  attend  die  opening  of  Uiis  campa^.  But,  whatever 
may  be  its  issue,  some  thonsanda  of  men  must  £dl  on  each  side :  and, 
after  aD,  we  mnat  come  to  an  nnderstanding,  once  all  tliingB,  net 
excepting  vindicdTe  fedinga,  must  have  an  end.  .  .  .  Yon,  General, 
whose  birth  places  yon  so  near  the  throne,  and  above  tbe  petty  passions 
which  too  often  actuate  ministers  and  goTemments, — are  you  disposed 
to  merit  the  title  of  a  benefactor  to  mankind,  and  the  savioiu"  of 
Germany  ?  T)o  not  imagine,  Sir,  that  I  mean  to  deny  the  possibility 
of  sa^-ing  Germany  by  force  of  iutus  ;  but  even  supposing  the  chances  of 
war  should  become  favourable  to  you.  the  covmtry  would  nevertheless 
be  ravaged.  For  my  part,  if  the  overture  I  miike  you  be  the  means 
of  saving  the  life  of  a  single  man,  I  should  feel  prouder  of  the  civic 
crown  to  which  that  would  entitle  me,  than  of  all  tbe  melancholy  glory 
the  moat  distingniahed  military  snooesa  can  ccnfer. 

To  thia  the  AnSiduke,  on  the  2nd  of  April,  relied  aa  follows: — 
"  Unqnesticniabty,  General,  m  malting  war,  obediently  to  the  call  of 
honour  and  duty,  I  desire  aa  modi  aa  you  lUm  attainment  of  peace,  for 
the  sake  of  the  people  and  of  humanity.  Neverthdesa,  it  doea  not 
belong  to  me,  in  the  functions  with  which  I  am  entrusted,  to  enquire 
into  or  terminate  the  qnancl  of  the  belligerent  nations:  nor  am  I 
furnished  with  powers  to  treat  on  the  part  of  the  Emj)eror.  You  will 
not,  therefore,  consider  it  extraordinary  that  I  do  not  enter  into  any 
necroriation  with  you  ;  and  that  I  wait  for  s\iperior  orders  on  this 
important  subject,  which  is  not  wiiliin  my  province.  But  whatever 
may  be  the  future  chances  of  war,  or  whatever  hopes  of  peace  may 
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exist,  I  beg  70a  to  reit  amured  of  my  diitingiiiilied  omuidanftioii  and 
ottomi.** 

To  second  this  overt lue  for  negociation,  Napoleon  determined  to 
push  forward  towards  Vienna.     At  Fricsach,  the  rearguard  of  the 
enemy  was  beaten,  and  pxirsucd  thence  to  Ncumarck.    Here  the 
Prince  himself  had  taken  a  position  to  defend  the  passes ;  but,  after 
losing  three  thousand  men,  aud  exposing  himself  to  great  personal 
clanger,  he  relinquished  the  post  and  continued  his  retreat.    In  order 
to  gain  time,  however,  to  effect  a  jimctioii  whih  General  Eeipen,  who 
waa  adTancing  with  die  remnaiitof  hia  diviaioB  and  aome  recndta,  hy 
the  croM  roads  from  the  Tyrol,  the  Archduke  sent  a  flag  of  trace  to 
request  a  saspension  of  arms  finr  twenty-four  hours.    Guessing  his 
intention.  Napoleon  replied  that  they  might  fight  and  negociate  at  the  ' 
same  time.    AAor  sustaining  a  succession  of  disasters  at  Unzmarkt,  I 
Judenburgh,  and  Gratz,  the  Austriaas  no  longer  maintained  a  war  | 
of  posts  ;  but,  by  forced  marches  precipit^itcd  their  retreat,  resolving  j 
to  collect  the  remaining  strength  of  the  Empire,  and  fight  the  last  i 
battle  for  national  independence  before  the  gates  of  Vienna.  ! 

On  the  7th,  the  French  head  -  quarters  were  at  Lcoben,   where  | 
Generals  Bellegarde  and  ^lerfeld  presented  themselves  with  a  note  ' 
from  the  Emperor,  desiiing  an  armistice,  till  preliminaries  might  be 
arranged  for  a  definitive  peace.    This  was  granted  the  same  evening;  | 
and  a  series  of  subsequent  negodations  ended  in  the  provisional  trea^ 
of  Leoben,  which  was  signed  on  the  18th  of  April,  1797.   In  Aia  I 
treaty  the  Austrian  Commiasionears  had  set  down  as  the  first  article,  i 
that  the  Emperor  recognised  the  French  Bepubhc    "  Strike  that  j 
out/'  said  Napoleon ;  "  the  Bepublic  is  like  the  sun,  which  shines  by  I 
its  own  light :  none  but  the  blind  can  fiul  to  see  it.   We  are  our  own  j 
masters,  and  will  estabUsh  what  government  we  please,  without  the 
interference  of  any  person  whomsoever."  I 

The  Wnctian  outbreak,  to  which  prc^-ious  allusion  has  been 
made,  commenced  on  Easter  Sunday,  the  16th  of  April.  At  Verona  ' 
the  priests,  forgettiui^  their  mission  of  imivcrsal  peace  and  charity, 
openly  preached  to  the  people,  that  it  was  permitted,  and  even  i 
meritorious,  to  day  die  JacohinB.  The  tooain  waa  nmg,  and  dm  I 
rallying  cry  of  the  populace  was,  "  Death  to  the  IWadk !  **  On  , 
Monday,  four  hundred  of  the  aide  were  murdered  in  the  hoepitala.  Aft 
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Viccnza  and  Padua  the  French  were  assassinated  in  the  public  street*. 
At  Venice,  under  the  very  batteries  of  the  Lido,  the  crew  of  a  French 
vessel  was  murdered,  in  a  conjoint  attack  of  Venetians  and  Austrians. 
None  of  the  sailors  were  permitted  to  save  themselves.  A  boatswain, 
wounded  and  bleeding,  swam  towards  the  shore,  and  clung  to  a  beam 
projecting  from  the  harbour-castle.  The  commandant  of  the  fort 
chopped  off  the  unfortunate  man's  hand  with  an  axe.  The  Lion  of 
St.  Mark  arose  for  a  moment,  triumphant  and  terrible  ;  but  it  was  the 
conN-ulsive  energy  of  the  death-struggle.  "  I  know  of  but  one  course 
to  bo  taken,"  wrote  Bonaparte  to  the  Directory,  on  learning  these  facta 
from  Dc  Bourrienne,  who  joined  him  at  Leoben  on  the  19th;  "  it  is 
to  destroy  this  ferocious  and  sanguinary  oligarchy  —  to  erase  the 
Venetian  name  from  the  face  of  the  earth."  Then,  addressing  his 
secretary,  he  added,  "  Their  Republic  has  been !" 

Junot  was  forthwith  sent  with  a  letter  from  Napoleon,  which  he  was 
directed  to  read  aloud  to  the  assembled  Senate.  This  document  was 
couched  in  the  following  indignant  terms :  — "  The  number  of  your 
\-ictims  is  already  several  hundreds.  In  vain  do  you  affect  to  disavow 
tumults  instigated  by  yourselves.  Can  you  imagine  that,  after  carrying 
the  victorious  French  arms  into  the  heart  of  Germany,  I  shall  want 


-WAE  WITH  VBVICB. 

Strength  to  fixree  you  to  tespect  the  first  natkn  in  the  world?  Hie 
blood  of  TOY  brodiKn  in  arms  shall  be  avenged.  There  it  not  a 
single  IVendi  battalion,  which,  when  diaiged  irith  that  generons 
mission,  will  not  feel  thrice  the  courage  and  strength  necessary  for 
your  punishment. 

**  If  you  do  not  instantly  disperse  the  mobs  and  suppress  the 
tumults  within  your  territories,  —  if  you  do  not  at  once  arrest  and 
deliver  into  my  hands  the  authors  of  the  murders  which  have  been 
committed, — war  is  declared.  I  give  you  twenty-four  liours  for  com- 
pliance with  these  dcman<ls.  Should  you  render  war  necessary,  do 
not  imagine  that,  like  tlic  brigands  you  have  armed,  the  French 
soldier  will  ravage  the  fields  of  the  innocent  and  unfortunate  people 
of  the  Terra-finna.  No;  they  will  be  protected,  and  their  owners 
shall  bless  the  Crimea  that  hare  obliged  the  Ttettdtk  army  to  rdeaae 
ihem  from  yonr  ^ffannical  sway.** 

KewB  of  the  tme  stale  <tf  affidss  had  preceded  the  French  enToy. 
It  waa  already  known  in  Yenice,  tibat  General  Victor  waa  investing 
Verona;  that  Augereau,  having  returned  from  Paris,  was  marching 
towards  the  Lagune  with  a  strong  diN-ision ;  and  that  the  Archduke 
Charles,  having  shared  the  fate  of  Beaulieu,  of  TVurmser,  and  of 
Alvinzi,  Austria  had  been  compelled  to  sue  for  peace.  WTien  J unot 
presented  himself,  the  Senators  were  therefore  in  despair,  lliey 
humbled  themselves  to  the  dust  before  liira,  and  laid  hold  of  every 
pretext  to  excuse  their  treachery.  A  deputation  was  despatched  to 
Napoleon  to  offer  any  reparation  he  might  require.  Large  sums  of 
money  were  tendered  to  all  idio  were  lihoiigfat  to  possess  influence  with 
lum.  A  purse  of  seven  nuHions  of  franca  was  oftred  to  himaelt  AH 
these  offers,  however,  were  rejected  with  scorn  and  contonpt  **  If 
yon  could  profier  me  the  treasures  of  Fern,"  he  exclaimed;  **  if  you 
could  cover  your  whole  territory  with  gold,  the  atonement  would  be 
insufficient  for  the  French  blood  that  has  been  treachcromly  shed.** 
The  French  minister  was  recalled  from  Vt nice  ,  a  declaration  of 
war  followed ;  and  directiona  were  given  to  the  soldiers  to  cast  down 
and  destroy  the  winged  lion  of  St.  Mark — the  ancient  emblem  of 
Venetian  sovereignQr— in  every  town  and  village  where  it  should  be 
found  displayed. 

These  tidings  fell  like  a  dcatli  summons  upon  the  dismayed 
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Patricians.    Stupified  by  the  consciousness  of  their  impending  doom, 
^  tlicy  were  incapable  of  making  a  rational  effort  to  avert  it.  The 

'    j     confusion  of  fear  and  hopelessness  pervaded  every  breast,  and  was 
j    exhibited  in  every  oonntenaiioe.  TI10  <ffde»i  given  at  <me  moment, 
I    to  lihe  nsval  and  military  commandets,  were  countermanded  the  next 
J    It  was  niggeated  diat  agenb  ahonld  be  tent  ta  Fuit  to  endeavour  to 
I    tamper  widi  the  nun^rj  hy  means  of  gold.  Tins  was  done,  and 
I    miglit  have  served  its  pmrpooe,  Vnt  fox  the  vigilance  of  Napoleon,  who 
I    intercepted  the  secret  correspondence  between  the  Directory  and  the 
j     Great  Council,  and  thus  obtained  prooft  of  pectUation  and  bribery, 
I     which  enabled  him  to  silence  all  who  were  hkely  to  question  liis 
proceedings.     As  a  final  resource,  the  Senate  turned  to  supjilicatc 
the  intercession  of  Austria ;  but  in  vain.    Tlio  Emperor  already  ron- 
trin])lated  sharing  the  spoils  of  the  Conqueror.    Meetings  of  counc  ils 
and  committees  M  tro  hold  hourly.    In  one  of  these,  over  which  the 
[  Jigcd  Doge  Manini  presided,  two  strangers  were  permitted  to  intrude 

I'  into  those  sacred  and  mysterious  chambers,  where,  a  month  before,  an 
official  would  have  been  liable  to  severe  punishment  for  too  loud  a 
fbot-fidl,  and  the  cnme  ii£  having  overheard  the  deliberations  of  the 
Conncil  would  have  incurred  inevitable  death.  Now,  the  advice  of 
Aese  intruders  was  sought  with  eagerness,  and,  though  cS  the  most 
obnoiious  kind,  was  given  widi  impunity  and  acted  upon  from  de^air. 
It  was — to  dissolve  the  government,  throw  open  the  state  prisons, 
I  I  disband  the  Sclavonian  troops,  and  plant  the  Tree  of  liberty  in  the 
I  Place  of  St.  Mark. 

I  The  fleet  was  forthwith  dismantled,  and   the  soldiers  dismissed. 

And  on  the  10th  of  May,  while  the  French  were  entering  the  city. 
I  the  Doge  resigned  his  robes  of  stiite,  the  terrible  Council  of  'nuee 

I  relinquished  its  functions,  and  the  Senate  dcdarcd  its  sittings  ter- 

I         minated.    Thus  Venice,  after  thirteen  hiuulred  years  of  indi  pendence, 
I        disappeared  from  among  the  nations,  without  a  blow,  and  in  gloomy 
silence.  A  popular  constitution  was  immediately  declared,  and  a 
I    I    providonal  government  named,  at  the  head  of  which  was  placed 
I        Dandolo;  whom  Napoleon  declared  to  be  one  of  die  only  two  mefi  he 
had  been  aUe  to  meet  with  among  the  eighteen  millions  which  con- 
stituted the  population  of  Italy.  The  tti«eoloured  flag  was  busted  in 
St.  Marie's  Place,  amid  shouts  of  "  Viva  la  liberta!"  fi«m  a  huge 
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number  of  the  inhabitants,  who  rejoiced  in  the  downfall  of  the  despotic 
oligiirchy  which  had  so  long  tyrannized  over  them. 


Tlic  Lion  of  St.  Mark,  and  the  Corinthian  horses  from  the  gates  of 
the  Doge's  palace,  together  with  twenty  of  the  best  pictures,  and 
five  hundred  valuable  manuscripts,  were  seized  and  sent  to  Paris. 
Nine  sixty-four  gun  ships,  twelve  frigates,  and  several  smaller  vessels, 
were  manned  and  sent  to  Toulon  ;  Jind  a  contribution  was  leWed  of 
three  millions  of  francs  in  gold,  and  the  same  amoiint  in  naval  and 
military  stores. 

Immediately  after  signing  the  treaty  of  Leoben,  Napoleon,  leaving 
the  negociations  to  be  conducted  by  General  Clarke,  who  had  been 
authorized  for  that  purpose  by  the  Directory,  returned  to  Italy,  to 
settle  the  affairs  of  Venice,  attend  to  the  condition  of  the  several 
garrisons,  and  arrange  some  tlifferenccs  that  had  arisen  in  his  newly- 
foimdcd  Republics.     He  set  out  on  the  20th  of  April,  and  being 


he  learned  that  the  armies  on  the  Gcmian  frontier  had  crossed  the 
Rhine  on  the  very  day  of  signing  the  preliminaries  at  Lcoben.  His  agi- 
tation upon  receiving  this  intelligence  was  excessive.  He  had  signed  the 
treaty  on  the  representation  of  the  Government,  that  the  co-operation 
of  these  armies  was  not  to  be  expected.  In  tlic  first  moment*  of 
chagrin,  he  expressed  a  determination  to  rccross  the  Tagliamento,  and 
break  the  truce  with  Austria  on  any  pretext ;  but  Berthicr  and  the 
other  Generals  in  his  suite  successfully  combated  this  resolution. 
"  How  different,"  he  exclaimed,  "  would  have  been  the  preliminaries 
—  if,  indeed,  they  had  ever  existed — had  this  intelligence  reached  me 
fifteen  days  earlier."  And  his  vexation  and  regret  were  greatly 
heightened  when,  a  few  days  afterwards,  he  received  a  communication 
from  Moreau,  announcing  the  successful  opening  of  the  campaign,  and 
the  taking  of  four  thousand  prisoners  ;  and  promising  to  lose  no  time 
in  marching  to  the  support  of  tlic  Army  of  Italy.   Hoche  was  similarly 
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fnrtuinto.    But  ike  operations  and  brilliant  iKvpes  of  each  were  now  ! 
ended  by  tlie  untimely  treaty.    Had  a  proper  understanding  and  | 
concert  been  established  among  the  several  generals,  nothing  coiUd  ' 
!     have  prevented  the  capture  of  Vienna,  and  the  dictation  by  France  of 
the  terms  of  peace  ■with  tlie  F.mperor.    llie  v  avering  and  inrnnsistcnt  j 
conduct  of  the  Directors  has  been  generally  attributed  to  the  fear  with 
which  they  regarded  Napoleon,  and  the  desire  thence  originating  to 
thwart  him  in  every  efibrt  Hwt  might  oontribnte  to  increase  his 
greatness  or  glory.   Hub  pexwmal  jealoosy  is,  perhaps,  inseparable 
frcmi  Bepablican  inatitiitioiia :  the  duefr  of  which,  being  unaUe  to 
repoM  on  hereditaiy  or  extenud  digni^,  are  disposed  to  look  with 
prejudice  on  talents  and  aduerements  which  eclipse  their  own,  and  to 
which  ihey  are  oonaequently  required  by  the  general  voice  to  yield  I 
precedence. 

Not  content  with  silently  frustrating  the  projects  of  Napoleon,  the 
Directory  cncoiu*agcd  the  envious  and  mabgnant  to  blacken   his     ,  i 
character,  throw  suspicion  upon  liis  intentions,  and  depreciate  the     '  ! 
seniccs  of  himself  and  the  army  under  his  conunand.     To  have 
uttered  an  oration,  or  ^mtten  a  pamphlet,  traduciiag  General  Bona- 
parte, was  a  ready  passport  to  the  favour  of  the  government   The  ' 
conduct  of  the  General  and  his  s(ddiefs  towards  the  Pope  and  die  , 
exiled  priests  was  severely  commented  on,  and  made  die  subject  of 
I    political  caruature.   Sfnes  were  placed  upon  his  acdoos,  and  dcmiestic  | 
inqiusitors  sent  to  gather  injurious  n^ports  fiom  the  oonvoraation  of  I 
his  wife.    Even  the  soundness  of  his  military  system  WIS  Called 
in  question,  by  persons  who  considered  themselves  competent  to 
lecture  him  on  the  principles  of  warfare.    Among  other  things,  he 
was   cliargcd  witli   having   excited  the  tumults  which  led   to  tlie  | 
occupation  of  \  enice.    This  last  accusation  was  broiiglit  for\\  anl  in  a 
tangible  shape.    A  discussion  having  arisen  in  the  Council  oi  Ancients      '  | 
concerning  the  violation  of  the  rights  of  nations,  it  afforded  Dumohu-d,  ' 
a  leader  of  the  CUchy  or  royalist  club,  which  sought  the  rcstora-  ' 
tion  of  the  Bourbons  as  a  core  Ibr  the  evils  and  dissenrions  whidi 
afflicted  France,  an  opportunity  to  aim  a  blow  at  the  poptdarity  of 
Napdeon.   A  motion,  was  made  for  enquiry  into  the  origin  of  the  j 
Venetian  riring,  and  the  violence  which  attended  its  suppremon.    '  . 
On  receiving  notice  of  this.  Napoleon  thus  wrote  to  die  DirecUny:— •    !  I 
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"  After  having  concludrd  five  trcaticfl  of  peace,  and  given  the  final 
blow  to  tlie  coalition  against  France,  I  had  a  right  to  expect,  if  not 
civic  triumphs,  at  least  to  live  in  tranquillity,  and  to  be  protected  by 
the  chief  magistrates  of  the  Republic.  In^^tead  of  this,  I  find  myself 
injured,  insulted,  traduced  by  every  shiinieful  means  which  political 
craft  lends  to  persecution.  After  ha%-ing  dcser\-ed  well  of  my  country', 
had  I  reason  to  expect  tl»e  opprobriiun  with  which  it  is  now  sought  to 
cover  me  ?    The  culumniea  are  as  absurd  as  they  are  atrocious. 

"  We  have  been  assassinated  by  traitors ;  more  than  four  hundred 
indinduals  have  perished — murdered  before  the  eyes  of  the  governor 
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of  a  citadel — pierced  by  innumerable  blows,  with  such  daggers  as  the 
im»  I  BOW  send  for  your  inspectioii:  and  yet  it  has  been  derinTely 
Hiked  in  die  eocieties  of  Paris,  'Was  diis  blood,  dien,  so  pure  ?'  Had 
men  infiunous.  or  dead  to  all  Mwitiiw^^nts  of  natriolinn  and  nftHffn^l 
glory,  spoken  llnu,  I  might  have  remained  indfiflferent  to  liheircilanuNir: 
bat  when  audi  langnage  ia  pemutted*  ipxthout  rebuke,  by  tbe  fiiat 
ministers  of  the  State,  my  ailenoe  would  be  criminaL 

"  I  repeat.  Citizen  Directors,  the  request  before  presented  to  yon 
for  my  dismissal.  I  desire  a  life  of  peace,  if  indeed  the  dag^jeis  of 
CHchy  will  permit  me  to  live." 

But  though  the  Directors  desired  nothing  so  earnestly  as  to  strip 
Napoleon  of  his  power  and  infhionco,  tliey  feared  to  exasperate  hira 
by  open  hostility.  Their  wliolc  conduct,  tlierefore,  resolved  itself  into 
intrigue ;  so  pitiful  and  so  apparent  as  to  excite  the  contempt  of  all 
classes.  They  were  lavish  in  pndse  of  the  young  General,  who  had 
become  the  theme  of  all  tongues ;  but  their  eulogy,  often  of  sndb  a 
nature  as  might  have  btnne  a  diftrent  name,  was  uiTariably  barren. 
The  fiiends  of  D^apoleon  derived  ficom  the  Ctovernraent  no  power  or 
aupportthat  could  be  safely  withdd. 

Nor  was  this  di:9lidty  towards  their  greatest  General  (he  only  enror 
of  which  the  Directors  were  gvulty.  They  procured  the  passing  of 
several  unpopular  laws :  one  of  which  was  to  alter  the  calendar,  by 
di\iding  the  year  into  twelve  equal  months  of  thirty  days,  or  three 
(Ucades  each — the  decade,  or  tenth  day,  being  appointed,  instead  of 
Sunday,  the  tlay  of  rest.  The  absurdity  of  this  measure  was  height- 
ened by  the  establishment  of  penalties,  for  the  infraction  of  the  decade 
and  for  resting  on  Sunday ;  and  the  emplojTncnt  of  gem  (Cnrmes 
and  other  officers  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  law.  The  diversity 
of  weights  and  measures  in  the  several  provinces  and  cities  had  long 
been  felt  as  a  grievance^  extremely  detrimental  to  trade.  This 
waa  now  altered  i^on  a  new  principle  of  geometrical  proportion, 
totally  at  Tariance  widi  all  previously  eziating  ideas,  and  with  all 
the  tables  of  dimensums,  urnnma^  quantiliea,  and  nnchinea  in  use. 
The  questioa  waa  one  itf  practical  udUty,  and  mi^  have  been  settled 
to  the  general  satisfaction,  by  ^*g*^««*«*g  the  standard  of  Paris,  which 
had  been  used  in  all  government  transactions,  and  by  scientific 
men,  fixr  oenturiea.  The  new  syrten  had  the  effiect  of  additionally 
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confusing  mercantile  operations,  and  rendering  the  most  trivial  dealings 
complicated  and  tedious.  A  soldier's  ration,  according  to  the  old 
nomenclature,  was  twenty-four  ounces ;  by  the  new,  it  became  seven 
hundred  and  thirty -lour  gi  auuncs,  and  two  hundred  and  iifty-nine 
thousandths. 

hk  politieal  i/fmSanM,  Esecotife  bodj  wm  divided  agiiiiit  iiadf. 
BttiM»  who  Bad  Hide  uSad,  tnd  wlio  affected  a  degree  of  atate  and 
dignily  wUch  gave  vmbvage  to  diat  daaa  of  BepaUicaaa  wbadi  oon- 
feimdod  wtoe  widi  outward  danplkitj,  waa  attadiod  to  die  eaatiiig 
Consdtution;  aa  wan  ako  La  BerdUcfo  Lopanx  and  Bewbd:  but 
Lepaux  had  Jnvanted  a  naw  religion,  called  Theophilanthropy,  and 
wasted  the  greater  portion  of  his  time  in  endeavouring  to  gain  pro- 
selytes and  establish  his  sect.  Camot  and  Barthclcmy,  who  poagc—cd 
infinitely  greater  talents  than  the  others,  and  were  above  the  average 
of  men,  were  members  of  the  Society  of  Clichy,  and  favourably 
affected  towards  the  exiled  house  of  Bourbon.  The  people  them- 
selves bcj^an  generally  to  be  Royalists.  Every  form  of  government 
had  been  tried,  and  each  had  inflicted  a  series  of  increased  evils  on 
the  country,  and  opened  the  portals  of  power  to  more  incompetent 
intr^uars.  Cormptum  had  crept  into  ereiy  hranoh  tii  tha  adndnis- 
tntion.  JnaCaoeitidfwaBTeiiaL 

The  natonl  omaaq^ntiieea  of  dua  waakneaa  and  want  of  pimc^la 
ware  aoon  developed.  Conapiiaciea  wafe  aet  on  fi>ot|  both  by  Bojr> 
alisti  and  Daniocnta|»  6r  the  overthrow  of  the  Government:  one  party 
seeking  to  restore  monarchy,  the  other  to  bring  back  the  so-called 
Uberty  and  equality  of  the  Reign  Ihmr,  fioyalist  emigrants  and 
banished  partizans  of  Robespierre  were  retondDg  in  great  numbers. 
The  press  openly  assailed  all  who  were  suspected  of  supporting  the 
established  Constitution,  and  directed  its  most  pointed  shafts  against 
the  iUTny.  Even  Pichegru,  honoured  throughout  Europe  as  the 
conqueror  of  Holland,  was  deeply  implicated  in  the  base  and  factious 
proceedings  of  the  period.  He  had  not  scrupled,  while  at  the  head  of 
the  Amy  ofAeBhiae,  to  enter  into  a  twaaonaMe  coiraapeiideaee  with 
the  Frinoe  of  Gond^and  to  aaoifice  hia  troope  totheawotd  of  the 
enemy  Ibr  gold,  widi  a  view  to  the  downfrUof  the  govenmient  by 
iriddk  he  had  been  entmated  with  hia  conunand*  Some  vague  doabta 
of  hia  jtda%,  and  of  dto  oondactof  Ui  militaiy  oparadona,  had  been 
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(  ntcrtaiiiod  long  before,  and  had  led  to  his  being  superseded  in  his 
command  by  Ilochc,  a  young  man  full  of  talent,  braverj',  and 
ambitum,  but  a  firm  Bepublieui.  On  retarning  to  France,  Fichegru 
had  been  elected  member  of  the  Coondl  of  live  Hundred,'  and 
•ubteqaently  called  to  the  chair  ct  that  asaemUy.  It  was  nibt  till  ihe 
fiill  of  Venice  that  aatiiB&ctoxy  evidence  of  hia  crimes,  and  of  aa 
extensiTe  conspixacy  in  fimnir  of  the  Bourbons,  of  wludi  lie  was  the 
head,  was  obtained.  The  Count  D'Entraigues,  formerly  a  Jacobin,  but 
subsequently  Sft'  emigrant,  who  had  resided  for  two  yean  at  Venice, 
nominally  aa  coiToy  of  Russia,  but  in  reality  as  agi  iit  for  the  exiled 
court  of  France,  was  arrested  by  Bonaparte  after  the  massacre  at 
Verona.  Among  this  person's  papers  the  correspondence  of  Pichegru 
was  discovered  :  and  iiiinietliately  forM  arded  to  the  Directory.  Every- 
thing in  short  announcetl  that  a  crisis  was  at  hand. 

Napoleon  had  been  an  earnest  observer  of  the  signs  of  the  times : 
and  it  was  die  general  impression  that  the  termination  of  the  public 
disorder  (kprndcd  upon  him.  It  more  than  once  occurred  to  him  to 
step  boldly  forward,  dedaie  himself,  and,  orexpowexing  each  of  the 
fictions,  to  assume  the  office  of  "  Begulator**  of  the  Bepublic.  But 
although  aware  <^  the  strength  he  derived  from  the  mxppoaet  o£  the 
tanacy,  and  the  high  esteem  in  whidi  be  was  hdd  by  the  mass  of  the 
people,  he  was  still  in  doubt  whether  the  public  were  prepared  to 
sanction  so  daring  a  movement.  He  thought  it  necessary,  before  he 
should  assert  individual  supremacy,  to  form  a  party  in  the  State,  to 
wlilch,  in  an  emergency,  he  might  look  for  support.  In  the  present 
eonjuncture,  therefore,  it  ajipeared  most  favourable  to  his  ulterior 
views  to  preserve  the  existence  of  the  feeblest  portion  of  the  Directory, 
Accordingly,  every  precaution  was  taken  to  prepare  the  troops  for 
important  events.  On  the  14th  of  July,  the  anniversary  it  the 
destruction  of  the  Bastille^  he  proposed  to  the  amy  a  new  oadi.  '*Let 
us  swear,"  he  aaid,  "  by  the  ashes  of  those  who  have  ftng^  and  died 
ftir  freedom — on  the  standards  which  we  have  so  often  followed  to 
victory-- let  us  swear  implacable  war  to  the  enemies  of  Ae  Bepubik^ 
and  of  the  Constitution  of  the  year  Tlirc  r."  Proclamations  and 
addresses  were  also,  from  time  to  time,  distributed  through  the  ranks. 
"  Soldiers,"  ran  one  of  these,  "  I  know  that  your  hearts  are  full  of 
grief  at  the  calamities  of  our  country :  but,  if  it  were  possible  for 
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forclpfn  armies  to  triumph,  wv  should  fly  from  the  summit  of  the  Alps 
with  the  rapidity  of  tlie  enisle,  onco  luorc  to  defcud  that  cause  which 
has  already  cost  us  so  mucli  blood." 

Tlic  soldiers,  most  of  whom  were  ardent  Hepublicans,  were  in 
ecstacies ;  and  declared  their  readincw  to  march  at  onoe  npon  "PtaoB, 
Tlie  better  to  express  their  sentimeiita  they  prepared  an  address. 
"I^reniUe,  BoyaUsta!'*  it  said:  "from  the  Adige  to  the  Seine  ia 
bat  one  step.  Tremble  I  yonr  iniquities  are  recorded,  and  you  trill 
find  their  reward  at  the  end  of  the  bayimet  1**  Angerean  was  deputed 
to  bear  these  documents  to  I^nis,  where  dieir  pnbHcadon  produced  a 
powerful  sensation.  The  Councils  remonstrated  against  the  inter- 
ference of  the  army;  but  in  vain.  Tfoche,  who  from  principle 
disapproved  the  conduct  of  the  Royalists,  had  already  sent  a  portion  of 
his  troops  across  the  frontier.  These  had  marched  towards  the  capital, 
and  stationed  themselves  at  Versailles,  Meudon,  and  Vincennes ; 
whenrr,  during  flic  nitjlit  of  tlie  3rd  of  September  (17th  Fnictidor), 
they  were  led  into  Paris  by  Aiifjereau.  Thov  speedily  surrounded  the 
Hotel-de-\"ille  and  the  Tuileries,  and  were  dispersed  along  the  quays, 
on  the  bridges,  and  in  the  Champ-Elys^  At  four  the  next  moming, 
the  a!arm<gan  was  fired;  Angerean  presented  himself  at  the  gate  of 
the  Pont-Tonmant.  The  goard  of  the  legidatiTe  body  was  under 
arms;  bnt  Angerean  had  no  sooner  called  to  them,  "Are  yon 
BepnbUeans?"  dian,  lowering  their  arms,  they  replied,  "Long  Hre 
Augereau! — T>ong  live  the  Directory!**  Pichegru,  president  of  the 
Conndl  of  Five  Hundred,  and  Willot,  president  of  the  Council  of 
Ancients,  with  about  a  hundred  and  fifVy  persons  of  less  note,  were 
immediately  arrested;  and  by  six  oVlorlt  the  enterprise  was  concluded, 
and  the  Directory  triumphant.  Caniot.  who,  on  the  previous  evening, 
had  received  notice  of  the  inteiuled  movement.  e<raped  to  Geneva. 
Barthelemy,  Pichegru,  and  the  other  Royalist  h  adcrs  were  banished. 
The  Directors,  upon  tliis  occasion,  were  -loud  in  proclaiming  that 
the  RcpubUo  owed  its  existence  to  the  prompt  support  of  General 
Bonaparte.  The  ausgiving,  however,  that  he  had  taken  his  pert 
only  fiir  the  moment  and  dial  he  had  another  scene  to  enact  at  a 
more  oonvnuent  aeaaon,  gamed  ground,  widi  the  better  infinrmed  and 
more  rcflcctiTe,  daity ;  and  diis  was  strengthened  by  the  fact,  that 
he  waa  known  to  hsT*  ^dten  with  contempt  oi  the  Directors  he 
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had  savedj  while  Cumot,  the  only  one  he  esteemed,  was  driven  into 
exile. 

As  a  justification  of  these  extraordinary  proceedings,  the  Government 
published  the  intercepted  correspondence  of  Fichegru. 

While  dieae  erentB  yrere  pasdng  in  Paris,  the  negodatioiM  fi»  peace 
wiUi  Auatria  proceeded  bat  slovlj.  Napoleon  fixed  hit  resideiioe  at 
MontebeUo,  a  beantifol  castellated  palace  a  few  leagues  from  Milan, 
delightfidly  ritualed  on  the  dope  of  a  hOl,  whidi  commands  an 
extensive  prospect  of  die  fertile  plaittt  of  Lombardy.  Here  he  waa 
joined  by  Josephine,  who,  thoogb  she  had  been  married  more  than 
two  years,  was  still  a  bride.  She  had  come  to  Italy  under  the 
guardiani-hip  of  Junot,  when  he  retiimed  from  presenting  to  the 
Directory  tlie  flags  taken  from  Beaulieu ;  and  had  hitherto  residtxl 
chiefly  at  (icnoa  and  Lucca;  at  both  of  which  places  she  had  been 
received  and  entertained  ^Wth  a  magnificent  courtesy  seldom  rendered 
to  any  but  the  families  of  hereditary'  princes.  At  Montebello,  tlie 
ladies  of  Milan  and  of  the  neighbourhood,  as  well  those  of  the 
highest  rank  aa  lihflse  most  cdehnted  fiir  wesldi,  beauty,  and  aooom- 
I  plishments,  came  daily  to  pi^  homage  to  the  gracefhl  and  ftaranaring 
!  wifeoftheGeiienl*inpdue£  ThepraenoeofthemiiiistenandenTi^ 
of  Austria,  <^  Borne,  Naples,  Saidiniii^  die  Swias  CaBtona,  aad  several 
of  die  infisrior  princes  oi  Geimany ;  die  throng  ti  Generals,  the  chief 
authorities  of  FriBcipaHdes,  Bepublics,  and  Cities ;  the  daily  arrival 
and  despatch  of  Conrieia,  to  and  from  the  capitala  of  almost  all  the 
states  of  Europe ;  the  importance  of  the  business  in  progress ;  the  ever 
recurring  balls,  hunting  parties,  f^tcs,  and  entertainments ;  furnished 
all  the  realities  of  a  fijilendid  coiu-t,  and  induced  the  Italians  to  call  it 
the  Court  of  Monfchrtlo.  It  was  in  truth  a  brilliant  scene.  Frequent 
excursions  were  made  to  the  Lakes  of  Como  and  Maggiore,  and  to  the 
Borromean  Isles ;  the  villas  and  castles  of  the  princes  and  nobili^  being 
opened  iridi  die  nuot  cordial  welcome  tax  the  tenqiaray  ressdsnce  of 
gofih  diadngoished  gnests.  Sreiy  towB  and  village  was  eager  to 
testify  its  honu^  and  gradtude  to  him,  who  waa  kMked  tqpon  and 
bailed  by  an,  aa  the  XiBefolor  ^JiEoly. 

Tlus,  says  Sir  Walter  Scott,  **  wia  probabfy  die  bappieat  time  of  his 
life.  Honour  beyond  that  of  a  crowned  head  waa  bis  own;  and  had 
the  fall  relish  of  novelty  to  a  mind  which,  two  or  three  yean  before. 
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was  pining  in  obscurity.  Power  was  liis,  and  he  had  not  experienced 
its  cares  and  risks.  High  hopes  wore  formed  of  him  hy  all  around ; 
and  he  had  not  yet  disappointed  them.  lie  was  in  the  flower  of 
youth,  and  married  to  the  woman  of  his  heart.  Above  all,  he  had  the 
glow  of  Hope,  width,  was  niaitlialling  him  to  6y6ii  movo  6zaltied 
dommum;  and  Iw  liad  not  yet  become  awaze  lihat  poMcanon  brings 
•alietjry  and  that  aU  earthlj  deairea  and  widus  tanainata,  wben  fidly 
aWahifd,  in  •naakf  and  Tentum  of  spint." 

Bittamid  all  thk  romantic  gaiety  and  ■plendonr,  we  mnat  not  finget 
that  this  was  the  period  at  which  Nf^leon  was  subjected  to  the 
libellous  attacka  of  the  Clichycns,  and  to  the  injurious  opposition  of 
the  Directors,  or,  as  they  began  to  be  called,  77ic  Five  Majesties  of  the 
Lvjcembotirn ;  which,  it  \x-a»  been  already  shewn,  afforded  him  snrh 
serious  annoyance.  His  attention  was  also  occupied  by  importiint 
business :  the  organization  of  the  Cisalpine  Republic,  the  settlement 
of  a  revolutionary  outbreak  at  Genoa,  and  the  treaty  with  Austria, 

Genoa  had  hitherto  maintained  the  constitution  given  to  it  in  the 
sixteenth  centnzy  by  Andrea  Doria.  The  proclamation  of  indc- 
pcudenoe  by  the  Giapadane  and  I^ranspadane  Bepublics,  the  rerohi- 
tioniaing  <tf  Veniee«  and  die  enthnnaam  kindled  by  die  vietoriea  el 
die  Enndi,  had  given  endi  e  jpceponderanoe  to  the  popohr  party, 
that  e  change  in  the  govqnment  became  nnatrddable.  An  inanr- 
rec(ion»  femented  by  the  Grand  Inqninton,  and  odwr  officers  of  die 
Stal^  against  the  middle  class  of  citizens,  who  were  the  principal 
assertors  of  modem  repabUcanism,  broke  out  on  the  22nd  of  May ; 
when  the  colliers  and  porters  assaulted  all  who  were  supposed  to  be 
of  the  French  party,  or  who  had  e\hil)ited  the  revolutionary  cockade. 
'Xhc  slaughter  of  several  French  families  and  the  imprisonment  of 
many  others  ensued.  Napoleon,  on  being  informed  of  these  outrages, 
immediately  despatched  his  aide-de-camp,  Lavalettc,  to  demand  repa- 
ration. The  aristocracy  now^  became  alarmed  ;  and,  on  the  6th  of 
June,  a  Convention  was  signed  by  the  Doge  and  some  of  the  most 
inflwewtial  of  the  senators,  by  wMdi  the  power  of  die  oligardiy  was 
aboihahedy  and  a  demoeradcal  constitution  was  established  in  Genoa. 
The  people,  intoxicated  with  diia  newa,  committed  many  ezcesaas, 
deatroyed  the  golden  book  of  the  State,  and  brake  in  pieces  the  statue 
of  Doria.  These  aels  were  exceedmglydMpileasiiig  to  Niqpoleons  who 
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venerated  the  name  of  Doria  as  that  of  a  great  man,  the  real  ben^ctor 
of  Mb  oountoy.  He  accordingly  mwte  to  the  prorinonal  gorenmieiit 
to  express  his  disapprobation,  and  to  direct  the  statue  to  be  fixrthwitli 
restored.  In  firaming  the  new  Constitoti<m,  Napoleon  recommended 
diat  the  priests  and  nobles,  as  portifms  of  the  community,  dioold  be 
admitted  to  a  share  of  the  government ;  alleging  that  their  exclusion 
woulil  hv  precisely  the  same  injustice  towards  them,  as  had  been 
made  the  subject  of  such  loud  complaint  against  them.  Tlie  State 
received  the  name  of  the  Lii^urian  Ki-public.  Tlie  only  stipulation  on 
behalf  of  the  Fifuch  was,  that  those  who  had  suffered  in  the  recent 
insttrrection  should  bt*  iiuU  innified :  no  contribution,  cither  in  money 
or  works  of  art,  was  exacted. 

The  Transpadane  and  Cispadane  Republics,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Napoleon,  who  wished  to  consolidate  Italy  into  one  State,  merged 
quietly  into  the  Cisalpine ;  to  which  was  annexed  the  district  of  the 
Valteline,  comprising  the  Talleys  of  the  Valteline,  properly  so  called, 
Ae  Boimb  and  the  duavenna:  the  aoverdgnly  of  whidi,  m  1512, 
had  been  arbitrarily  conferred  on  the  Griscm  Iiei^piea  by  Sfersa,  Duke 
of  !Milan :  notwithstanding  that,  by  geographical  position,  by  language, 
prejudice,  and  religion — for  they  were  Catholic,  and  their  Swiss 
masters  Protestant — they  belonged  to  Italy.  A  general  federation  of 
the  National  Guards  and  the  authorities  of  the  Cisalpine  K<  pKblic  tnok 
place,  on  the  14th  of  July,  at  Milan;  when  an  oath  of  fratenuty  was 
taken  by  all  present  to  use  their  utmost  efforts  to  revive  the  spirit  of 
Italy,  and  make  her  once  more  a  great  and  free  nation.  The  keys  of 
Milan,  and  of  the  several  fortresses  of  the  Republic,  were  delivered  by 
Napoleon  to  the  Cisalpine  officers;  and  the  French  army  went  into 
cantonmenti  in  the  territory  of  Venice.  The  mamias  «tf  the  northera 
Italians  hmeefOTdi  underwent  a  strildng  duuige.  The  eiemina^ 
which  had  preyaOed  among  the  youth,  and  constitnted  the  reproadi 
of  the  whole  people,  at  once  gave  place  to  more  manly  sentiments, 
and  to  aspirations  for  honourable  renown.  The  songs  ot  Ibity  again 
breathed  of  fireodom,  of  the  love  of  country,  and  of  national  heroism  ; 
and  the  women  repulsed  with  disdain  those  suitoira  who  had  no  better 
boast  to  bring  them  than  the  power  to  amuse. 

The  settlement  with  Austria  would  in  all  proba})ilitv  have  been 
brought  to  a  close  shortly  after  the  fall  of  Venice,  but  for  the  defection 
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of  Pichegru  and  the  confusion  which  it  was  expected  voiild  arise 
from  the  intrigues  of  the  Royalists  at  Paris.  The  Emperor  hoped 
to  be  able  to  turn  these  to  adyantage  in  his  ncgociations.  He  eren 
endeavoured,  by  the  oflfer  of  a  magnificent  bribe,  to  excite  the  cupidity 
of  Xapolcon.  An  autograjih  letter  wiis  shewn  to  the  General,  con- 
taining the  proniiiic  of  an  imlept  ndent  German  prmcipaUty  for  himself 
and  lus  heirs,  on  the  conclusion  of  peace ;  in  order,  as  it  was  stated,  to 
place  him  beyond  the  reach  of  RepubUcan  ingratitude.  IJonaparte 
smiled  when  he  had  read  the  communication,  and  &aid  to  the  Marquis 
de  Gallo,  who  brought  it,  "  Cony^  my  diuka  to  die  Emperor ;  but 
teB  him,  if  greatnefs  ia  to  be  mine,  it  shaQ  oome  from  France."  Aa 
die  doee  <^  mmmer  drew  nigh.  Napoleon's  patience  became  exhausted, 
and  the  jwematnie  wppturmoe  of  winter  qnidcened  hia  resolution. 
"It  ia  decided,"  he  said  to  Bourriome,  aa  he  looked  npon  the 
mountain-tops  covered  vith  snow,  on  the  morning  the  13di  of 
October:  "  Peace  must  be  made.  Venice  shall  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  war;  and  the  Rhine  must  be  our  boundaiy.  The  Directory  and 
lawyers  may  prate  as  they  please." 

To  bring  matters  to  an  immediate  issue,  he  desired  a  conference 
with  the  Austrian  plenipotentiaries,  which  he  declared  should  be  the 
la'-t.  He  demanded  a  decisive  answer  to  his  proposals.  Count 
Cubentzel,  the  Emperor's  chief  envoy,  declared  them  to  be  rejerted. 
Napoleon  rose  lirom  his  seat  in  anger,  and  taking  from  the  mantel- 
piece a  beautiful  porcelain  yase,  which  Cobentzcl  prized  as  the  gift  of 
the  Empress  Catherine,  he  energetically  exdaimed,  *'  Tou  wish  tat 
war  then?  It  u  well:  yon  shall  haye  it  But  mark  me— in  less 
than  three  months  I  will  shatter  your  Empire,  as  I  now  shatter  this 
potsherd."  And,  dashing  the  yase  on  the  floor,  where  it  was  instantly 
broken  into  a  Uiousand  pieees,  he  hastened  ftom  die  apartment.  Tlie 
Count  was  stupefied  with  chagrin  and  terror ;  but  the  Marqnia  de 
Gallo,  in  a  few  minutes,  followed  the  General-in-chief,  and  endea- 
voured, partly  by  force  and  partly  by  entreaty,  to  detain  him. 
Napoleon  could  hardly  refrain  from  laughing  at  the  dejection  of 
the  Marquis,  who  stood  with  his  liat  in  his  hand,  bowing  with  all 
humility,  while  the  carriage  drove  oft'.  It  being  ascertained,  directly 
afterwards,  that  an  officer  had  been  despatched  to  the  .\rehduke 
Charles,  inlbmung  him  that  the  negociations  were  broken  oli',  and 
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that  hostifities  would  recommence  in  tventy-feur  hoan,  Cobentiel 
became  aerioiuly  alanned ;  and  instantly  sent  Be  GaUo  to  say  Uiat  die 
ultimatum  of  France  was  accepted.   On  lihe  Ibllowing  day,  the  I7tfa 

of  October,  1797,  the  treaty  was  ngned,  being  dated  from  Campo 
Forniio;  a  village  between  Passcriano  and  Udine,  which  had  been 
neutralized  fur  the  purpose  by  the  secretaries  of  legation;  though, 
fjom  the  place  containing  no  hoiise  suitable  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  plenipotentiaries,  it  was  not  tliouii;lit  necessary  to  remove  thither. 

The  peatf  of  CaiuiK)  Forniio  ijavc  to  France  the  po?^scs5ion  of 
Belgiiun,  and  puiranttcd  the  boiuularv  of  tbe  Kliine.  Venice,  not- 
withstanding the  previous  declaration  ul"  a  free  coustitution,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  provisional  government,  was  to  be  parted  l>ctween 
the  contracting  powers:  France  to  hsre  Dalmatia  and  the  Ionian 
islands;  and  Austria  to  assume  the  sovereign^  ot  Venice  and  Her 
Italian  provinces,  as  a  compensation  for  the  kes  of  Lombardy,  the 
independence  of  whitdi  was  recognised  in  that  (tf  the  Cindpne 
BepnUic  By  a  special  article,  whidx  was  obstinately  insisted  on  by 
the  French  plenipotentiary,  MM.  La  Fayette,  Latour-Maubouig,  and 
Bureau  de  Fusy,  patriots  of  the  second,  or  republican  emigration. 
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who  had  been  confined  for  four  years  in  tlic  miserable  dungeons  of 
Olmiitz,  obtained  theu-  liberation.  This  treaty  strikingly  exhibited 
the  little  real  regard  which  was  entertained  by  either  of  the  parties 
concerned  in  it,  for  those  rights  of  nations  which  they  had  so  long  and 
so  loudly  aiiserted  by  words  and  warfare ;  and  formed  a  strange  com- 
mentary upon  the  noble  sentiment  to  which  Napoleon  had  given 
utterance  when  he  annexed  the  ^'alteline  to  the  Cisalpine  State. 
"  It  is  contran,-,"  he  then  said,  *'  to  the  rights  of  man,  for  one  pcoi>lc 
to  be  subject  to  anoUier."  The  excuse  with  which  he  silenced  the 
remonstrances  of  other  persons,  and  perhaps  of  liis  own  conscience,  on 
the  subject,  was,  that  tlie  ^'enetian8  were  effeminate,  corrupt,  treach- 
erous, and  hypocritical,  and  therefore  unfit  for  freedom.  "  If  Venice 
has  tlie  spirit  to  appreciate  liberty,"  he  wrote  to  one,  who  interested 
himself  in  behalf  of  tlie  Repubic,  "  and  the  courage  to  assert  it,  the 
time  is  not  luifavourable — let  her  stand  up  and  vindicate  her  rights." 

The  intimacy  between  Bonapai  te  and  Desaix  had  it«  commencement 
during  these  protracted  negociations.    The  latter,  taking  advantage  of 
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tlie  armistice  of  Leobcn,  came  from  the  camp  of  Moreau  to  visit  the 
head-quarters  of  the  Army  of  Italy.  Napoleon  received  him  with 
UndnaM,  waA  ihouglLt  to  Bupriie  bim  with  the  mteOigeiiee  of 
Pichegru*s  treaaon.  "  We  knew  ihii  on  the  Blune,*'  nid  Dense, 
"more  than  three  months  ago.  By  the  a^tare  of  a  wagon  beknging 
to  Genonl  Klingliiij  we  obtained  poneasion  of  the  whde  of  Fiehegm'B 
coneapondence  with  the  enemies  of  the  BepuUic.'* — "And  did 
Moreau  give  no  intimation  of  this  to  the  Directory  ?**—**  None." 
— "Then,"  emphatically  exclaimed  Napoleon,  "he  is  an  accomplice. 
When  the  safety  of  one's  country  is  at  stake,  silence  is  guilt." 

After  the  events  of  the  18th  Fructidor,  and  the  apprehension  of 
Pichcgrn,  Moreau  wrote  to  the  Directory,  communicating  what  he 
knew  of  the  conspiracy ;  and  at  the  same  time  he,  in  the  harshest  terms, 
denoimced  the  traitors  in  a  proclamation  to  the  army.  Tliis,  however, 
was  but  an  additional  instance  of  Moreau's  bad  conduct;  —  though 
seasonable  for  the  Goremnient,  at  eonfinning  the  mftnnation.  which 
had  been  prerioiuly  forwarded  by  Bonaparte,  and  wbidi  on  its  pnbH- 
cadon  had  been  loolced  upon  1^  many,  who  could  not  conceive 
Fichegra  capable  of  such  haaeneaa,  as  a  mere  fitbrioation.  "  By  not 
•peeking  eadier,**  aaid  Napoileon,  "he  betrayed  his  country:  by 
speaking  when  he  did,  he  struck  a  blow  at  one  already  fallen.**  In 
connexion  with  the  occurrences  of  the  18th  Fructidor,  the  corres- 
pondence of  Napoleon  with  Talleyrand  b^;an  —  the  latter  being  at 
that  time  a  fierce  Republican,  and  recommending  **  speedy  and  certain 
death,  as  the  punishment  of  all  who  shoidd  endeavour  to  restore 
Royalty,  thv  Constitution  of  1703,  or  of  Orleans." 

About  tlic  same  time  Nupoleon  published  an  address  to  the  sailors 
of  the  squatbron  of  Admiral  Brueys,  which  seems  to  have  foreshadowed 
the  expedition  to  Egj'pt.  "  Sailors,"  it  said,  "  without  you  we  should 
be  unable  to  make  knomi  die  IVendh  name  beyond  a  small  comer  of 
Europe.  With  you,  we  will  traverse  the  seas,  and  bear  tfie  stundard 
of  die  BepubUc  into  countriea  Ae  most  remote." 

Conceming  Nqpoleon'a  perscmal  appearance  at  this  period,  an 
interestii^  letter  has  been  preserved  by  Do  Bourrknne,  firam  one  who 
saw  him  for  the  first  time,  jwt  j^renously  to  Ae  arrangement  of  die 
peace.  I  beheld,"  says  this  writer,  **  widi  deep  interest  and  extreme 
attention,  the  extraordinary  man  who  has  perfiomed  so  many  great 
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deeds,  and  whoee  cueer  it  ■eemt  certain  is  not  yet  doied.  Wb 
poortraita  are  like  him.  He  ia  amaU  in  atatnre,  thm,  and  pale,  liaving 
the  appearance  of  one  overwrought;  hut  no^  as  reported,  in  31-healtL 
Aa  a  Hatener,  diere  ii  in  hia  demeanour  more  of  ahatractim  dian 
interest ;  aa  if  engroaaed  too  hhy  irtth  his  own  thoughts  to  be  capable 
of  bestowing  much  attention  upon  what  is  said  to  him.  His  coun- 
tenance is  remarkably  intellectual,  with  an  expression  of  habitual 
meditation,  which,  however,  reveals  nothing  of  what  is  passing  within. 
In  that  thoughtful  head  and  soaring  mind,  depend  on  if,  there  are  bold 
conceptions,  which  will  hereafter  influence  the  destinies  of  Europe." 
This  letter  was  published  in  the  Paris  journals,  in  December,  1797. 
But  for  this  circumstance,  its  rorn>ctness  of  appreciation  might  have 
led  us  to  assign  it  a  much  later  dale.  Napoleon  was  now  but  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


NAPOLION  OVrra  ITALV— JOVRNBV  TO  RASTADT^PAKIS  — BMBAKKATION 

roB  BOYPT.  1797—1798. 

KAVINO  the  Austrian  tVontior,  where  the 
recent  ncgociations  had  been  concluded, 
Napoleon  retumed  to  Italy,  prcparatoiy  to 
prooeedii^  to  Bastadt;  where,  aocoxding  to 
the  tzeaQr  of  Campo  Fomuo,  the  importaiit 
fortreas  of  Hents,  induded  within  the  teni- 
tory  acquired  by  Eranoe  in  the  settlement  of 
hot  new  boundary,  was  to  be  given  up  at  a 
genenl  oomgresB  of  the  Grcrman  prinoei. 
"WTicrcvcr  he  appeared  he  was  received  with  enthusiasm,  and  con- 
gratulated as  the  Liberator  of  Italy.  Tlie  niairical  word  fJl>crty,  of 
wlxich  he  liad  revived  the  use  amont^  the  pcopU',  alter  it  had  become 
obsolete  for  centuries,  was  echoed  from  the  Alps  to  the  Appenincs, 
and  avsotiated  in  ever)'  mind  with  the  name  of  JJonaparte.  At 
Mantua,  he  was  lodged  in  the  palace  of  the  ancient  dukes ;  and,  in 


DEATH  OF  HOCUB. 


return  for  tlic  courtesy  of  the  inhabitants,  traced  the  plan  and  laid  die 
foundation  of  an  usefvd  canal  on  the  Mindo.  Here  also  he  super- 
intended the  erection  of  a  tomb  to  the  memory  of  tlu-  \mvt  A'ir^il ;  and 
celobratcd  a  inilitar\'  fune  ral  in  honour  of  Hoc  hi-,  wiio  had  iust  dit  d 
at  Mcnt/ — so  siuhlfiily  as  to  hii\  (  c  auM'd  a  ^u^l>iciun  that  he  had  been 
poisr)iiod  liv  some  ot  the  Koyalist  conspirators,  to  whoso  late  defeat  he 
had  hvvn  iu^itruint'Utal.  i  he  K(iyalists  and  Jacobiiib,  indeed,  sought 
to  attach  the  same  imputation  to  Bonaparte ;  who,  they  at>t>erted,  vrm 
jcabnt  of  the  rising  fame  and  euperior  Celents  of  die  young  Republican. 
Th«  aof^cum  on  eaeh  ode  WW  SMMt  likely  fidse :  baft  the  deaUi  ef  diis 
General,  and  the  dii^graee  of  Morein  fiur  oomoealii^  tike  treami  of 
*  Pidiegni,  lumng  left  the  enny  of  liie  Samlne  and  Meoie,  and  that 
of  die  Bhine,  without  a  dnef,  the  Directory  confatred  the  command 
ot  bodi  upon  Augereau,  whom  they  thus  vainly  hoped  to  cataUiBh  ae 
a  finmidahle  rival  to  the  Conqueror  of  Italy. 


jrOUBNKT  TO  RA8TADT. 


On  airiving  at  Milan,  Napoleon  despatched  Joubert  to  Paris  with  a 
magnificent  flag,  inscribed  on  one  side  with  the  words  "  A  grateful 
Coiuitry  to  the  Army  of  Italy :"  on  the  other,  with  a  simple  record  of 
the  gallant  achic^  cnicnts  of  the  troops  in  the  long  campaign  just  ended. 
It  ran  as  follows: — "  One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  prisoners,  one 
hundi-cd  and  seventy  standards,  five  hundred  and  fifty  cannons,  six 
hundred  field  pieces,  five  bridge  equipages  ;  nine  sixty-four  gxui  ships, 
twelve  ihirty-two  gun  frigates,  twelve  corvettes,  and  eighteen  galleys. 
Azmisticea  widi  Sardinia,  Naples,  the  Pope,  and  the  Duke  of  Panna. 
CosnraUioii  at  MomtebeUo  widi  the  ligorian  BepnUic^  Ttetty  of 
Campo  Fonnb.  Liber^  oonfenred  on  Bdogna  and  fifteen  odier 
Italian  Statea;  and  aibo  on  Con^i^fldutfay  and  the  Egera  Sent 
to  Paris  the  master-pieces  of  Michaal  Angelo,  Guercino,  Titian,  ^ul 
Veronese,  Correggio>  Albano,  the  Carracci,  Raphael,  and  Leonardo  da 
Vinci."  This  flag  was  placed  in  the  public  hall  of  the  Diiectoty: 
a  fitting  memorial  of  national  heroism. 

The  presence  of  Napoleon  being  now  imperatively  required  at  the 
Congress,  he  took  leave  of  the  a.--.>cmblcd  authorities  of  the  Cisalpine 
Republic  in  a  manly  though  flattering  address  ;  and  issued  tlie  fol- 
lowing order  of  the  day  to  the  troops  which  had  eovered  him  and 
themselves  with  so  much  glory : — "  Soldiers !  to-morrow  I  set  out  for 
Germany.  Separated  from  the  army,  I  shall  sigh  for  the  moment  of 
rejoining  it ;  to  undertake  new  enterprises  and  gain  freah  victoriea. 
Meanwhile,  whatevw  poat  may  be  assigned  to  the  Amy  of  Italy,  it 
will  always  be  found  die  av^port  of  fireedom,  and  <tf  Frendi  bonoor 
and  xenown.  Soldiers !  when  you  talk  of  the  ptinoea  you  lunre  con- 
quered, of  the  nationa  you  lunre  liberated,  of  the  battlea  yon  have 
finight^  in  two  campanigns,  lay, — 'In  the  n^  two  we  ahall  do  atiU 


more. 


During  bia  journey  to  Rastadt,  through  Switzerhmd,  Napoleon  was 
everywhere  greeted  with  acclamations  of  joy.  At  Geneva,  a  line  of 
carriages,  brilliantly  lighted,  was  drawn  up  on  each  side  of  the  street, 
filled  with  ladies,  who  made  the  air  ring  with  reiterated  cries  of 
"  Long  live  Bonaparte  !  Long  live  the  Pacificator  !"  On  entering  the 
Pays  du  Vaud,  tliree  parties  of  handsome  young  females — one  clothed 
in  white,  another  in  red,  and  the  third  in  blue — came,  at  the  head  of 
the  principal  inhabitant^  to  meet  and  welcome  him.  Tbeae 
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I 

presented  lum  with  a  crown  inseribed  with  Uie  fiunous  tentence  ^ 
used  by  him  when  he  proclaimed  the  liberty  of  the  Valteline,  and  \ 
which  conld  not  fiul  to  endear  him  to  every  Switser: — ^''One  nation  j 
cannot  be  ssbject  to  another.**   His  carriage  having  broken  down  at 

Meudon,  he  proceeded  on  foot,  csroifi  d  I  y  n:Uive  soldiers,  as  far  as  >  ^ 
Morat,  where  he  passed  over  the  fit'ld  on  which  the  army  of  Charles  j 
the  J3old,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  had  been  destroyed  by  the  valour  of  . 

the  Swiss.    "  'llie  French,"  obser^Td  T-annr>^,  who  accompanied  him,     1  j 
after  they  had  viewed  the  ground,  and  ascertained  the  particulars  of 
the  battle,  "understand  better,  now  a-days,  how  to  fight."  —  "In 
14.5(),"  sliarply  interrupted  Napoleon,  "tlie  Burguudians  were  not 
Frenchmen." 

Napoleon  did  not  remain  at  the  Congress  after  the  fortress  of 
Ments  was  surrendered  to  IVance.  The  negodatioiM  at  Rastadt, 
whidi  involved  innnmerable  petty  disputes  between  the  several 
pnnoea  of  the  Germanic  Confederation,  were  extremely  distasteful 
to  him.  '*He  was  not  the  man,**  says  his  secretary,  "to  spin  out 
years  in  mannfectnring  German  treaties.'*  At  the  moment  of  his 
departore  Paris,  De  Bonrrienne,  who  had  long  been  on  the  list  of 
proscribed  emigrants,  and  feared,  from  the  unstable  character  of  the 
Government,  that  the  scenes  of  1796  might  be  renewed,  expressed  a 
^-ish  to  remain  in  Germany.  Napoleon  with  excited  vivacity  bade  ^ 
him  step  into  the  carriage.  "  Come,"  said  he,  "  pass  the  Rliine  ! 
without  apprehension.  'I  licv  dare  not  tear  you  from  my  side.  I 
will  guarantee  your  safety."  There  was  no  cause  for  alarm,  however: 
the  Directory  had  ])reviously  taken  note  of  this  proscription,  and 
erased  it  in  complinu  nt  to  Bonaparte,  **  being  unwilling  that  a  sus- 
pected traitor  should  approach  the  Conqueror  of  Italy." 

The  journey  through  fVanoe  was  performed  privately,  and  with 
the  utmost  ei^iedition.  At  F^ois,  where  he  arrived  in  the  beginning 
<i£  December;  Napoleon  resumed  his  humble  residence,  Chansste 
d'Antin,  Rue  Chanterdne;  the  same  whidi  he  had  oceuined  befere 
his  appointment  to  the  Army  of  Italy.  As  soon  as  his  arrival  was 
known,  the  leaders  of  die  various  political  parties  called  upon  him 
to  pay  their  court.  The  various  avenues  leading  to  his  house  were 
COPStandy  crowded  with  people  anxious  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the 
young  hero:  the  street  in  which  he  lived  came  in.  fer  a  portioii  of 
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BSC£PTXOV  AT  TRB  LUXBMBOVBO. 

the  honour  uiiivrrsally  accorded  to  its  ilhistrious  inhabitant,  and 
received  from  the  municipality  the  new  name  of  Rue  de  La  I'ictoire. 
But  Napoleon,  with  the  plain  clothes  of  a  private  citizen,  had  aanimed 
the  simple  uiuMtentaCioiiB  maimen  of  domestic  life.  Thoiogb  courted 
in  the  highest  cirdes,  he  rarely  minted  with  society;  md  seemed 
eapedally  to  shun  the  applause  of  the  popnlaoe.  Hie  oompsny  he 
receired  at  home  was  that  of  a  few  men  of  science  ;~Monge,  who 
had  aooompeaied  him  throogh  the  campaign  of  Italy,  and  to  whom 
he  had  heoome  attached,  Bertholkt,  Borda,  La  Flaoe,  Fnmy,  and 
La  Grange;  —  and  some  distinguished  military  officen:  Berthier, 
Desaix,  Lefebrre,  CaffiveUi-Do&lga,  and  £leb«r;  together  widi  a 
few  Deputies, 

The  lOth  of  December  was  fixed  for  the  public  reception  of 
Napoleon  at  the  Luxembourg.  An  immense  amphitheatre  had  been 
erected  at  the  lower  end  of  the  palace-court  for  the  accoininodation 
of  the  Directors  and  the  other  public  authorities.  Tlie  windows 
were  filled  with  ladies,  and  the  great  court  with  a  mighty  concourse 
of  the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  Paris.  In  the  centre  of  the  arena 
arose  a  pafadal  altar,  supported  by  the  ststoes  of  liberty.  Equality, 
and  Peace.  The  roof  was  formed  of  the  stmdards  taken  fiom  die 
national  enemies  in  the  campaign  of  Italy. 

On  the  entrance  of  the  victor,  at  the  head  of  his  sta£^  the  whole 
multitade  arose  and  oncoirered  their  heads..  He  was  introduced,  in 
a  long  harangoe,  by  Talleyrand,  Minister  for  Foreign  Affiurs.  Then, 
with  a  modest  demeanour  the  hen>  of  Areola  advanced,  and  in  a  firm 
voice  addressed  the  Directors.  "The  French  people,"  he  said,  "in 
order  to  become  free,  had  banded  king!?  to  contend  ■with.  To  obtain 
a  Constitution  founded  in  reason,  the  prejudices  of  eighteen  centuries 
had  to  be  overcome.  You,  Citizen  Directors,  and  the  Constitution 
of  the  year  Thrkk,  have  tnuiuphcd  over  .ill  these  obstacles.  Super- 
stition, the  ieudal  system,  and  Despotism,  have  successively  governed 
Europe  for  twenty  centuries:  but  the  peace  which  you  have  just 
condnded,  is  the  commencement  of  an  sge  of  Bepresenlaitfe  Govern- 
ments. Ton  hare  accomplished  the  organisation  of  the  Gbbat 
Nation,  whose  tenitoxy  is  now  boonded  onfy  by  Uie  hmxts  which 
nature  has  fixed.  Ton  hare  done  more.  The  two  most  beautiful 
regiottB  of  Emope,  so  odelisated  once  fer  sdenoeyfer  art,  and  fiir  the 
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great  men  to  whom  thej  gave  birth,  behold  with  the  lofftieet  aq^inticnit 
the  Genius  of  Freedom  arise  from  the  tombs  of  their  ancestofs.  These 
are  the  two  pedestals  on  which  the  do>-tinics  will  place  two  mighty 
nations.  I  have  the  honoxir  t^.prcscut  to  you  the  ti  t  aty  sicfned  at 
Campo-Formio,  and  ratified  by  his  majesty  tlie  Emjieror.  "When  the 
happiness  of  the  French  people  shall  be  secured  by  the  best  practical 
hiws,  the  whole  of  Europe  will  iK^come  free.** 

The  applauses  of  assembled  thousands  rent  the  air  when  the 
Genenl  eeaied  to  speak.  The  Duecton  qmbwced  lam,  and  exhibited 
die  oatmurd  dgnt  of  a  joy  by  &r  too  eztnTigaiit  to  be  reaL  It  waa 
meamuj,  hamvnr,  to  diaiemble.  The  aoldiera,  who  bad  loUowed  to 
▼iotoiy  him  of  wbom  Barraa  that  day  declared,  Aat  "Nature  had 
edunuted  aU  htst  powers  in  the  ereatKm  of  a  Bowq^arte,**  had  sung, 
as  they  returned  from  the  fields  of  their  glory,  songs  which  extolled 
their  General  as  a  god ;  and  it  was  the  common  cry  of  the  troops  that 
"it  was  time  to  turn  out  the  lawyers,  and  make  the  Little  Corporal 
king.**  The  spectacle  at  the  Luxembourg  must,  therefore,  have  trulv 
been  what  Bourricnne  h.us  described  it,  "  heartless  and  heavy — ^a  mere 
scene  of  sentimental  comedy.** 

The  Directory,  the  two  Councils,  the  Municipality,  and  the  Minister 
for  Foreign  AflBurs,  invited  him  to  splendid  entertainments.  At  the 
las^  be  enooonteNd  the  celebrated  Madame  do  Stael,  Uie  talented 
daughter  <^  Necker,  wbo,  as  the  reigning  Empress  of  Parisian  wit, 
wu  eoger  to  enter  the  Usta  against  the  Conqneror  of  Italy.  Amid  the 
aomeroas  and  brilliant  drde  assembled  on  the  oecsaion,  dae  essayed 
ie?eral  times,  bat  in  Tain,  to  iix  his  attention.  At  length,  half-wearied, 
and  chilled  with  his  indiffisrence,  she  alnruptly  asked,  "  Who  do  you 
consider,  General,  the  greatest  of  women,  linng  or  dead  **  She," 
aaid  Napoleon,  with  great  naivct^,  "  who  has  borne  the  greatest 
nunilH  T  of  children."  The  lady,  disconcerted  by  this  answer,  observed 
that  h<"  \v;t.s  rcjMirted  to  he  no  admirer  of  the  fair  sex.  "  I  am  fond  of 
mv  wife.  Madam,"  he  replied,  with  a  look  which  suthciently  indicated 
that  the  conversation  must  close.  From  this  period,  until  that  of  his 
reverses,  there  was  enmity  between  Madame  de  Stacl  and  Napoleon. 
The  Utter,  indeed,  always  entertained  an  extreme  aversion  to  female 

hL  general  mode  of  life  waa  little  different  at  this  time  to  what  it 


I 
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had  been  durinj?  the  days  of  hi?  obscurity.  He  was  naturally  of  a 
shy  and  retiring  disposition ;  reserved  and  simple  in  his  hubitJS  and 
manners,  even  to  awkwardness :  he  seldom  shewed  himself,  therefore, 
in  public  ;  and  when  unavoidably  br  rr^ht  forward  and  compelled  to 
submit  to  the  boisterous  homajrc  of  the  crowd,  he  knew  too  well  the 
worth  of  such  applause  to  feel  flattered  by  it.  "In  Paris,"  he  was 
accustomed  to  say,  "  they  soon  forget  everything.  If  I  remain  here 
long  in  idleness,  I  shall  be  lost.  One  rejiutation  supplajits  another  in 
this  great  IJabylon.  If  I  shew  myself  thrice  at  a  spectacle,  the  people 
will  b(T(nnc  familiar  with  me,  and  I  shall  be  no  longer  an  object  of 
regaid."    Nevertheless,  he  went  frequently  to  the  Opera,  where  he 
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usually  seated  himself  in  a  private  box ;  and  though  sometimes 
recognised,  and  loudly  called  for,  he  never  presented  himself.  He 
even  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  a  design  of  the  managers  to  give 
a  grand  representation  in  honour  of  him.    Once,  however,  he  sent  to 
j      request  the  performance  of  certain  pieces,  with  a  particular  cast  of  the 
I     characters,  in  order  to  include  several  favourite  actors,  if  it  were  j 
possible.    "  Possible  ! "  said  the  gallant  manager,  "  nothing  is  impos- 
sible, that  is  desired  by  the  Conqueror  of  Italy.    The  General  has 
banished  that  word  fiom  the  French  dictionary."    Bonaparte  laughed  I 
j     heartily  when  this  compliment  was  reported  to  him.    "  It  must,  at  all  | 
I     events,  be  agreeable,"  said  Bourriennc  to  him  one  day,  when  he  had 
withdrawn  with  his  usual  precipitation  from  some  noisy  popular 
I     demonstration,  "  to  be  greeted  thus  by  the  acclamations  of  one's  ' 
i     fellow -citi/ens."    "  Bah!"  cried  Napoleon;  "  the  same  crowd  would  ; 

follow  me  as  eagerly  if  I  were  on  my  way  to  the  scaffold."  I 
j  Amid  all  this  popularity,  however,  it  had  not  been  forgotten  that  the  j 
idol  of  the  moment  was  he  who  had  suppressed  the  revolt  of  the  ' 
I  Sections  in  Vcndemiaire,  1795,  and  that  his  voice  had  decid«>d  the  , 
recent  events  of  the  1 8th  Fructidor.  Soon  after  his  return  to  Paris,  1 
he  received  a  note  apprising  him  of  the  existence  of  a  conspiracy  to  ' 
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poison  hira.  He  caused  tlie  bearer  to  be  arrested,  and  to  be  accom- 
panied by  a  local  msigistrate  to  the  house  of  the  female  who  had 
furnished  the  iuformation.  On  reaching  her  chamber,  she  w  as  found 
upon  the  floor,  bathed  in  blood,  \iath  several  stabs  iu  diilerent  parts  of 
Iier  body.  The  men,  whoae  design  slie  had  learned  and  discloaed, 
having  in  Mniie  wuf  become  ao^uniited  with  ike  fiict  of  their  betrayal, 
had  taken  diii  learAd  mode  to  get  rid  of  aU  tearimony  agaiut  tkem. 

On  the  28th  of  December,  be  waa  deoted  a  member  of  tke  dam  of 
aria  »«*^  ttMinftn  in  tke  ITatioinal  Inaliitnte :  a  <l»«tMM*iflin  wkicik  — *wmm1 
to  afiord  kim  more  gratificatiaii  tkan  all  diet  had  been  previonaly 
conferred  upon  Um.  In  admowledgmcnt  of  thiaboiioor,  he  addrened 
the  following  note  to  Camus,  the  President : — 

'*  The  suffirages  of  the  distinguished  men  who  compose  the  Institute 
honour  me.  I  am  very  sensible  that  I  must  be  for  a  long  time  their 
pupil,  before  I  can  become  their  equal.  If  there  were  any  mode  more 
expressive  than  another  to  convey  to  them  my  sentiments  of  regard,  I 
would  employ  that. 

"  The  only  true  conquests,  which  leave  no  regret  to  the  victor,  are 
those  we  obtain  over  ignorance.  The  most  honourable,  as  well  as  the 
most  useful  pmanita  of  nationa,  are  tkoae  whsdi  contribiite  to  the 

fiSrfsBBflillk,  of  lillft  Oi 

**  The  real  greatness  of  the  French  Republic  should  henceiorth 
cmiaist  in  not  permitting  the  eziatenoe  of  a  rin^^  new  idea,  wxthont 
its  being  added  to  die  national  iatdligenoe." 

He  diwioefiwrth,  on  all  puibUe  oooaaioiia,  adopted  die  costumf  of  the 

Institute,  and  preferred  the  honour  of  being  classed  among  men  of 
literary  and  scientific  *f  to  the  high  rank  which  his  military 

eminence  conferred  upon  him.  That  there  was,  however,  some 
degree  of  affectation  in  this,  he  has  himself  informed  u.s.  "  I  knew." 
he  afterM-ards  said,  "  that  there  was  not  a  drummer  in  the  army  but 
would  lioUl  me  in  higher  esteem,  for  believing  me  to  be  something 
more  than  a  mere  soldier." 

Satiated  with  the  incense  which  had  been  so  unsparingly  offered  to 
hia  ftme,  and  wearied  widi  the  idleness  ai  hia  pMsent  lifi^  be  began 
again  to  long  ftr  action.  A  aecret  attempt  was  made  to  obtain  a 
diapeoaatkm,  in  kia  fiiTonr,  of  tke  law  req»ecting  a  candidate*a  age  fer 
tke  office  of  Director ;  but  to  Una  the  ritting  members  declared  die 
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most  dedd«d  opfKMitioii ;  and  it  vai  comaegnciitly  wnr  proposeA  in 
poblic.  Tlw  jeiixnuj  of  lihe  DireoUnry  lud  been  openly  nunufestedt 
pivfknidy  to  lilt  nmal  in  Paiii.  A  motion  had  been  made  in  die 

Council  of  Ancients  that  the  extensive  domain  of  Chambord,  and  a 
haadBome  residence  in  the  capital,  should  be  settled  upon  him,  as  a 
teatinumy  of  natiopal  gratitude ;  and  on  this  being  thwarted^  M.  Mali- 
bran,  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  proposed  that  he 
should  be  endowed,  from  the  public  revenue,  with  an  annual  income 
of  fifty  thousand  livrcs,  and  a  reversion  of  half  that  sum  to  his  wife. 
To  defeat  tliis,  the  singular  argument  was  advanced,  "  that  the  glorious 
deeds  of  General  Bonaparte  were  too  inestimable  to  be  repaid  with 
gold : "  a  maxim  which,  if  hterally  followed  out,  must  inevitably  leave 
the  greatest  benefacton  of  a  naticm  and  of  mankiiid  to  pine  in  indi- 
gence; to  say  nothing  of  Uie  adnuraUe  economy  of  anch  a  h%h<* 
aoanding  eiliniate  of  public  wnrioea.  It  ie  difficult  to  aeconnt  latia- 
frctarily  tn  this  namnr-ninded  jealomy  and  oppoaituMi.  Peiliapa  it 
waa  hoped  that  the  poverty  of  N^oleon  would  leatnan  Ina  anibitMn^ 
and  con^  him  to  remain  in  a  private  atalSon  far  want  of  meana  to 
plice  hinudf  at  the  head  of  a  party.  Be  this  as  it  may,  howerer,  the 
course  pursued  towards  him  was  obviously  as  unwiae  aa  it  was  unjuat ; 
being  calctdated  to  diagnst  and  render  dangerous  one  in  whom 
generosity  and  confidence  mi^ht  have  produced  attachment :  and  it 
was  universally  kno^vn  that  the  General  might  easily  have  enriched 
himself  to  any  extent  while  in  Italy.  Tic  had  transmitted  to  the 
Government  upwards  of  fifty  millions  of  francs ;  yet,  although  he  liad 
never  been  required  to  render  an  account,  he  had  retained  but  a 
comparatively  small  aom  fiur  hia  own  naet,  and  waa  in  oirciimstances  by 
no  meana  affluent. 

The  difforence  of  opinion  and  aentiment  hetween  die  ministry  and 
the  General,  waa  displayed,  wifhont  any  great  effiart  on  cither  aide  at 
oonceahnent,  on  the  occasion  of  calebratiag  the  amdversary  of  the  death 
of  Louis  XVI.,  the  21st  of  January,  1796.  On  the  part  of  the  Direeton 
it  waa  at  first  disputed  whether  Bonaparte  should  be  invited  to  attend 
the  ceremony,  lest  he  should  be  the  sole  olgect  of  pubUc  attention;  but 
when  it  had  been  ascertained  that  he  was  averse  to  being  present, 
it  was  proposed  that  he  should  take  the  most  prominent  part  in  the 
celebration.    Kspoleon  himself  hesitated  for  some  time,  deeming  it 
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impofitic  to  give  die  Baaction  of  his  jweMiice  to  a  ftte,  die  nttoze  end 
occanon  of  which  he  held  in  utter  abhorrence.  He  oomndered  the  | 
event  commemorated  as  a  national  calamity,  and  did  not  scruple  to  say  | 
that  it  was  unworthy  of  a  c^eat  people  to  triumph,  year  after  year,  in 
the  death  of  an  individual  w  ho  had  been  declared  in^•iolabl^  and  irre- 
sponsible by  the  Constitution  itself.  After  some  waste  of  argument  on 
each  side,  it  was  determined  that  he  should  appear  ^vith  his  class,  as 
a  private  member  of  the  Institute.  The  effect,  however,  was  precisely  i 
that  wliich  had  been  dreaded  by  the  Director)'.  At  the  church  of 
St.  Sidpicc,  in  which  the  ritual  was  perfonned.  Napoleon  was  recog- 
nised, and,  being  pointed  ont  to  the  multitude,  became  die  object  of 
undivided  attraction.  At  the  eondunon  of  the  ceremony  the  Birecton 
were  left  to  their  gloomy  meditations,  while  the  whole  city  reoounded 
with  ahouta  of  "Long  lire  the  General  of  dw  Amy  of  Itdy."  This 
circumstance,  trtnal  as  k  waa  in  itaelf,  added  to  the  hittemeie  of  heart 
with  which  the  members  of  the  Groyemment  heard  die  uniTersal  echo 
of  Bonaparte's  praise,  and  filled  them  widi  dark  presentiments  of  the 
speedy  termination  of  their  own  sovereignty. 

As  they  dared  not  to  inflict  open  indignities  upon  the  object  of  their 
hate,  they  were  compelled  to  resort  to  me.mnesses,  wliich,  added  to 
their  long  felt  imbecility  and  mal-adniinistration,  rendered  them  so  im- 
popular,  that  the  friends  of  Napoleon  were  encouraged  to  virge  him  at 
once  to  seize  the  reigns  of  power,  and  place  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
nation.  He  was  too  cautious,  however,  to  venture  upon  any  merely 
raperimental  step ;  and,  after  carefully  balancing  his  own  we%ht  widi 
diet  of  dw  partiea  likety  to  be  opposed  to  him,  he  thought  it  prndent 
160  decline  die  venture.  **  Tlie  pear,"  to  use  his  own  words,  **  was 
not  ripe.**  The  fiwtions  into  which  the  country  was  divided  were 
many.  Hie  uItr»4emocnila  were  numnrous;  die  more  moderate 
republican  supporters  of  die  present  Constitution  stiU  possessed  great 
power,  and  were  backed  by  the  Armies  of  the  Rhine,  strong,  well- 
disciplined,  and  entertaining  some  degree  of  jeak»ua  hostility  against 
the  leader  of  more  successful,  and  consequendy  more  honoured  and 
more  wealthy  troops.  The  Army  of  Italy,  upon  which  alone  he 
could  rely,  was  distant  and  scattered :  and  it  was  more  than  probable 
that  to  oppose  his  accession,  the  RoyaUstiJ  and  Kepublicans  would  have 
made  common  cause.    The  indirect  influence  which  his  success  in 
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Italy  had  exerted  upon  the  government  and  die  peq^le,  and  die 
want  of  his  presence,  or  proximity,  was  not  yet  hStL  or  undaatood. 

To  give  him  an  entire  ascendency  with  all  classes,  to  induce  men  to 
think  of  him  indi^-idually,  not  as  a  mere  portion  of  the  public  machine 
kept  in  motion  bv  others,  hut  as  its  head  and  movor,  it  was  necessary 
that  he  should  for  a  time  be  absent  from  tlie  scene  of  action,  and  that 
his  recall  to  sustain  the  sinking  State  should  be  luiiversally  demanded. 
He  accordingly  turned  his  thouglits  once  more  towards  the  East ; 
**  that  theatre,"  as  he  described  it,  "  of  mighty  empires,  where  all  the 
great  revolutions  of  the  earth  had  arisen,  where  mind  had  its  birth, 
and  all  religions  dieir  cradle,  and  where  tax  himdied  aullioiia  <tf  men 
adU  liad  a  dwdling-place."  Eg^^pt  waa  the  ooontry  that  now  allared 
him;  and  through  thia  land  he  hoped  to  reach  (he  Britidi  poflseaaiona 
m  Lkdia,  and  to  found  a  new  empite,  extending  from  the  monlha  cf 
Ae  Nile  to  the  banks  ef  the  Ganges. '  The  idea,  thongk  perhiq^ 
vague  and  eztrsnragam^  waa  a  anblime  one,  and  worthy  of  the  genius 
of  Napoleon.  The  developement  of  circumstances,  as  yet  ihrouded 
in  futurity,  could  alcme  determine  whether  it  was  to  he  pursued  as 
a  reality,  or  to  be  meselj  aubsenrient  to  a  more  dearly  cherished 
purpose. 

The  project  was  suggested  to  tlie  Director*-;  but  this  body  was 
desirous  of  attacking  England  upon  her  own  w)il,  and  of  employing 
the  aid  of  the  Conqueror  of  Italy  for  that  purj)()sr.  Their  wishes 
were  announced  to  him;  but,  before  committing  himself  to  any 
definitire  plan  of  operations,  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  make  a 
auTfey  of  the  coaat,  and  to  obtain  inlbnnalaon  from  the  pilots,  aailora, 
fishermen,  and  amugglers  best  aoqnainted  with  the  narrow  aeaa 
which  required  to  be  crossed  in  the  omteinplated  eapedititm.  He 
proceeded,  therefixre,  by  Eu^lea,  Ambleteuse,  Boulogne,  Calaia,  Dun- 
kirk, Fumes,  Nieuport,  Ostend,  and  Waldierai,  to  ezamine  what 
chances  of  success  might  present  themaelrea.  The  result  was  a 
determination  to  renounce  the  scheme  as  impracticable.  '*It  is  too 
desperate  a  hazard,"  he  said:  "I  will  not  stake  the  fate  of  our 
beautiful  France  upon  such  a  cast."  The  fact  was,  (liat.  indepen- 
dently of  the  siijieriority  of  the  English  navy,  M  hieh  r(  lulcred  it 
extremely  probable  that  a  hostile  force  would  be  dr>troyed  or 
captured  even  before  it  reached  its  destination,  England  was  in  no 
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oondttion  to  be  revolutioiiised.  At  die  mere  direat  of  niTuioii  the 
enthusiasm  of  tbe  wbole  people  had  burst  forth  in  one  pattiotic 
gush.  Difierences  of  sect  and  party  were  instantly  forgotten,  and 
the  same  resolve  actuated  every  breast  and  nerved  every  hand:  a 

determination  to  prescr\-c  from  outrage,  or  insult,  the  palaces  and 
cottages  of  Britain.  The  conquest  of  this  country  could  at  no  time 
have  appeared  to  Napoleon  othei-AWso  than  as  a  means  of  diverting 
tlu'  attention  of  England  from  other  designs. 

'llie  Directors  seeing  the  hopelessne&s  of  their  own  project,  were 
glad  to  promote  the  accompUshmeut  of  that  of  Bonaparte^  as  a  means 
of  xemoiug  to  a  dirtttace  him  whoee  oompelitioii  and  takBta  Aey  had 
ao  much'Oaiue  to  finr.  "Entry  &aBty  waa  there&ce  affiuded  him; 
men,  mon^y,  ships  of  war,  frigatea,  transporta :  nodiiiig  waa  indihdd. 
He  waa  allowed  to  have  the  sole  appomtment  of  the  dSficen,  and  die 
anangement  of  the  entire  ^aa  and  conduet  of. the  expedition;  the  | 
preparations  £m  whidi  were  upon  a  scale  of  magnitude  commenaurate  | 
with  the  importance  of  the  imdertaking.    The  yaiioua  squadrons  of 
the  fleet  were  ordered  to  Toulon,  while  the  army,  which  had  been  j 
destined  for  the  descent  upon  England,  was  marched  to  the  shores  of  ! 
the  Mediterranean.    The  troojis  consisted  chiefly  of  picked  men  from 
the  Army  of  Italy:  the  Gener:Js  and  officers  being  those  who  had  ' 
attained  most  distinction  in  their  several  departments  during  tlie  wars  I 
of  the  RepubUc.    Among  them  \>  ere  Kkber,  Dcsaix,  Lannes,  3iurat, 
Berthier,  Caffarelli,  Keguier,  Audreossi,  Meuou,  D'Hilliers,  and  j 
BelUard.    The  naval  force  waa  under  the  command  of  Admiral  > 
Brueya.   To  theae  were  added  a  troop  of  a  hundred  Savani  men 
eminenft  ton  art,  adence,  and  literature ;  the  utilily  of  whose  appoint- 
nkent  waa  much  queationed  at  the  time,  and  has  been  ridiculed  naoe. 
It  is  to  their  labours,  howerer,  that  we  must  look  for  the  chief 
results  of  the  Egy  ptian  expedition.    By  revealing  to  us  die  modem, 
and  much  of  the  ancient  state  of  that  mysterioua  jcegiflO,  and  its 
resources,  they  first  opened  tlie  gates  of  ci\'ilizing  commerce,  in  that 
qixarter,  to  European   enterprise.     'llic   resuscitation  of  Egyptian 
power  and  importance  was  the  act  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  and  his 
despised  Connoisseurs. 

The  minutest  details  of  the  expedition  were  examined  by  Napoleon, 
and  arranged  according  to  his  direction.    lie  organised  everything, 
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Imeir  die  streiigdi  of  vntf  corps  of  -  die  wmj,  and  lihe  capedly  of 
every  officer;  and  geve  ell  the  neceesary  orders  respecting  stores, 
provisions,  and  equipments,  in  person.  "  He  laboured  night  and  day 
to  further  his  design.    His  words  ran  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning 

along  the  line  of  coast  from  Toulon  to  tlie  Tiber."  All  these  prepa- 
rations, however,  were  kept  strictly  secret.  Decrees  and  orilers  of  the 
Government  still  continued  to  be  published  of  a  nature  <  ak  ulated  to 
rivet  the  attention  of  England  to  tlie  shores  of  Picardy,  Normandy, 
and  Belgium ;  and  so  anxious  wa.s  Napoleon  to  maintain  this  delusion, 
that  he  desired  his  secretary  to  tell  all  who  might  enquire^  even  his 
own  fiuiily,  that  the  ei^«dition  wonM  mH  firom  ihe  luHtboar  of  t 
Bkeit 

Some  dugwtea  which  aroee  at  this  time*  req;iecting  an  aifaeurd  attempt 
made  by  the  agents  of  the  Bixectory  to  revolatioBiie  Switaerland  and 
Bome  upon  the  IVench  model,  and  a  gratnitoas  inralt  offiraed  by 
Bemadotte  to  dte  Conrt  of  Vienna*  ddayed  Ae  departure  of 

General  for  a  short  time,  and  had  nearly  induced  him  to  abandon  the 
undertaking  altogether.    But  afVcr  sounding  several  parties,  whose  ' 
aid  would  have  been  required  in  the  new  adventiu-e  which  suggested  | 
itself,  he  became  satisfied  that  the  hour  was  not  yot  come.    On  the     '  | 
3rd  of  May,  170M,  he  therefore  quitted  Paris;  resolved  to  be  guided  ! 
by  circumstances,  whether  his  rectum  should  be  at  tlie  end  of  a  few 
months,  of  se\'cral  years,  or  never.  j  j 

On  reaching  Toulon  he  reviewed  the  troops,  and  harangued  tliem  in  j 
an  animaHng  address.   **  Borne,**  he  said,  "  oomhatted  Carthage  by 
sea  as  wdl  as  by  Umd ;  and  England  is  the  Carthage  of  IVance.   I  am 
oome  to  lead  you,  in  die  name  of  the  Goddess  of  liberty,  across 
mii^ily  sees,  into  remote  realms,  where  your  valour  may  achieve  audi 
gkny  and  such  wesJth  as  could  never  be  hoped  for  beneada  the  cold  | 
Udes  of  dke  West.   The  meanest  soldier  in  the  army  shall  receive 
•even  acres  of  land  as  his  share  in  the  enterprise."    His  promises  had  ' 
not  hitherto  been  made  in  \  aiii.    The  soldiers  therefore  heard  him  j 
with  joy ;  and  rcpUed  with  enthusiastic  cheers,  and  loud  ciies  of  "  Live 
the  Immortal  Repuhhc  ! " 

llie  expetlition,  however,  was  still  delayed  by  the  vigilance  of  the 
English  ;  who,  without  being  aware  of  their  object,  had  narrowly 
watched  the  preparations  at  Toulon.    NcUon  was  cruising  within 


Digitized  by  Google 


BMIOEAHT8. 

sight  of  the  port  at  the  time  of  Napoleon's  arrival ;  and  the  latter  well 
knew  that  to  embark  in  his  presence  would  be  to  brave  ahnost  certain 


destruction  :  he  therefore  waited  till  fortune  should  enable  him  to 
elude  the  threatened  danger.  Eut  in  the  mean  time  he  was  not  idle. 
At  Toulon,  the  barbarous  law  respecting  emigrants  was  still  enforced 
indi  all  its  terrific  rigour.  A  few  months  before  this  period  an  dd 
man  of  eighty  had  been  diot  Indignant  on  katning  this  outrage  on 
hnmanity,  the  General  wrote  to  the  Ifilitaiy  Conununoneis,  relating 
the  tzanmctioii  alluded  to,  and  condnding  diiia: — "  I  eodunrt  yon, 
Citiaau,  when  die  law  piesentB  at  jwa  txibonal  dd  men  and  feniafca» 
to  declare  diat|  in  the  midat  of  war,  IVenchinen  reapect  tlie  iged  and 
die  women,  eren  of  their  enemiea.  Hie  ioldier  who  aigns  a  eentenoe 
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against  one  incapable  of  bearing  mna  m  a  coward.'*  "  lliis  letter," 
says  Do  Bourricnnc,  "  saved  one  unfortunate  being  actually  under 
sentence,  and  gave  great  satisfaction  to  all  the  inhabitants  and  the 
army."  There  was,  perhaps,  no  other  man  in  France  who  would 
have  dared  thus  to  assert  the  power  to  modify  a  law,  which,  though 
cruel  and  iniquitous,  was  still  a  law,  and  in  active  operation. 

On  the  evening  of  the  I8tb  of  May,  the  English  were  driven  off  the 
ooait  bj  a  violent  gale,  which  80  diMiUed  loiiie  of  die  ahipa,  diat 
Ndson  was  compelled  to  put  into  ihe  harbour*  of  fianlinia  to  refit, 
Napoleon,  leiiing  the  oppcnrtumly,  oaaunanded  die  initant  emburk- 
ation  of  the  troopa.  He  hinudf  took  m  tender  leaTO  of  ^ooephine, 
whom  he  had  brongiht  widi  him  to  Tonlony  in  order  to  enjoy  aa 


long  as  possible  the  charms  of  her  aodety.   Paasionately  aa  he  loved 

his  own  glory  and  that  of  France,  this  amiable  woman  engrossed 
an  equal  share  of  his  att«ffhment.    His  devotum  to  her,  indeed, 

approached  to  idolatry. 

As  the  fleet  got  under-wcigh,  the  sun — one  of  those  resplendent 
suns  wliich  the  French  soldiery  were  subsequently  accustomed  to  call 
the  Sum  ^  Napoleon — rose  on  the  mighty  armament.  "  Seldom," 
saya  Mr.  Lodchart,  **  have  the  ahorea  of  the  Mediterranean  witnessed 
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a  nobler  spectacle.  That  unclouded  sun  rose  on  a  semi-circle  of 
vessels,  extending  in  all  to  not  less  than  six  leagues ;  thirteen  ships  of 
the  line,  fourteen  frigates,  and  four  hundred  transports;  carrying  thirty 
thousand  chosen  soldiers,  with  officers  whose  names  were  only  inferior 
to  that  of  the  Gencral-in-chief." 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

VOYACB  TO  BOYPT — MALTA — ALKXANORIA — BATTLE  OF  THB  PYRAMIDS- 
CAIRO.  1796. 


RE  the  fleet  had  proceeded  far,  it  was  rcin- 
forcod  by  the  squadron  bearing  Dcsaix's 
di\'ijjion  from  Italy;  and  on  the  1 0th  of 
June,  the  expedition  arrived  ofl*  Malta,  the 
garrison  of  which  was  immediately  sum- 
moned by  Bonaparte  to  surrender.  ITiis 
btronghuld  was  occupied  by  the  religious 
Order  of  Knights  of  St.  John,  so  renowned  during  the  middle  ages  for 
chivalrous  exploits  in  the  defence  of  Christendom  against  the  Saracens 
and  Turks.  The  race  of  warrior-priests,  however,  had  become  extinct, 
and  a  generation  of  idle  voluptuaries  had  succeeded  them,  whose  large 
revenues  were  consumed  in  giving  balls  and  entertainments  in  the 
various  \wri»  of  Italy.  The  Grand  Master  had  been  successfully 
tampered  with  by  the  agents  of  the  Directory ;  and,  after  the  feeblest 
shew  of  resistance,  the  gates  of  the  almost  impregnable  fortress 
were  opened  to  the  troops  of  the  invader.  As  Napoleon  passed 
through  the  rocky  barriers  of  La  \'alette,  Caffarelli  exclaimed  to 
him,     It  is  well.  General,  that  we  had  friends  within  to  admit  us: 
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had  there  been  no  gnrrison  at  all,  the  conquest  migHt  not  have  been 
achieved  so  easily."  The  Turkish  prisoners  found  here  were  set  at 
liberty,  and  the  condition  of  those  who  had  been  condemned  to  the 
galleys  was  much  ameliorated.  Having  left  a  sufficient  force  for  the 
defence  and  government  of  the  island,  the  Gcneral-in-chief  resumed 
his  voyage  ou  tlie  lOtli,  accompanied  by  several  Kff'ght^f  of  the  Cross, 
who  solicited  posts  in  the  French  army. 

During  the  voyage,  Napoleon's  chief  pleasure  was  to  discoiu-se  with 
Monge  and  Berthollet  on  scientific  subjects,  with  Admiral  Brueys  on 
lunral  tactics,  and  with  General  CaflbreDi,  who  poMened  a  fond  of 
knowledge  and  ei^^ence,  on  general  affidra.  At  dinner,  m  addition 
to  die  officers  of  his  staff  and  the  Admiral,  the  attendance  o£  a  few  of 
the  ooknels  and  commandants  was  tuoally  invited,  among  whom  he 
promoted  diMnasions  on  abstract  qnestions  famished  by  himself, 
relating  to  history,  mythology,  and  science.   Among  the  subjecto 


proposed  may  be  enumerated,  —  "Arc  the  planets  inhabited?" 
"  \Miat  is  the  age  of  the  world  "  "  Will  the  earth  be  destroyed 
by  fire  or  water  ?"  The  object  of  tlu  se  discussions  was  to  afford  the 
General  an  opportunity  of  studjiug  at  leisure  the  talents  and  capacity  of 
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those  whom  he  would  shortly  haye  occasion  tn  employ;  and  it  is  a 
somewhat  characteristic  circumstance,  that  he  always  bestowed  greater 
commendation  upon  those  who  insrrnionsly  support i-d  an  absurd 
hyi>othcsis,  than  upon  those  who  arpjuod  with  c<^|ual  abihly  in  sujiport 
of  a  rational  opinion.  Another  eharacterintic  trait  was  displayed 
during  this  voyage.  From  the  crowded  state  of  tlie  vessels,  and  the 
want  of  precaution  in  those  umicquaintcd  with  nautical  manoeuvres,  it 
fireqtiently  happened  that  a  man  fell  overboard,  \llien  this  occurred 
Napoleon^  though  ao  Umah  cS  hnnuHi  life  upon  the  fiold  of  batde,  waa 
UMUe  to  rest  till  die  pexaon  waa  extricaled.  He  woold  otdet  the 
vcaael  to  laj-to,  aod  beitoir  liberal  rewarda  npm  Uie  ankm  mott 
■otife  tn  the  reacne;  he  would  eren  exempt  thooe  who  had  dii» 
tingoiahed  Aemaelvea  upon  audi  occaaiona  from  poniahinent;  for 
breach  of  diadpHne.  One  dark  night,  a  noiae  waa  heard  as  of  a  man 
overboard.  The  word  to  put  the  ship  about  was  inatantly  given  by 
the  General ;  and  when  after  considerable  exertion  it  waa  found  that 
all  the  stir  had  been  occasioned  by  the  slipping  of  a  quarter  of  beef 
from  a  noose  at  the  bulwark,  Najwleon  ordered  that  the  recompense 
should  be  more  liberal  than  usual  : — "  It  might,"  Siiid  he,  have  been 
a  man,  and  the  /eul  and  courage  now  di^playcd  have  not  been  less 
than  would  have  been  required  in  tliat  event." 

The  greatest  anxiety  to  escape  the  English  waa  diaplaycd  through- 
out the  voyage.  It  ia  bnt  jnat  to  add,  that  Bm^  eomplained  bitterly 
of  die  ineffideni^of  hbfleet;  of  the  encmnbered  itate  and  impeiiMt 
arming  of  the  ahipa  of  war  and  ftigataa^  and  of  die  wetloMM  of  die 
erewe  of  eU.  He  dedared  that  it  had  reqnned  no  litde  reeolntion  to 
take  charge  of  the  armament;  and  aaid  dmt  in  case  of  attack,  even  by 
an  inloior  aqnadnm,  dw  eonfiiaion  among  such  a  multitnde,  and  die 
immenae  quantity  of  baggage,  would  inevitably  produce  a  catastrophe^ 
by  impeding  the  necessary  operations.  "God  grant,"  he  one  day 
exclaimed,  "  that  we  may  pass  without  meeting  the  English !  for  had 
they  but  ten  g<KKl  s^hip-*  tliey  mii,'ht  defeat  us."  The  expedition  was 
destined  to  escape  the  dreaded  encounter.  Nelson,  finding  on  his 
return  to  Toulon  that  the  French  had  left  tliat  port,  and  having 
a«.irtained  that  they  had  not  sauled  for  the  Atlantic,  proceede<l  to 
Napka,  where  he  first  heard  of  the  capture  of  Malta,  and  the 
departmre  of  the  ileet  from  Ifaeaoe  towaida  th«  Seat.  He  at  onee 
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concluded  that  Egypt  was  their  destination,  and  thitherwards  accord- 
in^'ly  made  all  sail.     On  the  26th  of  June,  the  adverse  fleets 
ahnost  touched  each  otlier,  off  the  coast  of  Candia — that  of  Nelson 
being  seen  by  one  of  Napoleon's  frigates,  standing  to  the  Westward, 
although  the  hazy  weather  prevented  the  French  from  being  observed. 
The  English  Admuil  ■nived  before  Alexandria  on  the  28th  of  June ; 
but  being  still  unable  to  giin  any  intcUigenoe  of  the  enemy,  he 
■ailed  for  Bhodea  and  Syiaciue;  ma  was  it  till  a  montli  afterwaxda 
that  he  obtained  certain  information  of  what  had  beoome  of  the 
armament  which  had  ao  atrangety  eluded  him.   The  Frendi  haTii^ 
learned  the  movements  of  tfieir  opponentBy  inatead  of  steering  direct 
for  Alexandria,  bent  their  coarse  towards  a  more  northerly  point  of 
the  Aftican  coast,  and  on  the  29tk  came  in  sight  of  Cape  Aza,  when, 
on  reconnoitring  the  shore,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  fleet  that  had 
presented  itself  but  the  day  before  had  again  departed.    On  the  Ist 
of  J  uly ,  the  French  appeared  oS  Alcxandi-ia ;  and  so  great  was  the 
apprehension  of  the  return  of  the  English,  that  Napoleon,  at  the  risk 
of  being  \vrecked,  hastened  to  throw  himself  a.sli ore  ;  and,  although 
it  wiis  past  noon,  and  a  high  wind  and  surf  prevailed,  and  the  shore 
was  beset  with  dangerous  rccis,  he  ordered  the  immediate  disembark* 
ation  of  the  troops.  To  die  Admiral's  r^neaentationa  of  danger,  and 
request  for  a  few  hours*  deUy,  he  replied,  "  There  b  no  time  to  lose. 
If  I  profit  not  by  the  opportunity  now  afforded  me,  die  ei^editioB 
will  be  deatroyed."    At  die  moment  when  the  preparatjona  ftv 
landing  were  going  forward,  a  atrange  aafl  was  seen  upon  the  borlaop. 
"Fovtonel**  exclaimed  the  General,  in  agony,  "  I  ask  of  thee  but  a 
short  respite;  wilt  thou  forsake  me  now}'*    The  veasel  proved  to  be 
a  French  firigatc.  La  JutUce.    In  the  course  of  the  night,  the  troops, 
cheered  bv  the  presence  and  active  superintendence  of  Napoleon, 
landed,  with  much  less  loss  than  was  anticipated,  at  Marabout,  an 
anchorage  about  three  leagues   from  Alexandria.     Before  disem- 
barking, the  following  proclamation  had  been  distributed  among  the 
troops : — 

'*  Soldiers !  Yon  are  aibont  to  undertake  a  conquest,  the  effects  <^ 
which  upon  the  commerce  and  cwiliiatiflfn  of  the  world  are  hueUm- 
laUe.  Tou  will  atrike  a  Uow  at  Eni^d,  die  moat  aure  and  vital 
she  can  receive  until  you  inflict  her  deadi-atroke.    We  have  acme 
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ftljgwiiig  mardiM  to  make,  some  acdons  to  win;  baft  raocen  will 
croim  our  exertknt.  The  detdniee  aie  &?oiixalile.  The  Maiiieliikei» 
who  are  in  the  pay  of  England,  and  tyrannise  over  this  nnfortiinate 

country,  wiU  soon  nftcr  our  landing  have  eeaaed  to  exist. 
"  The  people  with  whom  we  arc  about  to  be  connected  are 

Mahometans.  It  is  the  first  article  of  their  creed,  that  *  There  is  no 
other  God  but  God,  and  Mahomet  is  his  prophet.'  Do  not  gainsay 
them :  live  with  them  as  you  have  live  d  m  ith  the  Italiims  and  with 
the  Jews.  Pay  the  same  deference  to  their  muftis  and  imauns,  as 
you  have  paid  to  the  bishops  and  tlic  rabbins.  Shew  to  the  eerc- 
monies  prescribed  by  the  Koran,  and  to  the  mosques,  the  same 
tolerance  as  you  have  shewn  to  the  convent.s  and  the  synagogues,  to 
the  xeligioii  of  Jeaiu  and  of  Moaea.  AU  religions  were  protected  by 
Um  legioiM  of  andflnt  Rome. 
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"You  will  find  here  customs  that  «nrc  greatly  at  variance  with  those 
of  Europe :  accustom  yourselves  to  respect  them.  The  inhabitants 
treat  their  women  differently  from  us  :  but  in  every  country  he  who 
inolatcs  is  a  monster.  Pillage  enriclicH  only  a  few,  while  it  dishonours 
an  armv,  destroys  its  resources,  and  makes  enemies  oi'  those  whom  it 
ia  the  interest  of  all  to  attach  as  friends. 

"  The  first  city  W6  dull  approach  mm  halt  by  AkatMuiet.  Every 
step  we  take  niSi  awaken  rabliiiie  recoUections,  wottihy  of  cxdiuig 
die  enniktioD  ef  Erendunen.** 

Kapdeon  did  not  wait  finr  die  laadiiig  of  ihe  wkole  anny;  Vnt  aa 
Mxm  aa  three  or  four  thonsand  men  had  reached  the  shore,  they  wore 
formed  into  battle  order  upon  the  beach,  and  directed  to  march  upon 
Alexandria,  which  cily  Ihey  reached  shortly  after  day-break  on  the 
2nd.  The  attack  commenced  immediately;  and  the  feeble  garrison, 
being  totally  tmpreparcd  for  hostilities  from  a  nation  with  which  they 
had  been  hitherto  at  peace,  were  unable  to  make  an  effectual  resist- 
ance. They  shut  the  gates,  however,  and  showered  stones  and  voUeys 
of  muslvet->liut  upon  their  assailants:  but  these  were  of  Uttle  avail 
against  an  enemy  to  whom  war  in  its  most  dreadful  aspect  had  grown 
familiar.  Ihe  walls  were  old  and  ruinous,  and  in  many  places 
preaenled  breadiea  incapable  of  defence,  lluongh  diese  an  entraace 
was  soon  efeeted  hy  some  Gmdea,  who,  poniing  a  ateady  fixe  ica  a 
few  seconds  upon  the  Moslem  soldiers  that  manned  the  waDa,  created 
among  them  the  utmost  consternation.  After  a  few  houm  the  place 
capitulated,  and  the  troops  of  Napoleon  weto  speedily  quartered  in 
the  capital  of  Cleopatra  and  the  Ptolemies, 

The  first  object  of  the  French  General  was  to  conciliate  the  Scheiks, 
the  civil  authorities  of  Eg)-pt,  and  the  settled  inhabitants,  a  peaceable 
and  liarmless  race,  by  flattering  the  animosity  they  were  known  to 
cherish  against  the  Mamelukes,  the  militiu-y  rulers  of  the  countrv,  who 
exercised  the  most  milimited  despotism  over  every  other  elass  of 
the  natives.  Proclamations  in  French  and  Arabic  were  issued  from 
head-quarters,  setting  forth  that  the  French,  who  had  destroyed  the 
Papal  powv  and  that  of  the  Maltese  Knights  of  the  Gios^  were  the 
friends  of  God  and  all  true  Mnssiilmans;  and  that  the  sole  object  of 
their  eacpedkum  waa  to  put  an  aid  to  the  unjnat  oppression  and 
tyranny  of  the  MameLokea.    **  We,**  said  one  of  these  addresses. 
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'*  who  hare  in  all  agw  been  the  allies  of  the  (Siand  Seignor,  and 

the  enemies  of  his  enemies,  come  not  to  make  war  against  true 
belie VLTs  ;  but  against  the  blasphemers  who  have  revolted  fi-om  the 
rightful  authority  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  'riirico  haj)()y  shall  they  be 
who  assist  us — blest  in  their  fortune  and  inheritance :  but  woe  to  all 
who  arm  in  defence  of  the  Mamelukes,  and  fight  against  us.  For 
them  there  is  neither  recompense  nor  hope.  It  is  decreed,  that  they 
•haUperiahl" 

PiTe  daya  were  paased  at  Alexaadzia  m  Tefreahbg  the  amj  after 
Uiliaraaniif  Tojage;  oUamiiig  infimnatioa  respecdng  lihe  atate  of  fiie 
ooimtij,  and  ita  gofveniment  and  resonroea;  and  in  amnging  die 
detaita  of  the  intended  wmipaign.   Detaix,  meanwhile,  with  a  divinm 

of  nearly  five  thousand  men,  was  despatched  to  Beda  to  open  com- 
nnnications  with  the  natiTe  Azabiy  whoee  aariatance  it  was  hoped  to 
obtain ;  and  to  operate  as  an  advanced  gOttd  oa  the  route  to  CSaixo. 
On  tlie  7th  of  July,  leaving  Klebcr  in  command  of  the  garrison, 
Napoleon  set  out  across  the  plains  of  Bohahireh  for  Dumanhour. 
The  course  lay  along  the  Nile,  on  wliich  a  small  flotilla,  imder  the 
orders  of  Commodore  Pcree,  was  launched,  to  ascend  the  stream  and 
protect  the  right  flank  of  the  army.  The  uncultivated  wildemess 
which  had  now  to  be  traversed  was  entirely  destitute  of  shelter ;  and 
the  Azaba,  wlio  hovered  anmnd*  luuraaied  die  troope  inoeaMody, 
cutting  off  every  one  who  ventured  to  abag^e  a  lew  yaida  from  hia 
corpa.  They  alao  poisoned  die  springay  emptied  the  ciatenwy  and 
dertroyed  all  a^pm  of  v^petation  by  the  way.  The  interne  heat  of  the 
aim,  die  xaindity  of  the  mardi,  die  Minding  and  Uiateinig  sanda,  the 
swarms  of  peatifeiona  insects,  and  the  absence  of  water,  felt  more 
acutely  in  oooseqvenoe  of  die  frequent  appearance  of  the  iUusive 
mimge,  discouraged  the  soldiers,  and  produced  loud  murmurs.  Accus- 
tomed to  the  voluptuous  climate  and  plentiful  fertility  of  Italy,  the 
troops  were  utterly  unfit  for  a  r.ampaiLrn  in  the  arid  deserts  of  .AJrica. 
^\'ith  any  otiier  commander  than  Napoleon  their  rage  would,  in  all 
probability,  liavo  led  to  excesses  that  must  have  rendered  them  .in 
ea.sy  prey  to  the  Mamelukes.  "  Is  this  the  country,"  exclaimed  tlie 
men,  "  in  which  the  General  promised  us  farms  of  seven  acres  each  ? 
He  n%ht  ham  allowed  ua  to  name  our  own  qnantiliea:  we  should 
not  lunre  ahnaed  hia  EberaKty.**  Nor  waa  Ihia  diacoHent  confined  to 


tlkoee  in  the  ranks.  OflScers  of  the  highest  eminence,  even  Mural  and 
Lanncs,  unable  to  restrain  their  disgust,  threw  their  laced  hata  upon 
the  sand,  and  trampled  upon  them  in  burning  agony  and  anger. 

On  the  first  night  of  this  tormenting  march  a  mischance  occurred, 
which  neaily  proved  fatal  to  the  Gcncrul-in-cliief  and  his  statf. 
Advancing  in  the  dark,  with  a  weak  escort,  and  half  asleep  from 
fatigue,  they  were  waMtaalj  MBttled  willk  a  liecfy  in  of  aoB- 
kctry.  It  proved  to  be  from  the  diinudon  of  Deaaix,  the  outpostB 
of  idnch*  lumqg  diaUeinged  the  party  and  reoeiTed  no  amnrer,  had 
iwiiifa¥en  it  £»  a  liodj  of  the  eneay.  Fortnnatdy,  ijtte  czlent  of 
niiaiy  autafaied  wm  a  alight  wovind  in  the  hand  by  one  of  the 
Groidea. 

At  Dumanhour,  Napoleon  fixed  his  hcad-qnacten  in  the  honae  of 
the  Scheik;  which,  being  newly  painted,  presented  externally  an 

appearance  of  comfort,  which  the  interior  by  no  means  confirmed. 
Every  a])artmcnt  indicated  squalidness  and  misery:  scarcely  a  piece 
of  furniture  was  whole.  The  scats  were  coarse,  worn-out  mats  ;  the 
drinking  vessels  were  broken ;  and  notliing  but  the  most  indispensable 
articles,  and  those  of  the  worst  description,  was  to  be  found.  'The 
])ropri(;tor  meanwliile  was  kno\\ni  to  be  rich.  Napoleon  tixated  him 
with  kindness  and  consideration,  and  enquired,  through  an  interpreter, 
why  he  thus  mortified  himself^  assuring  him  that  an  unrcsenred 
anawer  ahonld  aobject  hhn  to  no  inconTenienoe.  "  Some  yean  ainoe/' 
aaid  the  old  nun,  "  I  repaired  and  fnmiahed  my  dwellii^.  Infimn^ 
adon  of  thia  waa  eaoded  to  Cairo,  and  haring  been  thna  proved  to  be 
wealthy,  a  large  aom  of  money  waa  demanded  inm  me,  and  Uie 
^itintii^'*  inflicted  tQl  I  eonaented  to  pay  it  Look  at  my  feet,  which 
bear  witneie  what  I  endured.  From  tfiat  time  I  have  reduced  myself 
to  the  barest  necessaries,  and  no  longer  seek  to  repair  anything."  He 
was  still  liimc,  and  found  it  difficult  to  walk.  This  waa  a  apecimen 
of  the  tyranny  of  the  ^lamclukes,  who  kept  spies  throughout  the 
country  to  denounce  all  who  were  suspected  to  possess  money.  Poverty 
itself  in  this  misgoverned  land  afforded  no  exemption  from  rapacity 
and  oppression.  The  Fellahs  and  liedouins,  who  corresponded  to  the 
jjeasantry  of  Europe,  were  reduced  to  the  condition  of  slaves,  and 
compelled  to  surrender  tiieir  wirea  and  children,  and  even  their  own 
persons,  to  ihit  abaohdn  will  of  the  despota  who  ruled  them. 
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On  the  10th,  the  army  reached  Rahmaniah,  irhcre  it  was  joined  by 
the  division  of  Dugua,  which  had  come  by  forced  marches  from 
Rosetta.  Most  of  the  Stwawt,  and  others  of  the  civil  service,  were 
now  embarked  on  the  flotilla.  The  diflicultics  of  the  march  from  this 
place  were  greatly  increased  by  the  number  of  Mamelukes  who  began 
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to  dieir  thflimelTeB,  willi  man  liokbMM,  an  eaeb  ride  of  lihA  Nile. 
Moonted  on  the  fleetest  Arabian  honea^  and  every  one  armed  with 
piftol,  sabre,  earbine,  and  blunderboM,  of  the  best  English  mannfac- 
ture^  these  phuned  and  gold-spat^ed  wanriois  were  tmfy  Ibnudable 
as  skurmiiherB.  Their  charge  was  ahnost  as  swift  as  the  wind,  and 
their  rxccllent  horsemanship  enabled  diem  to  gallop  to  the  attack, 
discharge  their  carbines  while  in  full  career  A\'ith  unerring  aim,  to  halt, 
wheel,  and  retreat,  \^•ith  a  precision  and  celerity  of  which  even  the 
gallant  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  Italy  had  no  previous  eonception. 
Tlie  nature  of  the  ground  <;r(  atly  favoured  the  mana?uvrcs  of  these 
flving  hordes.  'ITic  least  motion  or  breath  of  wind  raised  a  cloud  of 
dust  through  which  nothing  coxdd  be  accurately  discerned ;  and  the 
constant  ^lare  of  the  sun  dazzled  the  French  soldiers  almost  to 
bhndnea.  To  leaye  the  Hne  in  pursuit,  brought  instant  and  certain 
destruction.  A  troop  of  horsemen  would  dash  upon  the  adreuturers, 
cut  them  down  with  their  keen  sabres,  and  be  again  afior  off  in  the 
desert,  almost  befinre  a  musket  could  be  levelled  to  arenge  the  fiHen. 

On  the  13th,  these  incursions  veoened  an  important  check.  Murad 
Bey,  the  most  intrepid  of  the  Mameluke  chiefi,  assembled  a  large 
army,  drew  together  seven  or  eight  gun-boats,  and  constructed  several 
batteries  on  the  banks  of  the  river  to  oppose  the  progress  of  the 
French  at  the  village  of  Chebreisse.  Napoleon  marshalled  his  army 
in  five  divisions,  fonning  as  many  square  battahons,  with  artillery 
placed  in  the  intervals  between  each.  Per^e,  with  the  flotilla,  was 
ordered  to  attack  the  gun-boats,  llie  action  was  obstinate;  but,  com- 
pared with  the  number  on  each  side  engaged,  attended  witli  little 
bloodshed.  The  Mamelukes  at  first  displayed  a  courage  and  deter- 
mination whidi  nothing  could  sorpass;  but  die  steady  fire  and 
impenetrable  lines  of  their  opponents  disotmoerted  them.  In  vain 
they  soo^  a  pmnt  of  entrance  &r  thehr  spirited  cavalij,  in  whidi 
thdr  snperior  swccdsmanship  night  be  rendered  svaifing.  Towards 
evening,  therefiwe,  after  much  skbmishing,  during  which  the  French 
wings  had  been  several  times  outflanked,  the  Turkish  soldiers,  unable 
to  make  any  impression  upon  the  dense  bodies  opposed  to  tliem,  drew 
off*,  and  speedily  disapp^ed.  Tlie  flotilla  meanwhile  had  been 
engaged  for  above  three  hours  with  the  gun-boats  and  batteries. 
Per6e  was  wounded ;  and  two  of  his  small  craft  having  been  boarded. 
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their  crews  were  massacred  hy  the  savjige  foe,  who  hehl  up  their 
Tictims*  bleeding  heads  to  mock  and  intimidate  tlie  crews  of  the  other 
▼easdf.  At  length,  however,  tiie  Turldih  coiiim«nd«r*g  boat  haTing 
been  blown  up,  and  a  detadunent  of  Frendi  troops  appearing  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  to  ttorm  the  batteries,  the  TnAs  pree^tatety 
retired.  In  this  engagement,  Monge,  Berthollet,  and  Boorrienne, 
iHio  were  tm  board  Uie  flotiUa,  greatly  distinguiahcd  themselves  for 
courage  and  presence  of  mind. 

On  the  night  succeeding  the  battle,  the  army  bivouacked  at  Shabur 
under  some  fine  8ycam<>rc-tror«,  the  refreshing  verdure  of  which  wa« 
exceedingly  grateful.  Here  they  found  abundanro  of  hollrrhi.  a 
Bpocies  of  water-melon  highly  palatable  and  nutritious.  This  fmit 
was  afterwards  met  witli  in  trrrat  plenty  along  the  banks  of  the  river 
as  far  as  Cairo;  and  tlif  >olilii'is  expressed  their  >•(  n^e  of  it*  value  by 
calling  it,  like  the  anc  ienl  Egyptian'*,  the  HoliJ  Ihiltirh. 

The  remainder  of  the  march  wa.s  made  witiiout  interruption  from 


DISCONTSNT. 

I 

the  dreadfbl  Mameliikes,  who  had  retreated  to  Cmxo  to  collect  their 
.  scattered  forces,  and  prepare  for  a  Tigwoas  defence  of  the  capitaL 
But  the  intense  heat,  and  tlic  torturing  stings  of  myriads  of  flics,  were 
not  abatt'd,  nor  ■were  the  soldiers  able  to  procure  a  sufficient  supply  I 
of  fresh  water  —  tluit  of  the  Nile  beinij  muddy,  brackis^h,  and  full  of     ]  ! 
inserts.     Neverth*.  k>..s,  it  WJis  not  so  much  from  actual  privation,  a*-      I  j 
from  iiK  <  ssaiit  IfTment  of  mind,  that  the  troops  nuinmired.    ImmcuNe  t 
quantities  ol  wheat  were  found  in  the  neighbourhood  ol  every  village, 
whichj  in  the  absence  of  mills,  the  men  were  accustomed  to  hruise 
between  stones,  and  afterwards  bake  or  boil.    Lentils  were  alao 
obtained  in  great  plenty,  vnth.  pigeons^  and  not  nnfrequenUy  meat:  all 
of  wliidi  the  inhabitants  would  aell  finr  the  buttons  firam  die  F^rench 
unifinm*   Bat  the  army  had  been  accnaUnned  to  die  Inxnries  of  Italy, 
and  on  the  voyage  to  Egypt  had  indulged  in  dreams  c£  immediate 
and  unbounded  wealth.   When  the  men,  therefinre*  saw  the  stearility 
around  them  tin  v  were  in  despair.    It  was  in  vain  to  assure  them 
that  the  district  t)uy  approached  was  the  most  fertile  in  the  world;  | 
that  it  exceeded  in  fruitfulncss  and  beauty  the  delicious  plains  of  ! 
Lombardy.    The  evils  of  the  present  were  mag'nificd  by  contrast  with 
the  past,  and   the  future  was  darkened  by  ajiprehension.     Some  I 
asserted  that  f'airo  itself  was  not  a  great  citv,  as  reported,  but  a  mere  i 
assemblage  of  miseral)l<  huts,  hke  Dumanhour  and  the  villages  they 
had  passed.    "  For  -w  hat  purpose  are  we  brought  here  I "  asked  the 
dueontented.   **  The  Directory  has  transported  us,"  said  aome.  "  It 
was  Uie  Savmu,**  cried  others,  who  looked  with  no  congenial  eyt 
upon  the  activity  displayed  by  the  scientific  men  whenerer  any 
remains  of  antiqmty  were  discovered :  "  It  was  the  Sbrmim  who  ang- 
gested  the  expedition,  to  enable  them  to  make  their  researches  in 
security.**    Upon  this  learned  body,  indeed,  bitter  jests  were  show- 
ered remorselessly.   They  rode  tipon  asses,  whi(  li  the  men  thence 
denominated  demi-sovnns ;  and  when  on  any  alarm  the  squares  were 
ordered  to  open  to  admit  the  civil  corps,  the  jeering  of  the  military  \ 
was  without  measure.    **  Koonj  for  the  asses."  was  shouted  along  the 
lines:  **  stand  liack.  aiul  make  way  for  the  ,w<7v//.v  aiul  fhmi-.saram.** 
Of  Cicneral  ( "all'arelli,  who  had  lost  one  leg  upon  the  })anks  of  the  ; 
Rhine,  and  whose  gaiety  and  good-humour  never  forsook  him,  it  used 
'  to  be  said,  as  he  hobbled  past,  "  He  laughs  at  our  troubles,  because  i 
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he  is  sure,  iriutterer  ha^en^  to  liave  one  £>ot  in  Fraace."  To  auch 
a  height  was  the  melancholy  mania  of  the  troopa  carried,  indeedj  that 
several  men  shot  themselvea  through  the  head,  and  others  leaped  into 
the  Nile,  with  all  their  accoutrements,  to  J>c^i^lI  nvnid  the  waters. 
Many  of  the  officers  complained  even  more  loudly  than  the  soldiers. 
More  than  one  conspiracy  was  lonncd  to  soi/o  tlio  flags,  and  return  to 
Alexandria.  One  day,  the  C'ommander-in-eliier  presented  himself 
suddenly  in  the  midst  of  a  group  of  general  officers,  who  had  been 
speaking  contemptuously  of  himself;  when,  addressing  the  tallest,  he 
exclaimed :  "  So,  Sir !  you  have  used  mutinous  language.  If  1  were 
to  fulfil  my  duty,  I  should  cause  you  to  be  shot  within  a  couple  of 
hours,  despite  your  five»fiiot>ten»*' 

But  neither  discontent  nor  damotur  could  divert  Nqmleon  from 
his  purpose^  He  even  alBected  to  experience  no  inconvenience  from 
what  excited  such  horror  and  di^ust  in  others ;  and  the  strength  of 
his  constitution  enabled  him  to  maintain  the  superiority  he  assumed. 
He  usually  walkeil  at  the  head  of  the  troops,  with  his  coat  buttoned 
as  when  he  was  at  Paris:  and  whil'  ili  men,  half  undressed,  were 
suffused  with  perspiration,  not  a  bead  of  moisture  was  to  be  seen  upon 
his  brow.  He  fared  a>  the  soldiers  fared,  and  bivouacked  in  tin-  midst 
of  tlie  army,  often  in  the  most  ineonuuodious  situations;  whc  if  he  w;ls 
the  last  to  fold  his  eloak  around  him  at  night,  and  the  hrst  to  start 
irom  the  ground  in  the  morning. 

As  the  army  approached  Cairo,  however,  the  hopes  and  spirits  of 
Ae  soldiera  began  to  improiN).  Fcwvinooa  of  better  quaUty  were 
obtained,  and  vegetation  became  mote  genecaL  At  Warden,  on  the 
18th,  die  trDops  rested  for  the  nig^t  in  a  magnificent  forest  of  palm, 
trees;  and  the  next  diqr  the  massive  Pyramida  were  first  discerned 
breaking  the  line  d  the  horiaon  on  die  right  bank  of  the  Nile. 
Napoleon  was  now  infonned  that  the  Mamelukes,  combined  with  the 
militia  of  the  eity  and  with  a  considerable  number  of  Janissaries, 
Spahis,  and  /Vrabs,  were  waiting  before  Giaeh  to  arrest  the  advance 
of  the  French. 

The  army  halted  for  a  dav  at  Onu  dia.ir;  and  at  dawn  on  the  "J  1st 
came  within  si^ht  of  the  first  body  of  the  enemy  \\hi<  h  hatl  been  seen 
tkince  the  battle  of  ChebreisKC.  I'his  eorps,  whii  h  was  the  Mameluke 
vanguard,  consisting  of  about  a  thousand  hurive,  merely  shewed  itself 
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and  retreated ;  and  it  was  not  till  near  noon  that  the  lines  of  ^lurad 
Bey  were  distingnishcd,  extending  from  the  I^ile  towards  the  Pyra- 
mids, so  as  to  cover  the  approach  to  Cairo. 

The  French  formed  in  squares,  with  intervals  of  artlllcr)-  between 
each,  as  in  their  last  action  ;  their  loft  resting  on  the  river,  and  their 
right  ou  a  village.    Murad  Bey  had  constructed  a  large  entrenched 
camp  upon  the  bank  of  the  Nile,  lined  with  forty  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  defended  by  about  twenty  thousand  infantry  and  mixed  tnxqps: 
the  right  of  the  Mamdnkes,  of  whom  there  were  about  ten  diousand 
in  the  field,  with  aa  many  armed  attendanta  on  foot^  was  supported  by 
this  ratrendiied  oamp,  and  their  left,  croering  the  road  to  Giidi, 
extended  into  the  pkin,-Hhe  qpace  between  them  and  die  Pyramids 
being  occupied  by  two  or  three  thousand  Arabs,   ^lese  dispoeitimis 
were  skilful  and  formidable ;  and,  from  the  impetuous  brarery  pre- 
viously displayed  by  the  soldiers  of  Murad,  the  engagement  was 
expected  to  be  a  sharp  and  decisive  one.    Napoleon  reconnoitred 
the  positions  of  the  enemy,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  good  telescope 
j     discovered  that  the  Turki>h  artillery  was  without  field  carriages, 
'     being  merely  large  iron  ])ieces  taken  from  the  vessels,  and  served  by 
i     the  crews  that  had  been  engaged  at  Chebreisse.    It  appeared  evident, 
I     therefore,  that  neitlier  the  guns  nor  the  infiintry  were  intended  to  quit 
I     the  camp,  and  that  by  prolonging  the  French  right,  the  army  might 
I    operate  in  that  direction  altogether  out  of  the  range  of  the  cannon. 
I       Murad  Bey,  pevceiving  that  the  French  columns  were  in  motion, 
instantly  guessed  thdr  olgject,  and  with  almost  intnitive  discernment 
foresaw  that  the  &te  of  his  army  depended  upon  frustrating  the 
execution  of  the  manoeuTre.   He  adTanoed,  therefine,  at  the  head 
between  five  and  six  thousand  of  his  gorgeous  and  gallant  cavalry  to 
orerdirow,  or  drive  bade,  the  advancing  division ;  and  had  he  been 
well  supported,  the  corps  of  Dcsaix,  w  hich  had  just  emerged  from  a 
groye  of  palm-trees,  and  had  not  had  time  to  form,  would  most  likely 
have  been  destroyed.    A^'llen  the  main  body  of  the  Mamelukes  came 
up,  however,  the  square  was  perfect,  and  the  charge  of  tlic  horsemen 
was  met  with  a  steady  fire  of  musketry.    These  cliivalrous  warriors 
of  the  desert,  hurrying  along  and  around  the  square  with  wild  yells 
and  battle-cries,  now  tried  every  means  to  ^foet  an  entrance  among 
the  ranks  of  their  opponents.   Notwithstanding  the  ceaaelcBS  shower 
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of  gnipe<«liot,  iheUB,  and  ball,  Hmj  nuhed  vpaa  ihe  baytmeli  of  the 
infimtry,  and,  failing  to  disturb  the  lines,  wheeled  foiind  and  reined 
their  horses  badcward  upon  the  ranks,  that  they  might  fall  into  and 
disorder  them;  and  hrcunung  frantic  when  they  saw  that  all  their 
efforts  were  in  vain,  they  hurled  at  the  French  soldiers  their  poniards, 
pistols,  and  carbine; ;  while  those  who  fell  crawled  alonp;  the  ground 
to  cut  at  the  legs  of  their  foes  with  their  s(  imitars.  Still  the  French 
phalanxes  were  immoveable.  At  last  Napoleon,  who  was  in  the  square 
of  Diigiia,  ])ointing  to  the  eternal  monuments  \vhicli  overlooked  the 
scene  of  action,  called  out  to  Im  brave  followers,  who,  however 
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discontented  at  cdier  times,  esdiibited,  on  all  occasions  when  their 
services  were  required  in  action,  the  indomitable  courage  and  ad- 
mirable organization  of  the  Army  of  Italy:  "Soldiers!  from  the 
summits  of  these  PjTamids,  forty  centuries  look  do\^Ti  iipon  you ; "  and 
gave  the  word  to  advance  upon  the  main  body  of  the  Mamchikes. 
The  number  of  the  latter  was  already  thinned  bv  the  bayonet  and 
the  continued  roll  of  the  French  musketry,  and  thcv  were  unable  to 
sustain  tlie  attack  of  fresh  antagonists.    At  the  approach  of  Bonaparte 
they  were  panic-stricken  and  fled.    In  the  midst  of  a  dreadful  fire  of 
musketry  and  grape-shot,  of  oolunms  of  dust  and  smoke,  and  the  most 
fettribl  cries,  paort  of  the  Turkish  cayalry  regained  theor  entrendied 
camp, — flying  thither  tm  am  impulse  natozal  to  soldiers,  to  retxeat 
j    towards  the  place  whence  the^  set  out  Murad  Bey  himself  and  a 
!    few  of  the  most  erpert  hastened  towards  Giseh;  hut     so  dmng,  the 
Chief  was  entirely  separated  from  his  army. 
Meanwhile,  as  the  'EteoiSk  oontmued  to  adTaace,  the  confusion  in 
j     the  camp  of  the  enemy  became  terriiic.     The  cavalry  threw  itself 
upon  the  infantry,  which,  seeing  the  Mamelukes  beaten,  rushed  into 
the  boat-s  and  other  vessels  at  hand  to  cross  the  Nile.    Some,  per- 
ceiving that  tlieir  retreat  had  been  in  the  wrong  direction,  endeavoured 
to  regain  the  Gi/.eli  road;  and  Murad  Bey  more  than  once  turned 
back,  and  made  soiue  desperate  charges  to  open  a  road  for  them ;  but 
it  was  in  vain.     They  were  routed  by  the  French  soldiers;  many 
I     being  killed  in  the  entEenchmeiLtB,  and  many  more,  seeking  to  gain 
I    the  opposite  bank  of  the  Nile,  were  drowned  in  the  attempt.  The 
floating  bodies  (tf  the  Arabs,  sakL  to  have  amounted  to  five  thousand, 
carried  the  news  of  ihe  victafy  in  a  few  days  to  Boaetta,  Damietta, 
and  aU  the  places  along  the  banks  of  the  river. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  the  field  was  estimated  at  ten  thousand  men. 
Of  all  the  cavalry  engaged,  not  more  than  two  thousand  five  hundred, 
who  accompanied  the  movements  of  Murad  Bey,  escaped.  The 
I     Turkish  artillery,  pontoons,  and  baggage,  with  a  thousand  prisoners, 
f     eight  or  nine  hundred  camels,  and  as  many  horses,  fell  into  the  hands 
I     of  the  French.     ll;id  the  flotilla  been  able  to  keep  up  «ith  the 
!     army,  the  whole  wealth  of  the  Mamelukes,  which  was  embarked  in 
about  sixty  vessels  on  the  river,  would  have  been  added  to  the  spoils 
of  the  day :  but,  on  witnessing  the  disiistrous  result  of  the  battle,  those 
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entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  shaping  act  it  on  fire.  By  the  light  ' 
of  this  conflagratioD,  the  soldiers  were  enabled  during  the  night  to  i 

observe  the  forms  and  count  the  number  of  the  towers  and  minarets 
of  Cairo  and  its  great  ccmctcr}',  or  "City  of  the  Dead;"  while  the 
more  distant   Pyramids  reflected  with  indescribable  solemnity  the  I 
awful  glare. 

The  Aral)s  did  not  attem))t  to  rally  till  they  had  reached  the  Desert  ' 
beyond  the  Pyramids,  fiu-  from  the  fatal  field.    For  several  days 
afterwards  many  of  the  French  soldiers  were  engaged  in  fishing  for  { 
the  bodies  of  the  Ifameluket  who  bad  been  drowned :  thdr  Taluable 
tnna  and  acouutfemcntB,  and  the  quanti^  of  gold  irfiidi  they  were  i 
aociMtoined  to  eany  widi  diem  —  frequently  amountuig  to  finir 
or  five  bandied  Loma-d'ofs  —  rendered  thia  aemoe  ezeeeding^y  I 
agreeable.  i 

Napoleon  quartered  himself  for  the  night  in  the  OOltry-heaie  of 
Murad  Bey,  at  Gizeh,  which,  if  destitute  of  European  conTenienccs, 
afforded  abundant  evidence  that  the  luxury  of  the  Ea.st  was  not  merely 
imaginary.     The  apartments  were  filled  with  cushions  and  divans,  | 
covered  with  the  finest  damask  and  Lyon.s'  silks,  and  fringed  with  ' 
gold.    Rich  carpet.s,  porcelains,  vases  of  perfume,  and  other  articles  of 
the  most  tasteful  and  elegant  kind  were  found,  to  excite  the  curiosity 
and  tempt  the  cupidi^  of  the  soldiers.    The  gardcna  were  full  of 
nagnifioent  fruit  and  other  treea,  and  beantifbl  flowers,  interspersed  ' 
with  arbours  of  vines  loaded  widi  the  finest  gtvpen  in  the  world.  The  j 
vintage,  aa  might  have  been  expected,  waa  soon  over.   In  the  o(m- 
senraUnries  were  great  quantitaea  of  deUcioua  preserves,  confectionary, 
and  aweetneata.  Hie  army  now  heguk  to  be  reetmciled  to  Egypt,  and 
tobdieve  that  Cairo  was  not  like  Dumanhour ;  but  that,  in  proportion 
to  the  pofei^  and  destitution  of  the  people,  the  towns  and  habitations 
of  their  oppressors,  who  drained  them  of  every  comfort,  were  stored 
with  all  the  luxuries  and  delicacien  afforded  by  the  clime. 

The  next  morning  at  davbreak.  a  di\i-ion,  under  (leneral  Vial,  | 
took  the  isl.uid  of  Kodah;  and  tlie  army  prepared  to  eiitrr  (^airo : 
whither,  however.  Napoleon  first  despatched  a  Dragoman  with  a  letter  ' 
to  the  Pacha,  and  the  pruclamatiunii  which  had  been  publi.shed  at 
Alexandria,  declaring  that  it  was  not  against  ^bit  Turks  but  against  ' 
the  Ifamelukea  that  the  IVench  people  made  war.   The  Fadm  bad 
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already  left  the  city ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  Ihrahim  Bey  and 
his  troops  also  departed,  and  a  deputation  was  sent  to  the  Conqueror  to 
implore  his  clemency,  and  offer  an  immediate  and  imconditional  sur- 
render.   Tlie  name  of  Bonaparte  had  spread  terror  tlirough  the  whole 


country.  From  the  deadly  effects  of  his  musketry  he  was  called  tlic 
"  Sultan  Kebir,"  or  Father  of  Fiic:  and  a  superstitious  fear  arose 
among  the  people,  that  he  was  destined  to  be  the  scourge  of  their 
race,  and  that  it  was  hopeless  to  attempt  resistance  to  his  invincible 
might. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  24th,  Napoleon  made  his  public  entry  into 
Cairo,  and  fixed  his  head-quiu-tcrs  at  the  house  of  Elphi  Bey,  in  the 
great  square  of  El-Bekir.  On  the  following  day  he  wrote  to  his  brother 
Joseph,  who  was  then  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  : — 
"  You  will  have  seen  in  the  public  papers  the  bulletins  of  the 
Conquest  of  Egypt,  a  country  the  possession  of  which  has  been 
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•uffidendy  diq[Nited  to  add  «no1ih«r  laurel  to  the  glory  of  die  amy.  Hie 
land  ia  ihe  zicheit  on  earth  in  com,  rice,  T^etables,  and  cattle;  but 
the  people  are  aimk  in  tihe  groaaeBt  barfaarum.  There  ia  little  money; 
not  even  enough  to  pay  Uie  ttoopa.  I  eipect  to  he  in  France  in  two 
monthB.  Engage  for  me  a  house  either  in  Bnrgondy  or  near  Paiia. 
I  think  of  passing  the  winter  there." 

From  this  letter,  and  acme  memoranda  made  at  the  time,  it  is 
evident  tlmt  Napoleon  considered  the  conquest  of  Egj'pt  so  well 
assured,  that  its  completion  might  be  safely  left  to  tlie  skill  and 
prudence  of  an  inferior  coinniandrr ;  and  that  his  object  in  returning 
to  France,  in  addition  to  that  of  being  at  hand  to  watch  the  turn 
of  events  at  the  seal  of  Uoverumeut,  was  to  be  enabled  to  send  out 
reinforcements  of  men,  provisions,  and  military  stores,  to  colonize  and 
aetUe  die  country  he  had  juat  taken,  as  a  dependency  of  the  BepoUio. 


CHAPTEfi  VIU. 


IBRAHIM  BKY — BATTLE  Or  THK  NILE — ADMINISTRATION  OF  NAPOLEON  IN 
MTVT— MARCH  TO  SYRIA— KL-ARI8H — GAZA — JAFFA — ACRB — RBTURN  TO 
■OTFT— ABOVKI*— NAPOLBON  ■MBABM  FOB  FBAMCB.    1798— 1799< 


HK  Geiu'ial- in -chief  lost  no  time  in 
endeavoining  to  consoliilatc  the  power 
which  tlie  lull  of  tlic  Egvi^tian  capital 
had  placed  in  his  hands.  The  strictest 
^  discipline  was  enforced  in  the  moji 
;^  J  which  was  rendered  the  more  necessary, 
)  indeed,  from  die  dispositioa  of  ibe 
soldiers  to  disr^ard  die  restrictions  im- 
posed by  the  customs  and  pngadioes  of  tKe  naliTe  inhabitants.  The 
moequea,  tbe  harems,  the  civil  and  religions  mtitoms  and  rites  of  the 
people,  were  scrupnlously  respected ;  and  so  un^eatly  ssuperior  in  4Mint 
of  per<ional  security  was  the  administration  of  Napoleon  to  that  of  the 
^laincliike  Bi  ys,  that,  notw  ithstanding  the  diflTercnce  of  creed  between 
the  Arabs  and  the  French,  and  the  recent  hostile  position  of  the  two 
races,  tbe  best  understanding  was,  in.  two  or  three  days,  established 
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among  iiuui ;  md  lh»  latter^  bdng  firedy  admitted  by  the  ftmnia,  to 
diflir  lunuei,  mSght  be  seen  takiiig  ooflfee  or  mmtlring  with  them, 
aemring  in  their  labours,  oar  jdajing  with  thdr  chiMren.  Ytondanul 
gomnmenti  were  ozgasiied,  and  a  general  ordinance  of  four  artidea 
promulgated,  in  order  to  secure  uniforaiity  of  administration  in  nil  the 
citiea  and  jnroTinccs  occupied  by  the  troops.  The  ol^ect  of  Nnjwleon 
was  not  to  revolutionize,  but  to  reform  the  government  of  the 
countr>';  and  for  this,  the  brief  cade  which  he  established  was  ad- 
mirably adapted.  By  the  first  article,  a  divan  of  seven  ju-rsons  was 
ri  (iuiri  d  to  superintend  the  general  police  of  each  district  ;  by  the 
second,  the  miUt<iry  defence  of  each  province  was  entrusted  to  an  Aga 
and  sixty  officers  of  the  Janissaries,  acting  under  the  direction  uf  the 
French  Gommandant ;  bydlie  third,  an  intendant  waa  nominated,  with 
requidto  aubordinatea,  to  collect  die  reyenne,  in  the  mme  ratio  and 
amount  aa  it  waa  collected  nnder  the  Mamelukea;  and  the  fimrth, 
required  that  all  conespondrace  between  the  different  offioen  of 
departmenti  ahouU  paaa  diroogh  the  handa  of  a  IVendi  Comniimary. 

To  inspire  additional  confidence  in  the  good  intentaona  of  the 
invaders.  Napoleon  sent  Eugene  Beaiihamais.  hi>  son-in-law  and 
aide-de-camp,  to  asstirc  the  wife  of  Murad  Bey  that  she  had  no 
occasion  to  fear  being  deprived  of  the  private  property,  or  possessions, 
which  she  or  her  hu«l)and  had  i)reviously  enjoyed :  and  so  highly 
was  tiiis  compliment  esteemed,  that  the  young  and  handsome  envoy 
was  admitted  to  an  audience  in  the  liarem,  entertained  with  coffee, 
sherbet,  and  other  refreshments,  served  vqi  in  the  richest  jilate  and 
most  sumptuous  style ;  and,  at  his  departure,  presented  with  a  ring, 
worth  a  thousand  louis,  from  the  finger  of  the  lady — a  Circassian  of 
fifty  years  old ;  bat  still  remarkably  graceful  in  fiwm  and  adcbess,  and 
pnssf  using  a  voice  of  much  sweetness. 

While  these  efibrti  were  being  made  at  Cairo  to  secore  the  conquest 
of  die  conntiy  by  conciliating  the  people,  Desaix  waa  ei^aged  in  the 
pnrsnit  of  Murad  Bey  and  the  Mamelukes,  who  had  eecaped  fiiom  the 
Battle  of  the  Pyramids  into  Upper  Egypt  The  Mussulmans  scarcely 
attempted  to  make  a  atand;  and  the  swiftnem  and  hardihood  of  their 
horses  enabled  them  to  outstrip  their  pursuers,  and  to  preserve  the 
remnant  of  their  forces  »iid)rok<  n.  At  the  end  of  July,  however,  it 
began  to  be  rumoured  at  head-quarters,  that  Ibrahim  Bey,  the  next  of 


SALAHIEU. 


the  Mamclultc  chiefs  in  skill  and  courage  to  the  brave  Murad«  had 
collected  a  multitude  of  Arabs  from  the  borders  of  the  Desert,  and  was 
making  head  in  SjTia.  Upon  this  intelligence.  Napoleon  at  once 
despatched  Le  Clerc  and  Regnier  to  Elkankah ;  and  the  news  of  the 
rising  being  speedily  confirmed,  he  followed  in  person,  a  day  or  two 
aiterwards,  with  the  divisions  of  Lannes  and  Dugiia,  to  disperse 
the  stormy  elements  before  they  should  be  gathered  into  a  formidable 
body. 

This  expedition  was  little  bettor  than  a  has^  march.  Ibrahim  did 
not  venture  to  await  the  approadi  of  the  French;  bnt  huried,  by  forced 
narchea,  towardi  die  Desert,  aomevhat  impeded,  however,  m  lua 
motions  by  ihe  jnetence  of  the  women  and  alayes  of  his  household, 
by  die  wdght  and  bulk  of  his  treasure,  and  the  large  booty  he  had 
seized  by  ih»  way  in  a  marauding  attack  upon  tHe  caravan  of  Mecca, 
which  his  trooj^s  had  stopped  and  plundered  at  Koureyn.  The 
soldiers  of  Napoleon,  being  less  encumbered,  overtook  the  Bey  a 
short  distance  beyond  Salahieh,  the  last  inhabited  place  in  Egj^Jt 
where  good  water  is  to  be  found.  The  cavalry,  not  above  two  or  three 
hundred  in  number,  were  a  considerable  distance  in  advance  of  the  in- 
fantry; tlie  night  was  gathcriii'^  ;  the  horses  and  men  were  excessively 
fatigued  ;  and,  consequently,  llic  successful  is-sue  of  an  attack  by  no 
means  certain.  While  Napoleon  hesitated,  a  party  of  nearly  two 
hundred  Arabs,  who  had  just  deserted  Ibrahim,  offered,  for  a  share 
of  the  booty,  to  join  in  charguig  their  late  oomradea.  Thdr  aervkea 
were  accepted;  and  a  conflict,  remarkable  finr  the  valour  and  deter- 
mination displayed  by  the  soldiers  on  each  side,  ensued.  Almost 
every  Froichman  present  was  engaged  in  single  combat  Colosid 
La  Salle  dropped  lua  sabre  in  the  nudst  of  the  engagement,  and  had 
barely  time  to  recover  it  and  remount,  when  he  was  attacked  by  one 
of  the  most  intrepid  of  the  Mamelukes.  Murat,  Duroc,  Leturcqf, 
Colbert,  Arrighi,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  staff,  were  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fight,  and  encountered  the  most  imminent  danger.  Colonel 
D'Estree  w;is  mortally  wounded ;  and  Sulkowsky,  aide-de-cainii  to 
Najjoleon,  received  >everal  sabre  cuts,  and  two  or  three  bulU  t>,  in 
the  action.  The  victory  indeed  was  exceedingly  doul)tlul ;  \\  in  n 
Ibrahim  Bey,  beuig  wounded,  gave  the  signal  lur  Higlit,  and  left  the 
French  in  possession  of  the  field,  of  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  about 
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fifty  camdsy  bat  in  no  oonditum  to  pnnue  the  iugidYea.  It  wm 
unmediatety  after  dus  battle,  that  Napoleon,  returning  to  Salabieh, 

waa  met  by  an  aide-de-camp,  sent  by  Klcber  from  Alexandria,  M-ith 
news  of  the  loss  of  the  fleet  in  Aboukir  roads :  a  piece  of  mteUigemcc 
which  occasioned  his  immediate  return  to  Cairo. 

The  dt'tails  of  the  battle  of  the  Nile  belong  to  Naval  History,  and 
more  especially  to  tliat  of  Lord  Nelson — a  hero  scarcely  infirior  in 
fame  to  Napoli on  himself.  It  will  be  sufficient  here,  therefore,  to 
state  tliat,  tliroui^h  some  misunderstanding,  arising  probably  from  the 
diihculty  of  communication  between  the  separate  divisions  of  the 
French  force.  Admiral  Braeya  had  been  induced  to  remain  inaetrre 
upon  the  ooaat  of  Egypt,  unable  to  enter  the  harbour  of  Alexandria, 
•nd  unwilling  to  abrndon  the  army,  till  it  became  certain  that  the 
means  of  retreat  would  not  be  needed.  There  is  no  doubt  that, 
judging  hy  the  event  after  its  occurrence,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Admiral,  as  soon  as  he  had  dtaembarhed  the  artillery  and  army-atoiea, 
and  ascertained  that  the  fleet  could  not  be  got  into  the  harbour,  to 
have  put  to  sea,  and  either  returned  to  Toulon  or  made  for  Corfu — 
one  of  the  Ionian  islands,  which  France  had  recently  obtained  on 
the  partition  of  ^'enice.  A\'hatevrr  were  tlie  circuiiistanees  which 
oecasioued  the  delay;  —  whether,  as  has  been  contended,  it  was 
express  orders  from  Napoleon,  under  whose  command  the  whole 
expedition  had  been  placed  by  the  Directory,  or  against  his  directions 
as  asserted  by  others,  or  more  probably  stillf  a  want  of  definite 
instmctkma  of  any  bind,  and  of  proper  proviaiona  to  enable  tfie  ahipe 
to  aailj — the  fleet  waa  atill  in  the  bay  of  Aboukir,  when,  on  the  lat  of 
Av^uat,  die  Biitiah  aquadron  appeared  off  the  ooaat 

Braeya  had  taken  what  precautions  hia  bad  poaition  admitted,  by 
mooring  hia  ahipa  in  aemidrailar  line  of  battle,  ao  doae  to  the  ahoala 
'  and  aurf,  lhai  it  was  thought  impossible  for  veaada  of  war  to  get 
between  them  and  the  land.  Nelson,  however,  on  reconnoitring, 
became  instantly  convinced,  that  where  the  French  ships  could  ride 
in  safety,  tliere  must  necessarily  be  room  for  others  t<>  anchor  between 
tiiem  and  the  sliore.  He  are(»rdingly  made  sig^nal^  for  iinnK'<liate 
attack.  IJrucys  nuanwliiU'.  it  luincj  already  late  in  tiie  aflernotni,  did 
not  contemplate  being  nuilcsted  till  next  nmrninu.  and  netrleeled  to 
get  under-weigh,  or  to  clear  Im  ve&seU  as  they  siiuuid  ha>c  been  for 
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■ctioD.   Ab  the  English  approached,  with  an  evident  detennualioii  to 

force  the  Frenc  h  line,  the  const eniation  of  the  hrtter,  hei|^teiied  fay  the 
boldness  of  the  manccuvTe  and  by  its  being  unesq^ected^  was  extreme. 
They  greeted  the  British,  however,  with  a  heavy  raking  fire  as  they 
bore  dovra :  but  keeping  its  bows  to  the  enemy,  and  wasting  no  idle 
shot,  Nelson's  van,  consisting  of  six  seventy -fours,  continued  its 
course,  and,  each  successively  rounding  the  French  line,  dropped 
anchor  Leside  its  chosen  opponent,  and  instantly  opened  a  tre- 
mendous tire.  The  Enghsh  Admiral  himself,  with  the  remainder  of 
his  fleet,  ranged  along  the  same  ships  on  the  outer  side,  and  thus 
placed  ihose  engaged  betveen  two  £re« ;  while  aeveral  of  the  French 
yessda  were  deprived  iox  a  tinae  of  all  power  to  take  part  in  the 
conflict,  ^le  batde  raged  with  die  utmost  fury  till  aunset,  and  waa 
continued  during  the  night  by  the  flashing  light  of  die  dreadful  and 
continuona  bxoadaidea.  Befinre  eleven  o'clock  aevenl  Tieack  dupe 
had  struck,  and  (he  victors  had  begun  to  assail  thoae  that  had  not 
previously  been  engaged,  when  the  flag-ship  of  Brucys  took  fire,  and, 
after  blazing  awliile  like  a  volcano,  blew  up  about  midnight  with  such 
a  tremendous  explosion,  that  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the 
firing  on  each  j^ide  was  silenced  through  a  sense  of  overpowering  awe. 
Being  resumed,  however,  the  cannonade  continued  with  more  or 
less  fui-y  till  noon  the  next  day,  when  two  line-of-battlc  ships,  a]id 
two  frigates,  the  only  French  vessels  that  still  had  their  colours  flying, 
cut  their  cables  and  put  to  sea.  The  rest  were  destroyed  or  captured. 
Brueys  and  many  French  officers  of  distinction  were  killed  in  this 
engagement^the  extent  and  importance  of  whidi  may  be  judged 
from  the  expression  by  which  Nelson,  who  was  little  prone  to  mag- 
niloquence, sought  to  convey  an  idea  of  his  victory,  when,  in  his 
despatches,  he  called  it  '*a  conquest" 

This  defeat  cut  the  sinews  of  the  expeditioii,  and  caused  it  to  halt, 
and  eventually  to  fail  to  the  ground.  Unable  to  receive  reinforce- 
ments from  France,  or  even  to  commimicate  with  that  country,  (he 
Army  was  now  isolated,  and  compelled  to  rely  solely  upon  its  own 
resources  for  success.  Napoleon  was  at  first  completely  borne  down 
by  the  tidings.  The  basis  of  his  calculations  was  destroyed,  and 
the  mighty  hopes  of  Oriental  dominion,  wliich  he  had  hitliirto 
cherished,  were  dissipated  like  a  dream.     Speedily  recovering  his 


INSTITUTE  OF  CAIRO. 


ontward  compcwnre,  ho^rerer,  lie  strore  to  oontent  hunwlf  and  othen 
with  the  reflection,  that  "  the  Fates  had  decreed  to  France  a  pre- 
ponderance on  land,  and  to  England  the  empire  of  the  ocean." 
But  though  Fate  and  Fortune  were  words  frequently  in  his  mouth, 
no  reliance  on  their  aLrrncy  or  influence  was  ever  discoverahlo  in  his 
actions.  He  used,  iiukcd,  every  moans  in  his  power  to  shape  his 
own  destiny,  and  to  render  himself  independent  of  those  rontin- 
ijcncics  whicli  men  of  less  energy  and  forethought  are  apt,  in 
exculpation  of  their  supincuefis,  to  attribute  to  the  special  M'orkings 
of  Frondenoe.  A»  soon  as  he  had  aacertained  the  extent  cf  hia  loas, 
and  diachaxged  (he  dntiea  of  hia  atation  and  of  hmnani^  to  the  hraTe 
men  who  had  fidten  at  Aboddr,  he  aet  earneatly  to  work  to  prerent 
Uie  disaatroua  oonaeqneiioea  which  at  fixat  were  general^  apprdiended 
fiNun  the  fitte  of  the  battle.  The  cavil  and  nuKlarjr  mgaaintaoii  of 
Egypt  was  promptly  proceeded  with — upon  prindplea  calculated  to 
advance  the  civ-ilization,  and  conduce  to  the  permanent  prosperity  of 
the  country.  "If  wc  mnnot  remain  here,"  he  said,  "  we  will,  like  the 
ancients,  at  least  lca\  c  tlu  i>(  nplc  a  heritage  of  greatness." 

One  of  his  first  acts  wns  to  establish  the  Institute,  on  the  model  of 
that  at  I'iU'is,  for  the  collection  and  general  ditlusion  of  intcllitjrnce. 
It  was  divided  into  four  chusses :  mathematics,  physical  scie  nce, 
political  economy,  and  literature  and  fine  arta.  Monge  was  elected 
president,  and  Napoleon  vice-president.  This  learned  body,  in 
additianto  die  Snmiu,  numbered  among  Ua  membera  many  officers  of 
the  armj;  cf  whom  CaffiureOi  and  SolkowAy  were  pozticalaify  die- 
tingniahed.  Ita  aittinga  were  held  in  die  great  hall  of  die  pakoe  of 
one  of  die  Mameluke  Beys ;  aimie  of  the  ^^artments  of  which  were 
littad  np  aa  laboratonea  and  a  nraaenm,  and  die  rest  were  converted 
into  habitations  for  the  members.  The  great  garden  of  the  harem 
was  devoted  to  botanical  purposes ;  and  in  a  spac  iuus  room  at  head- 
quarters, Bextholh-t  cxhibitc  d  public  experiments  in  chemistry,  two  or 
three  times  a-week.  'llu-ough  the  zeal  and  activity  of  the  French 
soldifTs,  all  ranks  of  whom  now  took  an  interest  in  the  matter,  and 
Mtre  desirous  of  contributing  their  utujost  to  its  furtherance,  Uie 
museum  was  s]>eedily  filled  with  every  kind  uf  curiosity,  wliit  h  the 
animal,  vegetable,  or  mineral  kingdoms  of  the  country  could  supply. 
The  establishment  of  the  Institute  excited  the  curiosity  of  the 
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inhabitants  to  an  almost  unprecedented  extent.  Having  learned  that 
the  frequent  meetings  of  the  simple  and  unostentatious  men  that 
accompanied  the  army,  and  to  whom  so  much  respectful  deference  was 
paid  by  every  one,  were  not  for  religious  celebrations,  and  having  on 
one  or  two  occasions  witnessed  the  almost  magical  transformations 
produced  by  the  experiments  of  Berthollet,  a  belief  arose  that  the 
members  of  the  Association  were  alchemists,  and  that  their  object 
was  to  discover  the  art  of  making  gold. 

The  Egyptians  themselves  were  lamentably  deficient  in  all  kinds  of 
knowledge.  To  be  able  to  read  and  write,  and  to  comprehend  the 
simplest  details  of  arithmetic,  conferred  on  the  individual  so  gifted  no 
unenviable  reputation  for  acquirements.  The  only  branches  of  history 
in  which  the  most  learned  pretended  to  be  skilled,  w^ere  those  which 
relate  to  Mahomet,  and  the  Cahphs  his  successors,  in  the  progress 
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and  wraMwhinimft  of  the  doctrines  of  Islaminn.  Oeogn^y  and  die 
odier  methematical  adences  were  mysteries  into  which  it  was  souf^ 
to  initiate  few ;  and  the  smattering  wliich  constituted  profideney  in 
the  eoUege  of  Jenfl-A/ar,  the  only  learned  academy  in  the  countr}-, 
merely  served  to  render  the  general  ignorance  more  palpable.  The 
astronomical  knowledge  of  the  native  professors  barely  sufficed  for 
tlie  compilation  of  a  defective  almanac.  The  lii>tory.  antiquities,  arts, 
and  (sciences  of  ancient  Egj-jit  were  utterly  unknown.  The  Pyriunids 
were  generally  believed  to  be  productions  of  nature ;  and  even  th«' 
few  who  were  better  informed  on  the  subject,  when  they  observed 
the  interest  taken  in  tliem  by  the  French,  were  disposed  to  regard 
them  as  monuments  erected  by  some  andeitf  European  people,  from 
whidi  die  present  conquerors  of  the  hmd  were  descended.  The 
tools  and  inpleraents  of  trade  and  manu&cture  were  of  the  rudest 
and  most  ptimitiTe  kind;  and  yet  the  natire  artisans,  on  bmng  shewn 
the  European  inrentions,  and  die  French  modea  of  working,  ezhilnted 
a  talent  for  imitation  and  a  readiness  of  conception,  which  at  once 
proved  that  the  fault  was  in  the  goremment  and  institutions  of 
the  country,  and  not  attributable  to  any  want  of  natural  genius  or 
capacity  in  the  people.  The  chief  defect  may,  indeed,  be  traced  to 
that  dogma  of  Mahomctanism,  —  the  same  which  influenced  tJie 
Caliph  Omar,  when  he  commanded  the  de>truction  of  the  greatest 
ornament  and  most  valuable  jiossessiuu  of  tltat,  and  perhiips  uf  any 
then  existing,  nation,  the  magnificent  library  of  Alexandria, — which 
says,  that  "all  knowledge,  beyond  that  tan|^  in  the  Konn,  ia 
useless  or  profime." 

N^oleoB  waa  deainraB  of  ronedying  the  erib  to  which  this 
ignonmoe  and  a  hmg  oonne  of  oppression  had  given  rise.  Variooa 
memhera  of  die  Institate  were  appmnted  to  preside  over  different 
departments  of  the  civil  administratioii,  and  to  ascertain  and  turn  to 
account  the  abundant  resources  of  die  oonntiy.  The  geograpliical 
limits  and  peculiarities  of  the  nation  were  first  investigated ;  roads, 
bridges,  and  fortresses  were  constructed ;  levels  taken,  and  a  i)lan 
drawn  for  a  griuid  canal  to  open  the  na\ngation  from  the  Nile 
to  the  Ked  Sea.  Several  manufactories  were  established  at  C';iiro, 
of  a  description  entirely  lu-w  to  the  inhabitants ;  among  others, 
wind  and  water-mills  for  making  Hour  and  gunpowder.  Improved 
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methods  of  -weaving  and  rnibroidering  die  superb  carpets  of  Mecca, 
and  the  cloth  and  shawls  of  Arabia,  were  introduced.  Foiuderiei 
were  instituted;  printing-presses  brought  into  operadon;  tnd  literary 
and  political  journals,  botli  in  French  and  Arabic,  were  published. 
The  hikes  of  Meuzaleh,  Bourlos,  and  Natron  mvvc  carci'ullv  sur- 
veyed. The  natural  productions  of  the  country  and  its  capabilities, 
with  reference  to  soil  and  climate,  were  brought  under  review. 
Hospitals  were  founded,  wells  sunk,  public  baths  and  fountains 
opened.  A  causewiqr  was  constnicted,  by  wlddi  communications 
could  be  maintained  b^ween  Oaiio  and  Bonlae,  diizii^-tke  inuni' 
dationa  tif  'the  mie.  The'  streets  of  ibe  cities  Irere'  purified  feoA 
the  aoemnnlated  filth  of  years,  and  scavengers  qipointed  to>pfesem 
lids  cleanliness.  Sfances  were  cut  finr  watering  the  land;  add  iHnd- 
mills  erected  to  raise  water  for  the  same  pnrpeee,  where  other  mean* 
of  irrigation  could  not  be  employed.  A  theatre  was  built ;  and  even 
a  kind  of  TiToli  establiahed  in  the  public  gardens  of  Cairo,  with 
musical  perfimnances,  promenades,  ilkuuinations,  and  fire-worka. 
Nothing  that  could  contribute  to  elevate  the  character  of  the 
people,  impart  to  them  new  ideas,  or  humanize  and  instruct  them, 
was  deemed  too  high  or  too  arduous  to  be  grappled  with  by  the 
consununate  genius,  clear  understanding,  and  unwearied  industry  of 
Napoleon ;  nothing  that  seemed  calculated  to  conduce  to  the 
desired  end,  was  thought  too  low  to  be  admitted  into  his  list  of 
means  finr  the  rq^enemtioB  of  the  country. 

Li  order  thkt  the  religions  and  national  prejudices  of  the  people 
might  not  be  alarmed  by  the  very  eztennve  xefiHrms  in  progresst 
the  tnd  that  Egypt  had  become  a  French  province  was  carefnlly 
concealed  firom  view.  The  Pabha  appointed  by  the  Focte  was  still 
permitted  to  exercise  the  same  nominal  authority  which  had  been 
left  in  his  hands  by  the  Mameluke  Beys.  The  Imauns,  or  priests  { 
the  Ulemats,  or  lawyers;  the  Scheiks,  or  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
judges ;  the  Cadis,  or  magistrates ;  and  the  Janissaries,  or  pri\'ileged 
soldiers,  were  all  treated  with  respect  and  attention.  Evcnr  class  of 
the  inhabitants  wa-s  protected.  Justice,  tempered  with  the  mercy 
and  impartiality  which  belong  to  civilization,  was  administered  accord- 
ing to  Mahometan  laws.  The  executive  govenuneut  was  conducted, 
as  formerly,  by  the  Grand  Divan,  the  constitution  of  which  was  no 
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further  mtesfisired  wiHSti  than  by  the  appointment  of  Monge  and  Ber- 
thoUet,  to  preside  over  and  regulate  its  proceecUDgs  according  to  the 
dictates  of  reason  and  humanity  .  The  taxes  were  not  increased,  as 
had  been  feared  ;  but,  in  consoqiicncc  of  the  equitable  mode  in 
which  they  wore  imposed  and  levied,  were  considerably  liu'liti  ned. 
Obedience  tu  the  lawn  was  iu&isted  upon  from  all  persousj  without 
distinction  of  rank  or  sect. 

The  astonishment  of  the  people  at  such  a  novel  syitem  of  admiuis- 
tnliini  xuj  be  ii^emd  firom  an  incident  recorded  by  Laa  Caaea. 
Some  Arabs,  in  a  manrading  exouraum  oa  die  frontier,  bad  killed  a 
Fellah,  oar  peasant.  Napoleoii  was  inoenaed,  and  gave  instant  orders 
Ibr  the  pursuit  and  panidunent  of  the  murderers.  "  Sultan  Kelnr,** 
aaid  the  Sdieik  M-MoocK,  wbo  waa  preaent,  "  you  play  a  dangerona 
game  in  quarrelling  with  these  people,  who  can  do  ymi  ten  times  more 
harm  than  you  can  do  them.  And  what  is  it  all  about?  Was  the 
miserable  peasant  they  have  Jailed  your  kinsman,  that  you  shoidd 
seek  to  avenge  him  ?"  "  He  waf?  more/'  replied  Napoleon :  "  those 
whom  I  govern  are  my  children.  Power  is  g^ven  me  that  T  may 
socnre  tlieir  safety  and  liappiness."  All  the  Schciks  of  the  divan 
bowed  their  heads  at  these  words,  and  £l-Mondi  repUed,  "  Good  1 
thou  lixst  spoken  like  the  Prophet  liimsclf !" 

Still  furtlier  to  conciUate  the  natives,  Uic  Gcueral-in-chief  paid 
great  daferenoe  to  the  ceremonies  and  obaervances  enjoined  by  their 
kwB.  On  the  18di  of  August,  he  was  present  at  tibe  aolemnity^  of 
opening  the  canal.Af  Cairo;  wbidi,  on  die  rising  of  tbe  Nile,  receivea 
a  portion  of  its  ivafeers;  and  two  di^  afterwards,  on  die  invitatbn  of 
tbe  Sbeik  El-Bekri,  he  attended  tbe  celebntion  of  tbe  feast  of 
lIabomet*s  nativity,  when  bis  respect  fiir  tbe  Ftopbet  was  exbilnted 
by  bis  oonfinming  to  the  customs  of  the  true  believers.  The  cere- 
mony consisted  in  the  recital  of  a  poetical  history  of  the  events  of 
the  life  of  Maliomet.  The  Scheiks  of  the  city,  sitting  in  a  circle  on 
carpets,  with  their  legs  crossed,  chanted  the  verses,  swinging  their 
lx)dies  backwards  and  forwards.  An  excellent  dinner  was  afterwards 
served  on  twenty  tables,  with  five  or  six  persons  at  each.  At  this 
dinner  nothintr  was  disagreeable  to  the  French  iruests,  except  the 
Mussulman  manner  of  eating  with  the  fingers.  In  the  evening,  the 
whole  city  of  Cairo  wai>  illuminated  with  beautilul  iuiup^  of  coloured 
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glass ;  and  the  streets  were  paraded  by  parties,  of  from  twenty  to  a 
hundred  persons  each,  reciting  the  prayers  and  history  of  the  Prophet, 
with  gestures  that  continued  to  increase  in  violence  till  they  became 
convulsive,  when  some  of  the  most  zealous  fainted.  It  was  on  this 
occasion  that  £1-Bekri  presented  to  Napoleon  two  young  Mameluke 
slaves,  Ibrahim  and  Roustan,  who,  till  they  were  compvdsorily  sepa- 
rated from  him  on  the  reverses  of  the  "  Hundred  Days,"  in  181. 5, 
remained  faithfully  attached  to  the  General,  following  him  through 
every  vicissitude  of  fortune ;  indeed  Ibrahim,  upon  learning  that  he 
would  not  be  permitted  to  accompany  his  master  to  St.  Helena, 
stabbed  himself  from  grief  and  despair. 

These  and  other  circumstances,  among  which  was  his  care  for  the 
safety  of  the  caravans  of  pilgrims  and  merchants  which  traverse  the 
Deserts  from  Cairo  to  the  holy  cities,  or  the  great  marts  of  eastern 
commerce,  produced  so  good  an  effect  that,  in  a  synod  of  Scheiks  and 
Imauns  of  the  Grand  Mosque,  it  was  publicly  declared  to  be  lawful  for 
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Mussulmans  to  obey  and  pay  tribute  to  the  Sultan  Kebir :  a  decision 
without  precedent  in  the  annals  of  Mahomc^tanisni,  and  directly 
opposed  to  the  doctrines  of  tlie  Koran,  Mhich  expressly  forbid  sub- 
mission to  iiitidtls.  It  is  not  quite  certain,  liovrcver,  that  Napoleon 
was  regarded  as  entirely  an  infidel  by  the  Moslem  divines.  By  his 
confennily  widi  Aeir  automs,  he  had  mdneed  many  to  belieye  that  he 
waa  on  die  ere  of  beooaung  a  convert  to  their  fid£h.  In  hk  kttert 
and  prodamationa  he  boldly  awerted  a  divine  miMioni  "  Make  the 
people  nnderatand,"  he  aaid,  in  a  pubUihed  addreas  to  the  heads  of 
the  clexgy,  **  that  befine  the  -world  was  ftnned  it  vraa  ordained  that, 
after  having  destroyed  the  encmiea  ct  Idamism,  and  shattered  the 
crosa,  I  should  come  from  the  distant  parti  of  the  West  to  acoomplish 
the  task  for  which  I  am  destined.  In  more  than  twenty  paaaages  of 
the  Koran  my  coming  is  foretold.  I  conld  demand  an  account  from  ' 
every  person  fur  the  secret  thoughts  of  his  soul ;  since  to  me  every- 
thing is  kno^Ti  :  but  the  day  ^vill  come  when  all  shall  know  from 
Avhom  I  have  my  commi-^'-ion,  and  that  no  human  effort  can  prevail 
against  me."  This  he  ai'lcrwiu-ds  admitted  was  quackerj-,  and  nobody 
can  for  an  instant  doubt  that  it  was  so :  it  can  hardly,  from  want  of 
enthusiastic  energy,  be  conddered  worthy  of  the  eulogium  passed 
upon  it  by  himself,  when  he  called  it  **  qoadEery  of  the  highect  ocder/* 
and  spoke  of  it  aa  calenlated  to  gratify  and  delnde  thoae  whose  ftvonr 
it  was  his  intereat  to  cultivate.  That  Napoleon,  at  this  time,  was  but 
an  indilforent  Christian  is  avowed  hy  himaelf.  Li  his  account  of 
Egyp^  dictated  to  General  Gouxgand,  in  allurion  to  the  doctrine  ai 
rewards  and  punishments  in  a  future  state,  he  did  not  scrapie  to 
designate  the  religion  of  Jesus  as  a  threat,  and  that  of  ^fahomct  as  a 
pronuse;  nor  to  characterize  the  latter  as  the  saeoeasor  of  Jinlaism  and 
Christianity,  and  a  blendiiiir  of  both.  Conversion  to  Klamism  he  ; 
regarded  as  nothing  more  than  a  change  from  a  hat  and  small-clothes  j 
to  a  turban  and  trousers  ;  and  considered  that  the  subjugation  of  A^ia 
would  amply  compensate  for  the  inconvenience.  *'  llcnry  the  Fourth 
of  France,"  he  remarked,  "  held  I'aris  to  be  well  worth  a  mass." 
With  respect  to  his  soldiers,  an  utter  indificrencc  to  religion  pervaded 
aU  ranka:  Christianity,  Judaism,  Mahometanism,  and  Paganism  j 
occupied  the  same  place  in  their  esteem;  and  they  would,  withovt  | 
heaitatiQn,  have  embraced  any  creed  that  dkmd  a  temporal  advanti^  j 
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to  their  favourite  Genwal  or  themselves.  "  We  must  take  care,'* 
wrote  Bonaparte  to  Kleber,  "  lest  the  Turks  conceive  the  same  pre- 
judices against  tis  as  against  the  Christians;"  and  in  a  letter  to 
Menou  arc  the  expressions,  "  I  thank  you  for  the  honours  you  have 
paid  to  our  Prophet."  "  In  India,"  says  Dc  Bourrienne,  "  Napoleon 
would  have  been  for  Ali,  in  Thibet  for  the  Dalai  Lama,  and  in  China 
for  Confucius."  He  had  been,  in  short,  infected  with  the  infidelity  of 
the  revolutionary  philosophers ;  and  regarded  all  religions  as  the  mere 
institutions  of  men,  and  deemed  it  necessary  to  respect  them  only  as 
powerfid  means  of  government. 

His  Moslem  demonstrations  were  matters  of  jest  among  the  French, 
who  understood  them ;  but  the  Scheiks  of  Cairo,  with  whom  he  held 
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firo^mtat  diieuisioiiui  on'  iSnA  fiib|66t«  wcro*  or  ptottodod  to  bo^  in  Mnne 
degree  impoeed  upon,  and  endeavoured  to  smooth  the  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  his  oouvenion,  1)y  dedaiing  that  abstinence  from  wine  and 
circumdiioii  wore  not  absolutely  essential  to  the  belief  of  the  Koran. 
They  even  offered  up  public  prayers  for  him,  and  for  the  kuccoss  of 
his  arras,  in  their  mosques.  There  was,  however,  iin  insuperable 
obstacle  to  his  assumption  of  "the  turban  and  trousers:"  Napoleon 
on  embracing  Islamism  must,  to  use  his  own  words,  "  have  turned  his 
back  upon  Europe,  upon  the  regeneration  of  the  age,  and  the  course 
of  Fate  in  France/**  General  Menou,  who  bad.  no  great  undeveloped 
designs  to  dotor  Imi  firompiintaing  iStud  ben^of  Ids  fachiiatioii>  boramnft 
aa -actual  and  eamdrt  ooiiTert  to  die  Mtih  of  the  Fkopbe^  and  mairied 
a  Mahometan  lad/  of  Boietta,'whom  be  treated  afker  the  French 
model  of  gaUantty;  .giving  her  hia  hand  to  enter  the  dining-room, 
the  beat  pUwe  at  table,  and  the  dmiceit  at  dinner,  or  if  ahe 

dro;^]^ed  her  handkerchief  he  ran  to  pick  it  up.  The  lady  boasting 
of  these  attentions  in  the  bath,  where  it  is  the  custom  of  Oriental 
women  to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  relating  the  news 
and  contriving  intrigues,  almost  caused  a  revolution  in  the  harem. 
Tlie  other  women,  who  enjoyed  less  consideration  and  fewer  })rivi- 
K'ges,  sent  a  petition  to  the  Suhaii  Ki  bir,  requesting  him  to  compel 
tlicir  husbands  to  treat  them  iu  Uke  manner ! 

Notwithiitauding  the  constant  activity  and  occupation  of  the  Com- 
moider-in-diirf,  after  the  batde  of  'Hm  Nile  time  appeem  to  hsve 
hong  heavy  on  hia  hands.  He  rode  mnoh,  dictated'  orders,  planned 
new  can^oigns  iai  Europe  «tf  well  aa  finr  Aria,  read,  wrote;  hot  die 
want  of  news  ftom  Paris  created  «  wearistmie  void  In  his  mind  irfudi 
nothmg  eoald  adeqoatdy  §SL  ^  His  diong^ts,  his  hopes,  his  ambition, 
aQ-ccolred  in  Finnee ;  and  hiA  impatience  at  the  interruption  of  his 
oonespondence,  occasioned  by  the  vigilance  the  Kngliah  cruisers, 
was  constantly  finding  vent  De  Bourrienne  has  represented  him 
as  dissipating  a  portion  of  his  enntit  in  a  /iahnn  with  Madame  Fonr<^s, 
the  wife  of  a  Ueutenant  of  inlantry,  of  whom  tlio  Duchess  d'Ahrantes 
has  in  her  Memoirs  related  several  interesting  partirulars.  The  jiai  t 
of  the  storj'  most  worth  remembering,  however,  is,  that  the  hushajul 
of  the  lady  having,  by  a  delicate  airaugement,  been  despatched  on  a 
■ttMMB  le  iSbit  Directory,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  English,  who 
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lumog  Mcertnned  the  mom  of  M«  Foui^  selectiimj  fiom  ihs  letten 
of  ii^dk  lie  WIS  the  bearer,  initead  of  detmrnig]^  m  umal, 

maliciously  liberated  him  and  sent  him  back  into  Egypt 

The  1st  Vend^miaire  (22nd  September)  was  observed  by  the 
French  soldiers  at  all  their  stations,  but  with  more  especial  mag- 
nificence at  Cairo,  as  the  anniversary  f^te  of  the  foundation  of 
the  RepuLUc.  In  tlic  morning  a  grand  reWcw  took  place,  at 
which  many  Turkiisli  officers  of  dis^tinction  were  present,  and  were 
strongly  imprcss^cd  with  the  number,  discipline,  and  excellent  appoint- 
ments of  the  soldiers.  As  the  latter  filed  past  Uie  (jcueral-in-chicf, 
he  thus  addressed  them: — ''Soldiers I  We  now  celebrate  the  first 
day  of  the  sevendi  year  of  Ae  BepabUc.  lire  years  ago^  the 
independence  of  the  IVendi  people  was  threatened;  but  the  oaptnre 
of  Tonlon  was  the  presage  of  nun  to  oar  enemies.  A  year  afterwards, 
yoa  deftaled  the  Aastrtans  tit  Dego.  In  the  following  year,  you 
were  fighting  iqion  the  summits  of  the  Alpa.  Two  years  ago,  you 
were  contending  beneath  the  walls  of  Mantna,  and  achieved  the 
celebrated  victory  of  St.  Geoige.  Last  year,  you  were  at  the  sources 
of  the  Drave  and  the  Isonzo,  on  your  return  fi-om  Germany.  "Who 
would  then  have  ventured  to  predict,  that  to-day  you  should  be  on 
the  banks  of  the  Nile,  in  the  centre  of  the  ancient  continent  ? 

**  From  the  Briton,  renowned  in  arts  and  commerce,  to  the  ferocious 
Arab  of  the  Desert,  you  fix  the  attention  of  mankind.  Your  destiny 
is  noble,  because  you  aie  worthy  of  your  achievements  and  of  the 
reputation  you  have  acqiured.  You  will  die  with  honour  like  the 
breve,  whose  nimes  I  have  cansed  to  be  inscribed  on  yonder  Pyra- 
midsj  or  you  will  return  to  year  oonntiy,  covered  with  hnud^ 
and  exciting  Uie  admization  all  nations.  Daring  Uie  five  months 
vriucih  have  ekpsed  since  we  quitted  Europe,  we  have  been  the 
objects  of  unceasing  solicitade  to  our  countrjaen.  On  this  day, 
fioty  i»aiiww«  our  fellow-citizens  are  celebrating  the  era  of  repre- 
sentative governments  :  forty  millions  of  citizens  turn  their  thoughts 
to  us,  and  exclaim :  *  To  their  toils,  to  their  blood,  we  are  indebted 
for  a  general  peace,  for  repoae,  commercial  prosperi^,  and  the 
blessings  of  civil  liberty."* 

In  the  evening,  Napoleon  gave  a  banquet  to  upwards  of  a  hundred 
and  filty  French  and  Mahometan  officers.    "  The  Republican  flag  and 
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Mussolniaii  banner  floated  on  this  occasioii  nde  by  adc ;  the  crescent 
by  the  cap  of  liberty ;  the  Koran  forming  a  pendant  to  The  RighU  ^ 

Manr 

The  friendship  of  the  Arahs,  meanwhile,  wa.s  of  tlie  hollowest  cha- 
racter, and  assumed  merely  to  lull  their  conquerors  into  a  state  of 
nenr|i<rpnt  security.    As  the  French  relaxed  in  the  ])recautions  which 
they  had  adopted   on  first   tidving  possession  ul  Cairo,  the  natives 
became  bolder,  and  more  designing.    Orders  had  been  given  to  watch 
Ae  mnezsin,  or  criaa  of  dio  mosques,  that  their  daily  calls  to  the 
people  might  not  be  converted  into  means  fer  die  diffunon  d  aenti- 
mentB  dangerous  to  the  army  of  the  BepabUc.   For  awhEe  this  had 
been  strictly  attended  to;  but  it  being  observed  that  notlung  save  die 
hours  and  the  costomary  prayers  and  hymns  were  pronounced  firom  I 
the  minaretB,  the  ▼igilanee  of  the  soldiery  was  baffled.  '  By  dqjrees 
oliher  exhortations  than  those  of  religion  were  uttered,  and  these 
eliciting  no  official  notice,  were  followed  by  seditious  harangues,  in 
which  firmans  of  the  (J rand  Seignior  were  cited,  disavowing  all  amity 
with  the  French,  and  calling  upon  the  inhabitants  to  arm  and  join 
the  Mamelukes  in  expelling  the  invaders.    A  general  rising  M  as  thus 
organized,  not  only  in  Cairo,  but  throughout  Kgy])t.  Meanwhile, 
Murad  and  Ibrahim  Bev  were  not  idle.    Thi  y  incited  their  troops, 
by  the  recollection  of  former  defeat  uud  Uie  hope  of  si)eedy  ven-  \ 
geance ;  the  Bedouins,  by  the  harvest  of  which  tliey  had  been 
deprived  in  thdur  customary  plunder  of  the  caravans  of  the  Desert, 
and  the  frontier  towns  and  viUages;  the  Janissaries,  by  their  alle> 
^anoe  to  the  Prate  and  their  love  fi»  the  power  and  privilqies 
which  they  were  no  longer  permitted  to  ezerdse ;  and,  indeed,  die 
pecnlisr  pngudioes  and  fedings  of  all  classes  were  appealed  to^  to 
indnoe  them  to  maike  comnion  cause  and  union  againat  the  foreign  . 
and  treacherous  oppressor.   At  the  same  time  numerous  fanatics,  of    i  [ 
whom  SMne  pretended  to  be  divinely  inspired,  traversed  the  country, 
preaching  a  cmsade  against  the  infidels,  and  denouncing  the  ban  of     |  < 
the  Prophet  upon  all  who  refused  to  assist  in  extirpating  the  unbe-  I 
lie%-ing  dogs  that  sought  to  extend  their  dominion  over  the  faithful. 
The  whole  nation,  with  tlie  exception  of  the  Copt.s,  a  Christian 
remnant  of  the  race  which  siuvived  the  conquests  of  the  first  Caliphs,      |  ' 
was  tlius  prepared  to  rise  at  a  concerted  bigual,  aud  make  an  effort     .  \ 
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to  ndeeai  die  country  from  what  every  true  belieTer  most  hKft 
oonndend  « ttete  of  dognuling  MTvitode. 

The  last  amuranoemoit  from  the  minareta  waa  made  on  the  night 
of  the  21at  of  October;  and  before  moming,  the  capital  teemed 
with  inanrxection.  Gieneral  Dupuia,  the  commandant  of  the  citadel« 
who  had  dined  wiA,  and  been  complimented  by,  several  of  the 
inhahitiintii  on  the  preceding  day,  waa  among  the  first  victims  of 
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popular  fory.    Napoleon  was  aroused  with  intelligence  of  the 
outbreak  at  five  in  the  morning;  when  throwing  himself  on  hone- 
back,  he  galloped  afc  the  head  of  about  thirty  Guides  to  every  post, 
and  by  his  presence,  and  tlie  vigorous  measures  of  defence  wliich 
he  directed  to  be  instantly  adopted,  succeeded  in  restoring  confidence 
amons:  the  alarmed  soldiery.    He  had  scarcely  returned  to  head- 
quarters,  howcyer,  when  lie  learned  that  a  strong  party  of  Bedouins 
were  attempting  to  force  the  gates.     Sulko%ysky,  who  was  present, 
and  who  had  not  yet  recovered  firom  the  numerous  wounds  he  had 
received  at  Salatrieli,  wts  directed  to  xepoir  with  flfieen  Guides  to 
the  point  most  thiettened.  He  obeyed ;  and  in  ft  few  minutes,  one  | 
of  the  Gindfls  nuhed  into  die  apartment,  covered  with  blood,  to  j 
annomioe  the  death  of  hia  bntye  and  talented  yoimg  leader,  and 
tbat  the  fourteen  ooiiq;>aidons  who  had  just  departed  with  him,  had 
been  cut  to  pieoes  by  the  Arabs.    Napoleon  loved  Sulkowsky  for 
his  many  sterling  qualities,  and  was  accustomed  to  call  him  his  noble 
and  COUn^peons  Pole,  and  to  spesk  of  him  as  one  who  woxild  have 
been  most  precious  to  the  man  who  might  undertake  to  restore  to 
freedom  the  brave  people  to  which  he  belonged  —  the  ill-fated  Poles, 
whose  rights  had  been,  and  cotitinue  to  be,  so  grievously  outraged 
by  the  infamous  triple  partition  of  their  country',  and  who  haye      '  j 
suffered  so  greatly  from  the  yoke  which  has  long  borne  tliem  down.  ' 
Few  occurrences  could  have  inspired  the  General-in-chief  with  such  , 
excessive  rage  as  the  intelligence  of  this  massacre.   He  gave  imme-  j 
diate  ocden  to  poraoe  the  insnxgenta  with  the  ntmoet  rigour;  '*to  ; 
kill  and  qpare  noL**   The  malcontents,  alter  fighting  desperately  in 
the  streets  and  sqnaree,  were  rqpnlsed  at  all  points,  and  compelled  ! 
to  sedc  reloge  in  die  principal  mosque;  whence,  on  finding  the 
bdlding  surrounded  with  artillery,  they  sent  an  offer  of  capitulation,  i 
which,  however,  was  rejected  wiUi  scorn.  **TbB  hour  of  clemen^,'*    ,  | 
said  Napoleon,  "is  past.     Tlu>  Arabs  oommenccd;  it  is  fiur  me  to  ^ 
make  an  end."     The  doors  of  the  mosque  being  blown  open,  the     '  J 
carnage  that  ensued  was  frightful.    The  Sultan  Kebir  had  never  till  ^ 
then  appeared  so  terrible  in  the  eves  of  tlic  Egyptians.     For  two 
whole  days  the  city  was  under  a  constant  fire  from  the  batteries  of 
Moqualuim.    On  the  third  day.  order  was  restored.     Many  prisoners      ,  , 
were  taken,  including  twelve  of  the  Schciks  of  Cario,  members  of     '  1 
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the  Gnmd  Divan.    These,  elthoogh  lihey  expected  detdi,  amd  were  | 
mxpmed  that  it  was  not  at  onee  inflicted,  wen  nierdy  aeewed  as 
hostages :  but  many  others  were  executed  as  examples ;  being  tied  nap  | 
in  sacks,  nud  thrown  at  night  into  the  Nile.    Among  those  who  thus 
suffered,  De  Bounienne  sagr**  mace  seraral  women ;  but  it  may  be  cha- 
ritably hoped,  since  no  reason  appears  for  such  inhumanity',  especially  ' 
with  respect  to  ^lahomctan  females,  who  exercise  no  political  influ-  j 
ence  either  in  domestic  circles  or  upon  society,  and  since  the  imputed 
severity  is  wholly  opjiosed  to  the  practice  and  maxims,  and  repugnant 
to  the  nature,  of  Napoleon,  and  is  besides  unsupported  by  concurrent  ' 
testimony,  tluit  the  imertion  is  grounded  on  some  mistake.  [ 

The  disquietude  of  the  times,  however,  rendered  terrible  displays  I 
neoesaaxy,  in  order  to  overawe  and  repress  die  flery  liate  of  the  | 
infuriated  Moslems,  and  to  cxtingniah  llieir  growing  spirit  of  revolt.  ! 
Shcwtly  after  the  insurrection  just  mentioned,  a  tribe  of  Bedonina  | 
surprised  and  murdered  several  IRrendunen  at  a  village  on  the  borders  | 
of  lite  Desert.   Napoleon  despaldied  hii  aidet-de-caaqp,  Cbraeier  and 
Beauhamais,  with  a  company  of  Guides,  to  bum  the  village,  pursue, 
and  cut  off  the  heads  of  the  assassins,  and  bring  these  trophies  with- 
the  snn-ivors  of  the  horde  to  Cairo.   On  the  nuNOOw,  the  detachment  > 
returned.     The  women,  who  were  brought  in  as  captives,  had  ex- 
perienced sufferings  of  the  most  shocking  description,  and  several 
children  had  perished,  bv  the  wav.    Tlie  melancliuly  triiin  reached 
the  square  of  El-Bekir  about  four  o'c  lock  in  the  afternoon,  followed  by  j 
many  asses  laden  with  sacks.    These  were  opened  in  public,  and  the  J 
bloody  heads  of  the  slaughtered  Arabs  rolled  out  before  the  populace,  j 
whidi  liad  aaamnUed  in  crowds  to  learn  the  result  of  tiw  eneditiott. 
The  eiq^edient  was  revolting  and  tenriUe;  hat  it  was  eiiectaal  in 
securing  fixr  some  numtiis  the  safety  of  die  small  partiea  which  the 
exigencies  of  die  army  required  to  be  sent  out,  from  time  to  time,  in 
different  directions.    "The  country,"  si^  Mr.  Lockhart,  "appears 
to  have  remained  more  quiet,  tnd  probably  enjoyed  more  prosperity,  [ 
than  it  had  ever  done  during  any  period  of  the  same  lengdi,  aince  | 
the  Saracen  government  was  overdirown  by  the  Ottomans.**  j 

From  the  recent  insurrections,  one  important  piece  of  information 
was  gained  ;  namely,  that  the  I'orte  had  not  been  deceived  by  the 
specious  pretexts  put  forth  for  the  occupation  of  Egypt;  but  was 
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determined  to  oppoM  die  French  with  die  whole  power  of  Uie 
eiiq[»ire.  Large  sums  of  money  had  been  tent  to  the  Mandnke  ofaieA^ 

to  enable  them  to  recruit  their  forces  and  renew  the  war.  A  secret 
correspondence  was  maintained  with  the  Stheiks  and  other  civil 
authorities ;  and,  in  order  to  afford  greater  security'  (or  the  renew  iil  of 
an  attempt  at  a  general  rising,  a  diversion  M'as  promised,  in  the  speedy 
disembarkation  in  Syria  of  a  large  army.  At  the  same  time  the 
assiiitancc  of  the  English,  the  A-ictors  of  the  Nile,  was  vaimted,  us  a 
guarantee  for  the  triumphant  issue  of  the  approaching  struggle. 
Napoleon  regarded  die  gadieiing  stonn  with  gloomy  apprehenmon. 
Cat  off  firam  all  coamramoatioii  widi  Erenee:  "left  by  the  Directory,** 
aa  he  wchiiined  in  bittei]ieie»  "to  peruh;**  snmnuided  by  diaooa^ 
tented  generab,  and  men  Trnxrenally  hmgdihing  fiir  home;  hia 
anxiety  moat  have  been  intanae.  With  a  ooorage  and  detenmnalion, 
however,  which  nothing  could  control,  he  qniedy  ptepared  to  anticipate 
the  crisu.  The  atrength  of  all  the  defensive  posts  in  the  possession 
of  the  IVench  was  augmented.  The  sailors  who  had  sought  refuge 
on  shore,  or  been  landed  by  Nelson  after  the  Rattle  of  the  Nile, 
amounting  to  more  tlian  three  thnusand,  were  incorporated  with  the 
troops.  Many  recruits  were  raisccl  hum  among  the  Copts,  the  dis- 
contented Fellahs,  and  the  slaves,  who  were  also  embodietl  in  the 
various  corps  of  the  army.  One  brigade,  the  2l8t,  consisted  almost 
wholfy  of  native  aoldicrt.  Other  reaonroea  were  rendered  avaikble. 
The  manofitctoriea  which  had  been  established  began  to  yield  profit- 
able retoma;  and  the  treainry  was  replenished  by  the  collection, 
wkmn  it  was  practicably  of  the  annual  tribute  impoaed  en  the 
coontry  in  advance.  Occaaioiially,  the  delinquendea  of  die  wealdiy 
inhabitants  were  tuned  to  account.  One  incident,  aldiop^  nnpro- 
daodTO  in  itself,  is  highly  characteristic  of  the  policy  piu-sued,  and  of 
the  temper  of  the  Egyptians.  £l-Koraun,  a  dignified  Scheik  of 
Alexandria,  being  detected  in  acting  as  a  spy  for  the  Maniclukes,  was 
condcnmetl  to  pay  a  fine  of  three  hundred  thousand  francs  (twelve 
thousand  live  hundred  jwiundsi.  or  love  his  head.  "  If  I  am  to  die 
now,"  replied  the  ilt  vout  Moslem,  when  desired  to  niitke  his  election, 
"  nothing  can  sa\  i>  me ;  and  by  paying  the  penalty  I  .sli.iU  have  thrown 
away  my  piastres.  If  I  am  not  to  die,  wherefore  should  I  give 
themf"  He  waa  esBacnted;  and  hia  head  bemg  carried  dnm^  die 
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city,  accompanied  by  a  crier,  annotincing  his  cnme,  the  example  not 
only  intimidated  other  offenders,  whose  fatalism  was  less  resolute,  but 
facilitated  the  collection  of  the  triljute.  From  these  sources,  a  season- 
able supply  of  three  or  four  niillious  of  francs  -was  obtained. 

Meanwhile,  the  country  was  diligently  explored,  and  every  species 
of  information  collected  that  might  enalile  Napoleon  to  protect  his 
present  acquisitions,  or  extend  his  dominion.  On  Christmas-eve,  he 
set  out  on  a  journey  to  Suez  in  person,  in  order  to  examine  the 
traces  of  the  aneieiit  caital  iHadh  fiHmeiljr  oomieeled  Uie  wnffltixm  of 
tlie  Bed  Sea  wiih  lihat  of  die  Meditemmean.  On  this  expedition,  in 
addition  to  die  officers  of  Ids  tItsS,  ha  mm  accompanied  bgr  Mooge  and 
BerthoQet.  The  road  diroagh  the  desolate  wilderness  which  they 
had  to  traverse— die  same  dirough  whidi  die  Lnradstes  joumiByed  when 
disnusscd  by  Pharaoh  from  bondage  —  is  indicated  only  by  thickly 
scattered  human  bones ;  the  remains  of  those  who,  during  a  series  of 
ages,  have  perished  in  crossing  the  waste,  with  the  caravans,  from 
Syria  and  Arabia.  After  visiting  the  fort  of  Suez,  where  vestiges  of 
the  old  canal  communicating  with  the  Nile  were  discovered,  in  such  a 
state  of  preservation  as  not  to  retjuire  very  considerable  repairs,  and 
ordering  the  erection  of  some  fortifications  to  oppose  any  troops  that 
might  attempt  to  land  from  India,  Bonaparte  and  his  C0Mip;uiions,  on 
the  morning  of  the  2Sth  December,  passed  the  Red  Sea,  dry-footed, 
on  their  way  to  the  celebrated  fountains  of  Moses.  The  sea  at  this 
point  is  not  duee  nules  faroad,  and  at  low-water  is  alwi^  findable. 
Hie  caravans  of  Tor  and  Mount  Sinai  always  cross  diere;  and  it  is 
by  some  supposed  to  be  die  spot  at  which  the  Hehfews,  under  die 
guidance  of  dieir  lawgiver,  effi»cted  die  miracnlons  passage  rec(nded 
in  Hdy  writ  The  party  passed  some  hours  at  the  saered  springs, 
seated  on  the  margin  of  the  most  considerable,  from  which  they  took 
the  water  for  their  coffee.  Here  Napoleon  received  a  deputation 
from  the  Maronite  monks  of  Mount  Sinai ;  who,  on  learning  of  his 
approach,  sent  to  implore  his  protection,  and  to  request  his  con- 
firmation of  their  ancient  privileges.  He  on  this  occasion  inscribed 
his  name  to  tlie  same  eliarters  which  bore  the  signatures  of  Mahomet, 
Ali,  Saladin,  and  Ibrahim. 

Before  returning  they  visited  a  canal,  constructed  as  a  reservoir  by 
the  Venetians  when  in  possession  uf  the  commerce  of  the  East,  which 
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with  otber  rasetrchM  crammed  lihe  time,  to  diat  night  had  fidlea 
when  thej  readied  die  shore.  The  flowing  tide  had  afaready  risen 
to  a  oooaideTahle  h^^  and  die  guide  having  mistaken  his  waj  in 
die  darkness,  die  passage  was  attempted  at  a  more  dum  usually 
dangerous  place.  The  perscos  in  advance  at  length  shonted  that 
their  horscfl  were  swimming!  Napoleon,  by  one  of  those  simple 
expedients  which  only  occur  to  an  imperturbable  mind,  saved  the 
whole  party.  He  hade  them  form  a  circle  round  him,  and  each  to 
ride  out  in  a  separate  direction,  but  to  halt  when  he  foiind  his  horse 
swimming.  By  adopting  this  advice,  and  all  following  Isiin  whoso 
horse  continued  lonpcj.t  on  his  l<\i»8,  iln-y  were  cnablrd  to  rcai  h  Suez 
in  safety  at  two  in  the  morning ;  though  so  rapidly  had  the  tide 
advanced,  that  before  they  made  the  laud  the  water  was  at  the 
chests  of  die  horses.  "  We  thus,"  said  Napoleon,  **  escape  d  perishing, 
precisely  in  dw  same  manner,  and  at  the  aame  place,  as  Fharaoh 
perished.  Had  we  been  lost,  the  coincidence  would  have  furnished 
an  the  preadwn  of  Christendom  widi  a  splendid  text  against  me.** 
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On  his  return  to  Cairo,  Bonaparte  seemed  occupied  for  a  time  with 
a  project  of  invading  British  India  by  way  of  Persia;  and  negociations 
were  even  entered  into  with  the  Shah  for  suppUes  and  a  passage 
through  his  dominions.  Frequently  would  the  Gcncral-in-chief  lay 
for  hours,  stretched  upon  the  ground,  tracing,  on  the  splendid  maps 
he  had  brought  from  Paris,  the  route  of  an  army  to  the  Euphrates. 
The  triumphs  of  his  favoui^ite  hero,  Aleximdcr,  now  formed  his  chief 
subject  of  conversation.  His  own  want  of  means  to  accomplish  the 
vast  designs  he  had  formed,  was  a  source  of  bitter  and  unceasing  regret. 
Upon  the  success  of  the  Syrian  expedition,  for  which  evcrv'thing  waa 
now  being  prepared,  the  fate  of  the  whole  Eastern  world  was  probably 
hinged.  To  be  prepared  for  the  possibihty  of  reaching  India,  he 
despatched,  on  the  2.5th  of  January,  1799,  an  envoy  with  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  Tippoo  Saib,  then  at  war  with  the  British: — "  You 
will  have  been  aheady  informed  of  my  arrival  on  the  shores  of  the 
Red  Sea,  with  an  army  as  invincible  as  it  is  innumerable,  and 
animated  with  a  fervent  desire  to  free  you  from  the  iron  yoke  of 
England.  I  hasten  to  acquaint  you  with  my  desire  to  receive,  by 
way  of  Muscat  or  Moka,  intelligence  from  yourself  respecting  the 
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pditical  aitiurtion  in  whidi  joa  iteiid.  I  am  eren  denroiu  tluit  yoa 
ihoald  tend  to  Suez,  or  Grand  Cairo,  iome  peiaon  oi  abiUty  wlio 
eqoya  your  confidence,  with  whoin  I  may  confer.**  No  answer  was 
returned  to  this  letter,  which  probably  indeed  never  reached  its 
destination,  as,  by  the  succeeding  May,  the  .empiie  of  Myaore 
had  become  a  pro-vincc  of  British  India. 

Before  tlie  end  of  Januar)',  information  had  been  received  that  two 
Turkish  arnii(  s,  with  a  large  supply  of  artillery',  stores,  and  skins  to 
carrj'  water,  had  been  collected,  one  at  lihodes,  which  was  intended 
to  land  at  Aboukir,  and  the  other  in  S^Tia,  to  advance  from  the 
Desert  Aehmet-FadM,  ianamed  JD^auar,  <»  the  Butcher,  had 
already  taken  poaieaaum  of  tihe  fintreaaea  of  Gaia  and  El-Axidi,  ^ 
latter  of  wUch,  being  conaidered  aa  lihelcey  of  Egypt,  he  waa  nocapeA 
in  r^airing.  Napolemi  aaw  ihat,  if  he  remained  atationary,  he  ahonld 
apeedily  have  to  snatain  an  attack  ficun  both  aocmiea  at  onoe,  aanated 
by  an  inaoirectionary  rising  in  the  interior,  and  probably  by  ft  body 
of  Europeans.  To  avoid  being  thus  hemmed  in,  with  no  retreat 
open  to  him  but  the  sea,  where  he  had  no  fleet,  and  the  Desert,  which 
was  scvcnt}'-five  leagues  across,  and  impassable  for  Europeans  in  the 
hot  season,  he  resolved  to  march  upon  Syria  while  it  was  yet  winter, 
possess  liimself  by  a  roifji-dc-main  of  the  magazines  of  tkc  enemy, 
level  the  fortifications  of  Jaffa  and  Acre,  ravage  tlie  country,  and  by 
ruining  its  resources,  render  die  passage  of  an  army  across  the  Desert 
impraetieftble :  having  done  which,  it  was  his  intention  to  tiun  upon 
the  army  of  Rhodes,  which  might  then  be  disposed  of  at  leisnre. 

On  the  9di  Febmaxy,  he  celetorted,  with  great  pomp,  die  com- 
mencement of  the  Fast  of  Ramadan,  in  die  ceremonial  of  which 
he  perfixrmed  the  duties  i^pertainiiig  to  dke  Fadta.  The  sabmianaii 
of  Lower  Egypt  being  secured  by  the  presence  of  atroaig  gaxiiaona  and 
able  commandants  in  all  the  cities  and  fortresses,  and  that  of  Upper 
Egypt,  by  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  Desaix — who,  in  parsait 
of  the  unconquerable  Murad  Bey,  after  having  explored  the  mag- 
nificent ruins  of  Thebes,  had  advanced  to  the  Cataracti!  of  the  Nile, 
a  hundred  and  sixty  k\igue8  beyond  Cairo;  —  the  army,  on  the  11th, 
commenced  its  march  towards  Asia.  The  General-in-chief,  during  his 
residence  in  Egj-pt,  had  learned  the  inestimable  value  of  the  drome- 
dary ; — the  physical  capacity  of  which  renders  it  pecaharly  the  animal 
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of  tlie  Dewrt.  It  ii  enabled  to  journey  upwards  of  twenty  leagoae 
a  day,  fat  seyenl  snceeinTe  days,  without  drink,  and  with  scarcely  any 
filod,  over -burning  snnds,  and  under  the  most  torrid  sun.  Several 
regiments  of  the  French  were,  therefore,  moimted  on  dromedaries. 
Napoleon  travelled  on  one  himself,  and  eren  snoceeded  in  yokii^ 


some  to  fvekl-pieces,  a  service  for  which  they  had  previously  been 
considered  wholly  unfit.  In  this  march,  as  in  that  from  Alexandria  to 
Cairo,  the  troops  endured  the  greatest  privations  from  want  of  water 
and  intense  heat;  and  the  distress  was  increased  the  tcXfy  of  the 
soldiers,  who,  to  ttvmd  endming  a  temporary  inconvenknce,  risked 
the  infliction  of  an  irremediable  one,  by  piercing  the  water-sldns  widi 
their  bagranets,  to  obtain  clandestine  supplies.  Generally,  however, 
they  exhibited  a  better  spirit  Aan  in  the  flml  Sgypdaa  campaign, 
and  frequently  diminished  by  pleasantry  ihe  bitterness  they  had  to 
endure.  Napoleon  alone  looked  upon  the  great  Desert  with  fedinga 
which  were  free  from  any  mixture  of  dread  or  aversion.  The 
immense  expanse  accorded  well  with  his  o^ti  boundless  ambition, 
with  the  lonely  and  scarcely  appreciable  grandeur  of  his  soul.  He 
said,  that  it  gave  liim  emotions  of  delight  to  contemplate  the  scene. 


IN 
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wUdi  lie  eaUed  u  ocmh  on  teimi-finiia*  It  is  reBudcaUe^''  be 
adM,  diat  AKqmfean,  dgmfio,  m  Cfared^,  the '  1^ 

Qenienl  Beribiv,  iHio  iras  die  tklito  of  a  rdnmtic  ptMUHi^  and 
i^ied  fiw  ihe  endeannenta  of  home,  had,  pravioiiBt^  to  the  d^artme 
of  the  anvf  from  Cairo,  solicited  and  olMainedpenuianantoietnmto 
France.  He  took  a  fermal  leave,  and  departed  for  Alexandria,  Mt  here 
a  vessel  had  been  commissioned  to  bear  him  from  the  shores  of  Egv'pt. 
His  love  for  the  General,  however,  prevailed  over  his  afFoction  for  his 
mistress.  When  it  was  thought  that  he  had  embarked,  he  presented 
himself  one  day  at  head-quarters,  with  tears  in  liis  eyes,  craving 
I  forciveness  for  his  folly,  and  declaring  liis  resolution  not  to  dishonour 
himself,  or  to  separate  his  destiny  from  that  of  his  chief  The  tender- 
ness, which  had  for  a  time  unmanned  him,  Wiis  mingled  with  a  species 
of  fSinaticiBm.  Within  his  tent  he  had  a  small  aanctuaiy,  fitted  up 
and  fianidied  with  the  Inxoxiona  d^anoe  of  a  taatefid  bondoir,  whidi 
waa  defdCed'  to  the  poctrait'of  hia  MOMorala,  befixre  vhieh  he  vaa 
fieqnently  finmd  vpon  hia  knee^  and  to  which  he  had  been  known  to 
ofier  bomt  inoenae.  Una  temple  waa  r^pdarlj  erected  when  hia  tent 
was  pitched,  even  in  the  Desert 

Proceeding  towards  El-Aiish,  Kleber,  the  commander  of  the  Tan- 
guard,  mistook  his  way,  and  became  involved  in  the  aandy  maaea  of 
the  ^^-ilderness.  Napoleon  who,  vnih  a  slender  escort,  was  endeavour- 
ing to  overtake  him,  discovered  at  night-fall  that,  instead  of  being  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  di\'ision  of  his  own  army,  he  was  approaching  a 
Mahometan  encampment.  He  was  speedily  puiMud,  but  escajjcd, 
because  it  being  night  the  enemy  f^usiiectod  that  an  anihuscidc  was 
intended.  This  adventiire  occasioned  great  uneasiness  respecting  the 
probable  fate  of  Kleber,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  night  was  passed 
in  anzioaa  efforta  to  obtain  tidinga  of  him.  Some  Araba  at  length 
informed  the  General  of  the  route  the  detachment  had  taken;  and 
after  a  nqnd  jonm^  of  several  honra  he  finmd  it,  orerwhdmed  with 
deapur,  and  ready  to  periah  with  hunger,  thirst,  and  fiitigue.  Some 
of  the  aoldiers  had  become  mutinous,  and  in  their  frenzy  had  broken 
their  muskets.  Hie  sight  of  Napoleon  revived  their  hopes,  and  the 
int^igencc,  that  a  supply  of  pro\  isions  and  water  was  not  far  in  tlie 
rear  inspired  them  with  new  life  and  energy :  "  But,"  he  said,  "  if 
relief  had  been  delayed,  that  would  not  have  excused  your  want 


JSI 


PSI.V8I1T1I. 


of  breach  of  discqiliito.    Soldien  1  letm  to  die  wxdi 

ooDxage.** 

Nowitliatandmg  the  expedienta  to  whidi  zeeoune  had  been  had,  in 
order  to  aecore  a  constant  supply  of  water  during  this  expedition,  the 
vaate  committed  by  die  soldien,  the  length  of  the  way,  and  the 
excessive  heat,  rendered  the  resoiirces  insiifficient,  and  every  one  was 
ready  to  sink  with  excess  of  suffering.  A  muddy  pool,  or  spring  of 
bitter,  brackish  water,  was  a  subject  of  contention  with  persons  of  all 
ranks :  the  meanest  soldier  disputing  the  right  of  a  general  to  prece- 
dence in  quenching  his  thirst  or  laving  his  parched  brow.  It  was 
personal  attachment  only  which  could  secure  greater  complaisance, 
even  for  the  General-in-chief.  He  himself  has  related,  as  "no 
tiifling  concesmon,"  iha^  irhile  halting  amid  the  nuns  of  FeMnm^ 
almoat  Bafibcated  with  heal^  aome  one  rengned'  to  him  port  of  an 
ancient  door  to  shade  hia  head  for  a  &w  minntos,  while  a  large  atone 
could  be  80  poiaed  aa  to  alfind  a  better  shelter.  It  waa  in  lifting  the 


atone  aUaded  to,  that  a  aaperb  antique  cameo  of  Angnstoa  waa  dis- 
covered, the  head  on  which  bore  a  strong  resemblance  to  that  of 
Napoleon,  and  which  was  consequently  presented  to  him,  and 
afterwards  became  die  property  of  Joaephtne. 


BL-  ASI8B.— A  S  A. 
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At  MeiMmdiiliy  or  At  FortmuOe,  upon  the  oonfinet  of  Ae  Deter^ 
at  the  loot  of  «  muiiber  ti  hOlocki,  idiksh  zetamed  a  portion  of  the 
abmidaiit  laiiia  of  vinter,  a  good  sappfy  of  water  waa  ohtained,  on 
pierdng  tbB  aand  to  the  depth  of  fire  oar  aiz  inehea.    "  It  waa 

amusing,'*  says  De  Bourricnnc,  "  to  see  alnioat  every  soldier,  in- 
cluding the  Commander-in-chief,  sprawling  upon  the  earth,  digging 
miniature  wells  with  their  hands,  and  exercising  a  variety  of 
stratagems,  to  secure  the  most  abundant  sprin?."  Occasional  patches 
of  vegetation,  with  trees  and  fountains,  increasing  in  frequency  and 
verdure  as  the  army  approached  SjTia,  now  cheered  the  spirits  of 
the  troops.  The  march  was  also  more  pleasant,  as  it  waa  for  some 
time  upon  the  shore  of  the  Mediterranean,  from  the  cod  waters  of 
wSikih  diey  were  resfreahed,  6om  time  to  tune,  with  a  grat^ 
fareeae^  and  in  which  Hassf  were  enabled  at  nocning  and  evening  to 
hadie. 

On  the  16th  of  Febmazy*  the  ainqr  aixired  before  El-Ariah,  into 
which  the  Tangnard  of  I](jeiar  had  retreated  on  tiie  iq^proeeih  of  the 
French.  In  the  meantime,  the  cavalry  of  the  Faeha,  with  a  body  of 
infantry,  had  got  to  the  rear  of  the  troops,  and  occupied  a  position 
about  a  league  ofif.  In  a  midnight  attack,  their  camp  was  surrounded 
by  a  detachment  under  General  Rcgnier,  and  a  quantity  of  arms  and 
baggage,  and  many  prisoners,  including  several  of  Ibraliim  Be5''8 
Mamelukes,  were  taken.  A  heavy  cannonade  was  now  directed 
against  the  fort;  and  on  the  18th  the  garrison  capitulated.  Five 
hundred  Albanian,  five  hundred  Maugrabin,  and  two  hundred  Adonian 
and  Caramaniau  prisoners,  with  great  afeore  of  hiacuiti  and  rice,  were 
the  firoita  of  thia  capture.  The  Maugrabina  entered  into  the  IVendi 
aervio^  and  were  femed  into  an  anzifiary  corpa.  On  the  22nd,  the 
march  waa  reaumed;  and  on  the  24^1^  the  tioopa  bivmiadced  in  Ana, 
near  the  piOara  which  mark  the  i^Mration  of  tiiat  diviaion  of  the 
world  firom  Afiica.  Ihe  fiiibwing  day  they  advanced  apon  uaaa; 
and,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  came  in  sight  of  three  or  four  thousand  of 
Djezzar'a  cavalry,  drawn  np  to  check  the  march  of  the  Europeans. 
The  horsemen  of  Murat,  supported  by  the  infantry  under  Kleber  and 
Lannes,  charged  the  enemy  near  the  height  which  overlooks  Hebron, 
at  the  spot  whence  Sampson  is  supposed  to  have  carried  away  the 
gates  of  Ga^a.    The  Muasulmana  scarcely  awaited  the  charge.  Gaza 
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WM  entered  on  the  same  day,  and  supplied  a  seasonable  afeock  of 
powder,  military  stores,  shells,  biscnit,  and  six  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  prriodical  rains  now  conmieiiced,  being  ushered  in  by  dreadful 
thimder-.storms,  the  first  tliat  bnd  been  expcrioncod  since  the  army 
quitted  Europe.  On  the  20th,  Napoleon  occxipied  Kamrh,  the  ancient 
Arimathea,  which  the  enemy  had  precipitately  evacuated,  leaving 
behind  a  hundred  thousand  rations  of  biscuit,  a  still  greater  quantity 
of  barley,  and  fifteen  hundred  water-skins.  The  head-quarters  here 
were  in  a  small  convent,  inhabited  by  two  monks,  who  shewed  Uie 
spring  at  whSdi  the  SKVunar^  thirst  was  quenched,  in  llie  flight  of  his 
fuaafy  horn  Jndea  to  Egypt.  Bsmeh  is  hot  six  lei^pies  fiom  Jera- 
salen.  Speaking  cS  die  mysterious  infloenee  cxerdsed  over  the 
imaginalioii  by  the  historical  assodadons  these  sacred  regions,  die 
Genend-in-chicf  was  asked  if  he  had  no  desire  to  risit  the  holy  city. 
•*  No  I**  be  replied,  "  Jerusalem  lies  not  in  mjHne  of  operations.  I 
conrt  no  dealings  ^^ntb  mountaineers  in  their  own  nigp;cd  defiles.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  mountain  I  should  be  assailed  by  a  nnmetOUS 
caralxy ;  and  I  am  not  ambitbuB  of  the  fate  of  Crassus." 


JAFFA. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  Jaffa — the  Joppa  of  Scripture — was  invested, 
and  defended  by  batteries  of  about  forty  cannon,  placed  on  all  points 
of  the  walls,  from  which  a  brisk  and  well-sustained  fire  was  poured 
upon  the  besiegers.  On  the  Cth,  the  French  having  fixed  their 
batteries  and  mortars,  the  garrison,  consisting  of  soldiers  in  various 
costumes  and  of  all  colours,  Maugrabins,  Albanians,  Kurds,  Natolians, 
Caramanians,  Damascenes,  and  blacks  from  Tekrour,  made  an  unsuc- 
cessful sortie.  At  day-break  on  the  7th,  the  Governor  of  the  place 
was  summoned  to  surrender ;  but  instead  of  sending  a  reply,  he  caused 
the  head  of  the  messenger  to  be  struck  off.  At  seven,  the  firing 
commenced ;  by  four  in  the  aAemoon,  the  Adjutant-generars  assistant, 
Neterwood,  accompanied  by  ten  carabiniers,  and  followed  by  three 
companies  of  grenadiers,  mounted  the  breach,  and  drove  the  enemy 
from  the  walls ;  and  at  five,  the  assailants  were  masters  of  the  town, 
which,  for  twenty-four  hours,  was  devoted  to  pillage  and  the  licence 
of  war.  The  carnage  was  horrible,  and  indiscriminate;  soldiers, 
inhabitants,  women,  children,  and  old  men,  were  massacred  without 
mercy.    Napoleon  himself  had  "  never  seen  anything  so  hideous." 


ALBAVTAH  FBI80KERS. 


Unable  to  cndiire  the  scenes  of  barbarity,  which  were  everywhere 
presented,  he  sent  his  aides-de-camp,  Beauhamais  and  Crosier,  to 
endeavour  to  appease  the  fuiy  of  the  soldiery.  These  younf?  men 
learned  that  a  numerous  body  of  the  garrison  had  retreated  into  a 
strongly  fortified  huikling,  or  c;uavaiiscrai,  surrounding  a  court-yard. 
Hither  the  officers  accordingly  proceeded,  displaying  the  scarfs  wliich 
marked  their  rank.  The  refugees,  who  were  chiefly  Albaoians,  or 
Amaouta,  called  oat  from  the  windows  and  battlement^  that  on  being 
tamred  Qnax  lives  wodd  be  apared  diey  wece  wining  to  somnder; 
btt^  thai  if  this  were  reused  they  would  instandj  fire  into  the  oonr^ 
and  defimd  dieniaelvca  to  tihe  laat  extremity.  The  yoong  Rwiehmen, 
aotwithatandiog  the  mleof  war,  that  the  ganiaon  of  evexy  place  taken 
by  amanll  ahall  be  put  to  the  aword,  conaidBred  themaeWea  empowtnd 
to  accede  to  the  request  for  mercy,  and  granted  the  Uvea  of  ihid 
sttpplicants.  The  number  of  prisoners  thus  taken  was,  according  to 
Napoleon's  own  statement,  twelve  hundred;  but,  according  to  other 
authorities,  three  or  four  thousand.  They  were  marched  out  of  Jaffa 
to  the  French  camp  in  two  columns.  Napoleon  was  walking  before 
his  tent  when  they  arrived,  and  seeing  the  multitude,  exclaimed,  ■with 
great  consternation :  "  What  would  they  have  me  do  with  these  ?  I 
have  not  pro\d!9ions  to  feed  tlicm,  nor  ships  to  transport  them  to  either 
IVanee  nx  Egypt  Why  am  I  thus  served  ?"  The  aidea-de-camp,  on 
their  arrival,  received  tibe  atrongeat  reprimand;  and  when  they  sought 
to  justify  their  oimdiict,  on  the  plea  that  diey  were  alone,  amid 
numerous  eneniei,  and  that  their  miaaion  had  been  to  xestraiB  the 
daughter;  "  Yea,**  replied  Bonaparte,  sternly,  "  such  was  my  in- 
tention with  regard  to  women,  dnUren,  die  sged,  and  die  peacMible 
inhabitants ;  but  not  to  armed  soldiers.  You  should  have  braved 
death  rather  than  brought  these  men  to  me.  What  would  you  have 
mc  do  with  them  ? " 

The  prisoners,  each  with  his  hands  bound  behind  him,  were 
directed  to  sit  down  before  the  tents.  Desponding  gloom  was  in 
every  countenance.  Tlic  rations  doled  out  to  them,  being  deducted 
from  the  already  .scanty  stores  of  the  army,  wore  necessarily  small. 
A  council,  concerning  the  way  in  which  they  should  be  disposed  of, 
was  forthwith  held  in  the  General's  tent,  which,  after  long  dclibc- 
ratioD,  brefce  up  without  fimmng  any  resolution.   The  reports  of 
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die  genenb  dindwi  on  the  following  day,  were  filled  with 
complaints  on  the  insnffideiMy  of  profinons  and  the  ditoontent  of  the 
soldiers  at  seeing  their  rations  distributed  among  enemies,  wididrawn 
from  what  was  considered  the  just  vengeance  of  the  amy.  The 
report  of  General  Bon  expressed  fears  that  the  troops  would  revolt 
In  the  cvoninjT,  the  council  again  assembled,  when  ull  tlic  generals 
of  division  were  summoned.  The  discussion  was  long  and  anxious; 
and  again  it  was  decided  to  await  the  chances  of  another  dav, 
in  hopes  that  some  circumstance  might  arise  to  afTord  means  of 
8a>'ing  the  lives  of  the  unfortunate  captives.  In  the  mcantinie,  every 
telescope  was  anxiously  turned  towards  the  ocean,  wishing  —  it 
would  be  unreasonable  to  say  expecting — that  some  friendly  sail 
night  appear,  to  whidi  Aeie  nuaerable  ereatniea  could  be  confided.. 
To  send  them  orerland  to  CSairo  was  impracticable ;  neidier  ptonriona 
nor  an  escort  ht  the  journey  oould  be  wpmnd.  To  liberate  them 
would  h«fe  been  to  reinfince  the  army  of  the  Pacha,  as  had  been  the 
ease  widi  die  priaoncrs  taken  at  El-Arish,  and  releaaed  upon  thdr 
parole  not  to  serve  again  for  a  year.  They  would  have  gone  at  once 
to  St.  Jean  d'Acre,  where  Djezsar  then  was,  or  have  retired  to  the 
mountains  of  Naplous,  whence  they  niiplit  have  harassed  tlie  rear  and 
flanks  of  the  Frencli  ;  and  thus  the  sacrifice  of  friends'  lives  would 
have  been  the  consequence  of  sparing  those  of  enemies.  It  is  a 
Mahometan  maxim,  that  faith  is  not  to  be  kept  with  an  enemy;  and 
that  it  is  a  religious  and  acceptable  act,  rather  than  one  of  perfidy 
and  ingratitude,  to  occasion,  under  any  circiunstanccs,  the  death  of  a 
«  Chnadan  dog."  Tliis  must  always  operate  to  prevent  any  confidence 
being  placed  in  the  integrity  of  the  IbUowera  of  the  Artbian  prophet 

The  third  day  arrive^  and  no  meana  of  safety  for  die  prisoners, 
compatible  with  the  aecuritf  of  the  army,  had  been  disoovered.  The 
murmurs  within  Uie  camp  augmented,  the  provisions  grew  less,  and 
danger  on  each  side  became  more  imminent.  On  the  10th  of  March 
an  order  was  tssned,  that  the  unhappy  Albanians  should  be  shot ! 
The  aame  day  they  were  marched  to  the  sea-shore  in  the  centre  of  a 
large  square  battalion  oanunandcd  by  General  Bon.  The  Moslems 
foresaw  their  fate;  but  scorned  to  use  either  complaint  or  entreaty 
to  avert  it.  They  moved  towards  the  scene  of  slaughter,  silent  and 
composed.    Some  of  their  officers  exhorted  them,  like  faithful  servants 


MASSACRE. 

of  the  Prophet,  to  submit  AHthout  a  murmur  to  the  diipeoflBtion  of 
the  All-powerful,  who  had  written  the  destiny  of  every  man  upon  his 
forehead.  On  reaching  the  sand-lulls  a  little  to  the  south-east  of 
Jaffa,  they  ■were  diNudcd  into  small  bodies,  and  fired  upon  with 
musketry.  While  the  execution,  which  occupied  a  considerable  time, 
was  going  on,  several  of  the  wretched  men  escaped,  by  phinging  into 
the  sea,  and  swiinming  to  some  reefs  out  of  the  reach  of  gun-shot. 
The  IVench  soldiers,  whose  sufferings  seem  to  have  rendered  them 
callouB  to  the  miaeries  of  others,  and  to  have  created  in  them  an 
imauitiml  and  Htvage  ihint  Ibr  blood,  laid  ihdr  nnuketi  on  die 
beach,  and  made  aigiu  of  amity  and  ooncOiadon  to  their  victims» 
in  Older  to  induce  diem  to  retain.  Hf^lling  to  indulge  a  last  hope, 
the  poor  wretdhes  abandoned  the  rocks  and  made  tat  the  shore; 
but  thqr  had  no  sooner  armed  within  range  <tf  the  nnuketiy  than 
they  became  marks  for  the  bullets  of  the  foe,  and  perished  amid  the 
waters. 

Such  was  the  Massacre  of  Jaffa:  a  proceeding  as  terrible  and 
remorseless  as  any  in  the  annals  of  modem  warfare.  Napoleon  has 
been  his  own  apolotrist  on  the  subject :  but,  being  the  party  most 
implicated  in  its  horrors,  we  may  be  permitted  to  look  with  some 
suspicion  upon  the  assertions  he  has  put  forth  in  his  defence.  De 
Bourrienne,  his  discarded  secretary,  who  in  after  years  became  a 
minister  and  flatterer  of  Louis  XVIII.,  and  who  has  recorded  the 
frailties  of  his  former  friend  and  master  with  the  caustic  bitterness 
of  disappointed  spleen,  is  a  witness  against  whom  little  olgedion  can 
be  taken  when  he  seeks  to  exculpate  the  man  he  hates.  He  has 
supplied  the  details  of  this  tragic  story,  and  doses  hii  account  as 
IbiDows: — ''An  that  could  be  imagmed  of  fearful  in  that  di^  of 
blood,  would  fen  short  of  the  reality.  I  hare  rebted  the  truth— 4Jie 
whole  truth.  I  assisted  at  all  the  conferences  and  deliberations ; 
though,  of  course,  without  possessing  any  deliberative  voice ;  but  I 
must  in  candour  declare,  that  had  I  possessed  a  right  of  voting,  ray 
voice  would  have  been  for  death.  The  result  of  the  deliberations 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  army  would  have  constrained  me  to 
this.  War  unfortunately  offers  instances,  by  no  means  rare,  in  which 
an  immutable  law,  of  all  times  and  common  to  all  nations,  has 
decreed  that  private  interests  shall  succumb  to  the  paramount  good 
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of  the  public,  and  that  humanity  itself  shall  be  forgotten.    It  is  ibr  i 
posterity  to  judge  whether  such  was  the  terrible  position  €i  Bona-  ,  ' 
parte.    1  have  a  firm  oouriction  that  it  was ;  and  this  is  strengthened 
by  the  fact,  that  the  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  council  was  | 
unanimous  upon  the  sulycct,  and  that  the  order  was  issued  upon 
their  decision.    I  owe  it  also  to  truth  to  state  tliat  Napoleon  }'ielded 
only  at  the  last  extremity,  and  was  perhaps  one  of  those  who  witnessed 
the  massacre  with  the  deei>cst  sorrow."     That  the  dreadful  deed 
originated  in  no  innate  love  of  cruelty  is  admitted  by  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
who  also  aolmowledgea,  while  be  pronoimoet  the  act  to  be  a  deep 
stain  on  the  (Senexal'a  cbazacfeer,  that  nothing  in  bis  bistoiy  shews 
the  eadatence  of  a  biat  of  Mood,  while  there  are  many  things  to  prove 
that  bis  disposition  was  natuxally  bnmane.  It  may  be  remarked  diat 
none  of  those  who  bare  censured  Napoleon,  baTS  attempted  to  point  | 
out  a  course  bj  wbidi  the  fital  catastrophe  re&ixed  to  wif^  have 
been  safely  arerted. 

The  prizes  taken  at  Jaffit,  consisted  of  thirty  European  field-pieces, 
twenty  other  cannon,  above  four  hundred  thousand  rations  of  biscuit, 
two  thousand  quintals  of  rice,  and  some  stores  of  soap.    At  El-Arish,  I 
Gaza,  and  Jaffa,  the  loss  of  the  French  amounted  to  not  more  than  1 
fifty  men  killed,  and  two  hundred  wounded.     It  should  not  be  j 
omitted,  that  all  the  Egyptians  who  had  been  taken  at  each  of  the 
captured  towns  were  liberated  and  sent  home. 

It  was  hnmedialsljr  after  the  taking  of  Jaffa,  that  the  plague  first 
began  to  manifest  itself  in  the  ainqr;  the  seeds  of  the  inftcdon  bavrng, 
it  is  si^posed,  been  hxoogbt  ftom  Damietta  by  the  dirision  of  Kkber. 
Napoleon,  with  a  moral  conn^  infinite^  superior  to  the  mere 
phgraical  command  of  nerve  iHiicb  enables  a  man  to  risk  a  Mow  in 
battle,  daily  visited  the  hospitals  in  perstm,  to  see  diat  the  nek  irere 
properly  attended,  and  to  inspire  them  widi  soch  confidence  as  might 
serve  to  diminish  the  power  of  the  disease,  as  well  as  to  finrtify  others 
again.<!t  fear  of  its  contagious  influence.  The  effect  answered  his 
expectations.  Many  of  the  patient-s  recovered ;  and  the  surgeons, 
some  of  whom  had  deserted  the  hospital,  were  shamed  into  a  per- 
formance  of  their  duty. 

Previously  to  quitting  JaiTa,  Napoleon  despatched  an  officer,  with  ' 
a  letter  to  the  Pacha  of  Syria,  offering  to  treat  for  peace.    "  Why,"  | 
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he  said  in  this,  "should  I  deprive  an  old  man,  whom  I  do  not 
know,  of  a  few  years  of  life  ?  A\'hat  signify  a  few  leagues  more 
added  to  the  countries  I  have  conquered  ?  Since  God  has  given 
victory  into  my  hands,  I  will,  like  him,  be  merciful  and  forgiWng, 
not  only  to  the  common  people,  but  towards  the  great.  You,  who 
were  dui  Ibe  of  tlie  Ifamdnkes,  have  no  reHon  to  be  my  enemy. 
Tonr  padudio  is  aeparated  from  Egypt  by  the  provinces  of  Gan 
and  Bamleh,  and  by  immoioe  deaerts.  Become  my  fiiend;  be  the 
enemy  of  the  Mamelukes  and  the  English,  and  I  wiU  do  you  as  much 
good  as  I  hare  done  and  can  do  yon  ham.**  D^eaau,  instead  of 
fq^ying  to  the  overture,  caused  the  head  of  the  messenger  to  be 
taken  off,  and  his  body  sewn  up  in  a  sack  and  cast  into  the  sea.  This, 
indeed,  wiis  a  favourite  mode  of  execution  with  Achmet ;  and  it  was 
his  lavish  indulgence  in  its  practice  that  had  obtained  for  him 
the  name  of  Butcher.  While  bathing,  the  French  soldiers  frequently 
discovered  mutilated  bodies,  which  the  waves  had  cast  upon  the 
shore. 

On  the  14th,  the  army,  ^  owing  vengeance  for  the  injuries  of  the 
Pacha,  commenced  its  march  from  Jaii'a;  and  on  the  iNth,  arrived 
before  St.  Jean  d'Acre — a  fortress  originally  made  memorable  by  the 
prowess  of  Bidiatd  CcBiir  de  Lion,  and  other  heroic  dile&,  in  the 
Cmsades;  and  whidi  has  been  consecrated  to  ikme  in  our  time, 
by  its  being  the  barrier  which  tamed  back  Napoleon  firam  ihe  porsoit 
of  dominion  in  die  East,  to  firand  an  empire  indie  Wesl^as  abadiite 
and  extensire,  and  as  transient  too,  as  those  which  first  fired  his 
ambition.  Commodore  Sir  Sidney  Smith, — who,  about  the  time  of 
Napoleon's  embarkation  for  Egypt,  had,  by  the  assistance  of  an  old 
schoolfellow  of  Bonaj)ai  te,  M.  Phehppeaux,  a  French  Rin  alist  officer, 
made  his  escape  from  the  ])rison  of  the  Temple  at  Paris,  —  was 
cruising  with  two  English  sliips  of  the  line  before  Acre,  ha\  ing  liis 
liberator,  a  man  of  great  talent,  on  board.  To  these  distinguished 
allies,  the  Pacha  confided  the  direction  of  his  ample  means  of  defence. 
Napoleon  opened  his  trenches  on  the  20th  of  March ;  but  it  soon 
appeared  that  he  had  miscalculated  the  effect  of  the  terror  of  his 
name,  and  die  fiuality  with  which  odier  fortresses  had  been  cqptnred. 
His  battmng  train,  inclndiwg  fidd^pieoes,  consisted  of  but  four  twehre- 
poonders,        howitseia,  diirQr  fonr-ponnders,  and  one  thir^otwo 
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pound  carronadc ;  the  last  having  been  seized  by  Major  Lambert  from  ! 
the  long-boat  of  one  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith's  ships.  The  artillery, 
provided  at  first  with  only  two  hundred  rounds  of  shot,  soon  became 
useless,  from  the  expenditure  of  this  stock.  "  Sir  Sidney  Smith, 
however,"  says  Napoleon,  "  kindly  undertook  to  supply  the  defici- 
ency." A  few  horsemen  and  waggons,  from  time  to  time,  made  their 
appearance  on  the  beach,  ujion  which  the  gun-boats  of  the  com- 
modore approached,  and  fired ;  when  tlie  soldiers,  to  whom  five  soux  ^ 
per  ball  were  paid  for  all  they  coidd  bring  to  the  camp,  immediately  | 
ran  to  pick  them  up.  So  aeeafltomed  did  die  men  become,  during 
the  siege,  to  this  mtuflravre,  that  they  would  run  to  die  Mnda  m  die 
midst  of  the  eanrnmade.  At  odier  dmes,  the  construcdon  of  a  battery 
was  pwtended  to  be  commenced. '  By  these  devices,  a  eoniiderable 
quantity  of  twdve  and  diirly>two  poundm  was  obtained.  A  long 
unifium  course  of  success,  howerer,  had  rendered  the  French  too 
confident;  and  all  the  dispqeitions  tn  the  attadi  of  Acre  were 
dispropordoned  to  the  expected  result. 

The  town  was  defended  by  e  strong,  though  rudely  constructed 
gothic  wall,  a  remnant  of  the  wars  of  Psdestine,  flanked  with  towers, 
and  encompassed  by  a  broad  and  deep  ditch,  with  outer  works  of  | 
considerable  importance.  By  the  capture  of  a  I"ren(  h  fiotilla,  which 
had  been  sent  round  from  Alexandria  and  Daniietta  to  the  foot  of  } 
Mount  Carmel,  with  heavy  cannon,  platforms,  ammunition,  and  other 
requisites  for  conducting  the  siege,  the  resources  of  Napoleon  were 
kepi  in  so  feeble  a  state,  as  to  justify  some  of  his  officers  in  caOing 
his  perseverance  on  the  occasion,  "obstinacy;"  whik  die  English 
and  Turks  were  incalculable  gainers  by  the  prise. 

A  breach,  supposed  to  be  practicable,  was  made  on  die  28di  of 
March,  when  the  staff-<»ffioer,  Mailly,  with  some  grenadien  and 
sappers,  stipported  by  adjutant-general  Laugier,  and  two  battalions, 
hastened  to  the  attack.  On  reaching  the  counterscarp,  however,  it  \ 
was  found  that  the  wall  was  still  too  high.  Mailly,  however.  ]>lnee<l 
his  scaling  ladder,  and  attempted  to  nioimt :  upon  which  some  of  the 
defenders,  renu  iiiln  ring  the  fite  of  .Jaffa,  were  n*  i/ed  with  terror,  and 
fled  to  the  Hriti>h  >hips  in  the  i)ort  for  ^lH•lter.  l)j*  zzar  hiu)>elt' is  s;ud 
to  have  been  among  the  fir»t  to  get  on  board.  The  fugitives  were 
rallied  by  the  English,  and  rejoined  those  who  sdll  manned  the  walls. 
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when  Mailly  and  Laugier  being  both  killed,  the  French,  left  without 
a  leader,  retreated,  with  considerable  loss.  Soon  afterwards;  the 
counterscarp  was  blown  up  by  a  new  mine  sunk  for  that  purpose,  but 
the  English  and  Turks,  who  stood  within  the  walls,  killed  all  who 
attempted  to  enter  by  the  breach  thus  effected. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  General  Caffarelli,  while  traversing  the  works 
in  a  stooping  posture  to  avoid  the  enemy's  shot,  but  with  his  hand 
resting  on  his  hip,  to  balance  the  defective  gait  caused  by  his  wooden 
leg,  was  struck  on  his  elbow,  which  extended  above  the  trench,  with 
a  ball  from  an  Albanian  marksman,  many  such  being  placed  on  the 
walls,  to  cut  off  stragglers.  This  stiu-dy  and  talented  veteran  survived 
the  wound  but  eighteen  days.  Napoleon,  who  was  strongly  attached 
to  him,  went  to  see  him  twice  a-day ;  and  so  great  was  his  influence 
over  the  patient,  that,  though  he  was  frequently  delirious  at  other 
times,  no  sooner  was  the  General-in-chief  announced,  than  he  became 
)     collected,  and  was  able  to  converse  coherently.    A  few  hours  before 
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Ills  death,  he  desired  to  have  the  preface  to  Voltaire's  "  £Mai  mir 
les  Mceurs  "  read  to  him ;  which  being  done,  he  fell  asleep,  and  thus 
tranquilly  yielded  his  last  sigh.    He  died  universally  regretted,  aa  a 

]     braTC  and  kind  officer,  and  a  man  of  extensive  acquirements. 

During  the  continuance  of  this  contest,  a  Mussulman  army  was 
being  gathered  by  Ibrahim  13cy,  among  the  mountains  of  Samaria, 

I  with  the  intention  of  descending  to  Acre,  and  acting  in  concert  with 
rjexsar  Pacha  in  a  dedatye  assault  upon  the  besi^^ers.  Napoleon  at 
onoe  deipatdied  Junot,  with  a  divuioii,  to  diaperae  Ihe  horde ;  and 
InDowmg  in  penom,  a  day  or  tiro  aflerwarda,  he  enommtered  thii  new 
enenqr  at  Nasarelh,  where  die  splendid  acnltcy  of  tibe  Mameluke 
duef  waa,  aa  on  all  fimner  occasfioas,  literally  cut  to  pieces.  Sleher, 
widi  another  detachment,  had  advanced  to  Ifonnt  Tabor,  and  was 
snrrouuded  and  nearly  overwhehned  by  his  oj^jtonents,  whose  numbers 
were  about  ten  times  his  amoxmt  He  was  rescued,  however,  by 
Napoleon,  who,  at  noon  on  the  1 5th,  discovered  his  diNnsion  established 
among  some  ruins,  and  disposed  so  as  to  form  two  sides  of  a  triangle, 
with  the  enemy  in  the  centre.  The  corps  brought  \ip  by  the  General- 
in-chief,  and  which  was  got  into  position  between  the  Moslems  and 
their  magazines,  rendered  the  triangle  complete,  so  that  the  fire, 
which  was  immediately  afterwards  commenced,  was  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  enemy  at  all  points.  The  Mamelukes  fought  desperately ; 
but  fhdr  Talonr  was  uumdling  against  ihe  steady  oontinQoas  £ie  and 
squares  of  the  French.  The  fidd  was  strewn  with  the 
dead  bodies  of  tnrbaned  men  and  noUe  hones;  and  few  esoped 
from  the  field  to  relate  the  &te  of  the  expedition.  Thus  perished 
another  ^nnrlddi  army,  announced  by  the  poroielaniations  of  its  cfalefr, 
and  the  reports  of  the  inhabitants,  as  "  outnumbering  the  stars  of 
heaven  and  the  sands  of  the  sea."  The  troops  by  whom  it  had  been 
destroyed,  did  not  exceed  six  thousand  men. 

On  returning  to  Acre,  Bonaparte  received  despatches  from  Desaix, 
who  was  still  in  Upper  Et^ypt,  chasing  the  indcfatit^able  and  uncon- 
querable Murad  Bey.  Among  other  information  tlan  obtained,  was 
that  of  the  loss  of  a  large  and  beautiful  oriental  river  vessel,  built  for 
the  navigation  of  the  Nile,  and  named  IJ  Italic.  Morandi,  the  com- 
mandant, after  a  protracted  resistance,  being  boarded  by  the  Arabs, 
fired  his  powder  magaiine,  and  was  Mown  with  his  vessel  into  the  air. 
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The  few  who  escaped,  consisting  of  part  of  the  band  of  the  Gist  dcmi- 
brigade  and  some  wounded  soldiers,  vrcrc  put  to  death,  with  llie 
most  horrible  tortures,  inflicted  to  the  sound  of  tlieir  own  instruments, 
which  two  or  three  of  the  xinfortunate  musicians  were  reserved 
to  play;  till,  all  their  comrades  having  been  despatched,  they 


became  the  latest  Tkdnu.  Tbis  sad  account  struck  fintably  upon  the 
Genenl's  mind,  and  excited  widiin  him  sooie  of  tlioae  fincbodiaga 
to  which  he  was  occasionally  subject.  "  Italy,**  he  CTdaimad  in  a 
prophetic  tone,    is  lost  to  France !  I  know  it  is  so:  my  pnsenti- 

mentfl  never  deceive  me !" 

About  the  same  time,  also,  news  arrived  of  an  insurrection  in  Lower 
Egj^pt,  occasione  d  l)y  a  religious  fanatic  of  the  Desert  of  Dome,  who 
pretended  to  be  the  angel  El-Modi,  a  deliverer  whom  the  Prophet  has 
promised  in  the  Koran  to  send  to  the  elect  in  critical  emergencies. 
He  persuaded  the  people  of  his  tribe  and  others  that  he  lived  without 
food.  The  only  sustenance  he  was  known  to  take,  was  that  derived 
fium  dipping  his  fingers  daily  at  the  hour  of  prayer,  in  a  bowl  of 
milk,  and  passing  them  oyer  his  1^  By  his  wnthiMiaim  sad  energy. 
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he  man  collected  m  laige  miiiiber  of  ftUoim,  wdl  armed  aad 
supplied  widk  ceaide.  Widi  theie  He  mtrehed  to  Dunieiilioiir,  where 
he  surprised  and  put  to  deelii  ahout  aixly  men  vi  Uie  Firench  mmtical 
legioii,  whoee  mutketi,  and  a  four-pounder  cannon,  material^ 
augmented  his  meanB  of  operation.  From  the  pulpit  of  the  mosque 
of  Dumanhotu",  he  announced  his  divine  mission,  declaring  himself 
ball-proof  and  unconquerable,  and  that  his  followers  had  nothing  to 
fear  from  the  muskets,  bayonets,  or  cannon  of  their  enemies.  In 
Bohaliireh  he  svicceeded  in  enlisting  three  or  four  thousand  converts, 
most  of  whom  he  armed  with  pikes  and  shovels.  I  le  exercised  those 
furnished  with  the  latter  implement  to  throw  dust  against  the  French, 
awerring  diat  tku  Uemed  duat  would  finutrate  all  the  effbrta  of  the 
troops  of  the  Sultan  Kehir.  After  two  or  three  alnrmiahiiaj  in  which 
£l-Modi  ancceMfiiDy  repelled  the  attadka  of  hia  aiaaQaati,  it  waa 
dumght  neoeamiy  to  despatch  General  Tiaimaie  againat  lHat  atsaoge 
antagonist,  lest  the  whole  foonnee  should  be  infected  widi  die  mania 
which  he  had  difiused  among  most  of  those  of  his  own  nation,  with 
whom  he  had  come  in  immediate  contact  The  rebel  and  his  invincible 
troops  were  speedily  defeated.  The  greater  number  were  dispersed, 
and  fled  to  their  native  villacjes.  About  fifteen  hundred,  including 
the  impostor  himself,  were  shot,  and  Bohahireh  was  restored  to  tran- 
quillity. Meanwliile,  the  Emir  Hadji,  prince  of  the  Caravan  of 
Mecca,  had  been  taniiK  rod  M  ith  by  emissarieti  of  Djczzar;  and  having, 
about  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Mount  Tabor,  been  informed  that  the 
Sultan  Kehir  waa  killed  belbra  Aore,  aad  hia  aniqr  made  prisoners, 
openly  dedarad  war  agaimt  the  IVendi.  LaaniM,  howefcr,  aooa 
aacceedfld  in  auromiding  hia  troops*  when  he  p«it  aU  who  were  taken 
widi  aima  k  dieir  handa  to  deadi,  diapetaed  the  remaSBder,  and  aet 
fire  to  the  village  where  the  revolt  had  originated.  The  Emir,  widi 
four  of  his  aeoompUoea,  soooeeded  in  eacapiag  through  the  Deeeit  to 
Jerusalem. 

Daring  these  commotions,  the  siege  of  Acre  was  vigorously  pro- 
secuted. Admiral  Per^e  had  succeeded  in  landing  two  mortars,  six 
eighteen-pounders,  and  a  con'.iderable  reinforcenu  nt  of  nu  n  ;  so  that 
there  now  appeared  a  brighter  hojw  of  siucess  than  had  yet  been 
entertained  V)v  the  French.  Napoleon's  anxiety  to  capture  the  place, 
and  the  importance  which  he  attached  to  it,  seemed  to  increase  with 
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the  obstacles  which  he  had  to  encounter.  "  13l6'ftte  of  the  East," 
said,  as  he  stood  one  day  with  Miirat  on  the  mount  which  still  bears 
the  name  of  Ccetir  de  Lion,  "  depends  on  yonder  petty  tovm.  Behold 
the  Key  of  Constantinople  or  of  India."  And  about  the  same  time  he 
is  described  to  have  thus  unbosomed  himself  to  De  Bourrienne :  "  If 
we  succeed  in  taking  this  paltry  town,  I  shall  obtain  the  treasures  of 
the  i'aclia,  and  arms  for  three  hundred  thousand  men.  I  will  then 
raise  and  arm  Uie  whole  popoliliaii  ni  Syria,  already  lo  exasperated 
by  the  croelly  ci  Pjezzar,  for  whose  &n  all  danes  daily  supplicate 
Heaiven.  I  aihall  advance  tLpon  DatttaBcns  and  Aleppo ;  reemit  my 
amy  by  enUsting  all  tihe  diacofntenfed,  and  by  annoimdng  die  abo- 
lition of  datrery  and  of  lihe  tyrannical  gonraxiiBMnt  of  the  Padia^  My 
armed  masses  will  penetrate  to  Constantinople,  and  the  Mnisalnian 
dominion  will  be  overturned.  I  shall  found  in  the  East  a  new  and 
mighty  empire,  which  will  fix  my  position  with  posterity;  and, 
perhaps,  when  this  is  accomplished,  I  may  return  to  Paris,  by 
Adrianoplc  and  Vienna,  after  having  annihilated  the  house  of  Austria 
on  my  way.*' 

On  the  25th  of  April,  a  mine  was  spnmg  beneath  a  large  tower, 
whichj  risiog  like  a  keep  over  the  other  fortifications,  had  been  for 
acme  time  the  main  object  of  attack.  Two  or  three  hnndrad  Turks, 
and  a  few  pieces  of  cannon,  wete  buried  beneadi  ihe  rains  of 
potion  of  fSuB  bnOding  that  fell;  but  the  neneb  were  mmUe  to 
effect  a  lodgement  beyond  lihe  second  story.  Hie  position  was« 
lUtetefiira,  soon  evacnated,  in  cvder  Aat  it  mig^  be  destroyed 
altogether.  About  the  same  time,  a  ccmsidenlile  breach  had  been 
made  in  the  curtain,  wliich  promised  easy  access  to  the  tkty.  The 
besieged  were  in  a  situation  of  great  peril ;  and  they  were  stricken 
with  such  dread  and  apprehension,  that  no  inducement  could  make 
them  remain  upon  the  walls.  At  this  critical  period,  there  appeared 
in  the  offing  a  Turkish  fleet,  bringing  large  reinforcements  to  the 
Pacha.  Pht'^lippeaux  now  fomicd  lines  of  counter  attack,  in  assailing 
and  defending  which  the  most  furious  contests  took  place  daily. 
Sorties  were  made,  with  various  success ;  sometimes  the  besieged,  and 
at  olihen  tlie  beriegers,  carrying  all  things  before  them.  Dismay 
and  deatb  were  scattered  everywhen  aronnd.  The  bodies  of  the  dead 
ehoilced  np  die  tee,  and  by  dieir  putridity  spread  disease  among  the 


tm 


SIR  s.  smith's  challenob. 


nirvivors.    On  the  night  of  the  7tli  of  May,  a  deipenrte  aisttilt  was 

made,  headed  by  General  Lannes,  who  fought  his  way  through  the 
breach,  and  gained  the  streets  in  the  body  of  the  town.  The  mere 
handful  that  he  led,  however,  was  opposed  by  overwhelming  numbers; 
and,  Rambaud  being  slain  and  Lannes  severely  wounded,  the  French 
were  compelled  to  retire  with  dreadlui  loss — ^few,  indeed,  escaping  the 
scilliitoil  of  ^  wnj,  who,  being  incited  by  the  promise  of  a  reward 
finr  emy  ioficUl  heid  lluit  should  bo  braugbt  to  Hho  temamAm 
Ijjeinr,  gun  no  qutrtcr.  Thk  attempt  cost  Nipdieoa  v^pwndM  of 

An  affecdng  proof  of  ihe  enfo  devotion  of  bis  troopi  vas,  tt  dns 

time,  afforded  to  the  General-in-chief.  While  ghrmg  some  directions, 
in  the  tMadies,  a  shell  fell  at  his  feet.  Two  grenadiers  observing 
his  danger  rushed  to  the  spot,  placed  their  commander  between  them, 
and  raising  their  hands  above  his  head  completely  shielded  every  part 
of  his  body.  'J'he  shell  exploded,  and  covered  them  with  sand ;  but 
no  one  was  injured.  One  of  these  brave  fellows,  Dumesnil,  aftcnvards 
became  a  general,  and  commanded  the  fortress  of  Vinccnncs,  when 
the  Allies  entered  Paris,  in  1814.  And  yet  to  such  men  did  Sir 
Sidney  Snidi  eddiess  prodamalkiii^  leekiBf  to  enA»  diMxmtent 
among  them,  and  n&amg  to  all  wbo  woold  aee^  it  a  aafe  passage 
to  IVanoe.  Niyoleoii,  as  be  wcH  mig^  dedared  tbat  the  Engliah 
Commodore  bad  gone  mad,  which  so  exasperated  that  gallant  officer, 
diat  be  diaUenged  bii  iq^ponent  to  tnigle  eombat;  a  summona  cal- 
Golated  only  to  afford  mirtb  to  the  person  so  addressed.  A  courteous 
answer  was  returned,  hememg  declining  the  Knight's  invitation^ 
until  he  could  promise  a  meeting  with  Marlborough;  but  offering, 
in  the  mean  time,  to  send  a  stout  grenadier  to  indulge  his  personal 
love  of  fighting. 

The  siege  had  now  lasted  sixty  days.  The  French  had  lost  nearly 
three  thousand  men,  either  killed  in  action  or  dead  of  the  plague, 
which  still  raged  in  the  camp.  The  hospitals  were  full  of  sick  and 
woonded.  Ibe  eky  ma  daily  teonving  zdnfixroenMnita  by  sea,  and 
already  nnmbcrod  more  dian  twen^  thonaand  defenders  withui  ita 
waUa.  Ni^oleon'a  ranks  were  thinned,  and  he  was  without  hope  of 
suoeonr.  On  the  of  "May,  yielding  to  stem  neoeasity,  be  raiaed 
the  mge,  and  at  ni^  oommenoed  a  retreat  towards  Jaffik  He  bad 
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HOW,  for  the  first  time  aiiioe  lie  had  oonuiumded  an  VOBJ,  been 

encountered  by  British  courage,  skill,  and  persererance. 

A  fearful  journey,  among  scorching  sand-hills,  hiy  before  the 
army.  ITie  plague  patients  and  tlie  wounded  were  carried  in  litters, 
and  on  mules  and  camels.  The  tliirst,  the  heat,  and  the  necessity  of 
Stem  endurance,  created  among  all  ranks  an  intense  seltishness  and 
unfeeling  indifference  to  the  sufferings  of  others.  Soldiers  who  had 
ImI  their  limbs,  the  nek,  all  who  were  supposed  to  be  Iniectod,  were 
abandoned  in  Ihe  iiddi,  and  by  tfie  way  aide:  even  lliMe  at  the  point 
of  death  would  exdaim,  as  ibey  were  thrown  upon  ibo  eardi,  "  We 
}fxn  not  tbe  peMilence ;  we  are  only  wounded  :**  and,  to  ooimnoe 
the  passers  by,  they  would  tear  open  old  wounds,  at  inflict  new  ones. 
"  Their  aMoant  is  made  vp,**  would  liieir  eonuradea,  on  tiiese  occa- 
sions, exclaim ;  "  their  march  is  over :  they  have  taken  up  their 
quartUES***  l/feanwhile,  the  march  was  lighted  fay  torches,  kindled  for 
the  purpoaa  of  setting  on  fire  the  towns,  villages,  hamlets,  and  rich 
corn-fields,  which  lay  in  the  route.  The  whole  country-  was  soon  in 
flames,  and  the  bright  and  burning  sun  was  obscured  by  the  smoke 
of  continual  conflagration.  It  was  thus  that  Napoleon  sought  to 
render  pursuit  impracticable.  "  An  army,"  he  said,  "  cannot  exist  in 
the  midst  of  ruins/'  It  seemed  as  if  the  soldiers  sought  a  solace  for 
their  own  edferings  in  dw  inliictiott  of  equal  misery  on  ofihen.  AH, 
escq^  the  dying,  seemed  to  be  transfimned  into  plnnderen  and 
incendiaries.  The  loss  among  the  sick  and  wounded  was  fiigbtfuL 
Boniq^arte  eould  scaroely  endure  the  sigfat  of  the  affliction  fAddk 
sunnranded  him.  He  gave  orders  that  all  should  mardi  on  feoVand 
that  every  horse,  mule,  and  camel  should  be  appropnaled  to  the 
transport  of  the  sick  and  wotmded.  Vigogne,  his  equerry,  was 
imprudent  enough  to  ask  what  horse  he  would  reserve  for  his  own 
use.  He  replied,  with  indignant  bitterness :  "  Every  soul  shall  go 
on  foot,  scoundrel!  I  the  first — Begone!"  Many  of  the  animals  so 
relinquished,  however,  were  speedily  restored  to  their  owners. 

The  army  reached  Jafia  on  the  24th  of  May,  and  halted  there 
five  days.  On  the  27th,  the  fortifications  were  blown  up ;  and, 
about  an  hour  after  that  event,  a  oonstdtataan  to<^  place,  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  strong  accusation  against  the  French  GeneraL 
It  had  been  reported,  that  some  of  the  plague  patiMits  in  the  hospital 
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were  so  dangerously  ill  that  they  could  not  be  removed,  without 
accelerating  their  death ;  and  that  removal  could  have  no  other  effect 
than  to  spread  the  pestilence  among  all  who  approached  them. 
Napoleon,  who  was  unwilling  to  leave  them  behind,  to  undergo  the 
tortures  which  the  Turks  were  certain  to  inflict,  suggested  to  the 
medical  men  present,  that  an  opiate  should  be  administered,  as  an  act 
of  humanity  towards  the  sufferers.    Larrey  approved,  but  Desgcnettes 


was  averse  to  this  proposal.  "  It  is,"  said  the  latter,  "  the  business  of 
the  physician  to  cure,  and  not  to  kill."  A  word  of  disapprobation  was 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  design.  To  have  incurred 
a  breath  of  reproach  at  such  a  time  and  upon  such  an  occasion  would 
have  been  folly,  ^\'hen  Jaffa  was  abandoned,  tlicreforc,  a  rearguard, 
of  four  or  five  hundred  cavalry,  was  left  to  protect  the  sick  from 
advanced  parties  of  the  enemy,  with  directions  to  quit  the  place  and 
follow  the  route  of  the  army  immediutely  on  the  death  of  the  last  sur- 
vivor.  Napoleon  stated  the  number  thus  left  to  have  been  seven ;  and 
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Sir  Sidney  Smith,  who  entered  the  town  a  few  hours  after  it  had  been 
evacuated  by  the  French,  found  seven  men  alive  in  the  hospital.  That 
the  poisoning  did  not,  therefore,  take  place  is  almost  certain ;  but  that 
the  proposal  was  made,  we  have  the  distinct  admission  of  Las  Cases. 
Napoleon  afterwards  sought  to  justify  himself  "  If  my  own  son,"  he 
said,  "  were  in  a  similar  situation  with  those  men,  I  would  give  the 
same  advice ;  and  if  so  situated  myself,  I  would  insist  upon  it,  if  I  had 
MUM  and  strength  enough  leiSt  to  demand  it  1£1  bid  been  capable, 
bowerer,  cf  aecrelil^  poiaoning  my  addien,  aa  ddng  a  ncceaaary 
actun  aecredy  would  bave  given  it  (be  i^pearanoe  cf  a  crime,  my 
troops  would  not  bare  fougbt  fixr  me  with  aa  etithnaiaam  and  afectjon 
without  a  parallel.  I  should  never  have  done  it  a  second  tune :  Ibey 
would  have  shot  me  in  passing.  Even  the  wounded,  had  one  pos- 
sessed aufficient  stmigth  to  poll  a  trigger*  would  have  despatched 
me. 

The  army  reached  Cairo  on  tlie  1 1th  of  June,  after  a  painful  march 
of  twenty-five  days.  Excepting  the  revolts  of  Emir  Hadji,  and  the 
fanatic  El-Modi,  Lower  Egypt  had  remained  tranquil,  and  seemed 
daily  more  reconciled  to  the  government  of  the  French.  Upper 
Egypt  had  been  entirely  conquered  by  Desaix, — the  "  Juat  Sultan," 
aa  the  natives  called  him — and  Murad  bad  sought  refuge  in  die 
Desert  In  the  b^imiing  of  July,  mmonrs  of  new  movements  among 
the  Mameluke  Beys  bq;an  to  be  coirent  E^du  and  Osmaa  asaem- 
bled  a  body  cf  troope  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Nile,  and  Murad 
proceeded  to  Lake  Natron  on  the  left.  Against  the  farmer  La 
Grange  was  despatched ;  who,  on  the  night  of  the  9tb,  suzrounded 
their  camp,  took  their  families  and  baggage  and  a  thousand  camels, 
killed  Osman  Bey  and  about  a  hundred  Mamelukes,  and  dispersed 
the  residue.  General  ^lurat  was  sent  against  Murad  Bey,  who  had 
descended  the  Nile  and  reached  Gizeh  on  his  way  to  Aboukir,  where 
he  expected  the  landing  of  a  large  Turkish  army.  The  encounter 
of  "  the  two  Murats,"  as  the  French  called  the  opposing  chiefs  on 
this  occasion,  was  of  short  duration.  The  Mameluke,  after  losing 
about  fifty  of  his  followers,  fled  before  Lb  Beau  Sabreur  towards  the 
Desert  whence  be  bad  come. 

On  the  evening  of  the  15tb,  Napoleon  received  a  deapaldi  from 
Maxnumt,  the  commandant  of  Alejcandzia,  infiinning  bim  that  a 
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Tarldth  anny,  under  Mustapha  Pacha,  nuinberiiig  sixteen  or  dgliteen 
tllWItMMl  men,  had  disembarked  on  the  11  th  at  Aboukir,  under 
the  protection  of  an  Enghsh  fleet  He  immediately  retired  to  his 
tent,  "where  he  remained  till  three  the  next  morning,  dictating  orders 
for  the  instant  advance  of  the  troops,  and  for  the  conduct  of  those, 
who,  during  his  absence,  were  to  be  left  in  command  of  the  capital. 
At  four  he  was  on  horseback,  and  the  army  in  full  march.  Pro- 
ceeding with  almost  incredible  speed,  the  advanced  guard  reached  ' 
Alexandria  on  the  24th;  and,  as  there  was  a  probability  that  English 
troope  would  be  Imded,  the  GSenenl-m-diief  at  once  fiHrmed  liia 
plan  of  attack,  and  Noolved  to  put  it  m  execatioii  on  ^  monoir. 
The  Turks  irere  alreadf  in  possesaion  of  Aboukir,  wbeie  ihey  had 
entrenched  themtehrei,  and  anraited  die  arriTal  of  Murad  and  hu 
Mamduket;  hot  being  without  cavaliy,  ihey  were  unable  to  watch 
the  motions  of  their  opponents,  and  acme  hopes  were  at  first  enter- 
tained by  the  French  that  the  enemy's  camp  might  be  surprised. 
This  design,  however,  was  frustrated  by  an  accident  A  company 
of  sappers,  advancing  upon  the  Turkish  lines  in  the  night,  were 
attacked  by  the  outposts,  and  ten  of  their  number  made  prisoners, 
from  whom  Mustapha  learned  that  Bonaparte  was  in  position  near  i 
him,  and  intended  to  gi\e  him  battle  in  the  morning.  In  the  mean-  ' 
time,  Murad,  with  Im  cavalry,  had  arrived,  and  reached  tlic  camp  of 
his  alHes.  Early  in  lbs  morning  of  Ad  250^  Ckneial  Lannes 
prepared  to  attack  the  enemy's  left,  and  Destaing  the  right;  whib 
Hurat,  with  his  dragoons  and  a  light  botteiy,  renuuned  in  reserve. 
Hie  French  skirmishers  first  engaged  were  driven  back;  and  the 
Pacha,  delighted  with  this  spectacle,  called  out  to  Murad  Bey,  who 
was  near  him:  "Sol  these  are  the  terrible  French  whom  you  dare 
not  eneonnter.  See ;  the  moment  I  make  my  appearance  they  fly 
before  me!"  "Pacha,"  replied  Murad,  "render  thanks  to  the 
Propliet  that  it  has  pleased  them  to  retire.  K  they  return,  you  will  i 
disappear  before  them,  like  dust  before  the  wind."  ^lurat  now 
advanced,  and  speedily  penetrating  through  the  enemy's  centre,  cut 
oil  the  communication  between  their  first  and  second  lines.  The 
confidence  of  the  Turks  was  instantly  destroyed,  and  they  rushed 
tomnltaonsly  towards  the  rear;  their  right  being  diiven  towards  the 
sea,  and  their  left  towards  Lake  Maadieh.  The  columns  of  Lannes 
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and  Destaing,  which  had  advanced  to  the  heights  recently  quitted  by 
the  Moslems,  descended  at  charging  pace  upon  the  main  body. 
About  ten  thousand  of  the  enemy,  pursued  by  the  cavalry  and 
infantry,  unable  to  escape,  threw  themselves  into  the  sea,  and,  being 
fired  upon  with  grape-shot  from  the  artillery,  were  nearly  all 
drowned.  Not  above  thirty  men,  it  is  said,  were  able  to  reach  the 
ships  in  the  bay.    The  sea  seemed  covered  with  floating  turbans. 


Lanncs  was  now  ordered  to  draw  up  his  tioops  in  columns ;  and, 
under  protection  of  the  artillery,  to  proceed  along  the  lake,  turn  the 
entrenchments,  and  throw  himself  into  the  \'illage  of  Aboukir.  Murat 
was  directed  to  follow  with  his  cavalrj',  prepared  to  execute  the  same 
manoeuvre  as  in  the  attack  on  the  first  Une.  Colonel  Cretin,  who 
knew  every  step  of  the  ground,  directed  the  march ;  and  Destaing 
was  directed  to  make  false  movements,  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
enemy's  right.  The  entrenchments  were  soon  forced,  and  Lanncs 
made  a  lodgement  in  the  >nllage ;  but  Mustapha  Pacha,  who  was  in 
the  redoubt  behind  it,  made  a  hasty  sortie  with  four  or  five  thousand 
men,  and  thus  separated  the  French  right  from  their  left.  This 
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movement  would  have  been  fatal  to  Lannes ;  but  that  Napoleon,  who 
was  in  the  centre,  instantly  perceived  tlie  danger,  and  advanced  to 
the  attack,  wliile  the  cavalrj-,  by  making  a  detour,  got  in  the  rear  of 
the  redoubt,  and  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  Turks.  The  engagement 
now  became  a  massacre.  Tlic  enemy,  unable  to  regain  the  fort,  fled, 
and  were  cut  down  or  bayoneted  in  all  directions.  Many  rushed  into 
the  sea.  Mustapha,  witli  his  staff  and  two  or  tlu-ec  thousand  men, 
cndeavoiurcd  to  establish  themselves  in  the  village,  but  were  sur- 
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rounded;  and,  after  a  hravc  resistance,  made  prisoners.  The  rest  of 
the  Maliometan  army  pcrislud  in  tlic  waves  or  on  the  field.  The 
Pacha,  being  brought  into  tlie  prrs(>ncc  of  Napoleon,  was  compli- 
mented on  his  valour.  "  It  lias  Ix  en  your  fate  to  lose  this  day,"  said 
the  French  General ;  but  I  will  take  care  to  inform  the  Sultan  of  the  j 
courage  with  which  you  have  contested  it."  The  haughty  Chief 
coolly  replied:  " Thoa  maycst  spare  thyself  the  trouble;  my  master 
knows  me  bettor  than  thotu** 

Bonaparte  ascribed  die  diief  honour  of  tlua  vietiny  to  die  intrqpidity 
ctf  Mural  and  bis  cavaby.  Murat  was  wounded;  and  DuTivier, 
Cretin,  and  Guibert,  widi  about  tbiee  hundred  Frendi  soldiers,  were 
killed  in  die  action.  Sur  Sidney  Smith,  who  had  chosen  the  Turkish 
position,  and  directed  their  arrangements,  narrowly  escaped  bdng 
made  prisoner,    ]SIurad  Bey  again  found  safety  in  the  Desert. 

Immediately  after  this  battle,  Na])olron  sent  an  envov  on  board  the 
Enghsh  Commodore's  vessel,  respecting  the  rrnioval  of  the  wounded 
prisoners,  when  some  courtesies,  and  a  few  trilling  presents,  were 
exchanged.  Among  other  things,  a  file  of  English  new  spapers  to  the 
10th,  and  a  Frankfort  Gazette  of  the  28th  of  June,  1799^  were  sent 
<m  shore,  and  perused  widi  the  eagerness  which  it  may  well  be  con- 
ceired  would  animate  one  who  had  been  without  certain  news  from 
home  fi>r  ten  mondu.  From  diese  journals  Napoleon  obtained  tntelp 
ligence  of  die  rererses  of  die  BepnUican  armies  in  Europe;  and  that 
France  was  a  prey  to  fiusdon  and  intestine  discords,  nnular  to  those 
from  which  he  had  rescued  her  in  Fructidor,  1797.  "  My  pre- 
aentiment  has  not  deceived  me,"  he  exclaimed,  as  he  laid  do^^ii  Uic 
papers,  "  Italy  is  lost.  All  the  fruits  of  our  victories  have  disappeared.  j 
France  is  endangered,  through  these  fine  talkers,  these  babblers.  | 
Now  is  the  time  to  save  her.  I  must  begouo."  He  sent  for  Bcrthier,  | 
handed  him  the  journals,  and  said,  "  'i'lungs  go  ill  in  France  :  I  must  ! 
see  what  is  passing  there.  You,  Bourriennc,  and  Gantheaume,  sludl 
go  with  me.**  Orders  were  immediately  issued  for  prepiu  ing  two 
frigates.  La  Midrm  and  La  Cartin,  and  two  small  brigs.  La  iis- 
vamhe  and  La  Fortune,  with  provisions  for  lour  or  fiye  hundred  men, 
finr  two  months.  The  strictest  secresy  was  ei^oiaed  on  all,  so  that 
mddier  bis  own  army  nor  die  Finglisb  cruiwfs  uposk  die  coast  ahonld 
have  reasim  to  suqpect  his  derign. 


PREHARATIOXS    FOR  RETXRN. 
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In  order  more  effectually  to  conceal  his  intentions,  the  Gcneral-in- 
chief  gave  countenance  to  a  report  that  he  intended  to  make  an 
expedition  into  I'ppcr  Egj-pt ;  and  in  the  mean  time  he  went  on  an 
excursion  over  the  Delta,  for  tlie  purpose,  it  was  alleged,  of  obtaining 
information  respecting  tlie  condition  of  the  coimtry  and  the  people. 
Monge,  BerthoUet,  and  Denon,  were  now  commanded  to  repair  to 
Alcxantlria,  with  the  collection  of  manuscripts,  drawings,  measure- 
ments, and  objects  of  antiquarian  and  scientific  curiosity,  made  by  the 
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meittbeit  of  die  Lutitnte.  Marmont,  Marat,  Lannes,  Andreoesi,  and 
Besderes,  were  alio  directed  to  meet,  and  await  fardier  orden,  afc  die 
same  port  Having  received  information  from  Gantheaome  that  the 
TOMeb  w«e  ready  to  sail.  Napoleon,  on  the  22nd  of  Angiut,  bdag 
on  an  nnfieqiiented  part  of  the  coast,  near  Alexandria,  dedared  to  the 
Guides  and  officers  c£  his  escort,  that  they  were  about  to  depart  ibr 
France.  The  news  was  hailed  with  aodamatioaa.  Boats  were  in 
readiness  to  receive  the  part)-,  and  they  were  at  once  conveyed  to  the 
ships  in  tlic  offintr.  Clonrral  Menou  was  the  last  person  with  whom 
Bonaparte  conversed  on  shore.   To  him  were  entrusted  the  necessary 


instmetions  and  despatches  respecting  the  fetaie  command  and 

proceedings  of  the  army,  and  a  proehunation  to  the  troops ;  which 
was  couched  in  the  following  terms:  "  IntclUgencc  from  Europe  has 
decided  my  departure  for  France.  I  leave  the  command  of  the 
army  to  General  Klcber.    I  cannot  now  make  fuller  ei^lanations. 
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It  gives  me  pain  to  leave  soldiers  to  whom  I  am  mott  attidied:  Imt 

our  separation  will  be  brief ;  and  the  General  who  Buccccds  me  enjoys 
the  full  confidence  of  the  government  and  mine."  Mongc  and  the 
others,  who  had  attended  the  rendezvous,  without  knowing  the  ohject 
of  their  summons,  were  standing  upon  the  beach,  gazing  upon  the 
unusual  sight  of  French  vessels  ready  to  put  to  sea,  when  Menou 
arrived,  and  informed  them  that  Napoleon  awaited  them  on  board 
£a  lAimMi.  The  embarkatioa  was  completod  hy  starlight;  ai^  the 
▼essela  would  have  sailed  iinmediatety,  but  that  an  English  oorrette 
was  aeen  stp^poaduiig  to  reoonnottre.  At  daylight  nest  monimg,  the 
23id,  all  sail  was  cacowded,  in  <nder  to  escape  die  enemy's  cnusers, 
and  to  get  ont  of  sight  of  the  fleet  still  anchored  off  Abmddr. 

The  discontent  of  the  troops,  on  learning  from  the  proclamation, 
which  was  immediately  published,  that  their  General  had  deserted  \ 
them,  was  extreme;  but,  by  1  L'^r*  es,  this  feeling  subsided)  when  the 
abihties  and  courage  of  th(  ir  nrw  General -in -chief  came  imder 
re\'icw ;  and  Klebor  liimsclf,  although  vexed  at  having  a  dangerous 
and  difTicult  post  thrust  upon  him,  while  he  was  as  anxious  as  any  to 
quit  Egypt,  was  at  last  induced  to  assume  the  command. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


VOYAOB — ARBIVAL  AT  VRBJVS— OBMBBAL  BBJOICIHOB-HR'ATB  Of  FBANCB- 

BtOBTBBMTB  BBUMAIBB.  1799. 


OOKIMO  anziouBly,  from  time  to  time,  at  the 
receding,  but  still  visible  top  •masts  of  the 
Britidi  and  Turkish  vessels.  Napoleon  directed 
Gantheaame  to  steer  as  dose  as  possible  to 
the  coast  of  AMca,  till  the  litde  squadron 
sliould  be  opposite  to  ftw-iliiiift-  "  Should  the 
English  meanwhile  present  themselves,"  he 
said,  '*  1  will  riin  ashore  upon  the  sands,  march 
with  the  handful  of  brave  fellows,  and  the  few 
pieces  of  artillery  we  have  with  us,  to  Oran  or  'J'linis,  and  there  find 
means  to  re-»  nihark.''  For  twenty  days  the  wind  was  eonstantly 
adverse,  and  the  vessels,  after  making  a  little  way,  were  incessantly 
driven  back,  towards  the  Syrian  or  Alexandrian  shore.  It  was  even 
proposed  to  re-enter  the  port  whence  tlicy  sailed;  but  Bonaparte 
determined  to  proceed  at  all  hasards.  "  IVe  shall  arrive  aa&ly  in 
France,"  he  ezdaimed;  *'Fcirtane  will  not  abandon  us.**  During 
diis  period  of  suspense,  the  Geneval  occupied  himsdf  in  conversing 
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with  the  Sfwans,  reading  the  liiblc,  the  Koran,  and  lloincr,  and 
pla)'ing  at  vingt-vt-iin  with  the  officers  of  his  stafl*. 

In  the  first  three  weeks  the  ships  only  made  a  hundred  leagues; 
but  at  tlie  end  cf  that  time  a  favourable  breeze  arose,  and  Uicv  were 
shortly  enabled  to  pass  Sardinia;  when,  on  the  1st  of  October,  a 
violent  west  wind  drove  them  on  the  coast  of  Corsica,  and  compelled 
them  to  seek  refuge  in  the  harbour  of  Ajaccio.  Landing  in  his 
native  town,  the  now  celebrated  General  was  soon  overwhelmed  with 
relations.  The  whole  island  was  in  motion ;  and  it  seemed  as  if  half 
the  population  had  discovered  traces  of  kindred  with  him.  He  took 
several  walks  in  the  enviions  of  Ajaccio,  and  felt  jileased  to  point  out 
to  his  suite  the  small  domains  of  his  ancestors,  and  the  scenes  of  early 
pleasures.  The  numberless  visits  and  soUcitations,  however,  to  which 
he  was  subjected,  and  the  news  which  here  first  reached  him  of  the 
recent  death  of  Joubert,  and  the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Novi,  made  him 
exceedingly  impatient  of  delay.  On  llie  7th  of  October,  he  resumed 
his  voyage;  hut  at  sunset  on  the  8th,  an  English  squadron  was 
descried  oflf  the  French  coast.  Gantheaume,  who  «a%v  from  the 
enemy's  signals  that  he  was  obser\'ed,  proposed  to  tack  about  and 
return  to  Corsica.  "  To  do  so,"  replied  Napoleon,  "  would  be  to 
take  the  road  to  England.  I  am  seeking  that  to  France,  tset  all  sail ; 
let  every  one  be  at  his  post ;  and  steer  to  the  north-west. — Onwards!" 


LANDING   AT  FREJU8. 


The  French  Temels,  being  of  Venetiaa  build,  were  probably  thought 
to  be  Italian  atare-ahi^,  and  oved  their  safetjr  to  the  mistake.  Xlie 
iii'trht,  howevOTy  was  one  of  terror  to  all,  except  Napoleon,  who  was 
occupied  in  giving  orders  and  making  preparations  for  whatever 
dangers  the  morning  might  reveal.  Tic  determined,  if  necessary",  to 
commit  himself  to  the  long-boat,  named  tlioso  Avliom  he  desired  to 
accompany  liim,  and  selected  the  papers  lie  wished  to  have  saved. 
Fortunatd^,  the  first  beams  of  the  sun  displayed  the  hostile  fleet 
bearing  to  the  nordi-eaafc;  anid,  aboot  eight  o'clock  the  aame  morning, 
tlie  Erench  TeaBela  entered  die  baj  of  Fr^us. 

At  first  there  was  some  hentation  whether  or  not  to  advance  aa 
La.  Muinm  and  her  companions  were  unable  to  reply  to  the  signals 
from  llie  batteries^  which  had  been  changed  since  their  departure  from 
France ;  and  they  were  consequently  fired  upon;  but  Napoleon,  yt)ao 
would  brook  no  unnecessary  delay,  ordered  the  Admiral  to  enter  the 
port.  This  confidence,  added  to  a  hope  that  the  squadron  was  from  the 
East,  soon  brought  numerous  boats  from  the  shore  to  make  enquiries ; 
and  no  sooner  was  it  known  that  General  Bonaparte  was  in  one  of 
the  frigates,  than,  despite  the  laws  of  quarantine,  which  forbad  all 
communication  with  the  land,  the  sea  was  covered  with  boats  con- 
taining persons  of  aU  classes,  civil  and  military,  hastening  on  board 
to  coogratiibito  die  Cooqueior  of  Italy,  and  wekome  him  as  the 
ddirerer  and  guardian  angd  cf  die  BepniUic.  In  Tain  were  Tisitoit 
reminded  (tf  die  danger  di^  incnzred,  and  requeeted  to  keep  off: 
eveiy  deck  waa  apeedify  crowded  widi  men  and  women,  ezdaumiig 
with  existing  dbyonto,**  We  prefo  the  plague  to  die  Aostrian^  The 
presence  of  Napoleon  was  regarded  by  all  as  a  certain  pledge  of 
r(  turning  Victory;  and  the  news  of  the  destruction  of  the  Turks  at 
Aboukir,  wliich  was  speedily  promulgated,  greatly  increased  the 
universal  enthusiasm.  He  was  almost  forced  on  shore  by  the  autho- 
rities of  the  town,  who  refused  to  listen  to  anything  concerning  the 
quarantine  rcgidations.  Even  the  wounded  sohlicrs  quitted  the 
hospital,  and  went  to  meet  him  upon  the  beach.  The  intclhgence 
spread  with  inconceivable  rapidity;  and  throughout  the  coxmtry,  his 
return  was  hailed  as  that  of  a  victorious  prince,  on  whose  taleulB  de- 
pended the  wel&re  of  a  great  tmt  bxokoi-q^arited  people,  who  had 
no  hope  nor  confidence  in  veq  but  him.    The  bells  were  everywhere 
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zaBg,  ilhmiiinliMW  and  pnbKe  M|<]tdiigi  were  made;  and  lihe  mee- 
tenger  who  carried  news  of  the  dieembarkation  to  Paris,  was  received 
aa  if  he  bore  tidings  of  a  great  national  triumph.  It  was,  indeed,  a 
period  of  delirium.  Every  one  perceived  the  advent  of  redemption, 
after  a  long  and  stormy  night  of  almost  hopeless  gloom.  At  six  o'clock 
on  the  evening  of  his  landing  he  set  out,  accompanied  by  Berthier, 
for  Paris,  and  alighted,  without  being  known,  at  his  hou>e  in  the  Rue 
de  la  J'irtoirc  on  the  H>th  of  October;  having,  by  taking  the  route 
of  the  BourbonnaLs,  missed  Josephine  and  his  brotlicr  Joseph,  who 
had  posted  through  Burgimdy  to  meet  him.  Two  hours  after  his 
anival  be  went  to  Ao  Liaombomg,  ond  being  reoogniaed  by  the 
aoUiera  on  good,  bia  virit  waa  announced  to  the  trembling  IXree- 
to«7  by  the  ahoota  ot  g^adnoas  wiA  ndach  be  wea  welcomed.  The 
inlennew  ibat  fiiUowed  waa  one  of  conatraint  and  diaaimnlatkn  on 
both  aides.  The  DiredorB  aaked  no  queedoaa,  but  affected  to 
partake  the  popular  joy  at  bis  retnm:  iHiile  Napoleon,  by  their 
silence  as  to  the  canae  of  his  return  from  the  East  without  his  army» 
felt  relieved  from  some  just  apprehensions. 

The  state  of  afTairs  in  France  had  been  materially  changed  during 
Bonaparte's  absence.  Immediately  before  liis  dep;u-ture  to  Egypt, 
Switzerland  had  been  assailed  by  the  troojw  of  tlie  Uepublic,  on  the 
pretext  that  Beruc  was  made  a  rendezvous  for  the  agents  of  the  Bour- 
bons and  the  spies  of  foreign  powers.  The  fortresses,  magazines,  and 
treaaofes  of  the  Cantons  had  been  unacrupulously  seiaed,  the  govern- 
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ment  of  the  country  forcibly  chancrod.  and  a  commonwealth  pro- 
claimed, under  the  designation  of  the  "  Helvetian  Republic."  Shortly 
afterwards,  Turin  and  all  the  continental  dominions  of  the  King  of 
Sardinia  liad  been  orcupied,  and  the  Sovereign  himself,  with  his 
family,  driven  to  his  Island  territories.  The  Papal  Court  instigated, 
perhaps,  by  Austria,  had  remodelled  its  army,  and  placed  Provera,  of 
whofli  mettAon.  has  been  made  in  Napoleim'a  ItaHan  campaign,  at  its 
head.  The  authtnities  had  also  excited  a  tumult  in  Bone  against 
the  parlisaiia  d  BepoblicaiUBin,  in  whidi  Joeqih  BomaiMurte,  the 
French  ambaasador,  waa  groaily  inrolted,  and  a  young  officer,  of  ^eat 
promise — Greneral  Di^hot — ^killed  by  his  side.  The  temp<»al  reign 
of  the  Pontiff  waa  consequently  declared  to  be  terminated,  and  his  states 
received  the  name  of  the  "  Roman  Republic."  Austria,  gathering 
hope  from  the  departure  of  Napoleon,  had  suddenly  ordered  the 
French  plenipotentiaries  to  quit  Rastadt,  whore  notrociations  for  peace 
had  been  proceeding;  and  a  few  hours  afterwards,  the  dismissed 
envoys,  despite  the  guaranteed  inviolability  of  tlieir  character,  and  in 
contraventifm  of  the  law  of  nations  and  of  puhhc  faith  and  honour, 
were  murdered  on  their  homcwaid  jounicy,  by  ruffians  wearing  the 
Austrian  uniform.  The  King  of  Naples,  encouraged  by  the  news 
brought  to  hia  capital  by  Nelson  of  die  destruction  of  the  IVench 
fleet  at  the  Nile,  and  the  probable  ruin  of  Bonaparte,  concluded  that 
the  time  was  fitvourable,  and  at  once  declared  war  against  the  enen^ 
which  he  had  so  greatly  hated  and  feared.  The  result,  however, 
proved  that  his  haste  to  forestal  the  measures  of  the  newly-formed 
coalition  of  Sovereigns  waa  ill-advised.  His  troops  advancing  upon 
Rome,  were  encountered  by  the  French,  and  after  the  first  round  of 
shot  fled  in  dismay,  abandoning  their  cannon,  baggage,  and  all,  even 
their  small  arms,  that  could  impede  their  retreat.  "  The  Neapolitan 
officers,"  said  Nelson,  who  was  then  a  distinguished  favourite  with 
the  King  and  Queen  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  "  did  not  lose  much  honour ; 
for  God  knows  they  had  little  to  lose :  but  what  they  had  they  lost." 
The  victors  prened  forward  upon  Naples,  which,  after  a  brave  resist- 
ance, sustained  for  two  days  by  the  half-naked,  imperfocty  armed, 
and  unoffioered  Lazzaroni,  against  the  regular  forces  and  well 
supplied  artillery  of  the  French,  surrendered,  and  the  Boyal  Family 
abandoned  their  capital,  and  passed  over  into  Sicily.  France  thua 
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obtained  a  new  tSfy,  under  the  daaocal  name  of  "  Xlie  Fartheuqpen 

Republic." 

During  these  transactions,  the  confederated  Monarclis,  aided  by  the 
great  and  warlike  empire  of  Russia,  had  collected  imniensr  amiics, 
arranged  their  plans,  and  prepared  resources  for  a  fierce  war  against 
their  all-grasping,  and  hitherto  successful,  foe.  The  combined 
totem  of  Antlana  and  Bmna  entered  Italy*  mider  tlie  eanunamd  of 
Sttwarruw,  u  General  in  wlioin  great  nilitaKy  ddU  waa  blended  with 
a  degree  of  eccentridly  and  enthndaam  whidi  rendered  bim  for  a 
time  dM  wonder  of  Enrope.  Li  a  nq^  aerieaof  battka^endingwidi 
OoA  of  Novi,  all  the  States  whidi  had  been  conquered  by  Bonaparte, 
and  those  since  acquired,  were  orerrun  and  >\Tested  from  the  French ; 
and  preparations  were  in  progress  for  carr^-ing  the  war  into  the  terri- 
tories of  the  RcpubUc.  The  Archduke  Chiurles,  released  from  the 
terror  of  Napoleon's  superior  genius,  proved  more  than  equal  to 
Jourdan,  whom  he  compelled  to  recross  the  Rhine ;  while  a  third 
body  of  Austro- Russians  advanced  to  tbe  frontiers  of  Switzerland, 
ready  to  take  possession  of  that  countrj',  and  thence  find  a  passage 
into  the  heart  of  France.  At  the  same  time,  partial  insurrections 
had  taken  pbwe  in  Belghnn.  Holland  was  generally  disaffected, 
and  only  waited  an  opportunity  to  free  itidf  from  the  Conqueror's 
yoke.  Tbe  United  Statea  of  America  had  expoeed  the 
baaeneaa  of  the  French  Goremment,  by  poUishing  hirtory  of  a 
pen^Bng  treaty,  n^ierrin  bribes  were  demanded  aa  a  preliminary  to 
all  ncgociation,  and  the  diief  of  which  prortnons  went  to  put  money 
into  the  pockets  of  die  Directors.  To  increase  the  difficulties  of  the 
Republic,  the  Chooans,  or  Royalist  bands  of  Bretagne,  had  again  arisen, 
and  were  organisincr  themselves  to  light  the  flames  of  civil  warfare 
throughout  the  country.  Every  province,  in  (>bort,  was  a  prey  to 
anarchy,  and  to  the  peculations  of  the  constituted  autboritics.  Tbe 
nation  was  menaced  with  foreign  invasion,  and  groaning  under  a  load 
of  tyrannical  laws ;  tbe  govenmient  denounced  by  tlie  whole  jH-ople, 
as  destitute  of  puucr,  justice,  and  morality;  the  highways  were 
inlealed  with  robbera;  diaoiganiiation  was  everywhere  perceptible, 
and  social  diasolutiony  or  die  restoration  of  the  Bonrbons,  seemed 
inevitable.  A  change  was  ardently  desired  by  all  classes;  and  all 
worn  i*w>lring  log*  4  man  noasesdnflt  the  nuhlie  confidence,  and  fanablff 
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of  restoring  tranquillity  and  order  by  concentrating  the  supreme  power, 
and  tjivinf?  wope  for  the  developement  of  those  institutions,  hitherto 
free  in  name  only,  wliich  France  had  purchased  at  such  enormous 
sacrifices,  when  Napoleon,  "  the  hero,"  as  he  was  at  once  called, "  of 
liberal  principles,"  landed  at  Frejus. 

The  enthusiastic  reception  he  had  experienced,  the  condition  of 
France,  the  position  of  parties,  and  the  tendency  of  passing  erents, 
conqpired  to  mptem  ham.  widi  the  meemty  of  speedily  attempting 
to  CKctf  out  the  nrolutioii,  which  he  had  medittted  on  his  retom 
from  luJj;  hot  fixr  wUcSi  die  time  wm  Eot  then  anived.  To  ddtm 
his  duMen  oonntrj'  from  the  domiiMlioii  of  the  frcCioiis  hy  which  she 
was  torn  and  distneted;  to  surround  her  widi  a  t^oty  which  none 
but  the  great  nations  of  antiquity  had  known ;  and  to  establish  her  as 
the  marvel  of  modem  times,  with  himself  at  her  head,  was  the  great 
and  worthy  object  of  his  ambition. 

The  Directory  now  consisted  of  Barras,  the  only  old  member; 
Roger  Uiicos,  a  man  of  narrow  mind  but  easy  disjwsition ;  Moulins, 
a  general  of  division,  who  had  never  served  in  war,  but  who  was 
a  worthy  and  patriotic  man ;  Gohicr,  an  eminent  lawyer,  of  great 
integrity  and  candoui- ;  and  Sieyes,  a  metaphysician,  formerly  a  priest, 
and  since  author  of  several  oonstitations,  and  of  a  odehnted  pamphlet 
endOed  "What  is  die  Thhrd  Estate?"  Sieyte  waa  a  cool,  durawd 
calenhtar,  of  great  moral  courage  and  oonnderaUe  polttical  resources; 
but  his  hnowledge  of  hnaincM  and  of  men  was  defecdve,  and  served 
oaily  to  lead  him  astray  in  matters  of  speeoktioa  and  lystem.  £Seydo 
and  Dncoa  were  at  die  head  of  the  moderate  party,  who  sought  to 
effect  a  gentle  and  salutary  change  in  the  Constitution  of  die  year 
Three.  Moulins  and  Gohicr  desired  to  maintain  the  existing  form 
of  Government,  imparting  to  it  a  stronger  inflision  of  democratic 
principles:  while  Barras,  who  saw  that  the  Republic  was  on  the  eve 
of  dissolution,  sought  to  acquire  personal  influence,  in  order  that  he 
might  baigain  for  himself  with  the  Bourbons,  to  whom  he  had  already 
made  overtures  for  a  Restoration. 

The  appearance  of  Kapdeon,  at  diis  impoxtanft  crisis,  somewhat 
diaooncerted  die  phma  of  aU  pardea.  All,  howevw,  hastened  to 
pay  court  to  him,  as  die  desdned  arbiter  of  die  Nadon's  frte ;  and 
tendered  didr  rapport  to  eflfoct  die  hind  of  diaoge  whidi  diej 
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wefBolOj  desired.  He  was  not  long  in  choosing  his  course ;  bat  It 
was  neoessary,  before  he  declared  his  intentions,  to  fathom  the  men 
who  were  to  be  selected  as  subordinate  acton  in  the  approaching 
drama.  In  the  whole  of  these  delicate  proceedings,  he  acted  with 
the  greatest  circumspection.  He  secnuil,  as  during  his  residence  in 
Paris,  previously  to  the  Egj'ptian  expedition,  to  shun  the  popularity 
wiiich  everywhere  greeted  his  appearance.  In  public,  he  was  invari- 
ably dressed  in  tlxe  costume  of  the  Institute.  At  his  own  house,  his 
guests  were  men  of  science  and  literature,  a  few  of  the  Generab  who 
had  served  tmder  him  in  Italy,  fhtme  iHu>  aceonqpaaied  him  from 
Egyp^  and  two  or  three  private  friends,  men  of  no  political  party. 
At  die  tiheatre,  which  he  seldom  attended,  he  alwiqrs  shimided 
himself  from  ohservatum  in  a  private  box.  Sb  aooepted,  however, 
a  pabiic  entertsinment  from  the  Directory,  at  whidi  he  proposed  as 
a  toast,  "  The  Union  of  sU  Parties," — words  proved  in  the  sequel  to 
be  of  considerable  import,  though  then  but  little  understood.  Vtom 
this  splendid  banquet,  where  seven  hundred  persons,  among  whom 
was  Moreau,  were  present  to  honour  tlic  Conqueror  of  Egj-pt,  Bona- 
parte withdrew  at  so  early  an  hour  in  the  evening  as  to  give  offonoe 
to  some  of  liis  entertainers.  With  his  militar>'  friends  and  admirers, 
he  used  the  same  reserve  as  with  others.  He  held  no  levees, 
attended  no  reviews.  The  Oificcrs  of  the  garrison  and  the  Adjutants 
of  the  National  Guard  of  Paris  denred  to  be  presenled  to  him;  but 
he  pat  them  off  from  day  to  day:  die  eighth  and  nindi  regimenti  of 
dragoooi^  whidi  bad  frmned  part  of  the  Amqr  of  Itafy,  and  the 
twenty-ibst  lij^t  hoarse,  wbidi  bad  oontribnted  casentiaily  to  Ibe 
success  of  the  13th  VendAniaire  against  the  Sectimis,  beson^  bim 
to  review  them;  be  acceded,  but  neglected  to  name  a  day.  The 
citizens  of  Paris  complained  loudly  of  the  General  for  keeping  so 
close.  Hoping  to  see  him,  they  went  to  the  theatres  and  reviews; 
but  Napoleon  was  not  there.  People  were  astonished  at  his  reserve, 
for  which  they  were  wholly  unable  to  account.  "  It  is  now,"  they 
said,  "  more  than  a  fortiiif^ht  since  his  arrival,  and  as  yet  he  has  done 
nothing.  Does  he  mean  to  neglect  the  public  interest,  and  leave  the 
Repubiie  to  be  torn  piecemeal  by  contending  factions,  as  he  did  on 
bis  return  from  Italy !" 
It  has  been  remarked,  however,  that  "when  recognised  by  the 
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TpotpviiMee,  he  teemd  thdr  nlntailiQiiB  wik  gnat  ooartcs^  and 

bility;  and  that  if  he  met  an  old  soldier  of  the  Amy  of  Italy,  he  rarely 
failed  to  recollect  the  man,  and  take  him  by  the  hand.**  In  all  this 
there  was  the  subtile  policy  of  one  who  deemed  it  necessary,  and  well 
knew  how,  to  interest  the  public,  and  rivtt  tluir  attention  beyond 
the  passing  moment.  But  the  decisive  hour  approached — the  pear 
was  nearly  ripe.** 

On  the  Hth  of  Brumaire  (30th  of  October),  Napoleon  dined  with 
Barras,  and  a  few  other  persons.  The  Director  endeavoured  to  sound 
the  General  as  to  his  views,  and  proposed  that  a  President  of  the 
BepaliBe  alioiild  be  named.  Tliii  eonvcnalion,  wMch  dkewed  dtat, 
if  he  ironld  be  befiwe-hand  with  odieza,  diere  wm  no  tune  to  kae, 
decided  Bonaparte;  who  inunediatdy  afkerwarda  caUed  on  Sieyds, 
and  ftated  ihat  he  was  detexmined  to  aet  widi  him.  It  waa  tiien 
settled,  that  the  morement  ahordd  be  made  between  the  1^  and  20th 
of  Brumaire.  On  the  following  morning,  Banaa,  haTing  heard  in  the 
meantime  that  Napoleon  had  spoken  of  his  suggestion,  called  on  the 
General^  exprewed  a  fear  that  he  had  been  imperfectly  understood 
on  the  preceding  evening,  declared  his  con\'iction  that  Napoleon  alone 
could  save  the  Republic,  and  entreated  liini,  if  he  had  any  project  in 
agitation,  to  rely  entirely  on  his  cordial  concurrence.  Bonaparte, 
however,  who  knew  the  unprincipled  character  and  profligacy  of 
Barras,  replied  tliat  he  had  nothing  in  view,  that  he  was  fatigued, 
indisposed;  that,  in  fact,  he  was  not  yet  seasoned  to  the  diange 
fiom  the  dry  dimato  of  Aiabaa  to  die  moist  atmoaphere  ef  Paaai 
and  that  at  present  he  ahould  sedc  to  recmit  his  healdi  and  spixila 
in  retirenient. 

Brom  that  time*  Napoleon  laboured  inoeasantly  to  aeenre  the  aoeeew 
of  hia  project.  Few  were  admitted  to  hia  ccmfidence;  none  but  those 
necessary  to  carry  out  his  designs.  Hie  rest  he  knew  would  follow 
their  chiefs,  and,  like  machines,  act  from  the  impulse  imparted  to 
them.  Talleyrand,  llccderer,  Real,  Rcgnault  St.  Jean  d'Angcly,  men 
of  known  talent  and  influence ;  his  brothers  Lucien,  president  of  the 
Council  of  Five  Hunched,  and  Joseph,  who  w:is  held  in  great  esteem 
for  his  uibanity  and  readiness  to  do  good  otfircs  for  the  adherents  of 
the  ancient  regime,  and  who,  had  he  not  been  a  IJonaparte,  would 
probably  have  incurred  the  suspicion  of  being  an  aristocrat ;  with 
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SBeyds  and  Ducos,  were  the  General*s  diief  adviwn.  Nonet  peduq^, 
knew  folly  what  was  intended ;  but  all  were  furepared  for  and  conn- 

aeUed  an  entiro  change  of  the  existing  government.  The  partisans 
upon  whose  devotion  nonapartc  relied  for  executing  what  measures 
he  might  conceive  necessary,  were  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Armies  of  Italy  and  Eg^iit.  Moreau,  of  whom  he  had  at  first 
entertained  some  fear,  hearing  a  vague  rumour  tliat  a  change  was 
about  to  be  effected  through  the  agency  of  Na{X)leon,  called  on  him 
and  tendered  Ids  services.  General  Macdonald,  who  had  recently 
acquired  a  considerable  reputation  by  lam  vnaterly  retreat  through 
Italy,  did  the  aame.  Foodi^  then  Bfinitter  of  Police,  having  pene- 
trated die  eecrety  dton^^  not  ooninlted,  rendered  eneiitial  unitenoe 
by  negociating  with  the  heads  of  dqpaxtmenla.  Joseph  Boneptrte 
endettromed  to  bring  over  Bemadotte,  his  broliher-in>Uw ;  hat  the 
ktUr  had  ftnned  an  opinioii  of  his  own  importance,  that  was  inoom- 
patiUe  with  the  secondary  part  offered  him.  He  was  jealous  of  the 
reputation  of  Napoleon,  and  anxious,  as  he  could  not  emulate  his  fame, 
to  lower  that  fame  to  the  level  of  his  own.  The  futiire  King  of  Sweden, 
I  therefore,  asserted  a  stem  and  inflexible  love  for  republicanism,  and 
j  spoke  of  defending  the  State  from  "  enemies  without  and  enemies 
j  within : "  and  ha;  ing  been  pai  tially  trusted  as  to  what  was  going 
I  forward,  "  he  hawked  about,"  says  Dc  Bourrienne,  "  tiic  offer  of  his  ; 
services  to  all  those  in  the  government,  who  were,  like  himt>elf,  | 
opposed  to  die  apprehended  change.'*  The  govemmcnt,  however, 
was  perplexed  with  the  of  its  manUcbt  peril,  and  knew 

not  with  iriudi  party  die  greatest  danger  lay. 

Oa  die  15di  tS  Bnmm,  Niq^oleon  and  Sieyis  had  an  mterview, 
at  whidi  it  was  resolved  to  strike  the  decisive  blow  on  the  IStL  It 
was  dien  agreed,  that  die  Conncil  of  Andents,  availing  itself  of  die 
102nd  article  of  the  Constitution,  should  decree  the  removal  of  the 
Legislative  body  to  St.  Cbud,  and  should  appoint  Napoleon  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  its  own  Guard,  of  the  troops  of  the  military 
division  of  Paris,  and  of  the  National  Guard.  This  decree  was  to  be 
pxssod  at  seven  in  the  morning ;  at  eight,  Napoleoti  was  to  go  to  the 
Tuileries.  where  the  troops  would  be  assembledf  and  there  assume  the 
command  of  the  capital. 

On  the  ITih,  Cambac^res  and  Lcbrun,  to  whom  overtures  had  been  i 
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previously  made,  signified  their  adherence  to  Napoleon.  The  same 
evening,  the  Officers  of  the  garrison  and  Adjutants  of  the  National 
Guard,  who  had  desired  introductions  to  the  General,  were  separately 
invited  to  be  at  his  residence  in  the  Eue  dr  In  Jlctoire  by  six  o'clock 
the  next  morning :  the  three  regiments  of  cavalry-  wore  informed  that 
he  would  review  them  at  the  same  hour  in  the  Champs  Elysces. 
Morasn,  Man^midil,  Le  F^me  (Commandant  of  the  Guard  of  the 
LegialatiTB  hodj),  the  Genevals  of  Itafy  md  Bgypt,  the  Officers  of 
Nspokoik's  Staff,  and  all  who  were  known  to  be  attadied  to  him 
were  reqneated  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  tame  lime,  on  hcnraebaek. 
So  wdl  were  theae  innttliooa  managed,  that  etdi  officer  beHeved 
hinuelf  to  be  the  sole  guest,  and  that  he  was  summoned  to  receive 
crdenb  previous  to  Bonaparte's  departure  on  a  feigned  journey — a 
surmise  supported  by  the  fact,  that  Dubois  Crance,  Minister  at  War, 
was  known  to  consult  Napoleon,  and  to  adopt  hia  advice  on  all  military 
matters. 

Everything  occurred  as  had  been  arranged.  At  seven  in  the 
morning  of  the  18th,  the  Council  of  Ancients  assembled  in  the 
Tuileries,  imder  the  presidency  of  Le  Merder.  A  report  was  circu- 
lated, that  a  liBffnddable  eamspiracy  of  the  Jacobins  to  ovecduow  die 
Directory  and  restore  the  Reign  of  Ttmr  had  just  been  detected. 
Cktmudet,  Lebnm,  and  Faignea,  who  had  been  succeasfu&y  tampoed 
with  by  Laden,  depicted  in  gbwing  ^eecihes  the  honan  to  be  ftazed 
finr  the  Bepublic.  Segnier  proposed  the  nmoval  of  the  ntlings  of 
the  Legislative  body  to  St.  Cloud,  and  diat  Bonaparte  should  he 
invested  with  the  command  of  the  troops.  **  The  nation,"  said  this 
orator,  "  is  threatened  by  anarchists  and  foreigners.  Prompt  measures 
must  he  used  for  the  public  safetj-.  We  arc  certain  of  the  support 
of  General  Bonaparte.  Under  tlic  shelter  of  his  protecting  arm,  the 
Councils  may  disciiss  the  changes  which  the  public  interests  require.** 
After  a  violent  opposition,  the  decree  was  passed. 

Meanwhile,  the  dragoons  to  be  re\iewed  had  repaired  to  the 
Champs  Elysces,  and  the  military  officers,  in  ftdl  uniform,  with  six  or 
eight  civilians,  who  had  been  invited,  assembled  at  Napoileoift's  boose 
in  such  numbers,  that  the  house,  the  court  in  front,  and  even  the 
entrance-yard,  were  too  small  to  contain  them.  Bemadotte  had  been 
faroni^  by  Joseph  Bon^oite;  but,  unlike  the  others,  he  was  not  in 
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uniform,  nor  on  horseback.  Napoleon  observed,  and  asked  the  reason 
of  this.  "  I  am  thus  every  morning  when  not  on  duty,"  said  Bema> 
dotte.  "You  shall  be  on  duty  in  a  moment,"  replied  Napoleon. 
**I  have  heard  nothing  to  that  effect,"  rejoined  the  former:  "and  if 
so,  my  instructions  should  have  been  sent  me  sooner."  Bonaparte 


drew  him  aside  and  informed  him  of  all  that  was  intended.  "  Your 
Directory,"  said  he,  "  is  detested ;  your  Constitution  grown  stale. 
It  has  become  necessary  to  make  a  clean  house,  and  to  give  another 
direction  to  the  government  Go,  then,  put  on  your  uniform.  I 
cannot  now  wait  longer ;  but  you  will  find  me  at  the  Tuileries,  in  the 
midst  of  oxur  comrades.  Bemadotte,"  he  added  significantly,  "you 
need  not  rely  upon  Moreau  and  Bcumonville,  nor  upon  any  of  the 
Generals  of  your  party.  A\'hen  you  know  men  better,  you  will  find 
that  they  promise  much  and  perform  little.  Trust  them  not." — "  I 
will  take  no  part,"  replied  Bemadotte  angrily,  "  in  what  I  cannot  but 
consider  a  rebellion."  Napoleon  had  no  time  to  waste  in  discussing 
the  matter ;  he  therefore  merely  added  a  request  that  Bemadotte 
would  do  nothing  against  him.  "  As  a  citizen,"  replied  the  latter, 
*'  I  shall  remain  quiet :  but  should  the  Directory  give  me  orders,  I 
will  act  against  all  perturbators." 

At  half-past  eight,  a  state-messenger  brought  to  Napoleon  s  house 
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the  decree  cxf  lihe  CoQacn  of  Aneiei^  Hie  Genenl  zead  dib  to 
tlie  officen  inembled;  and,  mtamatiiig  dut  ihe  aahadoii  of  Fntace 
depended  upon  them,  desired  all  who  were  willing  to  support  him 
to  follow  him.  A  majority  of  the  visitors  immediately  drew  their 
Bwords,  and  vowed  fidelity  to  Napoleon  and  the  Republic.  All,  with 
the  exception  of  Bemadottc  and  one  or  two  others,  were  soon  on 
horseback,  and  on  their  way  to  the  Tuileries,  followed  by  fifteen 
hundred  horsemen,  who  had  been  drawn  up  at  an  early  hour  on  the 
Boulevard  near  the  Rue  Mont  Blanc,  to  escort  Bonaparte  to  the 
Champs  Elys^es.  The  adjutants  of  the  National  Guard  were  desired 
to  Mtoin  to  their  quarters,  beat  the  ginirale,  malte  knonni  the  decree 
tihej had  jvillieaxd,  and  amunmoe  diat  no  ocdevt  were  to  be  obeyed, 
but  such  as  should  emanate  from  Napoleon. 

On  reaching  the  hall  of  the  Council  of  A«iAm««^  the  General  and 
his  staff  were  conducted  to  the  bar.  "  Ton,"  said  Napoleon,  **  are 
the  wisdom  of  the  nation.  It  bekmga  to  yon  at  this  crisis  to  concert 
measures  of  salvation  for  the  country.  I  come,  surrounded  by  the 
generals  of  the  Republic,  to  promise  you  our  support.  I  appoint 
General  Le  Febvre  my  lieutenant.  I  will  faithfully  fulfil  the  task 
with  wliich  you  have  entrusted  me.  Let  us  not  look  into  the  past  for 
precedents.  The  close  of  the  eighteenth  century  hai>  no  parallel  in 
history:  nothing  in  the  eighteenth  century  resembled  this  moment." 
The  troops  which  he  had  promised  to  review  were  mustered  in  front 
of  tilie  IHiileriea.  On  leaving  the  Coondl  lie  waa  received  wi& 
deafening  aodamatioDa,  hy  die  vast  assemblage  which  had  been 
collected,  partly  from  cnriasoty  to  leain  what  waa  pa8siii||r,  nd  ptttlf 
to  see  the  celebrated  General,  whose  name  was  ringing  throughout 
Eunme  and  the  East.  After  ihe  review,  the  decree  of  the  Ancients 
waa  read  to  the  soMiera,  and  Napoleon  Iniefly  addressed  them  on 
the  duties  which  th^  were  called  upon  to  peifbnn.  He  then 
apportioned  the  cooiniand  of  the  troops.  To  Lannes  was  given  the 
command  of  those  entrusted  with  the  protection  of  the  Legislative 
body ;  to  Murat,  of  those  intended  to  be  sent  to  St.  Cloud ;  and  to 
Morcau,  of  tlie  guard  of  the  Luxembourg,  with  directions  to  permit 
no  intericience  on  the  part  of  the  Directors.  The  soldiers,  placed 
under  the  orders  of  tlic  latter,  being  devoted  adherents  of  Napoleon,  i 
at  first  refiiaed  to  obey  a  general  whoae  patriotism,  on  account  of  hia 
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concealing  the  corrcspontlcncc  of  Pichcgru,  had  become  stiRpected. 
It  was  nccessan'  for  Bonapaite  himself  to  assure  them,  that  Moroau 
woiild  act  with  honour  and  fidelity,  before  they  would  march  with 
liim. 

In  the  meantime,  a  proclamation,  which  had  been  prepared  before* 
hand,  waa  read  in  all  tliv  itaMto  of  Paris,  being  everywhere  announoed 
by  beat  of  dfiiBi.  ''CStisentl**  nn  Una  docnnen^  the  Coonca  of 
Aiwiffnle,  the  depoatoty  of  the  national  wiadom,  haa  jvtt  pconoiinoed 


a  decree  imposing  upon  General  Bonaparte  the  duty  of  taking 
measures  for  the  safety  of  the  national  represcntatiun.  In  con- 
formity with  tlie  act  of  the  Constitution,  tlie  Legislative  body  is 
removed,  in  order  that  it  may  deliberate  in  security,  and  duiiia 
means  to  reacue  the  Bepnblk  htm  Ae  diaorganualkn  to  which  die 
tnhedlitj  and  tnodieiy  of  every  depoitnent  of  gomnMOt  ii 
tending.  At  diii  in^ortant  eriiii,  nnion  and  oomfidenee  are  retimed. 
Ballf  Mand  the  alindard  of  the  Bepnblie;  there  ia  no  other  method 
of  finng  d»  gemnaMnft  npon  the  bMb  of  M  lihertgr,  vietory,  pence, 
tmd  happineia.'* 


INDECISION  OF  BARRA8. 


An  aide-de-camp  was  now  despatched  to  the  Luxembourg,  to  com- 
municate the  decree  to  the  Directory.  Gohicr  and  Moulins  were  in 
the  public  hall  of  audience  ;  Barras,  who  had  scut  liis  secretary  to 
remonstrate  with  Napoleon  on  the  detention  of  himself  and  his 
coUean^ues,  refused  to  appear,  till  he  should  receive  an  answer ; 
Sieyt's  and  Ducos  were  at  the  Tuileries,  whither  they  had  accom- 
panied the  military  officers  in  the  morning.  It  being  necessary  that 
diree  Direeton  should  be  present  at  aB  deUbemaonsy  the  inde- 
dsum  of  Banas  prerented  any  step  being  taken  to  save  the 
Comtitiitioii.  Moolins,  indeed,  ptcopoeed  to  send  a  battalion  to 
sunonnd  the  house  of  Napoleon,  and  arrest  him  as  a  conspirator; 
and  Bemadotte,  who  arrived  while  diis  proposal  was  in  discussion, 
requested  to  be  nominated  as  Bonsparte*8  colleague  in  conuttind  «tf  the 
capital ;  offering  to  lead  troops  upon  which  he  could  rely,  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  any  design  against  the  liberties  of  the  Republic; 
and,  if  necessary,  to  enforce  a  sentence  of  outlawr>'  against  Napoleon. 

It  was  soon  ascertained,  however,  that  the  soldiers  would  obey  no 
orders  but  those  of  the  man  they  were  desired  to  oppose :  even  the 
guards  of  the  Luxembourg  laughed  at  the  orders  of  their  recent 
masters.  Boutot,  Barras's  envoy,  received  at  the  Tuileries  a  scornful 
reply  to  the  message  which  he  brought.  ''Whatf*  said  Napoleon, 
Hisiimiwg  the  tone  of  a  Dictatm  to  whom  all  other  authorities  had 
became  accountable  fbr  their  conduct,  and  with  an  eloquence  that 
astonished  all  who  heard  him:  "What  have  you  done  widi  diat  fiur 
France,  which  I  left  you  so  prosperous  ?  Instead  of  peace,  I  find  war; 
instead  of  victory,  defeat.  The  wealth  of  Italy  has  been  exchanged 
for  taxation  and  misery.  Wliere  are  the  hundred  thousand  Frenchmen 
whom  1  knew  —  all  of  them  mv  companions  in  glory?  'Oaey  arc  dead; 
wliilc  we,  who  have  preserved  the  State  by  our  efforts  and  our  courage, 
are  accounted  enemies  of  the  Republic.  The  age  has  produced  no 
better  patriots  than  the  brave  men  who  have  shed  their  blood  in 
defence  of  the  nation.*'  On  receiving  this  answer,  with  a  report  of 
Napoleon's  prooeedings,  Bsnas  was  overwhelmed  widi  dismay.  He 
dreaded  hnpeidmieiit  fiir  his  flagrant  peculations;  and  to  avert  it,  and- 
eoodUate  the  victor,  he  at  ooee  sent  in  his  resignation,  staling,  ''That 
he  had  undertaken  the  burdens  of  office  solely  from  seal  for  the  good. 
of  the  Bepuhlii^  and  to  serve  the  cause  of  liberty;  and  that  mm. 
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seeing  the  destinies  of  the  nation  in  the  liands  of  her  yoiincr  and 
invincible  General,  he  gladly  resigned  his  authority."  Moulins  and 
Gohier  followed  his  example :  Sieycs  and  Dueos  had  preAnoiisly 
resigned.  The  Directory  was  thus  dissolved,  and  Napoleon  invested 
with  the  sole  executive  power  of  the  Republic.  The  Constitutiozi  had 
been  abandoned  to  ita  fitfe,  ficenk  a  too  pnifinuid  respect  to  hi  fiimuu 
lities,  wUch  leqiONd  tlie  preacnco  of  lliree  Diiectoia  to  give  validity 
to  an  act  ef  goTenunenL  Tsi  a  aouievhat  nmilar  wa7,  a  Idng  of  ChutOe 
who  had  fiJlen  into  die  fire  was  mflered  to  perish,  because  there  was 
no  one  pNaent  of  die  rank  pemilted  by  etiquette  to  tefodi  the  royal 
person.  CambaoMef  Fondi6»  and  the  other  ministers,  hastened  to 
the  Tuilerics,  to  congratulate  and  offer  their  services  to  the  ne-w 
authority.  Jourdan  and  Augereau  did  the  same,  but  were  requested 
to  remain  quiet,  and  not  risk  anv  act  that  might  obliterate  the  memory 
of  their  former  services.  Napoleon  doubted  their  attaclunent  to  his 
person:  Augereau,  who  saw  that  he  did  so,  requested  his  confidence. 
"  "SVliat,  General  1"  he  said,  "  can  you  not  rely  on  your  little 
Augereau  T' 

The  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  of  which  Luden  was  president, 
was  imaMe  to  meet  before  ten  o'dodc,  when,  to  the  surprise  and 
indignation  of  moat  of  die  members,  diey  reoebed  a  message  firmn  the 
Coonoil  of  Andfintii,  widi  a  decree  in  the  removal  of  the  L^gulatitre 
to  St  Cloud,  and  forbidding  any  deliberation  until  such  remoTal  should 
be  effected.  It  was  usdiess  to  contest  the  point.  The  law  was  explicit, 
and  the  decree  consistent  with  the  privilege  of  the  Council;  wliilc  the 
commotion  which  reigned  throughout  Paris,  shewed  the  absolute 
necessity  of  submission.  The  meeting  was.  therefore,  adjourned  till 
the  next  morning,  with  an  express  detcnnination  from  the  majority, 
however,  to  maintain  the  existing  Constitution.  The  remainder  of  the 
day  was  passed  by  Napoleon  at  tlie  Tuikries.  The  troops  were  kept 
under  arms.  The  populace  thronged  the  streets,  talking  over  the 
occoixeneea  of  die  day,  or  aniimitly  endeavouring  to  divine  die 
probable  result  of  the  Foach6,  whom  die  general  ftnnent 

rendered  apj^reJiennve  of  dai^(er,  gave  directioas  fat  dodng  die 
barriers,  and  praventiBg  die  dq^artnre  of  conriera  and  coaches. 
Napoleon,  on  being  informed  of  these  orders,  immediately  counter- 
manded diem.  **  Wherefine  these  ptenstotioiisr  he  asked.  '*  We  act 
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on  the  opinions  of  the  people,  and  by  their  strength  alone.  Let  no 
citizen  be  interrupted,  and  let  every  publicity  be  given  to  our 
proceedings." 

The  majority  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  the  minority  of  the 
Ancients,  and  the  Jacobin  leaders,  passed  the  night  of  the  18th  in 
earnest  consultation ;  as  did  also  the  partisans  of  Napoleon.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  latter,  Sicyt's  proposed  that  forty  of  the  chiefs  of  the  op- 
position should  be  arrested ;  but  to  this  Napoleon  would  not  consent. 
"  In  the  morning,"  said  he,  "  I  swore  to  protect  the  national  repre- 
sentation ;  I  will  not  now  >4olate  my  oath."  It  was,  however,  agreed 
that  the  government  should  be  vested  in  three  provisional  Consuls, 
Bonaparte,  Siey^s,  and  Duces,  and  that  the  two  Councils  should  be 
adjourned  for  three  months.  General  Murat  then  proceeded  to  St. 
Cloud;  Pansard  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Legislative 
Guard ;  and  Serrurier  was  stationed  with  a  reserve  force  at  Point-du- 
Jour. 
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In  die  of  tlie  19th,  the  Deputies  met  at  St  Cloud — the 

Council  of  Five  Hundred  in  the  Orangery,  and  the  Ancients  in  the 
Gallery  of  Mars.  Napoleoii,  Sieyes,  Ducoe,  and  the  officers  who 
attended  them,  took  possession  of  tlie  apartments  afterwards  known 
as  the  Saloon  of  Princes,  and  the  Emperor's  Cabinet.  As  soon  as  tlie 
sittings  opened,  which  they  did  to  music  sounding  the  Marseillais, 
Emile  Gaudin  a.scended  the  tribune  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred, 
and,  after  describing  in  an  animated  speech  the  dangers  of  tin-  country, 
proposed  the  thanks  of  the  Assembly  to  the  Oomidl  of  Ancients,  for 
the  measures  of  public  nfety  whkh  it  bad  taken;  and  tbat  a  committee 
of  seren  pevaoni  ahonld  be  immediately  appointed  to  make  a  r^ort 
npon  the  atate  of  the  BepabEc  A  fiolent  tnmnlt  aocoeeded  thii 
motion.  Lend  cries  €£  diaqiproboition  echoed  firom  all  parti  of  the 
halL  Several  members  rushed  together  to  ihe  tribune,  anxious  to 
speak ;  and, in  the  confusion,  Gaudin  was  hurled  to  the  floor.  Lucien, 
the  President  of  the  Council,  and  his  friends,  were  greatly  alarmed, 
not  only  for  the  success  of  their  measure,  hut  for  their  personal  safety. 
As  soon  as  a  hearing  could  be  obtained,  Delbrcd  proi>oscd,  that  the 
members  should  renew  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  C"<»nstitution  of  the 
year  Three.  I'pon  this,  the  Chamber  at  once  proceeded  to  the  A/tprl 
Nominal :  a  mode  of  voting  in  which  each  declared  his  opinion  as  his 
name  was  called  by  the  Secretary. 

During  the  Appely  which  occupied  more  than  two  hours,  numbers 
of  persona  arrived  fiem.  the  capital,  among  whom  were  Joordan  and 
Angereau.  The  latter,  aeeing  die  ferment  which  pervaded  the 
Council,  drew  near  to  Napoleon,  and  asid,  "  Well  I  your  situation 
here  is  an  nnpleaaant  one.*' — **  Bemember  Arcolal**  replied  Bona- 
parte ;  "  matters  were  much  more  desperate  tiiere.  In  half  an  hom-, 
everything  will  take  a  different  turn."  The  moment  atppeared,  indeed, 
to  be  critical.  The  unanimity  of  tbe  Assembly  was  such  that  no 
Deputy,  not  even  Lucien,  durst  refuse  the  proposed  oath.  Many 
added  intlamniatory  speeches,  intended  for  the  ears  of  the  soldiers, 
speaking  of  Civsar,  and  Croimvell,  and  a  military  Dictator.  Those 
who  had  been  the  most  decided  for  a  change  began  to  waver,  and  the 
timid  became  zealous  for  the  Constitution.  Napoleon  saw  that  if  he 
ddayed,  he  would  be  inevitably  lost.  He  hastily  creased  the  Saloon 
of  Mais,  and  entering  the  Coondl  of  Ancienta,  fellowed  by  two  or 
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three  of  his  officen,  placed  himself  at  the  bar,  opponte  to  the 
Preaident  "  RepresentatiTM  of  the  People/'  aaid  lie,  **you  arc  here 
in  no  ordinary  drcumstanoes.  You  stand  on  a  volcano !  The 
Republic  no  longer  possesses  a  government.  Factions  are  busy, 
and  tlie  hour  of  dcdsion  is  come.  I  was  living  in  ]irivacy  with  my 
family,  when  you  called  nie  to  arms.  1  instantly  collected  around  me 
my  brave  comrades,  and  we  have  flown  to  your  succour.  Our  zeal 
is  rewarded  with  calumny:  they  talk  of  Cossar,  of  Cromwell,  of 
taSBlMry  despotism.  Had  I  desired  to  usurp  the  supreme  maShonty, 
I  Bught  hare  dome  so  upon  the  call  of  my  fUlov-ciiiseiis  tad  mMierB, 
after  our  trivm^  in  Italy;  hot  I  swear  to  yon,  Bepresentatxfea  of 
the  People,  that  the  country  has  no  more  lealoos  defender  than 
myaeE  It  la  to  yim  that  we  nniat  look  fn  wdity.  The  Conndl  of 
Five  TTundred  is  divided  and  influenced  hy  agitators  and  turbiilent 
men,  who  would  bring  back  the  revolutionary  tribunals,  and  who 
arc  even  now  sending  out  emissaries  to  instigate  Paris  to  revolt.  But 
fear  not  these  criminal  projects ;  sxirrounded  by  my  brethren  in  arms 
I  shall  find  means  to  protect  you  from  violence.  And  you,  brave 
grenailiersi,  whoso  caps  I  observe  at  the  doors  of  this  hall,  whom  I 
have  80  often  led  to  \ictory  against  banded  kings — I,  who  am  now 
aocused  of  being  hostile  to  liberty — say,  did  I  ever  break  my  word, 
when  in  the  camp,  in  die  midst  of  privations,  I  promised  you  victory 
and  plenty,  and  when  I  led  yon  firom  conqneat  to  cmqucat?  Say, 
was  it  Ibr  my  own  i^ggiandiaeinent?'* 

Napoleon,  thov^h  animated,  was  still  perfectly  coUeetod.  He  spoke, 
however,  with  unwonted  cneigy;  and  the  grenadiers,  waving  their 
caps  end  hnndishing  their  arms  in  the  air,  with  one  accord  testified 
their  assent  to  all  he  had  urged.  "  I  desire  nothing  for  myself," 
he  resumed,  "  but  that  you  would  save  the  Republic ;  and  not  hazard 
the  loss  of  those  advantages  for  which  we  have  made  such  great 

sacrifices  —  T>ibcrty   and    E(iuality"  "And   the  Constitution," 

exclaimed  Linglct,  a  democratic  member.  "  Swear  ^-ith  us,  (icneral, 
obedience  to  the  Constitution  of  the  year  Three,  which  alone  can  save 
tlie  Kopublic." 

This  proposition  took  the  Council  by  surprise,  and  diieonoerted 
Napoleon  himself;  he  presently  reoovoed  himfiel^  however,  and 
replied:  "The  Constitation  of  the  year  Three?  you  have  it  no  longer.  • 
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You  yialited  it  on  ihe  18^  of  IVacddor,  when  the  government 
infrmged  the  rights  of  the  Legiilatrre  body;  ynu  viohited  it  on  the 
30th  of  Frairial,  in  the  year  Seren,  when  the  Legislative  body  struck 
at  the  independence  of  the  government ;  j'ou  violated  it  on  tlio  22nd 
of  Floreal,  when,  hy  a  sacrilegions  decree,  the  government  and  the 
Legislative  body  invaded  tlie  sovereignty  of  the  people,  by  annulling 
their  elections,  llie  Constitution  is  a  mockery,  invoked  by  all  parties, 
and  disregarded  by  all  in  turn.  It  can  no  longer  afford  safety  to  any, 
for  it  has  lost  the  respect  of  all.  The  Constitution  being  violated,  > 
there  mmt  be  a  new  compact,  new  guanateee.** 

Many  memben  raee.on  die  comclmioa  of  Hum  iddnM,  to  indicate 
diflir  i^piobalian.  Comudet  and  Begmer  wpoki  hk  fuppoft  of  the 
Genenl*a  mertiani;  but  then  were  othen  n^io  bentated  not  to 
denounce  Napoleon  as  die  only  oontpirator  igainit  public  liberty. 
Some  invited  him  to  enter  into  details  as  to  the  conspirades  to  which 
be  had  alluded ;  others  shouted  for  the  appointment  of  a  general 
committee  to  deliberate  on  the  state  of  the  country.  Bonaparte 
briefly  informed  the  Council  of  the  oflfers  %vhich  had  been  made  by  | 
Barras  and  others,  to  put  him  at  the  head  of  a  party,  and  invest  him  ' 
mth  the  sovereign  power  of  the  State ;  and  that  all  parties  agreed  in 
despising  the  Constitution  of  the  year  Three. 

At  tliis  moment  he  was  informed  that  the  Apjtel  Nomimd  was 
terminated  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  and  that  the  members 
wen  endeavDiiring  to  force  die  mrendent  to  put  die  ondawxy  of  his 
bnrther  to  the  voCe.  After  mattering  a  ftw  indistinet  wordSf  Napo> 
leon  turned  shaipfy  round,  and  exdainunfl^  "Let  aU  wbo  lore  me 
feUow  me,**  quitted  die  ball.  He  was  receiTed  by  die  soldiers  in 
die  couxC-yard  with  reiterated  cries     "Vive  Bonaparte  I**  But  be  i 
was  now  perceptibly  agitated.    The  storm  in  the  Council  of  Five  \ 
Hundred  was  at  its  height,  and  the  General**  partisans  there,     •  < 
although  numerous,  were  overawed  and  wavering.     Yet,  however  : 
uncertain  the  result  of  the  day,  there  was  no  retreat,    llie  last  stake  | 
must  jx  r force  be  ventured,  and  a  few  hours  more  would  decide     .  ' 
whether  Napoleon    should    sleep   next  day    in   the  palace  of  tho  I 
Luxembourg,  or  finish  his  career  in  the  Place  ilc  In  Ittndiition.  \  j 

ITie  Council  was  discussing  the  legality  of  liarra-s's  re>ignation,  the  •  ' 
notification  of  which  had  just  been  read  from  the  chair,  wheq  the  ! 


L  yi.  .-  jd  by  Google 


NAPOLSOK   IN  DAMOBR. 


plumed  lurtv  cxf  generab  and  aidei-de-camp,  the  mpt  of  grmtn^m, 

drawn  sabres,  and  brirtliiig  bayonets,  became  visible  at  the  entrance  of 
the  chamber.  Napoleon,  leaving  the  soldiers  at  the  door,  advanoed 
alone,  and  uncoveied,  about  half  way  np  the  room,  when  two  or  three 
himdrcd  members  rose  simultaneously,  amid  vociferations  of  "  Death 
to  the  IVant!"  "  Down  with  the  Dictator!"  "  Outlaw  the  new 
Cromwell!  —  the  Traitor!"  Bonaparte  attempted  to  speak;  but  his 
words  died  away  amid  the  universal  uproar.  Several  members 
advanced  to  ncizc  him ;  and  one,  catching  his  arm,  exclaimed, 
"  Madman!  you  pzeAme  die  aaiietaary  of  die  kwil— Wilikdnnrl'* 
At  lihis  KUtant,  lonie  of  the  grenadiers,  fearing  for  the  aafetf  of  their 
dnef,  nahed  Ibrwaid,  overthrowing  all  diat  opposed  their  passage, 
amoonded  Napoleon,  and  forced  him  out  <tf  the  diamber.  In  the 
atmggle,  a  addier  named  'Okomli  receifed  a  dagger-Amat;  aimed,  it 
is  said,  at  the  breartof  Napoleon,  by  Arena,  a  deputy  fiom  Conica. 

Napoleon's  nerves,  itiang  as  they  generally  were,  seemed  com- 
pletely shaken  by  the  unexpected  treatment  he  had  experienced.  He 
Staggered  aa  he  descended  the  steps  of  the  hall  to  the  oonrt-yard;  and 
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waa  Mnceily  ablt  to  apeak.  In  broken  words,  ke  aaid  to  those  near 
him :  "  I  was  about  to  point  out  to  them  the  mcana  of  aaving  the 

Republic,  and  restoring  the  national  glory.  Tliey  have  answered  me 
with  daggers.    What  Bu»e  oould  the  Allied  Kinga — could  England 

— have  done 

In  the  Council,  the  rage  and  commotion  of  the  ISfembers  increased 
on  the  withdrawal  of  Napoleon.  Lucien  endeavoui-cd  to  calm  them, 
but  hu  w  as  interrupted  by  loud  cries  for  a  sentence  of  outlawry  against 
his  brother.  He  has  tarnished  his  glory !"  "  He  it  an  enemy  to 
die  BepabEc  V  irith  omilar  and  more  vblent  ezdamationi,  were  all 
that  could  be  diadngniahed  in  ihe  aaaembly,  and  dilapprobation 
aeemed  to  be  untmaal.  The  Firerident  quitted  ike  dudr,  and  anc- 
ceeded  in  readiing  the  tiibane.  "  Yon  wiak  m^"  ke  aaid*  **  to  put 
to  tke  vote  a  aentenoe  of  ondawry  against  my  BroAer,  tke  aaviour  of 
kil  country,  whose  vcr}-  name  makes  kings  tremble?''  But  all  appeals 
were  vain.  Finding,  after  several  incfrt  ctual  attempts,  that  he  could 
not  obtain  a  hearing^,  he  threw  off  his  hat,  robe,  and  scarf  of  ofRce,  and 
descended  the  tribune  to  <juit  the  hall,  w  hence  he  was  bonie  in  saiety 
by  a  body  of  grenadiers,  sent  in  for  that  purpose  by  Napoleon. 

Matters  were  now  come  to  extremity  on  each  side.    The  Council 
was  without  a  President,  and  the  members  were  all  too  greatly  agitated 
to  be  ci^ble  of  acting  with  tke  cdnmeiaanddecinoawkiektkeeiida 
demanded.  Luden,  on  gaining  tke  cour^  Inatandy  mounted  on  kon^ 
back,  amid  the  ckeera  of  tke  aoldiers»  and  ezdaimed,  in  kia  deep,  i 
powerfiilToioe:  **  General,  and  yon,  Soldiera  of  France!  theFMdent 
of  the  Council  of  live  Hundred  proclaims  to  you  that  factiouB  men, 
with  drawn  daggera,  have  interrupted  the  deliberations  of  the  Assem- 
bly: he  calls  upon  you  to  employ  force  against  the  disturbers.— The  j 
Council  of  Five  Hundred  is  dii»olved !"    Napoleon,  who  had  become  ' 
reassured,  now  in  his  turn  harangued  the  troops :  "  Soldiers ! "  he 
cried,  "  I  have  often  led  you  to  victory:  can  I  rely  on  you?"  He 
was  answered  with  shouts  of  "  \'ive  Bonaparte ! "    There  was  .some 
hesitation,  however,  among  the  grenadiers,  when  they  perceived  that 
they  were  required  to  act  against  the  National  KepreseuUilives. 
Lucien  obaenring  this,  unsheathed  his  sword,  and  called  ou^  "  I  swear 
to  pierce  tke  bosom  of  my  own  Brother,  if  ever  ke  entertain  a  tkought 
injurbua  to  tke  libertiea  of  IVenckmen."  Benewed  ehonia  rent  tke 
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air;  and,  at  a  signal  from  Napoleon,  Murat,  at  the  head  of  a  detach- 
ment m  ch>se  column,  with  fixed  bayoneto,  entered  the  hall.  Cries  of 
fear  now  became  mingled  with  vociferations  and  screams  of  "  ^ive  la 
Repiibliqup  Sonic  of  the  Deputies  at  once  qxiittcd  the  hall;  but 
others  remained  firm,  and  continued  to  vent  their  imlignation  against 
this  military  intrusion.  Their  clamour  w;is  at  length  drowned  by  the 
drums,  beating  the  charge.  As  the  bayonets  advanced,  occupying  tlie 
whole  width  of  the  chamber,  the  most  resolute  members  became 
alarmed,  and,  tearing  off  thdr  gowns,  scarfe,  and  hata,  made  Adr 
escape  through  the  windowi.   It  was  proposed  to  Napdeon  at  diit 


moment,  that  the  fugitives  should  be  fired  upon  as  they  fled  through 
the  gardens  ;  but  to  this  dast;u-dly  request,  he  replied  by  enjoining 
the  soldiers  to  romiuit  no  excesses.  "  It  is  my  wish,"  he  said,  "  that 
not  oue  drop  of  blood  may  be  shed.'* 

About  a  hundred  of  the  members,  known  to  be  favourable  to 
Bonaparte,  aad  who  bad  aon^  refuge  in  the  courts  and  gattflnflt 
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of  the  palace,  were  now  collected  by  Lucien ;  and  they  proccctlcd  in 
a  body  to  the  Council  of  Ancients,  which  had  witnessed  the  expukkm 
of  the  Five  Hundred  with  great  uneasiness.  The  explanations  given 
by  Lucien,  although  full  of  exaggeration,  and  containing  statements 
which  all  wlio  heard  him  must  have  known  to  bo  untrue,  were  ' 
received  as  satisfactory ;  and,  eventually,  it  was  decided  to  appoint  two 
committees  of  twenty-five  members  each,  to  represent  the  Councils 
provisionally,  report  upon  the  state  of  the  Republic,  and  prepare  a 
tdvil  code.  Tlie  Couitdls  were  to  be  idjoonied  to  die'ltt  of  the 
iblkmiiig  Ventoee  (I9th'  of  February  ),  and  Sieyes,  Ducoe,  and  Napo- 
leon inTOflted,  aa  Conrali,  widi  die  executnre  power  of  the  Bepnblic 
The  buameia  doted  with  a  vote  of  thanka  to  tihe  troopa  £xr  the  hapi^f 
inae  of  Ihe  di^.  Thiia  the  Conatitiilion  of  the  year  Three,  which 
had  been  establuhed  by  the  arms  of  Napoleon,  on  the  day  of  the 
SectioDs  in  1795,  now,  (lOlh  November,  1799,)  through  the  aane 
arms,  ceased  to  exist. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  Brumairc,  the  Pro- 
visional Consuls  repaired  to  the  Orangery,  where  amid  scattered  j 
fragments  of  the  ofHcial  robes  of  the  Five  Hundred,  a  spiritless  ' 
remnant  of  the  two  Councils,  reduced,  Bourriennc  says,  to  about  i 
thirty  members,  proceeded,  by  a  mockery  of  legal  forms,  to  invest 
the  new  government  with  its  authori^.    Lucien,  who  preaided, 
ddiv«red  the  ibUowing  addreai: — *'Citisen  Consuls !  The  greatest 
people  on  earth  entrusts  its  fiite  to  you.  .  .  The  welbre  of  thirty 
milUons  of  men,  internal  quiet^  the  wants  of  tike  national  armies 
peace, — such  are  to  be  your  cares.   Doubtlesa,  courage  and  devotion 
to  your  duties  are  requisite  fixr  die  due  perfiurmanoe  of  such  important 
functions :  but  the  confidence  of  our  people  and  warriors  is  with  you ; 
and  the  Legislative  body  is  assured  that  yoiur  hearts  are  wholly  with 
the  Country.     rreviously  to  adjourning  we  have  taken  the  oath, 
which  you  will  repeat  in  the  midst  of  \is — the  sacred  oath  of  fidelity 
to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  People,  to  the  French  Kepublic,  one  and 
indivisible,  to  Liberty,    E(|uality,  and  the  representative  system." 
This  nocturnal  scene  is  said  to  have  been  of  the  most  gloomy  cha- 
racter.   The  hall  was  full  of  overturned  benches.    The  President's 
desk  was  near  the  middle,  with  its  back  against  the  bare  wall ;  a  little 
in  advance  of  which  was  a  taUe  and  two  chaira  fi»  the  secretaiiea.  A 
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few  oaiidles  were  dispersed  about  the  vast  arched  chamber,  but  there 
bcinc^  no  chandelier  or  lamp,  the  light  was  p^hastly  and  dung60ll>like  | 
v-liile  on  three  benches,  wliicla  had  been  adjusted  for  the  occasion, 
reclined  a  few  Deputies,  pale,  cold,  and  haggard ;  and  severid  ladceyi 
waited  in  the  background  to  accomjKuiy  their  masters  to  Paris. 

By  three  the  oaths  were  administered,  and  Napoleon,  who  had 
taken  no  refreshment  during  the  day,  and  who,  indeed,  seemed 
insensible  to  physical  wants  in  seasons  of  energetic  action,  was  in  his 
carriage,  and  on  liM  msy  to  lepow  for  the  hit  time  in  hii  hmnUe 
reridenc^  in  tibe  JSm  de  la  Fktoire,  At  dawn  die  walls  of  Fmm 
were  placarded  with  the  fisUowing  prodamation,  whidi  dniing  the 
preceding  night  had  been  read  In  the  streeta  by  tocdilight:— 
"Citiaenal  On  my  retnni  to  Boia  I  feond  discord  pervading  every 
department  of  government,  and  diia  single  tmlli  abne  nnanimonsly 
agreed  on — *  that  the  Constitution  was  half  deatroyed,  and  no  longer 
capable  of  maintaining  our  hbertaea.'  Every  party  by  toma  applied 
to  me,  disclosed  to  me  its  designs,  and  solicited  my  support.  I 
refused  to  become  the  head  of  any  faction.  The  Council  of  Ancients 
called  on  me :  I  answered  the  appeal.  A  plan  for  a  general  reform 
had  been  devised  by  men,  in  whom  the  nation  is  accustomed  to 
behold  the  defenders  of  Liberty,  EquaUty,  and  Property.  This 
plan  demanded  calm,  free,  and  impartial  examination,  unfettered  by 
influence  or  jfear.  The  Council  of  Amaents,  dierefin^  determined 
upon  the  removal  (tf  the  Legislative  body  to  St  dcnid;  and  entmsled 
me  widi  the  disposal  of  the  finoe  neceasary  iox  the  maintenance  of 
its  independence.  I  deemed  it  due  to  our  feUow-citiaena,  to  the 
addiers  who  arc  laying  down  their  Hvea  in  our  ranka,  and  tiie  ^ry 
purchased  by  their  blood,  to  accept  the  command*  The  Councils 
met  at  St.  Cloud;  the  troops  of  the  Republic  guaranteed  safety 
without :  but  assassins  spread  terror  within.  Several  Deputies  of  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred,  armed  with  daggers  and  pistols,  threatened 
death  to  their  companions.  Tlic  plans  which  were  to  have  been 
brought  forward  were  withheld,  the  majority  of  the  assembly  was 
disorganized,  the  most  intiepid  orators  were  disconcerted,  and  the 
fhtili^  of  any  sober  proposition  became  but  too  evident. 

"Indignant and  grieved,  I  hastened  to  the  Council  of  Andenta^  and 
entreated  it  to  allow  me  to  carry  its  designs  for  the  public  good  into 
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execution.  I  urged  the  mufbrtunes  of  the  Countrjr  which  had  sug- 
gested them.  ITie  Council  seconded  my  views,  by  new  testimony  of 
unabated  confidence,  I  then  offered  myself  to  the  Chamber  of  Five 
Tlundrcd  —  alone,  unarmed,  my  head  uncovered,  as  I  had  been 
received  by  the  Ancients,  with  so  niudi  approbation.  Instantly  the 
daggers  which  had  menjiced  the  deputies,  were  raised  against  tiieir 
defender.  Twenty  assassins  rushed  upon  me,  aiming  at  my  breast. 
The  grenadiers  of  the  Legislative  guard  whom  I  had  left  at  the  door 
of  Ae  duouber,  hMtQy  intarpoMd  between  these  ranrderen  and 
myself.  One  of  these  hnre  leOowt  (Ihoin^)  received  a  throat  from 
a  poniard  which  j^erced  throog^  bia  dodua.  .  .  They  then  ctowded 
roand  die  F^dent^  threatening  him,  with  aima  in  their  handa.  I 
gave  diradioBa  tot  wwcwing  him  firam  their  finy*  and  ten  grenadien 
of  the  Legishitive  body  charged  into  the  chamber,  and  cleared  it. 
The  factious  parties,  intimidated,  dispersed  and  fled.  The  majority, 
relieved  from  their  violence,  returned  freely  and  peaceably  into  the 
chamber,  listened  to  the  proposals  made  to  them,  and  on  due  deliber- 
ation, framed  the  wliolesome  resolutions  wliich  are  about  to  become 
the  new  and  provisional  law  of  the  Republic.  Frenchmen  !  you  will 
doubtless  recognise  in  my  conduct  the  zeal  of  a  soldier  of  Libertv,  of 
a  citizen  devoted  to  the  liepublic.  The  principles  on  which  preser- 
vation, protecdon,  and  fiberality  depend,  are  restored  to  their  due 
preponderance  by  the  dispersion  of  those  fU^on  men  who  tyrannise 
over  die  Coondla,  and  who^  dioagh  diey  hun  been  prevented  fiom 
becoming  the  moat  odkms,  are  nevertheless  the  most  wretched  of 
men." 

This  proclamation  was  oftworthy  of  Napoleon.    The  ineflicSency 

and  venality  of  tlie  government  he  had  overthrown,  the  state  of 
political  parties,  and  the  disorganization  of  the  whole  country, 
sufiiciently  justified  his  conduct,  or  it  was  incap.ible  of  justification. 
The  misrepresentation  and  falhchood  to  which  he  had  recourse, 
respecting  the  violence  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  were  calcu- 
lated only  to  injure  him  in  public  estimation,  to  justify  tiie  fiuthlessness 
of  time-aerving  friends,  and  to  afford  a  strong  vantage-ground  to  his 
enemiea,  when  the  fever  and  panic  of  the  moment  ahonld  have  passed 
awigr.  Long  afterwards  he  aet  the  matter  in  ila  true  light,  when  he 
said  to  Laa  Cases; — ''Meti^hyaiGiana  have  diaputed,  and  will  long 
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dispute,  wiuihcr  in  these  proceedings  the  laws  were  not  criminally 
violatotl :  but  such  rcasoninpfs  are  mere  abstractions,  fit  only  for  books 
and  tribunes,  and  of  no  weight  in  cases  of  imperious  necessity.  A 
sailor  might  as  well  be  lilanicd  for  waste  and  destruction  when  he 
cuts  away  liis  niiu^ts  to  avoid  shipwreck.  The  fact  is  that,  had  it 
not  been  for  me,  the  country  must  have  been  lost,  and  I  saved  it. 
The  authors  and  instruments  of  that  memorable  change,  instead  of 
denials  or  jiistificatiops>  hx^  a  right  to  answer  ibrar  aoauert 
proudly,  like  the  Bonum  hero,— 'We  protest  Aat  We  have  saved 
oar  coiaiitr7:  ccnne  widi  us,  and  retnm  thanks  to  the  gods."* 


CHAPTER  X. 


l>ROVI8IONAL  CONSULATE  —  KSrORMS  —  CONKTITUTION  OF  THK  VBAB  ElUHT 
— MBW  CONIOLATS— rAOIVtOATIOn  OV  LA  VCMOBB— LnTSB  TO  TRB  KIWO 
or  mOUkMD— BMKAMV  TO  raoailA— ^ttS  BMrSMB  rAOI«— TBI  LOXBM* 
MVM.  1799. 

OT  P  as  wore  die  complaints  of  the  defeated 
Jacublns  against  what  thoy  railed  the  usur- 
pation of  Napoleon,  the  great  Ixjdy  of  the 
French  pi-ople  did  not  fail  to  rejjard  the 
chanj^c  of  government  as  a  national  bless- 
ing. All  parties  were  disguated  with  the 
iucapadty  of  the  Difodon,  and  with  die 
iniecurilj  of  life  and  propeity  wtdi  whidi 
the  M-called  Beign  of  liberly  had  been 
marked  duoughoat  All  were  ■nadooa  Ibr  die  re-fatahliahmfnif,  of 
tranquillitf ;  and  thu,  it  had  been  fully  proved,  oooM  only  be  obtained 
under  a  government  ponearin?  MifTident  vigour  to  make  its  inflnrnce 
felt  and  reipected.  General  Bonaparte  had  the  confidence  of  the 
nation  In  a  greater  degree  than  any  man  of  the  time.  He  had 
rendrr('<l  important  services  to  the  country' ;  was  a  man  of  no  faction ; 
had  never  coinpronitNed  himself  by  any  mean  or  unworthy  act  to 
M  (  urc  p<  r-r.rial  w(  allb  or  ai;l^ran^li^^•^lCIlt  ;  had  not  pidilidy  exhibited 
that  iunliition  whiih  rt  ally  actuated  him;  and  had  Iwen  jKculiarly 
modest  and  conciliating  in  his  deportment,  freely  sharing  the  glory  of 
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his  actions  -with,  those  who  had  assisted  to  achieve  them;  and  dis- 
plapng  upon  all  occasions  an  earnest  alacrity  to  do  justice  to  the 
talents,  and  to  advance  the  fortunes,  of  such  as  distinguished  them- 
selves in  the  /lischargc  of  their  duty.    On  him,  therefore,  rested  the 


hopes  of  France  after  the  revolution  which  had  just  been  effected. 
His  colleagues  in  the  consulate,  as  having  formed  part  of  the  displaced 
and  despised  Directory,  were  men  of  comparatively  little  weight. 

Siey^s  had  expected  that  Napoleon's  attention  would  be  exclusively 
devoted  to  military  affairs,  and  that  on  other  business  his  own  opinion 
would  have  governed  that  of  the  General,  as  well  as  of  Roger  Ducos, 
who  had  hitherto  voted  with  him  in  all  things.     He  confidently* 
anticipated,  therefore,  that  the  post  of  Chief  Consul  would  be  willingly 
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conceded  to  him  i  and  that  his  political  spoculntions  would  hare  been 
adopted,  without  question,  in  framing  the  Constitution  which  the 
Consuls,  in  conjunction  with  the  Committees  of  the  two  Legislative 
Councils,  had  been  charged  to  prepare.  He  M  as  soon  undeceived  in 
his  expectations.  Napoleon,  on  entering  the  council-room  at  the 
Luxembourg,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  November,  seated 
himself  at  once  in  the  only  armed-chair  at  the  table.  The  Abb^ 
immediately  introduced  the  question  of  the  pretidency;  and  was 
amiwiered  bj  Dnoot,  nbo  wnd  tliat  Bonapwte  wm  alretdy  in  the 
chair,  which  bebnged  to  him  of  and  Aat  it  was  tbeidbra 

aselesB  to  waste  time  in  Toting  npon  the  question,  adding,  that  the 
Genenl  alone  was  aUe  to  save  France,  and  that  he  weald  cordial]^ 
suiiport  and  oe-opcrate  with  him.  ffi^te  was  cxoeedini^y  moitiied. 


but  was  compelli'd  to  submit.  In  the  discussion  that  followed,  the 
a^<  cl  politician  waw  perfectly  astonished  to  find,  that  instead  of  one 
whose  knowledge  was  routined  to  the  details  of  war  and  the  direction 
of  annies,  he  had  in  Napoleon  a  coadjutor,  with  settled  opinions  on 
matlen  of  national  policy,  jfinance,  jurisprudenoc,  diplomacy,  and 
every  branch  of  dnl  adminutration ;  that  be  was  able  to  support  bis 
^tiewB  with  arguments  at  onoe  dear  and  oondse ;  and  that  it  would  be 
dificnlt  to  divert  him  fiem  any  purpose  which  he  conceived  necessary 
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to  be  carried  into  execution; — in  short,  that  Napoleon  was  capable  of 
governing  independently,  and  was  little  disposed  to  brouk  the  inter- 
ference of  others  in  matters  which  might  involve  the  future  destinies 
of  die  conntry.  Sicy^  appean  to  have  amved  it  oondiuioii,  £rom 
die  tone  of  diis  fint  meetrng*  dwt  no  interest  in  die  B^uUic  could 
hencefi>nrard  compete  with  that  of  Napoleon,  and  that  the  Bevoludoo 
WIS  ended.  On  tetnzning  home  in  die  e?edng,  he  nid  to  dioae 
with  whom  he  had  acted  in  concerting  meafures  fiv  die  18th  of 
J&romaire— 'Talleyrand,  Boulay,  Bosderer,  and  others,— "Gende* 
men,  wc  have  a  Master :  Bontperte  can  and  will  do  everything 
himself.  But,"  he  added,  after  a  pause,  '*  in  the  deplorable  situation 
of  France,  it  is  better  to  submit  than  to  protract  dissensions  which 
must  end  in  utter  ruin."  The  opposition  of  the  old  man  might 
probably  liave  been  more  formidable,  but  that  Napoleon  had  already 
found  means  to  propiliate  liim.  Sieyes  loved  money  above  all  things. 
"He  had,"  says  Dc  Bourrienne,  "'give  me  money'  written  in  his 
fiuse.  Tot  due  idol  he  would  taaifioe  twtf  cdier  conridendon; 
even  his  ftvoorite  notion  of  a  perfect  Comtitudon  nug^  be  kept  in 
aibeyenoe  tax  a  ronnd  nun.** 

Hie  fint  dtdng  of  die  Comrab  infBced  to  derelope  die  extent  of 
his  aTarice,  and  of  die  venali^  and  firandnlent  embesdemento  of  die 
Directorial  goveniment.  As  soon  as  they  bad  settled  the  presidency, 
SieySs  drew  the  attention  of  Napoleon  to  a  sort  of  cabinet  in  the 
apartment,  and  with  great  mystery  informed  him  that  it  contained 
eight  hundi-ed  thousand  francs  (upwards  of  thirtj^-tlircc  thousand 
pounds).  "  The  Directory,"  said  the  Abbe,  "  contemplating  the 
possibility  of  its  retiring  members  being  penniless  on  returning  to 
their  families,  created  in  this  chest  a  resource  against  such  a  calamity. 
Every  Director,  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  was  entitled 
to  draw  dierefirom  a  good  sum.  The  Directory  being  abolished,  it 
remains  ibr  ns  to  dii^ose  <tf  die  reinainder.'*'->'<If  it  comes  to  my 
knowledge,"  relied  Nq^leon,  laugliing,  '*die  sum  shall  go  to  the 
poblic  txeasnxy;  but,  as  I  know  nothing  c£  it  yet,  yon  and  Dncos, 
being  old  Directors,  can  divide  it  between  yon*  Make  haste, 
however,  or  to-mcmow  may  be  too  late.**  There  was  no  time  lost. 
Sieyds  undertook  the  division,  which  he  performed  in  much  the  same 
way  as  the  lion  divided  the  spoil  in  die  £d>le.  He  made  fi>ar  loto^ 
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one  of  which  he  took  as  eldest  Director,  another  because  he  imt  to 
have  continued  in  office  longer  than  his  coUcagnc;  and  a  third  because 
he  had  suggested  the  happy  change  which  had  placet!  the  amount 
in  their  hands.  Ducos  vcr>'  reasonably  murmured  at  receiving  only 
a  fourtli  of  the  plunder,  and  appealed  to  Napoleon  for  his  decision 
on  the  subject;  but  the  General  refused  to  interfere,  and  told  them 
that  if  the  matter  came  to  his  ears  officially,  he  should  not  hesitate  to 
Buko  them  vefimd  die  whole.  It  eeeniB  searcelj  credible,  that  while 
dus  VM  pnriiig,  the  whole  daipoeable  sum  in  die  poUic  treemry  was 
twdye  hundred  fimoB  (fi%  pounds);  and  Bonaparte,  on  Uie  seoood 
d«f  of  die  consulate,  was  oUiged  to  apply  lor  a  loan  befixie  he  oonld 
despatch  a  cornier  to  die  Commander  of  die  Army  of  Italy. 

The  new  govenunent  oommenoed  its  operations  by  the  formation 
of  an  efficient  ministry.   Almost  every  office  was  found  to  be  in  the  j 
possession  of  men  utterly  ignorant  of  their  duties,  and  desirous  only  | 
of  realizing  money  by  situations  to  which  they  had  been  appointed 
,     for  gold.     Dubois  de  Crance,  the  Minister  at  War,  was  unable  to 
'     furnish  a  single  report  on  the  state  of  the  army.    Many  corps  had 
j     been  formed  in  the  provinces,  of  which  the  exbtence  was  imknown     I  ' 
I     to  the  Minister.    He  was  asked  for  an  account  of  the  pay.   **  We     ^  i 
I    don't  pay  the  army,**  was  the  reply.  "  Famish,  dien,  die  retoms  of 
die  Yictoalfing-office."— **  It  is  out  of  onr  depaitment*'— ^  Well,  the  ! 
dodung?**—- **  We  do  not  dodie  die  troops.**  Ihe  pay,  it  i^peared,  | 
,    was  obtainedhyaatidpating  die  treasury;  and  dodiing  and  s^  |  i 

I     by  means  of  requisitions,  or  forced  bus,  dunged  upon  the  property  i 
j     d  the  people  on  the  credit  if  future  assessments,  the  War -office  j 
ezerciBing  no  kind  of  control,  as  to  amount  or  distribution.    Bcrthicr,  ' 
who  as  chief  of  Napoleon's  staff,  had  been  long  accustomed  to 
regularity  and  economy,  superseded  De  Cranc<^*,  and  immediately  j 
took  measures  for  obtaining  all  the  necessary  information  towards  i 
j     re-establishing  order.    Gaudin,  a  man  of  inflexible  probity,  was 
I     I     appointed  Minister  of  Finance.    He  found  the  treasury  empty,  the 
j    government  without  credit,  the  revenues  anticipated,  and  die  rale  t 
I    of  interest  fixed  at  six  per  cent  His  first  step  was  to  put  an  end  to 
I    die  compulsory  loani^  whidi  operated  iigurioasfy  npom  every  species 
of  property,  **  impoveiishing  die  weaUhy,  preventing  die  poor  item 
growing  ridier,  and  drying  np  all  souroes  of  puUie  income."  Gaodia 
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j  would  not  sleep  a  single  night  after  the  portfolio  had  been  entrusted 
to  him  till  he  had  di-awn  up  and  submitted  to  the  Consuls  an  act  to 
rppoal  and  remedy  this  mischievous  law.  Cambaccres  retained  the 
Administration  of  Justice,  Fouclie  the  Police,  and  Reinhard  the 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs.  La  Place,  the  great  geometrician,  was 
appointed  ^Minister  of  the  Interior ;  but  he  soon  proved  inadequate  to 
the  post,  and  was  superseded.  "  It  seemed  as  if  his  philosophic  mind, 
fbnned  to  comprdiend  lihe  tystem  of  ihe  imrreine^  and  to  interpret 
ihe  hwa  ct  nature,  eonld  not  atoop  to  the  laboma  of  detail^  nor  upplj 
b»  powera  to  tlie  carea  of  hnman  legidatioin.*'  He  aonght  finr  meta- 
phyagcal  aoblletiea  in  ererylihing;  looiked  at  erery-  qneatioii  aa  a 
problem ;  and  carried  the  doctrine  of  the  infinite  divisibili^  of  matter 
into  the  businesB  of  the  State.  A  more  suitable  office  was  assigned 
to  Monge — ^the  definilitre  oi^pnisation  of  the  Polytechnic  School,  then 
in  its  infancy,  but  since  rendered  one  of  the  moat  celebrated,  if  not 
the  most  useful,  institutions  in  the  world. 

The  law  of  Hostages,  which  had  been  passed  in  the  preceding 
July,  and  which  was  both  cruel  and  unreasonable,  was  repealed. 
The  object  of  this  enactment  was,  to  make  the  relatives  of  emigrants 
answenihle  in  peraon  and  property  fer  all  the  miaRhief  ariamg  from 
the  insnnrecdona  atill  existing  in  La  Vendfo  and  other  deparbnenta. 
Many  thouaanda  of  women,  old  men,  and  hdpleaa  diildrea  had 
been  thua  peraecuted.  Hie  number  of  au£Sarera  ia  atated  to  have 
exceeded  a  hundred  and  fiify  thouaand.  Cotiriers  were  sent  in  every 
direction  to  open  the  priaooa— an  act  of  justice  and  humani^  which 
I  was  hailed  by  all  claaaOB  B8  a  pledge  of  returning  moderation  and 
j  aecurit)'.  The  former  intolerant  laws  against  the  priesthood,  by 
which  those  who  had  taken  tlic  oaths  and  tliose  who  refused  to  submit 
M-ero  alike  subjected  to  prescription,  were  amended.  It  was  laid 
down  as  a  principle  by  Napoleon,  and  this  in  opposition  to  the  pre- 
judices of  his  colleagues,  that  conscience  was  not  amenable  to  the 
laws,  which  could  rightfully  exact  dvil  obedienoe  and  iiddity  only. 
The  firat  atep  waa  to  order  that  all  priests,  who  were  impnaoned  or 
tranaported,  afaould  be  aet  at  Eborty  on  taking  the  oath  of  aUegianoe 
to  the  odating  government.  Upwarda  «tf  twenty  thouaand  dergymen, 
who  had  been  languiahing  in.  exile  or  in  priaon,  were  thua,  within  a 
▼eiy  abort  time,  reatored  to  their  ftmiliea  and  flocka.  The  deeadet. 
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and  the  philosophic  ritual  of  thcophilanthropy  were  abolished,  and  the 
okiuehes  again  devoted  to  Christaaa  wonhip.  The  remains  of  Pope 
Kill  VI.,  who  had  died  at  Valenee,  vhidier  he  had  retired  after  the 
Soman  revoladon,  and  whoae  body  had  been  left  without  sepulture 
IB  tfie  laeriBly  of  the  cadiedral,  were  honoured  with  a  pnblic  funeral, 
edelwated  with  all  die  lolemnities  due  to  his  high  and  holy  office. 
Sereral  noble  emi^ranti,  who  bad  been  ahipwrecked  some  yean 
before  on  the  coast  of  Ranee,  and  who,  by  order  of  tlie  Directory, 
had  been  dragged  from  prison  to  prison  without  bong  bffoug^  to 
trial,  received  their  llherty.  The  men  of  the  second  cmigfration,  and 
those  who  had  fled  ;ifter  the  18th  of  Fructidor,  having  acknow- 
lodged  the  sovercij^nty  of  the  people,  although  enemies  to  jacobinism, 
were  erased  from  tlio  ])ro8cr!ption  list.  This  measure  restored  to 
France,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  their  property  whith  had  not  l)een 
sold,  La  Fayette,  Latour-Maubourg,  Bureau  do  Pusy,  Carnot,  and 
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others.    Sieves  was  greatly  alarmed  at  some  of  these  acts.    "  The 
emigrants,"  said  he,  "will  return  in  crowds.    The  Royalists  will  again  [ 
raise  their  heads,  and  the  Bcpublicans  will  be  massacred."  So  deeply  ! 
was  he  affected  by  the  toror  <ii  secret  plots  and  assassination,  that  he  ' 
once  avoke  Napoleon  at  tliree  o'dodc  in  tihe  moming,  to  mfinrn  hm 
of  MMne  vague  cauj^xticj  yrhaxSk  had  just  been  discoTered  \ij  the 
poEoe.  "  Have  diejr  conrupted  ov  guard?**  asked  Napoleon.  "  No»** 
repEed  SkjiM,   "  Then  go  to  bed,  and  let  them  aUme;**  and  the 
Chief  Consul:  "  in  war,  as  wdl  as  in  love,  we  mnst  come  to  dose  | 
quarten  to  make  an  end  of  it.    It  will  be  time  enough  to  be  alarmed  { 
when  our  sLx  hundred  men  are  attacked."    The  fears  of  the  Abb6  | 
were  unfounded.    The  generosity  exhibited  by  his  colleague  was  a  j 
better  5;afeguard  for  the  government  than  could  have  been  fi)und  in  j 
any  mere  precautionary  measures.  ' 

France,  however,  was  by  no  means  free  from  internal  enemies.  The  I 
inhal)it;uits  of  La  ^'end<^'e  and  Langucdoc,  as  well  as  of  Belgium,  were 
still  in  open  insurrection,  and  continued  to  proclaim  their  resolution  to 
restore  the  thnme  of  die  Boorbons.  Napoleon  opened  negociations 
with  the  leadflfa  of  iheae  bands*  and  at  the  aame  time  directed  against 
them  a  cooaideraUe  uOitaiy  finroe.  Meanwhile,  he  adopted  aerenl 
measures  of  policy  to  tranqniBisB  men'a  minds,  unite  all  portiea  in 
obedience  to  Ihe  lows,  and  settle  the  govemment  upon  a  firm  and 
sstisfiustory  basis.  In  the  first  place,  the  oath  of  hatred  to  royalty  was 
suppressed,  as  being  useless  and  ftctions,  and  contrary  to  the  majesty 
of  the  llqpublic^  which  required  no  such  guarantee  from  its  dliaens.  j 
To  this  measure  there  was  probably  another  incentive :  a  new 
monarchical  oath  of  fidelity  was,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  already 
in  contemplation.  The  anniversary  of  the  death  of  I^uis  XVI.,  "  an 
excellent  person,  but,"  according  to  Napoleon,  "  too  good  and  easy, 
and  wanting  knowledge  to  deal  with  the  world,"  was  aboUshcd;  though 
it  may  be  added,  by  a  mere  rtae  —  the  decree  upon  which  it  was 
finmded  being  one  finr  suppressbg  aU  public  fltes,  oare  only  those  of 
the22ndof  September  and  the  14th  of  July;  the  first,  the  em  of  the 
fimndation  of  the  Bepnblic,  and  die  latter,  that  of  die  establishment  of 
liberty.  The  next  step  was  to  fimn  a  general  Committee  of  die 
Consuls  and  Legislative  Committees,  far  tbe  purpose  of  framing  a 
new  Constitntion,  that  should  remedy  the  evils  of  the  old,  and  prevent 
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tlitiiiMliQgof  tlwtwoCoiincOfoatlie  day  iiz«d  itt  dw  tuneofdMir 
a^^owimmL  The  meedngs  for  this  porpote  occuned  in  the  nonUi 
of  Deoenber,  in  the  apartment  of  Napoleon.  Sicy^s  was  requested 
to  produce  the  Constitution  ho  had  by  him,  and  which  had  been 
gnalfy  extolled  by  his  fiienda  and  admirers.  After  some  hesitation, 
occasioned,  perhaps,  by  a  con^nction  that  many  of  its  fair  proportions 
would  be  frittered  away,  he  produced  a  plan,  hy  which  all  jwwcr 
was  acknowlcdj^cd  to  spring  from  tlic  people,  who  were  not,  however, 
to  exercise  any  power  directly,  but  to  delegate  it  by  a  complicated 
process  to  a  few  of  their  number,  to  be  exercised  at  Iiit  without  any 
regard  to  the  fitaeiB  of  thoie  entmatod  with  it.  Tbme  men  to  ba  i 
tlm  liili  of  notaUaa:  Ae  fint  to  ooBMt  of  a  te^ 
of  eaflb  oonanma»  elaetod  by  <lia  inhalnfeHila;  dtooeeond,  of  a  tBoth 
of  die  ddMna  naawd  in  dw  oonunnnal  Iftrta  of  oadi  departnant;  and 
dw  diiid,  of  a  toath  of  thoae  compriiod  in  the  depaitmental  lists ;  the 
latter,  radooad  to  six  thousand  persons,  to  form  the  national  aotabilily, 
from  among  whom  tlie  public  functionariaa  of  the  State  were  to  be 
chosen.  Hie  defect  of  the  system  was,  as  all  the  officers  of  the 
republic  were  to  be  chosen  from  those  lists,  in  the  order  of  tlieir  pro- 
gression, the  goveniimcnt  would  have  been  prevented  from  employing 
many  individuals  fit  for  ofEce,  merely  because  they  were  not  included 
in  the  nomination;  and  every  five  years  there  was  to  be  a  new 
election.  The  £cprec>cntatirea  were  to  oouiit  of  two  bodiaa:  tba 
LegUlatwe,  or  oooMmtiva  Senate,  wbidi  •hoold  detMnaine  by  baOoC, 
widioot  bfling  penaittod  to  diwoMj  and  a  TW&anole,  wbicb  dKrald 
lepnt  aad  argue  upon  die  lawa  prapooaded  to  it  by  a  CotmeU  9f 
StatMt  aaaad  by  die  gereraaMn^  but  powwing  no  power  to  vela. 
Tbe  aopMme  power  waa  to  be  vested  in  a  Gbaho  Bucroa,  to  be 
chosen  for  life  by  the  ooaaarvatiTe  Sonate,  to  possess  a  reveniia  of 
six  millions  of  francs  per  annum,  and  a  guard  of  three  tliousand  men, 
and  to  reside  in  the  palace  of  N'ersailles.  To  tliis  moc  k  sovereign 
were  foreign  ambassadors  to  be  accredited,  and  from  him  were  all 
French  ministers  to  receive  their  credentials.  All  acts  of  government, 
laws,  and  judiri.d  proceedings  were  to  l)e  in  his  name.  He  was  to 
represent  the  national  glory,  i>ower,  and  dignity;  but  his  iuliueucc 
upon  public  afiairs  was  limited  to  the  appointment  of  two  Coaaoh, 
eae  6r  peace,  aad  tbe  edier  fiir  war,  eatirely  indqpendeat  «f  eacb 
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otHer^  and  suliject  to  remoral  liy  the  Grand  Elector  alone ;  who, 
howerer,  in  his  turn,  was  to  be  ''merged  in  the  eoaservatiye  Senate" 
if  at  any  time  he  should  be  guilty  of  an  arbitrary  exercise  of  power. 

Napoleon  had  tacitly  accedctl  to  the  preceding  portions  of  the 
scheme.     He  probably  cared  nothing  about  tlie  structure  of  the 
representation,  so  long  as  the  substantial  executive  power  was  left 
unrestrained  in  Ids  own  hands ;  by  means  of  wliich  he  well  knew 
that  he  should  be  able  to  neutralize  all  other  influences.    The  pro- 
posal fiff  the  Grand  Zleelor,  however,  piored  Stoyda'  mm.  Hie 
Fint  Gomal  ridienled  to  the  andun-'t  fine  the  metaphysical  abntr- 
dity  of  iSbe  plan  pnpoanded.    "       jaa  cancexre"  he  aaked, 
"that  any  man  of  tibe  least  talent  mr  honoor  would  humble  himaelf 
to  accept  an  office,  llie  duties  of  iridch  are  merefy  to  &tten  like 
a  pig  on  8o  many  i«nK<iiM  «  year  ?   If  your  Grand  Elector  chooae 
to  abuse  his  prerogative,  you  give  him  absolute  power.   He  may 
say,  for  example,  -when  he  appoints  the  Consuls  for  war  and  peace, 
*  If  you  nominate  a  single  minister,  or  sign  a  single  act,  without  my 
previous  approbation,  I  will  remove  you.'    And  then,  what  would  be 
the  situation  of  these  two  prime  ministers — the  one  surrounded  by 
judges,  iinanciers,  and  civilians,  the  other  by  military  men  and 
diplomatiata;  the  latter,  wanting  men  and  money  tat  his  aiuues,  and 
the  former,  refiumg  aU  supplies!   Sndh  a  government 'Would  he 
heterogeneous  and  irrational — the  shadow  of  a  State,  without  die 
consistency  of  one.**  He  added  two  or  three  words  which  decided 
the  qaestaon— ^  /  would  never  oomeaaX  to  be  your  Grand  Sector.'* 

Sicyes  was  unable  to  answer  these  objections,  and  remained  embar- 
rassed and  silent,  while  his  Grand  Elector  and  two  Consuls  were  set 
aside.  The  government  determined  upon  was — that  of  a  First  Consul, 
in  whom  the  sovereign  power  was  to  be  vested,  witli  the  sole  pri'vilege 
of  nominating  to  all  offices,  and  two  subordinate  Consuls,  who  were  to 
be  his  indispensable  count illors,  but  to  have  deHberative  voices  only. 
Napoleon  was  appointed  First  Consul  for  ten  years;  the  office  of 
Second  Consul,  to  continue  also  for  ten  years,  was  offered  to  Siey^; 
Imty  firom  disappointment  and  chagrin  at  finding  his  syilem  rqeded, 
and  a  secondary  part  assigned  to  himself,  he  decMned  the  situation,  and 
eapieased  a  wkh  to  retire  from  pohUe  life;  CamhaoMa  waa,  thereftce^ 
nominated  in  hie  atead;  and  Lehrun,  a  man  of  aterling  abaHtiea  and 
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tried  integ^'ity,  was  chosen  Third  CSonsoI,  to  continne  in  office  far  firv 
yean  only.  The  Ahhi,  in  compensation  for  his  many  ^evious 
services,  had  the  valuable  estate  of  Crosne  voted  to  him,  together  with 
the  dimity  of  a  senator ;  and  lir  thenceforth  disappeared  from  poli- 
tical life,  being,  as  it  was  said,  cllcctually  merged  in  liis  own  tlieories. 
"The  Constitution  of  tlic  year  Eight"  was  published  on  the  liith, 
and  came  into  operation  on  the  24th  of  December,  at  wliich  period. 
Napoleon  afterwards  said,  his  reign  had  really  commenced.  The 
prodamation  bgr  iridch  it  wm  aaBoaiiMd  condadM  u  foUowa;— 
"The  Conatitiilioii  is  fimnded  on  tiie  true  principlea  xepnmatitim 
gormnnmit.;  on  the  aacred  zjghta  of  properly,  equality,  tad  liberty. 
The  powera  it  haa  created  ate  atrong  and  dnnlile,  aa  they  dMmld  be 
to  secure  the  rights  of  citizens,  and  the  interests  of  the  State.  Citizens! 
the  Bevolution,  being  fixed  on  the  principlea  in  which  it  originated, 
u  now  ended!"  That  the  French  people  generally  were  disposed 
to  look  with  a  fiivourable  eye  upon  the  new  government  is  apparent 
from  the  fact,  that  while  four  nnlHons  of  citizens  inscribed  their 
acceptance  of  tlic  Constitution  between  the  date  of  its  pubUcation 
and  cbtablihhment,  only  a  few  names,  and  those  of  known  Jacobins, 
were  registered  as  non-contenta. 

Tbe  tnmblea  in  Tooknue,  in  the  Soodi  of  IVamoe,  and  in  Belgium, 
had  gradually  aubdded,  aa  the  principlea  and  intentiona  of  iStta 
nent  were  developed:  hut  the  Vendteia  and  Chouana  cmitinned  to 
iwMwtiMw  1^  depredatoiy  warftre  in  e^ifteen  departmenta  of  the 
Bepublic.  Many  of  their  chie&,  however,  worn  out  with  the  fruitless 
struggle,  alarmed  by  the  force  aent  against  them,  and  the  vigour  which 
began  to  display  itself  in  every  branch  of  the  public  administration, 
and  dazzled  by  the  reputation  of  Napoleon,  who  began  to  supersede 
the  Bourbons  in  the  affections  of  the  warlike  peasantry  of  the 
disturbed  districts,  now  sued  for  peiice.  Chatillon,  Suzannet,  D'Auti- 
champ,  and  the  Abbt^  Bcrnier,  submitted  at  Montlucou  on  the  17th 
January,  1800.  Bernier  and  Chatillou  attached  themselves  to  the 
First  Consul,  and  the  former  eventually  became  Bishop  of  Qrleana. 
La  Freveby  and  Bouxmont  ahovtly  aftenraida  laid  down  their  anns, 
and  cane  to  "Pm,  Geugea  Cadoudal,  a  peaaant  of  Morfaflian,  the 
moit  eourageeua  and  able  of  die  inanzgent  leaders,  dioae  to  continue 
Ae  war  in  Bntany,  and  the  Count  de  Frott^  in  Nocnian^,  by  which. 
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under  the  pretext  of  political  partisanship,  they  were  enabled  to 
maintain  themselves  and  their  followers,  by  pillapre,  in  a  state  of  the 
grossest  licrnrc.  They  laid  the  rich  under  contribution,  as  purcha- 
sers of  the  national  domains ;  robbed  the  pubhc  conveyances,  imder 
pretence  that  they  carried  the  revenues  of  the  State  ;  atul  plundered 
the  proTincial  banks,  because  they  were  sometimes  employed  in  the 
transactioiifl  of  the  goyeniment  Ym  erery  ipeciefl  of  extortion  they 
had  a  leady  nd  iageinoiui  plea.  At  Uie  •anie  iSmt,  diey  kept  up  a 
conwpondence  widi  the  lilert  inhaUtMiti  of  ihB  capitil,  gamUent 
awindlan^  wpiai,  and  ftloiia,  dnoiigh  vluae  agcocj  they  diq[MMed  of 
thflir  booty,  ndied  fooniita,  and  obtained  isteUiganoo  that  enabled 


them  to  waylay  travellers,  and  render  their  ambuscades  of 
eftek  iMUA  waa  AasOy  aftemtdi  belnyed  by  Guidal,  ihm  oom- 
mandant  at  Alengon,  who  bad  baem  admitted  to  Ua  eoafidenoe;  aiid« 
bang  bnM^tt  to  trial,  waa  ododenined  and  abot  So  little  deairoai^ 
bowerer,  waa  Napoleon  of  eseeoting  men  fiv  political  offnoei^  tbat 
be  oven  granted  a  aupennon  of  tbo  aentenoe  of  IVott<:  thoii|^  it 
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unfortunately  reached  .its  destmation  too  late.  Georges  was  attacked, 
and  hemmed  in  at  Grand-Champ,  where  he  capitulated,  gave  up  his 
arms  and  artillery,  and  promised  obetlienro  to  the  laws  as  a  good 
and  peacealile  subject.  He  solicited  and  obtained  a  private  interview 
with  Napoleon,  wlio  sought,  but  in  vain,  to  win  the  Breton  to  his 
interest; — Georges  departed,  avowing  tlic  same  sentimenta  ol  attach- 
ment to  legitimate  royalty  iHlidi  he  had  always  professed.  Could  he 
have  been  wonitheie  is  Ittdedoabt  lie  would  h»en  aoqoired  diitiiictioii. 
Bonapcrte  waa  much  grieved  al  liia  obatiiiaGj, but  adnittad,  diat  "die 
Tery  exaggeration  of  hia  aotiona  had  ila  origm  in  noUe  ideaa,  wliidk 
oodd  not  finl  to  give  him  great  inflnenoe  widi  hia  oonntiTmen.'' 
The  wnL  war  waa  now  at  an  end,  and  tfei  tendaalion  afRMrded  aoope 
to  the  goTemment  for  other  optsH&mM, 

The  formation  of  the  new  government  gave  the  First  Consul  an 
opportunity  of  making  many  desirable  changea  in  the  provisional 
ministry.  In  this  it  was  his  cliief  object  to  secure  the  services  of 
men  of  talent  and  ex])erienee,  without  any  referenre  to  their  former 
acts  or  opinions.  I'rartical  men,  of  whatever  party,  were  employed 
without  scruple.  C 'a|)a(it>'  and  winiiiLjTioss  to  take  office  were  all 
the  recommendations  required :  for  mediocrity  Napoleon  had  a 
profound  contempt ;  but  the  class  of  persons  most  especially  dishked 
bj  him  were  die  mere  oradea  eoteriet;  people  who  were  con- 
dnaaUy  taOdng.  " I  want,"  aaid  he,  "move  head  and  laaa  tongoe.*' 
In  CSambao^rk  and  Lebran,  he  had  Ibr  aiaociatea  the  repgreaentatiTea 
of  die  two  great  pardea  whidi  divided  IVanee :  the  finrmeri  of  noble 
biith,  waa  an  aiiatocrat  by  inclination,  and  attached  to  old  inititutionsy 
eld  pgrejuditrs.  personal  honooia,  and  distinctions;  while  Lebmn, 
ipnnig  from  the  hardy  Norman  peasantry,  was  the  stem  advocate  of 
popular  rights  and  democratic  equality.  On  the  elevadon  of  the 
I  Second  f'onsiil.  M.  D'Abrial,  a  peer  of  France,  was  appointed 
!  Minister  of  Justice.  "  I  know  you  not.  Citizen  D'Abrial."  s,aid 
'  Napolron,  on  hambiisj  him  hin  official  portfolio;  *'  but  1  am  informed 
tliat  \oii  are  the  most  upriglit  man  in  the  mai;istrary.  It  is  on  that 
account  I  itave  named  you  Minister  of  Justice."  Keinhard,  as 
Foreign  Minister,  was  superseded  by  Talleyrand.  Some  objecdona 
were  made  to  hia  vadllating  polidca.  "  He  ia  the  ablest  Miniiter  ftr 
Fon%n  A&iia  in  oar  dMno^**  mid  Bonaparte;  "  and  it  ahaU  be  my 
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care  to  make  him  exert  his  abilities."  There  was  another  advantage 
which  had  its  weight  in  the  choice  of  this  person  :  he  was  a  noble 
of  the  old  regime,  and  foreign  ambassadors  would  be  likely  to 
ncgociato  with  one  of  their  own  rank,  wlio  was  already  kno^\'n  for 
refinement  of  manners,  elegance  of  address,  and  great  tideuts,  with  less 
repugnance  than  with  a  mere  revolutiomat.  Carnot  was  objected  to, 
M  an  inflexible  BepaUkam.  "  Be  it  ao,"  ma  die  leplj;  "  be  is  one 
of  the  last  Frencbmoi  that  would  wish  to  see  France  dismembered. 
His  talents  in  the  war  department  are  unziyaUed;  and  we  ought  to 
avail  ourselves  of  them,  while  be  is  willing  to  place  them  at  our 
command."  Fouch^  had  rendered  himself  in&mous,  as  well  in  pabUc 
as  in  private  life,  by  his  notorious  peculations,  falsehood,  and  pro- 
fligacy. '*  Fouche,"  said  Napoleon,  "  and  Foochd  alone,  is  able  to 
conduct  the  ministry  of  the  poHce ;  he  alone  has  a  petfect  knowledge 
of  all  the  factions  and  intrigues  which  have  been  spreading  mistn' 
through  France.  AVe  cannot  create  men ;  but  must  take  such  Jis  we 
find  ;  and  it  is  easier  to  modify  by  circumstances  the  feelings  and 
conduct  of  an  able  servant  than  to  supply  his  place.  "NV'e  are  creating 
a  new  em.  Of  the  past  we  must  remember  only  the  good,  and  forget 
Uie  evil!"  The  same  principles  governed  the  nomination  of  all  the 
persons  required  to  be  placed  in  authority  by  the  Constitntion  of  the 
year  Eight. 

The  object  of  this  amalgamation  of  parties,  and  suppression  of 
political  distinctions,  is  not  difficult  to  be  understood.  All  things 
were  visibly  tending  to  the  consolidation  of  a  new  and  superior  power, 
which  had  TAt^iwg  in  oommon  with,  and  therefore  no  s^^pathy  for, 
any  of  the  opinions  or  systems  it  had  supplanted.  A  day  or  two  aflor 
receiving  his  appointment,  Talleyrand,  during  an  interview  with 
Napoleon,  made  use  of  these  reniarka])le  expressions: — "Citizen 
General  !  you  have  confided  to  me  the  administration  of  foreign 
atiairs.  I  will  justify  your  confidence ;  but  1  deem  it  my  duty  at 
once  to  declare  that  I  will  consult  with  you  alone.  That  our  country 
may  be  well  governed,  that  there  may  be  unity  of  adnm,  it  ia  india> 
pensable  lihat  the  Hnt  Consul  retain  the  direction  of  a&  ibat  pertains 
to  politica — namely,  the  Hom^  Fordgn,  and  FoEoe  departments, 
together  widi  those  of  War  and  the  Bfarine.  I  would,  theieliMre, 
wl^  your  parmiinon,  adviae  that  the  Second  CoamJi,  who  is  an  able 
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hcwytv,  AaoML  luiye  the  direction  of  Legal  dboe;  and  (ktk  ttie'tod 
should  gorem  the  Finances.  Hut  irall  occupy  and  amaw  ttetai; 
while  you.  General,  h;n  iiiii;  at  your  disposal  the  vital  yurm  el 
gofrmnent,  will  be  enabled  to  nttnin  the  nol)lo  oT>jcct  of  yooif  efaM--* 

the  ro£»oneration  of  France.*'  AMun  the  Minister  had  departed. 
Napoleon  confevsed  to  liis  secretary,  tliat  his  views  had  Ken  df  teeted: 
"  Tallevrand,"  he  added,  "  pves  i^ood  counsel:  he  is  a  man  of  excel- 
h  nt  sense.  AX'hat  he  atlvises  it  is  my  inteutiou  to  do.  They  walk 
willi  speed  who  walk  alone.  Lcbruu  u  an  excellent  peraon;  but  he 
he*  »o  pbUtieil  knowledge — he  writee  books.  OmbImmMi  hat  too 
many  tmditioui  of  the  BeTohttkm.  My  govenunent  mmH  he  ifiiito 
new.** 

Anodier  pvepentmy  itap  toweide  die  eotitfwiplated  new  etdtf  of 
dufaige  wae  die  dMldfaalioa  of  honoiaiy  tebres  among  the  soldiery — 

dMgem  fien  which  spnm^x  the  Legion  of  Honour.    .\  Serjeant  of 

frenadiwi^  muned  Aun^  haTing  bean  duw  dirtifii|yahiedj  obtained 
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permission  to  write  lui  thanks  to  the  Fint  CoonLL  Napoleon  replied 
as  foUows: — "  I  have  received  your  letter,  my  brave  comrade.  You 
h;u  c  no  need  to  tell  me  of  yotur  actions.  Since  the  death  of  the 
gallant  Benczcttc,  you  arc  the  bravest  grenadier  in  the  army.  You 
have  had  one  of  the  first  hundred  sabres  which  I  have  distributed. 
Even*'  soldier  agrees  that  you  Trcre  the  person  who  best  deserved  it. 
— I  wish  to  see  you  again.  Tlie  Minister  of  War  sends  you  an  order 
to  come  to  Paris."  This  letter  circulating,  as  it  could  not  fail  to  do, 
among  the  troops,  served  the  double  purpose  of  keeping  aUve  their 
mihiinaftic  >dmiwrtion  Inr  die  great  Genera^  md  rendering  them 
devoted  adherents  to  the  interest  of  the  First  CooeoL 

The  fiweign  rdataons  ci  the  BepnUie  had  been  scarcdj  attended 
to  daring  the  progrcse  of  the  recent  chaqgee.  "Sow,  however,  lhat 
internal  qniet  was  restored,  and  a  govenunent  which  had  at  leait  die 
elements  of  etabilily  in  ita  composition,  established,  it  was  un  rnaaij, 
both  for  the  pemanent  tranquillity  of  the  State  and  the  canying  out 
of  Napoleon's  personal  designs,  that  an  honourable  peace  should  be 
obtained,  or  victory  brought  back  to  the  national  arms.  France  was 
at  war  with  nearly  all  Europe:  Russia,  Austria,  Enghmd,  and  the 
Princes  of  tlic  Italian  States ;  for  all  of  which  England  furnished  tlic 
cliief  supplies.  In  order  to  ascertain  if  peace  were  practicable,  the 
First  Consul,  discarding  the  forms  usual  upon  attempting  to  open 
negociations  with  a  hostile  power,  deqiatdied,  on  the  26th  December, 
diefinoinng  autograph  letter  to  George  the  Third:— 

"ffllHCB  BaPUBUC-aOVnBIOMTT  or  THS  FBOrU-UBBBTY-BQCAUTT. 

**  BowAfABva,  FSnt  Conml  of  the  Republic,  to  hi*  Mtgtaty  tie  Eimg  0f  Grmt 

Britam  and  Ireland. 

*'  Called  by  the  wishes  of  the  French  nation  to  occupy  the  first 
Magistracy  of  the  Republic,  I  have  thought  proper,  in  conimeucing 
the  dischazge  of  its  duties,  to  commiinicalffi  the  event  directly  to  your 
Majesty. 

•Must  the  war  which,  for  eight  years,  has  ravaged  the  four  quarters 
of  the  world  be  eternal?  Is  there  no  room  for  accommodation? 
How  can  liio  two  most  enlightened  nations  in  Europe,  stronger  and 
more  powexinl  than  ia  necessary  for  dieir  safety  and  independence, 
aacrifioe  cfnnnierdal  adrantages,  internal  proeperi^,  and  donwetin 
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happincfvs,  to  vain  itlcas  of  c^randcur  ?  AVTirrcforc  is  it  fliat  thry  do 
not  feel  peace  to  be  tlx-  first  of  wants  as  well  as  of  ijloi  ics  'i'liesc 
sentiments  cannot  he  ncu  to  \i)ur  Maj(••^ty,  wlio  rule  over  a  free 
people  witli  no  oilier  view  than  to  rentier  them  happy.  Vour 
Majesty  will  see  in  this  overture  only  my  sincero  desire  to  contribute 
effectually,  finr  the  second  time,  to  a  general  pacification,  by  a  prompt 
step,  taken  in  confidence,  and  fiiee  firom  those  fonns  which,  howerer 
necessary  to  dii^gniae  the  apprdkensionB  of  feeble  Stales,  aerre  only  to 
discover  in  the  powerfiil  a  motual  wish  to  deceive. 

**IVanee  and  England  may,  by  the  abuse  of  their  strength,  long 
defer  the  period  of  utter  exhaustion ;  but  I  will  venture  to  say,  that 
the  fate  of  all  (  i\ilt/(<d  nations  ia  concerned  in  the  termination  of  a 
war,  the  flames  of  which  arc  raging  throughout  the  whole  world. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  RoNAPARTK." 

'Vhv  Hrili>li  Ministry  of  the  day,  as  have  their  advocates  since, 
charactt  ri/ed  tlii-s  proi  i  i-ding  as  a  display  of  bad  tai»te,  a  breach  of 
etiquette,  an  indecorous  schooling  of  majesty,  and  a  matter  involving 
by  impUcatioB  a  total  want  of  nncerity,  or  a  denre  to  ofataitt  un- 
reasonable or  inadmissible  condilioiis.  It  has  been  wdl  observed  by 
^tr.  HaiUtt,  however,  diat  "where  the  personal  rhararfrr  and  motives 
of  the  government  were  continually  cavilled  at,  and  made,  as  in  this 
very  instance,  an  insuperable  bar  to  peace,  it  was  sorely  allowable 
for  the  chief  roagistrate  to  come  finrward  in  his  own  person,  and  take 
a  frank  and  decisive  step,  as  free  as  possible  from  official  embarrass> 
ment  and  mptery.  It  ^va<«.  at  any  rate,  a  less  flagrant  licence  than 
the  assassination  of  ambassadors,  which  was  the  legitimate  termination 
of  the  ncijoriation  of  Ka>tadt — the  last  diplomatic  transaction  in  which 
Napoleon  had  !)•  en  enpa^^'d."  It  wa.*;  believed  in  England  that  the 
time  w;ls  favoiir.dile  for  continuing;  the  war.  Italv  had  been  lost  to 
France,  and  Au^ti  lan  armies,  numbi  ring  a  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
men,  were  menacing  Savoy,  and  mustering  on  the  Khine.  The 
English  were  dated  with  their  successes  at  the  Nile,  and  before  Acre. 
The  victories  of  Sawarrow  were  recent,  and  considered  to  be  dedsive. 
The  poverty  of  France,  and  the  anxiety  her  people  finr  repose, 
were  well  known;  and  it  was  hoped,  tnm  the  manner  in  which 
Niqpoleon  had  acquired  his  present  power,  that  the  Boyalist  and 
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Ecpublican  factions  might  be  brought  to  unite  in  opposition  to  his 
government,  and  cither  strip  liim  of  liis  influence,  or  so  embarrass 
his  operations  as  to  rcjuler  him  an  easy  prey  to  his  foreign  enemies. 
The  answer  transmitted  by  Lord  Grenville  to  Talleyrand  was 
couched,  therefore,  in  terms  which  were  sure  to  prove  idboAn,  ttid 
to  put  an  end,  for  a  time,  to  all  fnrdier  ovcrtoree  of  conciliation.  It 
contained,  among  odien,  iJie  following  passages: — "Wm  Majes^, 
seeing  no  reason  to  depart  from  those  forms  whidi  have  long  been 
established  in  Enrape  £xr  tnmsadmg  buriness  wiUi  foreign  States,  haa 
comsnanded  me  to  return,  in  his  name,  the  official  answer  which  I 
send  you  herewith  enclosed.  .  . 

"  The  King  neither  is  nor  has  been  engaged  in  any  ctmtest  for  a 
vain  and  false  glory.  He  has  had  no  other  view  than  that  of 
maintaining  against  all  aggression  the  rights  and  happiness  of  his 
subjects.  For  these  he  hiis  contended  against  an  unprovoked  attack, 
and  for  the  same  objects  he  is  still  obliged  to  contend ;  nor  can  he 
hope  that  this  necessity  could  bo  removed  by  entering,  at  the  present 
moment,  into  negociatious  with  those  whom  a  fresh  revolution  has  so 
recently  placed  in  the  exercise  of  power  in  France;  since  no  real 
advantage  can  arise  from  soeh  negodation,  to  the  great  and  denrable 
object  of  general  peace,  until  it  dull  appear  that  those  causes  hatve 
ceased  to  opente  which  originally  produced  the  war,  and  by  which 
it  has  since  been  protracted,  and  in  more  than  one  instance  renewed. 
. . .  For  the  extension  of  [aggresaive  war]  and  the  extermination  of 
all  established  governments,  the  resources  of  Fhmce  have,  from  year 
to  year,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  most  unparalleled  distress,  been 
la\'iHhed  and  exhausted.  To  this  indiscriminate  spirit  of  destniction, 
the  iS'ethcrlands,  the  I'nited  rrovinccs,  the  Swiss  Canton — his  Ma- 
jesty's ancient  friends  and  alUes — have  successively  been  sacrificed. 
Germany  has  been  ravaged:  Italy,  though  now  rescued  from  its 
invaders,  has  been  made  the  scene  of  unbounded  rapine  and  anarchy. 
His  Majesty  has  himsdf  been  compdled  to  maintain  an  ardnoua 
and  burdensome  contest  finr  the  independence  smd  existence  of  his 
kingdoms. . .  Greatly  wiU  his  Majesty  rejoice  whenever  it  shall  appear, 
that  the  dangera  to  which  his  own  dominions,  and  those  of  his  allies, 
have  been  so  long  exposed  have  really  ceased.  Whenever  he  shall 
be  satisfied  that  the  necesnty  of  resistance  is  at  an  end;  that,  afUr  die 
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experience  of  so  many  years  of  crimes  and  miseries,  better  princ  iples 
have  ultimately  prevailed  in  France  ;  and  that  all  tlie  g^igiuilic  jnoject.s 
of  ambition,  and  all  the  restless  schemes  of  destruction  which  have 
endangered  the  existence  of  civil  society,  have  been  finally  relinquished. 
. . .  Tba  Wrt  and  mett  mtiixd  pledge  of  die  reaE^  and  permanence 
of  Biieh  change,  would  be  ihB  reatoratkm  of  Aat  line  of  princea  wbich, 
lor  ao  many  oentoriea,  mamtainfid  llie  IVendi  nalion  m  j^oaperity 
at  homn  and  reapect  abroad;  aoeh  an  event  would  at  onoe  have 
removed,  and  will  at  any  time  remove,  all  obatades  in  Ae  way  of 
negodation  or  peaec!  . .  In  Uiia  aituation  it  can,  for  the  present,  only 
lenuun  for  his  Majesty  to  panne,  in  conjunction  with  other  Fowaiiy 
exertions  of  just  and  defensive  war." 

England  had  thus  the  satisfaction  of  repelling  the  advance?  of  the 
First  Consul,  by  a  series  of  ironical  and  insulting  common-places, 
which  were  neither  true. as  assertions,  nor  applicable  to  the  person 
against  whom  they  were  directed;  and  of  wasting  many  millions  of 
money,  and  an  ocean  of  British  blood,  in  continuing  the  war.  It 
is  probable,  however,  that  Napoleon  bolb  wiahed  and  anticipated  such 
a  remit  By  making  the  OTertnre,  he  bad  exhibited  to  die  Frendi 
people  diat  he  entertained  a  deaire  to  aecnre  he  the  nation  the 
blemingi  of  tranquillity;  and  iti  ngeetum  on  the  gronnda  aaa^ined* 
waa  aufficient  to  make  the  renewal  of  hoatiHtiea  popular.  Fov  himadf 
there  ia  litde  doubt  diat  he  eoBeaved  another  campaign  would 
conduce  to  the  aucceaa  of  his  ulterior  viewa,  by  pro^'ing  to  France,  aa 
well  aa  to  her  enemies,  tliat  his  presence  and  directing  hand  were 
ncccmary  to  make  the  Republic  respected  abroad  as  a  great  and 
independent  nation,  and  happy  at  home  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  fixed 
government,  sufficiently  powerful  to  protect  its  adherents,  and  wise 
enough  to  est.il»Ii>h  and  administer  throughout  the  countr}-  a  code 
of  just  and  ecju.il  l.nvs.     Hy  way  of  comnu  ntary  on  the  answer  of 
Lord  Grcuviiie,  the  Munitcur  published  a  pretended  letter  from  the 
laat  heir  of  the  exiled  house  of  Stuart,  demanding  from  George  the 
ndrd  the  throne  of  Great  fidtaui,  whidi,  aince  the  principle  of 
divine  right  and  kgitimaqr  seemed  to  be  in  the  aaoendan^  there 
could  be  no  reaaon  finr  withholding. 

An  embassy,  sent  about  die  aame  period,  to  die  Court  of  TnamM, 
waa  fiivourably  received.  Dnroc  had  been  adeded  tat  this  miasioBi, 
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on  account  of  his  graceful  manners,  good  education,  and  many  accom- 
plishments ;  and  berause,  as  he  had  been  with  Napoleon  in  the 
campaigns  of  Italy  and  Egypt,  he  would  be  able  to  entertain  Frederic 
Willim,  a  prince  who  had  a  high  regaid  for  military  heroes,  ^th  a 
namtiTe  of  the  briUiaat  eq»1oitB  of  die  Fbat  CodbiiL  The  erent 
oonfimied  the  tact  of  Bonaparte,  ^le  fint  intemew  of  the  nde>de<- 
camp  vith  the  Fhudmi  monarch  lasted  two  honis,  and  was  ahnost 
wholly  engroised  with  warlike  details;  and  cm  the  morrow  the  cn^oy 
was  invited  to  dine  with  die  King.  The  Pnissian  Court  was  the  first 
to  recognise  the  Consular  authority. 

The  Emperor  Paxil  of  Russia  next  became  an  ally  of  the  First 
Consul.  Having  been  disgusted  with  Austria  for  the  way  in  which 
his  army  had  been  left  under  Suwarrow,  he  withdrew  it  altogether 
from  the  scene  of  war ;  and  tlie  Eiiirlish  governiueut  having  refused 
to  include,  in  a  cartel  of  exchange  between  itself  and  France,  seven  or 
eight  thousand  Kussian  prisoners,  who  had  acted  under  the  command 
of  the  Duke  of  York  in  Holland,  the  British  Ambassador  was  ordered 
to  quit  St.  Petersburgh,  and  English  ships  were  seiied  in  all  the 
ports  of  Bosria.  Napoleon,  conceiTing,  firom  the  character  of  the 
Autocrat,  that  some  adTantage  might  be  taken  of  the  disposition  he 
had  manifested  in  these  transactiiHis,  ordered  the  prisoners,  about 
whom  the  last  dispute  had  arisen,  to  be  armed  and  dodied  anew  in 
the  uniform  of  their  seyend  corps,  and  sent  back,  without  ransom, 
exchange,  or  condition.  Paul  had  long  admired  the  genius  of 
Napoleon ;  he  was  now  captivated  with  liis  generosity ;  and  forthwith 
wrote  to  him  expressing  his  sentiments.  "  Citizen  Consul,"  he  said, 
*'  I  do  not  write  to  you  to  discuss  '  the  Eights  of  Man;'  these  arc  tlie 
abstractions  of  your  revolution.  1  confine  myselt  to  a  fact,  that  when 
a  great  nation  has  j)lace(l  at  its  head  an  etitimable  m;m,  of  disiin- 
guibhed  merit,  it  has  a  go\ernment ;  and  i  addi-css  myself  to  you, 
because  we  can  understand  each  other,  and  I  can  treat  with  you.  I 
wish  to  unite  with  you  to  put  an  end  to  the  injustice  of  England, 
who  violates  every  article  of  the  law  «^  nations,  and  has  no  guide 
but  her  egotism  and  interest.**  The  friendship  of  Paul  was,  no  donbt^ 
valuable  in  a  political  view;  but  it  seems  to  have  been  prized  the 
more  highly  by  Napoleon,  inasmudi  as  it  was  that  of  a  Sovereign, 
and  drew  him  a  step  nearer  to  becoming  a  sovereign  himsel£ 
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Shortly  afterwards,  the  diplomatic  corps  at  Paris,  consisting  of 
representatives  of  Russia,  Prussia,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Baden,  Hesse- 
Cassel,  the  Cisalpine,  Batavian,  Helvetian,  and  l.igurian  Republics, 
were  presented  to  the  First  Consul,  with  all  the  forms  and  cere- 
monies observed  in  regal  courts ;  Councillors  of  State,  and  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  and  Foreign  Minister,  acting  as  Chamber- 
lains. Nothing  but  a  titled  hereditary  Aristocracy  was  wanting  to 
recall  the  days  of  kingly  magnificence.  It  may  be  observed, 
however,  that  Napoleon  himself,  although  fully  conscious  of  his 
exaltation,  preserved  the  same  simple  tastes  and  habits,  the  same  well- 
regulated  attention  to  the  details  of  business,  the  same  friendships,  as 
while  he  was  merely  a  General  of  the  RepubHc.  He  was  accustomed 
to  rise  at  seven,  dress  with  scrupulous  neatness,  during  which  the 
jounials,  and  such  petitions  and  public  documents  as  required  his 
decision  or  signatiu-e,  were  usually  read  to  him ;  then,  passing  to  his 
cabinet,  he  read  his  letters,  and  wrote  or  dictated  answers  till  ten, 
when  he  breakfasted,  usually  with  some  of  his  aides-de-camp,  and 
one  or  two  literary  or  scientific  friends,  besides  Josephine  and  her 
daughter,  Hortense.  This  frugal  meal  being  despatched,  lie  attended 
the  Council,  rode,  walked,  or  paid  visits  of  ceremony  or  business  to 
some  of  the  public  offices.  At  five,  he  returned  to  a  hasty  dinner ; 
after  which  he  retired  to  the  apartments  of  Josephine,  where  he 
received  the  visits  of  ministers,  and  of  the  most  distinguished  persons 
in  the  capital.  His  amiable  wife  did  the  honours,  on  all  occasions, 
with  so  much  grace  and  ftvscination,  that  even  the  old  nobility  were 
attracted  to  her  little  Court,  and  the  word  Madame  began  again,  after 
its  long  proscription,  to  come  gradually  into  use.  Opera  balls  and  the 
old  amusements  of  the  Aristocracy  were  first  sufltred,  then  authorized; 
velvet  was  once  more  allowed  to  be  worn,  and  various  colours,  which 
had  been  forbidden  as  appertaining  to  royalty,  grew  into  favour, 
and  became  fasliionable.  The  official  costume  also  underwent  an 
alteration.  The  Cireek  and  Roman  dresses  disappeared ;  and  were 
replaced  by  those  of  the  age  and  country.  Napoleon  himself  gene- 
rally appeared  in  uniform — that  of  the  Guides — which  became  him 
nuu  h  better  than  the  Consul's  civil  robes.  The  first  time  he  gave  an 
audience  in  the  latter,  it  was  remarked  to  him  that  he  wore  a  military 
black  stock,  which  was  out  of  keeping  with  the  rest  of  his  dress. 
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"No  matter;"  he  answered,  "a  remnant  of  the  soldier  ^rill  do  us 
no  hann."  Perhaps,  however,  the  most  remarkable  of  all  the  cha- 
racteristics of  the  new  era  was,  that  many  of  tlie  returned  priests, 
who  received  'pau&om  from  the  State,  in  lieu  of  the  lerranofle  d 
their  benefices,  which  had  been  appropriated  to  olher  xam,  now 
Toluntazity  offiered  pnyen  in  their  churdiea  finr  the  safely  and  well- 
ordering  of  die  Conaulsr  goremment 
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RKMOVAL  TO  THK  TUII-ERIKB  —  NKW  CAMPAIGN  OV  ITAI.V  —  ARMY  OF 
BB8KRVB  —  FA8BAGB  OP  TUB  ORBAT  9T.  BBRNARD  —  MONTBBBLLO  — 
MABBMOO— SVrOBM  TO  rAB» — MATIOIIAl.  vAtB.  UOOL 


IBERTY  AND  EqVALITT  —  WOrdfl  to 
which  different  meanings  are  applicable 
in  the  mouths  of  different  utterers  — 
had  been  the  ostensible  plea  for  over- 
throwing the  Directory.  The  Consulate 
had  not  been  long  established,  when 
v  the  import  which  Napoleon  attached  to 
diMii  was  exemplified,  not  m  fixmierly 
from  the  txibiiiie,  or  by  die  hamigiiea  of  phflowphiol  politki«nit,  hvd 
by  ihe  decreee  and  nlenl  pnceeduigi  of  the  Govenunent.  Among 
the  first  restricdre  acte«  the  jnm  wm  pat  under  nxrreiUaiioe,  and  the 
nnmber     political  jonnala  limited^  "  dnnng  the  war/'  to  thirteen. 

Great  man  as  Bonaparte  was,**  aays  De  Bomrriennc,  "  he  feared  the 
influence  of  little  books.**  He  knew  that  a  part  of  the  paeia  was  in 
the  pay  of  the  enemiea  of  the  Bepublic,  and,  remencing  pnatfinmem 
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fame  as  lie  did,  he  di-eaded  lest  calumny  or  misprepcntation  sliould 
sully  his  jilory ;  moreover,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  misfortunes  of 
Ix>uis  XV  I.  were  in  a  great  measure  attributable  to  the  licenee  of 
the  journalists,  lie  never  believed,  till  alter  his  return  from  Elba, 
that  ireedom  of  expression  is  its  own  conrecdTe ;  and  that,  where  it  ? 
exists,  the  eaergj  whidi  might  be  nuadaeroiiilj  employed  in  its  ' 
absence,  U  almost  sure  to  vent  itsdf  in  harmlcse  wrads:  die  itmn- 
finrmed  and  fettered  being  those  who  most  firequendy  haTe  reoonrse 
to  ihinder  or  phjsical  force  as  a  means  of  attack. 

Daring  die  revolutionary  nbrnfff^teB,  the  polke  had  always  been 
used  as  a  political  instrument  of  espionage,  to  which  its  proper  j 
functions  for  the  prc8cr\ation  of  public  peace  and  order  were  made  < 
entirely  subservient    The  crafty  and  unscmpulous  Fouch6  had 
converted  its  agency  into  a  still  more  terrible  species  of  inquisition. 
He  organized  a  host  of  domestie  informers;  who,  not  satisfied  with  ^ 
detecting  real  conspiraries,  l)ecame  the  inventors  of  treasons  which  had  ' 
never  existed  or  been  tliouglit  of,  and  by  giving  to  a  hasty  expression 
of  discontent  the  tharacter  of  sedition,  frequently  involved  men  in 
prosecutions  for  the  sake  of  the  rcwai'd  to  be  obtained  on  their  con- 
viction.   No  person  was  safe ;  none  durst  utter  his  thoughts ;  or, 
where  diese  had  been  inadvertently  expressed,  false  aoenaadons  were 
not  nnfrequendy  resorted  to  against  die  hearer  as  a  means  of  security  i 
for  die  culprit  Ni^okon,  diough  he  knew  of  these  atrodties,  had 
not  die  mend  oourage  to  suppress  the  wptam  wlueh  had  originated 
and  encouraged  diem.   He  seemed,  indeed,  to  consider  its  existence 
a  necessary  evil,  as  operating  upon  men's  fears,  and  dins  conducing 
to  their  obedience.    In  order  to  mitigate  its  horrors,  however,  he 
established  a  counter-sy>=tem,  in  a  secret  police,  the  reports  of  which 
were  made  directly  to  himself.    This,  it  is  .almost  unnecessary  to  say, 
was  merely  complicating  the  iniquities  sought  to  be  remc died  ;  and 
if  little  niixhief  resulted  from  it  to  individuals,  it  was  l)erause  the 
First  Consul  felt  too  secure  in  the  regiurd  gt  nerally  entertained  for  his 
person  and  character,  to  be  slarmcd  without  the  actual  presence  of 
danger ;  and  not  borauso  the  one  set  of  qties  revealed  the  ftlsehoods 
perpetrated     the  others.    Each  in  fiict  endeavoured  to  outvie  the 
odier  in  disoovtrics  and  inventions,  die  plausibility  and  temnr  of 
which  were  suffidont  to  have  rendered  any  but  n  man  of  extensive 
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and  sound  leatonimr 
a  Nero.  Folitiod  Ilbtittj,  under  ladi  drcumatancety  was  out  of  the 
question :  with  Equality  it  fared  somewhat  better.   Hie  distmctiTe 
privileges  of  easte,  which  had  been  one  of  the  great  grierancei  firom 

which  the  Revolution  sprung,  were  entirely  at  an  end.  Every  man 
was  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law :  all  appealed  to  the  same  tribunals, 
and  received  an  equal  measure  of  justice,  llie  taxes  were  pro- 
portioned to  the  means  of  the  payers ;  the  opj^ressive  feudal  claimB 
of  landed  proprietors  had  ceased  ;  and  there  was  no  situation  in  the 
State  to  which  the  humblest  of  its  citizens  might  not  aspire  to  elevate 
himself  by  genius  and  application.  Even  those  who  complained 
that  Ni^leoii  was  a  fiivoorer  of  Aiistoeraey*  admitted  that  die  only 
Aristocracy  he  patnmiaed  was  dial  of  intdleet  and  ndostry. 

It  is  probable,  then,  diat  wbQe  so  many  vahtable  immwnitiiis  were 
assured  to  diem,  of  wbieh  the  praetiGal  benefits  were  oqiable  of  b^ng 
partic^ated  in  and  appreciated  by  aQ,  die  Frendi  peo^  cared  litde 
far  speculative  notions  of  IVeedom,  which,  dunigh  diey  had  been  so 
greadj  extc^lled  by  demagogues,  and  had  cost  so  much  blood  and 
treasure,  had  never  been  realized.  It  was  Napoleon's  chief  aim, 
indeed,  to  create  a  popular  feeling  that  what  his  opponents  called 
his  ambition,  was  advantai,'t  ous  to  France.  The  multitude  of  masters, 
undt  r  whose  exactions  the  nation  had  so  loncj  sufTcred,  had  no  per- 
manent interest  in  the  public  prosperity;  tluir  bole  aim  having  been 
to  secure  a  resource  for  themselTes  against  the  period  when,  like  their 
predecessors,  they  shonld  be  driven  firom  power,  widi  no  prorisSon 
save  that  whidi  dicry  eoold  make  by  mahenation.  The  national 
indnstiy  had  dras  been  oppressed,  instead  of  enoonr^gedj  and 
nnivciMl  poverty,  misery,  and  dinontenl  was  the  terrible  meaning 
which  began  to  be  altacihed  to  die  tenn  EqnalUj,  ftr  and  against 
which  all  parties  in  the  State  had  ventured  and  endnred  so  much. 
Napoleon  looked  upon  the  dominion  of  France  as  the  reward  of  his 
labours  in  behalf  of  her  dtizcnt;  and  he  therefore  sought  to  make 
her  the  greatent  and  most  glorious  nation  on  earth  :  his  private 
interests,  his  individual  feelings,  were  all  absorbed  in  tliis  one  ohjrrt. 
The  treasures  of  France  were  considered  as  con>^tit\iting  his  weahh ; 
her  celebrity  was  tlie  guarantee  for  his  fame.  He  wuultl  even  repine 
at  the  extravagance  of  Josephine,  when  she  purchottcd  fur  her  own 
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grecnlunise  or  gallery,  a  rare  plant  or  abeftutifal  (rtatae  or  painting,  and 
say  that  she  was  injuring  hit  Jardm  des  JHtmtet,  or  Muie  de  Parit, 
Agricaltare«  numnftctureB,  commerce;  poUic  improyements  of  all 
Idnda;  roads,  bridges;  Hteratiiie»  iha  arts;  aU  that  could  oontrihute 

to  the  prosperity  or  heighten  the  dignity  of  the  Republic,  were  actively 
patronized  by  the  First  Consul  j  who  thus  evinced  a  determination  to 
sustain,  in  all  things,  the  character  which  liad  been  ascribed  to  him, 
at  his  ret\irn  from  F.gj^t,  of  "  Saviour  and  Protector"  of  the  State. 
'\Miatrvrr  was  done,  was  at  the  sole  will  and  ordering  of  Napoleon. 
Cambuceres  and  Lebrun  appeared  at  the  Council  table,  rather  as 
spectators  of  his  proceedings  than  as  his  co-ordinates  in  power.  The 
peculiar  circumstances  by  which  he  was  surrounded,  may  plead  in  his 
behalf,  if,  amid  his  many  praiseworthy  acts,  he  occasionally  over- 
sicppcd  die limila of  snllicnilyy  in  older  to  aftfcim oriecure^  what 
he  conoriTed  to  be,  a  necessary  end. 

The  increased  and  inereasiQg  establisihment  whidi  Ids  atnation 
rendered  necessary,  and  perhaps  the  popular  opinion,  that  the  atmos- 
phere of  the  Tttfleries  was  unfitted  for  any  bat  a  royal  residence, 
suggested,  at  an  early  period  of  the  Consulate,  a  removal  of  die 
Government  to  diat  monarchical  palace.  In  the  first  days  of  the  year 
1800,  busy  preparadons  for  this  change  began  to  be  made.  Some  of 
the  directions  were  characteristic  of  the  new  era.  The  bonnets  rouges^ 
"smeared"  over  tlie  \y<i\h  of  the  apartments  in  which  the  Legislative 
Councils  had  held  their  sittings,  were  ordered  to  be  obliterated, 
together  with  the  tri-coloured  cockade  daubed  upon  the  forehead  of 
Louis  XIV.  "  I  will  have  no  such  abominations,"  said  Napoleon. 
The  new  fiuniture  and  decaralions,  though  simple  and  unostentatious, 
were  tn  g«>od  tMte,  and  firee  tnm  die  affectation  of  Bepabfieaa 
emblems,  which  had  been  fiw  some  years  frshiooaUe.  Jn  order, 
however,  to  render  diese  ominionB  as  unobtniriire  as  possible^  die 
statues  of  Demosdie&ee,  Junius  Brutus,  Sdpio,  Ciooo,  ICarcus 
Brutus,  Wasfalngtoii,  Dogonunier,  Dampieire,  and  Joubert — men 
whoee  celebri^  belonged  to  the  annals  of  freedom — were  placed, 
among  others  of  the  most  remarkable  Statemen  and  Warriors  of 
ancient  and  modem  times,  in  the  splendid  galleries  of  what  now 
received  the  unobjectionable  name  of  "  The  Palace  of  the  Gorern- 
mcut." 
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Wliile  these  prcparadons  were  in  progrev,  the  numriage  of  the 
handflome  and  gallant  Hnrat  widi  the  beautifol  Cazdine  Bonaparte, 
Napoleon's  joungesl^  moat  talentedj  and  fiiTonzite  sister,  was  cele- 
brated at  the  Luxembourg.  Th.9  parties  had  become  acquainted  in 
Italy,  but  Napoleon  was  long  averse  to  the  connexion.  "  Murat," 
he  said,  "  is  the  son  of  an  innkeeper  :  in  the  exalted  station  to  which 
fortune  has  raised  me,  his  blood  cannot  mingle  \nth  mine."  The 
achievements  of  the  Aide-de-camp  in  EjT\-]it,  liowcver,  where  he  is 
said  to  have  conducted  himtiflf  more  like  one  of  the  chivalrous  knights 
of  anc  ieul  romance  than  a  mere  Kepuhliran  soldier ;  he  having,  at  the 
head  of  not  more  than  tw  cnty  men,  performed  exploili*  which  could 
scarcely  have  been  expected  from  a  regiment,  cfiaced  the  reooOectioii 

his  humble  Irirth.  ^Hie  sole  dowry  whidi  the  First  Cbnsul  was  at 
this  time  able  to  bestow  upon  the  bride,  was  thir^  thousand  francs 
(twelve  hundred  and  fifij  pounds). 

On  the  9th  of  February  was  held  a  grand  military  ilte,  finr  die 
presentation,  in  the  Temple  of  Mars,  of  sercnty-two  stands  of  Turhidi 
colours,  taken  at  Aboukir.  The  news  of  the  death  of  Washington, 
who  expired  on  the  1 4th  of  the  preceding  December,  had  just  reached 
France ;  and  Napoleon,  to  honour  the  memory  of  that  celebrated 
Chief,  puldished  the  following  order  of  the  day  to  the  army:  — 
*'  \\"a!'hington  is  dead:  that  great  man.  who  fought  ag;uust  tyranny  i 
and  consolidated  the  liberty  of  his  country.  His  memory  will  ever 
be  dear  to  the  French  people,  and  to  all  freemen  in  both  worlds; 
but  more  especially  to  the  soldiers  of  France,  who,  like  him  and  his 
American  troops,  fight  in  defence  of  liberty  and  Equality.  The 
First  Consul  has,  therefore,  ordered  diat,  for  the  space  of  ten  days, 
black  cnpe  shall  be  bung  on  all  the  colonrs  and  standards  of  the 
Republic.'' 

The  occasion  was  eagerty  seised  to  render  the  presentation  of  die 

flags  more  impressive.  All  the  Ministers,  State  Coimcillors,  and 
Generals  then  in  Paris,  were  invited  to  jissist  at  the  solemnity.  The 
temple  was  decorated  with  the  trophies  of  the  Italian  campaign,  and 
other  Republican  victories.  Beside  the  Mini.stcr  of  War,  in  his 
splendid  official  robes,  stood  Napoleon,  conspicuou«i  for  his  simple  , 
attire ;  and  in  front  of  him  were  two  aged  vt  teraus,  eat  h  in  his  I 
hundredth  year.    Ikueath  the  standards  of  Aboukir  reposed  the  bust 
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of  the  American  Liberator,  whose  funeral  oration,  embracing  a  high 
eulogium  of  Bonaparte,  was  pronounced  by  M.  de  Fontanes,  a  recalled 
emigrant. 

Ten  days  after  dus  display.  Napoleon  qtixtted  die  Lnzembomg  to 
taira  ponesnon  of  the  TvaHsnM.  Hie  proceman  was  not  fariUiant, 
except  in  militaiy  pon^  Thxee  thonwnul  dioeen  aoldie»>  indndisg 
the  Fint  ConaoTs  &vo«irite  regiment  of  Gnidea,  formed  lihe  eaooit 


^e  cEfil  fimctionariea  were  in  carriages  and  hackney-eoadkes.  Hie 
only  itate-carriage  was  that  of  Ao  Consalsy  wluch  was  drawn  by  mx 
beantilid  wMte  liorses;  presented  to  K^deon  by  ihe  Emperor  of 
Austriay  after  the  treaty  of  Campo  Foinuo.    Hie  Parisians  greeted 

the  COrt^e  with  shouts  of  unaffected  joy,  as  an  omen  of  stability  and 
peace.  Arrived  at  the  Tuileries,  the  First  Consul  alighted,  vaulted  on 
horseback,  and  proceeded  to  review  the  troops  in  the  presence  of  an 
immense  concoiu-sc  of  spectators,  for  whose  gratification  the  scene  was 
prolonged  beyond  ordinary  limits.  The  moment  Napoleon  appeared 
in  the  midst  of  the  soldier)',  the  acclamation,  as  from  a  single  voice, 
rose  from  the  whole  multitude,  "  Long  live  Uie  First  Consul ! "  and 
the  balconies  and  windows  of  the  adjaomt  houses  seemed  in  motion 
widi  the  wcving  of  scsrA  snd  bandkerduefr  from  elegantly  dressed 
women. 

A  number  of  military  eroihitions  hstving  been  exhibited,  the  vaiioos 
corps  filed  befiwe  Nspoleon,  who  bad  stationed  himself^  between 
Mnrat  and  Ltnnes,  near  the  gates  of  the  Palace.   Bdiind  were  ihe 

numerous  officers  of  his  Staff,  consisting  chiefiy  of  young  men  bronzed 
by  the  suns  of  Italy  and  Fgypt ;  '*  every  one  of  whom  had  been  in 
more  battles  than  he  numbered  ycJU^-"  When  the  Consul  beheld 
tlu-  colours  of  the  3()th,  the  43rd,  and  the  8Gth  demi-brigailcs,  which 
were  little  better  than  bare  staves,  supporting  some  tattered  fragments 
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of  nlk,  rent  bjr  ImUets  and  Uackened  with  amolce,  lie  took  off  liu  hat 
and  bowed  to  them,  widi  deep  xerocenoe.  Again,  the  thonta  of  the 


assemblage  resounded  through  the  air;  and,  ere  they  had  ccasrd, 
Napoleon  dauntlrssly  asrcndcd  the  strps  of  the  Tnileries,  and  installed 
himself  in  the  palace  of  the  Kings  of  France.  The  crrcnionies  of  the 
day  concludctl  with  grand  dinners.  The  First  Consul  entertained 
Camb.ic<?re8,  Tiobrun,  the  Ministers,  and  Presidents  of  the  Senate  and 
Tribunate;  Murat  received  the  Chiefs  of  the  Army;  and  Lucien  tlie 
Ifemben  of  the  Council  of  State. 

At  dua  period.  Napoleon  receiTed  aewa  from  die  Anny  of  Egypt, 
aoeoinpenied  bjr  n  letter,  addrcaaed  to  die  Dtrectofy,  from  Kleber, 
in  whidft  diat  General  Utterly  cnnplaaned  of  the  aitnadon  in  which 
he  and  dw  amy  had  been  placed  by  the  depertore  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief. "  Tim  troopa,"  aaid  diia  docament* "  are  diminished 
one-half:  and  we  have  no  longer  to  contend  with  a  few  hordea  of 
intimidated  Mamelukes,  but  against  Uie  united  effiirts  of  three  great 
powers — the  Porte,  the  English,  and  the  Russians.  Armn,  powder, 
and  shot  are  failing  us,  without  a  possibility  of  supjilv.  'llie  soldiers 
are  naked  :  a  state  the  more  (liNtressing,  inasnuah  a-s  in  this  eountnk* 
it  is  the  most  active  cause  of  disease.    General  Bonaparte  exhausted 
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all  the  diq[>06able  resources  of  the  country ;  and,  though  he  anticipated 
the  revenue  by  twelve  millions  of  francs,  he  left  the  pay  of  the  troops 
four  millions  in  arrear.  The  season  is  unfavourable;  the  Nile  has 
not  risen  to  its  usual  height ;  and  Egvi)t,  though  apparently  tranquil, 
is  by  no  means  submissive.  The  people,  notwithstanding  all  oxir 
conciliatory  efforts,  look  upon  us  as  the  enemies  of  their  property. 
Murad  Bey  is  still  in  Upper  £g>'pt,  with  a  force  sufficient  to  give 
constant  oocopation  to  a  portaon  of  the  amy ;  and,  if  he  were  to  be 
left  unnoticed,  his  power  would  soon  increase,  and  he  would  attack  us 
in  Cairo,  the  inhabitants  of  which  have  never  ceased  to  assist  him  with 
money  and  arms.  Ibrahim  is  at  Gaza,  with  two  thousand  Mamelukes ; 
and  I  am  informed,  that  thirty  thousand  men,  of  the  army  of  the 
Grand  'N'izier  and  of  Djessar  Pacha,  have  already  joined  him  there. 
Our  heavy  artillery  was  all  lost  in  the  disastrous  campaign  of  Syria, 
and  the  ship  guns  were  carried  off  by  General  Bonaparte  to  arm  the 
two  frigates,  with  which  he  departed  for  France.  All  that  1  have 
advanced  I  am  ready  to  prove  by  procis  verOaujc.  In  these  circum- 
stances, what  can,  or  ought  I  to  do  ?" 

These  statements,  there  is  every  reason  to  beUevc,  were  greatly 
exaggerated.  Kleber  had  taken  the  command  of  the  army  wiU& 
rductsaoe.  He  had,  firom  the  first,  kdnd  iqson  the  expeditum  with 
no  iqpproving  eye,  and  was  inclmed  to  magnify  every  difficulty  that 
aroae,  in  cider  to  obtain  his  own  recall  to  France.  It  is  impossiUe, 
however,  to  say  what  would  have  been  the  effect  <tf  ihe  communip 
cation,  fumidung  as  it  did  such  powerful  weapons  against  Napoleon, 
had  it  been  received  before  the  18th  of  Brumaire.  As  it  was,  the 
importmce  which  Bonaparte  attached  to  it  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact,  tliat  the  intelligence  was  kept  a  profound  secret  from  his 
colleagues  as  w  ell  as  the  public ;  and  the  following  proclamation, 
addressed  to  the  Army  of  Egypt,  was  calculated  to  mislead  all  parties 
as  to  the  real  tendency  of  events : — "  Soldiers  !  The  C  onsuls  of  tlie 
Bepublic  often  turn  their  cores  to  the  Army  of  the  East.  Erance  is 
grateful  fiur  the  inflaenoe  of  yonr  conqiiestt  in  die  restoration  of  her 
commeroe,  and  die  dvilisalion  of  the  wodd.  The  tegud  of  all 
Enrope  is  fixed  upon  you.  I  too,  in  ihongh^  am  often  with  yon. 
In  whatever  sitaation  the  changes  of  war  may  place  yon,  be  always 
the  aoMien  of  Bivoli  and  Aboukir,  and  then  you  will  be  invincible. 
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Yield  to  Kleber  that  unbounded  coniidoncc  which  yen.  gare  to  mc. 
He  merits  it  all.  Soldiers!  think  of  the  day,  when  crowned  with 
victory  you  shall  rc-cntcr  our  sacred  tenritory.  That  will  be  a  day  of 
glory  for  the  whole  nation  !" 

Tlie  accusations  of  Kleber,  notwithstanding  the  compliment  con- 
veyed to  him  in  this  address,  stuiif^  the  First  Consul  to  the  quick,  and 
was  long  a  source  of  annoyance  to  him.  Many  ycius  after,  when  at 
St.  Helena,  he  wrote  an  elaborate,  if  not  a  perfectly  satisfactory, 
refatadon  of  <Jie  whole  docunifliit. 

NiqpoiMm,  when  he  fint  aeiied  ihe  leba  4^  power,  had  proouted 
peace  to  die  BepvbBo;  and,  in  addxesiing  die  King  of  Enghod,  and 
in  hia  odier  negociatioii8,  had  taken  measorea  to  redeem  his  word. 
The  answer  of  Lord  Gzenville,  however,  and  the  preparations  of 
Austria,  shewed  that  not  only  the  peace  but  the  independenoe  of 
the  nation  rested  upon  fiiturc  yictories.  Marshal  Melas,  a  veteran 
Imperialist,  was  already  in  Piedmont  at  the  head  of  a  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  men,  waiting  the  approach  of  sprinc;  to  resume 
operations,  in  concert  with  the  British  fleet,  which  blockaded  Genoa, 
by  reducing  that  city,  crossini;  the  \'ar,  and  earrting  the  war  into 
the  heart  of  France.  Early  in  Januaiy,  Napoleon  had  issued  orders 
for  the  formation  of  an  army  of  reser\'c  to  assemble  at  Dijon,  and  to 
ooMiifc  of  aU  die  veteran  aoldiers  of  IVanee,  who  were  capaUe  of 
•enioe,  together  with  thirty  thousand  oooseripli;  the  eonunand  of 
whidi  was  conferred  upon  Berduer.  Morean,  meanwhile,  was 
i^^Niinted  chief  of  the  Armiea  of  die  Bhine.  Maasena  was  pkoed  at 
die  head  of  the  Army  of  Itafy;  and  jBmne  waa  inveated  widi  die 
command  of  the  Army  of  Holland.  The  distress  and  disorganization 
which  had  beoouie  geneni  among  the  troopa  during  the  absence  of 
Napoleon,  in  consequence  of  the  mismanagement  of  the  Directory, 
an«l  the  successive  defeats  sustained  by  the  Republican  arms,  dis- 
appeared immediately  it  was  known  that  the  First  Consul  was  to 
direct  their  future  operations.  The  gineral  order  wliich  produced 
such  an  electrical  efTcct,  ran  in  these  «ords : — "  Soldiers !  In  pro- 
mising peace  to  the  French  people,  I  have  been  merely  your  organ. 
I  know  your  valour.  You  are  the  same  men  who  conquered 
Holland,  the  Rhine,  Italy,  and  gave  peace  benesth  die  walls  of 
astonished  Vienna.  Soldieral  the  delenee  of  your  own  frontiers  mnit 
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no  longer  bonnd  jour  desires.  Tho  states  of  our  enemies  xcmaon  to 
be  subdued.  Tbiete  is  not  one  among  you  who,  ha^nng  made  a 
campaignj  is  ignonmt  that  the  most  essential  quality  of  a  soldier  is  to 
endure  privations  witli  constancy.  Many  years  of  mal-adininistration 
cannot  be  repaired  in  a  day.  As  First  Ma<;istrate  of  tlie  Republic,  it 
will  be  grateful  to  mc  to  declare  to  the  whole  nation  what  troops 
deserve,  by  their  discipline  and  valour,  to  be  proclaimed  the  best 
supporters  of  their  country.  Soldiers  !  when  the  jii  opcr  times  arrives, 
I  will  be  in  the  midst  of  you,  and  awe-struck  Europe  shall  confess, 
that  you  arc  <tf  ihe  rae«  of  biwre!" 

^le  master  at  D^on  was  merdy  a  iaat  to  decdlTe  tine  enemy  as 
to  the  plan  of  the  intended  campaign;  and  in  this  it  iras  eminently 
tuooessfbL  A  nnmerons  and  efficient  staff  was  sent  tibidier;  and  it 
was  announced  in  the  Momteur  and  elsewhere,  that  the  Pint  Consul 
wonld  review  the  troops  in  person.  To  Dijon,  acctndingly,  were  all 
the  spies  and  agents  of  Austria  and  England  attracted,  who,  when 
they  saw  that  this  vaunted  force  did  not  exceed  five  or  six  thousand 
men,  consisting  of  raw  rccniits  and  maimed  and  aged  men,  badly 
clothed,  indifferently  armed,  and  undisciplined,  transmitted  such 
accounts  to  their  respective  employers,  that  caricatures,  represent- 
ing a  few  boys  and  invalids  in  the  process  of  drilling,  inscribed 
"  Bonaparte's  Army  of  Ilcserve,"  together  with  pasquinades,  scandalous 
anecdotes  of  the  First  Consul,  and  arguments  proving  that  no  real 
army  of  reserve  emild  be  coUeetedf  were  published  duonglunit 
Europe.  Napoletm,  if  not  die  andunr,  was  certainly  the  pnmioter  of 
these  pleasantries,  so  well  calculated  to  divert  attentum  firam  lua 
derigns;  while  his  energies  were  devoted  to  the  organisation  of  die 
real  Army  of  Kescrve,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  details  of  one  of 
the  most  daring  campaigns  ever  attempted.  His  design  was  explained 
in  a  conversation  with  De  Bourrienne,  who  one  day  entered  his 
c.ibinet,  while  he  lay  stretched  upon  the  floor  fixing  pins — the  heads 
of  whitli  were  covered  with  black  and  red  sealing-wax  to  denote  the 
Austrian  and  Frcncli  troops — in  Chauchard's  large  map  of  Italy.  "  I 
intend  to  beat  Mclas  tlius,"  he  said :  "  that  General  is  now  at  Ales- 
sandria, where  ho  will  remain  till  Genoa  has  surrendered.  Passing 
the  Alps,  at  the  (Jreat  St.  Berniud,  I  shall  fall  upon  his  rear,  before 
he  even  auqieets  that  I  am  in  Italy ;  and,  ha>ing  taken  his  magazines. 
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Btnrrs,  nnd  hospitals,  and  cut  off  his  communication  with  Austria,  I  will 
giTG  liiin  battle  in  the  plains  of  the  Scri^na,  and  decide  tlic  fate  of  the 
war  at  n  blow."   It  is  worthy  of  remark^  that  his  laat  ved  pin  wm 

placi  d  at  till'  villas^r  of  St.  Juliano. 

The  secret  V  oV)S(  rvcd  with  regard  to  the  Army  of  Operation,  was 
not  penetrated  Ijy  the  enemy.  This  army  was  composed  chiefly  of 
troops  which  the  paciticatiou  of  La  \'eudt'e,  and  other  lloNalist 
districts,  allowed  to  be  drawn  £rom  those  departments,  and  of  the 
MgimeatB  whieh  had  compoaed  die  Direotairiel  nd  Consular  Guards, 
irliDse  presenoe  in  Paris  were  so  longer,  aeccsiaiy.  The  several 
divisiooi  were  Btarched  to  ihe  affointed  rendesnooa,  \if  separate 
ronlesy  each  coirpe  being  in  ignorance  of  the  destination  of  the  others. 
The  artOlery  and  stores  were  sent,  at  sereral  times,  fion  mons 
fortresses  and  arsenals.  Ihrovisions  were  forwarded  from  Ljons  to  | 
Toulon  and  Geneya,  to  be  embarked  thence,  when  required,  for 
Genoa  and  \'illeneuve ;  and  twenty-four  thousand  francs  (a  thousand  ! 
pounds)  were  transmitted  to  the  monks  of  St.  fiomard,  to  purchase 
additional  refreshments  for  crossing  the  Alps. 

Napoleon  remained  in  the  capital  till  everything  was  in  readiness  | 
for  the  advance  of  the  army,  when  Herthier  wrote  to  him  from  I 
Geneva : — "  I  wish  to  sec  you  here.  There  ai  e  orders  to  be  given,  by 
whidi  tlvee  armies  may  aet  in  concert,  and  you  alone  can  give  them 
in  the  Hnes.  Heaeares  decided  on  in  Psris  are  too  late.**  On  the 
eveung  of  die  5th  of  May,  the  Consnls  and  Ministers  were  sammoned 
to  a  Coondl  at  the  Tuileriss,  at  which  Nqpoleon  commnnicated  his 
intention  to  join  the  army.  "  A  grand  stroke  is  oonleBiiilated,*'  he 
said;  "  but  the  campaign  will  he  short.  Italy  has  echoes  to  repeat 
my  aane."  This  intelligence  occasioned  some  surprise ;  for  it  had 
been  eipwissly  provided  by  the  new  Constitution,  that  neither  of 
the  Consuls  shoidd  be  jx;rmittcd  to  command  an  army  in  ]>erson. 
Bonaparte  came  at  once  to  tin-  ptiint ;  and  exjilained.  that  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  Kepublic  wa^  not  forbidden  to  be  fut  sent  with  the 
troops  in  battle — an  omission,  which  had  enabled  him  to  arrange  witli 
Berthier,  that  while  the  latter  was  nominally  Conunandcr>in-duef,  the 
First  Coosol  should  have  die  entire  disposal  of  the  Army*  "To-noirow 
morning,**  said  Niydeon,  "  I  set  ont  lor  Dijon,  to  reriew  the  Army 
ofBeserre.  Ganse  this  to  he  published  in  die  jovmals;  and  add,  that 
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I  may  probably  go  as  far  as  Geneva ;  but  give  positive  assurance  of 

my  return  within  fifteen  days.  If  anything  happen  during  my 
absence,  I  will  return,  like  the  thunderbolt !  I  commend  to  you  the 
great  interests  of  France. — I  hope  to  be  soon  spoken  of  in  X«ondon 
and  Vienna." 

At  two  o'clock,  in  the  monung  of  the  6th,  he  quitted  Paris,  taking 
the  nmto  duoagli  Burgundy ;  and  talking,  by  the  way,  of  gieat 
wiRion  of  antiquity,  widi  aQ  die  azdsnt  mtlwwiaafn  of  boyhood. 
The  magnifioent  hopes  which  he  cheriahed,  made  Ihe  dangen  he  was 
about  to  eneonnter  seem  «ywgtiM*»aw«;  «  The  eonacripti  in  my  anny/* 
he  exdaimed,  when  reminded  that  th^  weze  wunerona,  and  but 
recently  levied,  "  are  Frenchmen !  Four  years  ago,  with  a  feeble 
army,  I  chased  before  me  the  Austrian  and  Sardinian  hordes,  and 
swept  Italy.  The  sun  that  now  shines  over  us,  is  the  same  that  shone 
on  Lodi  and  Areola.  Crowned  vrixh.  ■vnctory,  with  what  pleasure  shall 
I  return  to  my  beautiful  France!"  On  the  7th,  he  reached  Dijon, 
where  he  rc\'icwcd  the  pretended  Army  of  Reserve,  and  thus  afforded 
additional  mirth  to  the  spies  who  were  watching  its  movements. 
Afker  halting  two  hoon,  Napoleon  haalened  fiurward  to  Geneira, 
where,  by  tn-veDing  all  night,  he  arrived  on  the  8tih,  and  was  met 
by  General  Manaoot^  who,  having  been  previooaly  detpatohed  to 
survey  thd  passes  of  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  now  presented  his  report, 
detailing  a  number  of  difficulties  of  the  most  appalling  deser^tiMi— 
he  having  been  able  to  ascend  only  to  the  Convent  of  the  Chartreux. 
"  Is  the  route  practicable  ? "  asked  Napoleon,  impatiently.  *'  It  is 
barely  possible  to  pass,"  replied  the  Engineer.  "  Enough  I"  said  the 
First  Consul ;  "  let  us  proceed." 

On  the  13th  of  May,  the  vanguard  of  the  real  Army  of  Reserve, 
consisting  of  six  veteran  regiments,  wcU  clothed  and  completely 
equipped,  commanded  by  General  Lannes,  was  reviewed  by  Bona- 
parte, at  Lausanne,  and  immediate^  afterwards  moved  fiirward, 
followed  by  the  rest  of  the  army,  under  the  oommaiid  of  Marat,  Yictor, 
Marmont,  and  others  of  improved  skill  and  courage — Ki^poleon  and 
Berthier  bringmg  up  the  rear;  whidk,  having  with  it  the  artillery, 
was  the  object  of  highest  importance.  On  the  15th,  they  reached 
the  village  of  St.  Pierre,  at  the  fiwt  of  the  high  Alps,  where  all  traces 
of  a  road  disappeared.  Ihe  army,  wnk  its  cavahy,  baggage,  aoumip 
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aituni'-waggons,  and  artillery,  were  now  to  be  urged  up  and  along 
narrow  ledges  of  rock  and  eternal  snow,  and  througli  defiles,  where 
even  the  Rolitary  goatherd  picks  his  way  with  caution;  and  where 
none  save  him,  the  chamois -him tcr,  and  the  desperate  contrabandista 
are  accustomed  to  venture.  On  one  side,  death  awaited  a  single  false 
step  ;  on  the  other,  the  overhanfjing  snows  miglit  be  dislodged  by  the 
percussion  of  a  musket,  and  A^holc  squadrons  overwhehned  by  the 
terrific  avalanche ;  wliile,  in  the  immediate  track  of  the  army,  lay 
£itfaomleM  duami,  concealed  beneath  deceitful  ikeeti  of  frost  or  snow- 
drift. In  di6se  wild  heights  die  ay  of  the  diitiiriwd  eagle  wm  fiont, 
md  nuBL  bieadied  with  difBcolty  the  diin 

"  Air  of  the  iced  mountain  top. 
Where  the  birds  dare  not  build,  nor  inaect'a  wing 
FKt  o'er  the  beiblen  gmute.** 

The  passage  of  the  artillery  was  the  most  arduous  task ;  in  antici- 
pation of  which  two  half-companies  of  artificers  had  been  stationed 
at  St.  Pierre  with  field-forges,  and  other  implements,  necessary  to 
expedite  the  march.  The  guns  were  dismounted,  the  carriages  and 
wheels,  together  with  the  ammunition,  which  was  packed  in  wooden 
c«Mi,  were  transported  on  the  beeks  of  mvUm,  or  slung  on  poles,  and 
earned hj  men:  and  the  piecei  lhenitelTea»  fintened  by  their  tninniona 
into  hollowed  tmnka  of  tceea,  were  drawn  over  Uie  anew  by  the 
■oldievi,  e  hundred  cS  whom  were  not  nnfieqiientlylreqiured  to  move 
a  smgle  gun.  Li  dus  way,  emy  man  eheetfony  taldog  hit  torn  in 
the  more  arduous  labour  of  the  ascent,  while  a  comrade  caiiied  his 
musket,  cartridge-box,  ImapuH'lrj  and  pcorisions,  the  army  advanced 
slowly  up  the  mountain.  The  military  bands  played  during  the 
march ;  and,  at  the  most  difficult  points,  the  charge  was  beaten  to 
inspire  the  soldiers  with  renewed  Wgour.  The  animated  enthusiasm 
of  the  troops,  however,  needed  no  spur  in  addition  to  the  presence 
and  encouragement  of  Napoleon ;  thougli  the  fatigue  undergone  was 
sxich  as  probably  none  but  French  soldiers  could  have  endured,  nor 
they  for  any  commander  but  Bonaparte.  "Tlie  men  in  front  durst 
not  hak  to  breathe,  lest  ihe  stoppage  should  have  thrown  the  cohunn 
behind  into  confusion  on  the  brink  of  deadly  prsciiBcea;  and  those  in 
the  rear  had  to  flounder,  knee  deep,  throng  snow  and  ice  trampled 


Digitized  by  Google 


PA:iSAOE  OF  THE  ALPS. 


into  sludge  by  the  feet  and  hoofs  of  the  preceding  divisions."  Yet 
such  was  the  gallantry  and  perseverance  of  the  troops,  that  one  entire 
division,  rather  than  leave  their  artillery  behind  them,  preferred  to 
bivouac  on  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  in  the  sleety  atmosphere, 
amid  a  desolate  wilderness  of  snow. 

Tlxe  passage  of  Mont  St.  Bernard  occupied  four  days.  Napoleon 
crossed  among  the  last,  sometimes  walking,  and  at  others  riding  a 
mule,  which  had  been  recommended  to  him  as  the  most  sure-footed 
in  the  country.  His  guide  was  a  tall,  robust  Swiss  peasant,  with 
whom  he  conversed  freely,  and  in  whose  simple  story  he  took  so 
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modi  intereil  dui^  on  diwHwdng  him  at  the  Chartreoz,  he  {Hnseuted 
him  with  acme  money,  and  a  note  addressed  to  the  auperior  of  the 

convent  of  St.  Maurice,  where  they  had  slept  from  the  IGth  till  then, 
dirrrtin<7  that  he  m^ht  he  presented  with  Bome  land  and  a  cottage, 
which  durint^  tlif  journey  he  had  expressed  a  Vy-\<}\  \o  he  ahlc  to 
purchase.  The  youii>r  man  was  astonished  to  find  that  tliis  ill-written 
scrap  of  paper  w<is  capable  of  procurini,'  for  liim  the  acconii)libhmcnt 
of  his  utmost  desire,  ^fany  years  ai'tt  rsvurds  lie  spoke  of  the  First 
Consul  as  a  very  dark  man  of  stern  aspect,  with  eyes  which,  notwith- 
standing his  afiability,  impressed  the  beholder  with  awe  when  he 
encountered  them.  All  that  the  guide  remembered  of  his  conyeraatum 
was  that,  when  shaking  the  wet  from  his  hat  after  a  shower,  he 
exclaimed,  ** I  have  spoiled  my  hat  among  yonr  mountains:  but  never 
mind,  I  shall  find  a  new  one  on  the  other  side.**  He  had  not 
forgotten,  however,  the  electrical  effect  of  Napokon*s  voice  upon  the 

soldiery,  when  any  temporary  ohstack'  impeded  their  prograaa.  A 
word  or  look  was  sufficient  to  rectify  everything,  and  put  the  troops 
into  motion  again. 

At  the  widely-known  and  liospitahle  monastrrv  of  the  Chartreux, 
which  Bonaparte  reached  on  the  '2(>th,  he  remained  an  hoiir  to 
refresh;  and  each  sohUer,  jus  he  passed,  received  a  large  ration  of 
bread  and  cheese  and  a  cup  of  wine,  provided  with  the  money  sent 
for  that  purpose,  as  already  stated,  from  Paris. 

Lannes,  with  the  vanguard,  which  was  unencumbered,  had  pamed 
on  the  IGth,  and  the  same  day  had  descended  to  die  vale  of  Aoate,  and 
taken  possession  of  the  village  of  that  name,  the  ample  provisiona  and 
pleasant  quarters  of  which  were  highly  acceptable.  The  next  morn- 
ing this  division  resumed  ita  march,  which  proved  little  less  difficult 
to  the  in&ntry,  and  more  so  to  the  cavalry,  than  had  been  the  ascent. 
The  horses  and  mules  had  to  be  led,  and  the  guns  slid  down  steep 
and  slippery  paths,  some  of  them,  at  first  view,  appearing  to  be 
scarcely  better  than  perpendicular  glaciers.  Many  of  the  men  per- 
formed parts  of  the  journey  seated  in  sledLfes,  similar  to  those  used 
for  transportin*;  the  cannon.  Towards  rvenins;.  on  the  17th,  Lannes 
reached  Chalillon,  where  he  encountered  and  routed  an  Austrian 
corps  of  four  or  five  thousand  men ;  "  who,"  Mr.  Lockhart  says, 
"received  the  onset  of  a  French  dhrisioQ,  in  dial  quarter,  with 
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about  as  mucli  surprise  as  if  an  enemy  had  dropped  on  tihem  fiom 

the  clouds." 

Every  obstacle  seemed  now  to  be  overcome.  The  army  was 
threading  a  beautiful  valley,  full  of  pleasant  houses  and  verdant 
enclosures,  and  brii^lit  >%nth  the  genial  influence  of  spring  weather, 
when  suddenly  the  progress  of  the  vanguard  was  checked  by  a 
discharge  from  the  cannon  of  Fort  Bard:  a  castle  placed  upon  a 
rugged  conical  rock  rising  from  the  torrent  stream  of  the  Doria, 
which  lows  through  «  defile  about  fifty  yards  in  width,  girt  in,  on 
ather  ride,  by  precipitous  and  seemingly  inaooessihle  hei^its.  Some 
engineer-officers  approached  to  reconnoitre ;  but  reported  that  the 
only  practicable  road  lay  through  die  town  of  St.  Bard,  whidk  was 
stroo^  walled  and  oommanded  by  the  guns  of  the  fortress.  At 
night,  Lanncs  attempted  to  carry  the  fortifications  by  assault ;  but 
the  attacking  party  being  driven  back  with  some  loss,  a  panic  seized 
the  vanguard,  which  was  rapidly  communicated  through  the  whole 
army;  and  orders  were  given  for  stopping  the  descent  of  the  artillery. 
Napoh on,  who  hnd  already  reached  Aosta,  immediately  hastened 
forward,  and  found  tlie  troops  in  great  confusion.  Hastily  surveying 
the  road,  he  perceived  a  goat-track  up  the  rock  of  Albaredo,  hitherto 
trodden  by  only  the  chamois  and  its  pursuer.  By  this  dangerous 
route  he  dimbed  the  mountain,  when,  lying  down  in  the  long  grass 
upon  its  summit^  and  resting  his  telescope  up<ni  the  edge  of  e  pved- 
pioe,  he  soon  ssoertained  the  posribility  of  taking  die  town  for  die 
passage  of  the  artillery,  and  of  accdeiattng  the  advance  of  die  amy 
in  aaodier  dhrection.  A  sing^  gun  was  raised,  widi  the  ntmost 
difficulty,  to  the  platean  of  the  Albaredo ;  and  the  moment  diis  was 
got  in  position  to  play  upon  the  bastion  of  St.  Bard,  so  as  to  create 
a  diversion  in  favour  of  the  French,  orders  were  given  that  the 
infantry  and  cavalry,  in  single  file,  should  ascend  the  mountain-path 
explored  by  Napoleon,  and  so  pass  on  to  Ivrea,  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  enemy's  cannon.  As  the  soldiers  crept  one  by  one  along  the 
edge  of  the  rock,  each  paused  for  a  moment  to  gaze  on  the  bronzed 
featiu-es  of  the  Chief,  who,  exhausted  with  fatigue,  had  laid  himself 
down,  and  was  fini  asleep  on  die  summit  of  the 

At  nightfidl.  Colonel  Dufour  at  the  head  of  the  560i  demi-brigade 
scaled  the  wall  of  St  Bard,  and  fell  so  impetuously  upon  the 
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defenders,  that  they  retreated  in  confusion  to  the  castle,  leaving 
the  town  in  possession  of  the  assailants.  The  garrison  of  the  fortress 
for  some  houis  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  houses ;  but  finding  that 
the  French  were  not  to  be  dislodged,  and  that  the  mischief  wrought 
by  their  cannonade  fell  chiefly  upon  the  friendly  inhabitants,  they  at 
length  desisted.  The  artillery  was  then  hastily  remounted,  the  wheels 
of  the  carriages  were  bound  with  straw,  the  gtins  and  ammunition 
train  covered  with  boughs  of  trees,  and  the  streets  littered  with  loose 
earth  and  dung,  so  that  no  sound  should  betray  the  passage  to  the 


troops  witliin ;  the  fortress  and  the  cannons  and  waggons  were  then 
drawn,  in  profoimd  silence,  through  the  town  of  St.  Hard.  So  Uttle 
precaution  had  been  token  to  keep  up  a  communication  t*-ith  the 
town  that,  although,  as  Sir  Walter  Scott  observes,  "  a  light  shewn  in 
a  window  would  have  $cr>  cd  to  detect  the  stratagem,"  and  the  whole 


ITBBA. — CniVfBlLA. 

proceeding  took  place  within  pistol-shot  of  the  castle,  the  garrison 
entertained  not  the  least  .suspicion  of  wliat  was  facing  foi"ward ;  and 
the  next  day,  the  Commandant  despatched  a  messenger  to  ^lelas,  who 
was  then  engaged  witli  Suthet,  upon  tlie  bouthcm  frontier  of  France, 
to  inform  him  of  the  advance  of  a  large  French  army  by  the  goat-tracts 
of  the  AJbaiedo  j  hot  aaraxing  him.  that  no  artfllery  wm  widi  diem, 
and  that  none  should  be  8Ci£bred  to  pass.  Had  printer  vigilaiiGe  been 
naed,  the  reaiatance  of  Fort  Bard,  the  inqportamce  of  whidi  had  been 
nnder-iated  m  ibtnung  Uie  plan  of  the  campaign,  nof^  hsre  rendered 
fruitless  the  passage  of  St  Bernard. 

Leaving  a  brigade  of  Conscripts,  under  General  Chahran,  to  besiege 
this  dangerous  little  fort.  Napoleon  with  his  main  army  hastened 
forward  to  Ivrca;  \rherc,  on  the  'ilfh  of  May,  tlic  advanced  guard 
attacked  and  defeated  an  Austrian  dixision  of  five  or  six  thousand 
men,  and  obtained  possession  of  the  town  and  citadel,  together  with 
extensive  stores  and  provisions.  Tlie  enemy,  intending  to  cover 
Timn,  now  retired  to  Komano,  where  they  received  large  reinforce- 
ments ;  but,  being  pursued  by  Lannes,  they  were  again  defeated,  on 
the  26di,  vilh  condderable  alanghter,  at  the  bridge  of  CShinadla, 
and  dxiyen  in  the  iitmoat  diaovder  toward*  the  Fiedmouteae  capitaL 
The  adranced  guard  todc  poMeaaion  of  Chivano,  adsed  man7  boata 
and  Teaaela,  laden  with  pionnona  and  wmmded  men,  and  intercepted 
Mclas*  oomnranicationa  along  the  Po.  A  feint  was  made  to  construct 
a  bridge  of  boats  over  the  river,  which  had  the  eflfect  of  withdrawing 
a  large  body  of  troops,  from  the  lt>ft  bank  of  the  river,  to  oppose 
Napoleon's  passage  on  the  right.  This  was  what  the  First  Consul 
desired ;  as  it  left  him  free  to  operate,  without  danger  of  molestation, 
upon  ^lilan. 

From  the  beginning  of  April,  Massena  had  been  strictly  blockaded 
in  Genoa;  and,  notwithstanding  some  temporary  successes,  his  troops 
were  redaced  to  the  necearity  of  eating  horses,  dogs,  and  other 
unclean  animals;  ao  Uiat  unless  reUered,  the  snxrender  of  the  city 
could  not  long  be  delayed.  Early  in  May,  Meks,  leaving  the 
prosecution  of  the  siege  to  General  Ott,  had  moyed  ibrward  against 
Suchet,  who  maintained,  with  great  gallantry,  the  defence  of  the 
passes  between  France  and  Piedmont.  On  the  2l8t,  the  Imperialists 
made  a  desperate  effort  to  fitrce  the  paasage  of  the  Var ;  bat,  failing 
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in  duB,  they  were,  on  ike  Mune  day,  cecalled  to  free  a  more  firaudable 
antagonist  dun  any  they  had  lately  eneovnitered.  Melaa  now,  for 
the  first  time,  received  news  of  the  movements  of  Napoleon.  The 
intelligence  astounded  and  perplexed  him.  The  roads  in  his  rear, 
his  supplies  and  communications,  were  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  the 
unexpected  invader.  In  this  dilemma,  without  certain  information 
of  the  strcnj^tli  of  his  opponent,  and  believing  that  lie  was  without 
artillery,  he  resolved  to  march  against  him  in  person,  before  any 
diversion  should  be  effected  by  means  of  which  Genoa  might  be 
relieved. 

Napoleon  had  halted  at  Ivrea,  to  refresh  lus  main  anuy,  after  tlic 
fatigues  it  had  imdeig<me.  In  the  meantime,  however,  detachments 
were  sent  in  Tarioiu  directioni  to  secure  the  paasei  of  the  Simplon 
and  St  Gothard,  and  keep  open  die  means  of  comnwmiration  with 
Franoe.  On  lihe  27th  of  May,  Miuat  was  despatched  with  his 
divirion  across  the  Sesia,  to  operate  upon  YercdU ;  and,  news  having 
reached  the  First  Constd,  that  Moncey,  with  fifteen  thousand  men, 
who  had  been  ordered  to  advance  from  the  Army  of  the  Rhine,  had 
debouched  by  the  St.  Gothard,  he  himself,  on  the  Sist,  while  Melas 
was  marching  to  the  defence  of  Turin,  moved  rapidly  towards  the 
Ticino,  a  wide  and  rapid  river,  six  or  seven  leagues  westward  of 
^lilan,  wliidi.  after  a  sharp  rontlii  t  with  some  straggling  trooj>s  U-ft 
in  that  quarter  as  corps  of  observation,  was  passed  on  the  1st  of  June, 
in  four  small  boats,  there  being  no  bridge,  and  tlie  armv  being 
without  pontoon  trains.  On  the  ~nd,  Napoleon  entered  Milan,  amid 
the  general  rejoicings  of  the  inhabitants;  who,  luo-ing  heard  that  he 
had  perished  m  the  Bed  Sea,  and  that  the  First  Cktnsul  was  one  of 
his  Brothers,  were  surprised  and  delighted  once  more  to  see  him 
amongstdiemattheheadaf  his  "liberating'*  troops.  That  most  of 
the  Italians  wished  well  to  the  cause  of  ihmr  invader,  there  cannot 
be  a  doubt  The  Ubend  institutions  whidi  he  had  given  them  during 
his  first  campaign,  had  been  destroyed  by  Austria;  and  aU  who  had 
exhibited  any  seal  in  supi>orting  or  defending  tlu m,  now  languished 
in  distant  dungeons.  The  taxes  had  been  rendered  more  oppressive 
than  formerly,  and  thought  and  expression  put  under  more  jealous 
and  severe  restraint. 

Napoleon  immediately  reorganised  the  Cisalpine  R^ubUc,  and 
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addressed  the  followinc^  proclamation  to  his  army "  Soldirrs !  One 
of  our  departments  w;\.s  in  the  power  of  the  enemy.  Consternation 
reigned  over  the  -wliole  of  the  South  of  France.  The  greater  part  of 
the  I-ii^nrian  trn-itory  was  invaded.  The  Cisalpine  Repubhc  was 
anuiliiiatcd,  and  consigned  to  a  ridiculous  feudal  domination.  You 
have  marched,  and  the  French  temtory  u  ■beady  freel  Appre« 
hennon  is  succeeded  by  joy  in  oar  oountry. 

"  Ton  are  in  the  Capital  of  Ae  Cisa^one  I  Ihe  enemy,  panic- 
ftaicken,  hope  only  to  regain  the  firontierB.  Yon  hsve  taken  from 
them  their  itoree,  their  magarinea,  and  reaenrea  of  artiUery.  The 


first  act  of  the  campaign  is  ended,  ^lilllons  of  men  daily  m mifcst 
their  gratitude  to  you.  March  now  to  meet  those  soldiers  who  have 
carried  terror  into  your  families — oppose  their  retreat — snatch  from 
them  the  horela  ir^  whidi  they  hare  decked  themaelvea;  end  thus 
teach  the  world,  that  a  maUdictkm  rests  upon  aU  madmen  who  dare 
to  insult  the  Gbbat  Natiom  I  The  result  of  your  effiirts  will  be 
nncknided  glory  and  solid  peaoe." 
On  the  second  day  after  the  occupation  of  Milan,  a  spy,  who  had 
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formerly  been  scrviroablc  to  Xapolcon,  sent  his  name,  and  a  request 
to  be  acbnittcd  to  an  intcnncw.  "  IIow  is  it  you  are  not  yet  shot  ?" 
exclaimed  the  First  Consul,  as  the  man  entered  his  apartment. 
"  General,"  »aid  the  spy,  "  when  the  war  retununcnccd,  and  you 
were  fisur  from  Europe,  I  entered  the  service  of  Austria.  I  always 
■ttadi  myidf  to  die  fintaawtet  litvuig  feund  my  account  in  doing  ao. 
Nov,  bowerer,  I  vidi  to  nake  up  my  little  fbrtune,  leave  off  tliia 
dugeroof  and  pais  llie  rett  of  my  days  in  tranquilli^.  I  am 
■ent  into  yonr  Knee  bj  Melai,  but  have  it  in  mj  pover  to  render  70a 
important  aenriise.  Ton  are  raffidently  itrong  to  impart  to  me  acme 
real  infinmation,  which  I  can  conray  to  my  employer ;  and  in  return 
I  will  inform  you  of  the  positiooa  of  the  enemy."  The  First  Consul 
accepted  the  ofier,  learned  the  names,  number,  and  positions  of  all  the 
Austrian  forces,  and  that  Mclas  himself  was  at  Alessandria,  which  was 
not  pro\'iHioned,  and  where  there  were  many  siek  and  wounded,  and 
a  scarcity  of  medicines  prevailed.  A  note  wa.-^  piven  to  the  spy, 
informing  him,  with  tolerable  accuracy,  of  the  strength  and  positions 
of  the  French ;  and  Najwleon  promised  that,  if  his  information  provt'd 
correct,  he  should  be  rewarded  with  a  thousand  louis — which,  it  may 
be  added,  waa  ftithfolly  paid  after  th^bat^  of  Marengo ;  Mehu,  in 
die  meandme,  having  also  paid  him  liberally  finr  di«  intelligence 
brought  from  the  French  camp.  The  Ffawt  Conral  regarded  the 
aorvioea  ct  due  man  as  one  of  die  fiivonra  of  Fortune. 

Bonaparte  remained  mx  days  at  Milan,  making  dispodtlons  finr  the 
pvoaecodon  of  the  campaign,  and  directing  die  diArent  corps  of  his 
army  upon  the  points  he  desired  them  to  occupy.  Lannes  took 
possession  of  Pavia,  where  hr  found  large  stores  and  two  hundred 
puns,  among  whidi  were  tliiitv  jidd-pioces.  PuhcMnc  took  pos- 
.session  of  Ix)di;  and  whih-  a  portion  of  his  troops  invi  sttd  I'i/zighitone, 
another  portion  jiresscd  forw.ird  to  Cremona  and  Mantua.  n<  itlicr  of 
whidi  had  provisions  or  garrison.  Murat,  about  the  sajue  Lime, 
seised  Flaooiaa,  with  the  bridge  of  boats  diere  over  the  Po,  and 
intercqyted  a  courier  bearing  despatches  from  the  Aulio  Council  at 
Vienna  to  Melaa.  The  infcrmation  thus  obtained  shewed  how  utterly 
unprepared  was  the  Austrian  goveniment  ibr  the  bold  step  which 
had  placed  the  North  of  Italy  once  more  in  die  hands  of  Bonaparte. 
The  very  existence  of  the  Army  of  Bcserve  was  still  denied;  and 
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Mclas  was  dirocttd  to  press  forward  with  vigour  into  the  heart  of 
Provence,  in  order  to  compel  the  recall  of  the  Army  of  the  Khine, 
which  was  rapidly  advancing  into  Germany. 

Napoleon,  anxiou.s  to  reheve  Genoa,  now  detached  a  division  of 
Moncey's  corps  to  line  tlie  Po  from  Pavia  to  the  Doria,  with  orders 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  a  large  body  of  whom  had  just 
appeared  before  Flacenza,  whSe  lie  dioiild  mom  fimnurd  upon  Sln- 
della,  on  ihs  right  bank  of  the  Po,  in  order  to  prermt  Melas  from 
readbing  Milaa,  and  there  compel  him  to  a  battle  widi  hia  line  of 
operation  intexaected.  In  Ae  midit  <tf  these  preparationa,  newa 
arrived  of  the  aurrender  of  Genoa  by  Maaaena.  Una  dtj  had 
anatained  the  blockade  tiU  Ae  inbabatanta,  preaaed  by  fionbe^  had 
become  tantnltuona,  demanded  ''Bread  or  Deadil**  and  threatened 
to  rise  en  mime,  and  open  the  gates  to  the  enemy.  In  the  sorties 
made  by  the  beleaguered  army,  the  French  had  never  displayed 
more  gallantry.  On  one  occasion,  a  desperate  attack  was  led  by 
Soult :  the  soldiers  selected  for  that  purpose  were  those  of  two 
regiments,  wliich,  from  the  circumstance  tliat  one  had  ])eon  employed 
to  disarm  the  other  during  the  period  of  military  insubordination  that 
marked  the  last  days  of  the  directory,  had  sworn  enmity  to  each 
other.  In  the  excitement  under  which  they  now  met,  their  animosity 
was  instantly  forgotten,  and  a  spirit  of  generous  rivalry  took  its  place. 
In  the  contest  the  soldiers  became  intermingled :  they  embraced  each 
other  fai  Ae  midat  of  the  fire,  and  ha]f  of  each  corps  passing  into  the 
ranks  of  Ae  othor,  the  fight  was  renewed  with  double  ardonr. 
Bat  neidier  their  courage,  nor  tihe  enthtiMaam  with  whidi  diey  were 
inspired  on  learning  that  the  First  Cananl  was  near  m  person, 
could  allay  die  hunger  whidi  aasaikd  them.  Ererything  eatable  had 
been  devoured — even  to  the  shoes  and  knqwacsks  of  the  men,  and 
ihe  eaddles,  girths,  and  harness  of  the  hones :  and  at  loigth  ^Masscna 
was  compelled  to  listen  to  overtures  for  a  conference  with  General 
Ott  and  Lord  Keith,  the  British  Admiral  who  guarded  the  harbour. 
It  was  almost  at  the  moment  when  Uiis  conference  Avas  fixed,  that 
Ott  received  the  command  of  Mela.s  to  raise  the  blockade,  and  fall 
back  upon  the  Po.  Had  Massona  held  out,  tliereforc,  but  a  few 
houis  longer,  his  relief  would  have  been  certain.  In  such  circum- 
stances, the  terms  of  evacuation  were  not  a  matter  of  great  importance. 
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The  word  "  capitulation  "  was  omitted,  and  the  troops  were  permitted 
to  march  out  of  Genoa  witli  arms  and  baggage,  and  to  proceed, 
witliout  their  General,  who  with  sixteen  hundred  men  was  sent  round 
by  sea  to  Antibes,  to  the  head-quarters  of  General  Suchet,  which  was 
then  advanced  as  far  as  Voltri.  By  this  proccediii;^',  Melas  procured  i 
a  reinforcement  of  eighteen  thousand  effective  men;  and  jSapoleon 
was  proportionately  embarrassed  as  to  his  future  operations. 

The  vanguard  under  Lannes  had  ahready  croesed  the  Fo,  when  the 
news  of  die  fidl  of  Genoa  was  reoeiTed.  A  large  bo^  of  Anstriani , 
bong  the  army  of  General  Ott,  disengaged  by  the  csfptnlation  of 
Massena,  had  come  up  by  forced  marches,  and  on  the  10th  of  June 
oocnpied  the  villages  of  Montebdlo  and  Gasteggio.  T4mnesj  whose 
division  consisted  of  not  more  than  eig^t  thonaand  men,  on  observing 
the  strength  of  the  enen^,  manceuyred  to  avoid  an  engagement  till 
he  should  receive  reinforcements;  but  Ott,  conscious  of  his  supe- 
riority, was  resolved  to  force  him  to  immediate  conflict,  and,  at  day-  1 
break  on  the  11th,  attacked  him  in  his  position.  The  battle  was 
obstinate  and  bloody,  and  for  some  hours  victory  appeared  to  incline 
to  the  Austrians,  whose  cavalry  wa-s  good  and  numerous,  and  the  field 
favourable  for  their  operations.  About  noon,  when  the  troops  of 
Lannes  began  to  be  exhausted,  and  sciu-cely  able  to  sustain  the  charges 
incessantly  directed  against  them,  the  division  of  General  Victor 
came  to  Ouai  aid,  and  after  a  severe  struggle  tamed  die  tide  of  battle. 
The  fields  were  covered  with  tall  crops  of  rye  and  other  grain,  so  that 
die  hostile  battalions  freq[aen%  firand  diemselves  at  the  point  of  eadi 
odier's  bayonet  b^vre  diey  were  aware  of  the  jirosindty  of  any  bat 
fiiends ;  a  circomstanoe  which  prevented  die  Generab  from  di^laying 
much  sdence,  and  rendered  the  slaughter  greater  than  tisual,  die 
contest  being  maintained  by  physical  exertion — man  to  man.  "  Bones 
crashed  like  hailstones  against  windows,"  and  the  plain  was  literally  | 
strewn  with  dead  bodies.  At  length  the  Austrians  were  broken,  and  i 
compelled  to  a  precipitate  retreat,  leaving  three  thousand  killed  and  ■ 
six  thousand  prisoners  upon  the  field.  \;ipoKon,  having  heard  of 
the  enemy's  attatk,  crossed  tlie  To,  and  w;ls  hastening  to  the  spot, 
when  the  Austrians  Hcd.  Lannes  Wiis  covered  witlx  blood,  and  the 
soldiers  were  too  much  exhausted  to  be  able  to  join  in  a  vigorous 
pursuit  of  the  retreating  foe. 
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It  was  in  the  morning  of  the  battle  of  ^lontebello  that  Dosaix,  who 
had  just  returned  from  Egypt,  reached  tlie  head-quarters  of  the 
First  Consul,  bringing  with  him  news  of  the  capitulation  of  £1-Arisch, 
and  the  diiMtas  of  the  French  army.  Napoleon  considered  Desaix 
Moond  only,  as  a  nulitaiy  eomniaader,  to  If-  ffis  campaign  in 
Upper'Tgypt  ma  one  of  the  most  briUiant  the  French  amy  had 
achieved.  He  loved  and  emnlated  Boni^arte,  without  «lesinng  to 
become  his  rival.  **  Whaterer  rank  you  assign  me/*  he  said,  in  a 
letter  addressed  from  Toulon  to  the  Fint  Consul,  "  I  shall  be 
satisfied.  I  neither  wish  nor  asjnre  to  fint  command  ;  but  shall  senre 
with  equal  pleasure  as  a  volunteer  or  a  general.  Let  mo,  therefore, 
know  my  destination  immediately,  that  I  may  not  lose  an  instant.  A 
day  not  well  employed,  is  a  day  lost."  Napoleon  at  once  appointed 
him  to  the  command  of  the  division  of  Boudct,  who  had  been  killed 
in  a  previous  engagement.  The  high  opinion  wliith  Bonaparte  had  of 
Desaix*8  talents,  and  the  esteem  which  he  entertained  for  his  person, 
may  be  inlinnred  from  the  enlhnaiasm  with  which  he  receired  him. 
'<  Qa  my  return  to  Paris,**  he  said,  when  Desaix  had  retired  from 
his  tent  in  the  eremng,  after  a  long  and  doae  conTcrsation,  "  I  will 
I  make  him  Ifinister  at  War.  He  shall  be  next  in  place  and  power  to 
myself.  I  would  make  him  a  prince,  if  I  were  able.  He  ia  of  die 
heroic  mould  of  antiquity." 

The  French  army  being  now  concentrated  at  StradeUa,  the  First 
Consul  was  anxious  to  come  at  once  to  a  dedsiTe  engagement,  befinre 
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the  Austrians  should  be  joined  by  the  English  army,  already  eoIlecte4 
at  Port  Mahon.  He  never  contemplated  that  the  perplexity  of  Melaa 
would  have  kept  the  latter  inactive  at  Alessandria^  irhile  so  mnch 
might  have  born  done  to  render  his  situation  danpferous  to  the  encnqr. 
Had  he  niovrd  upon  the  Ticino,  lu-  niit^ht  have  recovered  Milan, 
inter«e(  t<  d  tlie  line  of  the  Tionch  army,  and  forced  Napoleon  back, 
at  disadvantage,  upon  the  Adda:  or,  by  falling  batk  to  (uiioa.  tin  re 
was  the  prospect  of  being  able  to  crush  Suchct,  and  take  up  a  position 
where  tihe  T«n|^hh  fleet  eoold  supply  him  with  prorisions,  ammunition, 
and  ranforcements ;  or,  in  case  of  neoesi^ity,  (  u  r^-  him  ronnd  by  sea 
into  Tuscany,  and  enable  him  to  operate  upon  Mantoa,  and  xe>establiih 
hit  cofnmwnicatiopa  with  Germany.  Calculating  diat  one  of  dieae 
movementi  waa  about  to  be  made,  either  of  which  weald  haye  ren- 
dered Napoleon^s  position  critical,  the  Frencli  Oeneral,  on  the  IStfa, 
advanced  with  hi*  main  army  ui>on  the  Scrivia,  in  order  to  be  able  to 
act  as  circumstances  might  require ;  and  in  the  evening  of  that  day 
took  post  at  Tortona,  vrithout  ha^nng  discovered  any  other  signs  of  an 
enemy  than  a  few  cavalry  scouts,  which  indicated  rather  the  escape 
of  Melas  than  his  presence  in  the  neighbourhood. 

At  day-break  on  the  1 3th,  Napoleon  passed  tlie  Scrivia,  and 
marcheil  to  St.  Juli;uio,  in  the  midst  of  the  great  plain  of  Marengo, 
not  doubting  that,  if  Melas  were  at  hand,  he  would  take  advantage  of 
thia  fine  field,  which  afibrded  audi  scope  for  cavalry  operatiana,  to 
give  battle.  Stin,  however,  there  waa  no  appearance  of  an  Austrian 
fiaroe;  and  Boni^arte'a  fear  that  the  enemy  had  eluded  him,  grew 
into  conviction.  Under  the  impreasien  that  the  Auatriana  were 
mardiing  towarda  Goioa,  or  manoenviing  to  croaa  the  Po,  the  First 
Coneul  immediately  ordered  Lapoype  to  fall  back  upon  the  Ticino, 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  occupying  the  left  bank  of  that  river ;  and 
despatched  Desaix  with  tlie  Reserve  to  Novi,  to  observe  the  roads  ' 

I     there,  and  interrupt  the  advance  of  troops  towards  tlie  sea.    .\t  the  ' 
Kamc  time,  \'irtor,  being  ordered  to  enter  the  vIU  il."^  "1  Mareiii^d,  and 
a.scerl:un  if  Mel.i>  had  any  bridge  iijion  the  Horruid.i,  attacked  there 
an  Austrian  outpost  of  four  or  i'lw  thousand  nun,  and  speedily  i 
routed  them,  taking  two  guns  and  a  hundred  prisoners.    The  moment  i 
after  thia  engagement,  the  diviaim  c£  Chabran,  which  had  been  left  ^ 

,    to  operate  along  the  Po^  ompoiate  Valenia,  in  order  to  prevent  the 


POSITION   OF  MELAS. 

passage  of  the  Austrians,  arrived  in  the  |dain,  and  were  greeted  witih 
an  enthuaiaatic  wekome  by  their  elated  oountrymeo.   In  the  eTening, 


tho  l^ormifla  was  reconnoitred;  the  scouts  on  their  retm-n  reporting 
that  there  wiis  no  bridge,  and  that  Alessandria  contained  merely  an 
ordinary  garrison.  At  night,  the  corps  of  Lannes  bivouacked  in  the 
rear  of  Marengo. 

Napoleon  was  exceedingly  anxious  and  uneasy,  and  rode  after 
sunset  to  Tom  di  Garafohi,  to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  movements 
of  Melas,  firon  die  acoats  vhich  had  been  aent  finrward  on  ihe  12di 
in  die  direction  of  Genoft:  bat  no  hufinrmation  reached  him«  and  he 
ronained  in  the  same  uncertain^  aa  on  ihe  pveceduig  day. 

Mehui,  meanwhile,  whoae  army  had  not  recovered  fiom  the  panic 
of  MontebeUo,  waa  agitated  by  the  moat  gloomy  ftcebodinga.  Sndiet 
was  close  behind  him,  and  had  been  aaooeaiM  in  aeveral  enoonnters 
with  his  rear  guard.  Napoleon,  with  the  Army  of  Reierve,  which 
a  few  days  before  had  been  an  object  of  derision,  waa  opposed 
to  him  in  front,  and,  having  advanced  into  the  plain,  menaced  an 
immediate  attack.  A  council  of  war  was,  therefore,  held  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th,  to  determine  what  sluniUl  be  don(  ;  and  after 
much  discussion,  ia  which  all  present  agreed  in  casting  the  blame 
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9i  tkeir  preteat  difficult  poritum  upon  the  Alutrian  caUaet  wbich 
lukd  milled  them  is  to  ihe  proceedings  of  Napoleon,  it  was  zeaolTed 
to  give  battle  next  monuDg,  cat  Uidr  way,  if  ponible^  through  the 
French  army,  and,  reaching  Manttin,  open  a  passage  for  suppUes  and 

reinforcements  from  Menna,  The  chances  of  \-ictory  were  still  greatly 
in  favour  of  the  Anstriam,  who,  notwithstanding  their  losses  before 
Genoa,  at  Montcbello,  and  in  the  various  skirmishes  which  had  taken 
place  since  the  commencement  of  the  campaign,  were  far  superior  in 
numbers  to  the  French ;  their  cavalry  being  ujiwiirds  of  three  to  one. 
Melas  could  muster  on  the  spot,  above  fifty  thousaiul  effective  men: 
Napoleon  not  more  than  twenty-eight  or  tliirty  thoubaud,  including 
the  divuion  d  Desaiz.  The  decision  of  the  council,  when  commu- 
nicated to  the  troops,  afforded  general  aatisfi»tion ;  and  die  Awtrian 
army  was,  therefore,  at  onoe  coooentrated  in  front  of  Alewandiia, 
with  nodiing  bat  the  Bomuda  and  a  small  portion  of  die  pbdn  of 
Mareogo  between  it  and  the  foe. 

At  dawn,  on  die  nunming  of  the  14di,  the  Anatriana  d^Bbd  aearoai 
the  river,  by  three  temporary  bridges,  the  ooostraction  of  whidk  had 
been  atrangely  overlooked  by  the  French  scouts  on  the  preceding 
cveninc^.  Their  left  column,  consistini?  of  cavalr>-  and  light  infantry, 
made  a  detour  round  Castel  Ceriolo  to  outflank  the  French  right : 
tlie  centre  and  right  advanced  ra])idly  on  Marengo,  and  commenced 
the  battle  by  a  furious  cannonade  on  the  jwsition  of  General  \'ictor. 
The  armies  were  within  a  short  distance  of  each  other ;  the  guns  of 
the  tirsUenrs  on  mther  ride  nearly  toadied  across  a  nancow  ratine, 
the  channel  of  a  rindet  near  die  village :  tiie  fore  of  the  cannon  and 
mnaketry  ooald  not  foil,  therefore,  to  spread  en  every  aide  des  saiation 
and  denh.  Fov  two  boon,  Victor  ringty  widistood  die  aasanlti  of 
the  immeasaraUy  sapexior  focee  oppeeed  to  him;  bat  at  kogdi  hia 
soldiers,  thinned  and  dispirited,  were  compelled  to  give  way.  The 
report  of  die  enemy's  artillery  was  the  first  intimation  the  first 
Consul  received  of  this  unexpected  engagement.  A  fleet  mcusenger 
wa-s  instantly  despatched  to  require  the  inuiiediatc  return  of  l^e8;ux, 
I  who  was  nearly  half  a  day's  journey  <li^taut  on  the  road  to  Genoa; 
then,  galloping  forward,  l>on.ii)arte  arrived  at  the  Kcene  of  action 
about  ten  uVluck.  Marengo  wait  already  in  possession  of  the  Aus> 
trians;  and  the  mMkn  who  had  been  driren  dmioe  wore  flying  in 
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the  Utmost  disorder  along  the  plain,  spreading  alarm  as  they  ran, 

and  exclaiming  in  dismay,  *' All  is  loatl'* 

Steadily  advancing,  the  Austrians  now  attacked  General  Lannes, 
who  was  still  jiostcd  in  tlic  rear  of"  ^larcngo.  Napoleon  ordered  the 
battalioji  of  c  aviJiy  guard,  consistincr  of  eight  hundred  of  the  best 
soldiers  in  the  armv,  to  station  themsehes  about  a  thousand  yards 
behind  that  General,  inclining  to  the  right,  in  a  position  to  keep  the 
enemy  in  check.  General  St.  Cyr  at  the  same  time  received  orders  i 
to  extend  his  line  towards  Castel  Ceriolo,  so  as  to  flank  the  Austrian 
left ;  wMle  Bonaparte  himself  with  the  72nd  demi-hrigade  hastened  I 
to  the  sixpport  of  Lannes.  In  the  midst  of  the  eoaifliet,  the  ahnoct 
overpowered  and  disheartened  aoldiera  perceived,  advaadng  on  the  | 
platn,  their  invincible  leader,  surroonded  by  his  staff  and  by  the 
flirred  of  the  brave  grenadieia  of  the  Guard.  Shoots  of  joy 
ascended  aanid  the  roar  of  artillery,  and  the  sinking  hearts  of  the 
men  were  reanimated  for  the  doubtful  strife.  Even  the  fugitives  j 
of  Victor's  division  rallied  at  tlie  sight,  and  were  enabled  to  form 
again  before  St.  Juli:ino.  in  the  rear  of  Lannes'  impenetrable  corps. 
At  this  moment,  however,  the  column  which  had  been  sent  by  ilelas 
roimd  Castel  Ceriolo,  fell  upon  the  right  flank  of  the  French,  and 
I^annes  was  compelled  to  retreat ;  but  so  slowly,  and  with  such 
admirable  coolness  and  order,  that  it  occupied  three  hours  to  drive  ; 
him  three  quarters  ci  a  league,  though  dtuing  the  whole  time  he  was 
assailed  by  an  immensely  superior  fince,  and  frequently  exposed  to  the 
grape-ahot  of  eigh^  pieces  of  cannon.  Four  times  during  this  retreat 
were  die  Ecench  advancing,  and  as  often  retrograding.  Upwards 
of  sixtf  pieces  of  cannon  were  taken  and  retaken;  and  more  than 
twelve  distinct  charges  of  cavalry  were  sustained. 

Just  before  three  o'clock,  about  ten  thousand  hors(^  and  foot  charged 
Napoleon's  right  flank,  in  whirh.  "  as  a  redoubt  of  granite,"  were 
stationed  the  Consular  Guards.  C;n  ah  y,  infantry,  artillery,  every 
stratagem  and  effort,  were  directed  against  this  brave  battalion,  but 
in  vain :  as  fast  as  the  men  in  the  front  ranks  fell,  their  jilares  were 
supplied  by  imdaunted  comrades,  and  the  phalanx  remained  firm  and 
unbroken.  This  gallant  resistance  kept  tlie  enemy's  left  in  check, 
while  Honnier,  with  the  advanced  guard  of  Desaix*  division,  which 
had  just  returned  from  Novi,  poahed  acrosa  the  plain  to  the  village 
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of  Castcl  Ccriolo,  which  the  Austrians,  when  tlicy  passed  it  in  the 
morning,  had  neglected  to  occupy  in  suificient  force,  and  carried  the 
position  at  the  point  of  the  hayonet. 

In  the  meantime,  the  h-ft  and  centre  of  tlie  French  line,  no  longer 
ahlc  to  maintain  tlicir  ground  against  the  overwhelming  charges  of 
cavalry  which  continued  to  l>e  directed  against  them,  were  thrown  into 
disorder,  and  began  a  precipitate  retreat.  The  enemy  then  advanced 
in  line,  sweeping  the  field  before  them,  with  a  deadly  shower  of 
grape-shot  from  upwards  of  a  hundred  cannon.  The  whole  plain 
was  covered  with  a  panic-Htricken  and  disorganized  multitude,  fl>'ing, 
unconscious  whither,  to  avoid  the  murderous  pursuit  of  the  Austrian 
cavalry.  The  battle  seemed  inevitably  lost.  So  certain  was  Melas  of 
victory,  that,  leaWng  the  pursuit  to  General  Zach,  he  now  returned 
to  Alessandria,  to  obtain  some  repose,  after  the  long  and  fatiguing 
exertions  he  had  undergone,  and  wliich  his  great  age  —  he  was 


L/iLji.i^uj  Ly  Google 


ARRIVAL  OP  DESAIX. 


eighty-four — rendered  necessary.  At  this  critical  moment,  the  corps 
of  Dcsaix  arrived  at  St.  Juliano,  to  which  the  Austrian  hussars  had 
approached,  T^-itliin  pistol  shot.  Desaix,  himself,  riding  up  to  Na- 
poleon, exclaimed,  "This,  General,  appears  to  be  a  battle  lost!" 
"  Nay,"  said  the  First  Consul,  "  it  is  a  battle  won.  Push  forward 
your  column,  while  I  rally  the  disordered  troops,  which  you  see,  in 
your  rear."  The  intrepid  General,  at  the  head  of  the  9th  brigade, 
instantly  rushed  on  to  the  attack,  and  charged  the  Austrian  column 
with  such  impetuosity,  that  it  was  driven  back  in  the  utmost  disorder. 

Bonaparte  seized  the  fortunate  interval  to  gallop  through  the  field, 
calling  upon  the  flying  soldiers  to  re-form,  and  advance.  "  Recollect, 
my  sons,"  he  exclaimed,  "  it  is  my  custom  to  sleep  on  the  field  of 
battle.    You  have  now  retired  far  enough."    The  men  responded  to 


his  call  with  enthusiasm,  amid  shouts  of  "  Vive  la  Republique !  Vive 
Bonaparte ! "    The  corps  of  Lannes  and  Victor  were  speedily  in  order 
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again,  burning  with  impatience  to  renew  the  contest,  and  obliterate  the 
disgrace  of  their  flight. 

The  whole  army  was  dra^nTi  up,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  in  new  line 
of  battle,  before  St.  Juliano,  with  the  cavalry  concentrated  in  advance. 
Innumerable  balls  and  shells  were  poured  into  the  tillage ;  and  a 
column,  of  six  thousand  of  Zach's  grenailiers,  endeavoured  to  pene- 
trate to  the  left.  The  First  Consid  perceiving  this  movement,  instantly 
sent  orders  to  Desaix  to  repulse  them ;  when  he,  advancing  for  that 
purpose,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  troopers,  received  a  ball  in  the 
breast,  at  the  moment  he  had  given  the  word  to  charge.  Young 
Lebrun,  the  son  of  the  Third  Consul,  is  said  to  have  received  the 
d^ing  words  of  the  hero.  "  Go,  tell  Napoleon,"  he  said,  "  that  I  die 
with  regret,  since  I  have  achieved  nothing  worthy  to  live  in  the 
remembrance  of  posterity."  It  was  in  the  midst  of  the  hottest  fire  of 
the  day,  that  the  First  ConsiU  heard  the  heavy  tidings  of  his  lose.    Of  j 
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all  the  generals  of  the  army,  he  was  the  best  beloved,  and  the  moat 
esteemed.  "  Why,"  bitterly  exclaimed  Bonaparte,  when  his  death 
was  announced  to  him,  "  is  it  not  permitted  me  to  weep ! "  The 
troops,  however,  were  not  disconcerted  by  the  fall  of  their  favourite 
chief,  but  rushed  on,  with  redoubled  fury,  to  avenge  his  death.  The 
9th  demi-brigade  acquitted  themselves  in  this  onset  so  as  to  merit 
their  subsequent  title  of  Incomparable,  General  Kellcrman,  who, 
wixh  a  brigade  of  heavy  cavalry,  had  ably  protected  the  retreat  of  the 
French  left,  now  hastened  to  support  the  corps  of  Desaix,  charging 
with  such  >dgour  and  precision  into  the  enemy's  column,  that,  after 
a  struggle  of  less  than  half  an  hour's  duration,  in  which  the  opposing 
soldiers  fought  man  to  man,  the  Austrian  grenadiers,  wearied  with  the 
long  day's  conflict,  and  disordered  by  the  suddenness  of  the  assaiilt, 
were  routed  with  great  slaughter,  and  General  Zach,  with  his  staff, 
were  taken  prisoners.    The  whole  army  instantly  followed  up  the 
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moremeiit,  and  caxried  nnivenal  oonstematioii  into  tihe  enemy's  nnks. 
Eight  ct  ten  thonfland  of  the  Austrian  cavalry,  fearing  that  St.  Cyr, 
who  was  on  their  righ^  and  nearer  than  themselves  to  the  hridges  of 

the  Bormida,  might  arrive  there  in  time  to  cut  off  the  retreat  across 
the  river,  instead  of  forming  to  protect  the  flight  of  the  infimtiy, 
turned  tlu  ir  horses*  heads,  and  scoured  the  plain  at  full  gallop,  over-  j 
throwing  and  trampling  on  all  that  opposed  or  impeded  their  career, 
friend  or  foe.    The  ronfusion  was  such,  that  those  who  reached  the  [ 
bridge  s  \\(  v('  so  crowtU'd  and  M  cdged  together,  as  to  he  unable  to  pass.  i 
"  Hundreds  were  drowned  :  the  river  rolled  red  amidst  the  corpses  of 
men  and  horses,  while  whole  corps  were  compelled  to  surrender."  It 
was  ten  at  night,  before  the  Austrian  General  was  able  to  rally  the 
MBains  of  hia  magni£cent  army,  which  in  the  morning  had  poured  | 
into  the  plain,  ao  confident  of  a  finrtonate  terminalion  to  the  Uboma  of 
the  day. 

Iho  trophiea  of  this  brilliant  and  deciaive  vidoty  were  fifteen 
standards,  fontj  jneces  of  cannon,  and  between  six  and  eight  thousand 

prisoners.  The  Austrians  left  upon  the  field  about  six  thousand 
killi  d.  Hie  loss  of  the  French  was  six  hundred  lolled,  and> fifteen 
hundred  wounded,  among  whom  were  three  generals.  Had 
Desaix  lieen  spared.  Napoleon's  triumph  would  have  been  complete 
and  imalloyed ;  hut  the  remembrance  of  his  fate  overclouded  all. 
**  Had  1  been  able  this  evening,"  said  the  Fir'st  Consul,  when 
ccnLti.itulated  on  his  suceess,  at  the  elose  of  the  day  ;  while, 
notwithstanding  his  previously  afierted  stoicism,  tears  started  to  his 
eyes ;  "  had  I  been  able  to  embrace  Desaix  upon  the  field  of  battle, 
the  day  wonld  indeed  have  been  glorious.**  Desaix  is  reported  to 
have  had  a  presentiraent  of  coming  evil,  when  he  joined  die  heed- 
quarters  of  Bonaparte  three  days  before;  and,  on  the  ev^ung  pre>  I  I 
ceding  die  batde,  he  said  to  more  Aan  one  of  his  Aides-de-camp, 
"  It  is  so  long  since  we  fenght  in  Europe,  that  the  baUs  have  fingoClen 
us.   Something  will  certainly  happen.*' 

The  i^prehension  and  despair  of  the  Austrians,  during  the  ensuing 
night,  were  great  beyond  description.    Napdeon  wax  on  the  banks  of 
the  Hormida.  and  Suehet  in  their  rear;  while  no  means  c»f  retreat  were  | 
left  them  but  tlie  ro.ul  to  the  .Alps  and  the  iVontit  rs  of  France.  wIk  re, 
followed  by  a  victorious  army,  they  could  scarcely  hope  fur  advantage.     .  | 
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In  this  desperate  situation,  Melas  at  once  resolved  to  attempt,  by 
ncgociation,  to  save  the  wreck  of  Ins  amqr*  Early  in  the  morning  of 
tlie  1 .5th,  therefore,  Prince  Lichtenstcin  was  sent  to  the  French  head- 
quarters with  proposals.  Napoleon  dcclaiTd  his  w-illingness  to  grant 
an  armistice,  and  to  allow  the  Austrians  to  retire  by  the  most  direct 
road  bi  liiiid  ^lantua,  with  their  arms  and  baggage,  on  condition  tliat 
the  fortresses  of  Italy  w'ere  immediately  surrendered  to  France. 
Tlie  Prince  remonstrated  against  these  conditions.  The  First  Consul 
put  an  end  to  all  argument  on  the  subject :  "  Carry  my  irrevocable 
resolTes  to  your  Geneialj  and  retam  quidcly,"  he  said.  "  "Kamr  diat  { 
I  am  not  a  aoldier  of  yeatarday,  but  am  perfedly  acqnainted  widi,  | 
your  aitnation:  yon  are  blockaded  in  Aleasandria,  with  many  ddc  ' 
and  wounded,  and  in  want  <tf  pnmnoos  and  medidnes.  Yow 
choicest  soldiers  are  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  My 
position  authoriaes  me  to  demand  more  than  I  have  asked;  but  I 
moderate  my  claims  in  respect  for  the  grey  hairs  of  your  commander, 
whom  I  honovu"."  The  surrender  of  Genoa  was  the  hardest  condition 
of  all.  Its  severity  may  be  the  more  readily  conceived,  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  same  post  carried  to  Vienna  the  news  of  its 
capture  and  restitution.  The  terms  of  the  Convention,  which  was 
signed  the  same  evening  bv  Berthier  and  ^lelas,  were  more  favourable  ' 
to  tlie  latter  than  they  might  otherwise  have  been,  because  Napoleon 
was  anxious  to  obtain  possession  of  Genoa  before  the  British  army, 
twenty  tbooaand  strong,  which  he  knew  to  be  on  its  way  to  diat  city, 
should  reach  the  harbour;  and  because  the  French  had  no  strong 
podtiona  in  Italy,  to  enable  them  to  aoatatn  any  rererae,  which  the 
landing  of  the  Kiglish  would  have  rendered  highly  probable. 

On  Ae  night  of  the  1 5th,  Bonaparte,  with  a  portion  of  his  staff,  j 
passed  over  the  field  of  the  recent  battle;  the  dead  bodies,  which 
there  had  not  been  time  to  inter,  stiU  strewing  the  ground.  The 
moon  shone  brightly  over  the  plain  ;  and,  in  the  deep  silence,  a  dog     J  1 
leaped  suddenly  from  his  dead  master's  side,  whined  and  howled  | 
piteously,  and  returned  to  his  resting  place,  alternately  licking  his 
master's  h.ands  and  face,  and  turning  to  t,'aze  iiiiou  the  horsemen  bel'ore  • 
him,  as  if  to  implore  tlicir  compassion  and  aid.    When  he  afterwards  j 
related  this  anecdote  to  Las  Cases,  Napoleon  remarked  that,  whedier     i  | 
owing  to  his  own  turn  €£  mind  at  the  moment  the  time,  the  place,or  i 
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Ilie  wtdaa  itMl^  no  inddent  cm  tny  fidd  of  bitdo  luid  oror  iiiuMWitffi 
him  to  deeply.  "  I  nivolantnity  ■toiipecl,''  he  aaid,  "  to  contemplate 
the  scene,  and  could  not  6xbe«r  ejaculating,  '  This  man  has  doubtleM 

friends  in  the  Austrian  camp ;  yet  here  he  lies  forsaken  by  all,  except 
his  dog  !'  I  had,  without  emotion,  ordered  battles  that  were  to  decide 
the  fate  of  armies,  and  Ix  held.  with  tearless  eyes,  the  execution  of 
those  operations  hy  which  inim])ers  of  my  roiuitrymen  were  slain:  why, 
therefore,  were  mv  feeling's  then  harrowid  by  the  mournful  wailing 
of  a  dog At  lliat  inonicnt  1  should  have  been  ca>ily  moved  by  a 
suppliant  enemy;  and  could  wcU  understand  the  feelings  of  Adullet 
when  he  gare  up  the  body  of  Hector  at  tight  of  Friam'a  tean." 

After  two  days  spent  at  Marengo,  in  making  the  ammgementi 
rendered  necessary  by  the  Conrention  widi  Mdaa,  Ki^leon  retomed 
to  MOan,  whidi  he  entered  on  the  evenng  of  dio  17th,  and  feond  the 
dty  SUnninated,  and  a  aoene  of  the  nioit  anhnated  pnUic  xvjoidnga. 
The  people  felt  diat  the  Ciaalpine  Bepublic  was  indeed  rc-establiahed, 
and  the  tyranny  of  Austria  at  an  end.  The  popular  enthusiasm  was 
unbounded,  when  the  carriage  of  the  Victor  appeared  in  the  streets, 
^•ith  an  escort  of  the  National  Guards  of  Milan.  In  a  few  days 
Genoa,  surrendered  by  the  Anstrians,  recovered  its  Republican  Insti- 
tutions, and,  with  the  exreption  of  Mantua,  the  whole  of  the  former 
conqru  f'ts  of  Napoleon  were  again  in  the  hand'*  of  the  Fretn  h  ;  who 
moreover  took  pos&cssion  of  Piedmont,  which  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
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m^mkhtlbaiBSng  the  remonstrances  of  Rufldn,  had  not  restored  to  the 

King  of  Sardinia,  -when  Italy  had  been  mreited  from  its  origuud 
conquerors.  The  Italian  patriots,  who  had  been  oonaigned  to  Gennan 
dungeons  for  their  political  opinions,  now  returned  home,  accorcling 
to  a  stipulation  in  the  late  Convention,  amidst  tlie  congratulations  of 
their  countrymen,  and  loud  cries  of"  f7rr/  t'l  Liberatore  delP  Italia!" 

After  appointing  Provisional  governments  in  the  Cisalpine  and 
Ligurian  Republics,  and  in  Piedmont,  of  which  last  Jourdan  was 
placed  at  the  head,  and  having  restored  the  suppressed  University 
of  Pavia,  and  nominated  Massena,  who  had  gone  to  Milan  imme- 
diately aftfflr  the  hatUe  of  l^engo,  Commander*lii-chief  of  the 
Army  of  Italy,  the  Eirat  Conral,  on  the  24th  of  Jnne,  aet  out  on  hu 
return  to  Faria.  He  paaaed  durough  Tnifn,  and  over  Mionnt  Omay 
to  Lyona;  where,  to  gratify  the  ftihaWtaintB  of  that  dtj,  he  waa 
eonatrained  to  stay  Ibr  two  day^  in  order  to  lay  the  first  stone  <^ 
the  Fiaee  BeUecour,  on  the  ate  of  a  splendid  square  which  had  been 
deatroyed  by  the  Jacohina  during  the  Seign  of  Terror.  The  immense 
concourse  of  persons  who  were  present  on  the  occaaon,  and  the 
enthusiasm  which  animated  all  classes,  rendered  the  ceremony  ex- 
ceedingly imposing  and  sublime.  Every  where,  as  the  Conqueror 
proceeded,  the  people  appeared  to  be  delirious  with  joy.  At  Dijon 
he  was  met  by  a  procession  of  young  females,  crowned  with  garlands 
and  strewing  flowers  in  the  road — a  sight  which  must  have  been 
grateful  to  him,  as  recalling  the  impressive  triumphs  of  ancient  Greece 
and  liome. 

Napoleon  reached  Paris  at  midnight,  between  the  2nd  and  3rd  of 
July,  having  been  absent  rather  less  than  two  months.  As  soon  as 
his  aniral  waa  known,  the  whahitantB  of  die  duty  and  suburbs,  leaving 
thdr  occl^ationsy  ran  in  erowdi  to  the  courts,  gardens,  and  quays 
around  the  TnHeriea,  to  obtain  a  glinqiae  of  the  man  to  whom 
IVanee  waa  agam  mdebted  finr  independenoe  from  finelgn  domination* 
Thanksginngs  were  offered  in  the  churches;  ahouta  of  wdoome  and 
congratulation  resounded  on  ereay  side;  and  at  night  every  house 
was  illuminated :  rich  and  poor,  of  whatever  party  or  Action  in  the 
State,  taking  part  in  the  general  rcgoidngs.  '*It  was  a  day,"  sayt 
Mr.  Ilazlitt,  **  like  which  few  occur  in  history;  yet,  in  this  instance, 
how  many  such  weare  crowded  into  the  life  of  a  single  man  I**  The 
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ezabefant  di^Sif^  fduoh  wm  muufiMtod  wow  not  from  a  lore 
of  external  dkplaj.  The  fite  was  no  pageant  proclaimed  by  govern- 
ment, but  a  spontaneous  tribute  of  the  people — ^univerBal  and  dncere 
— ^to  their  preserver.  Nor  was  Napoleon  insensible  to  the  homage 
paid  him.  "The  sound  of  these  still  continued  acclamations,"  he 
said,  "is  sweet  to  me  as  the  voice  of  Josephine.  How  proud,  how 
happy  I  am,  to  be  beloved  by  such  a  people  !" 

The  popular  joy  wxs  the  greater,  perhaps,  because  the  people  had 
been  prepared  for  otlitr  tidings  than  victory.  The  first  account  of 
the  battle  that  reached  Parii>  was  taken  bv  a  commerriul  traveller,  wlio  i 
quitted  the  field  of  Marengo  between  ten  and  twelve  o'clock,  on  the 
14t]i  of  June,  just  as  Napdeon  had  arrived  on  the  ground,  and  when 
a  portion  of  the  amy  was  flying  in  disorder  before  the  Anstrians : 
inteDigenoe  which  was  usgnified  into  reports  of  certain  defeat  It 
is  laid,  that  upon  this  news  the  enenues  of  the  First  Consnl  set  on 
foot  an  intrigue  to  remoTO  him  from  the  government,  and  to  elevate 
Oonot  in  his  place.  It  is  certain,  from  a  letter  of  LncienBonsi^aite, 
who  was  then  in  Fsds,  that  some  sinister  dedgns  were  in  agitation ; 
and  that  had  Bonaparte,  like  Desaix,  been  stretched  upon  the  plain 
of  Marengo,  his  friends  would  have  been  almost  instsntly  proscribed. 
The  knowledge  of  these  things  makes  us  look  with  less  severity  upon 
the  restrictions  Napoleon  sometimes  imposed  upon  the  people  ;  and 
which  have  been  frequently  represented  as  springing  from  a  hatred 
of  freedom. 

One  of  the  Chief  Consul's  first  acts  was,  to  i  *  nder  to  his  companions 
in  arms  their  share  of  the  honours  wliich  had  been  won  in  the 
campaign.  KcUcrman  was  appointed  general  of  division.  To  Lannes, 
Murat,  Victor,  Watrin,  and  Gardanne,  honorary  sabres  were  awarded, 
inscribed,  "  Batde  of  Marengo>  first  Consul  commanding  in  person : 
presented  by  the  Goremment  of  die  BepoUic."  Nnmerous  pro- 
motions were  made,  and  swords  and  marks  of  distmction  distrflmted 
amimg  ihe  officers  and  men  of  every  re^^ment  whidi  had  been 
distingnished  at  Karengo,  or  under  die  command  a£  Morean  in  the 
Amy  of  die  Bliine — the  sdldievs  of  the  latter  being  prudendy 
included  in  the  list  of  those  to  whom  rewards  were  due.  A  private 
soldier,  named  Latour  d'Auveigne,  who  had  rendered  essential  service 
on  the  field,  and  refused  all  personal  advancement,  was  gratified  with 
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the  title  of  "  First  Grenadier  of  the  Republic."  This  brave  man 
was  slain  a  month  or  two  afterwards  in  Germany,  and  was  honoured 
with  a  pubhc  euloginm  by  Camot.  His  name  is  still  at  the  head  of 
the  muster-roll  of  the  French  Grenadiers ;  and  when  called  over, 
some  veteran  in  the  ranks  replies,  "  Dead  on  the  field  of  honour ! " 

The  body  of  Desaix,  after  being  embalmed  at  Milan,  was  conveyed 
to  Mont  St.  Bernard  for  interment,  where  a  monument  was  afterwards 
erected  to  his  memory.  He  was  borne  to  the  earth  by  soldiers  who 
had  served  under  him,  and  was  honoured  by  their  tears.  He  fell  at 
the  age  of  thirty-three.    A  spot,  at  the  junction  of  two  roads  on  the 


field  of  Marengo,  is  sometimes  pointed  out  to  travellers  as  the  grave 
of  the  hero :  but  this  is  a  mistake — arising  from  the  fact  that  a  pillar, 
since  removed,  was  once  erected  there  as  a  trophy  of  the  victory. 

The  \4ih  of  July  was  one  of  the  great  festivals  of  the  Republic. 
On  this  occasion,  the  Senate  and  State  Council  desired  publicly  to 
celebrate  the  victory  of  Marengo.  In  the  Temple  of  Mars,  which 
had  been  fitted  up  for  the  occasion,  Lucicn  Bonaparte  pronoimced  a 
glowing  eulogium  on  the  Republican  troops,  and  felicitated  the  people 
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on  tho  bright  ho|>C8  which  the  exertions  of  the  First  Consul  hwl 
created  for  them ;  contrasting  the  present  position  and  prospects  of 
France  with  the  periods  of  the  Reign  of  Terror  and  the  Directory. 
The  most  distinguitihed  generals  in  either  army  presented  the  colours 
taken  by  Moreau  and  Ik>napartc ;  the  bra%  c  I^inncs  had  the  merited 
honour  of  bearing  the  trophies  of  Marengo,  and  accompanied  tlie 
presentation  willi  a  brief  sjiecch,  doing  justice  to  the  achievements  of 
tlie  soldiers.  Five  medals  were  then  distributed  to  tlie  same  number 
of  veterans  ;  and  the  First  Consul  addressed  the  officers  as  follows  :  — 
"  'Hie  colours  now  presented  to  the  Government,  before  the  people  of 
this  might}'  capital,  attest  the  genius  of  the  CJenerals-in-chicf  Moreau, 
Masscna,  and  Berthier,  the  military  talents  of  the  generals,  their 
lieutenants,  and  the  bravery  of  the  French  soldiers.  On  returning 
to  the  camp,  declare  to  the  armies,  that  for  the  ejwch  of  the  Ut  of 
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Vcndcmiairc,  when  vre  shall  be  required  to  celebrate  the  anniversary 
of  the  foundation  of  the  Republic,  the  French  people  expect,  either 
the  proclamation  of  peace,  or,  if  the  enemy  oppose  invincible  obstacles 
to  such  a  result,  more  standards,  the  fniits  of  new  ^-ictories." 

Mchul's  military  h}Tnn  followed  this  courteous  and  politic  harangue; 
which  was  interrupted,  ere  long,  by  the  cheers  of  the  populace 
without,  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  Consular  Guard  from  the 
plains  of  Marengo.  This  was  the  most  impressive  scene  of  all  the 
ceremonies  of  the  day.  Napoleon  was  speedily  on  horseback,  in  the 
Champ-de-Mars,  to  honoxir  the  brave  men  who  were  anxious  to  pass 
in  his  presence.  The  review  was  not  an  ordinary  one.  They  were 
no  soldiers  in  holiday  unifonn ;  but  men,  hurried  from  the  field  of 
battle  on  the  morning  after  action,  worn  down  with  the  fatigues  of  a 
long  march,  bronzed  by  the  summer  sun  of  Italy,  and  presenting 
scarred  faces,  battered  arms,  and  torn  and  soiled  accoutrements. 
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COBRBAPONDBNCR  WITH  TIIK  BOVRBON8  —  DKATH  OF  Kt.P.nBR  —  NROOCI- 
ATION8  WITH  AUSTRIA,  ENGLAND,  AND  TUB  UNITBD  8TATBB  OP  AMBUOA 
^-eOHtPtBACIII— PAEALLBL.  1800. 


EHRiTN,  the  Third  Consul,  during  the 
preceding  month  of  March,  had  received, 
through  the  Ablx*  Monte8(j[uiou,  the  Paris 
agent  for  the  Bourbons,  a  letter  from  the 

>^  Coimt de  liUe  (eftemids  I^mb  XVm.), 
y  iddrcesed  to  Kspoleoii,  vhidi  was  condied 
£5^  in  the  fiiUowii^  tenas:— "In  whatever 
Hght  dieir  eomdnet  naj  appear,  super- 
HaJQj,  brave  men  like  yoo.  General,  never  inspire  disinisti  Yon 
have  accepted  an  eraineat  station,  and  know  better  than  any  one  else 
diat  inflnenee  and  power  are  requisite  to  secure  the  happiness  of  a 
great  nation.  Save  France  from  her  own  madness,  and  you  will  have 
fulfilled  the  first  wish  of  my  hearL  Bestore  to  that  country  her  King ; 
and  future  generations  will  hless  your  memory.  You  will  always  be 
too  necessary  to  the  State,  to  apprehend  tliat  your  services  will  be 
insufficiently  requited  by  appointments  for  yourself  or  your  friends." 

To  this  letter  no  answer  had,  at  first,  been  given.  Napoleon, 
perhaps,  was  willing  to  sec  the  result  of  the  Italian  campaign  before 
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he  decided.    The  moit  inflaential  of  ihe  Royalists  would  tlius  be 

hdd  in  suspense  as  to  bis  intentions,  snd  the  gradual  re^-ival  of 
monarchical  forms  would  naturally  be  approved  by  them  as  indications 
favourable  to  their  views.  It  is  said  that  Josephine  and  Hortcnse 
strontjly  urged  him  to  hold  out  hopes  of  a  restoration ;  alleging  that 
he  mitjlit  reserve  for  himself  a  far  higher  rccompence,  and  take  a  i 
loftier  character  than  that  of  Monk,  the  restorer  of  Charles  the 
Second.  The  First  Consul,  however,  -was  deaf  to  all  entreaties  on 
tlie  subject ;  and  ^larcngo  decided  liis  career,  Louis,  however,  was 
not  to  be  silently  repulsed.  On  Napoleon's  return  to  Paris,  he  wrote 
a  second  letter,  in  whidi  he  eiqtressed  himself  more  strongly: — *'  You 
must  be  awaxe.  General/'  he  said,  "that  you  have  long  posaened 
my  eateem.  If  yoa  doubt  my  gratitude,  name  your  place,  and  the 
fixfiuiiea  you  denie  ftv  your  firienda*  For  no,  I  an  a  Flrenchman, 
clement  by  disposition,  and  not  lacking  ca^eiienoe.  The  Victor  of 
Lodi,  Gastii^ione,  Areola,  the  Conqueror  of  Bgypt  and  Italy,  cannot 
prefer  a  vain  celebrity  to  ^ory.  Why,  then,  lose  precious  time, 
when  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  secure  the  glory  of  France  T  I  say 
100,  because  fox  that  end  I  require  the  aid  of  General  Bonaparte,  and 
he  can  accomplish  nothing  without  me.  General !  Europe  observes 
you ;  glory  awaits  you ;  and  I  am  impatient  to  restore  happiness  to  j 
my  people."  The  Count  d'Artois  (subsequently  Charles  X.),  in 
order  to  second  the  efforts  of  his  brother,  despatched  from  Ixmdon 
the  beautiful  and  accomplished  Duchess  de  Guiche,  whose  fiisci- 
nations  it  was  believed  might  ensnare  him  whoiu  courtly  promises 
were  not  so  well  calculated  to  affect.  This  Lady,  who  pretended  to 
have  private  business  of  importance  as  the  object  of  her  journey  to 
F^,  procured  an  introdnctimi  to  Joaq;ihine,  and  waa  invited  to 
breakfiMt  at  ihe  palace.  She  appeara  to  hare  divulged  her  enrand 
preoiataxdy,  and  with  lesa  addresa  and  delicacy  than  was  expected 
from  her  great  talents.  ^'Hi^pening,*'  ahe  said,  **%  few  daya  since, 
to  be  at  die  house  dP  the  Count  d'Artois,  I  heard  some  one  ask  tito 
Prince  what  were  his  intentions  with  respect  to  the  first  Consul,  in 
the  event  of  his  restoring  the  Bourbons  to  the  throne  of  France? 
'  I  would  immediately  make  him  Constable  of  the  Kingdom,'  replied 
the  Count,  *  and  he  should  have  whatever  else  he  might  choose. 
Independently  of  which,  we  would  raise  on  the  Place  du  Carrousel 
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a  lofty  and  magnificent  column,  surmounted  with  a  statue  of  Bona- 
parte crowning  the  Bourbons.'" — "You  might  have  replied,"  said 
Kapoleon  sternly,  "  that  the  corpse  of  the  First  Consul  would  have 
been  made  the  pedestal  of  tlic  column."  Tlie  Duchess  was  not 
disconcerted,  liul  used  all  the  arts  of  tloc^ueut  ilatlery  and  cnchautiug 
grace  and  beauty  to  ingratiate  herself  with  the  distinguished  man 
•ad  iouaorti]  hen^"  whom  die  nldied  to  boir  to  her  wiU.  Her 
object,  honrerer,  was  too  palpable  at  fixtt  ii^;  and  ihe  received 
•rden  to  qvit  I^raaee.  At  die  saaw  time,  in  order  that  ihen 
remain  no  motiire  fiw  aiaular  iBtzignea,  Napoleon  lent  die  feUowiog 
answer  to  the  Count  de  liOe: — ^'I  have  reoeired  your  letter;  and 
thank  you  for  the  honourable  mention  which  yon  have  made  c£  me 
therein.  I  have  always  felt  deep  interest  in  your  misfortunes  and 
in  those  of  your  family:  but  you  must  not  think  of  appearing  in 
France.  Your  march  would  be  over  a  hundred  tliousand  dead 
bodies.  I  shall,  however,  be  always  anxious  to  do  cvciything  that 
may  tend  to  alleviate  the  hardship  of  your  de&tinyi  and  make  you 
forget  your  misfortunes." 

At  the  intercession  of  the  Court  of  Berlin,  the  First  Consul  not 
only  CMMWotod  to  permit  such  memben  of  the  Boyal  Family  as  choae 
to  do  10,  to  rende  in  the  Frawian  dominioin»i  widumt  mokatation,  but 
to  allow  them  an  annual  pension  for  their  maintenance,  out  of  the 
rerennei  of  die  Bepnblic,  on  the  guarantee  of  die  King  of  Fnusia 
that  no  attenq^  alioiild  be  made  to  create  dittorbaneea  in  IVanoe. 
Josephine  continued,  for  a  time,  to  entreat  for  the  exiled  Bourbons, 
foreseeing  probably  that  the  elevation  to  which  Napoleon  aspired, 
would  involve  her,  if  not  himself,  in  ruin ;  but  she  was  eventually 
silenced.  "My  jmrt  is  tnlcen."  said  hcT  auBtere  Lord:  "do  you 
mind  your  knitting,  and  leave  nie  to  a(  t."  \ 

It  was  at  this  period,  that  news  ariivrd  df  tlic  death  of  KUber,  in 
Egypt.  The  despatch,  by  which  it  was  communicated,  reached  the  i 
Tuilcriea  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  and  on  reading  it  Bonaparte 
immediately  esdaimed,  "  £g)  pt  is  loctt**  The  First  Consul  had  no 
great  affection  £>r  Kleber,  who  was  a  thorough  Republican,  and  a 
confirmed  gmmbler,  although  hia  talents  and  courage  were  nn» 
qnestionablc,  and  he  was  sincerely  attached  to  the  interests  and 
^ory  of  France.   So<m  after  Napdeon  had  quitted  Egypt,  Kleber, 
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believing  his  position  to  be  desperate,  had  signed  a  Convention, 
known  as  that  of  El  Arisch,  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Grand 
Seignior,  and  Sir  Sidney  Smith  on  behalf  of  the  British ;  by  which 
it  was  agreed  that  the  French  should  evacuate  Eg}pt,  and  be  trans- 
ported in  safety  to  France.  The  British  Government,  however, 
refused  to  ratify  this  Convention,  alleging  that  Sir  Sidney  Smith 
had  exceeded  his  authority :  "  but,"  Sir  Walter  Scott  says,  *'  the 
truth  was,  that  the  arrival  of  Kleber  and  his  army  in  the  South  of 
France,  at  the  very  moment  when  the  successes  of  Suwarrow  gave 
strong  hopes  of  making  some  impression  on  the  frontier,  might  have 
had  a  most  material  effect  upon  the  events  of  the  war."  Be  that 
as  it  may,  the  treaty  was  broken  off,  and  Kleber  had  recourse  to 
arms,  in  which  he  was  eminently  successful  over  the  great  Turkish 
army  whose  approach  he  had  so  much  dreaded.    The  Grand  Vizier 
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Youseff  Faclia  was  defeated,  with  immense  slaughter,  near  the  ruins 
of  Heliopoliis  on  the  SOth  of  March,  IHOO;  and  shortly  afterwards, 
an  advantageous  truce  was  concluded  between  the  French  and  the 
daring  Murad  Bey,  who  still  continued  at  the  head  of  a  formidable 
body  of  Mamelukes.  It  was  at  this  period,  while  engaged  in  settling 
the  internal  government  of  Egypt,  and  raising  native  troops  to  recruit 
his  army,  that  Klcber  was  struck  with  the  poniard  of  a  Mahometan 
fanatic,  uamcd  Solo\Tiian  Haleby,  who,  taking  advantage  of  the  con- 
cealment aiiurded  by  a  ruinous  cistern,  whence  a  flight  of  steps  led 
to  a  terrace  on  whidi  tibe  General  was  accnstomed  to  walk,  sprung 
upon  and  deapetehed  bim  at  a  single  blow.  The  aiaawiiij  when 
apprehended,  pleaded  the  inq^ixadon  of  Heaven  fi»  ddming  his 
country  from  the  enemy  of  his  Sovereign  and  the  Fhiphet  The 
deadi  of  Kleber  ooconed  on  the  same  day^  and  shnost  at  die  same 
hour,  in  which  Desaiz,  his  fiiend  end  comrade,  lell  at  Marengo.  After 
this  fiital  event,  die  command  of  the  Army  of  the  East  devolved  iqion 
Menou,  who,  aldiough  a  good  general  of  division,  was  utterly  unfit 
for  chief  command.  Napoleon's  hopes,  thereCure,  of  preserving  his 
oriental  conquest  may  be  said  to  have  now  expired. 

Disaster  in  one  quarter,  however,  served  merely  to  quicken  his 
energies  in  others.  Having  tranquillized  France,  and  brought  victory 
back  to  her  banners,  he  sought  to  restore  peace  to  the  Republic,  to 
re-establish  her  old  commercial  rclationii,  and  to  re-produce  internal 
prosperity.  To  Austria,  the  terms  were  again  nlfered  wliich  had 
been  accepted  as  the  basis  of  tlie  negociations  of  Kastadt:  while 
Mr.  Pitt,  conceiving  that  Marengo  had  dissipated  the  brighter  hopes 
of  the  Allies,  is  said  to  have  exclaimed,  after  tracing  the  positkns  of 
die  Bepubliean  armies  upon  die  map  of  Europe,  "Fold  up  diat  map, 
it  need  not  be  again  opened  these  twenty  years;"  and,  actmg  on  this 
mipresslon,  he  had  ferwarded  to  the  Aidsh  Ambsisador  at  Vienna 
instmclloas  to  intiTiifit^*  the  readiness  of  Knglftwi^  to  take  part  in 
negociadons  for  a  general  pariflcation.  This  prodooed  ftom  Napoleon 
a  demand  for  a  naval  armistice ;  which,  as  it  would  have  occasioned 
the  withdrawal  of  the  British  vessels  employed  in  blockading  the 
French  ports  and  the  island  of  Malta,  and  would  have  been  otherwise 
exceedingly  disadvantageous  to  England,  was,  afler  a  vain  attempt  to 
procure  its  modiiication,  declined.   The  Emperor  of  Austria,  though 
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Standing  in  a  very  different  pondon  to  England,  with  powerful  French 
armies,  flushed  with  recent  success,  in  the  heart  of  his  dominions, 
was,  at  the  same  time,  induced^  hy  the  influence  of  British  diplomacy 
and  a  loan  of  two  millions  sterling,  to  disclaim  tlie  acts  of  his  pleni- 
potentiary, and  also  to  prepare  for  a  renewal  of  the  war. 

With  tlie  United  States  the  Frencli  nt-gociations  were  more  suc- 
cessful ;  and  a  ( Duvcution  was  agreed  uixm,  highly  advantageous  to 
both  the  contracting  powers.  A  national  bank,  which  had  been 
previously  wanting  in  France,  was  established  in  the  interim;  the 
Ci?il  Gode  was  advanced  in  the  Council  of  State;  and  roads, 
buildings,  and  poblic  wcnrki  of  all  kinds  were  canied  £>rward  widi 
a  rapidity  wbidb,  to  those  who  bad  witnessed  the  supmeness  oi  tbe 
Tanons  goyemments  by  which  the  country  bad  been  afflicted  fye  the 
preceding  twehre  years,  and,  indeed,  much  knger,  seemed  like  tbe 
effect  of  enchantment.  All  suggestions  for  improvement,  general  or 
local,  and  whatever  their  nature,  were  acceptoiUe  to  tibe  First  Consul, 
and  had  a  share  of  Ids  attention,  "  Glory,  increasing  and  endless 
glory,"  says  l)e  Bourricnne,  "  was  what  he  wished  for  France  and 
for  himself!"  —  "All  that  I  desire  —  the  end  of  all  my  toils,"  ex- 
claimed Napoleon  liimsclf,  "  is  that  my  name  may  be  inseparably 
connected  with  that  of  France."  In  fact,  his  love  for  France,  and  for 
Fame,  became  an  overmastering  passion,  absorbing  all  indi>-idual 
affectionB,  and  acquiring  intensity  by  indulgence.  "  His  imagination 
kindled  at  die  one  idea  only,  of  seeing  the  Nation  great  and  bappy — 
the  first  ammig  European  States.  It  was  the  most  flattering  of  all  the 
dreams  ot  his  ambition  that,  in  distant  ages,  bis  name  would  be 
identified  with  that  of  bis  beautiful  France,  and  spdcen  of  bj  ber 
future  generations  with  gratitude  and  reverence. 

Against  the  government  of  such  a  man,  gifked  with  extraordinary 
genius,  and  eoEerci^ing  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  at  large,  there 
was  httle  prospect  of  being  able  to  succeed  by  fair  and  open  hostiUty ; 
recourse  was,  tlieroforc,  had  to  secret  plots  for  assassination.  The 
first  project  of  this  kind  originated  with  the  Jacobins,  who  hated 
Napoleon  for  his  opposition  to  the  wild  di  inocracy  which  they 
advocated.  An  a.ssociation  was  formed,  con.-i>ting  of  Ccracchi,  an 
ItaUan  sculptor;  Arena,  a  brother  of  the  Cort-ican  deputy  wlio  was 
said  to  bave  aimed  the  dagger  at  Napoleon,  in  the  Council  of  Five 
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Hundred,  on  the  1 9th  of  BrunKiirt^  ;  Topino  I>ebrun,  a  pupil  of 
David,  tlic  celebrated  painter;  Danierville,  Harrel,  and  others  of 
less  note.  Ceracchi  had  sculptured  a  bust  of  B()na]i;irtc,  yvhvn  he 
resided  at  Montebello,  during  his  tir^t  Italian  canxpaigu ;  and,  on 
pretenee  of  rotooching  the  work,  solicited  and  obtained  an  interview ; 
but,  at  the  moment  finr  action,  liia  Iiaart  quailed  beneath  the  nwurcbing 
eye  of  hit  Inteoded  victun,  and  he  &lt  it  impoonble  to  execnte  hia 
pmpoae.  The  conq^ralon  were  betnyed  to  the  police,  by  their 
I  aooompliee  Harrel;  and,  on  the  evening  they  had  fixed  for  the 
murder,  they  were  aireeted,  behind  the  soenee  at  the  Opera,  while 
Napcdeon  sat  rnimolerted  in  hia  box.  The  Firet  Consul  treated  the 
attenqpt  with  smrn.  **  I  was  in  no  real  danger,"  he  said,  when 
entreated  to  bring  the  conspiratms  to  justice :  **  the  wretches  had  no 
power  to  commit  the  crime  they  meditated.  l"hey  would  have  shrunk 
at  a  look  from  the  piquet  of  my  brave  guard."  The  circumstances  of 
tlu'  plot  were  not  made  public;  and  Napukoii  was  content,  for  the 
present,  to  iktain  the  parties  implicated  in  safe  custody. 

The  second  conspiracy  was  of  a  more  fornxidable  description,  and 
more  nearly  effected  its  object.  TTiis  was  a  contrivance  of  the 
Royalists;  who,  having  been  disappointed  in  their  hopes  concerning 
the  restoration  of  the  Bourbon  Monarchy,  endeavoured  to  rid  thcm- 
aelyea  of  the  man  who,  having  refused  to  become  the  instrument  fat 
aooompUBhing  dieir  olgec^  seemed  to  be  the  moet  finmidable  obstacle 
to  its  future  adiievement  This  plot  is  weU  known,  as  that  of  the 
L^hmal  Madune,  A  banel  of  guiqiowder,  strongly  secured  in  a 
cart,  in  the  midst  of  a  quanlaty  of  grspe-ahot  and  pieces  of  iron,  waa 
placed  in  the  Bue  St.  Xicaise,  in  such  a  manner  that,  1^  means  of  a 
train  or  slow  match,  it  might  explode  at  the  moment  the  carriage  of 
the  First  Consul  should  pass  the  spot,  in  his  way  from  the  Tuilcries 
to  the  Opera.  He  had  appointed  to  be  present,  on  the  evening  of  the 
Ithh  of  October,  at  the  first  representation  of  Haydn's  Oratorio  of 
*  The  Creation';  and  this  occasion  was  accordingly  decided  upon  for 
the  assa.s.sination.  AV'licn  the  moment  for  stej)i)ini,'  into  lji>  carriage 
arrived,  Napoleon  could  scarcely  be  induced  to  leave  home.  lie 
had  been  fatigued  with  the  business  of  the  day,  and  was  then  reposing 
on  a  conch  in  Josephine's  apartment  Madame  Bonaparte,  Berthier, 
Lannes,  and  Lauiiston,  howerer,  strongly  urged  him  to  go.  One 
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brought  his  hat,  another  his  sword,  and  he  was  partly  forced  to  his 
carriage  ;  where,  however,  he  almost  instantly  fell  into  a  slumber, 
and  dreamed  of  passing  the  Tagliamento,  which  three  or  four  years 
before  he  had  crossed  by  torch-light,  during  a  flood.  Suddenly  he 
was  awakened  by  a  violent  noise,  like  thunder,  accompanied  by  flame, 
and  exclaimed,  "  We  are  bloT^Ti  up!"  Berthier  and  Lannes  would 
have  instantly  stopped  the  carriage ;  but  with  greater  presence  of 
mind.  Napoleon  ordered  the  coachman  to  drive  on ;  and,  a  few 
seconds  afterwards,  they  all  alighted  in  safety  at  the  Opera,  where  the 
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report,  which  was  heard  for  Beveral  miles  rotind  Paris,  had  occasioned 
the  utmost  consternation.  Napoleon  entered  his  box,  with  unruffled 
countenance,  taking,  as  usual,  the  front  scat,  as  though  nothing 
extraordinary  had  occurred  ;  and  the  ])t  ri'i)rmanre  proceeded.  He 
wan,  jirobably,  indebted  for  his  escape  to  tlie  intoxication  of  his 
coachman,  wlio  drove  faster  than  usual,  and  tlius  passed  the  machine 
a  second  or  two  before  the  explosion,  which  shattered  several  houses 
on  each  dde  of  the  street,  kUling  twealtj  and  woonding  fifly-three 
pewoM  OTHong  odien  die  miecrenit  St  Begent,  who  fired  the  tndn. 
The  *<w«Jitiian  reaiained  during  the  whole  evening  nnoomdoiu  of 
whet  had  heppened,  hmg  miitiiVim  the  report  ibr  the  finng  of  « 
aolnte. 

On  retaining  to  the  palace,  his  previously-suppressed  indignation 
found  vent  This  ii  the  work  of  the  Jacobins !"  he  exclaimed. 
"  Neither  nobles,  nor  priests,  nor  Chouans  are  implicated  here.  Since 
we  cannot  chain,  we  must  crush  this  faction.  France  must  bo  freed 
from  such  a  pest !"  The  stifled  bitterness  with  which  he  pronounced 
these  words,  the  flashing  of  his  eye,  and  the  spasmodic  action  of  his 
countenance,  indicated  the  wrath  in  his  breast.  l-Duche,  who  was 
unwilling  that  the  whole  weight  of  accusation  should  f  ill  on  liis  former 
partisans,  endeavoured  to  soothe  him,  and  to  represent,  that  as  yet 
there  waa  no  evidenee  against  any  one :  hut  Bonaparte's  vdieBienoe 
only  increaaed  on  finding  an  olgect  "Tmusbif**  he  cried,  "aesln 
to  acreen  hia  finenda—a  mass  of  men  practised  in  bloodshed  and 
orimel  He  waa  <me  «tf  their  leaders  at  Lyona  and  on  die  Loire." 

The  atrocity  of  the  attempt  excited  onrranal  horror,  and  gaTe,  if 
possible,  additional  popularity  to  the  First  Consul  and  his  government. 
On  the  day  ai\er  his  escape,  the  Prefect  of  the  Seine,  the  twelve 
Mayors,  and  almost  all  the  pubUc  functionaries  of  Paris,  attended  to 
congratulate  him — an  example  which  was  followed  by  deputations  and 
addresses  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

^feanwhile,  however,  Napoh-on  seemed  determined  to  inflict  sum- 
mary punishment  on  those  whom  he  considered  guilty.  A  decree  of 
the  Senate  was  solicited  and  obtained,  for  the  banishment  of  upwards 
of  a  hundred  of  the  leaders  of  the  Jacobins,  tho  greatest  portion  of 
whom  were  persons  who  had  played  conspicuous  parts  in  the  Rtign  of 
llmw,  and  who  were,  theiefine,  too  mnch  hated  bj  the  popufaoe  to 
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exdte  any  commiseration.  Tlieir  deportation,  nevertheless,  was  only 
partially  enforced,  and  several  of  the  most  ohnoxious  of  them  were 
fuffered  to  live  obscurely  at  a  distance  i'vom  tlic  capital,  subject 
to  no  greater  restriction  than  the  surveilliuice  of  the  proyincial 
police. 

TboB  conspiracy  had  lihe  effbct  of  bnaging  down  the  wveritjr  of 
jwrtuie  i^on  Arena,  Ceiaccfaiy  and  iheir  oompanionBy  who  were  iiunie- 
dialdy  aifterward»  anaigned,  condemned,  and  ezeeated:  and,  at  the 
more  dian  a  numdi,  Fonchd,  who  had  been  mde&ligahle 

in  his  efforte  to  discover  the  plotfcen  of  the  infernal  machine,  wa4 
enabled  to  report  that  they  were  in  custody.  At  a  dinner  given  by 
the  drivers  of  fiacres  to  Cieaar,  Napoleon's  coachman,  in  honour  of 
his  escape,  a  man  who  was  present  said  he  had  seen  the  cart  which 
did  the  miscliief  issue  from  a  stable-yard  near  his  stand.  This  clue 
led  to  a  full  disclosure  of  the  facts.  Carbon  and  St.  Regent,  who  had 
recently  come  from  London  in  company  with  (ieorges  Cadoudal,  and 
other  Koyidibts,  were  apprehended  in  the  house  of  two  nuns,  Madame 
Goyon  and  Madamo  dc  Cic^,  and  being  brought  to  trial,  were  fully 
convicted,  and  anffared  on  the  acaffold.  "  Justice  eeema,  at  this  period," 
says  S&  Walter  Scot^  "to  have  been  distributed' with  an  impartiality 
unusual  in  France  since  the  Rerolntion."  Bonqiarte,  for  a  long  time, 
affected  to  believe,  that  these  cons[nrades  were  countenanced,  if  not 
contrived  1^  the  British  Government. 

It  was  dnrii^  die  pmod  when  tiie  police  were  parstung  their 
enquiries  after  Carbon  and  his  accomplices,  that  a  pamphlet,  entitled 
"  Parallel  between  Cesar,  Cromwell,  Monk,  and  Bonaparte"  appeared, 
and  created  a  great  sensation  in  the  poUtical  circles  of  Paris.  This 
celebrated  tiact  purported  to  be  a  translation  from  the  English.  It 
advocated  tlie  re-establishment  of  hereditary  monarchy,  and  openly 
pointed  at  the  Conqueror  of  Italy,  the  A/c.ra/ider,  the  Peric/ci,  the 
Mnrteh  the  Clinrtcinagnc  of  France,  as  tlie  man  to  be  hailed  "  Founder 
of  a  new  DjTiasty."  The  piece  is  full  of  noble  sentiments  and  profound 
thoughts,  and  exhibits  in  the  writer,  a  masterly  comprehension  of  the 
position  and  interests  of  tlie  Republic,  as  well  as  extensive  knowledge 
of  tiie  details  and  uses  of  history.  It  was  generally  received,  however, 
with  ciamorooB  disiqpprobation;  and  tiie  firiendsof  Napoleon  counselled 
that  he  ahoaM  instantly  suppress  it,  lest  it  should  iiynre  him  in  public 


Digitized  by  Google 


THB  PABALLB&.  | 

estimation,  and  be  the  cause  of  moi^  Buch  conspiracies  as  those  from  j 
which  he  luid  recently  escaped.    Foucht'  was  .sent  for,  and  severely 
reprelu  iuk'd  for  allowing  it  to  be  publiblud.     'i'he  Minister  Listened 
with  the  mo«t  imperturbable  coobiess.    "  Some  delicacy,"  he  replied, 
"  was  necessary  to  be  obsenred  with  regard  to  tbe  author.** — "  Deli" 

hftfe  been  imtaiilly  •mated.        Bat,  General,*'  interrapted  lilie 
aai-dffnfe  fonctkmary,  **  your  brother  Lncien  haa  taken  the  pamphlft 
vnder  bia  protection.  The  printing  and  pnUidung  were  l^hiaecder; 
and,  in  alnwC,  tihe  whole  affidr  haa  been  atndioriaed  by  the  Ifiuatry  of 
the  Interior.**  Ntpoleon  waa  ateggered  finr  a  moment ;  but  stifling  hia 
chagrin,  he  resumed :  "  It  was  your  duty  as  Minister  of  Police  to  have 
denounced  Lucien,  and  imprisoned  him  in  the  Temple."  Then, 
hastening  from  tlie  cahinct,  he  muttered,    That  hlockhead,  Lucien,  is  | 
constantly  compronii-sing  me  !"    The  sinister  smile  wluch  had  played 
upon  Fouche's  lips  during  the  First  Consul's  presence,  now  became 
more  significant.     **  ImprL>on  the  autlior ! "  he  whispered  to  Dc 
Bourrienne,  who  was  present  at  this  scene,  "  that  would  be  difficult  I  | 
Ahnned  at  die  efleot  the  '  PamM*  waa  calailated  to  prodnoe,  I 
haitened  to  Laden,  and  taxed  hflHndi  hia  iMpmdence.  Lutead  of  ; 
■BBwering  nie,  he  drew  fi»th  ftom  e  private  drawer  the  oijginal 
mannacript  of  die  pnblieatioii,  fiifl  of  eonediona  and  auggeatiana  in  ! 
the  hand-writing  of  the  First  Consul.**    Lucien  was  next  sent  for,  { 
end  BUlde  to  resign  the  o£Sce  he  then  held  in  the  ministry ;  being 
compensated  with  the  appointment  of  Ambassador  to  the  Court  of 
Spain.    Xapoleon  thus  thought  it  necessarv*  to  yield,  for  a  time,  to 
the  force  uf  rubUc  Opinion;  "  that  invisi})le  and  mysterious  [>owcr,'*  ! 
as  he  himself  has  cjdled  it,  "  which,  though  nothing  can  be  more  j 
vague,  un>tt  a(ly,  and  capricious,  it  i«  impossible  to  resist."     The  I 
people,  in  fact,  were  not  yet  prepared  to  submit  to  the  outward 
forms,  notwithstanding  that  they  had  sanctioned  the  assumption  of  I 
die  anbatantial  prcrogativea  of  nonardiy.  It  had  been  hoped  by 
many,  that  the  FInt  Conanl  intended  to  beeome  a  Washington— a 
hope  which  hia  revoenoe  for  the  character  of  that  great  man  had 
eiaiated  to  Ibater.  "foU  in  Ranee,  ezpoaed  to  frction  within  and 
invarion  widumt,  widi  none  bat  a  circle  of  kingt  to  call  to  Ua 
eougreai,  even  Waahington  would  but  have  prolonged  the  eiiatenee  i 
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of  evil,  to  attempt  the  part  which  he  played  in  America,"  It  may 
be  added,  in  Bonaparte's  own  words,  that  his  "  ideas  were  fixed, 
and  merely  required  time  and  events  for  their  realization.  It  was 
necessary,  however,  to  proceed  steadily  from  day  to  day,  guided  by 
the  polar  star,  by  which  it  was  purposed  to  bring  the  devolution  to 
the  desired  haven." 

The  effect  of  the  *  Parallel '  itself,  though,  for  the  moment,  it  might 
have  appeared  to  retard  the  execution  of  the  project  which  it  was 
intended  to  advance,  was  not  altogether  imsatisfactory.  The  violence 
which  it  excited  had  time  to  vent  itself  and  pass  away ;  and  men's 
minds  had  become  familiar  with  the  question  which  it  advocated, 
before  any  practical  measure  was  announced  to  realize  the  object  in 
view. 
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ETTiNo  escape  no  fair  opportunity  for 
consolidating  liis  own  power,  Napoleon  was 
not  slow  to  take  advantage  of  the  conspira- 
cies which  had  transpired,  and  the  popular 
enthusiasm  which  they  had  created  in  his 
favour,  as  pretexts  for  the  introduction  of 
some  legal  measiires  calculated  to  raise  him 
a  step  nearer  to  unlimited  authority.  A 
Special  Tribunal  was  instituted  for  the  trial  of  all  conspirators, 
traitors  to  the  Republic,  and  armed  insurgents ;  for  which,  indcid, 
some  necessity  was  shewn,  by  the  daring  of  the  numerous  bauds  of 
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ChonaiiBf  on  ihe  witlidrawal  from  like  Royalist  depnfaneiiti  of  flije 
troops  wlikJi  fiinned  tibe  Amy  of  Beserre,  irlio  liad  i^^alii  hegan  to 
make  head,  and  now  infested  the  xoads,  intevoepted  public  and  com- 
mercial communications,  and  kept  many  of  the  provincial  towns  in  a 
state  of  constant  fear  and  apprehension.  This  Court  consisted  of 
eight  judges,  comprising  three  members  of  the  ordinar\'  criminal 
tribunal,  three  military  officers,  and  two  citizens,  who  were  to  act 
without  the  intervention  of  a  jury,  and  from  whose  decision  there  was 
to  be  no  appeal.  This  Institution  was  followed  by  another,  formed  to 
give  the  Chief  Consul  a  discretionary  power  to  banish  from  Paris,  or 
from  France,  all  persons  who  might  be  r^arded  as  public  enemies, 
though  guilty  of  no  absolnte  This  it  must  not  be  denied  was 

an  unjuat  and  inxquitona  law,  enidrdy  snbTeniTe  of  all  fiberty,  public 
and inivate;  and  Terging  to  ihe  moat  arbitrary  deapotism  which  waa 
ever  exerciied  over  men.  To  Uiehr  honoitr  it  ahoald  be  recorded, 
that  the  project  encountered  the  determined  and  courageous  oppo- 
sition of  Benjamin  Constant,  Daunou,  Gingtien^,  Ch^nicr,  and 
Isnard,  in  the  Tribunate ;  and  of  Lambcecht,  Lanjuinais,  Garat, 
and  Lenoir  Laroclie,  in  the  Senate.  The  majority  by  which  it  waa 
finally  carried  was  only  eight  out  of  ninety  members. 

Tn  order  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  people  from  these  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  impress  them  with  sentiments  of  deeper  admiration 
for  the  government  of  the  First  Consul,  a  number  of  important  public 
worha  were  projected  and  commenced.  The  Capital  was  embellished 
with  new  atceeta  and  bridges ;  a  new  exchange  was  erected ;  mag« 
nifioent  eemeteriea  were  planned;  triumphal  ardiea  and  beavtifrd 
ieolumna  aroee  in  the  public  plaeea ;  quaya  were  oooatmcted  on  die 
Seine;  and  new  roada,  canala,  and  harbours  sprung  forth,  as  at  a  word, 
in  an  ^  departments,  to  carry  the  Uessings  of  oommeroe  duwugh 
every  part  of  France.  In  one  direction  ftrests  were  planted;  in 
another  gratuities  were  awarded  fixr  improvements  in  manufactures, 
handicrafb,  and  agriculture.  New  animal  and  vegetable  products 
were  imported  and  naturalized,  and  the  utmost  skill  and  attention 
were  lavished  upon  the  old  ;  the  benefits  of  which  were  soon  felt  in 
the  improved  breed  of  French  cattle,  and  a  national  proficiency  in 
horticidture  unsurpassed  in  Kinope.  The  Arts  were  at  the  same 
time  advanced,  and  rendered  available  to  the  common  people,  in  their 
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adapfaluMi  to  di0  purposes  of  maimfkctnrtt  and  oonunaiw*  Adiwifcd 
pkturet  were  purdiased  by  the  gorenunent ;  and  promising  young 
artists,  as  well  ns  those  already  distinguished,  were  provided  with 
apartments  in  the  splendid  palace  of  the  Louvre,  the  galleries  of 
"which,  under  the  auspices  of  Napoleon,  became  superior  in  grandeur 
and  wealth  to  those  of  the  Vatican  itself.  "  It  was  a  journey,  like 
the  path  to  Heaven,"  Mr.  Ilazlitt  says,  "  to  visit  the  place  for  the 
first  time.  You  walked,  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  through  works  of 
ine  ait:  rery  floen  edioed  Uie  iooidi  t£  fanMNrtaJity.  Tbe 
effect  WM  Mt  bcokea  and  fiitteied  hj  being  divided  end  taken 
piecemeel;  but  die  wliole  me  collected,  heaped,  wawed  together  to 
a  gorgeoqa  height,  ao  that  the  blow  atnnned  700,  and  oonld  never 
be  forgotten.  School  called  vnto  ichool;  one  great  name  answered 
to  another,  swelling  the  chmoa  of  universal  praiie.  It  was  the 
crowning  and  the  consecration  of  art;  there  was  a  dream  and  a 
glory  like  the  coming  of  the  Millennium ;  and  the  works  which  were 
collected,  instead  of  being  taken  from  their  respective  countries,  were 
given  to  the  world,  and  to  the  mind  and  heart  of  man  from  whence 
they  sprung.  He  who  had  the  hope,  nay  Uie  earnest  wish  to  ncliieve 
anything  like  the  immortal  works  before  him,  rose  iu  imagination, 
and  in  die  acale  of  true  desert  abore  principaUtiea  and  powers.  All 
that  it  had  entered  into  hia  mind  to  coueeiye  ■  nia  dwaght  in  tangled 
fareata,  hia  tiaion  of  die  night,  waa  here  perlected  and  aeoompliihed, 
waa  adoMwledged  lor  the  fiar  and  good,  hoooored  widi  the  epidiet 
of  dime,  apoke  an  intelligible  hngoage,  and  lecaived  die  homage  of 
the  nniveiae.** 

Great  and  useful  undertakinga  were  urged  forw  ard  on  every  dde; 
even  the  barriers  of  nature  were  no  obstacles  to  Napoleon's  endeavour 
to  perfect  the  glory  of  the  "  CIreat  Nation."  His  highway's  levelled 
the  ancient  Iwundaries  of  France,  and  united  her  more  cln».(lv  to  the 
states  and  provinces  with  wliirh  a  fraternal  alliance  had  hren  estab- 
lished, through  tlie  agent  v  ot  him  tn  whu'-e  will  all  things,  for  a  time, 
seemed  to  have  been  subjected.  Thu»  m  Savoy,  a  road,  smooth  as  a 
garden  alley,  displaced  the  dangerous  stecpe  of  Branant ;  the  passage 
of  Mont  Cema  waa  rendered  eaij  aa  a  noniing*s  walk;  md  die 
ragged  and  dangerona  Stniplon  waa  ibroed  to  yield  a  ntagnifioent 
mad  to  die  nine  and  die  lever  of  IVench  encpneeia.  **  Bonaparte,** 
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cayB  De  Boarrienne,  "might,  with  greater  truth,  boasi  dkat  there 

were  no  longer  Alps,  than  did  Louis  XIV.  that  there  weie  no 
I  longer  PjTcnccs."  At  the  same  tinic  the  strictest  attention  was  paid 
1  to  the  finances ;  peculators  and  jobbers  were  punished  whenever 
I  they  were  detected  ;  accounts  and  estimates  were  submitted  to,  and 
inspected  by,  Napoleon  in  person,  whose  \'igilancc  in  discovering 
errors  or  niisappropriation  in  the  public  expenditure,  kept  all  tilings 
within  the  bounds  of  economy  and  order.  The  activity  he  exerted, 
and  the  labour  he  performed  at  this  time,  seem  almost  incredible. 
Often,  after  being  engaged  the  whole  day  in  looking  over  papera  or 
healing  repovta  on  dipbmatie  atttixB,  the  aimy,  the  policy  the  adnd- 
nistradon  of  jnatioey  or  the  progress  of  public  works,  de^atches 
aRiTed  in  the  erening,  and  he  would  then  sit  op  all  night  to  read 
and  SBswer  diem.  His  seeretazies  were  worn  out  with  firtjgue ;  yet 
this  accumulation  of  toil  seemed  to  require  so  little  effort  from 
himself,  beyond  the  sustaining  vigour  of  his  mind,  that  the  only 
stimulant  he  was  in  the  habit  of  taking,  through  the  long  hours  of 
his  sittings,  was  a  little  lemonade. 

In  the  meantime,  the  negociations  for  peace  with  England  and 
Austria,  which  had  been  set  on  foot  after  the  battle  of  Marengo, 
proceeded  but  slowly;  and  Napoleon,  who  perceived  that  the  object 
of  the  AUies  was  merely  to  gain  time,  and  to  take  advantage  of  futtue 
contingencies  to  renew  the  war  at  a  &Tourable  moment,  resolved 
to  be  first  in  the  field.  The  Commanders  oi  the  Armies  of  the  Bhine 
and  of  Italy  received  orders  to  give  notice,  m  die  1st  of  September, 
of  the  eziHration  of  the  truce,  and  to  resume  hostilities  without  dday. 
Morean,  whoae  head-quarters  were  at  mmphenburg,  near  Munich, 
accordin^y  prepared  to  open  the  campaign;  but  Austria,  still 
undecided  and  desirous  of  a  respite^  solicited  a  renewal  of  the 
armistice  professing  ardently  to  wish  for  peace,  and  offering,  as  a 
guarantee  of  its  sincerity',  to  place  the  three  important  fortresses  of 
Ulm,  Phihpsburg,  and  Ingoldstadt,  in  the  hands  of  the  French.  On 
these  conditions,  the  suspension  of  hostilities  was  prolonged  for  forty- 
'  five  days  from  the  'iOtli  of  September.  It  was  in  this  interval,  that 
I  the  British  loan  of  two  millions  reached  Vienna,  and  decided  the 
,  Emperor  on  trying  the  fate  of  a  new  campaign.  Still,  however,  he 
was  anxious  to  temporize,  and,  if  possible,  amuse  the  Fiiat  Consul, 
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till  the  oommencement  of  the  rainy  so.asoii  ahould  have  rendered  | 
military  operations  imposnble,  by  wUch  means  he  would  hare  I 
gained  the  winter  for  recnutinf^  his  anaiesy  and  concerting  plans  with 
his  Allies.  Count  Tif-rbach  was  dcspntehed  to  T-uneville,  but  with 
insufficient  powers  to  treat  with  Josrpli  Hona])artf'.  tlie  French  ploni- 
potentiur)',  on  tcrmi*  for  a  definitive  ])eace.  On  the  \cry  opening  of 
the  proceedings,  the  object  of  Austria  became  manifest.  Count 
Lerfaadi  declaring  that  he  had  no  authority  to  act  widmit  the 
ooncurrenoe  of  an  English  minister.  Na|)olcon  was  very  natnnlly 
exasperated  at  dus  duplicity,  and  oidered  his  Crenerab  to  resume 
haatut  hostilities  on  the  expiration  of  the  toxty-fm  dsys. 

The  strength  and  positions  of  the  French  amueSf  at  due  period^ 
were  finrooraUe  for  continuing  the  war.  The  Republican  soldiers 
in  Germany  amounted  to  a  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand:  con- 
sisting of  the  Gallo-Batavian  army,  commanded  by  General  Augercau, 
twenty  thousand  strong  ;  the  grand  Army  of  Germany,  imder  Moreau, 
numbering  a  hundred  and  forty  thousand  ;  and  the  Army  of  the 
Grisons,  under  Macdonahl,  fiftein  tliousand  nu>n.  In  Italy,  the 
French  forces  were  a  hundicd  thou>and:  ninety  thousand  under  ' 
General  Brune,  who  had  succeeded  Massena  as  Commander-in-chief  , 
in  consequence  of  some  disagreement  between  the  ktter  and  die 
authorities  of  the  Cisalpne  Bepuhlic ;  and  ten  thousand,  designated 
the  Soudiem  Corps  of  Ohsorration,  under  Murat.  The  phm  of  die 
campaign  had  been  previousljr  arranged.  Movean  was  to  pass  the 
Inn,  and  march  on  Vienna  by  the  vsJky  cS  die  Danube.  Augereau 
was  directed  to  act  on  the  Bodniti  as  a  reserve.  Sot  emergencies, 
and  to  secure  the  rear  of  the  grand  army.  Hrune  was  ordered,  at  I 
the  same  time,  to  pass  the  Mincio  and  the  Adige,  and  direct  his 
march  upon  tlic  Noric  Alps,  while  Murat  was  to  act  as  a  reserve  to 
Brune,  and  to  flank  his*  right.  Thus  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
nit  n  were  j)re])ar(  (1  at  once  to  advanc  e  iipon  tin-  r.ijutal  of  (lernianv, 
at  a  se.i.sun  when  tlie  Emperor  had  flattered  himself",  that  no  idv.i  of 
a  campaign  in  the  inclement  region  of  I'ppcr  Austria  would  be 
entertained.  The  number  of  the  German  troops,  to  oppose  die 
invaders,  was  not  more  than  equal ;  while  in  discipline  and  oonragc 
thej  were  greedy  inferior.  Moreau  had  under  his  ominiand  some 
of  the  beet  officers  France  had  produced:  Leoonrbe,  Gioudiy, 
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St.  Suzanne,  Ncy,  Legrand,  and  Hardy,  with  others  of  probably  equal 
talt  iit ;       eager  to  emulate  the  deeds  of  the  victors  of  Marengo. 

Hostilities  were  re.sumed  on  the  27th  of  November,  when  the 
Army  of  tlic  Rliine  advanced  in  foui"  divisions  upon  the  Inn,  along  the 
left  bank  of  which  it  bivouacked  on  the  30th,  extending  over  a  space 
of  neaily  fifteen  leagues  between  Rosenheim  and  Miihldorf.  The 
Archduke  John,  whose  reputation  with  the  Imperial  troops  almost 
equalled  diat  of  bis  brollier  Chailes,  oceapied,  with  lua  axmy,  a  Ime 
extending  fnm  Miihldorf  to  Laaddnit,  intending  to  operate  by  the 
valleys  (tf  lihe  bsen,  the  Both,  and  the  Iser.  At  dayofaceak  on  the 
1st  of  December,  the  Archdnhe  deployed  nzty  thonaand  men  befise 
the  heights  of  Ampfingea  and  Achan,  and,  attacking  the  French 
positions  before  they  were  prepared,  drove  b.ack  the  divisions  of 
Grenier,  Ney,  Grandjean,  and  Legrand,  with  conatderablc  loss,  and 
carried  alarm  into  the  whole  of  the  French  army :  but,  like  all  his 
predecessors,  the  Austrian  chief  Avas  incapable  of  taking  a(lvanj;ige 
of  the  fortunate  moment.  Instead  of  following  up  his  first  success 
by  passing  Ilaag,  and  giving  battle  on  the  2nd,  he  contented  himself 
with  petty  movements,  and  thus  afforded  his  opponents  time  to  rally, 
and  to  concentrate  their  fercea. 

Having,  in  the  meantime,  however,  pcrcdved  the  emr  oi  his 
delay,  he  put  hu  army  into  motion,  befiwe  day-break  on  the  Skd, 
and  advanced  in  three  colomna,  which  were  deaigned  to  meet  and 
encamp  in  the  evenii^  in  the  plain  of  Amring.  A  heavy  fill  of 
snow  had  entirely  ohlitenitod  all  traces  of  reads;  and  it  was  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  that  the  tro<qp6  were  enabled  to  advance  in  the  wild 
forest  of  Hohenlinden,  near  the  village  of  whidi  name  the  firing 
commenced.  Grouchy's  division,  at  about  seven  o'clock,  was  sur- 
prised at  the  appearance  of  an  enemy;  and  at  the  first  onset,  several 
of  his  battalions  were  broken,  and  fled  in  disorder.  Ney,  however, 
hastened  to  tlic  spot,  and  by  a  terrible  charge  carried  death  and 
dismay  into  the  heart  of  the  Austrian  column.  The  battle  soon 
became  general;  and,  after  a  protracted  conflict,  as  obstinate  and 
bloody  as  any  the  French  troops  had  ever  sustained,  in  whii^  the 
severity  of  the  weadier  and  the  state  and  nature  of  the  gnrand  seem 
to  have  utterly  bewildered  all  parties  in  their  operadons,  the  fiite  of 
die  di7  was  deteirained  by  llie  desperate  valoar  of  General  Badie- 
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panae,  "who  bdng  nearly  auxroaiided  by  the  enemy,  and  cat  off  from 
all  CQnunnnicatum  irith  the  other  diTisuma  of  the  army,  penetrated 
with  the  8th  and  4Bdi  r^;imenta  of  the  line  into  the  deptha  of  die 

forest,  manceuvrcd  to  get  into  the  rear  of  the  Austrian  artilleiyy 
( li:ir<j(  d  aiul  routed  its  escort  with  the  bajronet,  and  took  cighty-scvcn 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  three  hundred  waggona.  The  confusion  which 
this  movement  occasioned  in  the  rear  spread  rapidly  to  the  van ;  and 
the  Archduke,  no  longer  able  to  mainUiin  his  ground,  precipitately 
retreated  with  the  wreck  of  his  army  behind  the  Inn.  The  loss  of 
the  Austrians  in  tliis  eiii;ai;cment  is  reported  to  have  been  twentj'- 
fivc  thousand  men,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners — the  latter, 
aniounting  to  seven  thousand,  included  two  generals ;  a  hundred 
guns,  and  an  immense  number  of  woggons,  containing  baggage  and 
ammunition.    The  French  lost  ten  thoa^and  men. 

Morean,  intent  on  Iniproving  his  victory,  croMed  the  Lin  and  the 
Salza,  and  pushed  on  throu{^  Stlsbaxg,  IVankenmarkt,  Sdiwanatadt, 
and  Lambach,  to  Kremsmnnster,  where,  on  the  22ad,  he  established 
his  head-quarters,  while  his  adTanoed  posts  were  on  die  banks  of  the 
Ipa  and  the  Erli^,  with  die  light  cavalry  in  poation  at  Mdk  on 
the  Danube,  not  above  two  days  mardh  from  Vienna.  Angerean, 
meanwhile,  on  the  very  day  of  the  Tictoiy  of  Hdiodinden,  had 
defeated  the  Baron  Albini  and  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  Austrians 
at  Burg-£bcrach,  passed  the  Bedn&S,  and  tnki-n  possession  of  Nurem- 
berg, on  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia ;  while  ilacdonald,  with  the  Army 
of  the  Grisons,  had  crossed  the  Valteline,  and  advanced  as  far  as 
Trent  in  the  TjtoI.  Brune,  at  the  same  time,  had  passed  the 
Miucio,  the  Adige,  and  the  Brenta,  driving  the  affrighted  Germans  ' 
before  him  at  every  stage,  and  was  within  a  few  miles  of  Venice ;  I 
and  Miurat,  with  the  Army  of  Observation,  was  at  Mihm.  Every  way 
the  hopes  of  Austria  were  cruohed ;  and  the  capital  of  the  empire 
lay  defenceless  before  whichever  of  the  enemy's  armies  should  first 
arrive  at  its  gates.  The  Archduke  Charles  was  called  at  the  last 
moment  to  take  the  command  of  the  army;  but  it  waa  now  too  hue : 
and,  as  a  final  resource,  Austria  again  had  recourse  to  n<^;oGiation, 
to  allow  time  Ibr  completing  which,  a  further  suspension  of  hostilities 
for  thirty  days  was  solidted  and  conceded  on  the  *25di  of  Decembor, 
the  tenn  being  afterwards  protracted  till  the  signing  of  the  definitive 
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treaty  of  Luncvillc,  on  the  9th  of  February,  1801 ;  when  the  Emperor, 
compelled  to  relin(}iiish  his  cnj^agoments  with  England,  accepted  a 
separate  peace,  on  terms  dictated  by  his  f 'nncnicior.  By  this  treaty 
the  left  bank  of  the  llhine,  though  comprising  portions  of  the 
hereditary  dominions  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  of  other  I'rinces 
of  the  Germanic  Confederation,  was  guaranteed  to  France  as  her 
boundary;  and  Tuscany,  which  belonged  to  the  brother  of  Francis, 
was  nneonditionally  ceded  to  the  Fint  GonsoL  The  Union  oi  the 
Batayiaa  Bepublio  widi  that  of  France  was  recognised,  together  with 
the  indqiendenoe  of  die  Cisalpine  and  ligurian  Commonwealths. 
It  has  been  remarked  by  Sir  Walter  Seotty  diat  ^ese  conditions 
were  not  much  more  advantageous  to  France  than  those  of  Campo 
Formio ;  and  that  fihe  moderation  of  Napoleon  indicated  the  sinoeii^ 
of  his  desire  for  peace. 

Naples  had  not  been  admitted  as  a  part}'  in  this  treat}'.  She  had  still  I 
an  army  of  sixteen  thousand  men  in  the  field,  under  Count  dc  Damas,  J 
who  having  crossed  the  Papal  States  unmolested,  and  ventured  to 
give  battle  to  General  Miollis  at  Sictma,  had  been  defeated  with  j 
considerable  slaughter,  and  fled  once  more  into  the  Koman  territories  I 
for  refuge.     Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Huheulindcn,  Murat  ' 
received  orders  to  pursue  the  Neapolitans  into  the  interior  of  their 
own  kingdom,  and,  11'  necessary,  drive  the  Koyal  Family  once  more 
to  the  island  of  Sicily;  but  to  pay  the  greatest  respect  to  the  Pope,  i 
to  restore  to  him  die  £ree  government  of  Us  States,  and  not  to  I 
approach  his  capital  without  his  qpedal  request.  The  Pontiff  was  j 
so  wdl  ^ased  with  the  conduct  of  the  French  on  the  occasion^  j 
that  he  desired  Cardinal  Gonsalvi  to  write  to  Murat,  ezpressing 
"the  fivdy  regard  which  his  Holiness  felt  for  the  First  Coosol,  in 
whose  hands  were  die  tranquillity  of  re^gion  and  the  happiness  of 
Europe."  The  Neapolitans,  thus  driven  from  the  States  of  die  Church, 
rapidly  fell  back  towards  the  mountains  of  Calabria. 

The  Court  of  Jsaples  now  became  certain  that  it  had  notliiiig 
to  hope  but  from  the  clemency  of  Napoleon ;  the  English  fleet, 
which  was  its  strongest  reliance,  being  unable  to  defend  the  capital 
from  the  coiupuring  troops  of  France.  The  Queen,  a  woman  of 
strong  mind,  and  decisive  character,  resolved  at  this  crisis  to  appeal 
to  tlic  Emperor  Faiii,  who  was  known  to  be  on  the  best  terms  with 
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the  First  CSooful,  for  his  intercession  in  behalf  of  her  hiuband  and 
his  dominions.  Notwithstandin*;  the  severity  of  the  season,  she 
forth%vith  prorocdod  to  St.  lVtt•r^5burgh  ;  and  tho  Czar,  flattered  bv 
the  supplication  of  the  daucjhfer  of  ^laria  Thi-resa,  for  a  protcf  tion 
which  her  brother,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  was  unable  to  aflord, 
immediately  despatched  Count  T.ewinshoff,  Grand  Huntsman  of 
Russia,  to  Paris,  to  solicit  a  peace,  which  Napoleon,  to  gratify 
Paul,  at  once  conceded.  Accordingly,  al\cr  some  time  idly  spent  in 
negociatbiif  on  the  28th  of  March,  a  treaty  was  signed  at  Florence, 
hy  whidi  the  Kii^  of  the  Tiro  SicUiei  agreed  to  close  his  ports 
againrt  all  English  yessels ;  to  cede  to  France  the  island  of  Elba ; 
to  restaare  to  the  Pope  aU  the  paintings,  statnes,  and  worln  of  art, 
▼hidi,  after  the  example  of  Napoleon,  De  Damaa,  Uiough  he  had 
entered  the  citjr  as  a  protector,  had  taken  from  Rome ;  and  to  reoeiTe 
a  corpa  of  French  atddiei*  into  Ins  territories,  ht  the  convenience 
of  embarlntioii,  to  reinibroe  the  Army  of  Egypt 

At  this  period,  Napoleon,  in  compliment  to  the  King  of  l^Min, 
who  had  rendered  him  considerable  service  during  the  war,  erected 
Tuscany  into  a  kingdom,  under  the  name  of  Etruria,  and  conferred 
it  on  T^uis  de  Bourbon,  eldest  son  of  the  Duke  of  Parma,  who  had     '  | 
married  Maria  Ijouisa,  a  sister  of  Ferdinand  VIT.  I 

The  wliole  of  the  Continent  was   now  at  peace  with  France;  , 
England  alone  continued  the  war,  and  slie  without  any  apparent      '  | 
object.    Her  superiority  bv  sea  was  everywhere  felt  and  admitted, 
and  she  could  scarcely  hope,  without  allies,  to  obtiiin  any  permanent  I 
advantage  by  land.    Malta,  after  a  siege  of  two  years,  had  been 
wrested  fimn  Ae  Bepuhlic;  and  Egypt  was  the  only  point  on  which 
anocess  oonid  be  lu^ed  fer.    In  these  drcnmstances,  knowing  diat 
die  calm  anrand  him  waa  merely  die  effect  of  fear,  and  that  it  would  ^ 
last  only  so  kng  as  that  operating  canae  continued,  the  First  Consul  i 
was  anxioQB  to  bring  mattam  to  a  dose  with  England,  cither  by  | 
totally  crushing  that  power,  or  reducing  her  to  seek  a  termination  i 
of  hostilities.   For  this  purpose,  he  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  | 
the  diMstirfaction  recently  created  amcmg  the  aordiem  maritime 
States,  by  the  encroachments  of  En^jland  in  searching  neutral  vessels. 
Every  art  of  diploniacv  was  excrtrd  to  fan  the  existing:  jealousy  of  ' 
Prussia,  Denmark,  and  iSweden,  into  open  rage;  and  in  a  short  i 
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time,  those  powers  united  with  Russia  ami  France  in  forming  a 
;  coalition  to  reNist  tlie  British  exactions.  The  Emperor  Paul,  whoso 
feelings  of  hostility  against  Great  Britain  had  been  increased  by 
the  refiual  of  ibe  Cabinet  of  London  to  restore  the  island  of  Malta 
to  the  Knights  of  St  John,  according  to  stipulation,  had  already 
seized  all  the  English  subjects  and  goods  in  his  dominions.  Fmssin 
now  took  posaesdon  of  Hanover,  the  independence  of  which  she  had 
herself  guaranteed;  and  Denmark  occupied  the  fiee  dty  of  Hamburg^ 
Thus  the  British  Govemment  had  to  contemplate  tike  necesai^  of 
humiliation,  or  of  encountering  single-handed  the  immense  militaiy 
force  of  France  and  the  combined  fleets  of  Eoiope.  At  the  same 
time,  the  people  of  England  were  suffering  from  a  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions, the  consequence  of  bad  hanrests,  and  the  unsettled  state  of 
J  commerce. 

I         'W'itli  a  degree  of  courage  and  promptitude,  which  has  few  parallels 
I      in  history,  in  the  face  of  the  most  appalling  dangers  and  difficulties, 
I      a  powerful  fleet  was  immediately  fitted  out  and  despatched,  under 
j      the  command  of  Admiral  Sir  Tlyde  Parker  and  Vice-Admiral  Lord 
Nelson,  to  the  Baltic,  to  anticipate  the  operations  of  the  Confederacy, 
by  attacking  their  fleets  in  their  own  harbours.    This  display  of 
energy,  and  the  success  with  wluch  it  was  crowned  in  the  signal 
■nctory  of  Nelson  at  Copenliagen,  added  to  the  death  of  the  Emperor 
Paul,  who,  in  the  night  of  the  23rd  of  March,  was  assassinated  in  his 
palace  at  St  Petersburg  by  monben  ii£  his  own  household,  entirely 
defeated  the  objects  of  the  Coalition.  The  new  Csar  was  indisposed 
to  pursue  the  policy  of  his  predecessor;  and  defeat  had  reduced 
j     Denmtork  to  submission.    The  morning  after  receiving  the  news  of 
I     the  murder  of  Paul,  Napoleon  caused  the  following  annoOBfiement,  by 
j      which  he  evidently  sought  to  insinuate  that  the  government  of 
[      England  had  some  participation  in  the  crime,  to  be  inserted  in  the 
Moniteiir:  —  "Paul  I.  died  on  the  night  between  the  2:ird  and  24th 
of  March,    'llie  English  squadron  piisscd  the  Sound  on  the  30th. 
History  will  instruct  us  as  to  the  relation  existing  between  these  two 
events."    The  First  Consul  was  greatly  affected  on  the  occasion. 
I     "A  revelntion  of  the  palace,**  he  exclaimed,  "has  OTertnnM»d  all  my 
I    designs.  Had  the  Ciar  lived,  I  should  hsre  concerted  measune  wilk 
him  to  ^To  a  mortal  blow  to  the  British  power  in  Indta."  Not- 
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withstandui<^  his  chagrin,  however,  he  forthwith  Ront  Duroe  to  Sc 
Petcrsburgh,  to  congratulate  the  Emperor  Aleauuidcr  on  hia  aooeMum 

to  the  throne. 

It  wiis  shortly  after  tin-  (U";itli  of  Piiul.  that  NajMilcon  heard  of  the 
evacuation,  by  Menou,  of  the  coK)ny  of  Ej^ypt.     Everything  had 
gone  badly  tliere  since  the  death  of  Kloher.     Menou  had  altered  the 
regulations  of  that  General  respecting  the  treatment  of  the  inhabitants,  , 
and  thus  disgusted  the  most  influential  portion  of  the  population,  who,  | 
on  die  landing  ol  an  English  army,  nnder  Six  Ba^  Abercnmiby,  m  j 
March,  1801,  roae  in  open  hostilitj  to  tiie  French.  The  contest  was 
not  a  prolonged  one.   Menon,  finding  himself  overmatched,  both  in  I 
skill  and  nomben,  with  hia  troops  scattered  in  Taiiooa  fiwts  and 
cities,  where  thef  were  sunounded  bj  open  eueaiies,  and  exposed  to 
the  machinations  of  concealed  ones,  entered  into  a  convention  for 
snzrendering  the  province,  on  condition  that  the  armj  should  be  | 
transported  to  France,  with  its  arms  and  baggage.    On  receiving  this  I 
intelligence,  Bonaparte  is  reported  to  have  said,  "  There  remains, 
then,   no   alternative  but  a  descent  on  Britain : "  an  idea  which 
occasioned  some  preparations  to  be  made  at  Boulogne  and  elsewhere, 
in  the  collection  of  a  flotilla  ;  but,  as  there  was  no  serious  intention 
of  putting  tlie  project  into  execution,  the  only  result  it  produced,  was 
that  of  rousing  afresh  the  ardour  and  animosity  of  the  Engliiih  people, 
and  rendering  the  war  more  popular  than  before.    In  the  mean*  | 
time,  aa  Mr.  Pitt  had  relinq[nished  office,  and  been  soooeeded  bj 
Mr.  Addington,  afterwards  Lnrd  Sidmonth,  who  was  known  to  be 
mora  finroorsbfy  disposed  towards  aceommodation  lhaa  his  ptede- 
ceasor;  and  aa  no  determinate  advantage  eonld  aocme  to  any  par^ 
firom  protracting  die  war,  negociations  were  again  act  on  foot  ibr  • 
peace — on  this  occasion  at  the  solicitation  of  England. 

administration  of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Commonwealth  j 
proceeded  with  the  same  >Tgour  as  had  been  constantly  displayed,  ' 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Consulate.  Immediately  aft<  r  the 
ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Euneville,  Napoleon  formed  the  ti  rri- 
torles  which  had  been  c«  ded  to  France  by  Austria,  into  four  lu  w 
d<  j>;u  tments :  those  of  Itoer,  the  Siure,  the  Bhine  and  Moselle,  and 
.Mont  Tonnerre ;  and,  for  the  advancement  of  the  commercial  interests 
of  the  nation,  published  a  law  authorising  the  establishment  of  boitne*. 
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or  marts  of  trade,  in  the  chief  cities  and  towns  of  the  Republic ;  at  the 
same  time,  ordaining  that,  from  the  17th  to  the  22nd  of  Soptcmber  in 
each  year,  there  should  be  public  exhibitions  of  tlie  productions  of 
French  industry  and  ingenuity.  Amid  the  numberless  speculations 
and  improvements  which  were,  at  thisi  time,  suggested  to  him,  he 
missed  one,  which  might  have  changed  his  own  fate  and  that  of 
Europe.  The  celebrated  Fulton  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject 
of  iteam-boats.  Napoleon,  -who  was  always  suspicions  of  mere  speca* 
htan,  treated  tfie  project  as  dumerical,  sad  its  author  as  a  Yinomaxj. 
It  was  in  Tain  ihat  a  letter  was  spoken  of,  which  had  been  writlsn  by 
Bei^aaun  IVanUin,  in  1788,  wherein  that  scientific  philosopher  had 
spdEen  of  "  a  boat,  propelled  by  a  steam-engine,  whidi  had  power  to 
ascend  against  the  stream.**  The  First  Consul  could  not  be  bxDnght 
to  examine  the  proposal;  and  erentaaUy  FVdton  went  to  Ameiica, 
where,  fire  or  six  years  afterwards,  he  was  ensUed  to  cany  his  long 
contemplated  plans  into  execution,  and  to  commence  one  of  the 
mightiest  reroltttions  which  have  erer  operated  npon  the  destinies  of 
mankind. 

From  the  same  period  dates  the  rc-cstablishmcnt  of  a  national 
religion  in  France.  Napoleon  considered  such  a  measure  necessary, 
to  secure  the  tranquillity  of  the  State  and  the  settlement  of  the 
Government.  He  had  already  recalled  the  banished  priests,  re- 
erected  the  ancient  altars  for  Christian  worship,  and  given  back  to 
the  Pope  his  temporal  sovereignty :  it  excited  no  surprise,  therefore, 
when  it  was  known  that  Joseph  Bonaparte  was  eomniisnoned  to  tarest 
widk  Gardinal  Gonsalvi,  the  plenipotentiary  of  Fnis  VII.,  on  the  terms 
of  a  special  Coneordal^  to  restore  the  Bq[rabUc  to  the  bosom  of  the 
Ghnrdu  The  want  of  ouifinrmily  in  matters  of  fidth  had  ki^  been 
felt  as  an  evil  by  good  and  really  patriotic  men,  among  whom  die 
only  serious  question  was,  what  kind  of  religion  it  would  be  best  to 
establish.  Many  desired  to  throw  off  the  Papal  yoke  and  cstabUsh  a 
Gallican  church,  similar  to  that  of  England,  of  which  the  First  Consul 
should  be  the  head.  Napoleon  rejected  this.  "  I  am  aware,"  he  said, 
"  that  a  part  of  France  would  become  Protestant,  especially  if  I 
seemed  to  counten.ince  such  a  disposition  ;  but  the  majority-  would 
remain  Catholic,  and  struggle,  with  the  fervour  of  sectarian  zeal, 
against  the  schism  of  their  fellow -citizens.    Beligious  contests,  dis- 
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seiuions  in  families  would  ensue ;  instead  of  which,  by  re-estabUshing 
the  religion  which  has  always  reigned  in  the  land,  and  which  still 
keeps  its  hold  Vfum  the  heart,  while  the  minority  are  left  free  to 
exercise  their  own  worship,  I  sliall  act  in  harmony  with  the  nation, 
and  satisfy  cvorv  bo<lv."  Some  argued,  that  no  State  religion  was 
necessary  ;  that  it  wa.s  enough  to  tolerate  pxiblic  worshij)  and  the 
priests,  without  creating  or  providing  for  a  cU  r^ji ;  and  that  tlxe  spirit 
of  the  age  opposed  a  relapse  to  the  old  order  of  things.  "  Xay,  you 
deceive  yourselves,"  repUed  the  First  C  un>ul ;  "  religion  is  inherent 
in  men  8  minds,  and  while  this  is  so  a  clergy  will  elwajs  eziit.  We 
lunrtt  hiNl  imliiHiit  of  BepiibUeiy  Demoendfli^  of  all  tibal  tra  aee, 
Imt  never  of  any  Stale  widumt  a  religion,  a  Ibnn  id  wotafa^  or  a 
priesthood.  It  is  better^  tiieiefiMie,  to  rqiolate  die  imtASa^  and  gain 
ofver  ibe  priests,  than  to  leacire  thingi  aa  they  ere.  Hie  popnlanity  of 
the  goremntent  u  enhanced  by  iti  respect  fiar  religum.  ft  waa  this 
respect  which  gained  me  the  affections  of  the  Italians,  and  the  confi- 
dence of  the  uiemas  of  Eg^pt."  Indeed,  so  thoroughly  was  he 
imbued  with  a  sense  of  the  ini]><>rtance  of  this  step,  that,  at  a  debate 
on  the  subject  in  the  Council  of  State,  he  said,  *'  If  the  Pope  had  not 
existed,  I  would  have  create<l  one  for  the  occasion  ;  as  the  Kl'infin 
Consuls,  in  circumstances  of  emergem  y,  elected  a  dictator." 

There  i»  no  doubt,  however,  tiiat  the  Cu/iajniat  \»as  a  matter  of 
policy  rather  than  religion.  Napoleon  hiuiheil  has  told  us,  that  "  it 
waa  neceiiary  to  the  Bepoblie  and  die  Goremment;  to  tenninate 
aectaiian  divisiona,  pot  an  end  to  di8oidfln»  caose  tho  fiddilul  to  pray 
far  the  Stale,  dissipate  the  acmpiee  of  those  who  had  purchased  the 
domaizu  of  the  Church,  and  break  the  hwt  thread  whidi  still  connected 
the  andent  ^maaty  with  the  country,  by  displadng  tho  bidiope, 
remained  faithful  to  royalty,  and  pointing  them  out  as  rebeli,  preferring 
the  things  of  this  world  and  their  temporal  interests  to  the  afidrs  of 
Heaven  and  the  caoso  of  God.*'  Notwithstanding  apparent 
indifi'erence,  however.  Napoleon  does  not  appear  to  hanre  been  so 
wholly  devoid  i.f  religious  sentiments  as  he  has  been  generally  repre- 
sented. His  thoughts  were  vague  and  unsettled,  and  his  mind  tinged 
with  superstition.  "  My  reason."  he  said,  "  keeps  mv  in  unhehef 
toncerning  numy  things;  hut  the  impressions  of  childhood,  and  the 
feelings  of  early  youth,  throw  me  hack  into  uncertainty,    i  am 
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■Biaredly  fir  from  being  an  Atheist;  but  I  cannot  profess  to  believe  I 
all  that  I  am  taught,  in  spite  of  my  reason,  without  being  false  and  a 
hypocrite.  To  explain  where  I  come  from,  what  I  am,  and  whither 
I  go,  is  aboye  my  comprehension.  I  am  like  the  watch  that  exists, 
without  the  cooadoaaness  of  existence.  However,  the  sentiment  of 
religion  is  so  consolatory,  that  it  must  be  considered  a  gift  of  Heaven. 
My  incredulity  does  not  proceed  irom  perverscncss  or  licentiousness  of 
mind ;  but  how  is  it  possible  that  conviction  can  find  its  way  to  my 
heart,  when  I  hear  the  absurd  language,  and  witness  the  iniquitous 
acts,  of  tliosc  whose  business  it  is  to  preach  to  us? — who  incessantly 
tell  us  that  their  n  'vgn  is  not  of  tliis  world,  and  yet  lay  hands  uj>on 
j  every'thing  they  can  get  ?  The  Pope,  the  head  of  religion,  thinka 
{  only  of  thia  world,  and  hia  aecolar  power  aa  a  prince.  I  omaider 
{  religion,  nereitheleaaj  aa  the  aupport  of  aonnd  principlea  and  good 
mxni^,  both  in  doctrine  and  practice;  and  audi  ia  die  readeaaneM 
of  man,  that  hia  mind  lequirea  that  iometkif^  undefined  and  mar- 
vellous  whidi  rdigion  offiBn." 
On  another  occasion,  when  he  had  dined  with  a  few  friends  at 
[  Malmaison,  a  rural  estate,  situate  a  few  miles  from  Paris,  wliich  he 
had  purchased  ahortly  after  hia  return  from  Egypt ;  as  he  walked  in 
the  Park,  at  evening,  the  conversation  turned  upon  religion — it  was 
Sunday.  The  sound  of  the  beUs,  from  the  village  church  of  Rucl, 
suddenly  struck  u])on  his  ear,  in  tlie  midst  of  an  arg^ument  on  modes 
of  worship,  philosophical  systems,  deism,  and  materialism.  He 
paused  to  catch  every  tone  of  the  sounds  that  charmed  liim ;  and  liis 
voice  trembled  with  emotion,  as  he  said,  "  'I'his  recalls  the  first  yeais 
I  passed  at  Brienne.  —  I  was  happy  then  !"  The  bells  ceased,  and  he 
reaumed  the  interrupted  discourse.  **  Let  your  philosophers,  your 
m^sphyaicians,'*  he  exdaimed,  "  explain  the  source  of  that  influence. 
If  there  be  not  a  Deity,**  he  continued,  extending  his  handa  towards 
heaven,  which  waa  thiddy  atudded  with  stars,  "  let  diem  tell  me  who 
made  all  that  ?  Everydiing  podatma  the  eternal  truth,  that  there  ia 
a  God  1**  The  stnmbling-blodL  in  the  way  of  his  becoming  a  CSuiatian 
aeema  to  have  boon  the  inmiartality  of  the  soul ;  a  doctrine  which  he 
strove  to  belie^'e,  but  on  which  he  could  obtain  no  conviction.  At 
fit.  Helena,  he  said,  *'  What  influence  could  men  and  events  exercise 
owmeif,  bearing  my  miafortuneaaa  if  inflicted  by  God,  I  expected  to  [ 
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lie  oon^eBNted  by  kfan  widi  bsppinm  hemfin !"  In  Ihe  hof^  of 
his  pover  he  has  been  heard  to  say,  that  the  perpetuitjr  of  a  name  in 
the  mcnion,'  of  men,  coSBtitated  his  only  hope  of  immortality.  **  This  j 
idea,"  he  added,  "  elevaftM  to  noble  deeds.  It  were  better  never  to 
have  lived  tlian  to  leave  no  after  traces  of  one's  existence."  The 
struij£,'le  between  old  recollections,  a  desire  to  be  fully  satisfied,  and 
a  pcr\  erse  understandint;,  kept  him  in  doubt  till  bis  death.  Wht-n  he 
was  Emperor,  every  effort  was  usrd  to  induce  him  to  take  the  sacra- 
ment in  the  church  of  Notre  Dame  ;  but  he  constantly  refused  to  do 
lO.  **  I  have  not  sufficient  faith  in  the  act,"  he  said,  **  to  be  l)encfittod 
hy  it;  yet  I  have  too  much  belief  to  allow  me  to  conmiit  a  wilful 
profSmation."  And,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  in  union  with  his  | 
peculiar  ideal,  he  firmly  believed  in  presmliinenlB  and  die  q^peanmce 
of  spiiita. '  "  When  at  a  diBtamoe,**  be  remarirad,  "  death  strikes  cme 
who  is  dear  to  ns :  a  presentiinent  almost  always  annonnres  the  event; 
and  the  individoal  who  is  removed  iqppears  to  us  at  the  moment  of 
our  loss.** 

The  Concordat  was  signed  by  Ni^leon  on  die  15di  of  August,  , 

I'^Ol,  and  by  the  Pope  shortly  afterwards.  By  this  document,  the  | 
Holy  See  relinquished  to  the  French  Government  the  right  of  nomi' 
nation  to  vacant  bishoprics ;  pledged  itself  not  to  molest  the  purchasers 
of  alienated  ecclesiastical  property ;  and  agreed  to  a  new  di^nsion  of 
dioceses  and  church  livings:  in  return  for  which,  the  autliorities  of 
the  Ktpublic  recognised  the  Catholic  Apostolical  f'hurch  as  that  of 
the  nation,  and  agreed  to  secure  projier  salaries  for  the  prelates  and 
clergy,  and  to  sanction  measures  for  allowing  piously-disposed  pt  rsons 
to  make  future  endowments  in  favour  of  religion.  The  conditions  of 
this  arrangement  were  too  moderate  to  meet  the  approval  of  the  high 
drarcb  party,  and  especially  of  the  exiled  Bishops,  who  direatened  to 
resign  their  Sees,  in  preference  to  joining  in,  what  they  deemed,  a 
snrrender  of  the  ancient  concessioiis  to  the  Chnreh ;  bnt  finding  that 
due  provision  bad  been  made  for  filling  their  places,  in  the  event  of 
theur  proving  refractory,  they,  as  well  as  his  Holiness,  dioagfat  it  best 
to  submit  to  "  the  exigencies  of  the  times,"  and  obtain  restitiition  of 
a  portion  of  their  wealth  and  influence,  rather  than  continue  to  be 
deprived  of  the  whole.  It  was,  at  least,  something  saved  from  the 
wreck  of  the  Revolution.    ^Die  nation  at  large  looked  upon  the 
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Concordat  as  a  healing  measure,  and  was  by  no  means  dispoeed  to 
support  the  pretensions  of  those  who^  from,  selfish  motives,  sought 

to  oppose  it. 

The  ordonnance  for  the  re-establishmcnt  of  the  Catholic  worship 
was  followed  by  a  solemn  procession  to  the  church  of  Notre  Dame, 
on  which  occasion  the  household  of  the  First  Consul,  for  the  first  time, 
appeared  in  livery.  Mass  was  jfaSoBtaiedf  with  pontifical  magnificence, 
by  Cardinal  Capranu  The  IKdupa  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  die 
Kepuhlio ;  aad,  after  a  diaoovuae  deUrered  by  Be  Boisgclin,  Axehp 
biaihop  of  Toon,  the  aame  who  had  preached  the  Coranatiom  aennoii 
of  Louia  XYI.,  a  7k  Deum  waa  chanted.   Ihe  ooogr^gatioii  ivaa 
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mmmue — the  greator  portum  bong  obliged  to  itiiid;  lint  the 
poitment  of  the  nugorily  luunnoniMd  little  widi  deroliaiiil  eolfliiuiitf  . 

The  preceding  twelve  yean  had  engendered  an  irreverence  for  divine 
things,  which  the  Concordat  had  no  power  in  an  instant  to  dispel. 
During  the  service,  the  whiapen  <tf  curioaity  or  impatience  gradually 
increased  to  the  tone  of  conversation,  occasionally  interrupting  the 
ceremony ;  and  an  unusual  hunger  seemed  to  have  seized  upon  many, 
who  every  few  minutes  were  seen  tiiming  their  heads  to  bite  a  piece 
of  chocolate.  De  Bourricnne  affirms,  that  he  even  saw  persons  Uiking 
luncheon,  without  appearing  to  pay  the  least  regard  to  what  was 
going  forward. 

Many  of  the  Republican  Generals  felt  the  greatest  repugnance 
to  the  new  arrangement;  and  It  was  nsctiiaiy  to  use  s<Mne  address 
to  procure  Aeir  presenoe  at  die  Oalihedral.  Berihier  invited 
serwal  to  braaJdast  witb  him,  whence  he  took  them  to  Napoleon's 
hffiit,  thns  rendering  excuse  impossible.  Mocean,  however^  at  the 
nsk  of  offipmdinf^  declined  giving  bis  attendance.  On  the  return  of 
the  proeesnon  to  the  X^ukriesy  Bonq^arte  asked  Ddmas  what  he  | 
dioug^t  of  die  ceremony.  "It  was  an  adnmrshle  etg^udiuuk,*' 
replied  the  General ;  and  Augereau,  being  asked  the  same  question, 
answered,  "  It  is  all  very  fine :  there  wants  nothing  but  the  million 
of  men  who  devoted  themselves  to  death  in  order  to  destroy  what 
we  are  now  re-establishing."  This,  it  may  be  remarked,  was  in 
the  capital.  In  the  country,  the  restoration  of  religion  was  generally 
hailed  as  a  blessing. 

The  treaty  with  England,  which  had  been  slowly  proceeding  for  I 
some  months,  was  brought  to  a  close  soon  after  the  publication  of  | 
the  Concordat.    The  English  agreed  to  surrender  all  the  conquests  } 
they  had  made  during  the  war,  except  Trinidad  and  Ceylon,  which  | 
ibej  were  allowed  to  retain  in  perpetui^;  and  die  I^endi  were  to 
evacuate  Bome  and  Ki^lee.  Hie  oceupati«m  of  Maha  bad  formed 
one  of  the  chief  ohstsciles  to  an  earlier  settlement  of  differences:  diis 
island  was  now  to  be  restored  to  the  Knights  of  St.  John,  end  declared 
n  fiee  port— its  independenoe  being  secured  by  a  garrison  of  the  tnx^ 
of  a  neotrsl  power.    Tbe  preliminary  articles  were  signed  on  the 
10th  of  October,  1801,  and  their  publication  elicited  the  most  en- 
thusiastic and  general  joy  thronghont  England  as  well  ss  France, 
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Mr.  Sheridan  aptly  characterized  the  peace,  as  "a  resvJt  which  all 
men  were  glad  of,  but  of  which  no  man  could  be  proud."  It  is  not 
wonderlul  that  when  one  who,  from  the  outset,  had  opposed  the  war, 
thus  regarded  its  termination,  the  Government  with  which  it  had 
originated  and  which  was  now  in  a  measure  compelled  to  abandon 
it,  should  consider  its  cessation  as  a  mere  truce  for  convenience. 

The  Peace  of  Amiens  opened  the  Continent  to  British  travellers. 
Among  those  who  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  visit 
France,  was  the  illustrious  Charles  James  Fox,  of  whom  Bonaparte 
himself  has  recorded,  that  "  half  a  dozen  such  men  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  establish  the  character  of  a  nation  ; — a  man  without  a  model 
among  the  ancients,  being  himself  a  model,  whose  principles,  sooner 
or  later,  will  rule  the  world.  In  Fox,"  added  Napoleon,  "  the  heart 
warmed  the  genius,  while,  in  his  rival  Pitt,  the  genius  withered  the 
heart."  Fox  at  this  time  was  engaged  in  writing  a  History  of  the 
Stuarts,  and  requested  permission  to  inspect  the  archives  of  France. 
The  First  Consul  afOorded  him  every  facility  for  his  researches ;  and 
received  him  frequently  at  the  Palace,  where  the  conversations  that 


ensued  seem  to  have  induced  mutual  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect 
and  esteem.  "  Fame,"  said  Napoleon,  "  had  informed  me  of  Fox's 
talents ;  and  I  soon  foimd  that  he  possessed  a  noble  character,  a  good 
heart,  hberal,  generous,  and  enlightened  views.    I  considered  him  an 
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oniameiit  to  mankind^  and  itm  mxuAi  attached  to  bim.**  The  Eint 
Cooral  having  spoken  of  the  hfemal  Machme  in  Fox**  praenoe,  and 
irkhing  to  cast  the  odium  of  that  attempt  upon  the  British  Ministry, 
waa  rebuked  with  manly  sincerity  and  warmth :  "  Pray  take  that 
crotchet  out  of  your  head,"  said  the  Statesman ;  who  well  knew  how 
incapable  were  English  gentlemen,  Whig  or  Tory,  of  lending  any 
countenance  to  schemes  ol"  assassination.  The  kindly  attentions  of 
Napoleon  to  tliis  distinguished  man  were  responded  to  by  all  France. 
In  every  town  and  village  through  which  he  passed,  the  authorities 
and  inhabitants  vied  with  each  other  in  rendering  to  him  honour 
and  hospitalit\'.  M.  Laurent  de  TArdcche  assimilates  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  French  populace  on  the  occasion,  with  that  of  the  British  public 
in  the  equally  flattering  reception,  in  1838,  of  Marshal  Soult,  "  a 
Soldier  of  Nq^oleon,  and  Yetevan  of  die  Bepublic." 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


NAPOLEON,   PRESIDENT  OF  THE  CISALPINE  REPUBLIC — MARRIAGE  OF  LOUIS 

BONAPARTE  EDUCATION — CIVIL  CODE — RECALL  OF  EMIGRANTS  —  CONSUL 

FOR  LIFE  —  CARNOT  AND  LA  FAYETTE  —  EXPEDITION  TO  8T.  DOMINGO  — 
HELVETIC  CONFEDERATION  —  THE  PRESS.     1802 — 1803. 


ITTI.E  had  been  said  in  the  recent  Treaties 
with  Austria  and  England,  concerning  the 
future  government  of  those  Italian  States  which 
France  had  erected  into  separate  Republics,  or 
annexed  as  Departments  to  her  own  territories. 
It  had  been  deemed  sufficient  for  the  time, 
that  their  independence  should  be  recognised, 
without  any  express  stipulation  being  made 
respecting  them.  Napoleon,  who  had  always  been  honoured  as  their 
Liberator,  in  the  beginning  of  January,  1802,  summoned  a  Convention 
of  Italian  Deputies,  to  meet  at  Lyons,  for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering 
the  Constitution  of  the  Cisalpine  Commonwealth,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  assimilated  with  that  of  France,  instead  of  continuing  to  subsist  on 
the  directorial  model.  This  Convocation  the  First  Consul  attended  in 
person ;  and  the  influence  of  his  presence  procured  a  ready  acqui- 
escence in  all  his  suggestions,  and  induced  the  members  to  offer  him 
the  Presidency  of  the  RepubUc ;  not  in  his  capacity  of  First  Consul 
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o(IVuce,lmt  ••  «  privitn  individiul— m  appointment  wludi  wm  wdl 
adapted  to  second  his  own  ulterior  views,  and  wm  therefore  accepted 
with  much  pleasure. 

It  was  on  the  7th  of  January,  the  evening  prior  to  his  departure  for 
Lyons,  that  Napoleon  causctl  a  marriage  to  be  solemnized  between  his 
brother  Louis  and  the  beautiful  Ilortense  Beauhamais,  the  daughter 
of  Josephine.  This  match  originated  in  no  impulse  of  affection,  at 
least  as  regarded  the  lady ;  but  is  said  to  have  been  chiefly  effected 
through  the  agency  of  her  mother,  who  was  desirous  of  ha^^ng  one 
friend  among  the  brothers  of  Napoleon,  to  counteract  the  intrigues  of 
the  others,  who  she  suspected  to  be  her  enemies,  and  leagued  in 
adTttinglier  ImAand  to  aamme  die  title,  aa  weU  aa  tlte  ftmctioina,  of 
royalty.  Hue  marriage  waa  oelehcated  iridi  religioiia,  aa  well  aa  dvil 
rilea;  and  at  die  aaaie  time  tiie  marriage  of  Caroliiie  and  Mvzat, 
aanetioned  by  the  mi^giatrale  two  yeara  befin^  waa  BoleauuBed  by  the 
prieat  A  apacnlation  baa  bem  raiaed  upon  theae  proceedinga> 
whether,  aa  he  forbore  to  follow  the  comae  comridered  necewary  for 
others.  Napoleon  dkl  not  already  entertain  tiunights  of  hia  aubaeqnent 
divorce,  which  the  religiona  rite  would  hare  rendered  a  .matter  of 
greater  difficulty  to  obtain. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  First  Consul  established  a 
national  system  of  Education.  It  has  been  already  shewn,  that,  even 
in  liis  youth,  he  had  entertained  views  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
public  schools  at  variance  with  the  established  practice.  He  had 
now  the  power  to  test  the  soimdness  of  his  own  opinions  by  reducing 
them  to  practice.  Schools  and  colleges  were  rapidly  erected  in  the 
aeveral  departments  of  die  Bepublic.  1^  thousand  scholarships  were 
at  onoe  inititated;  the  holdera  of  wBcih  were  dotfied  in  inuficm»  in 
order  that  one  might  not  tipiftu  better  dicaaed  dian  another,  and  a 
aenae  of  inforiority  be  draa  generated  in  the  pvipila»  by  the  eatenial 
appearance  of  theb  oompanioaa.  **Jn  adTancing  die  canae  of 
EdncatMrn,"  he  laid,  **we  are  planting  for  the  fotare."  It  waa  a 
pardonable  vaunt  when,  in  after  yean,  meeting  widi  •  young  nan 
who  had  made  rapid  progress  in  one  of  the  Lyoeuins  which  he  had 
founded,  he  exclaimed,  "  What  a  rising  generation  I  shall  leave 
behind  me!  This  is  all  my  work  1  The  merita  of  the  French  youth 
will  hereafter  aTonge  my  memofyl** 
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About  the  same  time,  one  of  Napoleon's  greatest  worlcs  was  com- 
menced :  the  preparation  of  a  code  of  laws,  known  at  first  as  the 
Civil  Code,  and  afterwards  as  the  Code  Ndpuleon.  'J'liis  was  a 
labour  of  the  utmost  xUility ;  not  only  for  the  soundness  of  tlie  laws 
it  estabUslxed,  but  as  removing  the  many  arbitrary  and  contradictory 
enactments  and  decrees  wliidx  liad  pnmouily  governed  the  sevend 
provinoee  the  kbgdom,  and  ettaUishing  a  vmfinnn  sjnteu  of 
jurisprudence  in  their  steed.  It  was  a  ciicimistanoe  yitadk.  attnded 
ooosidenble  notice^  that  the  young  General  the  Annies  of  Itaty 
and  Egypt,  dunild  be  not  only  able  to  pireride  at  Ae  sitliqgs  of  the 
Council  of  State  ibr  drawing  up  these  laws,  bat  eren  to  lead  the 
debates  npon  the  most  abstruse  subjects  of  legislation  among  such 
coadjutors  as  Talleyrand,  CambaodriSy  Lebrun,  Tronchet,  Rcederer, 
Portallis,  and  Xhibaudeau.  He  seemed  to  derive  intense  delight 
from  these  discussions,  in  which  he  consequently  took  an  active  part, 
speaking  withovit  jireparation,  embarrassment,  or  pretension,  in  a 
style  which,  though  not  more  elevated  than  his  general  tone  of 
conversation,  was  remarkable  for  correctness  of  conception,  force  of 
re.isoning,  and  liberahty  of  sentiment. 

On  the  2Gth  of  April,  a  decree  was  passed  for  the  recall  of  the 
Emigrants.  It  was  Napoletrn's  wish  to  hare  restorad  to  the  exiles  aU 
the  property  they  had  formerly  possessed,  which  had  not  been  die- 
posed  of  by  the  State ;  but  in  this  he  encountered  so  nmch  oppoalion, 
both  in  the  Council  and  the  Senate,  that  he  was  compelled  to  rdtn- 
quish  idea,  and  consent  to  there  call  widioot  restitution.  Tlie 
cxoeptiims  to  tins  anmestf  were  less  than  fire  hundred  persons, 
consisting  of — Those  who  had  been  chiefs  of  bodies  of  armed  Royalists ; 
had  held  rank  in  the  armies  of  the  Allieej  belonged  to  the  household 
of  the  Bourbon  Princes;  been  agents  or  encouragers  of  civil  wars;  and 
such  generals,  adinirals,  and  representatives  of  the  people,  as  had 
borne  arms  against  the  Republic.  Most  of  the  Emigrants  returned; 
and  to  some,  on  his  own  authority,  he  restored  tlieir  forfeited  estates ; 
but  the  conduct  of  these  persons  is  represented  to  have  been  such,  as 
to  have  prevented  his  intention  from  being  carried  out  to  the  extent 
he  at  first  meditated. 

By  every  act  of  his  government,  Napoleon  was  rendering  a  service 
to  France,  as  well  as  courthig  die  (upphnise  of  the  multitude^  and  ^ 
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iqiprolwdoii  of  men  of  Moae.  "Thongli  not  of  Idngly  Urth,**  myi 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  **  Bonaparte  shewod  a  mmd  wortfaj  of  dio  nmk  to 
which  he  had  ascended.*'  Industry,  commerce,  fitentnie,  art,  had 
all  XfloeiTed  a  new  impetoa  from  his  patronage  and  example.  Paris 

never,  perhaps,  prrsontod  so  gratifying  a  upcctacle  of  prosperity  as 
in  thn  year  The  admiration  of  foreigners,  and  more  especially 

the  English,  was  unbounded.  The  Uevolution,  in>tead  of  desolating 
France,  as  they  had  been  taught  to  believe,  appeared  to  have  rege- 
nerated her.  The  price  of  the  funds,  "  that  great  thermometer  of 
public  opinion,"  since  the  days  of  the  Directory,  had  risen  from  seven 
to  fiftf4iro»  Every  dirtriet  of  die  lU^Ufic  vaa  tranquil :  peace 
preraOed  externally ;  and  all  thuiga  leemed  to  promiae  italnli^. 

Ni^oleon  was  "all,  and  more  diat  aH,**  Aat  any  Kin^  Fhmce 
had  ever  heen;  hot  it  was  neoessary  diat  hii  andiori^  ahoidd  be 
rendered  permanent,  in  order  that  Ibieigu  powen  vofjbt  haye  that 
"reasonable  ground  to  judge  of  the  stability  of  his  government,'* 
which  Lord  Grenville  had  made  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to 
negociate  with  him  for  a  peace.  This  was  felt,  in  its  full  force,  by 
the  members  of  the  Legislative  bodies ;  and,  accordingly,  Chabot  de 
I'Allier.  in  the  Tribunate,  proposed  that  sonic  splendid  mark  of 
national  gratitude  should  be  conferred  on  the  First  Consul,  hinting 
that  this  might  be  best  accomplished  l)y  prolonL;ing  the  period  of 
his  Consulate  for  U-n  yun.  This  proposition  »|K'edily  produced  a 
decree,  which,  being  presented  to  Napoleon,  met  with  a  less  ready 
or  cordial  reception  than  had  been  anticipated.  "Ton  conaider," 
•aid  he  to  Troochet,  who  headed  the  deputation  from  the  Legidatnre 
OB  die  occawon»  "diat  I  owe  to  the  pnblie  a  new  sacriBee  of  ease. 
Shodd  the  votes  of  die  people  eommand  from  me  what  yovr  sufiage 
andioriaes,  I  will  dieerinlfy  make  it**  Bonaparte's  respect  finr  the 
wishes  <^  the  people,  in  this  instance,  was  merely  intended  to  com 
an  appeal  to  them  against  the  decision  of  their  Representatives,  who 
had  not  conferred  all  that  his  ambition  desired.  Hy  vesting  in  the 
populace  the  riglit  to  refuse  what  the  Senate  had  granted,  it  was 
I  evidently  left  to  Ik-  infeiTed.  that  they  had  also  jwwcr  to  grant  more 
than  had  Ix  <  n  originally  offered.  The  matter  being  referred  to  the 
Council  of  State,  that  botly,  after  a  brief  deliberation.  pul>li>he«l  the 
following  question,  "  Shall  Napoleon  Bouapiu^tc  be  Cuuaul  for  Life.'" 
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At  the  same  time  they  prorided  that  regntm  should  be  opened  in  all 
the  public  offices  of  the  several  departments,  in  which  the  citizens 
wore  enjoined  to  inscribe  their  Totes.   The  reralt»  at  the  end  of  three 


weda»  was  die  unqualified  assent  of  nearly  three  millioiiB  and  a  half  of 
ciluena,  while  those  who  i^gisteied  their  oppositMm  amounted  to  leas 
than  a  quarter  of  a  million.  Among  the  latber,  howem*  were  Camot, 

La  Fayette,  and  Latour  Maubourg.  Camot,  when  he  signed  his 
name,  ia  said  to  have  exclaimed  that  he  knew  he  was  subscribing  his 
own  sentence  of  banishment.  This  proved  not  to  be  the  case, 
however;  Napoleon  was  never  known  to  take  vengeance  on  any 
one  who  professed  open  and  manly  opposition  to  his  views ;  and 
Caniot,  although  lie  cliofc.e,  at  tlie  time,  to  retire  from  the  head  of 
the  "War  department,  had  a  pension  of  a  thousand  francs  granted 
liini,  and  was  sonictime  afterwards  appointed  chief  inspector  of 
reviews.    La  Fayette,  who  seems  to  have  bccu  attached  to  the  First 
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Conmil  peraonaify,  and  who  was  under  aome  oU^^aluni  to  him  fiur 
Itti  rdesM  htm  tbe  dnngeoiM  of  Olamti,  addreMed  a  letter  to  Bona^ 
parte  in  jwatiilcaftimi  ci  the  atep  he  had  taken.  '^Geiieiall'*  he  aaid, 
"when  a  man  deqply  aennUe  of  die  gralitade  he  oiwea  yon,  and 
too  feelingly  alive  to  glory  not  to  lo?e  yours,  plaeat  reatrictioiia  on 
hit  anffirage*  he  is  the  less  to  be  suspected  that  none  will  more 
rejoice  to  see  you  First  Magistrate  for  Life  of  a  free  Republic.  The 
18th  Brumaire  saved  France;  and  I,  at  this  moment,  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  home  through  the  liberal  professions  to  which  you  stood 
pledged.  In  the  Consulate  we  have  since  seen  that  healing  system 
which,  under  the  auspices  of  your  genius,  luis  done  such  great  things; 
less  grand,  however,  tluui  will  be  the  restoration  of  liberty.  It  is 
impossible  that  you.  General,  the  first  of  that  order  of  beings  who,  to 
appreciate  themselves  and  take  their  proper  rank,  must  embrace  all 
ages,  should  wish  that  such  a  Berolutionj  fraught  with  so  many 
idetoriesj  and  so  much  blood,  so  many  aonowa  and  prodigies,  should 
have  fur  the  world  and  for  yourself  no  other  result  than  an  arbitrary 
goremment. . .  I  owe  it  to  the  principles,  the  engagements,  and  die 
actions  of  my  whsSib  life,  to  be  sssored,  before  I  give  my  vote,  that 
the  permanoit  lAigistra^  aooght  to  be  established  is  foonded  on  e 
basis  wordqr  of  die  nation  and  yoaradl" 

Napoleon,  on  reading  this  letter,  merely  remarked,  "La  Fayette 
is  a  man  of  one  idea.    He  is  constantly  harping  on  America,  without 
understanding  that  the  French  arc  not  Americans.    I  offered  him  a 
seat  in  the  Senate ;  but  he  chose  to  decline  it. — He  is  a  political  i 
monomaniac.    I  can  afford,  however,  to  do  wnthout  his  vote." 

The  result  of  the  appeal  to  the  })fople  having  been  decliU"cd,  the 
Senate,  on  the  2nd  of  August,  proclaimed  Bonaparte  Consul  for 
Life,  and  waited  upon  him  in  the  midst  of  a  kingly  levee,  in  which 
he  was  surrounded  by  a  numerous  assemblage  of  military  and  civil  | 
officers,  together  with  all  the  members  of  the  Diplomatio  body  thm 
in  F^,  to  present  him  with  the  decree  establishing  his  andioritj. 
The  reply  of  Napoleon  to  the  addieas  of  the  Resident  is  dueAy 
lemazkaUe  for  containing  the  worda  <*Iibevty  and  £qnalitr.'*  It 
waa  aa  follows:— *' Senators  1  The  lifo  of  a  dtiasn  bdongs  to  his 
oomitry.  The  people  of  France  hare  required  that  mine  should  be 
devoted  to  didr  service.  I  obey  thdr  wiU.  Thioqg^  my  eSattt, 


sir 
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and  the  concurrence  of  all  the  authoritiMf  aided  by  the  confidence 
and  wishes  of  thb  great  people,  Liberty  and  Equality,  and  the 
prosperity  of  France,  shall  be  established  beyond  the  vicissitudes  of 
chance,  and  the  uncertainties  of  the  future.  The  best  of  nations  will 
be  the  happiest ;  and  the  fcUcity  of  the  French  people  will  contribute 
to  that  of  all  Europe.  Then,  satisfied  with  having  been  called  by  j 
the  fiat  of  Him  from  whom  all  emanates,  to  bring  back  to  earth  ' 
Justice,  Order,  and  Equality,  I  shall  hear  the  stroke  of  my  last  hoiit 
without  regret,  and  without  inquietude  as  to  the  opinions  of  the 
genendoiit  to  eome." 

In  iho  ereniiig,  tlie  receptions  at  die  Tmlexies  were  exceedingly 
brilHant:  every  one  bdng  anxioiis  to  pay  hia  napeeta  to  iSttB  great 
man  whom  the  award  of  the  pea|de  had  now  exalted  to  a  lerel  with 
the  aorereigiia  of  die  earth.  Bonaparte  eqoyed  hia  trinmpli  with 
weU-afifected  modesty ;  and  in  his  conversation  expressed  sudi  liberal  | 
aentiments,  that  Cambac^r^  seemed  seriously  afraid  Icbt  his  extendve  I 
popularity  might  tend  to  make  him  too  democratic.  That  he  might 
not  be  induced  to  become  so  in  reality,  the  Senate,  on  the  4th  of 
August,  passed  a  further  law,  authorizing  the  First  Consul  to  appoint 
his  successor,  thus  conferring  on  him  a  power  superior  even  to  that 
of  hcreditiixy  monarchs.  Josephine,  meanwhile,  trembled  with  appre- 
hension, both  for  Bonaparte  and  herself  It  was  her  firm  opinion, 
that  should  he  re-establish  royalty  in  his  o^vn  person,  he  would  have 
laboured  solely  for  the  Bourbons.  "  The  restoration  of  the  tkaoae,** 
ehe  argued,  *'leii?ea  the  qneatioii  but  a  mere  matter  of  fimily  fiir 
the  fatnre;  and  if  Fraooe  mmt  ceaae  to  have  its  dioeeii  govemaea^ 
diere  will  not  be  wantbg  penoos  to  "pteieat  the  aacifliit  race  of  kuigs 
to  a  huify  newlj  artsen."  Peihiq^  Josephine  dreaded  what  subse- 
quently took  place.  Napoleon,  at  all  events,  had  akeady  entertained 
thoughts  of  settling  his  dynasty  and  prodding  a  successor ;  to  which 
end  he  had  procured  the  insertion  of  a  clause  in  the  Civil  Code, 
authorizing  the  adoption  of  children  as  heirs,  who  should  be  considered 
to  stand  in  as  near  a  relation  to  the  adopter  as  to  the  natural  parent. 
At  this  time,  and  long  afterwards^  he  contemplated  adopting  a  son  of 
one  of  his  brothers. 

Tlic  establishment  of  the  Consulate  for  life,  occasioned  a  corre- 
sponding change  in  the  aspect  of  the  Court ;  which,  accordingly,  was 
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now  put  upon  a  more  regal  footing.  The  demeanour  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Fakoe,  the  Ministers  of  the  Bepttblio,  end  Poreign  Ambas- 
sadors, was  regulated  by  the  same  etiquette  as  would  ha^-e  been 
observed  towards  a  sovereign  prince :  indeed,  not  a  few  of  those  who 
had  served  the  liurbons,  under  the  old  regime,  obtained  appointments 
in  the  Palace,  in  order  that  their  memory  might  assist  in  bringing 
back  the  decorum  of  Monarchy.  At  first,  some  httle  awkwardness  was 
observable  among  the  Republicans,  but  this  soon  wore  off ;  and  the 
Court  of  Naiiolcon  began  to  vie  ^lath  those  of  the  most  brilliant 
periods  of  French  histoxy,  in  everything  but  the  licentiousness  of 
manners,  and  the  light  tone  fd  oonyemtion,  which  had  prevailed 
before  the  Revolution.  The  dreaset  of  the  Court  were  altered:  sabrea 
and  military  boots  began  generally  to  give  place  to  aworda  and  aiOc 
•tockinga.  Hair-powder,  baga,  and  mffllea,  reanmed  their  away. 
The  ladiea,  however,  being  governed  in  mattera  of  finhion  by  flio 
amiaUe  and  virtoona  Joae^une,  pieaarved  die  graoeful  and  simple 
costiune  of  the  time,  in  preference  to  returning  to  the  fomal  head- 
dresses and  hoop-petticoats  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XVI. 

Still  further  to  heighten  the  external  splendour  of  his  Court,  to 
attach  to  himself  a  large  class  of  citizens,  and  to  prepare  the  pubUc  j 
mind  for  a  restoration  of  Aristocracy  on  the  ancient  model.  Napoleon,  J 
early  in  the  month  of  May,  had  proposed  to  the  Council  of  State  the  I 
Institution  of  the  Legion  of  Honour.    The  first  idea  of  this  Order  had 
been  suggested  to  him,  by  observing  the  great  attention  which  the 
brilhant  decorations  of  the  ^larquis  Lucchesini,  the  I'russian  Am-  I 
bassador,  procured  firom  the  fVench  soldiers,  and  the  populace  of 
Ftaria.   The  eziating  system     rewards,  too,  for  maritonoDa  actions, 
waa  not  wall  r^inlated.  Some  of  the  honorary  dirtnietuHi^  which  the 
Govamment  waa  anduudaed  to  conler,  were  aocompanied  by  additional 
pay,  while  others  were  without  remuneration — a  ajatam,  die  details 
of  which  neceamily  oocaaicned  great  confiiaion,  and  the  trilling 
advantages  of  which  were  limited  to  ^  wilitaiy.  Bonaparte  wished 
to  extend  lua  order  to  distingoiihed  citizens.    **  If  the  Legion  of 
Uoiioar  were  VfA  to  be  the  recompense  of  civil  aa  well  as  of  military 
services,**  he  said,  "  it  woiUd  ceaae  to  be  the  L^;ion  of  Honour.  The 
Cross  of  the  Order  should  be  the  reversion  of  every  one  who  may  be 
an  honour  to  his  country,  stand  at  the  head  of  his  profcaaion,  or  con- 
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tribute  to  the  national  prosperity  and  glory.  It  must  be  equally  the 
decoration  of  soldiers  as  of  officers.  If  ever  it  cease  to  be  the  recom- 
pense of  the  lowest  class  of  the  military,  or  if  ever  the  civil  order  be 
deprived  of  it,  it  will  be  the  Legion  of  Honour  no  longer." 


This  revival  of  the  emblems  of  Nobility  did  not  take  place,  however, 
without  a  struggle  with  those  who  appear  to  have  foreseen  that  Royalty 
itself  would  soon  follow.  The  opposition  in  the  Council  was  stronger 
than  it  had  been  to  any  previous  proposal  from  the  same  source. 
"  Crosses  and  ribbands,"  said  Berlier,  "  are  the  child's  plajthings  of 
Monarchy.  There  existed  no  system  of  honorary  rewards  among  the 
Romans,  who,  though  divided  into  patricians  and  plebeians,  were 
classed  according  to  their  birth,  and  not  with  reference  to  their 
services."  Napoleon,  with  more  warmth  than  he  usually  exhibited 
in  such  discussions,  replied :  "  They  are  always  talking  to  us  of  the 
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Bomam,  wbo  liad  noial  ^^j&adaxaa  of  ^  mott  nnrkad  character— 
patricku,  knigliti,  dItiieiUf  and  dsm,  ^ridi  diffiurent  coatumea  and 
nunnen  for  each  daaa.  Tlidr  recompemea,  aunreover,  anbvaced  all 

sorts  of  honorary  rewards  —  mural  crowns,  civic  crowns,  ovations, 
triumphs,  titles,  all  consecrated  by  the  rites  of  their  religion.  They 
call  all  that  'child's  rattles.* — Be  it  so:  it  is  with  such  things  that 
men  arc  led.  The  French  character  has  not  been  changed  by  ten 
years  of  revolution.  Tlie  pi'ople  are  still  what  their  ancestors,  the 
Gauls,  were,  vain  and  light:  but  they  are  susceptible  of  one  senti- 
ment— honour ;  which  it  is  right  to  cherish,  by  fillowing  distinctions. 
Obser\'e  how  the  people  bow  before  the  decorations  of  foreigners. 
The  latter  have  been  surprised  themselves  at  the  effect,  and  take  care 
nerer  to  appear  irilihoiift  tihaoi.  We  tSuSL  find  no  daAtnden  of  ib» 
Bepublic  by  teaaoning;  die  aoldier  mnafc  be  l^hed  widi  glory,  dia- 
tmcdoo,  rewaxda.  The  people  require  acme  inatitaticiia.  If  dua  » 
not  approved^  let  aome  other  be  propoaed.  I  do  not  pretend  that  it 
alone  «m  aare  ihe  State,  but  it  will  do  its  pert" 

The  qneadon  waa  carried  in  Uie  Conndl  by  a  majority  of  four  only, 
out  of  twenty-four  members ;  and,  being  shortly  afterwards  introduced 
to  the  Legislative  bodies,  was  passed  into  a  law,  by  a  majority  of  I 
seventy-four,  out  of  three  hundred  and  seventy.     Rocdcrer,  who  ' 
proposed  its  adoption  in  the  Senate,  characterized  the  Institution  as  I 
one  which  would  serve  to  consohdate  the  Revolution.    '*  It  confers,"  ! 
said  he,  "  on  military  as  well  as  civil  services,  the  reward  of  patriotism,  I 
which  they  have  so  well  merited.    It  blends  them  in  the  same  glory,  j 
even  as  the  Nation  bleiuls  them  in  its  gratitude.    By  a  common  dis-  ' 
tinction,  it  unites  men  already  united  by  honourable  recollections ;  it 
opens  a  friendly  intercourse  between  those  who  are  already  disposed 
to  esteem  one  anodier.   It  places  under  the  shelter  of  their  respond-  I 
bility  and  their  oatha,  the  lawa  in  finroor  of  Equality,  Liberty,  and 
Ftoperty.  It  eflbcea  aiiatocratic  distincticns,  wludi  placed  hereditary 
gloiy  belbre  that  which  waa  acquired,  and  the  de86endants  of  great 
men  before  the  great  men  themsehea.  It  ia  a  moral  distinction  which 
adds  force  and  actitify  to  daat  lever  of  honour  which  ao  powerfully 
impels  the  French  nation.  .  .  .  Finally,  it  is  the  creation  of  a  new 
apedea  of  coin,  ni  a  very  different  value  to  that  which  issues  from  the 
public  mint ;  a  coin  which  is  drawn  from  the  mine  of  the  nation,  and 
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must  be  regarded  as  die  sole  eqiuTalent  finr  actkmi  eopedor  to  all 

other  recompense.** 

The  Order  was  formally  instituted  on  the  1.3th  of  May,  1802,  when 

a  gprcat  number  of  Crosses,  each  of  wliich  entitled  the  owner  to  a 
pension  from  the  State,  and  to  a  certain  dep^-cc  of  individual  prece- 
dence, were  publicly  distributed  among  the  veterans  of  the  Army, 


and  the  most  distingtushed  dtisens  of  all  profesaiotis.  One  was 
sent  to  Moiean,  who,  having  never  regarded  Napoleon  wilih  mooh 
afibetkm,  especially  after  the  expresnon  of  his  sentiments  oomoemiqg 
the  eonoealment  of  Pidiegni*s  treason,  was  disposed  to  oieer  at 
the  lastttiitioii.  **  Does  not  the  First  Consul  know,**  he  eadaimed, 
when  ihe  deooratkm  was  presented  to  him*  "  that  I  have  belonged  to 
the  ranks  of  honour  tot  diese  twelve  years  ?**  And  a  few  days  after- 
wards, dining  in  company  with  some  officers,  he  proposed  that  they 
should  vote  a  saucepan  of  honour  to  their  cook,  for  his  merit  in 
dressing  the  dishes  at  table.  To  say  the  least,  these  exliibitions  of 
jealous  ill-humour  betokened  little  dignity  of  mind  in  the  hero  of 
Hohenlinden. 

It  was  during  the  summer  of  1^02,  that  Toussaint  I'Ouvcrturc,  the 
celebrated  negro  chief  of  St.  Domingo,  was  captured  and  brought 
to  France.  This  person,  originally  a  slave,  had,  soon  after  Uie 
breaking  out  of  die  French  Bevolution,  joined  those  of  his  own  race 
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in  endeavouring  to  obtain   for   thcrasclvrs  a  pai  lie  ipation  In  the 
*'  Rights  of  Man  "  and  Social  Equality,  uf  wliic  li  so  much  was  daily 
said  in  the  Colonies,  as  well  as  the  Mother  Country.     The  white 
planters,  when  they  a<istrted  the  principles  of  the  new  age,  seem  to 
have  been  entirely  unmindful  of  the  effect  their  precepts  and  example 
might  have  upon  die  blades ;  to  whom  they  certandy  never  thought 
of  granting  the  Uber^  daimed  for  diemaelTes.    They  even  reaiited 
the  efforts  of  the  free  natives  of  oobur  to  procure  the  privil^es  of 
dluenshipi  from  which  they  had  been  hitherto  ezduded;  and, 
eventually,  a  fierce  war  ensued  betwem  the  white  and  mulatto  popu- 
lation :  in  the  midst  of  which  occurred  a  general  rising  of  die  slaves, 
who  loudly  claimed  independence  for  themselves,  and  gave  a  new 
complexion  to  the  whole  outbreak.     Afler  a  variety  of  fortune, 
Toussaint,  who  had  acquired  the  surname  of  L'Ouvcrture,  from  his 
daring  courage,  Avhich  made  an  opptiht^  every  way  in  the  ranks  of 
his  enemies,  became  a  partisan  of  tlic  i'  rtnch  Republic,  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  had  recognised  the  freedom  of  the  negroes ;  and  he 
was  then  appointed  Commander-iu-cliief  of  the  black  forces  in  the 
island.    Toussaint,  however,  was  ambitious ;  and  having  heard  of  the 
deeds  of  Napoleon,  desired  to  emulate  that  "  First  of  the  A\  hites," 
and  beoome  Dictator  of  an  independent  BepnbUc — an  assumption  of 
power  which  Napoleon  was  not  prepared  to  admit   It  was  a  long 
time,  however,  befine  an  open  rupture  took  place.   The  negro  chiei^ 
"  the  Fust  of  the  BUcks,  the  Bonaparte  of  St  Domingo,**  had  fre- 
qnendy  written  to  Napoleon,  in  terms  of  sulmussive  admiration;  but 
having  neglected  an  injunction  to  inscribe  on  the  colonial  banners 
the  address  of  the  First  Consul,—-"  Brave  Blacks,  remember  that  the 
French  alone  acknowledge  your  liberty,  and  the  equality  of  your 
rights ; "  and  having  not  only  assumed  authority  over  the  colony 
for  life,  but  invested  himself  with  power  to  name  his  successor,  he 
received  no  answer ;  till,  at  Wt,  drcatling  tliat  nu  asnrc  s  would  be 
taken  against  himself,  he  called  upon  tlie  population  to  lucparc  for  a 
resistance  to  France,  in  case  of  invasion.    Napoleon,  cxa^p«. rated  at 
this  conduct,   immediately  despatched   an    expedition    at^ainst  the 
island,  under  the  command  of  his  brotlier-in-law,  Le  Clerc,  wliich, 
landing  in  the  beginning  of  1802,  speedily  reduced  the  blacks  to 
submisiion.  Toussaint,'  however,  was  permitted  to  retire  to  an  estate. 
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which  he  had  obtained  during  the  war ;  but  it  was  soon  found,  that 
so  long  as  he  was  suffered  to  remain  on  the  island,  no  authority  but 
his  would  be  uniformly  or  permanently  obeyed.  The  negro  chief 
was,  therefore,  entrapped  into  a  breach  of  the  conditions  on  which 
his  pardon  had  been  granted,  surrounded  and  made  prisoner,  and 
immediately  shipped  for  France. 

The  treachery  and  rigoiu:  exercised  against  Toussaint  failed  of 
its  object.  Instead  of  dispiriting  the  negroes,  it  added  hatred,  and 
a  desire  for  vengeance,  to  their  pre\4ously  existing  thirst  for  free- 
dom. French  domination  has  never  been  re-established  in  the  island. 
Toussaint  foresaw  this.  On  his  voyage  to  France,  he  said  to  the 
commander  of  the  vessel  in  which  he  was  a  prisoner,  "  In  over- 
tluowing  me,  you  have  cast  down  only  the  trunk  of  the  tree  of  negro 
liberty  in  St.  Uomingo.  It  will  rise  again  from  its  roots,  because 
they  arc  many,  and  have  struck  deep."  Soon  after  the  arrest  of 
Toussaint,  Le  Clerc  was  carried  off  by  yellow  fever ;  and  Rocham- 
bcau,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  French,  after  being 
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reduced  to  the  Qtnuwt  extremity  of  hunger,  was  compelled  to  abandon 

the  colony,  and  surrender  liimsclf  to  a  British  squadron.  The 
independence  of  Hayti  was  fonnally  acknowledged  on  the  Ist  of 

January,  1804. 

Toussaint,  on  arri\-ing  at  Paris,  was  first  committed  to  the  prison  of 
the  Temple,  whence  he  was  subsequently  transferred  to  the  castle  of 
Joiix,  near  Besan^on,  in  Normandy,  where  close  confijunit  nt,  change 
of  climate,  and  the  destruction  of  all  his  hopes,  soon  produced  an 
attack  of  apoplexy,  under  which  he  died,  on  the  27  th  of  April,  1803. 
The  treatment  of  Tonaaamt  and  the  negioei  la  one  of  the  adbjecta 
on  which  Kf^oleon,  at  St  HcleBa»  thought  it  neceaiaiy  to  plead  hia 
own  cause  widi  posterity.  The  fite  of  Toossatnt  heen  a  marked 
wisnnMsnce  to  that  of  Bonaparte,  in  all  hot  (he  extent  of  their 
lespedive  powers.  It  is  singnkr,  ihat  while  attenqiting  to  justify 
die  deportation  of  the  negro  chiefkain,  it  ahonld  nerer  ha:fe  oceiured 
to  him  diat  he  was  furnishing  an  apology  for  thoae  who  had  pro- 
nounced sentence  of  exile  upon  himself. 

Napoleon,  although  he  ardently  desired  the  continuance  peace, 
in  order  to  establish  his  own  authority  and  the  prosperity  of  France, 
seems  from  the  first  to  have  regarded  the  Treaty  of  Amicus  as  an 
involuntary  act  on  the  part  of  tlic  Eii-^'lish  Ministry,  in  deference  to 
public  opinion,  and  therefore  not  likely  to  be  of  long  duration.  "  The 
Europctui  Kings,"  he  said,  "  regard  their  dominions  as  an  inheritance ; 
and  this  notion  is  strengthened  by  old  habits.  The  Consulate  of  France 
is  like  nothing  that  surrounds  it.  I  feel,  therefore,  that  before  we  can 
hope  foot  more  solidity  and  good  fiith  in  pacifie  treaties^  the  ftcm  of 
the  snmnmding  govemments  must  approoumate  nearer  to  ows,  or  onr 
political  institations  most  he  more  in  harmony  with  thdrs.  Between 
old  Monarchies  and  a  new  BepnUio,  there  will  abnqra  he  a  spirit  of 
enmity.  Indeed,  hated  aa  we  are  hy  onr  neighbonis,  oUiged  to  keep 
down  various  descriptions  c£  maloontenti  in  onr  own  nalian,  we  have 
need  of  Ixrilfiant  achievements,  and  oonseqiiently  of  war.  It  is  die 
misfortune  of  our  situation,  that  such  a  goremment  as  that  of  IVanoe 
requires  to  dazzle  and  astonish,  in  order  to  maintain  itself.  It  must 
be  the  first  of  all,  or  be  overpowered."  It  was  this  conviction — that 
his  power  depended  wholly  upon  his  militark'  genius  and  his  sword — 
that  prompted  the  First  Consul  to  seise  every  opportunity  of  extending 
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his  personal  influence,  and  that  of  tlic  Kopuhlic,  upon  the  Continent, 
I      as  a  means  of  weakenin:^  liis  enemies  and  strengthening  himself. 
!         The  Sovereign  Towers  had  shewn  their  utter  disregard  for  the 
rights  and  inelinations  of  the  people,  first,  in  the  partition  of  Poland, 
and  more  recently  in  settling  the  indemnities  rendered  necessary  by 
the  surrender  to  France,  in  the  treaty  of  Liuicville,  of  a  large  extent 
of  territory  on  the  left  bank  of  ihe  Rhine.   At  this  period.  Sir  Walter 
Soott  Bays,  **tawnB,  districts,  and  provinces  were  dealt  Hke  cards  at 
a  gaming  table ;  and  Europe  once  more  saw  with  scandal  the  goTetn- 
ment  of  freeinen  transferred  from  hand  to  hand,  without  regard  to 
their  wishes,  aptitudes,  and  habits,  any  more  than  those  of  cattle: 
thus  breaking  every  tie  of  affection  between  the  governor  and  the 
governed,  and  loosening  all  attachments  which  bind  subjects  to  their 
rulers,  excepting  those  springing  from  force  on  one  side  and  necessity 
on  the  other.*'    It  was  natural  that  Napoleon  should  consider  the 
foreign  conquests  of  France  as  much  at  his  disposal,  as  were  the 
powerless  German  cities  at  the  disposal  of  the  Princes  of  the  Empire. 
Accordingly,  by  a  formal  decree  of  tlie  Government,  he  forthwith 
divided  Piedmont  into  six  dejKu  tments,  the  Po,  the  Doire,  the  Sessia, 
tlie  Siura,  the  Tanaro,  and  ^lanugo,  and  annexed  the  whole  territory 
to  France.    Next,  taking  advantage  of  the  dissensions  and  civil  war 
which  h:id  arisen  among  the  Swiss  Cantons  concerning  the  form  of 
their  government,  after  being  released  by  the  treaty  of  Luneville 
from  the  thnOdom  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Directory,  during 
Napoleon's  absence  in  Egypt,  he,  at  the  request  of  some  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  Cantons,  which  adhered  to  the  interests  of  France,  assumed 
the  title  of  Grand  Mediator  of  the  Helvetian  Bepublic,  in  which 
I     capacity  he  dictated  to  them  a  new  federative  oonstittttion,  not  greaily 
i     different,  it  may  be  added,  from  the  old,  and  fiilly  as  liberaL  There 
was  nothing  to  complain  of  in  the  result  of  this  act:  it  was  merely 
the  assumption  of  po^er  that  made  it  despotic;  and  the  recognition 
of  that  power  established  the  First  Consul  as  virtual  sovereign  of 
Switzerland. 

F.ngland  was  the  only  nation  that  ventured  to  remonstrate  against 
this  arljitrary  interference  of  the  French;  but  the  reply  of  the  First 
i      Consul  was  far  from  conciliatory.    lie  demanded  a  performance  of 
!     the  stipulation,  by  wliich  England  stood  pledged  to  restore  Malta  to 
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the  Knighte  of  St.  Jolm-^a  condition  whidi  he  veil  kneir  the 
British  Government  never  intended  to  fulfil  except  npon  compalnon. 
Unabashed  by  thw  retort,  however,  Mr.  Addington  sent  an  envoy  to 
the  Diet  of  Schwcitz,  to  enquire  by  what  means  rfToctive  assistance 
could  he  ationlcil  to  the  Canton^,  to  enable  them  to  retain  their 
independeiK  f  :  hut  even  tliis  iiH"-s;ii;e  was  too  coldly  received  to 
justify  hostilities  in  behalf  of  a  penpU"  who  seemed  so  content  under 
usurpation.  The  Swiss,  with  a  few  exceptions,  looked  uj)on  the 
Mediation  as  a  happy  one,  which  put  an  end  to  intestine  discords, 
left  diem  in  powedon  of  dieir  ancient  Inw*  and  cwtoaui,  and  merely 
exacted  in  return  that  their  territory  should  no  lon^r  affiird  ahelter 
to  traitora  against  France,  or  aUow  a  paaaage  to  the  amues  of  her 
enemiea  fax  pnrpoaea  of  inTaaion.  In  the  meantime,  at  if  to  fim  the 
&ca  which  were  kindling  aronnd  him,  Kiq^Ieon  earned  to  he  pnh- 
lishcd  certain  treaties  whidi  he  had  condnded  with  INirkey,  Spain,  and 
Portugal ;  by  wliich  those  powers  had  conceded  to  France  all  the 
commercial  priv-ilegcs  that  had  been  granted  to  the  nmst  favoured 
nations,  while  Spain  had  agreed  that  Parma,  on  the  death  of  the 
reii^ning  Prince,  shoidd  be  added  to  the  Rej)ublic,  and  Portugal  had 
surrendered  all  claim  to  her  province  of  Guiana. 

The  press  both  in  England  and  France  was  not  slow  to  catch 
the  tone  of  the  several  governments  upon  these  proceedings.  In 
England,  the  ministerial  papers  were  daily  filled  with  the  most 
unqualified  ahwa  and  ribaldiy  of  the  Fint  Conanl  and  hit  govern- 
ment Every  land  of  public  and  private  vice  was  attributed  to  him; 
and  Josephine,  her  daughter  Ilortense,  and  the  sisters  of  Bonaparte, 
were  diaiged  with  the  grossest  licenlioasness.  Nqioleon  in  deriaioii 
waa  called  the  LilUe  Conieam,  and  his  humble  birth  was  sneered  at 
as  a  set^iff  against  his  achievements.  **  The  French,**  added  the 
newspapers,  **  have  chpaSB  a  ruler  from  an  island  whence  die  Bomans 
would  not  even  take  a  slave."  In  order  that  these  systematic 
calumnies  miglit  not  fail  of  their  desired  effect  through  being  mis- 
understood, a  weekly  miseelhuiy,  in  the  French  lantrnaire.  called 
£,*^inhi<iu,  w,i>  •  tahli.shed,  under  the  direction  of  one  I'eltier,  a  furious 
Royalist,  who  madt  no  s<  luph-  to  blac  ken  the  r  hararter  of  his  country- 
men, when  he  li>und  liial  by  sucli  a  cmirse  he  was  certain  of  ar«juiring 
popularity  and  fortune.     Napoleon  suffered  lhci»c  aiuioyunccs  to 
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injure  his  temper.  He  had  not  Iramcd,  like  the  English  themselres, 
to  estimate  newspaper  malignity  at  its  proper  worth,  by  despising  it. 
Accordingly  M.  Otto,  the  French  Minister  in  London,  was  instructed 
to  preset  an  official  baCs  of  complaint  on  the  subject  to  die  British 
GoTeminent  The  reply  waa  neceaaazify  an  imaatiafcctoiy  <»ie.  The 
Fremier  could  only  atate,  that  cnmmal  uniting  waa  pamahaUe  by 
the  Kngliah  hewn  lihe  other  delinqnendea ;  the  liberty  of  the  pieii, 
one  of  the  moat  valuable  pririlegea  of  die  Britiah  Cooatitation, 
being  otterfy  incapable  of  infiringement,  and  one  with  whidi  no 
Minister  would  have  the  hardihood  to  attempt  to  tamper.  "  But 
though  a  foreigner, "  said  Mr.  Addington,  "  the  First  Consul  is 
entitled  to  seek  redress  in  the  dmta  of  Law :  in  that  coBCf  howeWy 
he  must  be  prepared  to  see  reprinted,  as  portions  of  the  process, 
all  the  libels  which  have  given  offence.  The  articles  complained 
of  have  already  sunk  into  oblinon.  The  wisest  course  seems  to  be, 
to  treat  such  scurrility  with  contempt."  Peltier,  nevertheless,  was 
prosecuted  by  the  Attorney -General,  —  whether  at  the  instance  of 
Napoleon,  ailcr  the  judicious  counsel  he  had  received  to  absUun 
frmn  such  a  proceeding,  or,  as  hinted  by  Sir  Walter  Scott*  fox  the 
mere  purpose  of  affiirding  greater  publicity  to  that  which  waa  aoqght 
to  be  auppreased,  doea  not  appear.  Hie  defiBmoe  waa  amducted  by 
Sir  Jamea  Maddntoah,  whoae  t^eech  on  the  oceasioii,  which  is  aaid 
to  hare  been  one  of  the  moat  briUiant  ever  made  at  the  her  or  in 
the  forum,  was  so  framed  aa  to  give  additional  poignancy  to  all  the 
insults  previously  aimed  at  the  Hrat  Consul,  to  impugn  all  his 
motives,  and  arraign  the  entire  policy  of  his  goronment.  Although, 
therefore,  Peltier  was  found  guilty,  the  trial  was  considered  a  triumph 
on  the  part  of  the  press ;  and,  war  being  renewed  before  the  ensuing 
term,  the  culprit  was  never  brought  up  for  judgment.  The  acrimony 
of  the  journalists  alter  this  step,  was  vented  with  more  freedom  and 
bitterness  than  ever.  "  Every  gale  that  blows  from  England,"  said 
Napoleon,  "  is  loaded  with  enmitv  and  hatred  against  me."  It  was 
scarcely  to  be  expected  that  the  British  Ministry  should  wholly  escape 
slander  under  such  a  system  of  hostilities;  though  from  the  fact, 
that  the  French  press  was  subject  to  survdllance,  and  could  only  fling 
reproach  by  authority,  thoae  attacka  were  probably  most  galling  that 
came  from  the  south  of  St  Geocge'a  Channel. 
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The  Fint  Consul,  however,  had  a  more  serious  groimd  of  com- 
plaint Qeoiges  Oadoudal,  and  others,  who  had  been  concerned  in 
the  various  attempt!  vpoa  Napoleon's  life,  were  openly  patroniied  in 

England,  by  noblemen  who  uniformly  supported  the  Government. 
The  island  of  Jersey  was  a  rendezvous  for  organized  rebels,  who 
thence  issued  their  manifestoes  to  disturb  the  A\'cst  of  France,  and  | 
incite  the  inhabitants  to  insurrection.    The  Princes  of  the  House  of 
13ourl)on,  who  had  political  intrigues  to  conduct,  found  no  locality  so  | 
convenient,  no  place  in  which  their  proceedings  would  be  so  cfi'ec-  | 
tively  screened  and  furthered,  as  London.    M.  Otto  once  more  made 
a  repreaentatioa  on  lihe  aalgect  to  tibe  English  WaStltijf  and  derired  j 
that  die  conqnratofs  night  be  ofdefed  to  quit  the  British  temtoriea; 
and,  lest  the  freedom  of  the  Consiitaiion  ahonld  he  i^ain  pleaded,  as 
an  ofaetscle,  the  aHen  act  was  refened  to  as  alRrding  ample  power 
finr  the  dismissal  of  fine^nen  of  dangenHis  character  or  conduct 
The  reply  to  this  was  cool  and  studied.   "  His  Migestf/'  it  was  said, 
''neither  enoonragcs  traitors  in  any  scheme  against  the  French 
Government,  nor  does  he  believe  that  any  such  exist ;  and  while  the  j 
unfortunate  Princes  and  exiles  alluded  to,  live  in  conformity  to  the 
lawfl  of  Great  Pritain  and  without  affording  to  nations  with  whom 
she  is  at  peace  any  v;\lid  or  sufficient  cause  of  complaint,  his  Majesty 
will  feel  it  inconsistent  with  his  dignity,  his  honour,  and  tlu-  eommon 
laws  of  hospitahty,  to  deprive  them  of  that  protection  which  indi- 
viduals resident  within  the  British  dominions  can  only  forfeit  by 
misconduct.** 

No  one  could  mistake  the  purport  of  snch  an  answer.  Thb  First 
Consul  might  digest  its  haugh^  tone  aa  he  host  ooidd.  The  over* 
flowings  of  his  chagrin  finmd  Tent  in  the  MotnUms  m  which  it  was 
broadly  asserted,  dmt  the  En^ish  Ministry,  through  the  jovmals  in 
iheir  pay,  sought  to  arouse  the  Continental  powers  against  I^ranc^ 
and  to  renew  the  dvil  wars  in  La  Y  endfe.  **  The  TEmss,**  ssid  one 
of  the  official  paragrapha  of  the  Consular  organ,  is  filled  with 
invectirea  against  France.  All  that  can  be  imagined  of  low,  base, 
and  mean,  that  scurrilous  paper  attributes  to  the  French  Government. 
What  is  its  object  ?  Who  pap  for  it  all  ?  ...  The  isle  of  Jersey  is 
filled  with  felons,  condemned  to  death  for  crimes  comniitted  since 
the  peace — for  violation,  murder,  arson  1    The  Treaty  of  Amiena 
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stipulates,  that  persons  accused  of  murder  and  felony  shall  be  respec- 
tively delivered  up  :  yet  the  miscreants  at  Jersey  are  sheltered  and 
protected !  Georges  wears  openly,  in  London,  the  red  ribband  given 
him  in  recompense  for  his  share  in  the  plot  of  the  Infernal  Machine, 
which  wrought  so  much  mischief  in  Paris,  and  killed  thirty  women, 
children,  and  peaceable  citizens.  This  special  protection  justifies  the 
belief,  that  had  he  succeeded  in  his  design  he  would  have  been 
honoured  with  the  Order  of  the  Garter  ! " 

These  accusations  and  recriminations  indicated  anything  but  a 
lengthened  duration  of  peace. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

HUPTVRS  or  TUB  PBACB  OF  AMIBNS  —  WAR  WITH  BNOLANO  —  INVASION 
THmSATSMail  —  OOMSmUOV  or  OMMM  OADOODAL,  nOHBON^  AND 
MOBBAV  —  aBUIIBB  AMD  ■ZBCimON  OF  TBB  DOKB  O'WOBUUI. 

1808—1804. 


(WO  bdbra  tlio  detamiiung  occanon  trote, 
it  is  evident  that  a  renewal  of  die  war 
bad  been  determined  on  by  botb  Knglmd 

and  France.  Instead  of  wnootbiiig  such 
difBrniltiin  ai  lij  in  tbe  waj  of  a  good 
understanding,  eacb  nation  eagerly  8cize<l 
e%  cn-  pretext  to  provoke  hostilitie*;,  n-ithout 
!)( lii'j  II  tiially  the  first  to  break  the  peace. 
The  British  Ministry'  slowly,  article  by 
article,  performed  the  stipulation^  to  which  the  Government  was 
bound.  The  French  colonies  were  eventually  given  up ;  and,  iifter 
considerable  intervals,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  other  Batavian 
leCdeaMnu,  togelber  widi  Alexandria,  were  evacuated ;  but  Malta 
waa  etin  retained  by  Englisb  fintei,  aotwitliitanding  die  urgent 
renomlraBoee  of  tbe  Fint  Cenral,  die  Knigbti  of  St.  Jobn,  and  ef 
tboee  powen  wbicb  desired  tbat  tbe  peace  sbonld  not  be 

■  1 1  I  ■  i  I  1 
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The  first  direct  complaint  against  the  First  Consul  was  concerning 
the  instructions  given  to  the  commercial  Consuls  of  France  in  the 
Britisli  ports,  who,  in  addition  to  collecting  all  necessary  information 
for  the  furtherance  of  trade,  were  desired  to  procure  pkuis  of  all  tlie 
ports  and  harbours  of  Great  Britain,  with  the  soundings  of  each,  and 
the  winds  neoeasaiy  for  veasds  to  enter  tad  depart.  It  is  stated,  diat 
the  agents  appointed  Ibr  dieae  duties  were  diiefly  military  men  and 
engineers.  Ihe  Go?emmeBty  infiinned  of  Aese  directions,  lost  no 
time  in  intimating  to  the  persona  enplejed,  that  any  one  who  ahould 
attempt  to  execute  his  conunission,  would  be  instantly  ordered  to 
quit  the  kingdom.    Napoleon,  who  knew  that  England  had  already 
decided  for  war,  thought  it  best,  since  the  calamity  could  not  be  long 
averted,  to  precipitate  it.     "  If  they  will  always  have  war,"  he 
excliumed,  "  it  is  better  that  this  should  be  sooner  than  later ;  since 
every  day  tends  to  diminish  in  ui>  the  confidence  inspired  by  our  late 
\'ictories.    I  Mill  maintain  peace,  if  our  neighbours  are  disposed  to 
keep  it ;  but  should  they  oblige  me  to  have  recourse  to  arms  again,  I 
shall  consider  it  an  advantage  if  they  will  do  so,  before  we  are  ener- 
vated hy  ease  and  hog  inactum.  At  die  same  time,  if  we  are  finreed 
into  a  war,  we  must  change  the  poUtical  aqpect  of  ihe  Continent  and 
strike  a  great  Mkm,  terrible  and  nnej^ected."   Hie  "Fxeaek  Govern- 
men^  notwitlistanding,  still  professed  to  entertain  a  sincere  desire  finr 
the  presenratimi  of  peace  and  amity,  and  to  urge  tike  fulfilment  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  by  the  delivery  of  Malta ;  which,  after  every 
diplomatic  shift  had  been  exhausted,  seemed  on  the  point  of  being 
ceded,  when  the  publication  of  two  reports  in  the  Monitcur  created  a 
fresh  obstacle,  and  raised  the  ire  of  the  British  Ministrv'  to  an  absolute 
ferment.    The  first  of  these  was  a  paper,  drawn  up  by  General  Sebas- 
tiani,  who  had  recently  been  sent  into  Tiu-key  and  Eg^-pt,  apparently 
for  the  purpose  of  exciting  those  powers  against  England,  and  cxidt- 
ing  the  power  and  greatness  of  Napoleon.    The  other  contained  an 
elaborate  account  of  the  forces  and  natural  advantages  of  the  Republic ; 
and  eonduded  willi  an  irritating  summary,  "that  Britain,  siugle- 
handed,  was  unaUe  to  contend  with  IVanee." 

The  English  Ministry  naturally  demanded  an  onilanafion  of  these 
demonstrattons;  hut  were  told,  in  repfy,  that  the  First  Consul  had  an 
equal  ri^  to  complain  of  the  public  patronage  bestowed  upon  dm 
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"Narrative"  of  Sir  Bobert  Wilaon,  then  just  published  i&  England, 
and  dedicated*  by  permiarion,  to  the  Duke  of  York,  containing  much 
misrepresentation,  and  the  most  bitter  invectives  against  Bonaparte, 
concerning  the  massacre  of  Jafia,  and  the  poisoning  of  the  soldiers 
infected  with  the  plaj^c.  Subjects  for  attack  and  recrimination  wrre 
not  wanting  on  either  side.  The  French  d«'mandcd  the  inuiicdiatc 
evacuation  of  Malta :  the  English  refust  d  to  comply,  until  the 
ncutraUty  of  iliat  ishuid  sliould  be  guaranteed  by  some  more  respon- 
sible authority  than  a  handful  of  Neapolitan  soldiers.  Bussia  and 
Aoitcift  were  proposed,  and  rejeded.  Th»  GtadtH  of  die  Mediter* 

In  the  midrt  of  Hib  diiCBMion,  n—ady,  on  the  aih  ef  Merch,  180% 
•  ipeech  from  the  duone  mwHinBed  lo  the  Brtdsh  F«rHameDt»  dut 

mthe  nnaetded  atale  of  aftfS— _  A*  Khu  raoviEed  addiliaiiil  lid  to 
enable  him  to  deftnd  his  doniniflll%  m  ease  of  an  encroachment  on 
the  port  of  France :  assigning  at  •  zeofon,  dMt  the  First  CoMttl  ww 
m;dcing  great  naval  and  military  prepandom,  which  it  was  necessary 
to  meet  by  corresponding  augmentations  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty. 
"This,"  says  Sir  Walter  Scott,  "by  placing  the  measures  of  Ministers 
upon  simidatcd  grounds,  injured  their  cause.  No  such  preparations, 
as  were  spoken  of,  had  been  complained  of  during  the  intercourse 
between  the  Ministers  of  France  and  England ;" — in  truth,  none  such 
TUMlffili  Nepoleon  hed  jut  b^en  leodinip  e  deipetdi  eonliining  diis 
■poerh,  when*  en  die  ISth  of  Marahf  he  hed  to  give  andimce  to  die 
fineign  imbiiwdore  at  the  Tnileriea.  On  entering  the  drawing-xoom, 
he  obeerved  Lord  Vhitirotth  near  the  deor»  end,  Mopping  •hort^ 
eddraaed  him  with  coonderaUe  wannth:  "What  doea  jonr  Gdnnet 
aMaa?"  he  aaked :  "  What  is  the  aaottve  for  raiding  these  rumoura  of 
armaments  in  our  harbours  ?  Can  peace  be  already  considered  as  a 
burden  to  be  shaken  off?  Is  Europe  to  be  again  deluged  widl 
blood  Then  addressing  Count  Marcoff  and  the  Chevalier  Azara, 
he  continued,  **  The  Engli^li  wish  for  w  .vr  ;  hut  if  they  draw  the 
sword  fir»t,  I  will  he  the  lai-t  to  return  it  to  tlic  M-abhard.  Tlu  v  do 
not  respect  treaties,  which  we  mubt  henc(  torth  cover  witli  blatJc 
crape."  He  then  again  turned  to  Lord  Whitworth  and  said, — "  To 
what  end  is  thia  pretended  alam  ?  Against  whom  do  yon  take  diete 
■eaaniti  of  pceeandoa!  I  han«  net  a  aingle  ohip  of  die  line  m  any 
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port  off  Fkttce.  But  if  yoa  «nn,I  will  am  too:  if  yoa  fi^t,I  aibo 
win  You  nay  poanUy  destn^  Vnanee,  but  you  cannot  intuni> 

date  her!** — "We  dedre  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,"  answered 
Li»d  WhitwOKth;  "  but  to  live  with  her  on  terms  of  good  intelligence." 

 "Bfiqwct  tzoatios  then,"  said  Napoleon.   "Woe  to  those  by  whom 

they  are  not  respected !  —  they  will  be  accountable  for  the  conse- 
qnences  to  all  Europe."  It  is  said  that  the  First  Consul  appeared 
80  violent  during  tliis  scene,  that  the  English  Ambassador  expected 
every  moment  to  be  struck;  and,  it  is  added,  that  in  that  case  he 
was  prepared  to  have  run  his  sword  through  the  aggressor's  body. 
Such  was  the  statement  gravely  made  to  the  British  House  off  Com- 
mons, some  of  the  memben  of  wbidi  Kflbctod  to  believe  it 

¥tom.  this  period,  die  oonmniiicatioiis  between  the  IVencb  md 
"Baf^Siitk  GoTenunenti  were  fomal  and  oonatnined,  and  Hmiled  eac- 
dnjrireljr  to  lihe  question  oonoeniiBg  tbe  eraoaation  of  Malta. 
England  lowered  her  olaim  of  retaining  the  idand  in  pecpetmtsr,  to 
diat  of  holding  it  for  ten  years ;  but  Bonaparte  would  now  listen  to 
no  modification  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens ;  and  on  the  night  of  the  12th 
of  May,  Lord  Whitworth  quitted  Paris  —  passports,  without  being 
solicited,  being  granted  at  the  same  time  to  the  French  envoys  in 
London.  Between  this  and  the  18th,  the  day  on  which  George  III. 
declared  war,  the  First  Consul  made  a  la.st  attempt  at  negociation, 
proposing  that  both  Governments  should  accept  the  mediation  of 
Russia  or  Prussia,  and  abide  by  their  arbitration  on  all  matters  in 
difference :  but,  like  all  other  pacific  ovcrtiures,  this  was  rejected. 

Freyiously  to  die  annoimoenienl  in  the  JLotidm  ChasM»  of  die 
renewal  of  hostilities,  orders  Ind  been  issoed  for  seidng  all  the  Krendi 
shipping  in  Britiah  porta :  m  measore  by  which  two  hundred  Tssscib, 
eontaining  property  to  the  amount  of  three  millions  sterling,  were 
obtained  by  the  ^ghah  Goremment  This,  thou^  not  periiaps  a 
departure  from  the  usoal  custom  of  England  on  sudi  oocaaionSf  was 
unlooked  for  by  Napoleon,  and  exasperated  him  beymd  measure. 
In  retaliation  for  what  he  considered  so  base  and  wanton  an  outrage 
upon  unoffending  merchants,  the  moment  he  received  information 
of  it,  he  issued  orders  for  detaining  as  prisoners  of  war  all  British 
subjects,  then  in  France,  of  whatever  agr  or  condition.  So  utterly 
unexpected  had  been  the  declaration  of  England,  that  upwards  of  ten 
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thonsnid  (tf  hsr  paiqpl«»  diiefy  itf  die  Uglier  elanet  of  eodely,  ftfond 
themtehree  in  a  few  days  capttree  in  a  lioetile  oomilry.  Bomparte 

has  been  greatly  condemned  fen  dua  vnprecedcnted  mode  of  reprisal : 
but  it  leema  like  the  petulant  outcry  of  those  against  whom  their 
own  weapons  have  been  turned,  to  exclaim  against  the  arrest  of 
travellers,  without,  at  the  same  time  contlcmning  the  phmder  of 
harmless  traders,  by  which  it  was  occasioned.  Though  made  a 
standing  rcproadi  to  Bonaparte,  he  never  expressed  the  least  regret 
for  havint^  acted  as  ho  did ;  but  argued  that  he  should  have  been 
justiticd  in  using  greater  rigour,  in  rctiu-n  for  the  degradation  inflicted 
upon  French  prisoners  of  war,  whom  the  English  Ministry  sent  on 
board  the  hidks  like  oonncta.  Soaae  ezceptiona,  it  may  be  added, 
were  occadonilly  made  in  bAalf  of  Hterary  and  icientiflc  men,  whom 
BoDi^arte  wu  in  die  haibil  ol  eooaidering  at  citinoi»  not  of  one,  bnt 
of  erwjr  nation.  Hie  xeit  were  ««wMi«wm^  to  linger  out  a  kag 
CKf^Mtj,  deprived  even  of  Ae  cbmffe  of  being  ezcbanged  lor  French 
pnionen  of  war»  a  oompvomiie  wfalcii,  thougb  offisred  bj  yapoleon^ 
the  English  Government  disdained  to  accede  to* 

Thoogh  the  Fint  Conaol  certainly  did  not  expect  dw  eontnraance 
of  peace,  he  was  by  no  means  prepared  for  the  reconuncncement  of  hos- 
tilities. Many  discharges,  and  almost  unlimited  leave  of  ab«cncc,  had 
been  jn'^"ted  to  the  infantry  and  cavaln,',  insomiirh  that  most  of  the 
rigimcnt**,  when  called  together  at  tiie  tir.nt  sound  of  war,  were  little 
better  than  Bkclctonf*.  The  artillery  and  field-equipages  were  broken 
up  for  recasting  on  a  new  plan.  Nothing  was  in  readiness  when  the 
moment  §w  aotion  arrived.  Hie  dilBenhies  Napoleon  bad  to  contend 
with  in  needng  die  emergency  were  inunenio;  but  bii  uHMty  and 
reaonrcea  leened  to  increaee  nnder  pieieuie ;  and  be  diewed  no  ligns 
of  dimiay  or  embarraMnent  Hie  first  etep  vw  to  lay  befeco  die 
LegislatiTe  bodies,  tbe  variou  eommnnicationa  wbich  bad  taken  pkee 
previously  to  the  ruptiure,  wbidi  satisfying  all  persons  that  be  bad 
done  everything  on  his  part  to  preserve  tbe  peaoe,  elicited  the  ap- 
proval of  the  whole  nation.  The  address  of  the  Senate,  in  reply  to  his 
mesnagp,  was  accompanied  with  the  present  of  a  first-rate  ship  of  war, 
pai«l  for  from  the  resources  set  apart  for  the  salaries  of  the  members. 
T\\v  large  towns  cheerfully  voted  sums  ncf  ovsarv  for  building  Hnc-of- 
hattle  ships,  to  be  named  after  the  places  coulributing  the  means  to 
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equip  them.  "  Addrcflses  poured  m/*  njt  De  Bouxrienne^  from 
the  fi>ur  winds  of  heaven.    Not  a  prefect,  sub-prefeol^  nuqmv  ov 

corporation,  failed  to  send  in  a  pledge  of  support.** 

The  troops  which  had  been  stationed  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  under 
the  commiind  of  General  M  or  tier,  were  now  ordered  to  advance  upon 
Hanover,  where  a  considerable  force,  under  the  Duke  of  Cambridp-c 
and  General  Walmsloden,  was  speedily  collected  to  meet  them ;  but  at 
the  approach  of  their  oppoiicnt.s  they  had  tlie  prudence  to  withdraw, 
without  hazarding  an  engagemeut.  The  Duke  of  Cambridge,  indeed, 
"  in  compaasion  to  the  Hanoveriaiu/*  at  once  quitted  the  patrimonial 
dowimiomi  of  his  fii^her,  and  aet  sail  fer  England^  leaving  hii  coDeagne 
to  aetde  Ihe  boamesB  of  the  campaign ;  tfie  hiatoiy  of  whidh  wm  raj 
aocnratcfy  conveyed  hgr  iho  teU^pnqphie  deipafGli  ol  Movtier  to  ibe 
War-dfioe,  at  Faria:— <*  Ihe  French  are  maaten  of  die  Eleetocate 
of  Hanover,  and  the  memj  remain  priaonen  of  war.**  Hie  Ib^iah 


Ministry  exclaimed  against  this,  as  they  had  against  the  detention  of 
the  travellers ;  it  being,  they  said,  an  unprovoked  aggression  upon  a 
neutral  territory :  but,  as  the  Electorate  aud  itx  reiwurccs  had  always 
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been  made  aTailaUe  to  the  British  Soverdgnt  of  the  Home  of  Bnuw- 
wick  during  former  wars,  this  outrage,  as  it  was  called,  provoked  very 
little  synipathv.  In  answer  to  the  remonstrance  of  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  as  head  of  the  Germanic  Confederation,  on  the  subject,  Napo- 
leon replied,  tluit  '*  he  had  no  wish  to  make  the  conquest  of  Hanover, 
but  merely  to  hohl  it  until  tlu'  King  of  England  should  see  the  necessity 
of  evacuating  Malta,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens." 
The  Prinee  Bojal  of  Denmark  was  the  only  person  who  exhibited  any 
symptMH  of  active  reaentment  He  marched  an  army  of  thirty  thonaaiid 
men  into  Hdstdn;  hat,  finding  bimaelf  vnmq^ported,  lie  mm  aoon 
ghuL  to  change  his  dfeoaiTe  atdtudej  offer  eq^anationi,  end  recall 
histKK^  In  the  meantime  the  Reach  cavalry  were  went  into  Hanorer, 
and  remounted  on  Anglo-German  horses,  and  the  large  military  stores 
foond  in  the  Electorate  were  transported  to  France. 

Napoleon  next  prepared,  with  an  appearance  of  earnestness  which  he 
had  at  no  previous  time  exhibited,  iwr  a  descent  on  die  coast  of  England ; 
and  in  order  to  inform  himself  accurately  of  the  practicability  of  the 
attempt,  he  left  Paria  om  the  t34th  of  June,  in  company  with  Josephine^ 
to  inspect,  in  person,  the  coasts  and  harbours  of  the  channel.  Passing 
through  Compeigne,  they  visited  the  School  of  Arts  and  Manufactures,  ; 
of  wliich  Father  Berton,  forminly  principal  of  the  Military  School  of  I 
Brienne,  was  superior ;  and  several  judicious  changes  were  suggested 
in  the  management  of  the  classes.  At  Amiens,  the  First  Consul  attended 
the  exhibition  of  the  manufactured  productions  of  the  department, 
with  vhiok  he  expreaied  hinudf  highly  pleased.  In  firmer  linei  It 
had  been  the  usage,  when  a  King  of  France  passed  through  the  ancient 
capital  of  Ficardy,  to  make  a  present  of  some  beautiful  swans  as  a 
mark  of  homage.  This  was  not  now  forgotten.  The  swans  of  Amiens 
were  ofieied  to  Napoleon,  and  sent  to  display  their  sQver  phunage  in 
die  basin  of  the  Taileriet.  He  next  proceeded  by  Umtrenil,  Etaples, 
Boulogne,  Ambleteuse,  Yimercux,  and  Calais,  to  Dunkirk ;  at  each  of 
which  he  strictly  questioned  the  most  skilful  engineers  and  pilots,  and 
carefully  noted  their  repUes.  From  Dunkirk,  he  went  on  through  the 
principal  towns  and  seaports  to  Brussels  and  Antwerp; — everywhere 
visiting  the  workshops  and  manufactories,  and  expressing  his  regret 
at  being  so  soon  obliged  to  withdraw  his  attention  from  tlie  sources 
of  national  prosperity  to  other  objects ;  everywhere  giving  directions 
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as  circumstances  seemed  to  require  ;  commandinj^  repairs,  new  works, 
and  improvements,  with  a  degree  of  skill  and  intelligence,  and  a  com- 
mand of  details,  wliich  astonished  the  most  experienced  engineers, 
who  had  all  the  extra  advantage  which  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
localities  could  confer.  Tha  whole  extent  of  ooaat  preaented  ^ 
aspect  of  a  vast  arsenal.  The  troopa  seemed  formed  on  the  model  of 
the  Roman  legions :  the  tools  of  artisans  replacing  in  the  hands  of  the 
soldiers  the  implements  of  war.  The  harbour  of  Boulogne  was  ezca^ 
yated  in  an  ahnoot  incredibly  short  space  of  time,  so  as  to  be  capable 
of  containing  upwards  of  two  thousand  vessels ;  and  batteries  were 
mounted  upon  every  cape  and  headland,  as  if  the  whole  line  of  coast  ' 
had  been  that  of  a  bsleaguered  city. 

During  this  journey.  Napoleon  and  his  consort  were  everywhere 
welcomed  with  the  most  enthusiastic  acclamations.  The  authorities  of  | 
the  difierent  towns  went  out  to  meet  and  harangue  them ;  triumphal  ! 
arches  and  military  devices  spanned  tlie  roads;  and  illuminations  and 
bonfires  testified  the  zeal  and  admiration  of  the  populace  at  night. 
The  gentry  and  citizens  formed  guards  of  honour,  attending  the 
General  during  his  stay,  and  escorting  him  on  his  road.  Well  might 
Duroc  write  to  a  friend  in  Paris: — **  How  the  people  love  the  First 
Consul!  When  shall  we  pay  a  visit  to  London,  with  the  brave  fellows 
around  us?**  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  period  was  chosen  to 
forego  the  usual  fimnalities,  incident  to  signing  consular  decrees, 
niese  were  now  dated  from  the  palaces  and  places  from  which  they 
happened  to  be  issued,  and  ran  in  the  name  of  the  GovermnaU,  instead 
of  the  Consuls;  a  change  calculated  to  teach  the  people  to  look  for 
the  Government  to  Napoleon  alone. 

The  exertions  of  the  First  Consul,  during  the  whole  of  the  summer 
and  autumn  of  1803,  and  indeed  so  long  as  he  continued  to  entertain 
serious  thoughts  of  the  invasion  of  England,  were  incessant.  One  day 
the  journals  announced  his  arrival  at  St.  Cloud.  Two  or  three  days 
later,  it  was  stated  that  he  had  ijispected  the  works  at  Ambli  teiise, 
Rochcfort,  Dieppe,  or  Gravelin(>s ;  superintended  reviews,  or  directed 
new  operations;  and  almost  imnietliately  after,  a  grand  parade  in  the 
Place  du  Carrousel,  followed  by  a  public  audience,  shewed  that  he 
was  again  in  the  capital,  lie  usually  travelled  in  the  night,  taking 
what  repose  he  could  in  his  carriage,  and  devoting  the  day  to  Isbour. 
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His  Aide-de-camp,  Bapp,  apeaking  of  die  duties  requited  fipom  ihoae 
in  attendaBce  on  Napoleon  at  this  time,  said,  "  One  would  absolutely 
require  to  be  made  of  iron  to  support  it  The  First  Consul  lives  on 
his  horse  and  in  his  carriage.  He  has  no  sooner  alighted  from  the 
latter,  than  away  he  crocs  on  horseback  for  ten  or  twelve  hours 
together.  He  talks  with  the  men,  and  sees  and  examines  everything 
himsflf."  The  coolness  of  his  head  seemed  to  keep  pace  with  the 
hurrj'  of  his  movements,  and  the  distinctness  of  his  perception  with 
the  complication  of  aifuirs  and  interests  lie  had  to  attend  to.  Every 
town  and  village  of  France  seemed  emhncd  with  a  portion  of  the 
energy  and  activity  of  their  Chief.  In  places  where  it  Mould  have 
been  useless  to  build  ships  of  the  line  or  large  vessels,  gun-boats  and 
shallops  were  constructed  on  the  banks  of  navigable  rivers  or  canals, 
and  when  finished  floated  to  the  sea,  round  die  diores  of  which  they 
crept  towards  the  appointed  rendeivous,  under  the  protection  of  the 
cannon  on  Umd. 

The  troops,  meanwhile,  quitted  tkdr  garrisims,  and  finrmed  camps 
upon  the  coas^  extending  from  Utrecht  to  the  mouth  of  the  Somme. 
The  divisions  of  Marmont,  Ncy,  Lannes,  Victor,  Soult,  Dftvoust,  and 

Junot,  covered  the  plains  from  the  Scheldt  to  the  months  of  the  Oise 
and  the  Aisne.  Piers  were  constructed,  bridges  built,  sluices  opi  ;m  1 
basins  excavated,  ports  formed,  magazines  collected,  cannon  founded, 
and  sails  and  cordage  made,  with  a  celerity  which  appeared  like  the 
effect  of  enchantment.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  surrounding 
nations  stood  aghast  at  the  ambition  of  Napoleon,  when  it  was  sus- 
tained by  such  a  genius,  such  indefatigable  industry-,  and  the  power, 
as  it  seemed,  to  acconiplish  whatever  its  jwssessor  projected. 

The  spirit  and  enterprise  of  England,  like  that  of  her  enemy, 
seemed  to  rise  as  danger  thickened  around  her.  At  no  previous 
period  of  her  histerf  had  she  displayed  capacity  to  make  such  a 
finmidable  naval  and  military  array.  Upwards  of  five  hundred  ships 
of  war,  <^  various  descriptions  and  siaee,  covered  the  ocean.  Eveiy 
French  port  in  the  Channel  was  blockaded  by  divisions  of  the  British 
fleet,  which  waited  impatiently  fiir  the  moment  when  the  flotillas, 
intended  for  die  invanon,  should  attempt  to  quit  their  har1>ours.  The 
English  cruisers,  indeed,  not  content  with  the  masteiy  of  the  high  seas, 
frequently  stood  in  and  cannonaded  the  fortresses  of  die  enemy,  or 
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threw  iliells  into  Havre,  Dieppe,  Gxaaville,  and  even  Boakgne. 
FHTties  of  teamen  and  marines  occaaionaMy  landed,  ent  out  veMek, 
destroyed  signal  poets,  and  dismantled  batteries ;  damping  tibe  confi- 
dence of  die  IVendi,  and  inspiring  the  British  with  renewed  oonrage 
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and  perseverance,  'fliere  was  not  a  fishing-boat  but  seemed  to  have 
had  new  life  pixt  into  it,  and  to  be  prepared  for  the  conflict.  On  land 
the  detcrniin.\tion  and  zeal  of  the  English  people  were  not  less  than 
those  manifested  on  their  peculiar  element.  To  nearly  a  hundred 
thousand  troops  of  the  line,  were  added  upwards  of  eighty  thousand 
militia,  well  trained  and  disciplined,  and  a  volunteer  force,  computed 
at  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men,  well  officered,  efficiently 
equipped,  and  hearty  in  the  common  cause.  Beacons  were  erected  in 
conspicuous  places,  oenrresponding  with  eadi  othor,  all  around  and 
through  the  island ;  and  the  high  spirit  and  alacrity  of  the  dtiaen- 
soldiers  were  attested,  on  many  occanons  of  fidw  alarm,  by  the 
eagerness  with  which  they  nished  to  the  points  of  supposed  danger. 
Martial  and  patriotic  soogs  resoimded  firmn  every  hall  and  cottage; 
and  on  every  chnrdi-door  in  the  kingdom  was  posted  a  spirit-stirring 
call  upon  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  to  vmitc  in  defence  of  their 
oountzy.   "  On  a  sadden,"  says  Sir  Walter  Scott,  **  the  land  seemed 
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conTeited  into  tax  \mamm  camp,  tiie  wliole  luitioii  into  ■ol^liwij  and 

the  good  old  King  himself  into  a  Genenl-in-chief.'* 

In  the  midst  of  these  active  operations  on  cither  side,  the  Royalists, 
who  since  the  failure  of  Uia  I»fwnal  Machine  plot,  had  scarcely 
ventured  to  shew  themselve  as  a  party,  set  on  foot  a  series  of  intrigues 
for  the  overthrow  of  the  government  of  Napoleon — principally,  it  is 
said,  at  the  instigation  of  England.    Pichcgru,  having  escaped  from 
Cayenne,  whither  he  had  been  exiled  for  his  former  treasons,  had 
been  for  some  time  living  in  London,  in  close  correspondence  with 
the  Bourbou  Princes  and  their  agents.    The  English  Ministry  sug- 
gested the  practicability  of  raising  an  insurrection  once  more  in 
La  Vendfo,  and  of  bringing  over  Mozean,  who  «•§  Imewii  to  be 
immically  disposed  toiwards  the  First  Conaiil,  (m  aocoimt  of  hit  ianNida 
upon  die  Bqittblicaii  Constitiitiim,  and  his  superior  devatuni  as  a 
soldier  and  a  man.  The  influence  of  the  viclar  of  Hohenlindffli  woaM, 
it  was  c<niceiTed,  detach  many  of  the  soldiers  firmn  theb  pvesent  Chief ; 
and  at  least  create  sneh  general  consternation,  as  would  lead  to  the 
speedy  abandonment  of  the  projected  descent  upon  Britain.   It  is  not 
at  all  probable  that  the  Government  of  England  sanctioned,  or  were 
privy  to  any  more  sinister  designs  in  the  agents  it  thought  fit  to 
employ,  than  those  of  creating  what  may,  in  cases  of  disputed  thrones, 
be  called  legitimate  rebellion.    The  rising  in  the  ^\'c^t  of  Fiance  was 
to  be  favoured  bv  a  descent  of  the  Hovalists,  under  tlie  Duke  de  Bern, 
on  the  coast  of  Picardy.    'llie  Duke  d'Enghien,  grandson  of  the  great 
Prince  of  Conde,  fixed  his  residence  at  the  catstle  of  Ettcuheim,  in  the 
territories  of  the  Margrave  of  Baden,  for  the  purpose  of  being  ready 
on  the  frontier,  to  put  himself  at  the  head  (tf  die  insurgents,  either  in 
dwEastofFrance,  or  at  Funs,  as  oeeasion  should  require.  Fich^ru, 
however,  was  nu»e  unscrupukiuB  dian  his  employers ;  and  he,  Gemgea 
Cadoudal,  and  other  Chouans,  whom  they  associated  with  them  in 
die  enterprise  cooeerted  measures  to  asiassiwato  the  First  CSoosnl, 
whom  diey  deemed  an  inanpezable  obatade  to  die  restoration  of  die 
Bourbons. 

Between  the  mondis  of  August,  1^03,  and  January,  1*^04,  an 
English  captain,  named  Wright,  found  opportunity  to  land  about 
thirty  of  the  conspirators,  by  night,  at  the  foot  of  the  cliff  of  Beviile, 
near  Dieppe,  which  they  ascended  by  means  of  the  tmuggler'i  rape. 
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and  concealing  tliemselvcs  during  the  day-time,  and  travelling  by 
night,  under  pretcuce  of  being  smugglers,  they  reached  Fiuit*, 
which  they  entered  singly,  by  different  avenues,  imd  contrived, 
unobserved,  to  reach  tlic  places  of  concealment  wliich  had  been  pre- 
viously procured  &x  ihiem.  Pich^;ra  speedily  found  means  to 
commimirjite  with  Moreau,  who  b  said  to  ham  disapproved  of  tihe 
rising  and  ito  otgecC — lie  bdng  etiU  a  ctanndi  BcpabUctn.  It  ii 
certain,  however,  diat  Fidiegra  called  upon  himnunre  than  once;  and 
thaty  on  at  least  one  oecaaiam,  Geozges  waa  admittfid  to  his  presenoe, 
and  snfinred  to  nanrate  in  detail  the  aoheine  iat  Ni^K^eop's  aaaaaain* 
ation:  it  is  equally  certain,  also,  that  no  warning  voice,  as  to  the 
impending  danger  of  the  head  of  his  government,  waa  laiaed  hf  the 
second  General  of  the  French  Republic.  Indistinct  rumoun  of  ap- 
proaching changes  at  length  began  to  create  alarm.  Intelligence  was 
received,  at  the  same  time,  of  meetings  held  among  the  peasantry  and 
others  in  La  Vendee ;  and  in  some  intercepted  letters,  addressed  by 
their  friends  in  London  to  returned  emigrants,  it  was  confidently 
predicted,  that  the  career  of  the  First  Consul  would  soon  be  at  an  end. 
The  police  were  now  on  the  alert,  and  several  suspected  persons  were 
aneated ;  among  whom  waa  a  surgeon  of  the  name  of  Qneiel,  who, 
on  bemg  promiaed  a  pardon,  eonfeased  all  diat  he  knew  of  the  plot, 
and  gave  audi  a  due  aa  led  to  the  apprefaenaiim  of  die  irfiole  band. 
Moreou  waa  taken  on  the  Idth  of  February,  1604;  and  large  rewarda 
were,  at  the  aame  time*  ol&red  for  Georges  and  Hdn^gm,  who  were 
known  to  be  in  Paris,  bnt  conttiTed  finr  aome  Ixme  to  elnde  their 
pursuers.  On  the  last  day  of  February,  however,  Pichegru  was 
betrayed,  for  tlio  consideration  of  a  hundred  thousand  francs,  by  the 
man  in  whose  house  he  was  secreted;  and  six  gens-d'armes  were 
sent  to  seize  him.  He  was  a  large,  powerful  man  ;  and  his  character 
for  personal  courage  and  determination  was  such  that,  notwithstanding 
the  disparity  of  force,  the  police  waited  till  he  was  ascertained  to  be 
asleep  before  they  would  venture  to  encounter  liim  :  then,  striking  out 
the  light  burning  at  his  bed-side,  and  overturning  the  table  on  which 
were  his  pistols,  they  sprung  upon  him  as  he  lay,  and,  after  over- 
powering the  feeble  resistanee  he  was  aUe  to  offisr,  pinioned  him  and 
conveyed  him  befinre  the  grand  judge,  by  whom  he  waa  immediately 
oomnutted  to  the  Temple.    The  o^ture  of  Geoigea,  however,  waa 
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considered  of  greater  importance  than  that  of  ncfi  and  he  was  still  at 
large.  To  prevent  his  escape,  the  ct^ital  was  surrounded  by  a  oocdon 
of  troops,  and  the  barriers  were  closed  night  and  day:  being  opened 
only  for  the  market -people,  and  such  as  could  pive  a  satisfactory 
account  to  the  police,  to  pass  and  repass.  At  length,  after  being 
driven  from  lurking  place  to  lurking  pbicc,  bhunned  bv  all  his  former 
associates,  he  was  arretted  in  a  cabriolet,  while  attempting  to  gain 
egress  from  the  city.  He  had  been  riding  about  Tiuis  in  tliis  and 
similar  veliicles  for  two  days,  not  daring  to  cuter  a  house  for  a 
moment's  rest  or  refreshment. 

On  their  esaninalioin,  two  of  Geocgea*  aenranta  alated  that  •  taU, 
gentlemanty  man,  of  thir^-fi>tir  mr  durtfr-fiTe  yean  of  ego>  indi  light 
hair  and  bald  fiwehead,  had  latter^  been  in  the  hahit,  at  interrab 
of  ten  or  twelve  daya,  of  vinting  at  their  maater'a  lodging*,  where  he 
had  been  invariably  received  with  the  greatest  respect— Georges 
himself  attending  him  at  the  door,  and  he  and  Meant,  de  Polignac  i 
and  Bivi&re,  remaining  unseated  during  the  stranger's  stay.  This 
personage  it  was  immediately  conjectured  must  be  one  of  the  Bourbon 
Princes ;  and  as  the  description  answered  neither  to  the  Count  d'Artois 
nor  the  Duke  de  Berri,  suspicion  immediately  fell  upon  the  Duke 
d'Enghien,  who  was  known  to  be  at  Ettrnheim,  and  to  be  a  man  of 
courage  and  enterprise,  and  who  moreover  was  implicated  by  otlier 
depositions  in  the  purposed  rising  of  the  K<)yali>ts.     Tlie  stranger 
was  eventually  proved  to  be  I'ichegru ;  but  the  consequences  of  the 
disclosure  fell  upon  the  head  of  D'Enghien.    It  was  ascertained  that 
die  latter  was  sometimeB  absent,  6r  seven!  days,  from  his  residence,  | 
and  that  he  ooold  just  go  to  Ptois  and  be  back  at  his  retreat  between 
the  perioda  stated  finr  the  visita  of  the  mysteiioas  friend  of  Cadondal. 
The  thought  no  sooner  snggested  itself^  than  the  Piiat  Consul  issned 
Olden  fiw  the  instant  seisure  <tf  the  Doke  and  hia  attendants :  and,  on  | 
the  evening  of  the  15lh  of  March,  a  party  of  IVench  aoldien  and  < 
gens-d'armes  crossed  the  frontier,  surrounded  the  castle  in  whidi  the 
Prince  resided,  and,  arresting  him  and  his  household,  conveyed  them  ^ 
forthwith  to  the  citadel  of  Strasburg.    Here  he  was  separated  from     !    .  * 
all  his  attendants,  except  the  Baron  de  St.  Jacques  his  secretary;  he 
remained  at  Strasburg  till  the  iSth,  when  he  was  called  up  at  mid- 
night, and  informed  that  he  must  instantly  prepare  for  a  journey.   Ue  | 
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reached  Paris  on  the  20th,  and,  after  being  detained  for  five  hoars 
at  tlic  barrier,  was  driven  to  the  neighbouring  castle  of  Vincennes, 
wliich  liad  been  long  used  as  a  state  prison.  A  commission  hail  been 
already  appointed  to  try  liiiii,  consisting  of  seven  officers  of  regiments 
of  the  giurison  of  I'aris,  ^^ith  General  llulin,  the  Commandant^  as 
President.  These  persons  met  late  on  the  evening  of  the  Frinfle's 
axiriTa],  in  one  ti  the  large  rooms  of  the  loheblted  pert  of  the  caide. 
Although  the  trial  did  not  commence  till  pait  ten  at  nii^  a  gieat 
number  of  persona  appear  to  hare  been  present  to  witnesi  it,  isaomnch 
that  Savary,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  fintreaa  of  Y incennea  had 
been  that  day  entrusted,  could  acarcely  get  throng  die  crowd  when 
he  reached  the  Court.  The  trial — aa  all  similar  trials  by  fecial 
commission,  or  witliout  the  interrentiwi  of  a  jury,  must  be — waa  a 
bitter  mockery  of  justice.  The  Duke  avowed  his  services  in  the  army 
of  Cond(''  against  France,  and  his  receipt  of  a  large  penaion  fiom  " 
England ;  but  denied  all  knowledge  of  Pichcgru  and  his  conspiracy.  j 
"I  had  applied  to  England,"  he  said,  "for  an  appointment  in  her  ! 
armies,  and  hccn  answered  that  she  liad  none  to  give  me ;  but  that 
I  was  to  remain  upon  the  Khinc,  where  I  should  soon  have  a  part  to 
act;  and  for  that  I  was  waiting."  I 

He  was  Ibund  guUty  upon  the  several  charges  preferred  against 
him— Of  having  home  arms  against  hit  ooontiy;  of  having  been 
and  still  being  in  the  pay  of  England;  and  of  being  a  party  to  die 
recent  conspiracy  against  the  government  and  life  of  the  Furst  ConsnL  | 
Before  judgment  was  passed,  he  eamesdy  solicited  a  private  interview  j 
with  Napoleon.    "  My  name,  my  rank,  my  principles,  and  the  horror  | 
of  my  situation,"  he  said,  "induce  me  to  hope  that  he  will  not  deny 
this  request."     The  entreaty,  unhappily,  was  not  COttVi^ed  to  the 
First  Consul  till  the  Duke  was  dead.     The  Prince  was  conducted  | 
bark  to  liis  cl\aniber,  where  he  almost  instantly  fell  into  a  deep  sleep;  j 

j     ironi  wliith,  however,  he  was  shortly  afterwards  aroused  to  hear 
and  undergo  his  sentence.  j 
Orders  were  given  that  his  grave  should  be  dug  in  the  court-yard;  ' 

V    but  as  there  was  no  time  to  remove  the  pavement,  the  castle-ditch  i 
was  finally  fixed  as  the  place  of  interment,    About  six  in  the  morning 

I    he  waa  led  down  a  winding  stair  dirough  a  postern  beneadi  the  walls,  j 
where  six  gens>d*srmes  were  already  drawn  up  to  per&rm  the  i 
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mdaacboly  act  Captain  d'Autauomirt  gave  die  word,  tiie  iUiu- 
trions  victiin  fell,  and  tiie  body,  dreased  as  it  waa,  and  nnci^bied^ 
waa  thrown  into  ita  nanw  reating-place. 


TliP  (loath  of  the  Duke  d'Enghien  rnn'^rfT  n  crrcat  sensation  among 
tlu>  lloyalists  in  Franco,  and  tlirnnu'liont  Kutopc.  It  has  generally 
been  held  up  to  execration,  as  an  act  of  unpro\okcd  assassination  on 
the  part  of  Napoleon.  T'ndouhtedly  it  M  as  an  unjust  and  indefensible 
proceeding,  if  viewed,  as  it  should  be,  through  a  moral  or  legal 
medium.  Tliose  who  have  regarded  the  question  as  merely  InTolying 
a  point  of  policy,  hare  attempted  to  defend  it  on  the  ground  of 
expediency.  Hie  affidr,  howerer,  appeara  to  he  one  on  which  aign* 
ment  is  thrown  away,  llioiigli  certainty  not  a  whoUy  gratnitona 
crime,  it  wiU  not  admit  of  jnatifiaition.  The  aeiaiire,  in  a  neutral 
territory,  waa  contrary  to  law;  the  Doke  waa  ctrnvicted,  without 
tnffiffSent  eiidence,  and  executed  upon  an  irregular  aentence.  The 
whole  husincss,  according  to  Napoleon's  own  admission,  had  been 
pre-arranged :  even  the  order  for  execution  had  been  drawn  up  before 
dke  arrival  of  the  priaimer,  and  only  remained  lor  aignatnre,  after  a 
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form  of  hearing^  had  been  hastily  gone  ibtoagh.  It  is  but  £ur» 
Iiowever,  that  Bonaparte  should  be  heard  in  replj  to  the  aoeantioiM 
hcnprrl  xipon  him.  If  I  had  not  in  my  favour  the  law?  of  my 
countn,',"  lie  said,  when  at  St.  Helena,  "  I  should  still  have  had  tho 
right  of  the  law  of  nature,  of  legitimate  self-defence.  The  Dnko  and 
his  party  had  constantly  but  one  object  in  ■v'iew,  that  of  taking  away 
my  life.  I  was  assailed  on  all  sides  with  air-guns,  infernal  machines, 
plots,  and  amboscadet  of  every  kind.  Blows,  threatening  my  ex- 
istence, were  aimed  at  me  daj  aAer  day,  from  a  dtstanoe  ot  a  Inmdred 
and  fifly  leagues,  widioiit  a  poasiUIity  of  my  obtaining  xedresa  from 
any  tcibnnaL  At  last  I  grew  weary,  and  took  an  opportonily  of 
striking  terror  in  London.  Wbo  can  blame  me,  diat  I  used  the  right 
of  nature,  and  retnmed  war  for  war  ?  tDioae  who  foment  civil  du- 
scnsions,  or  excite  political  omnmotions,  expose  themselves  to  become 
^-ictims.  It  would  be  a  proof  of  imbecility,  or  madness,  to  imagine 
or  pretend,  that  a  whole  family  should  have  the  strange  privilege  to 
threaten  my  existence,  without  giving  me  the  right  of  retaliation. 
They  could  not  reasonably  pretend  to  be  above  the  law,  to  destroy 
others,  yet  claim  the  benefit  of  it  for  their  own  preservation.  The 
chances  must  be  equal.  A  great  nation  had  chosen  me  for  its 
Governor :  almost  all  Europe  had  sanctioned  the  choice.  My  blood 
waanotditdi^water;  and  it  was  time  to  place  it  on  a  par  widi  diat  of 
the  Boubtma* .  .  The  Doke  d*£nghien  had  been  seen  at  Straabnrg; 
it  waa  believed  that  he  had  been  in  Paris;  and  it  was  known  that 
he  pupoaed  to  enter  France  by  the  eas^  while  the  Didce  de  Bend 
disembarked  in  the  west»  at  Ae  moment  die  plot  of  Georges  and 
Pichcgru  should  be  ripe  fiur  exeeation.  ...  If  I  bad  acted  righ^  I 
should  have  followed  the  exan^le  of  Cromwell,  who,  on  the  discovery 
of  the  first  attempt  made  to  assassinate  him,  the  plot  of  which  had 
been  hatched  in  France,  caused  it  to  be  signified  to  the  French  King, 
that  if  the  like  occurred  again,  lir,  bv  way  of  reprisal,  would  order 
assassins  to  be  hired  to  mtirth  r  liiin  and  a  Stuart.  Now,  I  ought  to 
have  publicly  signified,  that  on  the  next  attempt  at  assas>ination,  I 
would  cause  the  same  to  be  made  upon  the  Bourbon  Princes  :  to 
accomplish  which  last,  indeed,  I  had  only  to  say,  that  I  would  not 
punish  the  perpetrators."  Bonaparte  added,  diat  "  had  die  Brince'a 
request  Ibr  an  interview  been  stited  to  him  in  time«  or  had  he  knowii 
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more  of  the  opinions  or  disposition  of  the  Prince,  he  shnuld.  in  all 
probnitility,  have  forgiven  him;  and  tliut  hv  sliould  have  denved  great 
political  advantages  from  so  doing :  but  that  he  did  not  feel  that  lie  [ 
had  committed  a  crime,  wc  havr  tlio  most  conA-incing  trstimony,  in  a 
solemn  codicil  to  his  last  will,  whicli  runs  tlius  : — "  I  caused  the  Duke 
d'Enghicn  to  be  arrested  and  tried,  because  that  step  was  essential  to 
the  safety,  interest,  and  honour  of  the  French  peopl«<,  when  the  Count 
d'Artois,  on  his  own  confession,  was  maintaining  bixty  assassins  at 
Parii.  Under  similar  drcnmstances,  I  would  again  act  in  the  same 
way." 

Bfr.  Fitt,  who  had  xetnnied  to  the  head  of  the  Bntnh  CabiBet»  ob 
iho  rmewal  of  hoatilitiea,  cxdaimed,  on  hearing  of  D'Enghien'a 
OKecntioiif  "  BoiMipwtft  ha§  wimmght  hinielf  more  iwirrhirf  hj  Ihia 
act  than  we  have  been  able  to  inflict  on  him  tinoe  die  first  declaration 

of  war.**   The  only  Continental  Prince  that  attempted  to  speak  out 
upon  the  subject  was  Alexander  of  Russia;  but  his  remonilnnoe 
was  quietly  silenced  by  Talleyrand,  with  an  allusion  to  the  supposed 
connivance  of  the  Emperor  at  the  murder  of  his  own  father,  the  • 
unfortunate  Paul.     The  only  distinguished  Frenchman  wlio  openly  | 
expressed  an  opinion  on  the  subject  was  Chateaubriand.  Mho  had  just  ! 
been  appointe  d  ambassador  to  the  \  alais,  ;uid  had  been  honoured  | 
with  his  audience  of  leave  on  the  very  morning  of  tlic  tragical  event.  | 
TiimiwKafely,  on  learning  what  had  taken  place,  he  indignantly  sent  j 
m  hit  Wiignaiinii,  wilii  an  intimation  that  he  covld  not  serve  nnder  n 
government  sallied  widi  blood.    Many  persons,  it  may  be  added, 
were  thencefinrward  alienated  from  the  First  Consol,  who  had  been 
previously  disposed  to  regard  him  with  some  degree  of  frvonr,  tat 
his  emrtioBs  in  removing  the  rigotoai  hnrs  of  the  Bevolntiosiisli,  and 
restoring  order  and  pto^eri^  to  dm  oo«ntry.  The  Jacobins,  on  the 
contran',  appear  to  have  beromr  more  reconciled  to  him,  when  he, 
like  them,  had  become  the  flayer  of  a  Prince :  a  pledge  that,  at  least, 
the  odious  Bourbons  would  not  be  recalled  to  tjrrannisc  over  and  take  t 
vengeance  on  them.    The  eon'^piracy  of  f  j«'nrges  and  his  companions 
had  t'lr  its  object  the  re-(»stahli>.hnjont  of  niunaichy  in  France;  and 
that  coik-^iiiiun  itiou,  though  not  in  the  way  debircd,  there  is  no  doubt 
it  greatly  accrli  rated. 

Napoleon,  by  the  machinations  against  him,    ^  made  to  appear  the  | 
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sole  obstncic  to  the  acccnnplishment  of  the  designs  of  the  enemies  of 
tlie  licpublic.  It  was  natural  for  those  who  benefitted  by  his  govern- 
ment to  place  a  hit;hrr  value  upon  his  services,  in  proportion  to  the 
frequency  with  which  his  opponents  singled  him  out  as  the  individual 
mark  of  their  malice.  The  death  of  D'Knghien  made  little  impression 
upon  the  nation,  lie  had  fought  against  France:  it  was  generally 
belieyed  that  he  was  leagued  with  awMwang ;  and  it  had  not  yet  ceased 
to  be  a  matter  of  regret,  that  Napoleon  had  abolidked  the  holiday 
inetitutedbydie  Conrentum,  to  oommemorate  the  death  of  Louis  XYL 
The  want  <^  nmikrity,  in  external  fonusy  between  &e  Ecench  G<mm- 
ment  and  those  of 'siuroonding'  natiims,  was  said  to  be  the  chief  cause 
the  hostiKtiee  in  which  the  Tsnoiis  states  of  Europe  had  been  so  long 
embroiled.  It  now  began  to  be  pablidy  ssid,  "  If  the  throne  must 
be  restored,  before  we  can  hope.fer  tranqniUii^i  let  us  at  least  place  on 
it  him  whom  we  hare  ibund  most  wordiy  to  be  our  Sovereign  and 
Protector.** 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

UTABUtBitBirr  or  rum  BHnma— tbiai.  or  obobqm  and  run  ooMtrimA* 
TOM— rMTBrr  or  rum  cookt  »■  ullb  —  iiirsBiAb  Yiarr  to  tub 

CAMr  AT  BOOU»Olt»->BMOMBLa— ras  BBIMB— BBTOBN  TO  rABIt.  ItHH. 

BTimAt.  ambiguously  worded  ad- 
draaacB,  congnttdatiiig  him  on  hii 
eacBpe  from  the  daggen»  which  were  j 
■iserted  to  hftTo  been  aimed  at  hii 
life  b7  the  agenti  of  England,  and 
urging  him  to  perfect  the  good 
work  which  hv  had  commenced, 
were  presented  from  various  bodies 
in  the  State  to  the  First  Consul, 
immediately  afti  r  tlie  «b  nfh  of  the  Duke  d'Eniihlen.  One  of  theM* 
was  from  the  Sniatr,  wliich  hroatilv  hint<(l  at  what,  hv  this  time,  mu?»t 
have  h<Tn  well-un<h  r>to<Kl.  hv  those  in  tlie  h.ihit  of  lu  aring  his  private 
sentiments,  to  have  been  the  desire  of  Nu^ioleuu.    *'  Uu  viewing  tkooc 
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attempts,"  said  the  President  of  that  body,  "team  which  Providence 
has  saved  the  llcro  necessary  to  its  designs,  we  arc  struck  with  one 
primary  reflection,  that,  in  the  destruction  of  the  First  Consul,  the 
anniliilation  of  the  independence  of  France  has  been  contemplated. 
The  Ilnglisli  and  tlie  traitors  know  that  your  fate  involves  that  of  the 
French  people.  Give  us,  then,  institutions  so  combined,  that  they 
may  survive  you.  It  is  not  enough  that  you  found  a  new  era,  unleas 
you  render  it  immortal ;  finr  what  is  splendoor  widiout  duxatioii.  To 
you  we  are  indebted  fi»r  our  rescue  from  the  chaoe  cS  the  peat;  to  jaa 
we  are  grateful  Har  the  bleanngs  of  the  peeent:  it  must  be  7011189 
abo,  to  guarantee  to  ua  the  future.** 

Neither  to  thia,  nor  odier  nmilar  addresses,  was  any  answer  at  first     ■  I 
returned:  as  none  had  expressly  stated  what  all  seemed  obscordty  to  ! 
intimate. 

Scarcely  a  month  had  elapsed,  however,  when  Curde,  a  member  of 
the  Tribunate,  spoke  out  more  explicitly  what  ho  conceived  to  be  the 
wishes  of  the  people.  On  the  30th  of  April,  in  an  elaborate  speech 
on  the  state  of  the  Republic,  that  orator  delivered  a  glowing  euiogium 
on  the  merits  of  the  General  who  had  delivered  France  from  the 
domination  of  the  Sections,  from  the  tjTanny  of  the  Directory,  and 
from  the  presence  of  foreign  foes,  shewing  that  the  internal  peace  and 
I  prosperity  of  die  country  were  solely  attribntaiUe  to  hk  goiinSy  and 
that  Uie  continuance  of  those  blesstngs  was  only  to  be  hoped  fox  by 
securing  his  services  finr  the  fntore.  "  Let  us  hssten,  then,"  he  said, 
"  to  dissipate  political  iUunons,  by  «^*««"*»^*"g  tat  the  nation  Ae 
hereditary  transmission  of  the  supreme  magistracy.  By  placing  at  die 
head  of  the  Government  an  hereditaiy  chief,  we  shaU  bar  the  return 
of  a  master.  But  at  the  same  time,  while  we  create  a  great  power, 
let  us  give  it  a  great  name — one  which  shall  convey  an  idea  of  the 
highest  civil  funetions,  recall  the  most  glorious  remembrances,  and 
breathe  no  taint  tijxm  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  For  the  guardian 
of  a  great  nation  there  is  no  title  more  befitting  than  that  of  P'.mperor.  j 
A\'ho  better  merits  the  designation  of  '  \'ictorious  Consul,'  which  it  I 
implies  ?  What  people,  what  armies,  were  ever  more  worthy  than  j 
I  those  of  France,  that  such  shoold  be  Hhtu  iesder's  titJef  Cnrie 
concluded,  by  moving,  Aat  "  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  First  CSonsd,  be 
prodaimed  Emperor  J  that  the  Imperial  digmt)r  be  dechied  hereditaiy 
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in  his  fainily;  and^  that  the  National  Institutions  be  definitively 
settled."  The  proposal  was  hailed  with  enthusiasm.  The  Tribune  fol- 
lowed each  other  with  speeches,  every  one  more  full  of  adulation  than 
its  prrdcccssor  :  and  a  crowd  pressed  forward  to  inscribe  tlieir  assent 
on  the  roll  in  which  the  proceedint^s  were  registered.  One  voice 
alone  was  raised  in  opposition — it  was  that  of  the  inflexible  Camot. 
**  The  First  Consul,"  he  said,  "  has  saved  France  by  the  assumption 
of  the  Dictatorship :  but,  like  Fabius,  Camillas,  and  Cincinnatus,  of 
yore,  wheu  liis  work  is  accomplished,  he  ought  to  lay  aside  his  power, 
and  retire  to  the  etBtioii  of  a  priiato  oitia0&.  Even  gnmtiiig  that 
Napolem  himidf  cannot  be  too  nraditnialed,  or  too  largely  rewarded, 
ibr  hSa  aenncei,  k  it  poaalbia  to  lender  hk  nrtoea  aiid  taleiil^  hia  akill 
aa  a  aoldier  and  a  poHtidan,  hereditMrf  ?  Why  ahonld  die  ftrtonea 
of  poateri^  be  ooamitted  to  dianoe  ?  It  ahonid  never  be  forgotten 
that  Bomitiaa  vaa 'the  aon  of  die  wiae  Yeapadan,  Caligiik  ef  G»> 
manicus,  and  Commodus  of  Marona  Aurelius.  But  thoo^"  added 
the  study  Republican,  "  I  oppose  the  alteration  of  the  Government 
on  the  score  of  principle  and  oonadence,  if  the  propowl  shall  bo 
adopted  by  the  nation,  I  shall  be  among  the  first  to  yield  implicit 
obedience  to  its  will.** 

From  the  Tribunate,  Curve's  proposal  was  immediately  handed  to 
the  Senate,  who  forthwith  prepared  a  senatus-eonsultum,  dechu-ing 
Napoleon  Emperor  of  the  French.  The  bolc  opponents  of  the 
measure  in  that  chamber  M-erc  (Jregoire,  Laiubrechts,  and  Garat. 
The  decree  of  the  Senate  was  presented  at  St  Cloud,  on  the  IBth,  of 
May,  1^  Ckmbaoftda,  at  the  head  of  the  Legislative  bodiea.  In  reply 
to  the  address  of  the  Second  Consul,  who  stated  that  France  had  found 
it  neeeaaary  for  her  luq^pinem,  her  glory,  and  prosperi^,  to  render 
die  government  hereditary  in  ihe  fomfly  of  the  Fint  Cooaid,  Niqpoleon 
relied:  **  Whatever  can  oondnce  to  the  good  of  die  country,  ia  eaaen- 
tial  to  my  happinesa.  I,  therefore,  accept  the  dde  which  yon  ronddffr 
naefial  to  the  glory  of  the  nation*  To  the  aanction  of  the  people, 
however,  I  anbmit  tbe  law  of  the  succession ;  and  hope  that  France 
will  never  repent  of  the  honours  with  which  she  has  surrounded  my 
family.  At  all  events,  my  spirit  shall  not  abide  with  my  posterity, 
beyond  the  day  on  m  Inch  they  cease  to  deserve  the  love  and  confi- 
dence of  the  Great  Nation." 


MAB8HAi;.8. 


The  Senate  next  waited  upon  Josephine,  to  salute  her  as  Empress, 
and  congratulate  her  on  ascending  the  throne,  which  she  was  in  every 
way  to  iraQ  qualified  to  adom. 

The  first  imperial  act  of  Napoleon,  on  the  day  of  hit  elevatioo,  ma 
to  XMndnale  his  bzother,  Jooq^h,  to  the  dignity  of  Gxand  Elector;  and 
Looia  to  that  of  Cooatable  of  the  Empue— Cambac&^da,  at  tibe  lame 
time,  being  aj^winted  Aich-Chancellor,  and-  Lebnm,  Arch-Treaanrer. 
On  die  fbllowii^  day,  a  grand  levte  waa  held  at  the  Toikriea — one  of 
the  most  brilliant,  as  well  as  the  moat  numerous,  that  had  erer  been 
held  there.  Bessii&res,  in  the  name  of  the  now  Imperial  Gnazda, 
delivered  an  address  to  the  Emperor ;  wlio  replied  with  the  same 
frankness  and  soldier-like  dignity  which  had  always  marked  his 
conduct  towards  the  troops.  'I'lir  offircrs  of  the  army  were  presented 
by  Louis,  in  his  capacity  of  Constable.  Everything  had  already 
assumed  an  aspect  of  State  formality  ;  at  the  general  awkwarchiess 
of  which,  it  is  said,  there  were  some  smilcb  among  those  to  m  lioni  the 
etiquette  and  ceremonies  of  courts  was  not  so  new  as  to  the  men 
whose  gi  catness  had  arisen  subsequently  to  the  oraunencement  of  the 
BeTolotion.  On  the  aame  day,  die  fiiUoinng  Generals — nun  whoae 
namea  are  scarcely  inferior  to  that  of  their  great  companion,  in  ams— 
were  nominated  Marshall  of  the  Empire Berthier,  Murat,  Monoey, 
Jonrdan,  Massena,  Angerean,  Bemadotte,  Sonlt,  Bnme,  Lannea, 
Motder,  Ney,  BaTonat,  Beaaiftres,  KeUennan,  Le  Fehrre,  Pnignoa, 
and  Serrurier. 

The  family  of  Napoleon  were  now  Princes  and  Princesaes  j  and  he^ 
not  what  he  had  once  sighed  to  be.  King  of  the  petty  territory  of  an 
eastern  Pachalick,  but  the  Sovereign  of  his  beloved  France  —  the 
most  powerful,  if  not  the  most  extensive,  state  in  Europe.  A  soldier 
of  fortune,  who,  less  than  nine  years  before,  had  been  com]>elk'd  to 
sell  his  carriage,  pledge  his  watch,  and  occasionally  be  indebted  to 
humble  friends  for  a  dinner — he  now  found  himself  surrounded  with 
a  dcgi'cc  of  j)oni])  and  majesty,  surpassing  that  of  any  absolute 
Monarch  of  modern  limes  !  There  have  been,  and  will  long  continue 
to  be,  many  conflicting  opinions  on  the  prudence  and  policy  of  his 
exaltation,  and  whether  this  waa  not  in  reality  the  principal  occasion 
of  hia  aobsequent  overthrow:  thus  much,  however,  is  certain,  diat  it 
waa  not  nune  to  gratify  hia  own  amlndon,  than  in  obedience  to  die 
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pabUe  Toioe,  called  forth  by  the  services  he  had  rendered  to  the 
oonntry,  and  the  institutions  he  had  fbimded  for  perpetuating  its 
prosperity,  that  he  took  upon  him  the  power  and  rank  of  the  illus- 
trious Chark'niainie.  Tliat  Napoleon  felt  and  recognised  the  source 
of  his  authority,  was  evinced  by  liis  rcfnrini;  to  the  people  the 
question  concerning  the  hereditary  tran'-niissinn  of  tlio  title  mnferred 
on  him;  and  this  constituted  the  cjiscntial  distinction  between  his 
empire,  and  that  of  the  Sovereigns  by  divine  right,  who  were  scan- 
dalized less  at  his  assumption  of  equally  with  them,  than  at  his  appeal 
to  the  populace  for  •  oonfirmatnm  of  that  equality,  seeing  that  tihey 
derived  their  dominion  merely  from  conquest,  <»:  politieal  intrigue 
and  baiter. 

While  ihe  anffiragea  of  the  ddaena  were  being  oolkcted  in  tibe 
provinoeSf  the  few  conepiratbra  who  remained  to  be  apprehended, 
after  the  anreit  of  Geotges,  were  lecared;  and  the  whole  band,  with 

the  exception  of  Pichegru,  who,  unable  to  endure  the  infamy  of  his 
situation,  fell  by  his  own  hand  in  priaoo*  were  blOOght  to  trial. 
Against  Morcau,  the  full  extent  of  evidence  was  not  pressed.  It  was 
felt  to  be  sufficient,  perhaps,  that  recent  events  had  confirmed  the 
suspicions  which  had  formerly  been  attached  to  his  name ;  and  that 
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his  influence  -with  the  army,  on  which  he  had  relied  for  wyport,  was 
destroyed  by  the  knowledge  of  his  treachery.  He  waa  sentenced 
to  two  years'  imprisonment;  but,  at  the  intercession  of  his  wife, 
seconded  by  Josephine,  one  of  whoso  companions  Madame  Moreau 
had  been  iii  the  "West  Indies,  this  v,-iis  commuted  to  two  years*  banish- 
ment from  PYance.  Napoleon  would  have  saved  Georges,  and 
attached  him  to  his  own  person  and  government.  **He  has  nerve," 
said  the  Emperor,  "and  in  my  hands  would  be  capable  of  great 
fUnga."  He  was  ofiiaved  pardon,  and  die  of  a  zegiment,  if 

be  would  pledge  bis  iraid  to  abandon  die  come  of  iJie  Bomboni^ 
and  beeooie  a  fidtbM  Bolgeck  to  tbe  new  dynasty.  '^Mjr  oonqpankna 
followed  me  mto  France,'*  xeplied  Geoxgea;  "I  wiU  fidbnr  them  to 
dedSi.'*  Tbe  oondnct  of  the  man  hod  long  been  diat  of  a  b^gand; 
bat  thexe  were  fbdmga  and  sentiments  wilbm  bim  which  wvold  have 
done  honour  to  the  nature  of  the  best  and  bnnrcet  Kapoleon  bad 
strongly  remarked  upon  his  character,  on  a  former  occaaion,  when 
he  dismissed  him  merely  with  an  admonition  to  continue  peaceable 
for  the  future :  it  was,  therefore,  with  sincere  regret  that  the  alter- 
native of  condemning  him  to  death,  or  affording  him  a  further 
opportunity  to  concert  dangerous  plots,  obtruded  itself.  **  Nothing 
but  the  necessit)'  of  my  position,"  said  the  Emperor,  "  would  induce 
me  to  assent  to  his  execution.  But  if  I  make  no  examples,  England 
will  pour  upon  me  all  the  lees  of  emigration."  In  the  end,  Cadoudal 
and  eleven  of  his  accomplices  were  led  to  tbe  scafibld:  tbe  fixrmer 
requesting,  as  a  fkrofor,  that  he  might  die  firs^  in  order  that  bb  com* 
peniona,  to  whom  it  bad  been  reported  that  bis  fife  would  be  spared, 
and  be  be  received  into  henmr,  should  have  an  assnranoe  in  deadi 
that  he  would  not  snrriTe  them. 

'Ilu"  good  Josephine  had  exerted  henslf  greatly  in  favour  of  all  the 
condemned,  taking  charge  of  petitions  on  their  behalf,  and  procuring 
audiences  for  more  than  one  of  their  female  relatives,  to  whose  en- 
treaties she  knew  tiiat  the  Emperor  would  do  violence  to  his  feelings 
if  he  turned  a  deaf  ear.  Armand  dc  Polignac  and  De  Riviere  were 
indebted  to  tliis  influence  for  the  clcniency  which  they  experienced. 
It  was  not,  however,  solely  to  those  who  were  enabled  to  make  interest 
at  Coiu-t,  that  Napoleon  extended  mercy.  The  sister  of  one  of  the 
criminals,  a  hiunble  and  unixicnded  maiden,  went  to  St.  Ckmd,  and 
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watching  an  opp<irtunity  to  throw  hcrst-ll"  at  tlie  feet  of  the  Emperor, 
iinploretl  the  Ufe  ol  her  brother  with  such  earnest  aHeetiun,  that  her 
prayer  couhl  not  be  witlistood.  Of  tliose  coiuh  nined  to  ileatli,  the 
seutence  of  ei^'hi  was  commuted  to  exile.  The  rest  of  the  con- 
spirators, among  whom  was  Jules  dc  Polignac,  were  imprisoned  or 
bttiMliedt  acoortlmg  to  the  estent  of  thdr  guilt,  or  tlw  degroe  of 
infliuaoe  they  posieiwd  to  endanger  the  Stale. 

Hie  Count  de  liDot  who  wae  at  Wanaw  when  the  Imperial 
dignitjr  was  conferred  upon  the  First  Consul,  no  sooner  heard  of  that 
event,  duui  he  addmied  e  pcoleat  to  the  Yarions  Coiurts  of  Europe 
against  the  naupation,  as  he  termed  it,  d  hia  ri^^  FouchtS  who 
wiahed  to  be  appointed  lo  the  head  of  the  police,  which  had  been 
suppressed  aAcr  the  peace  of  Amiens,  but  re-established  on  the 
detection  of  Georges'  conspiracy,  having  obtained  a  copy  of  this 
document,  which  had  been  privately  circulated  among  the  Koyalists, 
hastened  with  it  to  the  Knipi-ror.  "  W  ell,"  »aid  the  latter  when 
he  had  read  the  production,  "  my  right  is  the  will  of  France ;  and 
while  I  have  a  sword  I  shall  maintain  it.  It  is  proper,  howt  vtr, 
tlxat  tlic  Bourbons  and  tlicir  friends  bhould  know  that  I  fear  tUcu 
not.   Let  this  production  of  the  Count  bo  printed  to-mmrrow  in  dw 


i  PROTEST. 

Moniteur,  that  Ui6  people  of  tlie  Fanbonzg  St.  Germaiifee  may  zead 
it  at  their  ease,  instead  of  hawlcing  it  secretly  from  house  to  hmue/* 
The  proteat  was  certainly  an  injudicious  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
Louis,  recognisini^  as  It  did,  the  voice  of  the  nation  in  the  exaltation  i 
of  the  new  Soverciprn.  It  was  the  interest  of  the  Bourbons  to 
endeavour  to  keep  Bonaparte  and  France  distinct  in  the  ideas  of 
their  partisans.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Napoleon  saw  this  when 
he  dii  cctcd  the  publication  of  the  paper.  It  ran  as  follows : — "  In 
assuming  the  title  of  Emppror,  and  desiring  to  render  it  hereditary 
in  his  family,  Bonaparte  has  put  the  seal  to  his  usurpation.  Tliis  new 
act  of  a  revolution,  in  which  all  from  the  oonunmoement  has  been  null, 
cannot  assuredly  invailidate  my  claims;  but,  accountable  tax  tasf  con* 
duct  to  all  Soverogns,  whose  rights  are  not  leas  threatened  than  mine, 
and  whose  thnmea  are  shaken  by  the  same  dangerous  principles  whidh 
the  Senate  of  Ftais  has  dared  to  pnblid^-  ■■  accountable  alao  to  Franoe, 
to  my  family,  and  my  honour, — I  conceive  I  should  betray  the  oonaum 
cause  by  keeping  silence.  Aa  opportunity  served,  I  have  renewed 
my  protestations  against  all  those  illegal  acts  which,  since  the  opening 
of  the  States  General,  have  Inrought  France  to  the  frightful  cnsia  in 
which  she  and  Eiurope  are  now  plunged :  I  now  declare  in  presence 
of  all  Sovereigns,  that  far  from  recognising  the  imperial  title  with 
which  Bonaparte  has  caused  himself  to  be  invested,  by  a  Senatorial 
body  which  has  not  e\  on  a  legal  existence,  I  protest  against  that  title, 
and  against  all  the  subsequent  acts  to  which  it  may  give  rise."  The 
appearance  of  the  protest  in  the  official  paper  of  the  government, 
added  to  the  fact  that  Napoleon  had  been  recognised  and  con- 
gratulated as  Emperor,  on  his  accession  to  die  throne,  by  all  the 
Sovereigns  in  Europe,  except  those  <A  England,  Buasia,  and  Sweden, 
attached  to  die  procedure  a  character  of  absurdity. 

The  14th  of  July,  the  Eftte  of  the  Taking  of  the  Bastille,  and  of  the 
£rst  Federation  of  the  Bepublic,  had  been  looked  to  with  curiodty 
by  many,  who  deemed  that  its  odefaration  would  involve  aoine 
contradiction  to  the  Imperial  poKcy,  and  that  it  would,  therefore, 
be  suppressed.  Napoleon,  however,  saw  nothing  anomalous  in  its 
observance,  and,  therefore,  issued  express  orders  for  that  purjwse; 
enjoining,  however,  that  it  should  be  deferred  till  the  foUowing  day, 
Sunday,  in  order  that  it  might  not  occasion  an  unnecessary  waste  of 
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time,  or  interfere  with  the  industry  of  the  people.  This  was  the 
first  time  that  any  display  had  been  made  of  the  pomp  wliich  was 
now  to  attend  the  Imperial  Court.  The  carriage  of  Josephine  tra- 
versed the  gardens  of  the  Tuileries,  while  Napoleon  with  a  brilliant 
escort  of  marshals,  imperial  officers,  and  guards,  proceeded  on  horse- 
back to  the  Hotel  of  InvaUds,  where  a  throne  and  chair  of  state  had 
been  prepared  for  the  royal  pair.    Cardinal  Belloy,  Archbishop  of 


Paris,  at  the  head  of  the  clergy,  received  the  Emperor  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Church,  no  longer  the  temple  of  Mars,  and  gave  him  his 
benediction.  Mass  was  performed ;  and  afterwards  De  Lac^i><^de, 
Grand-Chancellor  of  the  Legion  of  Honour,  pronounced  a  discourse, 
eulogihing  Najjoleon  for  the  laws  and  institutions  by  which  he  ha?l 
consolidated  the  regeneration  of  the  Republic,  »o  auspiciously  com- 
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menced  on  the  14th  of  July,  1789;  and  concluded  Ly  summoning 
die  officers  of  the  order  to  the  foot  of  the  altar.  The  Emperor  then 
rose,  and  assiuning  his  hat,  afh^r  the  example  of  the  ancient  Kings 
of  France,  when  holding  a  Court  of  Justice,  said  in  a  firm  voice, 
while  profound  silence  reigned  throughout  tlie  immense  assembly: — 
"  Commanders,  officers,  legionaries,  citizens,  soldiers !  You  swear 
upon  your  honour  to  devote  yourselves  to  the  service  of  the  Empire ; 
to  the  preservation  of  its  territoiy  in  full  integrity;  to  tlic  defence 
of  the  Emperor,  of  the  laws  of  the  Republic,  and  of  the  rights 
which  these  have  consecrated;  to  combat  by  all  means  authorized 
hj  justice,  lesioii,  and  lilie  lawSj  every  enterprise  wldeh  sluitt  tend 
to  Te-estab1uih  thfi  leadal  system;  in  short,  jrou  swear  to  aid,  w£tk 
all  yonr  power,  in  the  maintenance  of  liberty  and  eqnality,  ibe  prime 
basis  of. ovr  institadoins.  Do  you  swear  this?'' 

AH  the  members' of  the  L^on  wxlh  one  Toioe  exdainied,  "I 
swear  !**  and  enthusiastic  cries  of  "  Yin  PEmpereur  !**  asesnded  from, 
the  populace  within  and  without  the  aacred  edifice.  Some  crosses 
were  then  distributed;  and  the  cortege  returned  to  the  palace, 
cheered  by  an  immense  assemblage  which  seemed  to  embrace  the 
entire  population  of  the  Capital. 

Three  days  after  this  ceremony.  Napoleon  quitted  Paris  to  join 
the  camp  at  Boulogne,  for  the  purpose,  as  was  announced,  of  dis- 
tributing decorations  of  the  I^egion  among  tlie  soldiery,  and  preparing 
for  his  descent  on  the  coast  of  England.  Daring  this  journey  the 
Emperor  himself  seemed  to  be  the  only  person  unconscious  of  the 
change  which  had  taken  place  since  he  was  merely  a  General  of  the 
Republic.  "  His  regal  style  and  title,"  says  Mr.  Hazlitt,  "  affected 
him  no  nune  than  if  he  had  merely  put  en  a  maaquerade  dress  the 
evening  before.**  The  army,  however,  recdved  him  widi  a  wdcome 
of  congratnlation  and  applanae  to  which  no  verbal  description  conld 
do  justice.  Everything  had  been  arranged  for  his  reception.  Li 
the  midst  4^  a  vast  plain,  forming  a  natural  amphitheatre,  widi  « 
slight  eminence  in  the  centre,  was  erected  a  platferm,  sustaining  the 
iron  chair,  which  was  formerly  the  throne  ci  ISing  Dagobert,  an 
iipcient  king  of  the  Franks.  In  front  and  on  each  side  were 
assembled,  under  the  orders  of  Marshal  Soult,  eighty-thousand  men 
from  the  camps  of  Bologne  and  Montreuil.   The  Imperial  tent  had 
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been  pitched  near  a  ruinous  buildinj:^  called  the  Tower  of  Order. 
In  clearing  the  ground,  traces  of  a  Roman  encampment  had  been  dis- 
covered, with  a  battle-axe  of  the  same  period ;  a  circumstance  which 
was  hailed  as  an  omen  that  Napoleon,  like  Cssar,  would  become 
the  conqueror  of  Britain ;  and  the  augury  seemed  to  be  confirmed 
by  the  finding,  at  the  same  time  and  at  a  short  disUincc  from  the 
same  spot,  some  coins  of  William  the  Norman.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested, with  great  probability,  that  the  last  of  these  discoveries  was 
not  accidental,  but  tliat  the  coins  were  a  recent  deposit.  However 
this  may  be,  the  coincidence  was  sufficient  to  increase  the  ardour  and 
confidence  of  the  soldiers. 


The  Emperor  on  his  arrival  ascended  the  platform,  where,  in  the 
midst  of  such  a  staff  of  officers  a.s  all  Europe  besides  could  not  have 
furnished,  he  pronounced  to  the  troops  the  same  oath  as  had  been 
taken  by  the  regiments  and  legionaries  at  Paris.    'JTlie  acclamations 


I    I     of  the  multitude  were  deafening  and  continuous.    Everj*  one  present  ' 

seemed  to  be  literally  transported  with  joy.    Napoleon  himself  is  said 
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never  to  have  appeared  more  sensible  of,  or  better  pleased  with,  the 
attachment  universally  manifested  for  his  person.  Crosses  of  the 
Legion  of  Honour  were  given  to  a  great  number  of  those  who  had 
distinguished  themselves,  both  officers  and  private  soldiers.  Most 
of  the  veterans,  who  had  served  under  him  in  Italy  and  Egjpt,  were 
known  to  him  by  sight,  and  many  by  name.  Several  were  called  up 
to  receive  their  decorations  from  his  own  hands,  and  kindly  enquiries 
were  made  concerning  their  families  and  their  welfare.  It  was  by 
such  means,  by  such  apparent  sympathy,  that  he  won  and  retained 
the  hearts  of  his  gallant  soldiers. 

The  ceremonies  of  the  day  had  not  concluded,  when  a  storm 
suddenly  burst  over  the  harbour,  and  endangered  the  safety  of  the 
flotilla  there  collected.  Tlie  Emperor  hastened  from  the  field  to  the 
port,  to  give  such  directions  as  might  be  necessary  on  the  spot.  But 


no  sooner  did  he  appear  than,  as  if  by  magic,  the  M-ind  was  lulled,  the 
heavy  clouds  rolled  away,  and  the  sea  became  calm.  "  The  very 
elements,"  said  his  flatterers,  "  acknowledge,  and  arc  awed  by  the 
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imperial  dignity  it£  Napoleon  I "  Betonung  to  the  camp,  the  daj 
was  dosed  with  militaxy  games  and  festivitieaj  and  in  die  evening 
fixe^irarkB  were  ezhibitedy  cne  of  whidi  threw  up  so  large  and 
hrilliant  a  odnmn  of  light,  as  to  he  distmctly  viable  from  die  shores 

of  England. 

While  he  remained  at  Boulogne,  he  employed  the  greater  portion  of 
his  time  in  reviewing  the  troops,  snporintending  the  public  works,  and 

encouraging  the  men  in  the  performance  of  n  number  of  evolutions, 
bv  night  as  well  as  by  day,  to  accustom  tliem  to  enibaxk  and  dis- 
embark -nith  celerity.  In  tliese  mana-uvTes  the  most  expert  were 
certain  to  be  rewarded  witli  money  or  honours.  Intrepidit}',  indeed, 
was  sure  to  obtain  his  approbation,  displayed  by  whomsoever  and  iii 
whatever  way  it  might  be.  His  conduct  towards  two  Englijih  sailors, 
at  this  period,  was  long  a  subject  of  admiration  throughout  the  army. 
They  had  been  prisoners  at  Verdnn;  but  having  escaped  from  the 
depot,  and  readied  the  a^ghbonrhood  of  Boulogne,  had  concealed 
themadves  in  the  woods,  waiting  far  an  opportunity  to  get  on  board 
some  English  vessel,  whidi  they  oocsrionally  saw  a|q;xroadi  the  land. 
Finding  that  the  watch  upon  the  coast  was  too  strict  to  afford  any 
diance  of  their  procuring  a  boat  by  stealth,  they  adopted  the  idea  of 
making  one;  and  accordingly  set  diligently  to  work  with  their  knives, 
the  oxtfy  tools  they  had,  cutting  branches  from  the  trees,  and  inter- 
lacing  these  with  oziers.  This  frail  bark  was  five  or  six  feet  long, 
and  between  three  or  four  wide ;  and  when  the  hull  waa  completed, 
its  owners  contrived  to  obtain  some  sail-cloth,  to  cover  the  sides  and 
bottom.  The  vessel  altogether  was  so  light,  that  a  man  could  carry 
it  with  ease  upon  his  back.  Nothing  but  the  love  of  honu'  and  of 
freedom,  or  the  recklessness  of  despair,  could  have  prompted  any 
person  to  trust  his  life  in  such  a  ba.sket :  yet,  one  or  all  of  these 
feelincjs  were  so  .strong  with  the  bold  seamen  in  question,  that  the 
risk  of  being  drowTied  or  shot  .seemed  light  in  compiurison  with  the 
hope  of  escape.  Seizing  an  opportunity,  when  they  had  one  day 
descried  a  cruiser  in  die  Channel,  they  issued  from  their  lurking- 
place,  Unndied  their  boat,  and  fearlessly  put  to  sea.  Ibey  had  not 
advanced  fiv,  however,  when  thqr  were  perodved,  and  a  custom-boose 
gdley  despatched  to  bring  them  bade  The  diace  was  a  brirf  one; 
and  the  captured  men,  when  broog^to  dicie,  were  instandy  immured 
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in  priaoii  M  fpies.  The  mddent  qiiickly  spread  through  the  camp, 
and  was  reported  to  the  Emperor,  who,  struck  by  the  almost  incre- 
dible daring  of  the  adventurers,  ordered  them  and  their  vessel  to  be 
brought  into  his  presence.  Napoleon  could  not  conceal  his  astonish- 
ment, that  rational  men  si  ion  Id  have  entertained  such  a  design,  and 
endeavoured  to  carry  it  into  execution  with  such  feeble  means  at  their 
command.  "  Is  it  really  the  fact,  that  you  intended  to  cross  the  sea 
in  such  a  tiling  as  this?"  he  asked.  "  Ay,  Sir,"  repHcd  one  of  tJic 
prisoners ;  "  give  us  permission  to  do  so,  and  you  shall  loon  sec  us 
depart.**  The  Emperar,  wlioee  feelings  were  enUrted  in  their  favour, 
replied,  "  Ton  shall  have  permiidmi.  You  are  bold  end  enterprising, 
end  I  admire  courage  whereeoever  it  is  found.  Bat  yon  ahaU  not 


again  expose  your  lives  needlessly.  You  are  free.  I  will  give 
immediate  orders  to  conduct  you  on  board  an  English  ship :  and 
when  you  have  returned  to  your  native  land,  tell  your  countrymen 
haw  highly  I  eitean  Imnre  men,  even  when  they  m  my  enemiea.'' 
The  hardy  seamen  were  overwhelmed  with  joyful  surprise  at  this 
instance  of  nnexpected  generosity.  They  had  just  befiwe  been  in^ 
fiNrmed  that  they  were  to  be  shot :  diey  now  found  themadLves  at 
perfect  Uberty,  and  olgects  of  interest  to  the  greatest  warrior  of  the 
age ;  in  addition  to  which,  they  were  presented  with  seroral  piecea 
of  gold,  to  procure  them  new  dothes  and  necessaries,  until  thej 
could  be  saMy  sent  away. 
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Amid  the  actiye  ooeapatioiis  of  the  camp.  Napoleon  edD  foimd  time 
to  devote  many  tihongliti  to  dvil  affiuit.  While  at  Boulogne  he 
dictated  a  decree  &t  the  reorganization  of  die  Polytechnic  School, 

which  he  converted  into  a  kind  of  military  seminary.  The  rapid 
progress  of  the  pupils  in  the  military  schools  and  ooUegei,  and  the 
discipline  maintained  therein,  seem  to  have  been  more  agreeable  to 
his  ideas  of  an  educational  system,  than  the  sedentary  mode  of  study 
which  had  been  recommended  by  the  monks.  From  the  emulation 
excited  by  classing  the  pupils,  the  constant  employment  of  mind  anil 
body,  which  a  routine  of  active  duties,  performed,  not  by  disconnected 
individuals,  and  at  random,  but  by  combined  numbers,  and  with  a 
view  to  precedence  in  those  who  excelled,  he  expected  as  much 
advantage  in  the  improved  intelligence  of  the  rising  generation,  us 
he  had  derived  from  piu'suing  a  similar  course  with  the  troops  under 
hia  command.  This  system,  which,  if  Napoleon  was  not  its  inventor, 
he  was  certainly  die  fint  to  bring  into  extennre  nae,  has  ainoe 
beoome  the  ground-worh  of  almoat  all  the  general  plana  d  inatniction 
adopted  thronghont  Enrope,  and  of  which  the  benefita  are  uniTenally 
acknowledged.  His  enemies  have  seen  nothing  more  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  hu  academies  dian  a  desire  to  enaUve  Uie  minds  of  yonth, 
by  Inringing  them  up  in  sobsernence  to  his  goremment.  Posterity 
will  rank  his  labours,  in  this  respect,  among  the  moat  valoable  services 
which  a  Sovereign  has  ever  rendered  to  mankind. 

It  was  in  the  camp  also,  and  about  the  same  time,  that  the  Emperor 
founded  the  decennial  prizes  for  the  promotimi  of  literature,  science, 
and  the  art«,  and  for  rewarding  eminence  in  everything,  whereby 
one  man  niifjlit  by  intellect,  industry,  invention,  or  perseverance, 
distinguish  himself  above  his  fellows.  Tlie  first  distribution  of  these 
prizes  was  fixed  for  the  I'^tli  IJnnnalre  (Uth  of  November j,  iSOy;  a 
dato  which  seems  to  have  been  fixed  in  compliment  to  those  who 
assisted  him  to  put  an  end  to  the  anarchy  which  had  grown  out  of 
the  Revolution. 

From  Boulogne  Napoleon  proceeded  to  Brussels,  and  took  up 
his  abode  in  the  Palace  of  Lackcn,  a  residence  purchased  by  lum  from 
the  Aichdoke  Charles,  after  the  treaty  of  Luncville,  and  which  had 
been  magnificently  fitted  vp  lor  his  receptioii.  Here  he  was  joined 
by  the  Empress  Josephine;— the  *'meek  and  peaoefid**  woman,  whom 
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Madame  de  Stael,  about  this  time,  in  a  letter,  informed  Napoleon 
was  utterly  unfit  for  him,  and  to  whom  he  could  have  been  united 
through  an  error  in  hxunan  institutions  only.  "For  the  companion 
of  a  hero  like  you,"  said  this  eloquent  and  modest  lady,  who,  it  ha.s 
been  asserted  by  her  admirers,  was  grievously  persecuted  by  the 
Emperor;  "to  adore  you,  nature  assuredly  destined  a  soul  of  fire, 
fikft  mme.**  She  compsred  her  idol  to*  a  god,  detoended  upon  die 
earth;  and  informed  him  that  her  pen  and  her  principles  were 
devoted  to  his  interest  "Bah!"  said  the  Emperor,  as  he  read  the 
fulsome  epistle;  "the  woman  is  certainlj  mad.  What  means  this 
TBgrancy  of  the  imagination?  It  ii  a  disorder  of  the  &ncy.  I  cannot 
endure  the  woman  for  throwing  herself  thua  at  my  head.  Sh§ 
compaire  herself  to  Josephine!"  And  the  obnoxious  letter,  after 
being  crumpled  in  his  hand  with  on  unwonted  expression  of  indig- 
nation, was  thrown  into  the  fire.  The  authoress  of  '  Corinne  *  was 
aftcrM'ards  informed  of  tho  reception  of  her  somewhat  indecent 
overture ;  and  her  affection  being  then  turned  into  hatred,  she  became 
involved  in  some  political  intrigues,  and  was  pohtely  informed  by  the 
sarcastic  Fouchd,  that  "the  air  of  France  was  not  good  for  her 
health" — a  hint  which  induced  her  to  retire  to  Copet,  in  Switzerland, 
whence  she  did  not  again  venture  to  return  to  her  beloved  Paris,  till 
after  the  fill  of  her  divinity. 

From  Bnuads  the  Emperor  and  Empress  proceeded  to  Aiz-lapCIuu 
pelle;  and  tlienoo  along  the  Rhine,  1^  Cologne,  CSobleut^  and 
Mayence.  ¥nm  the  last  place  he  sent  one  of  lua  aidoa-de-oamp^ 
Caffiurdli  (a  hrotfaer  of  him  who  had  died  dnzing  the  Egyptian 
expedition),  to  Bome,  to  aoHdt  the  presence  of  the  Pope  at  the 
Imperial  Coronation.  The  Eagle  of  the  Legion  of  "Haxuna  was, 
on  this  occasion,  sent  to  Cardinal  Caprara,  with  a  letter,  written  hy 
tlie  Grand-Chancellor  of  the  Order,  informing  him  that  he  was  the 
first  foreigner  who  had  been  invested  with  the  insignia.  It  was  firom 
Mayence,  also,  that  Napoleon  directed  the  sailing  of  two  squadrons, 
designed  to  be  the  first  movement  towards  the  intended  invasion  of 
England ;  one  from  Toulon,  under  Adniiral  \'illeneuve,  and  tlie 
other  from  Rochefort,  under  Mcssies>y.  On  this  journey,  the 
Imperial  couple  received  the  personal  congratulations  of  ahnost  all 
the  Princes  of  Germany  upon  their  accesaion  to  the  throne ;  and  the 
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Confedemtioil  of  the  Khinc  was  formed,  to  operate  a.s  a  mean!  of 
defence  agaimt  any  sudden  invasioii  firom  the  graat  Northern  powers. 
The  enthusiasm  of  Napoleon's  own  subjects  was  unbounded,  and 
vented  itself  in  the  most  hyperbolical  addresses ;  an  expression  from 
one  of  which  may  serve  as  an  example  of  all :  "  God,"  said  the 
Prefect  of  Arras,  "  made  one  Napoleon,  and  rested  !" 

About  the  middle  of  October,  after  three  months'  nbsrnro,  the 
Emperor  returned  to  St.  Cloud,  having,  iu  the  meantime,  heard  from 
CaffiirelU,  that  Kus  VU.  would  undertake  the  journey  to  Paris  to 
confim  to  him  die  aoeptre  of  CSwleniagne,  and  consecrate  hin  in 
his  new  office.  Ihe  Emperor  Frands,  at  the  same  period,  addressed 
a  letter  to  Niq^oleon,  acknowledging  hit  Imperial  dignity,  and  vdin> 
qniahing  tu  hlnwdf  the  tide  <i£  Enperar  Germany,  which  he  had 
previously  borne  —  resenring  enly  the  mote  modest  designation 
derived  firom  his  hereditary  states  of  Anatria,  a  style  firom  which  his 
iOflcesMr  haa  not  deviated. 
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ARRIVAL  OF  TUB  POPE  AT  PARIR — VOTKH  OF  THK  PIOPLK  FOR  ItKRSDITARY 

8UCCE88ION  — CORONATION  OF  THB  KMPEROR  AND  EMPRE88 — DISTRI- 
BUTION OF  BAGLB8  TO  THB  ARMY.  1804. 


EST  the  attendance  at  the  Coro- 
nation, for  want  of  due  notice, 
should  not  be  commensurate  \*ntli 
the  splcntlid  preparations  in  pro- 
gress, summonses  were  issued  im- 
'  mediately  after  the  Emperor's  return 
to  the  capital,  for  the  Legislative 
bodies  to  meet  on  the  1st  of  De- 
cember. In  the  mere  ceremony  of  his  installation,  there  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  Napoleon  sought  to  gratify  his  own  vanity ;  but  to 
satisfy  the  rehgious  scruples  of  a  large  class  who  still  regarded  tlie 
sanction  of  the  church,  and  the  obscr>'ance  of  ancient  forms,  as 
essential  to  their  change  of  allegiance  from  the  Most  Christian  King 
to  a  new  monarch.  It  was  this  which  induced  him  to  sue  to  the 
Pope  liimself,  tlie  supreme  and  infallible  head  of  the  Catholic  world. 
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whose  influence  was  necessarily  superior  to  that  of  any  individual 
among  the  clergy,  to  officiate  at  the  solemn  festival.  Outward  pomp 
was  never  regarded  by  IJonaparte  as  moro  than  a  inran»i  of  iiiflucncintx 
the  opinions  of  others.  '*  'J'ho  costume  of  the  inipt  rial  tlu  atii',"  he 
said,  "  does  not  constitute  my  value,  though  it  is  ncce.ssary  for  the 
miiliitiule.  i  claim  esteem  for  myself"  That  he  was  riglit,  is 
testified  by  the  exaggeration  of  ridicule  with  whith  his  enemies 
sought  to  counteract  the  spell  he  had  invoked.  The  English  I^Iiuistry, 
it  M  ttidy  esdubited  aum  ■gBwbflity  mi  ihis  than  on  almoat  any  other 
c£  the  acta,  by  whidi  their  great  adTecwry  had  sought  to  estaUuih  hia 
power  on  «  sound  and  permanent  bans. 

Fiat  yn.  quitted  Borne  in  ^  hrginning  of  Norember,  and 
trnvelled  leirarety  towards  Paris;  being  everywhere  veodived  with 
the  utmost  distinction*  agreeaUy  to  the  instructions  which  had  been 
issued  by  the  Emperor,  and  to  the  feelings  of  respect  which  the 
majority  of  the  people  entertained  for  his  high  chancier  and  sacred 
functions.  To  do  him  honour,  "  the  Alpine  precipices,"  Sir  ^^'alter 
Seott  informs  us,  "  had  been  secured  by  parajicts,  wherever  they 
could  exjwse  the  venerable  Father  to  danger  or  apprehension."  Napo- 
leon himself,  acconjiianied  by  the  Empress,  went  to  Fontuinbleau,  tlie 
ancient  palace  of  whith  name  had  been  recently  repaired,  and  fur- 
nished with  befitting  splendour,  to  meet  liis  Holiness;  and  hearing  of 
the  near  approach  of  the  Father,  they  advanced  to  Nemours.  Here, 
on  the  25th,  in  order  to  aToid  the  Ibrmaliliea  of  a  oeremonial,  whidi 
had  been  arranged  Ibr  die  meeting,  the  Emperor  engaged  in  a 
hunting  pMty,  and  contrived,  aa  if  Irjr  accident  to  be  upon  the  road 
when  the  Pope  came  up.  At  the  Imperial  salutation,  the  Papal 
cortege  halted;  and  while  Napoleon  a%hted  from  his  horse,  Pius 
descended  from  his  carriage.  Afler  embracing  each  other,  they  both 
got  into  the  same  vehicle;  but,  a*  though  they  had  mutually  agreed 
to  maintain  an  appearance  of  perfect  equality,  each  at  the  same 
moment  mounted  the  steps  at  the  two  doors,  Napoleon  on  the  right 
and  the  Tope  on  the  lefl.  Of  thi".  interview,  Mr.  Ihtzlitt  has  said 
that  it  wa«  "  a  joining  of  haniU  between  the  youUi  and  the  old  age  of 
tiie  world  ;  in  wliieh  if  I'ius  represented  tlie  decay  of  ancient  super- 
stition, Napoleon  represented  the  high  and  palmy  j>taie  of  moderu 
opinion ;  yet  not  insulting  over,  but  propping  the  fall  of  the  first. 
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There  were  concessions  on  both  sides,  from  the  oldest  power  on 
earth  to  the  newest,  wliidi,  in  its  turn,  asserted  precedence  for  the 
strongest.  .  .  To  us,"  adds  the  same  author,  "  the  condescension  may 
seem  all  on  one  side,  the  presumption  on  the  other ;  but  history  is  a 
long  and  gradual  ascent,  where  great  actions  and  characters  in  time 
leave  borrowed  pomp  behind,  and  at  an  immeasurable  distance  below 
them." 

At  Fontainbloau,  where  the  Pope  rested  before  proceeding  to  Paris, 
Napoleon  still  kept  the  right-himd  of  his  Holiness,  without  its 
appealing  to  have  been  so  designed.  On  the  28th  of  November 
Pius  entered  the  capital,  and  was  received  with  the  same  attention 
as  was  usually  paid  to  the  Emperor.  At  the  Tuileries  he  was  lodged 
in  the  Pavihon  of  Flora,  where  his  apartments,  by  a  delicate  attention, 
had  been  arranged  and  furnished,  precisely  as  in  liis  own  palace  of 
Monte  Cavallo.  His  presence,  and  the  veneration  paid  him,  formed 
a  singular  contrast  to  the  state  of  France  four  years  previoiisly,  when 
the  clergy  were  proscribed,  and  the  altars  desecrated  by  heathen 


'  Google 


VBSSSHTATIOV  OV  TOTB8. 


rituals.  Pius  seemed  greatly  flattered  hy  his  reception,  and  the 
good  will  with  which  he  was  ever)-whorc  greeted;  and  those  who  were 
presented  to  him  were  in  turn  dehghted  with  hi-s  afTabihty  and  gentle- 
ness. A  charac■te^i^tic  anecdote  of  liis  vi^it  to  tlic  iniperi;d  priiitiug 
office  has  been  prc8er\'ed.  A  volume,  dedicated  to  his  Holiness,  had 
been  prepared  thoein,  containing  translationa  of  the  Pater  NmUt  in 
%  haoAnA  ind  fifty  diflfivent  languages.  A  copy  of  diia  irwk  was 
•track  off  in  the  protencc  of  <]m  good  Fadior.  A  jovng  nan, 
imlyaed  willi  the  irroTWi  notioaia  then  itiU  too  eonunon  in  IWoe» 
kipt  hia  hat  on  during  ike  Ponliff'a  ataj.  Some  penona,  radignant 
at  audi  n  gross  mark  of  disreipact,  atten^ted  to  pull  it  off ;  which, 
creating  considerable  diatorbance,  attracted  the  Tope's  attendoB. 
Hanng  ascertained  the  cause  of  the  confusion,  the  venerable  man 
approached,  and  mildly  desired  the  joadi  to  uncover  hb  head,  that 
he  might  receive  a  paternal  blessin?.  **  llic  benediction  of  age," 
said  the  Pontiff,  •*  never  yet  did  harm  to  i\iiy  one."  It  need  not  bo 
added,  that  tlm  conduct  produced  a  great  and  beneficial  effect,  not 
only  upon  those  who  witnessed  it,  but  upon  the  numbers  among 
whom  the  story  was  rnpidly  circulated. 

On  the  Ist  of  December,  the  Senate  attended  die  Emperor  with  the 
reault  of  die  votes  upon  the  quesdon  of  the  hereditary  succession  to  | 
dw  dmoc  For  die  mere  change  of  style  it  had  not  been  dionght 
necBwaiy  to  consult  the  public,  aa  diat  in  no  degree  aUeied  the  Con- 
adtotioB  of  die  State.  IVaaoia  de  NenfchAteeo,  the  president  of  the 
diamber,  preaenled  die  decree  whereby  die  Grown  was  dedared 
hereditary^-4nt,  in  the  male  line  of  the  Em^eror'a  direct  deacendanta,  | 
and  failing  of  those  in  such  of  the  sons  or  gran  d  so  n-^  of  Ins  brothers 
as  he  might  adopt,  in  the  order  to  be  pointed  out  by  lumadC  Joseph 
and  Louis,  in  case  no  such  adoption  should  take  place,  were  finally 
declared  the  lawful  heirs  of  the  Empire,    llic  votes  by  which  this 
decree  had  b<  en  coniimied  amounted  to  upwards  of  tliree  millions  and 
a  half;  while  tliMsc  who  had  recorded  llieir  dissent  to  the  measure  j 
numbered  but  two  thou'and  five  hundred.    Neufch&toau  concluded  | 
a  highly  eulogisitic  harangue,  by  asserting  that  this  decision  was  "  the 
unbiassed  act  of  the  people,  than  which  no  government  could  plead 
•  Bore  andientie  or  higher  title.**    In  hia  reply  to  diia  addresa, 
Nq^oleon  jsiimiTri!  a  prophetic  loBe>  wkidi  efcnta  hanre  not  realised,  j 
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As  esplauung  bis  ideas  of  a  Snvereign's  duties  and  responsibilities, 
however,  the  speech  is  worthy  of  being  reowded.  *'I  ascend  the 
throne/'  he  said,  "to  which  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Senate,  the 
people,  and  the  army  lias  called  me,  with  a  heart  feelingly  alive  to 
the  mighty  destinies  of  tlic  nation,  wliich  from  the  midst  of  camps  I 
first  saluted  by  the  name  of  Gkkat.  From  youth  upwards,  my  whole 
thouglits  have  been  devoted  to  Frenchmen,  luid  it  is  due  to  myself 
now  to  declare  that  my  pleasures  and  pains  are  this  day  nothing,  save 
as  they  reflect  the  happiness  or  misery  of  my  people. 

"My  descendants  shall  long  preserve  tlus  throne,  die  first  in  the 
univexse.  In  camps,  tliey  will  be  the  fbiemost  soldien  of  the  army, 
willingly  yielding  their  Uves  in  defSmce  of  their  coontxy.  Asmagia- 
tiates,  they  irill  nerer  finget,  that  contend  of  the  hewn,  and  die 
orerthrow  of  social  order,  can  only  result  from  the  weahnesa  and 
irresoluiion  of  Plnnceo*" 

On  the  following  day,  the  Coronation  took  place  in  die  ehnrch  of 
Ndtre-Dame;  when,  notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  state  of  the 
weather,  the  assemblage  was  immense,  and  made  such  an  imposing  j 
display  as  even  the  gay  capital  of  France  had,  perhaps,  never  before  ! 
witnessed.     The  Marshals  and  Generals  of  the  Empire,  with  the 
great  Functionaries  of  State,  the  Members  of  the  Legislative  bodies. 
Deputies  from  all  the  departments  and  the  cliief  cities  and  towns,  , 
added  to  military  deputations  from  the  various  regiments,  and  nearly  I 
the  whole  population  of  Paris,  could  not  foil  to  present  a  sight  not 
soon  to  be  forgotten.    The  interior  of  the  cathedral  had  been  mag- 
nifieendy  embellished,  and  fitted  up  widi  stalls  and  galleries^  whiek 
were  thronged  with  qiectators,  in  fbU  dress,  and  reqplendent  with 
gold  and  jewds.   Hie  Imperial  throne  was  placed  at  the  end  of  the 
utTo  on  an  elevated  platform.  The  Papal  chair  stood  in  the  choir 
beside  the  high  altar.  The  Pope  repaired  first  to  die  sacred  edifice^  | 
and  took  his  place  before  the  Emperor  arrived.  , 

In  j:t  tfing  into  their  carriage,  which  was  without  panels,  and  looked  i 
like  a  frame-work  of  carved  gold.  Napoleon  and  Josephine,  at  first  ' 
seated  themselves  with  their  backs  to  the  horses,  a  mistake  which, 
though  instantly  rectified,  passed  not  unobserved,  and  was  regarded 
by  many  as  ominous  of  future  evil.     The  procession  was  in  every 
respect  one  of  the  most  brilliant  which  has  found  a  place  in  history; 
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whether  vre  regard  the  persons  who  figiircd  in  it,  or  the  gorgeous 
robes  and  equipages  which  were  then  first  displayed  since  the  pro- 
scription of  the  ancient  court  and  nobility.  The  train,  as  it  passed 
through  the  densely  crowded  streets,  was  greeted  with  deafening  cries 
of  "Vive  TEmpereur!"  The  acclamations  of  the  citizens  pealed  as 
from  the  ocean,  with  a  continuous  yet  distinct  articulation  of  the  same 
sound :  while  from  the  windows  the  waving  of  scarfs  and  handker- 
chiefs from  tlie  handsomest  women  in  France  was  incessant,  and  made 
the  very  houses  seem  alive  with  enthusiastic  loyalty. 

When  Napoleon  entered  the  Cathedral  the  Pope  rose,  and  went 
forward,  to  the  middle  of  tlic  choir,  to  meet  liim.  Mass  was  afterwards 
said  by  his  Holiness,  and  the  holy  unction  administered.    Pius  then 
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Ueaeed  the  Emperor  and  Emprew,  and  oonaecrated  their  diadems ; 
after  which  he  presented  the  Imperial  crown  to  Napoleon,  who  first 
placed  it  upon  his  own  head,  then  removed  it  to  the  head  of  Jose- 
j     phine,  and  again  laid  it  upon  the  cushion  on  which  it  had  been 
'     brought  from  the  altar.    71?  Deum  was  chaunted,  and  the  Emperor 
took  the  constitutional  oath ;  the  heralds  then  proclaimed  that  "  the 
j     thrice  glorious  and  august  Napoleon  had  been  crowned  and  installed 
I     Emperor  of  the  French."    It  has  been  dwelt  upon  as  au  extraordinary 
j     circumstance,  tliat  the  Emperor  wore  a  thoughtful  and  gloomy  brow 
I     during  a  great  portion  of  this  long  ceremonial — it  must  have  been  a 
I     strangely  constituted  mind  in  which  the  forms  and  solemnities  of  the 
occasion  would  not  have  awakened  reflection.    It  would  assuredly 
have  been  much  more  extraordinary  to  have  seen  Napoleon,  for  the 
first  time  in  Im  life,  assume  an  air  of  gaiety  or  indifference,  at  a 
moment  of  such  interest  to  the  people  and  himself. 

On  the  morrow,  all  llie  troops  dien  stationed  in  and  near  Paris, 
together  indi  the  Deputations  which  had  been  sent  to  the  capital 
fiom  the  absent  r^ments  to  witness  tibe  Coronation,  were  assembled 
in  the  Champ-de-Mars  to  receiTe  the  eagles  of  ibe  Enquire,  in  Uen  of 
the  colours  of  the  B^uUic.  At  this  ceremony.  Napoleon  wore  bis 
nnifi>nn  of  Colonel  of  die  Guards ;  and  as  be  rode  throngli  the  ranlu, 
amid  the  cheers  of  the  soldiery,  it  was  evident  that  he  was  still 
regarded  by  sU  with  the  same  pride  and  affection  which  bad  formerly 
induced  the  men  to  dignify  him  as  the  Litth'  Corporal,  and  to  rescue 
him  at  all  hazards  from  the  morass  of  Areola.  After  the  review. 
Napoleon  ascended  an  immense  platform,  erected  in  front  of  the 
military  college  at  which,  after  quitting  the  school  of  Brienne,  his 
ovm.  studies  had  been  completed.  Here  he  assumed  the  Imperial 
robes  ;  and,  at  a  a:i\  en  signal,  the  whole  of  the  columns  moved  for- 
ward, and  in  serried  files  surrounded  the  throne.  The  Emperor  then 
arose  and  pronounced  the  following  address: — "Soldiers!  behold 
your  standards !  These  eagles  will  ever  prove  your  rallying  point. 
They  will  always  be  wherever  your  Emperor  may  judge  their  pre- 
sence necessary  for  the  defence  of  his  throne  and  people.  You  swear 
to  sacrifice  your  lives  to  defend  them ;  and  by  your  valour  to  uphold 
them  constantly  in  the  road  to  victory.** 
Tbe  acdamatbns  which  followed  the  bud  and  hearty  cry,  "  We 
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stroar!"  were  nniversal.  Tlie  people  seemed  to  l>e  electrified  by 
the  presence  of  the  Emperor,  and  to  be  prepared  to  applaud  his 
very  looks. 

ITie  Pope  remained  at  Paris  during  the  whole  of  the  flutes  which 
followed  the  Coronation.  His  Holiness,  who  had  been  so  excessivelv 
complaisant,  seems  to  have  expected  something  in  return  for  his  good 
offices :  and  accordingly  a  request  for  the  restoration  of  .\vignon,  an 
ancient  domain  of  the  Papal  See,  situated  in  France,  and  of  Bologna 
and  Ferrara,  in  Italy,  was  sent  to  Napoleon.  **  In  this,"  says  Dc 
Bourriennc,  **  there  was  a  want  of  good  policy,  which  could  scarcely 
have  been  expected  from  the  Komish  Court,  whose  diplomacy  is 
usually  so  well  adapted  to  the  occasions  which  call  it  forth.  Had 
the  Pope,  before  tjuitting  his  own  capital,  asked,  not  Avignon,  which 
he  certxunly  would  not  have  obtained,  but  the  Italian  legations,  he 
would  in  all  probability  have  had  tliem  restored ;  but  it  was  another 
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thing,  after  the  serrioe  had  been  rendered.**        Emperor  made  Pias 

many  magnificent  presents;  but  at  first  returned  no  answer  to  his 
demand  concerning  territory :  svibscqucntly,  howerer,  on  the  aul^ect 
being  pressed,  TaUeyxand  was  directed  to  give  a  positive  refusal. 
Tliis  was  the  beginning  of  a  coldness  between  the  Imperial  and 
Papal  Courts,  which  afterwards  ripened  into  dislike  and  ended  ia 
violenoo. 
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OPINING  or  THR  LROIHLATIVB  CIIAMnKHn  —  HTATITB  OP  Tilt  RMPRROR  — 
RRCOND  LRTTRB  OP  NAPOLRON  TO  CBOROR  111. —  RRPLY  OP  TIIR  BRITISH 
BRCRRTARV  OP  BTATB.     1804 — 1806. 


i      '      "IfMBIill  i'iJ-s'>-'   '  ahortly  after  the  Coronation, 

-jC        \  HJp^SLgf'  namely  on  the  27th  of  December, 

j .        \  Emperor  attended  in  person 

the  meeting  of  the  Legislative 
bodies.  His  speech  on  that  occa- 
sion created  a  strong  sensation 
throughout  Europe. 

"  Princes,  magistrates,  soldiers, 
citizens!"  he  said,  "  in  our  respective  relations  all  have  but  one 
aim,  the  welfare  of  our  country.  If  this  throne,  upon  which  Heaven 
and  the  will  of  the  nation  have  seated  me,  be  dear  to  my  heart, 
it  is  because  by  this  alone  can  be  defended  and  preserved  the  most 
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nerad  interests  of  thfi  Ttau^  people.  Widumt  a  strong,  as  well 
as  paternal  government  France  would  liATe  to  dread  a  letam  of 
tibe  evils  which  she  lias  sol^red.  The  wealmess  of  the 
power  is  to  every  pecq^  the  most  feerfbl  of  all  calamities.  As  aoldier, 
or  Ilrst  Consnl,  I  luivo  cherished  but  one  thought;  as  Emperor,  I 
have  no  other — ihe  panMqperily  of  France.  I  have  been  so  happy  as 
to  render  the  nation  illustrious  by  victories ;  to  consolidate  her  power 
by  treaties ;  to  rescue  her  from  ciyil  disorder,  and  prepare  her  for  the 
revival  of  morali^,  social  organization,  and  religion.  If  death  does 
not  soiprise  me  in  the  midst  of  my  labours,  I  hope  to  leave  to  pos- 
terity a  remembrance  which  shall  for  ever  serve  as  an  example,  or 
a  reproach,  to  my  successors.  It  would  have  afTordod  me  pleasure 
on  this  solemn  occasion,  had  peace  reigned  throughout  the  world ; 
but  the  political  principles  of  our  enemies,  their  recent  conduct 
towards  Spain"  (alluding^  to  the  capture  and  partial  destruction, by 
English  sliips  of  war,  of  some  Spanish  galleons,  laden  with  treasure, 
notwithstanding  the  friendly  relations  pre\'iou8ly  existing  between  the 
two  powers,  and  the  total  absence  of  any  declaration  of  war),  "  suf- 
ficiently expose  the  difficulty  of  Hob.  I  have  no  desire  to  augment 
the  terxitoiy  of  Frsnee^  bat  to  maintain  die  integrity  of  her  possessions. 
I  dierish  no  amlntion  of  exercising,  in  Europe,  a  greator  influence ; 
but  I  will  not  reqgn  that  which  I  posaesa.  Ko  atate  shall  be 
incosporafted  widi  die  Empire;  but  I  will  not  reltnquidi  oar  rightB, 
ncnr  the  ties  which  ccmnect  us  with  those  states  wfaidi  we  have 
Greated." 

Ttm  Wjfott  of  the  domestic  and  finreign  relations  of  die  Empire, 
which  was  dieil  read  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  was  highly 
satisfiMtory;  depicting  in  lively  colours  the  internal  prosperity  and 
peace  wUch  had  succeeded  to  the  troubles  and  insecuri^  of  the 
revokitioiiary  government  Improvements  were  everywhere  in  pro- 
gress. The  agriculture  of  the  country  was  more  productive  than  at 
any  former  period ;  the  manufactures  of  a  higher  quality,  and  in 
greater  request.  Koads,  bridges,  exchanges,  marts,  and  public 
buildings  of  every  description,  had  been  constnicted  or  planned  to 
facihtate  the  communications  and  dlffasc  the  advantages  of  commerce 
through  every  practicable  district.  The  Colonics  were  represented  as 
prosperous,  and  the  diplomatic  relations  of  the  Empire  as  promising 
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p«Me  Slid  firiendihip.  Kngland,  it  wm  wid,  was  die  mIa  obttade  to 
the  entiw  pacMcntion  of  Euiope. 

TbB  LqpditiTe  bodioa  earned  thdr  addreai  ot  eoi^nitalatUni  QpoB 
the  ttate  of  the  eoontry  to  the  Emperor,  on  the  2nd  of  Jtmuxf,  1805. 

Most  of  the  members  attended,  and  the  president,  Fontanes,  made  use 
in  his  qpeech  of  the  ancient  Ibnnula,  of  "  your  most  faithfid  subjects 
which  gave  umbrage  to  many  of  his  colleagues,  who  had  still  hoped 

that  etftiality,  always  before  asserted  to  be  one  of  the  bases  of  the 
the  Kt'public,  at  least  in  appearance,  would  have  continued  to  be 

recognised. 

A  few  days  after  the  oj>ening  of  the  Legislative  session,  a  statue  of 
Napoleon,  executed  by  (,'haudet,  was  inaugurated  with  much  cere- 
mony and  many  laudatory  speeches  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  in 
the  preaenee  «f  die  Emperor  and  all  Uie  great  ofioara  of  State. 
M.  Vatddane  and  De  Fontaaea  aeen,  en  thia  occaricn,  to  have  vied 
with  each  other  which  ahoold  bend  lowliest  in  homage  to  the  Great 
Man.  The  services  iriiich  Ni^oleon  had  rendered  to  Fkranoe  were 
recapitulated,  and  dwelt  upon  wkk  mthnsiaim.  PnbHc  credit,  it  wm 
urged,  had  been  restored  under  his  aospioes;  the  field  of  industry  had 
been  enlarged  by  the  drainage  of  immmae  moraaiaa;  mendicity  was 
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aboUabed;  the  adnumatratioik  of  jutbe  improved,  and  die  expeneea 
of  legal  prooeedinga  diminiahed.  Many  great  canala,  and  nameroiia 
roads  and  bridges,  were  mentioDied  aa  htaag  compleled,  and  odiera 
commenced ;  three  hundred  and  seventy  schools  were  already  estab- 
lished ;  the  rites  of  religion  were  restored,  contending  factiona 
reconciled*  the  public  imposts  lessened,  and  the  condition  of  every 
Frenchman  ameliorated. 

Allowinp-  for  the  exaggeration  of  admirers,  there  is  no  doTiht  that 
the  greater  portion  of  these  eulotrics  was  merited  by  their  ohject.  An 
author,  who  has  never  been  considered  a  flatterer  of  Kapoleon,  has 
said,  in  reference  to  his  exertions  on -behalf  of  France,  that  he  had 
"  fully  identified  himself  with  the  country  which  had  now  become  his 
patrimony,  and  that  he  was  defldbrous  of  inveiln^  it  with  aa  mnch 
eztonal  splendour  and  internal  prosperity,  as  his  gigantic  adiemea 
were  able  to  oonpasa:  in  his  administration  he  showed,  that  he 
desired  to  have  no  advantage  separate  from  that  <^  France;  that  he 
conceived  her  intereats  to  be  connected  with  his  own  f^ory;  and  that 
he  eo^iended  hia  wealth  In  ornamenting'  the  Empire,  and  not  vpaa. 
<4ijeela  more  immediately  personal  to  himself.**  And  aahamed,  dioii|^ 
half  deairoQS,  to  ascribe  all  that  had  been  done  to  motivea  of  aelf- 
interest  and  mere  persona]  aggrandisement,  the  aame  writer  answers 
a  charge,  suggested  by  himself,  in  the  following  words :  —  "It  is 
enough  that  the  selfishess,  which  embraces  the  interests  of  a  whole 
kingdom,  is  of  a  kind  so  liberal*  so  extended,  and  so  refined,  as  to  be 
closely  alHcd  to  patriotism." 

On  the  27th  of  Januan,',  the  Emperor  addressed  a  second  autograph 
letter  to  the  King  of  England,  which  ran  thus  :  — "  Sir,  my  Brother, — 
Called  to  the  throne  by  Pro\'idence,  by  the  suiTragcs  of  the  .Senate,  the 
People,  and  the  Army,  my  first  desire  is  peace.  France  and  England, 
abnaii^  dieir  pro8pcrity,niay  contend  for  ages ;  but  do  their  respective 
Cknreraments  ftdfil  their  moat  aaered  duties,  in  eansing  so  mncii  blood 
to  be  vainly  died,  wilhont  a  hope  of  advantage  or  prospect  of  ccssa 
tion?  I  do  not  conceive,  diat  it  can  be  deemed  didiononnible  in  me 
to  make  the  first  advances.  I  believe  it  has  been  sofBciently  proved 
to  the  world,  that  I  dread  none  of  the  dianeea  of  war;  which  indeed 
offer  nothing  that  I  can  fear.  Though  Peace  is  the  wish  my  heart, 
yet  War  haa  never  been  advene  to  my  glory.  I  conjure  your  MajeaQr, 
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then,  not  to  rcfiwo  the  happiness  of  giving  peace  to  the  world.  Delay 
not  that  grateful  satisfaction,  tliat  it  may  be  a  legacy  for  your  chiUlren  ; 
for  never  have  arisen  more  favourable  circumstances,  nor  a  more  pro- 
pitious momi-nt,  for  calming  everj*  passion,  and  displaying  the  best 
feelings  of  humanity  and  reason.  'J'hat  moment  once  hwt,  what  term 
sludl  i>e  set  to  a  struggle  which  all  my  4-ti'orts  have  b<>en  unable  to 
terminate  ?    In  the  space  of  ten  years,  your  Maji>ty  has>  gained  more 
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in  wealth  and  tftriiluKj^— [allnding  to  ihe  vast  oonquests  of  England  in  I 
India] — than  the  extent  of  Europe  comprehends.    Your  people  have 
attained  the  height  of  proapeiily.    What  then  has  your  Majesty  to  ■ 
hope  firom  war  ? — To  form  a  coalition  among  some  of  the  Continental 
powers  ? — The  Continent  will  remain  tranquil.    A  coalition  can  only 
increase  the  preponderance  and  continental  greatness  of  France.  To 
renew  internal  troubles  ^  —  Times  arc  no  lonijer  as  formerly.    To  ; 
destroy  our  tinances  !*  —  Kesources,  iouudcd  on  a  prosperous  agri- 
culture,  are  never  to  be  destroyed.     To  deprive  France  of  her  j 
colonies  { —  lier  colonies  are  to  France  but  secondary  objects ;  and 
does  not  your  Majesty  already  possess  more  than  your  power  can 
protect?  The  world  is  roffidmitly  extensive  for  our  two  ttwdwii;  and  j 
reason  nufj^  aiaut  us  to  discover  the  means  of  conriliating  aU*  were 
bollL  parties  by  a  ^irit  of  zeoondleoient.  At  all  events^  I 

have  diadiarged  a  sacred  daty,  and  one  dear  to  nrjr  heart.  Tour 
Majesty  may  rely  on  the  sincerity  of  the  sentimenis  now  evprcsaedj 
and  on  my  desire  to  affiurd  your  Migesty  every  proof  of  that  sin- 
cerity.*' 

Upon  this  commiinioatum,  Sir  Walter  Soott  has  observed,  that^.*'  if 
Napoleon  had  been  serious  in  desiring  peace,  he  ought  to  have  made 
his  proposal  something  more  specific  than  a  string  of  general  propo- 
sitions, wliich,  iifHrmed  on  the  one  side  and  undisputed  on  the  other, 
left  the  question  between  the  belligerent  powers  as  undecided  as 
formerly.  ,  .  If  Bonaparte,  while  stating,  as  he  might  have  been 
expected  to  do,  that  the  jealousies  entertained  by  England  of  his  I 
power  were  unjust,  had  agreed  that,  for  the  Lrunquiiiity  of  Europe,  ! 
the  weal  of  both  nations,  and  the  respect  m  wbidi  he  hdd  the  { 
character  of  the  Monarch  whom  he  addressed,  Malta  dioald  remain 
with  Britain  in  perpetuity,  or  ftr  e  stipnlaAed  period,  it  wonld  have 
given  a  seiioiis  tnm  to  hia  overture^  which  wm  at  present  aa  v^gne  in 
its  tendency,  m  it  wis  nnunial  in  the  form."  Upon  tins  question  of 
Malta  appears  to  have  depended  the  whole  isaoe  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  British  Cabinet   Yet,  instead  of  fairly  statu^  the  wishes  of  Hs 
Government  in  that  respect,  the  English  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
in  the  answer  addressed  by  him  to  Talleyrand,  asserted,  that  "  His  | 
Majesty  of  England,  though  earnestly  desiring  the  restoration  of 
peace  to  his  people,  could  not  reply  to,  the  overture  made  to  him 
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witliout  consulting  the  Continental  powers,  eqpecMUy  the  Emperor 
of  Russia;"  or,  in  other  words,  that  a  new  storm  was  gathering 

in  the  North,  and  tliat  the  fate  of  Franee  must  depend  on  another 
struggle ;  not,  however,  for  any  principle,  or  pretension  to  principle, 
such  as  was  set  set  up  at  the  conunoncenicnt  of  the  licvolution  ;  but 
for  the  maintenance  of  an  acquisition,  the  restoration  of  which  had 
been  guaranteed  not  only  by  the  Treaty  of  Aniicns,  but  by  almost  all 
the  sovereign  States  of  Europe — with  Buasia  at  their  head. 
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NAPOLEON  KINO  OF  ITALY — DKPAKTI'KE  FROM  PARIS — TURIN — ALBKMANDRIA 

—  MAKKNliU — MILAN — fiKNUA  ANNRXKD  TO  FRANCK  CORONATION — ORDKK 

OF  TUB    IKON   CROWN  —  EUGENIC    BEAUHARNAiy    VICEROY          RETURN  TO 

PAKI8. 

OM HARDY  had  witnessed  the  change 
of  Government  in  France,  from  a  De- 
mocratic Commonwealth  to  an  Empire, 
with  the  utmost  satisfaction.  The  Italians 
liiul  long  sighed  for  the  independence  of 
their  beautiful  country  from  the  op- 
pressive yoke  of  Austria,  and  of  the 
numerous  petty  despots  among  whom 
the  land  was  divided.    Their  liberation 
liad,  from  the  first,  been  hailed  with 
enthusiasm,  though  it  still  left  them  partially  dependent  on  a  foreign 
power.    The  fact  that  the  Northern  States  had  been  consolidated 
under  one  government,  and  organized  for  self-defence  and  protection. 
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gave  spirit  to  the  eflbrtt  of  the  people  to  redeem  the  Italiaii  name 
from  the  obloquy  attached  to  it  by  ages  of  sapimeneas  and  mal- 
admiittstralioB.  Already  there  had  sprang  up  a  ^irit  of  patriodam 
and  dtkenship,  a  national  lore  of  ^ory  and  reverenoe  for  freedom, 
which  shewed  that  the  living  generation  were  aa  capable  of  appre- 
ciating pfnbUc  virtne  and  heroism  as  dieir  m^gh^jr  ancesKnrs,  who  held 
the  world  in  fee.  It  was  necessary,  however,  in  order  to  secure  the 
perfect  xqpeneration  of  Italy,  that  the  government  of  the  country 
should  not  merely  be  liberal  but  permanent;  and  for  this,  it  was 
requisite  that  a  good  understanding  should  be  established  with  sur- 
rounding nations.  Republican  forms  and  institutions  were  hated 
throutjKout  Europe  by  tlie  people  as  well  as  the  rulers  ;  partly  for  fear 
of  their  contagious  intiuence,  which,  indeed,  had  been  aheady  exten- 
sively felt,  and  partly  from  dread,  derived  from  the  terrible  example 
afforded  by  the  first  outbreak  of  revolutionary  feeling  in  France,  of  the 
ultimate  designs  of  democratic  leaders.  Ilercditar}'  and  regal  govern- 
ment had  been  substituted  in  France,  for  the  visionary  cqiudity  of  tlic 
philosophers.  Italy,  whose  greatness  was  altogether  ancestral,  (and  tlie 
memory  of  great  names  and  great  deeds  was  all  tliat,  till  recently,  had 
been  left  of  her  inheritance,)  rejoiced  at  the  coronation  of  Napoleon, 
the  president  of  her  own  government,  as  heartily  as  the  Parisians 
diemselves;  iixc  it  imparled  a  hope  that  die  proposal  of  a  aimilar 
change  of  style  and  title,  with  respect  to  Itaty,  would  be  listened  to 
by  hun,  in  whose  hands  was  her  destiny,  wilih  the  same  finroor. 

La  die  beginmng  of  lilarcli,  a  Depatadon  from  die  (Sndpine 
BepnUic,  with  Mdai,  the  Vice-nresident,  at  its  head,  arrived  in 
Paris  to  consult  the  Emperor  on  the  propriety  of  the  propoaed  alterap' 
tion ;  and,  in  case  of  his  acquiescence  with  their  wishes,  to  tender 
him  the  .crown.  At  a  public  audienoe  given  on  the  17th  of  March, 
Napoleon  was  informed  of  the  unanimous  desire  of  the  Senate  and 
people  of  Italy,  that  the  country  should  become  a  Kint,'dom,  and  that 
he  would  ascend  the  throne.  At  the  same  time  it  was  stipulated  that, 
with  the  single  exception  of  Napoleon,  the  crowns  of  France  and 
Italy  should  never  be  worn  by  the  same  person ;  and  that  the 
Emperor,  during  his  life,  but  not  while  the  Russians  shoidd  occupy 
Corfu  and  the  English  Maltii,  might  transfer  the  sovereignty  to  one 
of  his  descendants,  natural  or  adopted.    Tlus  stipuiauou,  it  was 


CROWN  ACCEPTED. 

wisely  and  patriotically  urged,  fnm  indispensable  to  the  independence 
of  Italy,  and  the  freedom  of  her  people.  Napoleon  listened  yvkh 
complacency  to  the  petition  of  the  RopuhKc  which  he  had  founded, 
and  felt  pleasure  and  pride  in  the  cxprcsBion  of  its  jcalouB  scruples, 
which  are  not  difficult  to  be  underBtood  when  it  is  remembered 
that  the  sentiments  then  uttered  were  but  echoes  of  the  principle* 
taught  by  himself.  He  agreed  in  all  tilings  with  the  Italian  Senate. 
"  The  separation  of  the  crowns  of  France  and  Italy,"  he  said,  "will 
be  necessary  hereafter,  bat  highly  dangerous  at  present,  surrounded 
M  we  are  by  powecfiil  eneiaifli  and  inoooilHit  fiiendi.  Ibe  people 
of  Italy  hate  always  been  dear  to  me.  For  die  love  I  bear  tliem,  I 
consent  to  take  the  additional  burden  and  req^onaibifity  wbkii  their 
confidence  has  led  them  to  impoae  on  me — at  least  until  the  interests 
of  Italy  hendf  permit  ne  to  place  the  erowa  on  a  younger  bead  ; 
when  my  ancoeiior*  animateti  by  my  i|nrit,  and  intent  on  completing 
the  work  of  rcp;eneration  abready  so  auspiciooaly  oommenoed,  ahall 
be  one  who  will  be  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  hii  pcreonal  interests,  and, 
if  necessary,  his  life,  in  behalf  of  the  nation  over  which  he  shall  be 
called  by  Providence,  the  constitution  of  the  oonntry,  and  my  appro- 
bation, to  reign.'* 

That  Napoleon,  before  chai^:ing  himself  with  these  new  duties, 
had  well  weighed  the  consequences  to  himself  and  his  subjects,  is  , 
evident  from  a  conversation  which  he  held,  on  tlie  2.3rd  of  March,  I 
with  De  Bovnxienne,  who,  having  been  some  time  previously  dismissed 
from  his  situation  of  private  secretary  for  supposed  malpradices,  waa 
now  again  taken  Into  aome  degree  of  firour,  and  ahorliy  afterwaida 
honoured  with  e  wiiiaion  to  the  German  Statea,  cenatilnting  the  drde 
of  Lower  Saxony.  The  ancient  aduxd-feUow  <tf  die  Emperor  waa  ) 
in  donbt,  when  eent  for  to  Malmaiaon,  what  land  of  reception  be 
ml^  ezpec^  feerfid  that  die  aplendoar  of  reeent  erenti  wodd  have 
wrought  great  changee  in  die  character  and  habits  of  the  man  who 
had  attained  such  a  dizzying  elevation.     In  this  respect  he  was  | 
agreeably  deceived.    Napoleon  met  him  with  the  old  familiar  smile,  ( 
pressed  his  hand  kindly,  and  enqidred  after  his  fiunily  and  occupa- 
tions with  the  affection  inspired  by  former  friendship.    Never  had 
the  hero  of  Areola  appeared  more  frank,  more  simple,  and  unos- 
tentatious.   It  seemed  that,  in  proportion  as  his  greatness  became 


Digitized  by  Google 


TBB  ITALIABS. 


nnqucttioMble,  he  felt  at  liberty  to  durow  off  die  and  affect- 

adm  of  digni^  wluch  lyid  aurked  liia  progress  to  power.  "  In 
e%ht  days,**  he  aaid,  "I  set  out  to  aarame  the  iron  oronm  of  Char- 
lemagne. That,  however,  ia  bat  a  atepping-atone  to  greater  things, 
which  I  dea^  Ibr  Italy,  which  must  become  a  Idngdom,  eon^orising 
aU  the  tranaalptne  country,  fitnn  Venice  to  the  maritime  Alps.  The 
union  of  Italy  with  Rrance  can  be  bat  tranaient  For  the  present, 
it  ia  necessary,  in  order  to  aocastcm  the  ItsJiana  to  Irre  nnder  wminion 
laws.  The  people  of  Genoa,  Fiedmont,  Milan,  Venice,  Tuscany, 
Rome,  and  Naples,  cordially  detest  each  other;  and  none  of  them 
could  be  induced  to  admit  their  inferiority.  Kome,  however,  by  her 
situation  and  historical  associations,  is  the  natural  capital  of  Italy. 
To  make  it  so  in  reality,  the  power  of  the  Pope  must  be  restricted 
to  spiritu;vl  affairs.  It  would  be  impolitic  to  attempt  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  just  now ;  but,  if  circumstances  are  favourable,  there 
may  be  less  difficulty  hereafter.  As  yet  I  have  but  crude  ideas  on 
the  Bubject,  winch  time  and  events  will  ripen.  AVTien  you  and  I 
were  two  idle  fellows,  strolling  through  the  streets  of  Fai  is,  a  j)rescient 
feeling  told  me  that  I  sliould  one  day  be  master  of  France.  My 
conduct  hence  received  a  direction.  It  is  wise,  therefore,  to  provide 
tat  what  may  come;  and  this  ia  what  I  am  doing.  I%ice  it  would 
be  impossible  at  once  to  unite  Italy  into  a  single  power,  yielding 
obedience  to  unifimn  lawa,  I  afaall  commence  by  making  her  Frendi. 
All  die  pet^,  wmrdiless  Statea  into  which  ahe  is  divided,  will  diua 
acquire  a  habit  of  Kving  under  the  dominion  of  the  aame  lawa ;  and 
when  due  habit  is  fenned,  and  local  ftuda  and  become 
extinct,  theie  will  again  be  an  Italy  worthy  of  her  dden  renown; 
and  her  restoration  to  independence  will  have  been  my  work.  Twenty 
yean  are  requiaite,  however,  to  accompUih  this;  and  who  can  *"V"1«»«* 
with  certainty  upon  the  future  ?  I  speak  at  this  moment  of  things 
which  have  long  been  shut  up  in  my  mind — I  am  probably  but 
uttering  a  pleasant  day-dream."  | 

The  day  after  this  conversation  had  been  fixed  for  the  baptism  of 
a  second  son  of  Louis  Bonaparte  and  Hortcnse,  the  daughter  of 
Josephine.  The  birth  of  the  inf:uit  had  been  attested  vt  ith  all  the 
formalities  recjuired  by  the  Imperiid  Constitution  in  cases  of  princes 
of  the  blood,  eligible  to  be  called  to  the  throne;  and  having  been 
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verified  by  an  act  of  the  Senate,  the  necessary  documents  were 
deposited  in  the  archives  of  tlie  Empire.  Napoleon  was  sponsor  on 
the  occasion,  and  gave  tlie  child  the  name  of  Napoleon  Louis.  The 
Poi)e,  who  had  not  quitted  Paris,  officiated  at  the  ceremony,  which 
was  celebrated  willi  much  pomp  at  tlie  palace  of  St.  Cloud. 

On  the  1st  of  Ai)ril,  the  Emperor  and  Empress  quitted  Paris,  -mth 
a  lar<;c  and  splendid  escort,  for  Italy.  Tlicy  halted  at  Brienne;  and 
Napoleon  revisited  the  scenes  where  for  six  years  he  had  been  a 
jdodding  but  contented  student,  recalling,  with  a  zest  and  rapidity 
which  he  himself  could  scarcely  account  for,  many  a  long -forgotten 
train  of  ide;w  and  sensations.  "  The  sound  of  the  old  bell  at  Brienne 
was  still  sweeter  than  the  bells  at  Ruel ;"  the  emotions  it  awakened, 
however,  though  delightful,  were  mingled  with  much  melancholy, 
for  they  afforded  a  strong  contrast  between  tlie  world  which  early 
imagination  and  hope  had  pictured,  and  that  which  the  stern,  though 
imposing  reahties  of  manhood  had  laid  bare.  The  Emperor  had  gone 
by  this  route  at  the  request  of  Madame  dc  Brienne,  a  lady  to  whom 
he  had  been  indebted  for  much  kindness  while  he  was  yet  a  boy  at 
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school;  and  in  whose  behalf,  at  a  later  ptriad,  he  had  risked  incurring 
considerable  odium  by  opposing  tljc  orders  of  the  revolutionary 
Government,  with  respect  to  two  young  ladies,  nice  es  of  Ins  patron«'ss, 
who,  by  an  insane  decree  of  the  Convention,  had  been  devoted  to  the 
occupation  of  pi*asants.  During  the  same  journey,  when  p.issing 
through  Lyons,  Madame  de  liressieux,  formerly  Mademoiselle  du 
Colombier,  his  "  first  love,'*  sought  and  obtained  an  audience  of 
Napoleon.  It  was  a  time  of  pleasant  recollections  throughout. 
^  At  Turin,  the  Imperial  pair  were  lo<lged  in  tlw  beentilul  paltoe  of 
Stupinis,  Ae  8t  dood  of  the  Kings  of  Sardinia,  where  Napoleon 
received  the  official  report  from  the  camp  of  Boulogne,  and  dictated* 
to  the  minntaat  detaib,  the  arrangementi  which  he  desired  to  he  made 
preparatoiy  to  die  cmhaAatinn  the  invading  army.  Here  also  he 
was  residiqg  when  Has  VII.  passed  dnoogh  Piedmont  on  his  retnm 
to  Bomc.  The  Emperor  took  leave  of  the  Holy  Father,  >vhom  he 
treated  with  the  Utmost  deference  and  respect,  at  Turin.  Xhe  Pope 
hod  not  been  invited  to  attend  the  approaching  Coronation,  perhaps 
because  his  request  for  the  restoration  of  Bologna,  and  other  Pajial 
territories,  had  been  rejected ;  or  more  probably,  some  dcllrat  y  was 
felt  on  the  subject  of  asking  him  to  const-crate  a  Rcei)tri>,  beneath  the 
sway  uf  whiih  his  own  j)atrini<>ny  w;ui  di-^igned  at  no  very  distant 
date  to  be  reduced.  After  remaining  for  three  weeks  at  Turin, 
Napoleon  and  Josephine  went  on  to  Alessandria,  where  the  former 
inspected  the  works,  for  die  construction  d  whidi  he  had 

given  direGtions  immediately  after  die  hatde  of  Marengo.  "  With 
Akasandria,"  he  had  dien  aaid,  «*  I  shall  always  he  master  of  Italy. 
It  mnsl^  dwrefiare^  heoome  the  host  fiwtilied  pboe  in  the  world,  and 
have  a  garrison  of  frtty  thousand  men,  widi  provisions  for  six  mondis. 
The  French  troops,  in  case  of  revolt,  or  shonld  the  Aostrians  send 
formidable  armies  into  Italy,  will,  if  necessary,  find  a  refuge  there; 
and,  wherever  I  may  be,  sufficient  time  may  he  gained  to  enable  me 
to  fall  upon  Italy,  overwhelm  die  Aostriana,  and  raiae  the  siege  of 
Ales«<andria.** 

On  the  Hth  j»f  May,  the  Emperor,  with  liis  staff,  visittd  the  plain 
of  Marengo,  for  thr  purpose  of  reviewing  the  greatt  r  portion  of  the 
Fli  nch  soldiers  tin  n  in  It.dv,  who  liad  1m  i  ii  ordcn  d  to  .i--*t  niliif  tlu  re. 
lie  wore,  on  the  occattiuu,  the  Ixat  aud  uudorm  wiuch  he  had  woru  on 
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the  (lay  of  the  great  victory,  and  which  had  been  brought  from  Paris 
expressly  for  that  purpose.  "  The  worms,  which  spare  neither  the 
costume  nor  the  bodies  of  great  men,  had  been  busy  with  these 
well-saved  trophies  of  conflict." 

At  Milan,  the  Emperor  was  received  with  the  most  enthusiastic 
welcome  by  the  authorities  of  the  Republic,  the  citizens,  and  the 
population  of  the  surrounding  districts.  He  had  always  been  a 
favourite  with  the  ItaUans,  who  indeed  considered  him  their  country- 
man, by  birthright,  by  his  knowledge  of  their  language,  Uterature, 
and  history ;  by  the  benefits  he  had  conferred  upon  them  in  wresting 
tlic  land  of  their  fathers  from  German  domination,  and  in  founding 
among  them  many  new  and  useful  institutions,  as  well  as  by  the 
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brilliant  career  which  he  had  commenced  upon  tlicir  soil.  And  the 
general  joy  wa»,  jHThaps,  eiilianced  by  the  prospect,  that  the  country, 
after  the  many  vicissitudes  of  hope,  fear,  and  disappointment,  to 
which  it  had  long  been  subjected,  was  about  to  obtain  restitution  of 
its  political  and  civil  freedom,  and  mastery  of  its  own  fate.  The 
Emperor  here  took  possession  of  the  splendid  palace  of  Monza,  where 
he  received  a  deputation  Irom  the  Senate  of  Genoa,  headed  by 
Durazzo,  the  la«t  of  its  Doges,  who  brought  a  petition  to  the  Em- 
peror, that  he  woidd  be  pleased  to  reannex  Genoa  to  France.  This 
Republic  had  once  before,  for  a  brief  period,  been  a  French  province ; 
and  it  was  urged,  tliat  the  prosperity  and  happiness  the  people  then 
enjoyed  were  the  cause  of  the  present  request,  llie  prayer  was 
acceded  to ;  and  the  **  Superb "  city  of  Andrea  Doria  became  8 
department  of  France,  its  inglorious  Doge  exchanging  his  almost 
regal  robes  for  those  of  a  Senator  of  France.  , 
The  Coronation  took  place,  on  the  26th  of  May,  in  the  cathedral  of 
Milan,  which,  next  to  St.  Peter's  at  Home,  is  the  most  magnificent 
ecclesiastical  edifice  in  Italy  ;  and  which,  after  remaining  unfinished 
for  two  or  three  centuries,  had  been  completed  by  Napoleon.  The 
diadem  used  on  the  occasion  was  the  celebrated  iron  crown  of  the 
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ancient  Kings  of  Lombardy,  which  had  rested,  undisturbed  for  ages,  ' 
in  the  church  of  Mouza,  and  wluoh,  as  is  generally  known,  is  a  circlet 
of  gold  and  gems  covering  an  iron  ting,  formed  of  n  nail  said  to  have 
been  used  at  the  crucifixion,  and  to  have  been  taken  from  tlio  true 
cross,  by  its  discoverer  the  Empress  Helena,  mother  of  Constantine. 
T]\e  Cardinal  Archbishop  of  Caprara  officiated;  and  Napoleon  at  this, 
as  at  his  Imperial  inauguration,  took  the  crown  from  the  hands  of  the  j 
priest,  and  placed  it  on  his  own  head ;  at  the  same  time  repeating  the  I 
haughty  motto,  which  had  been  used  by  its  former  owners,  "  Dio  nd  \ 
Pha  date;  guai  a  Mia  tooca/** — (God  hath  given  it  to  me ;  woe  to  i 
him  that  touches  it  I) — An  expreMion  which,  transkled  into  Eraneh«  i 
hecame  the  legend  of  the  Order  of  the  £nm  Croum,  which  was  | 
institnted  immediatdj  afterwards,  to  oomnieDiorate  die  event,  and 
which,  in  finmatioii,  dedgn,  and  olgect^  wai  nmilar  to  dw  more 
celebrated  X^gtbn  ^  Honour. 

A  day  or  two  after  this  ceremonial,  and  amid  the  fitet  which 
succeeded  it,  the  new  King  went  in  state  to  the  Senate,  to  announce 
the  appointment  of  Prince  Eugene  Beauhamais  to  the  Viceroyalty  of  ! 
Italy,  tlic  remodelling  of  the  Army,  and  the  reoxgaoizadon  of  the  ^ 
University  of  Turin. 

Eefore  leaving  ^lilan.  Napoleon  received  a  number  of  intercepted 
despatches  of  Sir  Arthur  WeUesley,  containing  a  detailed  account  of 
the  recent  English  acquisitions  in  India ;  upon  which  ho  commented 
with  modi  aererity,  blended  widi  ooniiderable  hnnumr.  Hie  Cabinet 
cf  London  were  at  diat  mmncmt  holding  up  to  execration  the  illimit- 
aUe  ambition  of  die  IVench  Monarch  finr  daring  to  annex  Genoa  to 
dw  £mpire;  fingetful  diat  it  waa,  at  die  aamo  time,  iaraing  orders  to 
extend  die  Bdtuh  dominion  over  an  extent  of  oonntiy,  and  a  popn- 
lation  scarcely  less  than  duMe  of  all  Eorope,  without  even  the  plea 
of  being  invited  liberaton,  or  Conquerors  in  a  merely  defensive 
war,  of  the  territories  appropriated.  It  might  well  be  s;ud  that 
England  had  not  tlie  same  measure  of  moderation  for  itself  and  its 
neighbours.  The  defence,  which  has  been  sometimes  set  up  by 
authors  and  politicians,  that  the  different  circumstances  of  Asia  and  j 
Europe  justified  different  lines  of  policy,  is  merely  the  trite  argument  j 
of  power  and  expediency,  which  is  used  by  aggressors  of  every 
kind,  having  no  relevancy  to  justice,  and  little  to  truth;  and  if 
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admiMible  <m  liie  one  hand,  ii  wanlj  not  to  be  iqected  on  tibe  odier. 
Hie  reprefentatHWM  of  Englend,  bowerer,  on  tlie  eulgect  of  Napoleon's 
encroedunents,  were  finronrably  listened  to  by  Anstzia,  Bnsaia,  and 
Sweden ;  and  negociations  for  a  new  coalition,  the  expenses  of  whidi 

were  to  be  chiefly  borne  bj  the  British  people,  were  at  once  set  on 
foot,  for  a  combmctl  movement  to  humble  the  Corsican  Adventurer^ 
ere  the  throne,  to  which  he  had  been  exalted  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
people,  should  be  established  on  too  firm  a  basis  to  be  shaken. 

Napoleon,  who  was  well-informed  of  the  intrigues  in  progress 
against  him,  was  in  no  haste  to  precipitate  the  crisis  ;  but,  while 
secretly  watching  the  tondcncv  of  (M  iits,  took  no  public  notice  that 
could  indicate  his  possession  of  any  extraordinary  intelligence.  It 
WM  aft  diis  tmM  tiwt  iIm  nonnment  to  Besaix,  on  die  top  el  Hoiifc  i 
St.  Bemaid,  wbich  baa  been  prerioiuty  aUnded  to,  was  ocdered  to  be 
eraeted,  under  die  anpeiintendence  of  Denon*  Tbe  Emperor  dien 
flailed  Genoa,  wboae  abreels  of  maible  pekoea,  ascending  fiom.and 
aoRonnding  Its  noUe  barbeius,  indooed  bun  to  exdsim,  that  aodi  n 
possession  was  well  worth  the  risk  of  another  war.  He  slept  wlulc 
bere  in  tbe  Doria  palace,  on  the  same  bed  whore  Ch:u-les  V.  had 
reposed  several  ages  before.  After  a  sliort  stay  in  this  city.  Napoleon 
and  the  Empress  rettirned,  by  way  of  Fontaineblean,  to  Paiii^  wbich 
they  reached  on  the  1 1th  of  July. 
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PRKPARATIONS  FOR  WAR  —  AUSTRIAN  INVASION  OF  BAVARIA  —  WAR  WITH 
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AlWTOBMfB   a'BBATT  OW  PBBtBinO.  180&. 


BTIB8  of  eztraoffdinaiy  fiNroes  won 
now  bong  nnde,  with  great  nqpidity, 
throni^ioiit  the  Aiutriu,  BaiM&,Biid 
Swediah  dominions.    The  German 

Emperor  was  incensed  at  the  assump- 
tion, by  Napoleon,  of  the  Crown  of 
Italy,  and  by  the  humiliation  to 
■which  he  hud  constantly  been  sub- 
jected in  liis  conflicts  ^ath  France ; 
and  the  Russian  Autocrat,  besides  having  been  taunted  with  screening 
from  justice  the  miirdercrs  of  his  father,  was  desirous  of  obtaining 
celebrity  in  Europe,  and  of  giving  occupation  to  some  of  the  numerous 
hordes  which  were  subject  to  him,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
grofwth  ct  Ubml  epmieiia,  and  consequemt  diacontenl^  anfliig  tiMn. 
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The  King  of  Sweden  was  a  weak-minded  and  headstroncr  man,  who, 
having  imbibed  certain  crude  notions  of  chivalmus  enterprise,  was 
anxious  to  make  a  figure  in  the  newspapers  and  journal'-.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  England,  by  her  liberal  oifers  of  gold  to  equip  tlie 
troops  of  her  allies,  and  to  fiirniah  the  munitioiu  of  war,  had  been  the 
pfeiine  mofer  «f  die  ooafedmcx.  TI16  project,  however,  did  not  ne- 
oeed  to  die  octant  desired.  PiUHa%  whoee  co-opention  wie  efaaoit 
indispeMeble  to  ensue  e  ftmnraUe  reral^  eoold  not  be  indiioed  to 
«nmblni>  widi  die  edner  powen  in  dieir  meditited  tttadc  vfoa  "Bftspth 
leon*  Since  her  unenocessfid  cmmpejgn  c£  1192,  ahe  had  reniained 
eandonsfy  neulnl;  ocoasioMUy  obtaining  adTintagea  fiom  eedi  of  die 
belligerent  powers  for  secret  favours,  performed,  promised,  or  expected. 
So  earnestly  was  desired  the  umon  of  the  Prussian  forces  with  those  of 
the  Allies,  that  the  Emperor  Alexander  went  to  Berlin  in  person,  to 
endeavour  to  engage  the  King  in  the  interest  of  the  coalition.  This 
condescension  was  not  without  its  effect.  The  two  Sovereigns  met  in 
the  vault  which  contained  the  ashes  of  the  Great  Frederick,  and  over 
his  cofhn  bound  themselves,  by  a  solemn  oath,  to  giuirantee  tlic  freedom 
of  (iermany ;  a  vow  which  it  is  probable  was  never  intended  for  any 
otlier  purpose  than  to  produce  theatrical  effect.  This  at  least  is  certain, 
that  the  only  r*T**T  which  the  King  of  Prussia  resorted  to  in  conse- 
quence, were  lodl  M  his  positioii  would  hsvo  leqnirod  bed  be  eatired 
into  no  engagement  wbatevei^-flaiaelj,  to  leiBWible  an  anaj  of  ofaM^ 
TalMMi  to  protect  bio  own  fiein  inmit  and  nggntmn  WlrteniF 

hmg,  Bavada,  and  neaxljr  all  Ae  leeier  Geonan  PrincipaEdeg^  w«ra 
fimmiaUj  diepooed  towaida  Fianoe;  and,  tfaeiefiire,  decUned  all 
overtures  made  to  theai  bf  die  AUiaa. 

The  negociations  prepaiatoty  to  veoOBUIMIicing  a  continental  war, 
had  been  conducted  with  as  much  secrecy  as  possibli .  To  avoid  exci- 
ting suspicion.  Baron  Vincent,  an  Austrian  General,  had  goon  out'of 
his  way  to  \ish  Napoleon  while  in  Italy,  and  had  paid  him  sovereign 
honours  by  a  salute  of  artillery.  Count  Cobeutzel,  the  Austrian 
Ambassador,  and  the  Russian  rienii>otentiary,  remained  at  Taris.  ITic 
movements  of  troops  towards  tlie  frontier  were  apparently  distconnected, 
and  at  mu  h  intt  r\  .il>.  and  by  such  routi  >,  as  it  wa»  hojH'd  would  enable 
them  to  pass  uunulieed.  NajK»leon,  however,  was  not  to  be  deifisetl. 
Lik^  the  war-hunc  described  by  the  patriarch  Job,  hu  had  the  liicuity 
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of  "  smelling  the  battle  afar  off."  While  his  enemies,  therefore,  be- 
lieved him  to  be  reposing  in  fatal  security,  he  was  busy  tracing  roads 
and  marking  positions  upon  the  map  of  Germany,  and  arranging  the 
detoiLj  of  a  campaign  which  was  to  eclipse  all  his  former  heroic  achieve- 
mento. 

In  llie  lieginning  of  die  month  of  August  the  Emperor  quitted  Paris, 
tonptir  oneemonto  ihecaii^  of  Boulogne;  notiunrirididi*  liope 
of  bdng  aUe  to  efieefc  hii  object  of  invading  England,  bat  to  aee  Ae 
oooditioii  aiid  diflopliiie  of  tlie  amywidi  whi^ 
Oennffaj,  and  eitaUidi  •  doiiriiikm  upon  the  Cbotineiit,  wMcli  thoiild 
enable  bim  to  inflict  amoKe  deadfy  blow  on  Gnat  Britain  than  oodd 
be  given  by  any  stroke  of  the  sword.  "  In  Gennany/'  be  said,  "  I  will 
pierce  England  to  the  heart,  by  shutting  the  whole  ContinflDt  to  her 
commerce.  I  have  also  ideas  that  go  Arther;  but  these  are  not  matured. 
There  is  not  sufficient  similarity  among  the  several  nations  of  Europe. 
Society  requires  to  be  regenerated,  which  can  only  be  done  by  the 
establislinxent  of  a  superior  power,  the  authority  of  which  over  other 
powers  shall  constrain  them  to  live  on  terms  of  peace  and  amitj'.  France 
is  well  situated  to  exercise  the  necessary  sway  for  that  pur]>osc.  I 
know  the  obstacles  which  stand  between  mc  and  my  aim,  but  they 
do  not  dismay  me.  The  main  struggle  will  be  between  England  and 
France;  the  other  States  of  Europe  are  merely  our  instruments;  and 
will  be  sometimes  for  the  one  and  sometimea  fixr  die  other,  aa  inlereat 
or  cinsunataneea  may  dictate."  It  waa  notyetievealedtodketroopa, 
diat  their  pootum  on  the  coast  would  benoefbvth  be  of  no  finther 
nae  than  to  aerve  aa  an  idle  menace,  and  to  restrain  the  operationa  of 
England,  by  '^^""*g  her  amy  widun  ber  own  boimdariea.  A  num- 
ber of  expenmenti  at  embarlong  and  disembarldiig  were  repeated  in 
the  Emperor^s  presence,  and  elicited  from  bmi  die  wannest  sppiobatioB. 
Tbe  soldiers  were  enthnsiastio  when  the  conqoest  of  England  was 
spokCT  of;  and  it  was  with  feelings  of  impatience  that  they,  from  day 
to  day,  expected  orders  to  launch  tbe  flotilla,  on  which  tbi^  were  to 
be  wafted  to  victory  on  the  gald>oovered  banks  of  the  Thames. 

The  opening  of  the  war  was  precipitated  by  the  rash  and  impolitic 
conduct  of  Austria;  the  cabinet  of  which  ha\'ing  received  some  sharp 
wortls  from  Tallej-rand,  in  reply  to  the  remonstrances  of  their  Ambas- 
sador, concerning  the  annexation  of  Genoa  to  France,  directed  an 
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army  of  eighty  thousand  men,  under  the  command  of  the  Archduke 
Ferdinand,  who  had  General  Mack  for  his  coadjutor,  to  march  to  the 
frontiers  of  Bavari.i,  and  require  the  Elector  Maximilian  to  unite  his 
forces  with  those  intended  to  act  in  what  was  called  tlir  liefence  of 
Germany.    This  I'rincc,  however,  was  not  disposed  to  bre;dc  terras 
with  Napoleon,  nor  indeed  to  violate  his  neutrality  in  any  way.  In 
order  to  excuse  himself  to  the  Emperor  Francis,  he  pleailed,  that  his  j 
son,  then  traTclling  in  France,  would  be  made  responsible  for  Im  | 
oondnct  tluraid  Iw  join  the  ooalitum.   "  On  my  knees,**  he  wrote,  '*  I  | 
implore  pemianon  to  remain  neatnL**  Tliia  leaatmablc  prayer  waa  | 
rejected  with  an  Inaoleiine  finr  whieh  it  ia  difficult  to  aiaigii  a  moliire. 
He  waa  hangbtily  commanded  iaatan^  to  jem  the  oon&denusyj  or  | 
hia  tRMpa,  ia  deapite  of  himaelf,  would  be  inooiponited  with  thoae  of 
Anatria,  leit  being  pemutted  to  remain  aa  a  aeparato  anny  they  might 
be  tempted  to  take  part  with  France.    Maximilian  npon  this  threat 
abandoned  his  capital  of  Muuch,  and  retired  with  his  army  into 
Franconia ;  whence  he  9gnn  mat  to  Tienna  an  entreaty  to  be  allowed 
to  continue  at  peace.     The  reply  to  this  was  the  occupation  by 
Austrian  soldiers  of  the  Avhole  of  his  Electorate,  where  the  invaders 
conducted  themselves  in  all  respects  as  in  an  enemy's  country,  levpng 
contributions  upon  tlic  towns  and  villatres,  and  j)liuuk'ring  and  mal- 
treating the  inhabitants.    The  llavarian  rrinc*-,  after  this,  naturally 
regarded  the  Austrians  as  declared  foes,  and  earnestly  desired  the 
adyance  of  the  French,  as  liberators. 

Napoleon  ww  at  Boulogne  when  infimnation  of  theae  proeeediDgs 
foadiod  hhn.  He  haitened  to  Ftana  to  comnumieate  to  the  LegidatiTe 
bodiea  the  i^roadi  of  war,  and  to  make  tfie  neoeaoaiy  arrangemoiti 
fa  a  cooteit;  whid^  Aoogfa  he  had  been  &r  from  aeddng,  waa  pio- 
boUynotdiipleadngtohini,aaailbrdingafinrpret«ittowididrawhia    I  ! 
army  fiem  the  ahoiea  of  die  Britiah  Channel,  and  to  abandon  an  enter-  I 
prise  which  he  had  long  ascertained  to  be  hopeless,  for  scenes  wliich  | 
aflbcded  a  prospect  of  fresh  victorie<i  and  the  acquisition  of  higher 
renown.    A  manifesto  was  forthwith  publiiihed,  which  was  evidently  | 
intended  to  influence  the  discussions  of  the  Diet,  then  assembled  at 
Ratisbon  ;  and  which,  after  Ri  ttini?  fortli  the  provocations,  and  ex- 
posing the  bad  faith  of  .\ustria,  tliu>-  (  onfinued:  — "  In  such  grave 
circumstances,  and  after  vainly  endeavouring  to  awaken  paciiic  senti- 
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ments  in  the  Court  of  Vienna,  notwitlistanding  the  reiterated 
nssertions  of  that  Coxirt,  of  its  entertaining  no  hostile  intention  against 
France,  the  Emperor  of  the  French  feels  bound  to  declare  that  he 
will  consider  as  a  declaration  of  war,  formally  directed  against  liimself, 
any  further  aggicssion  on  the  Germanic  body,  and  cHpctially  upon 
Bavaria;  the  Emperor  being  fully  determined  never  to  separate  the 
interests  of  his  Empire  from  those  of  the  Princes,  his  Allies."  And 
in  order  to  oornnnoe  ihoie  whom  he  addressed,  that  he  was  perfectly 
in  eanett,  he,  at  the  tame  time»  liNifid  direetiona  ftr  die  removal  of 
liie  amy,  then  at  Boologne;  to  the  Gennni  imHluat* 

A  giaphic  deacriptum  of  the  bireakiiig  up  of  the  camp  of  the 
Invading  Amy  haa  been  gmn  hy  an  eye-witneaa.  At  dqrbieak,  die 
wind  was  &ir  lor  TSngland,  the  MecVading  aqnadnm  had  been  Uowa 
down  the  Channel.  The  trumpets  sounded— "  On  board  I**  and  in 
six  honra  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  men,  sailors,  soldiers,  aitOkiy, 
stores,  ammunition,  and  anna,  were  embarked.  EveiyUiing  aeeaaed 
favourable  for  the  adventure.  AH  was  hushed :  every  eye  and  ear 
intent  for  the  signal  to  get  underweigh.  Presently  the  trumpets 
pealed  again;  but  it  was — "To  land!"  The  army  disembarked  in 
the  same  admirable  order ;  but  with  vciy  different  feelings.  The 
soldiers  looked  vexed  and  disappointed,  and  even  murmurs  were 
heard  as  they  retired  up  the  beach,  A  brief  proclamation  was  then 
read,  announcing  the  imminence  of  war  with  Austria  and  Bussia,  and 
a  consequent  change  of  destination  £nr  the  Ghrand  Army.  An  unani* 
mum  durat  <tf  joy  wdoomed  thia  inteUigenoe^  the  xembeiationa  of 
whkh  were  long  continued  when  it  was  announced  that  the  Emperor 
himadf  woold  lead  them  to  their  new  field  of  glocy.  Eveiy  one  waa 
ardent  in  hope  and  ambitiom,  when  the  praapect  waa  opened  to  him 
of  signaliinng  hinuelf  nndn  the  qre  of  a  chiel^  whose  efibvta  had 
been  constantly  crowned  with  victory,  and  who  waa  the  idol  of  hia 
£)llower8.  Tlie  setting  sun  that  evening  gatTO  them  a  farewell  ^anoe 
at  the  chfii  of  England ;  and  by  the  morTOw*s  dawn  the  vanguard 
was  on  its  way  for  Austerlitz.  For  the  first  time,  accelerated  means 
of  conveyance  were  used  to  transport  the  army  to  its  drstination. 
Twenty  thousand  carriages  were  put  in  requisition,  and,  in  an  almost 
incredibly  sliort  space,  the  troops,  which  had  so  recently  covered  the 
shores  of  the  ocean,  were  bivouacking  upon  the  baukfi  of  the  Khine. 
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On  the  9tli  of  September,  Napoleon  eaiued  the  Bevolntioiuury 
Caleiichr  to  be  fonnelly  aboiluhed,  and  tbe  mondis  and  days  to 
zenune  iheir  ancient  namea  and  divinona.  For  a  long  time  die 
people  had  gcneraUy  diaregazded  the  law  of  the  decades.  A  cele- 
brated malihematician  had  shewn  its  absurdity  at  the  time  of  ita 
institution.  "  Learned  calcnlatioiia*'*  he  said,  "  are  thrown  away  on 
the  subject.  The  decades  are  opposed  to  the  commonest  wants  of 
man.  llie  dirty  shirt  and  rough  beard  of  the  mechanic  and  labourer 
cannot  fail  to  defeat  all  legislative  efforts  that  may  be  made  to 
interfere  with  them."  The  invention  had  been  altogether  foolish 
and  inconvenient,  and  occasioned  much  trouble  and  confusion  in 
political  and  commercial  transactions  at  home  as  well  as  abroad. 

On  the  'i2nd,  the  Emperor  went  in  state  to  the  Senate,  to  announce 
his  intended  departure  for  the  Army.  The  speech  which  he  de- 
liyered  on  thii  oocaaionj  produced,  when  published,  a  lively  sensation 
throughout  Germany.  '*  Senators !  **  he  said,  <*  In  the  present 
dreomatancea  of  Europe,  I  feel  die  necessity  of  explaining  to  you 
my  aentimenti.  I  am  about  to  quit  my  capital,  to  place  myself  at 
the  head  of  the  army,  bear  pranpt  aaaiatanoe  to  my  Allies,  and  defend 
the  deareat  intenat  of  my  peopkw  The  wiahea  of  the  eternal  enemies 
of  the  Ckmtinent  are  aooompliahed.  Hoatilidea  have  oommenoed  in 
tiiemidat  of  Germany.  Auitria  and  Buaaia  have  united  widi  England, 
and  our  generation  is  involved  anew  in  the  «»lMiMti—  of  war.  A  few 
days  since,  I  still  cherished  the  hope  that  peace  would  not  be  dis- 
turbed; but  the  Austrian  army  has  pa«':(Ml  thr  Inn;  Mtmich  is 
invaded ;  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  haa  been  driven  from  lus  capital  j 
and  all  my  hopes  have  vanished. 

"  At  this  moment  it  is,  that  the  baseness  of  the  enemies  of  the 
Continent  is  unveiled.  They  still  fear  the  influence  of  my  profound 
love  of  peace  ;  they  fear,  lest  Austria,  at  the  aspect  of  the  gulf  which 
they  have  sunk  in  her  pathway,  should  recoil,  and  once  more  embrace 
sentiments  of  justice  and  moderation  :  they  have,  therefore,  pre- 
cipitated her  into  war.  I  lament  the  blood  which  this  will  cost  to 
Europe ;  but  the  name  of  France  will  thereby  obtain  new  lustre. 

<*  Senators  t  When  at  your  call,  echoed  by  the  voice  of  the  whole 
French  people,  I  placed  on  my  head  the  Imperial  crown,  I  received 
£mm  yoo,  and  from  erezy  citiaen,  a  pledge,  that  it  ahonld  be  main- 
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tainfid  pore  aid  unsullied  !  My  people,  under  all  circumstances,  hare 
given  me  proof  of  their  confidence  and  attachment.  They  will  hasten 
to  range  themselves  beneath  the  banners  of  the  Emperor  and  his 
army,  which,  before  many  days  have  elapsed,  will  have  passed  the 
frontiers. 

"  ^lagistratcs,  Soldiers,  Citizens  !  You  will  all  strive  to  preserve 
the  country  from  the  influence  of  England ;  who,  if  she  prevailed, 
would  grant  us  none  save  an  ignominious  peace ;  the  principal 
conditiom  of  -wlndi  would  be  llie  oonflagratiaii  of  ovr  naivjr,  die 
destniotion  of  our  ports,  and  the  enwihilarion  of  our  industry.  All 
the  promises  which.  I  gave  to  die  French  people  I  heye  fulfilled; 
and  on  their  part  the  people  hare  hitherto  redeemed  all  their  engage- 
ments. Li  ihese  drcnmstanoes,  so  important  £»  the  national  gliny 
and  nune,  the  people  will  continue  to  merit  the  name  of  Greats  widi 
which  I  first  sainted  them  from  amid  the  field  of  battle.  Frenchmen  1 
Tonr  Emperor  wiU  do  his  dn^;  his  soldiers  will  perform  theirs; 
you  will  discharge  yours  ! " 

The  reply  of  the  Senate  to  this  address  was  a  vote  for  levying 
eifjhty  thousand  men,  and  the  reorganization  of  the  National  Guard. 
The  Tribunate  was  not  less  zealous  in  displaying  its  devotion  and 
attachment.  The  municipality  of  Piu-is,  and  other  public  bodies, 
testified  their  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  Emperor,  and  their 
indignation  agiiinst  England,  Austria,  and  Russia,  by  eulogistic 
addresses.  The  severity  of  the  required  Conscription  seemed  to  be 
everywhere  fi>rgotten,  in  the  hope  of  new  victories,  and  the  shnosk 
certain  ezakation  of  the  power  and  glory  of  France. 

Having  issued  orders  fin:  Hannont  to  advance  fiom  Holland, 
BernadoCte  frmn  Hanover,  and  Maasena  to  assume  the  ofosive 
sgamst  the  Aichdnke  Charles,  in  the  Tyrol,  Ni^oleon,  accompanied 
by  the  Empreas,  quitted  Paria  on  die  24th  of  S^tsmber,  and  fixed 
his  head-quarters  at  Strasburg,  where,  on  die  29di,  he  published  die 
following  proclamation  :  — Soldiers  1  The  war  of  the  triple  coalition 
has  commenced.  The  Austrian  army,  in  violation  of  treaties,  has 
passed  the  Inn,  and  attacked  and  chased  our  Ally  from  his  capital. 
You  have  flown  to  the  defence  of  the  frontier.  A\'e  have  now  to  pass 
tlie  llhiue ;  and,  by  our  presence,  assure  the  independence  of  the 
Germanic  body,  carry  succour  to  our  Allies,  and  confound  the  pride 
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of  unjust  aggressor*.  Wc  must  not  again  be  tempted  to  make  peace 
without  surety :  our  generosity  must  no  longer  mislead  us  from  the 
path  of  sound  policy.    Soldiers !   Your  Emperor  is  in  the  midst  of 

'  you.  You  are  but  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Great  Nation,  which, 
if  necessar)',  is  ready,  at  my  voice,  to  rise  as  one  man,  and  overtlu-ow 
this  new  league,  which  the  hatred  and  gold  of  England  have  formed. 
But,  Soldiers !  we  shall  have  to  make  forced  marches ;  to  endure 
fatigues  and  privations  of  all  kinds :  yet,  whatever  obstacles  may  be 
opposed  to  us,  we  will  surmount  them  all,  nor  rest  till  we  have  planted 
our  eagles  on  the  territory  of  our  enemies." 

I  On  the  1st  of  October,  the  Emperor  crossed  the  Rhine  at  Kehl, 
and  slept  that  night  at  Ettelingen,  where  he  received  the  Elector  of 
Baden,  who  soon  afUrwards  joined  the  Grand  Army  with  such  troops 
as  he  was  able  to  muster.  On  the  approach  of  the  French  to  the 
mountains  of  Wurtcmberg,  the  Duke  had  drawn  up  his  little  army 

I  near  Louisburg  to  offer  a  formal  resistance  to  their  advance,  when  a 
French  aide-de-camp  appeared  to  request  permission  to  paaa.  This 
was  an  onexpectcd  courtesy,  and  gratified  the  Prince  exceedingly; 

I   


Digitized  by  Google 


OPEXINO  OF  THB  CAMPAIGN. 


insomach  that  when  Napoleon  came  ap,  he  was  received  with  ooordial 

welcome  and  invited  to  the  palace  of  Louisburg,  where  he  waa 
lodged  and  entertained  for  two  nit^hts.  The  Duchess  of  Wurtemberg 
(Princess  Royal  of  England)  seems  to  have  been  delighted  with  her 
guest ;  and  when  she  wrote  home  to  London,  did  not  fail  to  express 
her  astonishment  at  finding  the  French  Emperor  so  polite  and  agree- 
able a  person,  and  the  very  reverse  of  what  she  liad  been  taught  to 
expect.  During  the  stay  of  Napoleon  at  Louisburg,  hostilities 
eaaunenoed  on  the  road  from  Stutgard  to  Ubn,  between  dw  ooipa  of 
If  anhal  "Ney  and  some  ligbft  troops  commanded  by  the  Aichdnke 

Hie  plan  ot  die  Emperor  now  begin  to  be  devekped.  MawKal 
Ha^,  and  his  pnpil  Prince  Ferdinand,  bad  fidlen  into  the  old 
Austrian  eixor  of  rappoamg  tbat  bat  one  oonzae  was  capable  of 
being  pursued,  and  that  wbat  had  been  previously  done,  unit  necea- 
sarily,  under  similar  circuniatances,  be  repeated.  Tbe  passes  of  the 
Black  Forest  had  been  the  almost  invariable  route  of  previous  French 
invaders.  To  secure  the  defiles  of  that  forest  had,  therefore,  been 
the  first  object  of  the  Austrian  generals;  who,  for  that  purpose,  had 
taken  possession  of  Ulm,  Memmingen,  and  the  line  of  the  lUer  and 
Danube,  and  fortified  their  positions  with  all  the  care  and  skill  at 
their  command.  The  eagle  eye  of  Napoleon  had  detected  the  error 
in  these  movements  the  instant  it  was  made ;  and  he  at  once  formed 
the  daring  resolution  of  tumiog  the  flank  of  the  enemy,  cutting  him 
off  from  his  own  country  and  resources,  and  reducing  bim  to  the 
necessity  of  surrendering  at  discretion,  or  giving  battle  with  scarcely 
a  possilnlity  of  snocess. 

The  first  operationB  of  the  French  were  calculated  to  oan&m  die 
ddosion  of  the  GeinuDis.  Bemadotte,  eraenatiiig  Hanorer,  and 
traversing  Hesse,  seemed  about  to  unite  with  die  main  army;  while 
Murat,  Ney,  Soult,  Davoust,  Yandammc,  and  armont,  though  each 
had  crossed  the  Rhine  to  the  north  of  Mack's  position,  manosuvred 
so  ss  to  cause  a  belief  that  th^  intended  to  attack  the  Austrians  di- 
rectly in  front.  As  soon  as  it  was  found  that  Mack  and  his  colleagues 
had  fallen  into  the  snaic,  and  the  French  army  was  sufficiently 
advanced  to  render  certain  the  accomplishment  of  the  Emperor's 
object,  Bemadotte  suddenly  turned  to  the  left,  ascended  the  Maine, 
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and  foniMd  ft  junction  with  the  Banunaa  army  at  Wnitslnug — th« 

Elector  now  openly  declaring  his  adherence  to  the  cause  of  Napoleon. 
At  the  same  time,  Soult  directed  his  march  upon  Augsburg  ;  Murat, 
accompauicd  by  Lannes,  upon  ^\'ertingc^;  Ney  upon  Guntzburg;  and 
IXivoujit,  by  the  vulloy  of  the  Nccker,  marched  towards  Nordlingen, 
whore  it  was  intoiuUd  to  concentrate  the  several  divisions  before 
giving  battle  to  Mack  iuul  the  Archduke,  which  was  the  necessary 
preliminary  to  an  advance  on  Vienna, 

On  the  7tih  of  Oetober,  an  engagement  took  plaoe  il  tfie  bridge  of 
Ledk,  wUdi  wm  galliiKdj  but  Tunly  defended  by  the  enemy. 
ColoMl  Wattier  at  llie  bead  of  two  bnndred  dragoona  of  the  oofpa  of 
Mnial  chaaed  tfao  Anatiian^  whoaa  nnmber  greedy  esoeeded  that  of 


dieir  opponenti,  firom  die  liver,  and  left  a  free  paaaage  fx  the  Vtmuitk 
mcacom  the  Baaobe.  On  the  8lb»  Manbd  Soult,  who  bad  abeady 
■jgnmK— J  binadf  in  due  ***T*«g»j  bj  the  ooenpalkm  of  Donawert^ 

at  the  moment  when  an  Austrian  battalinm  was  about  to  destroy  the 
bridge  there,  advanced  against  Augtbuxg :  while  Blurat,  at  the  head 
of  three  divisions  of  cavaby,  in  order  to  interrupt  the  Aoatrian  com> 
munications  with  Uhn,  pressed  forward  to  Wertingen ;  and,  being 
sustained  by  Lanncs  tv-ith  tlie  division  of  Oudinot,  attacked  and 
defeated  with  great  slaughter  an  Austrian  corps  of  twelve  battalions 
of  grenadiers,  made  four  tliousxmd  prinoners,  imhiding  many  t>lUrers 
of  distinction,  and  took  Irom  the  Austrian*  their  colours,  and  two 
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pieces  of  cannon.  Next  day,  the  division  of  Ney  attacked  the  hridges 
of  GxmtKburg,  which  were  defended  hy  the  Archduke  Fecdinand  in 
person,  who  had  adyamoed  from  Ulm  to  guard  the  passages  of  the 
Danube,  and,  if  necessary,  to  secure  his  own  retreat  into  Bohemia. 
Ferdinand  fought  bravely ;  but  after  a  stand  of  two  or  three  hours, 
abandoned  the  field  and  fled,  leading  all  his  guns,  and  three  thousand 
prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  French.  On  the  1 0th,  ^Turat,  Lannes, 
and  Soult  entered  Augsburg;  whence  the  last  named  Generjil  was 
despatched  to  blockade  Menimingen,  a  small  town  to  the  south  of 
Ulm,  and  the  only  line  of  retreat  wliicli  was  left  to  the  enemy,  of 
whose  position  Napoleon  had  now  got  more  than  forty  miles  in  the 
rear  :  having  in  his  progress  drawn  around  Mack  a  series  of  lines  and 
meshes,  like  those  which  the  spider  spreads  with  such  singular  care 
and  prectnon  for  its  prey. 

Hie  Emperor  at  once  fixed  Ids  head-qnarten  Angsburg,  the 
locality  of  whidL  enabled  him  to  watch  enry  movement  of  tlie 
Anrtrians,  and  to  have  the  operationa  of  hia  whole  army  under  hia 
direction.  The  venerable  ^ahop  of  l^reves,  who  entertuned  great 
esteem  for  Niqpoleim,  wdcomed  bim  to  thn  beautifiil  town  wilb  the 
utmost  hospitality.  His  balt»  bowever^  was  but  the  cnmch  of  the 
tiger  before  bis  spring.    Pressing  onward^  be  caused  the  dividons 
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of  the  army,  as  he  overtook  them,  to  pass  in  review  before  him. 
At  tlie  village  of  Zumnershausen,  when  the  ilraf^oons  fikil  past,  a 
soldier  named  Marentc,  who  had  saved  the  life  of  his  captain  at 
the  passage  of  the  Lech,  and  otherwise  distini^iiishctl  himse'll,  was 
piocntrd  to  l\\v  Kmperor.  'i'iie  man  had  been  a  sub-oflRcer,  and  w.xs 
sent  back  iutt)  the  ranks  but  a  few  days  before  tlie  event  wliidi 
brought  him  into  notice.  Napoleon  conferred  upon  him  the  Eagle 
of  the  Legion  of  Homrar;  uid  made  some  obaervetioiis  m  c(mi- 
mendatiom  bis  oonnge  and  good  fedmg.  "I  did  no  more  than 
my  datj,**  aaid  Bfarente;  "my  oqitain  had  certainly  broken  me  for 
•ome  firalte  of  diacq^line^  hot  he  was,  nererthelem,  alwaya  a  brave 
ioldier.'' 

On  the  12di»  Bemadotte  entered  Munich,  having  been  compelled, 
in  order  to  get  thither,  to  march  throagh  the  Prussian  territories  of 
Anspach  and  Bareoth,  and  thus  to  violate  the  neutrality  of  Frederick 
William.  Duroc  was  aent  to  Berlin  to  iqpdogiae  for  thia  infraction ; 
but  the  King,  having  M>mc  compunetioaa  regard  to  the  oath  he  had 
made  with  tlie  Emperor  Alexander,  chose  to  express  himi^elf  in  terms 
of  irritation,  and  to  threaten  a  visitation  of  his  displeasure  upon  the 
French.  Tlie  uniform  successes  of  Napoleon,  however,  of  which  his 
Majesty  from  day  to  day  obtained  intellicence,  restrained  him  from 
issuinff  a  dethiration  of  war.  a-s  there  can  be  no  doubt  tlie  least 
reverse  woidd  have  induced  him  to  do.  In  order,  however,  to  huld 
dbe  bohmoe  between  the  contending  parties  with  something  like 
eqdlibriam,  the  Ftoaaan  monarch,  after  the  movement  of  Bemadotte, 
gave  a  passage  to  die  Bnaaian  army  duoog^  PoMah  Pnuria,  to  enable 
them  to  join  the  lanka  of  the  Anatriana. 

On  dm  I4lh  of  October,  a  German  oorpa  of  ox  thooaand  men  laid 
down  thaar  anna  to  Bfaiahal  Soolt  at  Memmingen;  and  on  the  aame 
day.  Key,  auypealed  by  Lannea,  obtained  a  victory  at  Elchiqgen, 
and  took  possession  of  that  town,  which  waa  considered  the  key  to 
Bohemia.  The  Archduke  Ferdinand  had  not  awaited  the  arrival  of 
the  Fn  IK h  main  body:  but,  at  the  head  of  a  strong  column,  had 
escaped  acro-sH  the  Danube  as  soon  as  the  danger  of  delay  became 
apparent,  leaving  Mack,  his  sect)n(l  in  command,  ch>sely  invested  in 
I  hn.  The  Kmjjeror  had  croKsed  the  Hliine  on  llie  l>t:  it  w;ls  now 
the  14th  of  the  mouth,  aud  the  campoigu  could  scarcely  be  said  U>  be 
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oprnrd ;  yet  the  French  were  masters  of  every  point  on  which  tfaflj 
had  advanced,  and  had  taken  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  pnMnefS. 

Napoleon,  however,  expected  henceforth  to  meet  with  more  vigorous 
resistance ;  and  from  the  heights  before  Uhn  announced  to  his  army 


the  near  prof;pect  of  a  general  action.    He  pointed  out  to  the  soldiers 

that  the  position  of  the  Austrians  was  similar  to  that  of  Mehis  at  | 

INfarengo :  that  the  enemy  was  cvit  off  from  liis  rcsn  vrs  and  resources; 

and  that  speedy  victory  was  ahuost  certain  to  crown  the  efforts  of  the  j 

Grand  Army. 

In  order,  liowever,  to  ascertain  as  nearly  as  possible  the  situation  j 
and  expectations  of  Mack,  Genaal  Segor  was  sent,  on  the  15th,  to  | 
Ulm  to  demand  the  snuaider  of  diat  finrtress.   The  report  made  by 
the  envoy  to  Napoleon  on  his  return  is  highly  graphic :  the  fid- 
lowing  is  an  abridgment.  The  night  was  dark;  a  feailul  hnnicane  i 
raged;  the  rain  fcJl  in  torrents ;  it  was  necessary  to  pass  to  the  cily  | 
by  croas-roads  to  avoid  gnlfi  in  which  man  and  hone  might  baive  I 
foundered.  Tlie  Fnacik  advanced  poets,  main-guards,  videtkea,  and     ,  | 
I    sentinels,  had  all  sought  shelter  fiom  the  storm.  There  were  no  | 
^    I    stars  in  the  heavens,  nor  watch-fires  on  the  ground;  even  the  parks 
j    I     of  artillery  were  deserted.    It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  a 
I         trumpeter  was  at  last  found,  half  drowned  with  mud  and  water,  and  j 

stiff  with  cold,  under  a  wnpri^on,  and  tlience  brought  to  accompany  tlic  ,  | 
messenger.    Arrived  within  the  fortifications  of  Ulm,  the  Austrian  | 
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ooBunander  attencted  in  penon  to  I«ani  the  auanoii  widi  wbidb  Segw 
had  been  entraatad.   He  wm  a  tall,  pale  old  nan,  widi  a  vitadona 

countenance,  overcait  ht  the  moment  with  an  anxiety  which  he  | 
laboured  ineficctually  to  conceal    Napoleon's  demand  was  that  he 
should  capitulate  unless  relieved  within  five  days.    Mack,  relying  i 
upon  the  arrival  of  succour  from  Vienna,  and  on  the  advance  of  the  i 
Russians,  demanded  eight.    He  was  not  aware,  and  seemed  little 
disposed  to  believe,  that  the  Frencli  were  masters  of  the  line  of  tlie  i 
Inn  and  of  Munich.     *'  I'lm,"  he  siiid,  "  would  cost  ten  thousand  ; 
men  to  reduce  it,  if  less  strongly  fortified,  and  witli  less  abundant  ' 
provisions.    As  it  is,  we  can  hold  out  long  enough.    We  have  three 
thousand  horaea  within  the  walls,  upon  which  we  will  feed  ratlier 
lihan  voneoder.**   Scgur,  who  had  no  andkority  to  grant  move  dm 
aix  daya  at  dia  utmoot,  aoir  retired,  after  infimiing  die  General  diat  | 
he  had  direetuwa  from  die  Eo^eror  to  traaanit  oiden  to  Manhal    |  I 
Ney,  in  paanng,  on  hia  retorn,  to  eommenoe  the  attack  at  day-bceaL       j  | 
The  aitnation  of  Mack  waa  more  critical  than  from  hia  wittdug  waa    |  j 
likely  to  be  suspected.   Hia  pnmrions  were  abort,  and  his  soldiers  | 
and  officers  without  energy.    He  htmaelf  entertained  considerable  | 
dread  of  Ney,  whom  a  sli^  interemiae,  by  means  of  flags,  during  the  | 
campaign  had  shexi-n  to  be  uncourteous,  impatient,  and  fierce.    From  | 
that  chief  nothing  was  to  be  expected  but  rigour.    The  Austrian     |  ! 
commander  wished,  therefore,  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  falling  into  his     !  | 
hand^,  on  an  assault.    On  the  morning  of  the  IGth,  therefore,  Prince     \  i 

■ 

Maurice  of  Lichten.stein  w:is  despatdied  to  Napoleon's  head-quarters  i 

at  the  abbey  of  Elchingen,  to  treat  for  as  favourable  terms  as  could  j 

be  obtained.  The  Emperor,  wlm  waa  inn  wretdiedbivoaa^  in  which  |  ' 
it  waa  noecaaary  to  Uy  phmka  to  keep  hia  feet  ont  of  the  wator,  had 

joat  received  die  rapitelation,  aigned  die  day  befare,  tor  the  anrrender  | 

of  Memmiagen,  when  Ticbtwiatfin  waa  brought  into  hia  preaence.  , 
The  Friace  waa  awtfacriwid  to  conaent  to  the  evacoation  of  Ulm,  on 

condition  that  dm  ganriaan  ahodd  be  petmitted  to  letnm  to  Anatria.  | 
The  proposal  drew  a  naile  from  the  Emperor.   "  'What  reason  can 

I  have,"  he  aaked  "to  comply  with  your  requeat?   In  a  week  yon  j 

will,  be  in  my  power  withoot  conditions.    I  am  perfectly  acquainted  i 

with  your  situation.    Yon  expect  the  advance  of  the  Russians,  who  j 

can  acaroely  baTO  arrived  yet  an  Bohemia.  And  then,  if  1  allow  you  { 


I 
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to  depart^  what  guarantee  hsn  I  that  yonr  lioopa  will  not  he  untied 

with  those  of  Russia  and  made  to  fight  against  me  ?  Your  generab 
have  often  deceived  me  thus ;  and  I  will  not  again  be  their  ready 
dupe.  At  Marengo  I  suffered  Melas  to  march  with  his  forces  from 
Alessandria ;  and  two  months  afterwards  ^forean  had  to  fight  the 
same  men,  notwithstanding  the  most  solemn  promises  on  the  part  of 
your  Government  to  conclude  peace.  After  such  conduct  as  I  have 
experienced  from  the  Austrian  Cabinet,  I  trust  to  no  engagement 
The  war  is  not  of  my  seeking — it  has  been  a  violation  of  faith 
throughout;  and  although  your  General,  Mack,  might  pledge  himself, 
he  haa  not  the  power  to  keep  his  word,  as  concerns  his  armj.  Were 
the  Archduke  Ferdmand  atiU  with  yon,  and  were  he  to  hind  himd^ 
I  mig^  confide  in  his  word,  hecanae  he  would  he  reaponnUe  Sate 
the  condttiona»  and  wonld  not  he  diahononred.  But  I  am  aware  that 
he  has  qnitted  Vha,  and  passed  the  Dannhe;  however,  I  know  how 
to  reach  him." 

Idchtenstein  penistedj  that  the  tenns  he  had  ofiered  were  the  taJj 

concessions  upon  which  the  army  would  capitulate.  "  Return  to  your 
General,  then,"  replied  the  Emperor,  "  and  inform  him  that  I  cannot 
grant  what  he  requires.  Here  is  the  capitulation  of  Memmingen. 
Carry  it  to  Marshal  Mack,  and  tell  him  I  can  grant  no  other  terms  of 
surrender.  Your  officers  alone  can  be  allowed  to  return  to  Austria : 
the  soldiers  must  remain  prisoners.  He  must  be  brief  in  his  deeision, 
for  I  have  no  time  to  lose ;  and  the  longer  he  delays  the  worse  he  will 
render  his  own  situation  and  that  of  his  army.  To-morrow  I  shall 
have  here  the  corps  which  took  Memmingen^  and  their  arrival  may 
put  a  difierent  complexion  on  the  matter." 

The  Prince  was  conducted  back  to  Ulm;  and  the  aame  evening 
Mack  wrote  to  die  Emperor  deploring  the  neoeantiea  of  his  sitwation, 
and  placing  himadf  at  Niqpdeon'a  mercy.  Nest  nunning  Bertfner 
went  to  Ulm;  and  in  die  evening  retomed  with  the  capitnlation,  by 
which  the  whole  anny  snnendered.  The  next  day.  Mack  paid  a 
visit,  at  Elchingen,  to  Napoleon,  who  treated  him  with  the  greatest 
kindness  and  respect ;  and  is  said  to  have  drawn  from  him  many  of  the 
secrets  of  the  coalition,  as  respected  their  designs  and  ulterior  objects. 
It  has  been  suspected  that  Mack  sold  the  fortress  to  the  Emperor  ; 
this,  however,  is  unsupported  by  facts.    Napoleon,  before  quitting 
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Stiwiwig,  lud  obiemd,  **  Tlie  plu  of  Hack's  canpngn  it  Mttledj 
the  *\iv*^  ioAM  are  «t  mm.  Hthe  memy  oobbm  to  meet  me,  I  will 
drntraj  him  befine  he  has  rcguned  the  Daniibe :  if  he  waiti  fixr  me» 
I  win  mnpnie  him  between  Angthoig  and  Ulm.**  Mack  evidendy 

was  surprised,  and  appears  to  have  been  under  the  tame  apell  which 
had  io  often  paralysed  the  Aoatrian  generals,  when  opposed  to  the 
superior  genius  of  Napoleon;  and  which  rendered  it  as  imposcible 
for  him  to  avert  the  threatened  danger  by  anticipation,  as  to  encounter 
it  when  it  cainc.  Tliis  want  of  resolution  and  forethought  appears  to 
have  been  the  extent  of  Mack's  culpability ;  and  this  was  shared  to 
its  full  extent,  and  even  exceeded,  by  the  Archduke  Ferdinajul,  who 
has  never  received  any  portion  of  the  censure  due  to  the  whole  of  the 
generals  who  suffered  themselves  to  be  so  i  jErrcgiously  outwitted. 

On  the  20th,  the  French  army  being  drawn  up  on  the  heights  near 
TDm,  with  bands  playing  and  colours  flying,  the  gates  of  the  city 
were  opened,  and  die  Avitrian  army  adTanoed  in  tilence,  and  dowly 
filed  off,  oorps  by  corps,  to  lay  down  ill  amis,  at  a  spot  whidi  had 
been  prerioaBly  agreed  upon.  Twenty-aeven  Aonaand  men  that  day 
became  piinmnB  of  France ;  which,  added  to  those  Tpmomfy  cap- 
tared,  and  Ae  killed  and  womded,  made  the  Austrian  loss  amonnt 
to  nearly  $tty  dionsand  men,  besides  an  immense  yiantity  of  ***"***t*j, 
haggi^,  and  military  stores,  and  about  diree  thousand  five  bnndrad 
horsey  OB  which  a  division  of  dragoons,  which  had  come  from 
Boulogne  on  foot,  were  mounted.  Fifteen  dap  before,  the  confidence 
of  the  Allied  Powers  is  said  to  have  been  such,  that,  not  content  with 
humblint^  France,  and  resuming  the  territories  she  had  added  to  her 
domain,  they  had  proceeded  to  dispose  of  her  as  a  conquered  country 
— a  portion  of  the  appropriation  being,  the  award  of  Lyons  to  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  in  com{K'nBation  for  the  temporary  occupation  of 
Hadmcat  The  reverses  experienced  must,  under  these  circum- 
stances,  hanre  been  peonliaily  mortifying. 

Doling  dm  evacnation,  which  lasted  neaily  Ae  wholo  day,  Napo- 
leoa  waa  posted  on  a  little  hiD,  in  firent  of  the  centra  of  his  aimy. 
Here  he  received  the  Anstaian  genends,  to  die  munber  of  eighteen, 
who  came  to  pi^  tfasir  respeets  to  him  era  Aej  departed  home,  on 
parole.  Among  them  was  Mack,  Prince  lichtenslifa,  Klenao,  and 
Ginky,  with  eae  whoae  position  might  hcra  been  MMiderad  delieate 
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—  General  Frcsncl,  a  French  Bourbonist,  who  had  been  content  to 
bear  arms  against  his  country.  Napoleon  treated  all  with  respect, 
and  offered  wliat  consolation  he  could  for  their  misfortunes.  "  Gen- 
tlemen," he  said,  "  I  regret  that  so  many  brave  men  should  be 


J  victims  to  the  folly  of  a  Cabinet  wliich  entertains  absurd  projects, 
I  and  bcruples  not  to  impugn  the  dignity  of  the  Austrian  nation,  by 
selling  the  services  of  its  generals.  Your  names  arc  known  to  mc, 
and  arc  honourably  remembered  wherever  you  have  fought.  Examine 
the  conduct  of  those  by  whom  you  have  been  compromised.  What 
could  be  more  iniquitous  than  their  coming  to  attack  me  without  a 
pre>'ious  declaration  of  war  i  It  is  criminal  thus  to  bring  upon  the 
nations  a  foreign  invasion ;  to  betray  Europe  by  introducing  into  her 
'  disputes  hordes  of  Asiatics.  In  sound  poUcy,  the  Aulic  Council, 
instead  of  attacking  me,  should  have  sought  my  alliance  to  drive 
back  the  Russians  to  the  North.  The  imion  formed  with  those 
barbarians  will  apj)ear  a  monstrous  tiling  in  history.  It  is  a  compact 
of  the  dogs  and  shcjiherds  with  wolves,  against  the  sheep  —  a  thing 
which  could  never  have  been  conceived  by  a  statesman."  Mack, 


AUSTRIAN  PRISOMSRS. 


with  more  truth  than  prndence,  replied  to  this  addreas,  that  his 
Sovereign,  the  Emperor  of  Autriay  had  been  forced  into  the  war  by 
RuMia.  "  In  that  caw,**  said  N^q^leon,  "  you  no  longer  exist  as  an 
independent  nation.*'  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  French 
Emperor  was  die  first  to  entertain  any  apprehension  eonceniing  Uie 
encroachments  of  Russian  power.  Tlie  other  Continental  States 
seem  to  have  dreaded  the  advance  of  dvilisation  much  more  than 
any  irruption  of  barbarism. 

A  circumstance,  connected  with  the  intcrWew  above  mentioned,  has 
been  noticed  as  setting  the  character  of  Napoh  on  in  its  true  light. 
A  general,  more  remarkable  for  his  petulance  tlian  his  wit,  repeated 
aloud  an  expression,  said  to  have  been  uttered  by  one  of  the  soldiers, 
in  ridicule  of  the  vanquished  Austrians.  The  Emperor,  who  had 
cau|^'ht  the  words,  was  liighly  displeased  ;  and  sent  one  of  his  aides-de- 
camp  to  tell  the  officer  to  retire,  saying  to  those  near  him,  *'  He  must 
have  little  respect  for  himself  who  insults  meu  in  misfortune."  j 

The  garrison  of  Ulm,  with  the  other  prisoners  taken  during  this 
campaign,  were  sent  to  France,  where,  by  the  directions  of  Napoleon, 
they  were  distributed  among  the  agriculturists  and  manufacturers,  that  < 
their  labour  might  onnpensate  for  that  of  die  conscripts  required  fin: 
the  service  of  die  oonntry ;  an  arrangement  which  is  said  to  have 
given  pcrfoct  sadsfiictum,  both  to  die  prisoners  and  their  employers, 
and  to  have  had  an  exceedingly  good  eflbct  in  softening  the  hardships 
of  war.  Doling  the  oght  days  diat  the  iVendi  troops  had  passed  in 
die  nei^bondiood  ci  TJlm,  it  had  rained  ahnoit  incessandy.  The 
soldiers  marched  np  to  their  knees  in  mire ;  and  die  Emperor  himself  ' 
had  not  been  once  onbooted.  As  the  Austrians  filed  off  befixre 
Elchingen,  the  sun  shone  out,  and  the  weather  suddenly  became 
dear.  Mack  returned  to  \'ienna,  to  be  committed  to  a  dungeon,  in 
a  remote  part  of  the  Austrian  dominions;  and  Napoleoin  went  bock 
to  the  Bishop's  palace,  at  Augsburg,  to  sketch  a  new  series  of  warlike 

adventures.  I 

I 

On  the  21st  of  October,  Napoleon  published  tlie  following  address  j 

to  his  ;u-mv: — "  Soldiers  of  the  Grand  Armv!    In  fifteen  days  we  > 

have  made  a  great  campaign.  "What  wo  proposed  to  ourselves  we  ; 
have  accomplished.     ^\'e  have   cha-sed  the  Austrian   troops  from 

Bavaria.    That  army,  which,  came  forth  with  so  mucli  ostcutution  to  i 
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insult  our  own  fiontien,  is  aauuhikted.  But  -n-hat  importB  tliis  to 
England,  so  long  as  her  aim  is  accomplished?  AVliile  we  are  kept 
at  a  distance  from  Boulogne,  her  subsidies  will  not  be  diminished.  Of 
a  hundred  thousand  men  that  were  brought  against  us  sixty  thousand 
are  prisoners,  who  have  been  sent  to  rei)lace  oiu-  conscripts  serving 
in  the  campaign.  Two  himdred  pieces  of  cannon,  with  all  the 
magazines  and  stores,  ninety  stand  of  colours,  and  the  most  celebrated 
generals  of  the  enemy,  have  fallen  into  our  hands.  There  have  not 
ewaped  xu  more  than  fifteen  thousand  men. 

"Soldienl  laanoiiBoed  to  you  my  expectatMoa  of  agreat  Iwlde; 
Int,  durough  the  nnskOfnl  mameaTrea  of  the  enemy,  we  haye  obtained 
the  same  adyantagea  without  enooontering  the  same  riaks;  and,  what 
ia  acaroely  ooooaivabla  in  the  history  of  nationfl,  tiiia  great  result  has 
accnied,  witkoat  mfeeUing  oanelrw  hytl^  loss  of  more  than  fifteen 
hundred  men  in  killed,  wounded,  and  pntoners. 

"  Soldiera !  Tliis  soooess  is  due  to  your  confidence  in  your  Emperor, 
your  patience  in  supporting  fetigwiw  and  privations  of  all  kinds,  and 
your  rare  intrepidi^:  but  we  must  not  rest  here.  You  are  impatient 
to  commence  a  second  campaign.  That  Russian  army,  which  the  gold 
of  Ent^land  has  transported  from  the  extremity  of  the  universe,  must 
experience  £rom  our  hands  the  same         In  this  warfiure,  the  honour 
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of  the  Infimtry  ii  espeatSfy  ooncomed.  They,  for  the  seeimd  time, 
are  required  to  decide  the  qnestioii  which  they  first  determined  <m 
the  pleins  of  Holhmd  and  amid  the  mountaiiiB  of  Switserlandj  whether 
the  French  infimtry  is  the  firat  or  the  aeoond  in  Enrope.  lime  are 
no  generala  againat  whom  I  can  acquire  glory.  All  my  care  will  be 
to  obtain  yietory  widi  the  leaat  poadble  efibnon  of  Uood.  My 
soldiers  arc  my  children!** 

It  ia  acarcely  possible  to  appreciate  properly  the  excitement 
wrought  among  soldiers  by  such  an  address,  firom  a  leader  like 
Napoleon.  It  was  inspiration.  Every  man  became  a  hero  in  his 
own  opinion,  and  was  thus  prepared  for  achievements  which  he  would 
formerly  have  shrunk  at  the  recital  of,  or  utterly  discredited. 

'llie  Emperor.  ha>'ing  gained  intelligence  of  the  advance  of  tlie 
Russians,  who  had  already  entered  Lintz,  where  carts  and  waggons 
were  being  collected  to  send  them  forward  to  the  Rhine,  quitted 
Augsburg,  and  hastened  to  Munich,  which  he  entered  on  the  24th. 
The  Elector  had  not  yet  returned  to  his  capital ;  but  the  Bava- 
rians, in  raptxures  witli  their  Liberator,  made  the  day  of  his  arrival  a 
public  holiday,  and  at  night  illuminated  the  dty.  The  French  now 
preased  on  into  the  heart  of  Gennanj»  croaabg  die  Iser  hy  all  die 
bridges  along  their  line,  and  approadied  rapidly  to  the  Inn.  The 
Emperor  hinudf  took  the  road  to  MnUdor^  whence  l3ie  Bnanana  had 
jnat  retreated,  on  hearing  of  the  fill  of  Uln.  Beyond  diia  place  not 
a  bridge  had  been  left  atanding.  Tbe  French,  however,  were  well 
prepared  for  greater  obstacles  than  this ;  and  cantbued  their  march,  ^ 
with  little  dday,  to  Saltzbui^,  Braunan,  and  Lintz,  cautiously  ibl-  i 
lowing  the  route  of  the  retiring  Russians.  At  lints,  Napoleon  was 
visited  by  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  and  his  son :  and  here  Doroc 
rejoined  him,  after  his  mission  to  Berlin.  It  was  in  this  town,  also,  ' 
that  he  received  ol  the  operationa  of  the  other  diviaiona  of 

the  army. 

Two  days  after  the  capitulation  of  Vim,  Murat,  with  liis  division,  | 
which  formed  the  left  wing  of  the  Grand  Army,  invested  Trochtel-  i 
frugen,  and   forced  it   with   a  garrison  of  ten  thousand  men  to  ' 
capitulate.    Massena,  meanwhile,  after  some  fighting  in  Italy,  had 
crossed  the  Adige  at  Verona,  obtained  possession  of  ISt.  Michel,  and 
pursuing  his  victories,  attacked  and  defeated  the  Archduke  Charles  J 
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at  Caldiero,  where  the  latter  had  strongly  posted  himself  widi  liit 
army  of  upwards  of  eighty  thousand  men.  The  last  assault  took 
place  on  the  30th,  and  gave  to  the  French  five  thousand  additional 
prisoners,  besides  compelling  the  Archduke  to  a  precipitate  retreat 
throurjh  the  mountain  passes  of  Carinthia  into  Hungary,  whence  he 
hoped  to  be  able  to  cmerpjc  in  time  to  defend  his  brother's  cajntal, 
which  was  threatened  by  the  rapid  advance  of  Napoleon  in  person. 
At  the  same  time,  tlie  Archduke  John  was  sorely  prrs'^rd  in  the  T)To1 
by  the  intrepid  gallantry  of  Ney,  who,  having  led  his  army  into  that 
mountainous  coimtry,  by  paths  previously  deemed  impracticable,  had 
already  obtained  poflseenon  of  Ae  fitt'liesna  of  Sehwarti  and  Neii> 
Btadt^  and  was  investing  Innsprack.  Under  diese  circiuiMtanoea, 
Frinoo  John,  abandoning  die  Tyrol,  hastened,  with  all  die  finroea  he 
could  save  from  his  pnnuen,  after  Prince  Gharlee,  into  Hungary. 

From  the  whole  series  of  admirably  cononred  and  well  ezecated    ;  ] 
manoBttvret  of  Ibe  French  Emperor,  by  which  the  enemy  had  been  ' 
expelled  from  the  Vorarlberg,  the  Tyrol,  and  the  KorUi  of  Italy,  and 
every  division  of  the  army  left  at  liberty  to  act  in  concert  upon  any  ' 
given  point,  the  capture  of  Vienna,  the  moment  it  should  be  assailed,  1 
became  certain.    The  combined  Austrian  and  Kussian  armies  were 
in  full  retreat  before  the  advancing  columns  of  Napoleon,  and  scarcely  ] 
ventured  to  halt  for  rest  or  refreshment.    Their  march  was  directed 
towards  Mora\'ia,  where  the  Grand  Russian  Army,  with  the  Emperor 
Alexander,  had  now  arrived ;  and  where  it  seemed  to  be  the  purpose 
of  the  Allies  to  assemble  for  a  general  and  decisive  elibrt.    An  i 
attempt  was  made  to  save  the  Austrian  capital,  by  calling  upon  the 
inhabitants  to  rise  em  mataef  but  it  was  soon  discovered  that  Ae 
fertificationi  were  in  audi  dinepair,  and  the  organiiation  of  the  people 
ao  defecdve,  that  reaistanoe  could  have  no  effect  but  to  provokie  fihe 
the  plunder,  if  not  the  destructum,  of  the  city.    On  die  7lh  of  i 
November,  therefore,  the  Emperor  Francis  with  his  fimiily  quitted 
Vienna!— that  imperial  city  which  for  ages  had  not  bdield  the  front  | 
of  an  armed  foe — to  place  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the 
Russians,  whose  head-quarters  were  now  at  Brunn  in  Moravia.  | 

A  last  feeble  hope  lay  in  the  chance  that  Napoleon  might  be      i  I 
induced  to  ncEjociatc.    Count  (iiulay,  one  of  the  generals  who  had 
been  included  in  the  capitulation  of  Ulm,  was,  therefore,  sent  with  a  . 
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ikg  of  trace  to  liati,  to  pn^KMO  an  ambticc,  prcvioiulj,  it  wu 
vaged,  to  negotuKXDg  for  a  general  pmcc.  TIk-  dcvicr-,  liowcver,  was 
too  transparent  Time  was  wanted  to  allow  tlic  two  Archdukes  to 
form  a  junction  with  the  Russians  beneath  the  walls  of  Vienna.  The 
troops  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  were  not  cvr  n  mmtionrd  in  the  pro- 
posal, though,  had  tliere  been  any  serious  inti-nlinn  of  treating  on  fair 
terms,  they  would  certainly  not  liave  been  omitted.  Napoleon,  after 
hearing  the  message  ot  (iiulay,  merely  «)b>(Tved  that,  though  he  had 
a  sincere  desire  for  peace,  he  could  nut,  under  existing  ciri  um>t.ince8, 
suspend  his  opcratioiu ;  and  that  if  the  Austrian  Court  was  anxious  to 
bring  the  war  to  a  apeedy  termination,  it  mntt  indnde  iti  al&a  in 
tho  armiidoe.  In  the  meantime,  bodi  parties  night  fight  while  die 
pidiminariea  of  a  treaty  were  being  arranged. 

The  army  ooutinued  to  adTanoe,  gaining  in  its  progress  several 
minor  victories  at  MMrienaei,  Ulrhenbach,  Lambach,  Lovers,  and  j 
Amstetten,  till  the  division  of  Marshal  Mortier  reached  the  village 
of  DemAein,  where  it  enooontercd  a  large  body  of  Russians  and  { 
Austrians,  and  received  a  severe  check,  losing  several  men  and  three  i 
eagles.    This  was  the  first  reverse  which  the  French  had  experi- 
enced during  the  campaign,  and,  although  sliL^ht  in  itself,  it  annoyed 
Napoleon  exce<'dingly ;  detaining  him  for  more  than  two  days  at  tlie 
village  of  Polten,  where  he  happened  to  Vm-  when  intelligence  of  the  ! 
disaster  reached  him.    (iiulay,  at  this  time,  agiiin  enileavoured  to 
open  negiH  iatiun^  to  save  the  Austrian  capital;  but  Najwleon  would  ' 
now  listen  to  nu  proposal  unless  Venice  and  the  Tyrol  were  placed 
in  his  hands  to  goarantee  die  aincerity  of  the  Allied  Fowers — terms 
whidi  Francis,  in  his  torn,  indignandy  rejected.    On  the  13th  of  { 
November,  die  advanced  guard  of  die  Grand  Army  vras  in  the 
•nborbs  of  Vienna,  and  in  possesrion  of  all  the  roads  leading  to  the 
city.  A  bold  stratagem  of  Murtt  and  Lannea,  two  of  the  bravest 
generals  in  an  army  where  all  the  leaders  were  distinguished  for 
courage  and  enterprise,  won  the  proud  capital  of  the  proudest  royal 
house  in  Europe,  without  imposing  upon  their  followers  tlie  neccsti^ 
of  striking  a  single  blow.    Riding  forward  in  advance  of  the  troops, 
the  two  .Marshals  olwerved  a  nuniber  of  Austrians  preparing  to  l)li)W 
up  the  bri(!g<'  of  Tabor.     'iliey  instantly  -^aw  the  atlvantage  that 
might  be  gained  iT  this  work  of  destruction  could  be  delayed;  and. 
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giving  directions  to  the  officers  v,-]\o  accompanied  them  for  the 
approach  of  the  soldiers  at  a  concerted  signal,  they  pushed  straight 
onward  to  the  middle  of  the  bridge,  and  at  once  entered  into  cool 
and  composfd  conversation  with  the  officers  who  were  directing  the 
works.  Rumoui-9  of  an  armistice  had  been  for  some  days  current; 
and  it  was  known  that  Count  Giulay  >\as  still  at  Napoleon's  head- 
quarters. Mural  and  Lannes  spoke  of  tliis,  and  treated  it  as  a  matter 
of  oertaiiitj  that  hostilities  were  about  to  be  suspended.  The  attention 
of  tihe  Aiutriana  was  thus  dimted  finmi  its  proper  object,  while  a 
oolimm  of  grenadienj  having  reached  die  Daanbe,  rnshed  upon  the 
bridge,  being  protected  from  ihe  fire  of  the  enemy  by  the  preeenoe 
ei  several  Austrian  officers  between  them  and  the  betteriea.  Hie 
materia]s  and  implements  tot  destroying  lihe  bridge  were  in  a  moment 
thrown  into  the  water,  the  cannon  intended  to  protect  ihe  passage 
seized,  and  the  French  soldiers  placed  in  nndispnted  possession  of 
the  Austrian  capital.  The  German  officers  were  not  a  little  chagrined 
on  discovering  that  they  were  prisoners  of  war,  and  that  their  blunder 
had  enabled  the  Imperial  Eagle  of  France  to  be  exalted  in  triumph 
above  tlie  Griffin  Eagle  of  Austria,  even  on  the  turrets  of  the  anaent 
palace  of  Charles  Y.,  the  vanquisher  of  the  great  and  gallant  Francis. 

This  surprise  was  of  the  utmost  importance  in  all  its  consequences. 
Not  only  did  it  secure  to  the  French  the  occupation  of  Vienna,  with 
its  immense  military  stores,  arms,  and  clothing,  but  it  interposed 
an  insurmountable  barrier  to  the  junction  of  the  Archdukes  Charles 
and  John  wxdi  the  Russians.  Napoleon  at  once  established  his 
head-qnaiters  at  the  palace  of  Sehonbronn,  whenoe  he  issued  ordert 
finr  concentrating  aUlus  fiwces,  which  beneefinrtih  directed  their  march 
i^n  Vienna  from  emy  quarter,  in  order  that  ihey  wSf^  be  pre- 
pared to  act  deoiiivefy  against  die  oomhoned  armies  of  the  ArchdiAes, 
or  that  of  the  Bnssians,  iriiiehever  should  be  most  within  readi,  or 
the  defeat  of  which  should  offer  the  greatest  advantage.  The  day 
after  the  Emperor  entered  Vienna,  the  authorities  of  that  dly,  with 
M.  de  Bubna  at  their  head,  repaired  to  Schonbrunn  to  present  die 
homage  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  victor,  and  to  petition  for  clemency 
in  hi<  administration.  Napoleon  spoke  kindlv  to  the  deputation,  and 
directed  tlie  publication  of  an  order  of  the  day,  in  wliich  he  com- 
manded the  soldiers  to  obeerye  the  strictest  discipline,  and  to  pay  the 
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most  implicit  respect  to  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens.  A 
few  days  previously,  he  had  performed  an  act  which  deserves  to  he 

j  recorded ;  not  as  a  mere  instance  of  generosit\',  which,  after  the  many 
anecdotes  of  active  jihilanthropy  already  noticed,  would  be  super- 
fluous, but  as  marking  more  strongly  the  chju-acter  of  the  man.  Just 
before  his  entr>'  into  Vienna,  Napoleon,  riding  along  the  ruad,  dressed 
as  usual  in  liis  favourite  uniform  of  a  Colonel  of  the  Guard,  met  an 
open  carriage  in  which  was  a  lady  weeping,  and  an  aged  ecclesiastic. 
Th6  Eittpcsw  fdnod  Idi  lume,  and  enquired  of  die  kdjr  lihe  came  of 
lier  lean.  Bho  replied: — "  My  country-house,  about  two  leagnea 
hence,  liaa  been  pillaged  by  soldien,  wbo  bare  mnrdered  my 
gardener.  I  go  to  aeek  tbe  En^eior,  who  knew  my  fiunOy,  and 
win,  I  doubt  nol^  protect  na.**  Napoleon  enquired  ber  name.  "  De 
Bunny,**  waa  tbe  reply;  "  I  am  tbe  dangbter  <tf  M.  de  Marboeu^ 
ibnnerly  governor  of  Corrict.**'— ^  I  am  ddigbted.  Madam,**  CTCilaimed 
the  Emperor,  at  the  same  time  infinrming  ber  who  he  was,  "  to  bave 
an  opportuni^  to  be  serriceaUe  to  you.   Be  i^eased  to  wait  finr  me 

I  at  head-quarters  :  I  will  see  you  there  prcaently.  All  who  are  of  tbe 
£unily  of  De  Marbocuf  have  a  right  to  my  regard."  A  picquet  was 
assigned  from  the  chasseurs  of  his  own  Guard  to  escort  the  lady ;  and 
the  P'mperor,  after  expressing  his  regret  for  what  had  happened,  and 
almost  offering  personal  excuses  for  the  injure-,  hastened  forward  to 
give  directions  for  tracing  and  punishing  the  delinquents.     On  his 

i     return,  Madame  de  Ihmny  was  honoured  with  the  most  marked 

[  attentions ;  and,  when  she  departed,  her  losses  were  indemnified  with 
princely  munificence. 

ITie  occupation  of  \'ienna.  Napoleon  well  knew  would  be  of  little 
consequence,  unless  it  were  followed  up  by  the  defeat  of  tbe  Biwmma 
and  <^  "Pnaoe  duurles.  Having,  therefore,  appointed  General  Clark 
Goremor  of  tbe  capital,  and  left  Mortier  and  Marmont  to  protect  it, 
witb  ordem  to  keep  tbe  roada  of  Italy  and  Hungary,  be  advanced,  in 
peraon,  widi  tbe  diviaiona  of  Murat  and  Lannea,  towards  Znaim,  in 
Monnria.  On  tbe  day  of  bia  departue,  die  15lb,  tbe  advamoed  guard 
of  the  French  overtook  tbe  rear  of  die  retreating  Russian  army,  at 
PloUabrunn,  wbere  a  aeven  action  ensued,  peibapa  on  tbe  whole  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  French ;  though  the  enemy  waa  unable  to 
make  a  stand,  and  contittued  bia  ffi^^t.  In  tbis  engagement,  General 
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Oodinot  vas  wounded,  and  the  temporaxy  command  of  hit  coipa  in 
oomeqnenoe  giyen  to  Duroc,  who  liad  been  daring-  die  whole 

campaign  exceedingly  eager  to  distingiuBh  himself.  Next  day,  a 
similarly  indeciave  battle  was  fought  between  Soult  and  the  Buadana 

at  Juntcrsdorf. 

Marshal  Ney,  in  the  meantime,  had  acquitted  himself  "  with  his 
customary  valour  and  iiittHiijencc."  On  tliu  Kith  of  ISovember,  he 
entered  lunspruck,  the  Tyrolcse  capital,  and,  in  the  arsenal,  found 
sixteen  thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  an  immense  quantity  of  annuu- 
nition.  Among  utlicr  prizes  in  this  place  were  two  Hags,  which, 
during  the  last  war,  had  been  taken  from  the  76th  regiment,  than 
whom  none  had  exhibited  higher  courage  during  the  present  cam- 
paign, and  to  whom  the  loaa  of  their  oolouit  had  been  a  conitaat 
source  of  profisund  affliction.  Iheee  flags  were  now  found  among  the 
tnqphiea  which  had  been  preserved  at  Lm^nrodc,  and  at  the  inter- 
cession of  an  officer,  were  fermallj  reatoied  by  Ney  to  die  r^fiment. 
The  soldiers  went,  i&  a  ^^7»  to  the  aiaenal,  and  the  Teterana,  aa 
their  long  lamented  colonxa  were  taken  from  the  waDa,  shed  tears  of 
joy,  whilst  the  yoimg  conscripts  exhibited  almost  equal  enthufliaam 
at  ha^nng  assisted  in  the  recapture  of  ensigns  which  had  been  so  much 
talked  of,  and  so  deeply  regretted  by  their  seniorB.  The  Emperor, 
wlirn  informed  of  the  circumstances  of  this  scene,  diroctrd  that  its 
remembrance  should  be  preserved  by  a  painting  worthy  of  the  subject. 
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ITicy  who  have  accused  Napoleon  of  want  of  sjitipathy,  appear  to 
have  forgotten  that  his  biography  is  full  of  such  inciilentfi  as  Uiis. 

On  the  1 7th.  Napoleon  fixed  ]ii(<  head-quarters  at  /naim,  whence 
they  were  succcwiively  transferred  to  I'ortlitz  and  Hrunn  :  the  Ku*- 
fiian.4,  at  each  remove,  sustaining  a  new  tliough  unimportant  defeat. 
Brunn  had  been  evacuated  a  few  hours  only  before  the  arrival  of 
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the  French,  and  the  magazines  were  foil  of  stores,  as  if  tkey  had 
been  k*  pt  by  firiends.  Here  Kellenmiii,  with  four  regiments  of  liglit 
cavalry  from  the  corps  of  Bernadottc,  joined  the  Grand  Army,  having 
left  the  Marshal  himself  and  General  Wrede  (the  commander  of  the 
Bavarian  cavalry  )  at  Iglau,  i&  Bohemia,  exhausted  with  pursuing  the 
Archduke  Ferdinand. 

On  the  28th,  Napoleon  gave  audience  to  M.  de  Stadion  and  Count 
Giiday,  who  came  to  him  again  to  solicit  peace.  The  conduct  of 
Austria,  however,  had  been  insincere  throughout;  and  though  the 
French  Emperaar  wished  lot  peace,  he  waa  not  indined  to  dispense 
with  the  j^ecaataoii  adopted  at  die  commencement  of  tihia  war,  dut 
surety  must  accompeny  peace,  and  generosity  be  tempered  by  sound 
poliiy.  Nererdieless,  as  he  had  expected  that  orertnres  ftr  aocommo- 
daSion  would  speedfly  follow  the  many  aignal  defeats  of  ihe  eneany, 
he  had  sent  for  Tldleyrand,  the  Minister  for  Fordgn  Affiant,  to 
Vienna,  to  conduct  any  ncgociations  that  mi^t  be  required.  To 
this  consninmato  diphunatist  the  Austrian  envoys  were  now  referred : 
and,  to  prove  that  he  was  in  earnest,  or  at  least  to  be  enabled  to  claim 
the  credit  of  sinccritv,  Napoleon  sent  Savary,  one  of  his  aides-de- 
camp,  to  Olmutz,  to  deUvcr  a  letter  and  his  salutations  to  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.  Savarv  had  probably  been  selected  for  this 
mission,  because  he  was  known  to  be  a  keen  observer.  It  was  before 
dawn  that  he  left  the  French  head-quarters.  At  day-break  he  was 
at  Vischau,  where  the  first  post  of  Cossacks  was  established,  whence 
he  was  sent  on  through  the  whole  Russian  army  to  General  Kutuson 
at  OhnutaL  As  the  morning  rose,  he  saw  die  asaembling  of  the  wild 
Tutu  hordes,  fiom  iheir  biTouacks  1^  the  road  side.  Akzander 
had  not  risen  when  Savaxy  reached  his  quarters:  the  latter  was, 
therefore,  left  widi  a  staff-officer  until  the  gates  of  the  iasttem  should 
he  opened.  The  Generals  who  crowded  round,  and  entered  into 
ooaveraation  with  the  F^rendi  euToy,  during  the  hours  that  Satary 
waited,  were  chiefly  young  and  vain  men,  without  knowledge  or 
ea^erience,  who  were  likely  to  be  betrayed  into  rashncfis  by  tlieir 
arrogance  and  presiimption.  These  persons  spoke  loudly  of  the 
overweening  ambition  of  France,  and  of  the  means  by  which  they 
were  about  to  curb  it. 

The  Czar  himself  appeared  about  ten  o'clock.    He  was  a  man  of 
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noble  figure,  about  six-and-twenty  years  of  age.  After  hearing 
Savary's  mcsfa^e,  and  taking  tlic  letter  lie  IkuI  broni^ht,  he  said,  "  I 
duly  appreciate  this  proceeding  of  your  master,  ngaiust  whom  I  have 
taken  up  arms  M'ith  regret.  He  has  long  been  the  object  of  my 
admiration,  and  I  shall  not  neglect  the  first  opportunity  that  ofTers 
to  make  tlie  same  assurance  to  him  in  person."  The  Emperor  retired 
to  write  an  answer,  and  in  half  an  hour  returned,  holding  his  note 
with  the  address  downwards,  while  he  entered  into  conversation  with 
Sttfary .  He  expressed  his  opinion,  that  to  iheir  her  moderatioii  and 
good  fiuth,  Erance  ought  to  reeUure  all  diat  ahe  had  won  during  the 
last  ten  years,  and  be  content  with  the  honoua  she  had  acquired  in 
her  splendid  campaigns.  **  Here  is  my  answer,**  concluded  die 
Autocrat;  "the  anpersonption  doca  not  express  the  tHle  your  master 
has  of  late  assumed;  but  I  attach  no  importance  to  such  trifles.** 
llie  address  was,  **To  the  Chief  of  the  French  Goremment.'* 
Savary,  on  his  return,  found  Napoleon  awaiting  his  arrival  at  the 
post-house  of  Posorzitz,  only  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the 
Russian  outposts.  The  message  and  letter  of  Alexander  were  far 
from  satisfactory;  the  Emperor,  therefore,  desired  iSavary  to  return 
with  all  speed  to  propose  an  interview  for  the  morrow.  The  circum- 
stances of  tlie  French  army  were  becoming  critical.  The  Archdukes 
Charles  and  John  were  approaching  the  Danube;  Prince  Ferdinand 
was  levying  a  strong  fiwce  in  Bohemia;  Massena,  who  should,  by  tlua 
time,  have  brought  hia  tioqpa  to  the  neighboarliood  of  Vienna,  was 
stiU  on  the  other  side  of  iHm  Julian  Alpa;  and  tihe  annoonoement  of 
the  accession  of  ^ruaria  to  the  Coalition  was  dafly  eipected.  There 
was,  tiierefinw,  no  time  to  be  loaU  An  axmislioe,  induding  all  the 
belligerent  partiea,  or  a  deeittve  inielbaiy,  was  neecasaiy  to  enable 
Na]x)leon  to  "*"'"»"m  his  position  with  hopes  of  a  successful  result. 
The  last  alternative  appeared  the  preferable  one;  and  although  the 
French  Emperor  chose  to  appear  desirous  of  jmcification,  he  soitght 
with  more  eagerness  to  provoke  an  instant  battle. 

At  nine  in  the  morning  of  the  21>th,  the  day  on  which  Savary  had 
been  sent  to  the  Ku^Mian  camp,  an  engagement  took  place  a  short 
distance  from  N'ischau.  iKtween  the  advanced  post-n  established  by 
Murat,  and  a  swium  of  Cossackii,  when  fifty  dragoons  of  llie  fith 
regiment  ilell  into  the  hands  of  the  Uussians.   The  Emperor  went  in 
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person  to  the  village  where  this  action  had  taken  place ;  and  on  his 
return  walked  his  horse  over  the  plain  between  Aiutorliti  and  Bmno, 
attentiTelj  examining  all  the  sinuoaitiea  of  die  ground*  and  causing 
the  distances  from  height  to  height  to  be  measured.  *fQi03^ea,** 
he  exclaimed  to  the  officers  of  the  stai^  *<  it  will  be  weD,  tp  <>iniiy  >^M 
field:  we  shall  shortly  have  to  contest  it"  He  patae^  ti|tHi|ile 
day  on  horseback,  inspecting  the  position  of  every  ootpa^o£  ]|iA-i|^Mi||-' 
and  giving  directions  for  such  changes  as  he  conceived  necessary. 
On  the  left  of  General  Suchet's  division,  a  single  liillock  overlooked 
the  whole  front  of  the  position.  Hither  Napoleon  directed  to  be 
brou<;ht  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon ;  and  as  ammunition  waggons 
could  not  be  placed  there,  two  hundred  charges  of  powiU  r  and  ball 
wore  piled  behind  eaili  i,'un.  The  loot  of  the  hillock  w;is  then  cut 
away  as  an  ehcarj)iiirnt,  and  the  post  thus  secured  from  assault. 

At  night,  the  advain » d  ]>ariics  of  the  army,  which  were  two  or 
three  leagues  beyond  the  spot  where  Napoleon  desired  to  give  battle, 
fell  back  to  the  positions  whidi  the  Emperor  had  dipsen  for  them. 
These  movemrats  misled  the  Russians,  who  oonodfe^  that  they 
indicated  Napoleon's  intention  to  retreat.  Alrxander  mHj^^lt^^ 
beyond  measure  at  the  prospect  thus  opened  to  him ;  and  dhMup^ 
sumpdon  of  his  officers  and  soldiers  broke  out  in  load  boasting  ,Jq|9i|| 
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reverses  of  previous  campaigns,  they  said,  were  attributable  to  tbe 
cowartlice  of  the  Austrians.  'llxc  Russian  soldiery,  countrymen  of 
that  Suwarrow  who  had  beaten  the  French  from  their  Ix)mbard 
possessions,  would  soon  bring  the  towering  eagle  of  France  from  its 
pride  of  place.  The  Czar  himself  had  previously  been  disposed  to 
accede  to  Napoleon's  wish  for  an  interview  ;  he  now  resolved  to  send 
Prince  Dolgorouki  in  his  stead.  Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the 
last  day  of  November,  that  young  man,  accompanied  by  Savary, 
presented  himself  at  the  French  lines,  bearing  a  message  from  the 
Emperor,  his  master.  Napoleon  had  now  a  part  to  play.  He  was 
desirous  of  adding  strength  to  the  false  impression  which  the  Russians 
had  derived  from  his  mana*uvre  of  the  preceding  evening.  He, 
therefore,  as  if  the  interior  of  his  camp  would  reveal  more  than  he 
desired  to  be  known,  met  Dolgorouki  at  the  outposts  of  the  army, 
which  the  soldiers  were  busy  in  covering  with  field-works,  in  order, 
apparently,  to  shield  conscious  weakness  with  entrenchment.^.  The 
envoy,  whom  Napoleon  afterwards  described  as  being  "  utterly 
ignorant  of  the  interests  of  Europe,  and  the  situation  of  the  Con- 
tinent ;  as,  in  short,  tlie  mere  mouth-piece  of  England,"  encouraged 
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by  what  he  observed,  demanded,  in  the  name  of  his  master,  the 
cession  of  Belgium  and  Holland,  and  the  transfer  of  the  Iron  Crown 
of  Italy  to  a  less  obnoxious  head,  as  the  conditions  on  wiiicli  peace 
would  be  granted  to  Friince.  The  Emperor  listened,  with  a  patience 
which  Memsd  to  be  the  effect  of  his  precarious  situation;  but  in 
diamianng  the  Prince,  said,  <*  If  that  is  all  your  errand,  you  may 
retnm,  and  tell  the  Emperor  Alexander  that  I  had  no  oonceptioii  of 
dieae  eiqpectatunia  when  I  sought  an  interview.  I  would  have  ahewn 
him  my  army,  and  referred  to  his  eqmty  fbr  the  oonditioiia  of  peace. 
Bat  if  he  will  have  it  so,  we  must  fight.  I  wash  my  hands  of  it.** 
When  DolgorouU  was  gone^  Napoleoii,  r^oining  his  ataC  exclaimed, 
"  lliose  people  are  mad !  They  insist  on  my  giving  up  Italy,  when 
ihey  cannot  take  from  me  Vienna.  What  then  are  their  plans,  and 
what  would  they  do  with  France,  if  I  were  beaten  ?  Let  it  be  as  God 
pleases ;  but,  by  my  faith,  before  cight-and-iorty  hours  are  past^  I 
shall  have  f^iven  them  a  sound  drubbing  ! " 

Preparations  were  now  made,  with  increased  rapidity,  for  the  battle. 
Bernadotte  had  arrived,  with  two  divisions  of  infantry;  Soult  had 
three  ;  I.annes  two  ;  Davoust  one.  There  was,  also,  in  the  field  a 
strong  division  of  grenadiers,  and  one  of  the  Imperial  (luard.  Of 
horse,  besides  the  light  cavaLrj',  there  were  three  divisions  of  dragoons, 
two  of  cuirassiers,  two  regiments  of  carbineers,  and  tiba  horse-goards. 
On  die  morning  of  the  Ist  of  December,  the  Emperor  himself  stationed 
aU  the  troq;w.  Davoust  was  placed  on  the  extreme  n^bJt,  behind  die 
convent  of  Raygem;  being  separated  by  a  number  of  amsll  lakes  and 
narrow  defiles  firom  Soult,  who  was  opposed  to  die  Busnan  left  wing. 
^Die  centre  was  commanded  by  Bernadotte;  supported  by  the  l^jht 
cavalry,  dragocos,  eniraasiers,  and  horse-gimrds,  under  Murat  The 
left  was  under  Lannes,  being  sun^rted  by  the  fortified  hill  before 
alluded  to,  near  the  road  to  Olmutz,  called  Santon.  Ten  battalions  of 
the  Imperial  Guard,  with  Oudinot's  dinsion,  headed  by  Duroc,  were 
kept  as  a  reserve,  under  the  eye  of  Napoleon  himself,  who  intended 
that  tliis  force,  Avith  forty  pieces  of  artillery,  should  act  only  in  case  of 
emergency,  and  then  wherever  its  presence  would  be  most  likely  to 
render  victory  certain.  The  Emperor  was  on  horseback  the  whole 
day,  viewing  the  artillery,  inspecting  the  posts  and  appointments  of 
the  soldiers,  attending  to  the  distribution  among  them  of  ammunition 
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tad  provisions,  ud  pwtiJdiig  of  tlie  last  with  the  most  good-hnmirared 
oordiaHQr. 

Alexander,  deoeiTed  hy  the  report  of  Dolgorooki,  who,  on  his 
return  to  the  Bussian  camp,  had  expressed  his  conTiclaim  that  the 
French  were  retreating,  hastily  adopted  the  resolution  of  extending 

}iis  left  wing,  in  order  to  turn  the  light  of  his  opponents,  and  take 
them  in  flank  and  rear.  This  was  a  movement  into  which  Napoleon, 
presuming  on  their  ignorance  of  the  art  of  war,  had  all  alouij  sought 
to  tempt  the  Russians  ;  and  when,  about  noon,  he  saw  tlicm  begin  to 
descend  from  the  heights,  where  they  niiglit  liavc  hiin  in  safety,  until 
the  arrival  of  the  Archdukes  on  the  field,  lie  could  not  rcjfrain  from 
expressing  his  joy.    "  Before  sunset  to-morrow,"  he  exclaimed,  *'  that 


army  will  be  mine  !**  In  order,  however,  to  confirm  the  enemy  as  to 
the  supposed  weakness  of  the  French,  Murat,  having  sent  forward  a 
small  body  of  cavalry  as  if  to  oppose  the  advancing  army,  hastily 
withdrew  it,  and  called  in  his  ootpostSy  on  pretending  to  discover  the 
force  opposed  to  him. 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  Count  Ilaugwitz  arrived  at  the 
bivouac  of  the  Emperor,  intending  to  offer  the  mediation  of  the  King 
of  Prussia  between  the  contending  parties,  and  with  directions  to 
declare  war  against  France  if  this  were  refused.  The  envoy,  on 
being  introduced,  intimated  that  he  was  the  bearer  of  an  important 
message.    Napoleon  guessed  the  purport  of  his  missi«i,  and  relied: 
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"Coun^  you  may  see  that  the  oatpoBts  of  the  anniee  are  ahready 
meeting.  There  will  be  a  battle  to-morrow;  return  to  Vieiuia,  and 
deliver  your  message  when  it  is  over.**  Uaugwiti,  according  to 
Napoleon's  egression,  was  no  novice ;  and,  seeing  how  matters  stood, 
prud^dy  availed  himself  of  the  opportonity  to  withdraw,  and  wait 
the  events  of  the  fight.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  an  irregular 
firing  of  small  arms  was  heard  to  the  right  of  Soult's  poaitimk,  which 
was  kept  up  so  lons^  as  to  give  Napoleon  considerable  uneasiness. 
He,  at  last,  sent  an  aide-de-camp  to  m:iko  rnqiiirirs,  and  soon  learned, 
that  a  skirmish  had  taken  place  between  the  advanced  guard  of 
Legrand  and  sonic  Tiussians,  who  wished  to  obtain  possession  of  the 
village  of  Sokohuli:,  which  covered  the  Frencli  flank.  The  moon, 
which  had  previously  shone  brightly,  now  became  overcast,  and  the 
firing  soon  aftmrwaids  ceased.  The  officer,  who  had  been  sent  to 
reconnoitre,  on  his  return  found  the  Emperor  lying  on  some  straw, 
so  soundly  asleep  that  it  was  necessary  to  shake  him  before  he  could 
be  awakened.  Having  heard  the  report*  Niqpoleon  sent  £>r  Sonlt  to 
accompany  him  in  in^cting  the  line,  in  ordor  to  ascertain  the  predse 
nature  of  the  Russian  movement  He  approached  the  pests  of  the 
enemy  as  nearly  as  possible,  and  was  desirous  of  returning  to  his 
bivouac  without  being  recognised ;  but  the  soldiers  soon  discovered 
him ;  when,  remembering  that  the  morrow  was  the  anniversary  of  his 
Coronation,  they  lighted  bunches  of  straw  and  hay,  and  the  entlnisiasm 
spreading,  an  extempore  illumination  took  place  along  the  whole  line, 
while  the  air  was  rent  with  loud  cries  of  "  Wvc  I'Empereur  !  " 
\'eterans  and  conscripts  tlironijed  around  iiim  witli  equal  eaiiferness, 
loutUy  declaring  that  they  would  celebrate  the  following  day  in  a 
manner  more  worthy  of  his  glory.  "■  But  you  must  promise  us," 
cried  an  old  grenadier,  *'that  you  will  keep  your  person  from  the 
fire  of  the  eaemy,  and  only  combat  with  your  ^es.** — '"I  pranuBe 
you,*'  rqilied  Napoleon,  "I  will  remain  widi  the  reserve  until  you 
need  us."  A  pledge  which  exhibitB  in  the  most  finciUe  way  die 
mutual  confidence  between  the  chief  and  his  soldiers:  "shewing,** 
says  Sir  Walter  Scott,  "that  the  assurance  of  his  personal  safety  was 
considered  as  great  an  encouragement  to  die  troops  as  the  usual 
protestaUons  of  sovereignB  and  leaders  that  tliey  will  be  in  the  firont 
and  share  the  dangers  of  the  day.  Yet,"  adds  the  same  author. 
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'*  there  liavc  not  been  wanting  those  who  have  tlirown  the  imputation 
of  cowarflice  on  the  victor  of  a  hundred  battles,  wliose  reputation 
was  M  well  established  among  the  troops  who  must  be  the  best 
judges,  that  his  attention  to  the  safety  of  his  person  was  requested 
by  them,  and  granted  by  him  as  a  favour  to  his  amiy."  Hie  promise 
that  he  would  not  expose  himself  to  needless  <Ianger,  was  repeated  in 
a  proclamation  issued  to  the  troops  at  day-break. 

Napoleon  was  on  horseback  l)efore  dawn,  and  the  soldiers  were  got 
under  arms  as  noiselessly  as  possible.  A  den!«o  fog  covered  the  ground, 
so  that  it  was  ini]x>ssible  to  distinguish  objects  from  one  bivouac  to 
anotiicr.  This  aiforded  the  French  time  to  form  tlieir  ranks  unob- 
served.    As  it  grew  light,  the  mist  gradually  ascended :   still  nn 
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unbroken  silence  prevailed  to  the  extremity  of  the  horizon.  "  No 
one,"  says  Mr.  Ha/.litt,  "would  have  suspected  that  so  many  men, 
and  so  many  noisy  engines  of  destruction,  were  crowded  together  in 
so  small  a  space."  Napoleon  again  sent  to  reconnoitre  the  Russian 
position  on  his  right.  The  enemy  were  now  in  motion ;  but  it  was 
impossible,  through  the  remains  of  the  fog,  to  ascertain  what  they  were 
about,  although  it  was  seen  that  the  two  armies  almost  touched  each 
other.  Soon  after  seven  o'clock,  the  mist  cleared  away,  and  the  sun 
rose  with  unclouded  splendour.    "  On  many  an  after  day  the  French 


soldiery  hailed  a  similar  dawn  with  exultation  as  tlic  sure  omen  of 
victory;  and  '  the  Sun  of  Austtrlitz'  has  passed  into  a  proverb.'* 

The  French  army,  infantry  and  cavalry,  appeared  formed  into 
colunms  in  tlic  midbt  of  the  plain.  The  Emperor  was  surrounded 
by  his  mai  shals,  who  were  all  eager  to  begin  the  engagement.  Their 
importunities  were  resisted,  however,  till  the  fire  of  the  Russians  had 
commeuccd,  and  hud  become  brisk  on  the  right.    The  last  directions 
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for  the  battle  were  then  issued,  and  tlie  generals  departed  at  full  gallop  I 
to  their  several  posts  to  eommenre  the  attack.     The  whole  amiy 
moved  forward  at  the  same  moment,  with  sueh  cool  and  steady 
determination  of  purpose,  and  such  precision  of  step  aud  motion,  that 
ihm  word  of  command  might  be  heard  from  the  different  offiomra  along 
the  lines.  The  anrcli  was  Gontbuedy  with  an  oocasional  kali  to  rectify 
dintancea  and  directaoot  to  the  vecy  feot  (tf  the  Buarian  poeitiont.  The  I 
Emperar  dxen  passed  in  front  of  the  semal  xej^menls,  and  exdaimed, 
"Soldiers,  we  shall  finish  diis  campaign  with  a  thander<clap  whidi 
win  oonfoond  die  pride  <ii  onr  enenuesl**   Every  hat  was  in  an 
instant  upraised,  and  an  universal  shout -of  "  Vive  rEmpereur!**  | 
arose  from  the  moving  mass.   At  this  signal  for  the  onset,  the  can-  [ 
nonade  comment  <1  on  the  extreme  right,  whither  a  large  division 
of  Russians  had  been  allured  by  the  hope  of  turning  the  French 
Hank ;  but  where  it  found  itself  unexpectedly  opposed  by  Davoust's 
division,  of  whose  situation  behind  the  convent  of  Kaygern  it  was 
in  total  ignorance.     llic  manccuvre   had   been    altogether  badly 
executed.    The  iutervals  between  the  detached  regiments  had  been 
suffered  to  become  irregular,  and  the  space  left  by  their  advance,  in 
die  line  of  die  main  army,  was  not  filled  up.    Niqpoleon  saw  the 
opportunity,  snd  immediatdy  ofdered  Soult  with  die  right  wing  to 
rush  fimrard,  intersect  the  enemy'a  line,  and  sever  his  left  wing  from 
the  centre.    The  Cnr,  perceiving  the  fiUal  oonsequenoes  of  dus 
movement,  ordered  die  Russian  Guards  to  make  a  desperate  attack 
on  8oidt*s  division,  and  to  restore  the  communicatifm  which  had  been 
cut  off.    This  encounter  took  place  on  an  eminrncc,  called  the  hill  of 
Pratzen,  where  General  St.  Hilaire  sustained,  for  nearly  two  hours,  a  ' 
tremendous  fire  of  musketry,  such  as  it  seemed  impossible  to  with-  | 
stand.    Each  battalion  of  his  corps  was  engaged  in  a  fierce  contest  : 
at  length,  however,  \  .uulanune  came  up,  and  attacking  the  nearly  1 
cxhau!»lcd  columns  of  the  enemy  with  fri>h  \igour,  tlirew  them  into  1 
coufuiiion,  aud  became  master  of  tlicLr  position  and  artillery.    At  this 
moment,  the  Emperor  despatched  one  of  Benrndotte's  diririoas^  and  a 
portioa  of  the  grenadiers  of  the  Guard,  to  die  assistance  of  Vandamme 
and  St  Hilaire.  The  Russians  were  now  wholly  occupied  in  de- 
lending  themselves.  Several  times  they  attempted  to  fiJl  back,  in  ' 
Older  to  reascend'the  Fkslien,  bal  on  every  occasion  they  were  I 
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assailed  with  such  fury,  as  compelled  them  to  stand  at  bay,  without 
being  able  to  advance  or  retreat.    On  a  sudden,  Soult  directed  a  new  ' 
movement  to  be  made,  by  Vandamnie's  division,  towards  the  right  j 
flank,  for  the  purpose  of  turning  and  enclosing  all  the  troops  engaged      |  ' 
with  St.  Hilaire.     The  troops  intended  to  execute  this  movement      j  j 
received  a  severe  check.    The  fourtli  regiment  of  the  line  was  thrown      ;  I 
into  disorder,  and  lost  one  of  its  eagles,  by  a  charge  of  Bussian     j  ' 
cavalry :  an  accident  fiom  ipiddi  filal  coaaeqitencec  lai^  Yuen     {  | 
enmicd;  Imt  ^  genius cf  N^leon  icMBcd  to  t&mqitt  mMt  in  a    j  | 
dins.  BenidrM  wm  ordcnd  to  lead  on  the  Lvperial  Guard,  while  | 
die  Bnailua  irexe  diaordered  by  iheir  own  in^etiioaily  in  attempting  > 
to  snatch  a  victofy.   The  latter  lesistod  hramBljy  ti^jbA^^  wilh  the     \  \ 
energy  of  despair;  hut  die  steady  Talour  and  wiatnWew  diadpGne  «tf  j 
die  addiers  of  Kapoleon  flnalty  prerafled,  and  die  Bosnans  trere  I 
broken  and  dispersed.   The  Grand  Dahe  Constantine,  who  had  led  I 
this  wing  of  his  bcodier's  army,  seeing  the  rout  of  his  troops,  saved  | 
himself  by  the  flcctncss  of  his  horse.    The  artillery  and  standards  of 
the  entire  di\'ision  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  [ 

Against  Miu-at,  who  commanded  the  centre  of  the  French  army, 
meanwhile,  close  columns  of  the  AlHes  were  directed  in  continuous  | 
charges.    The  Czar  caused  his  guai'd  to  deploy.    Artillery,  cavidry,  ' 
and  infantry  were  marched  against  a  bridge,  of  which  the  French  held  I 
possession,  and  which  was  a  post  of  considerable  importance.    The  j 
movement  was,  at  first,  concealed  from  the  observation  of  Napoleon  } 
by  the  iuequahty  of  the  ground  j  but  a  hea>y  rolling  fire  of  musketry 
in  that  direction  soon  revealed  what  was  passing,  and  he  inunediately 
afterwarda  learned  dut  die  enemy  was  repulsing  one  of  his  br^utos. 
Their  cavalry  had,  in  fiuit^  already  penetrated  the  squsres,  and  was 
saining  the  men ;  while  at  «  little  dittsnce  were  hordes  of  honemea 
in  reserve.    The  Bumana  now  advanced:  firar  poeoea  of  aitilleiy 
were  faronght  en  the  ground,  at  «  gallop,  and  planted  in  posidon 
against  die  Frendi.   General  Bapp,  who  had  been  despatched  by 
the  Emperor  to  the  assistance  of  Murat,  with  the  corps  of  Mamelnkee 
which  had  accompanied  Napoleon  from  Egypt,  two  squadrons  of 
chasseurs,  and  one  of  grenadiers  of  the  Guard,  arrived  on  the  ^ot  at 
this  cridcal  moment.    "  Courage,  my  lads,"  cried  Bapp,  on  seeing  | 
die  ntoadon  of  his  comrades ;  "  behold  your  brothen,  your  Aiends,  I 
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butchered ;  let  us  avenge  them,  and  the  disgrace  of  our  standards ! 
Forward ! "  There  needed  no  further  incitement  to  men  already 
burning  for  distinction.  The  soldiers  dashed,  at  full  speed,  upon  the 
foe,  and,  in  an  instant,  drove  them  from  and  captured  their  guns.  The 
advancing  cavalry  of  the  Russians,  which  halted  for  the  attack,  was 
overthrown  by  the  leaders  of  this  gallant  charge,  and  fled  in  confusion. 
At  length,  the  French  became  so  mingled  with  the  enemy,  that  they 
were  compelled  to  fight  man  to  man,  and  the  infantry  on  either  side 
dared  not  fire,  lest  they  should  kill  their  own  countrymen.  The 
intrepidity  and  experience  of  the  French  finally  succeeded;  and  the 
Russian  centre  shared  the  fate  of  its  left  wing. 


The  right  of  the  enemy  had  been  actively  engaged,  by  Lannes, 
during  the  whole  of  the  battle ;  but  now  all  the  troops  on  their  left 
being  routed,  Napoleon  was  enabled  to  gather  round  them  his  forces 
on  every  side ;  and  his  artillery,  incessanily  playing  upon  them  from 
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the  heights,  forced  them,  after  a  valiant  stand,  to  give  way  and  seek 
for  safctv.  Thev  were  driven  into  a  hollow,  where  some  small  frozen 
lakes  ofiered  the  only  means  of  escape  from  the  closing  cannonade. 
Many  attempted  to  escape,  l)ut  the  numbers  which  rushed  together 
upon  the  ice,  and  a  storm  of  shot  that  followed  them,  broke  the 
frail  support,  and  nearly  twenty  thousand  men  perished,  by  drowning 
and  the  effiectB  of  dlie  artilleiy.    Napoleon  himidf  cowfwed  die 


horrible  spectacle  to  that  of  Aboukir,  AvL  -n  "  the  sea  w.is  covered  with 
floating  turbans."  Two  columns  of  Russians,  each  consisting  of  four 
thousand  men,  surrendered  as  prisoners  of  war.  Had  Bernadotte 
properly  executed  a  manoeuvre,  which  had  been  entrusted  to  him, 
the  entire  army  of  the  enemy  might  have  been  captured.  He  had 
been  ordered  to  atlactk  die  infimtry  of  die  Bmian  Goazd;  bat  banng 
done  eo,  and  broken  and  diaaed  the  flying  corps  finr  a  league,  instead 
tA  pursdng  bis  advantage,  he  fell  back  to  bis  first  podtion,  where 
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Nqwleon,  to  his  great  mifprise,  found  him  remaining  inactive  at 
evening.  Bv  continiiinj?  to  advance,  he  would  have  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  road  from  Austcrlitz  to  IlolUtsch,  and  thus  have 
intercepted  the  retreat  of  the  Austrians  and  Eussians.  Bemadotte, 
however,  had  never  borne  any  affection  for  Napoleon,  who,  from 
an  inferior  officer,  had  become  his  mai<ter ;  and  the  Mar8hal*8  want 
of  good  will  b^an  about  this  time  to  lead  him  .  into  repeated 
blunders. 

The  Emperors  of  Austria  and  Russia  witnessed  the  defeat  of  their 
armies,  from  a  rising  ground,  where  they  had  stationed  themselves 
dm  ing  the  contest ;  and  only  when  the  result  was  no  longer  doubtful, 
took  ■&  adiTt  pert  in  the  operaliinia  ef  their  tcoope.  It  wm  then, 
with  the  greatest  difficulty,  that  they  were  able  to  rally  the  lemaine 
of  their  rooted  force*,  in  <«der  to  save  them  from  utter  deetmctioii  by 
pvedpitate  retreat.  The  bravery  of  the  BuinaBS»  and  die  loyal 
devotion  4^  the  Germana,  were  put  to  a  severe  teat  in  aeenring  the 
personal  safety  of  their  respective  sovereigns,  the  only  practicable 
route  for  whose  (light  was  ahmg  a  causeway,  betwera  two  partially 
frozen  lakes;  and  they  were  hotly  pursued  by  the  French,  whose 
leaders,  from  time  to  time,  reminded  the  soldiers  of  didr  promise 
during  the  preceding  night,  to  celebrate,  with  due  honour,  the  anni- 
versary of  the  Coronation.  T^pwards  of  twenty  thousand  prisoners 
of  war,  with  an  equal  amount  of  killed  and  wounded,  one  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon,  forty  Russian  and  several  Austrian  standards,  and 
an  immense  quantity  of  l);iLrgage  and  stores,  were  left  on  the  field. 
Of  eighty  thousand  Russians,  and  twenty-five  tliousand  Austrians, 
engaged  in  this  butth>,  not  half  the  number  could  be  nnistered  next 
day.  Of  the  French,  the  number  of  whom  was  little  inferior  to  the 
enemy  at  the  commencement  of  the  engagement,  there  fell  about 
fourteen  hundred  men,  of  whom  eig^t  hundred  wen  kiDed,  and 
die  rest  wounded.  Sudh  was  the  great  ccmflict,  whidi  Napoleon 
called  the  Battle  of  Austerlita;  his  soldiers,  the  Battle  of  the  Three 
Emperors  J  and  a  fow  others,  the  Day  of  the  Anniversary. 

Kapdeoo,  retnnlDg  from  die  pursuit  in  the  evening,  passed  over 
the  ground  on  whidi  his  various  troops  had  foo^it  It  was  already 
dark  :  he,  therefore,  enjoined  silence  on  those  around  him,  that 
he  miglit  hear  the  cries  of  the  wounded;  and  when  a  sound  of 
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pain  cauglit  hit  ear  he  went  iminediatety  to  die  tpot,  aUglited,  end  | 
ordered  brandy  to  be  given  to  the  Boflforer.  Lithe  per£>rmance  of  this     |  I 

duty,  he  was  engaged  till  a  late  hoxxr.    His  escort  passed  the  whole  ! 
night  on  the  field  of  battlet  taking  the  cloaks  from  the  dead  to  oover  ' 
those  in  whom  life  still  remained.    Fires  were  kindled  on  the  ground  i 
near  where  the  wounded  lay,  and  the  soldiers  of  the  guard  left  on 
the  spot  were  directed  not  to  retire  till  every  wounded  soldier  was 
lodged  in  a  hospital.    The  men  loaded  liim  with  blessings,  "  which," 
says  Mr.  Hazlitt,  "  found  the  way  to  his  heart  much  better  than  all 
the  flatteries  of  courtiers.    lie  thus  won  the  affection  of  his  soldiers, 
who  knew  tliat  when  they  suffered  it  was  not  his  fault,  and  who, 
therefore,  never  spared  themselTea  in  his  service.**    It  vai  past 
midnight  when  Napoleon  arrived  at  Bnum.    He  loat  no  time, 
however,  in  issuing  orders  for  Davoust  to  oolleet  his  corps  and  pursue 
the  Buaaiansj  who  were  in  fnll  retreat  cn.  the  following  day ;  and  at 


the  same  time,  Berthier  was  directed  to  ascertain  the  actual  losses  in 
the  engagement,  to  viiH  the  hospitab,  and,  in  the  name  of  the 
Emperor,  to  present  every  vroonded  aoldier  with  a  napoleon,  as  the 
piece  of  twenty  ftanos  waa  then  called,  and  to  diatribnte  among  the  I 
effioexa  gratnitiea  varying  £roin  five  hundred  to  three  thonaand  fianca^ 
according  to  their  rank. 

This  ngnal  defeat  entirely  crashed  the  kopea  of  die  Emperoir  of 
Austria,  of  being  able  to  maintain  a  snocessful  oppoaition  to  France ; 
and  he  therefore  after  conanUing  the  Caar,  resolved  to  tmt  himaelf 
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to  the  clemency  of  the  Victor.  Accordingly,  Prince  John  of  Lichten- 
Btcin  was  despatched,  on  the  day  after  the  battle,  with  a  message  to 
Napoleon,  soUciting  liim  to  grant  an  interview  to  the  Emperor 
Francis.  'llic  French  head-quarters  were  established  in  a  bam, 
where  the  Emperor  sat  upon  a  heap  of  straw,  warming  himself  by  a 
log  fire,  when  the  envoy  was  introduced.    The  demands  for  cedbg 


the  crown  of  Italy  and  the  territories  of  Belgium  and  Holland 
were  forgotten,  and  the  tone  of  Austria  was  that  of  a  submissive 
suppliant.  The  expectations  of  the  Allies  had  been  effectively 
humbled ;  and  they  now  sought  and  hoj>ed  for  nothing  beyond  the 
saving  of  their  own  dominions  from  the  grasp  of  the  Conqueror,  and 
permission  to  withdraw  from  the  dangers  by  which  they  were  sur- 
rounded. Their  crippled  and  dispirited  forces  had  been  driven 
towards  the  bridges  of  liollit^ch  and  Coding;  and,  knowing  that 
DavouBt  was  in  pursuit,  they  feared  lest  their  retreat  in  that  direction 
should  be  cut  off",  and  their  own  foul  designs  retorted  on  them- 
selves :  for  they  could  not  fail  to  reflect  on  their  previous  agreement 
to  dethrone  Napoleon  and  dismember  France.  Napoleon,  however, 
was  not  entirely  without  apprehension.  He  had  known  before  the 
battle  of  the  approach  of  the  Archdukes ;  and  of  the  hostile  inten* 
tions  of  Prussia.    In  order,  therefore,  to  avoid  all  hazard,  and  if 
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possible  to  conclude  a  durable  peace,  he,  with  some  personal 
compliments  to  the  negociator  and  his  master,  granted  the  request  of 
Francis,  and  appointed  the  following  morning  for  his  reception. 

Punctual  to  the  appointment,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  at  nine  in 
the  morning  of  the  4th  of  December,  repaired,  with  a  small  escort 
of  guaids,  and  accompanied  by  Princes  John  and  Maurice  of  IJchten- 
stein,  the  Prince  of  ^\'urtcmborg,  Prince  Schwartzenbcrg,  Generals 
Kienmayer,,  Bubna,  and  Stutterheim,  and  two  officers  of  hussars,  to 
the  place  of  meeting,  which  was  near  a  windmill  on  the  road  to 
Hollitsch,  in  front  of  the  advanced  posts  of  Bcrnadotte,  about  three 
leagues  from  Austcrhtz.  A  tent  had  been  pitched  and  a  fire  Ughted, 
previously  to  the  arrival  of  Napoleon,  who  was  on  the  ground  before 


IMPERIAL  IKT£RVI£W. 

the  hour  named  fiir  lihe  intemew.  The  F^di  hone^guards  were 
drawn  up  In  order  of  battle  about  two  hundred  pacea  behind  the 
Emperor'a  tent.    Francis  was  ahorUy  afierwarda  announced.    He  , 

came  in  an  open  carriafjc,  with  a  company  of  Hungarian  cavalry t  which 
halted,  as  the  French  had  done,  and  at  about  tlic  same  distance  from 
the  rendezvous.  The  French  Emperor  went  from  liis  tent  to  meet 
the  Austrian  Sovereign,  and  exchanging  sahitations  tliey  embraced. 
"IVholil!"  ^aid  Napoleon,  as  he  led  Fr.iucis  to  his  camp  fire;  "  sudi 
are  the  palaces  you  liave  comptlletl  me  to  occupy  for  these  two 
months,"  The  humbled  Monarch,  with  a  bitter  smile,  replied,  "  You 
have  turned  your  residence  to  such  good  account,  that  you  ought  not 
to  complain  of  the  accommodation."  The  interview  lasted  two  hours ; 
and  in  the  end  an  anuitice  wta  agreed  aa,  to  affiird  time  to  n^ociate 
on  the  conditiont  of  peace,  ^le  Amtiian  waa  ao  vanquiahed  in  spirit, 
aa  well  aa  in  the  mere  drcumatances  of  batde,  diat  he  sought  to 
gratify  hu  conqueror  by  throwing  the  entire  blame  of  the  war  npon 
Englandj  aa  Biarahal  Mack  had  done  at  Ufan;  although  this  am- 
stitutcd  one  of  the  charges  npon  which  that  unfortunate  General 
had  been  condemned  and  punislied.  "  The  Engliah^**  aaid  Francis, 
"  are  a  race  of  merchants,  who,  in  order  to  secure  to  themselves 
the  commerce  of  the  world,  would  set  the  Continent  on  fire:"  an 
expression  of  which  the  bad  logic  was  probably  overlooke<l  at  the 
timt .  on  account  of  its  intended  bitterness.  Better  terms  than  he 
had  a  right  to  expect  having  been  granted  to  Francis,  lie  next 
interceded  on  lu-half  of  the  f'zar,  r<  (jiioting  that  tlie  troops  of 
Alexander  might  be  allowed  to  rctieat  uumolcatcd  to  their  own 
country. 

"  The  Rnsnui  army,"  replied  Napoleon,  "  is  sufrounded :  not  n 
man  can  escape  me.  If,  however,  your  ^lajesty  will  promise  that 
Alexander  shall  at  once  evacuate  Germany  and  Austrian  and  Prussian 
Poland,  I  will  stop  the  advance  of  my  columns."  The  Austrian 
pledged  his  honour  that  the  Czar  would  do  all  that  was  required. 

The  two  Emperors  parted,  as  they  had  met,  with  an  embrace. 
Savary  was  tlien  despatched  to  the  Russian  camp,  to  communicate  to 
Alexander  the  arrangements  tliat  had  been  made,  and  to  receive  his 
I     adhesion  to  tlie  conditions.     Hic  Autocrat  was  nt  CuHling  when 
I    Savary  overtook  him;  and,  although  it  was  but  five  in  the  morning. 
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he  was  alroaJy  up,  and  pricing  directions  to  destroy  the  bridge  at  that 
place,  the  moment  his  army  should  liave  passed.  Alexander  was  but 
too  well  pleased  to  be  permitted  to  return  to  St.  Petersburg,  with  liis 
troops,  to  niise  the  slightest  objection  to  the  proposals  of  his  Ally. 
In  the  excess  of  his  joy,  at  the  generous  treatment  of  his  conqueror, 
he  said  to  Savary,  "  Tell  your  master  that  he  did  miracles  at 
Austerlitz  :  that  Ijloody  day  has  augmented  my  respect  for  him.  He 
is  the  predestined  of  Heaven.  It  will  take  a  hundred  years  ere  my 
army  can  equal  that  of  France.  Though  inferior  to  us  on  the  whole, 
wc  found  you  superior  on  every  point  of  action." — "  Tliat,"  replied 
the  courteous  Savary,  "  arises  from  experience  in  war  ;  the  fruit  of 
sixteen  years  of  glory.  Tliis  is  the  fortieth  battle  which  the  Emperor 
has  won."  Alexander,  energetically,  replied  :  "  Napoleon  is  a  great 
soldier.  I  do  not  pretend  to  compare  myself  with  him.  This  is  the 
first  time  I  have  been  under  fire  :  but  it  is  enough.  I  came  hither 
merely  to  assist  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  who  having  now  no  further 
occasion  for  my  services,  1  wish  to  return  to  my  own  capital.  With 
all  that  the  King  of  the  Romans  has  stipulated,  on  my  behalf,  I  shall 
strictly  comply." 


On  the  faith  of  his  word,  he  received  an  assurance  that  his  army 
would  not  be  interrupted  in  its  retreat.     Savary  knew  not  at  this 


I 
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time  that  Alexander  had  bera  exercinng  hia  talent  for  duplicity  upon  i 
the  French  commanders ;  or,  in  all  likelihood,  some  better  aasuranco  ! 
than  his  promise  would  have  been  required.    Davoust  had  arrived,  ! 

the  day  before,  within  alcagm  of  nndiiiL:.  ;nul  was  preparing  to  force  I 
his  way  to  the  bridge,  through  au  Austrian  detachment,  posted  in  tlie     ■  . 
neighbourhood  to  keep  the  roads,  when  he  received  a  note  from  the     i  ' 
Rus>ian  Emperor,  informing  him  of  the  intervit  w  Ix  tween  Najwleon     '  ' 
and  I'ranri-',  and  that  an  armistice  had  bet  n  c  oiu  hulrd — It  jmng  it  to  i 
hv  iiileiTLil  thiit  the  Kussiaiis  wiri'  inchided  in  it.>  jjiovibions.    Tlio  ' 
French  Cicneral,  in  ( ohm  (jueiu  i',  liad  Mispondcd  his  movement,  wiien  , 
he  might  have  rendered  himssclf  ma>ter  of  Gtiding,  and  thus  cut  I 
off  tlie  enemy's  retreat.    Davoust  had  no  doubt  of  tlie  veracity  of    i  j 
Alexander ;  though  it  subseqnently  became  evident  that  the  note    i  I 
was  intended  solely  to  deceive.   Savary,  on  reaching  the  bivouac  of  | 
Dbvoos^  and  learning  the  particuhurs,  could  not  avoid  expressing  his    '  | 
sospicioas  to  some  Austrian  officers  who  accompanied  him,  that  the 
absence  of  the  Csar  firom  the  interview  of  the  preceding  day  was  a    r  I 
designed  evasion ;  and  that  ihe  object  of  the  two  hostile  Emperors  i 
was  not  peace,  but  merely  to  extricate  themselves  &om.  the  dilemma 
in  which  they  had  been  placed  by  thi  ir  defeat.  '  . 

On  the  morning  of  the  Gth,  the  Russians  passed  the  bridge  of  ' 
Coding,  and  proceeded  by  ;w  rapid  marches  as  tlieir  condition  would 
permit,  towards  their  own  country.    Their  number  wa>  now  reduced  ] 
to  les*  than  half  its  original  amount.    Tliey  were  without  cannon  and  I 
baggage-waggons;  many  were  severely  wounded  aiid  without  arms,  ! 
and  few  had  knapsacks ;  it  being  a  eustom  with  their  ndantrv,  before  • 
the  commencement  of  an  engagement,  to  lay  their  knapsacks  on  the  ■ 
ground,  that  they  might  be  unencumbered  during  the  fight ;  in  con>  , 
sequence  oS  whidi,  if  they  were  routed,  their  baggitge  was  neccsaarily 
lost.   Tht  plight  of  the  brave  Moaooviles  was  indeed  ^tiable,  and 
the  frvour  of  Napoleon  the  greater,  inasmuch  as  he  oould  have  had 
no  difficulty  in  capturing  the  whole  army,  and  dictating  whatever 
terms  he  had  thought  proper.    On  the  same  day  that  the  KusKians  i 
departed,  the  armistice,  which  had  been  agrcc<l  otj  b<  tween  Franco  ^ 
and  Austria,  wa.s  formally  signed  by  Herthicr  and  I'rincc  John  of  j 
Liehteu'^tein  ;  and  the  latter  and  TaUeyrand  were  directed  to  repair  to  ' 
iVc«burg,  to  arrange  the  deiiaitivc  conditions  of  a  general  pacification.  i 
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Napoleon  inmiediately  afterwards  inoed  tlaree  deereet :  hy  the  first 
of  which  pensions  were  granted  to  the  wounded  French  soldiers  and 
the  widows  and  children  of  those  killed  at  Ansterlits;  the  seoond  j 
ordained  fStaA  die  Bnssian  and  Austrian  camum,  taken  on  the  field  of  ' 
battle,  ahould  be  broken  up,  Ibr  the  pnipoae  of  erecting  a  trtomphal  I 
oahunn  in  the  Flaoe  YendAme,  to  popetoate  the  gknions  Tictoxy  of 
the  French  simy;  and  by  the  third,  all  the  children  of  the  graetab, 
officers,  and  soldiers  who  had  fallen  in  the  engagement^  were  thence- 
forth to  be  considered  the  adopted  children  of  the  Emperor,  and  to  be 
provided  £>r  by  the  State. 
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PRt'MlA  AND  8WKDBN  —  BATTLB  OF  TRAFALGAR  —  PBACK  Of  PRBBBUBO  — 
BAVARIA  AND  WrRTKMnRRO  KINfSDOMH  —  WAR  WITH  NAI'LBR  —  ADOPTION 
AND  MARRIAOK  OP  BL'GKNB  BBA  I'll  A  RNA 18 —  DKTIIRONBMBNT  OP  TUB 
NRAPOLITAN  BOURBONS — RBTURN  OP  NAPOLBON  TO  PRANCB.  1805 — 1806. 

iTTLE  ftttcntion  mtm  attracted  to  the 
proceedings  of  I'russia,  until  after  the 
victory  of  Austcrlitz.  Ilaugwitz,  the 
envoy,  who  had  waited  on  Napoleon 
on  the  evening  preceding  the  battle, 
had  gone  as  directed  to  Vienna,  and 
commence<l  negociations  with  Talley- 
rand ;  but  in  a  spirit  that  shewed  the 
insincerity  and  jealous  spleen  of  the  Cabinet  by  which  he  was  com- 
I  missioned.  On  the  return  of  N  apoleon  to  Schonbrunn,  he  sent  for  the 
I  Count  to  have  a  frank  explanation  of  the  objecta  of  his  Court.  The 
event  of  the  war  had  been  so  contrary  to  the  hopes  of  the  King  of 
Prussia,  that  Haugwitjt  felt  his  situation  to  be  exceedingly  delicate. 
The  message  with  which  he  had  been  entrusted  was  one  of  defiance, 
not  of  peace ;  but  now,  if  he  delivered  it,  he  saw  tliat  his  country 
must  stand  alone  against  triumphant  France,  in  a  struggle  from  which 
nothing  was  to  be  reasonably  hoped.     He  felt,  therefore,  that  the 
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most  reasonable  course  he  eould  pursue  would  be  to  conciliate  tbe  ' 
Conqueror,  by  offering  his  master's  congratulations  on  the  recent  ^ 
victory.    Napoleon  smiled  wliile  he  listened  to  compliments,  which 
he  knew  to  be  designed  for  others.    "  This  is  a  message,"  he  said, 
"  of  which  circumstances  have  altered  the  address."     llie  Count  ' 
protested  that  his  Sovereign  was  perfectly  -sincci  < ,  and  that  he  desired  | 
nothing  but  to  assist  in  the  rc-establii>hmeut  of  peace,  and  the  m;un- 
tenaaee  of  hu  slEaiioe  vitii  France.     What  then,**  asked  Napoleon,  i 
Btetnly,  "is  the  meanmg  of  a  Biusiaii  army  atBres1aii,aiid  another  in 
Hanover,  communicating  across  die  Ftnssian  territory  with  the  Grand  | 
Army  ?"  Hangwits,  seeing  that  Ntq^etm  was  not  likely  to  he  the  dupe 
of  the  shaUow  pretences,  which  were  all  that  he  could  offer  in  excuse, 
wassilenL  ^'Is  the  oonduct  of  your  master  frank  or  consistent?*' con- 
tinued the  Emperor,  becoming  warm.  ''It  would  have  been  fiur  more 
honourable  to  have  declared  war  at  once,  although  he  had  no  cause. 
He  would  then  have  served  his  new  Allies,  by  compelling  me  to  look 
twice  before  giving  battle.    You  wish,  however,  to  be  the  Allies  of 
all  the  world,  which  is  impossible ;  and  you  must,  therefore,  choose  | 
between  me  and  my  enemies.    If  you  wish  to  tliiow  yourselves  into 
the  arms  of  tliose  griulomen,  I  shall  offer  no  opposition  to  your  doing  I 
so;   but  if  you  remain  with  me,  I  must  have  sincerity.    T  prefer 
avowed  enemies  to  false  friends.    If  your  powers  are  not  suliicient 
to  enable  you  to  treat  properly  on  all  questions  which  may  arise 
between  France  and  pTusda,  qualify  yourself  to  do  so  with  all  speed.  | 
For  my  part  I  shall  march  against  my  enemies  wherever  they  are  to  I 
be  finrnd.**  Haugwits,  knowing  that  Napoleon  seldom  condescended  • 
to  utter  an  en^^  threat,  and  that  Fhissia  was  entirely  at  his  mercy, 
took  upon  himself,  whether  authorised  hy  his  Sovereign  or  not,  to 
sign  a  treaty,  by  which  Hanover  was  ceded  to  Frederick  William  in  | 
exchange  for  die  mazgravatss  of  Barcuth  and  Anspach: — a  bribe 
which  the  envoy  was  pretty  certain  would  prove  irresistible  to  his 
master,  notwitlistanding  that  the  latter  had,  in  the  meantime,  con*  | 
eluded  a  treaty  with  England,  the  hereditary  possessions  of  whose  i 
Sovereign  he  was  now  about  to  appropriate.    The  bearer  of  intelli-  ' 
gpnce  of  tlir  English  alliance  was  met  on  his  way  to  \'icnna  by 
HaugM  itz,  wlio  was  returning  to  Berlin  to  procure  tlio  ratif:ration  hy 
the  King  of  the  Convention  with  Napoleon.     This  comphcatiou 
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occasioned  much  embarraasmcnt  to  the  Plnssian  Cabmet.  War  on 
one  ude  or  die  other  seemed  inevitable ;  and  the  only  qnestion  was 
whether  il  could  be  best  sustained  agunst  Ihigland  or  Fnace :  the 
latter,  havuig  a  large  amy  in  the  field,  fiuahed  with  recent  triamph; 
and  the  former  having  granted,  but  not  yet  paid,  a  subsidy  of  fifteen 
millions  sterling.  Not  kuvwiug  h^^v  to  fulfil  or  disentangle 
from  his  conflicting  engagements,  Uic  Prussian  ^lonarch  had  recourse 
to  one  of  those  political  shifts,  which  are  so  often  put  in  requisition  | 
to  avert  imprndintr  (lant;(  rs  or  ]n*ntract  the  hour  of  their  arrival.  Tic 
consented  to  reliiujuisli  the  Marj^ravates.  and  to  receive  Hanover  in 
pledile,  till  a  i;eneral  peace  should  be  rstahHslicd.  •  | 

The  Kinij  of  Sweden,  meanwhile,  having,  early  in  October,  heard     I  ' 
of  the  Rui^sian  and  Austrian  movements  in  Moravia  and  Bavaria,     i  | 
collected  his  forces,  and  pasnng  die  Elbe  at  lionebnig,  with  an  army    !  | 
of  eight  dumsand  Swedes,  twelve  thousand  English,  fifteen  durasand    |  i 
Bussians,  and  fifty*eigfat  pieces  of  artOIery,  nuuueuvred  so  as  to 
induce  a  belief  diat  he  intended  to  make  «  descent  upon  Holland— a 
movement  which,  had  it  been  ably  executed,  might  have  prevented 
die  march  of  Bemadotte  to  the  Danube,  and  would  have  gready 
embarrassed  the  operations  of  Napoleon  liitn«i»lf-     But  Gustavus  j 
was  deficient  in  the  qualities  necessary  to  constitute  a  great  man,  as  I 
king  or  general.    T.onng  flattery  and  display,  he  contented  himself  j 
with  the  conij)linu  nts  lavi«^hed  upon  him  by  the  Allies,  as  the  illus-  ' 
trious   descendant   of  his   namesake   flustavus   Adolphus,  and  the  • 
successor  of  Charles  XII.;  and  instead  of  jirocccdiiig  at  once  to  the 
scene  of  action,  lie  w.iitc d  in  tlii'  nciuhbourliood  of  K.imburi;,  issuing 
Quixotic  protlamatiuns,  in  which  he  assumed  the  title  of  liberator 
of  Germany,  and  disputing  ou  petty  punctiliocs  with  those  whom  he 
was  expected,  at  once,  to  lead  the  field,  till  news  arrived  of  the 
batde  of  Austerlit^  and  compelled  him  to  break  up  his  camp  in 
haste,  and  return  with  an  army  diminished,  at  least,  a  third  1^ 
desertion,  to  his  own  domimons;  where  his  sutgecta,  disgusted  by  his 
tryanny  and  pusillanimi^,  reorived  him  with  the  utmost  reluctance, 
and  with  a  determination,  formed  if  not  expressed,  to  deprive  him 
on  the  earlietit  opportunity  of  the  crown   and  power  whit  h  ho 
di '/rrici'd.     The  French  Kmperor  was  satisfied  with  the  ridicule 
which  his  vaunting  opponent  had  thus  incurred,  and  took  no  active 
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Steps  to  pimiflli  him  &r  his  huolenoe.  It  iras  sufBideiit  that  he  had 
rendered  hinuelf  des^cable  m  the  eyee  oi  the  people  ▼hem  he 
governed,  as  wdl  as  of  the  Conrta  of  the  suxrounduig  States. 

Gratifying  as  were  these  successes,  however,  they  were  not  widiout 
alloy.  A  cup  of  bitterness  had  been  prepared  for  the  Conqueror  of 
the  Contiucut  by  the  only  foe  whom  he  had  utterly  fiiiled  to  hiunble. 
ITic  empire  of  the  land  seemed  to  be  more  strongly  confirmed  to 
Napoleon  by  every  effort  made  to  diminish  his  power :  but  the 
sovereitjnty  of  the  seas  rcniiiincd  with  the  most  determined  of  liis 
enemies,  in  M-hose  hands,  conjointly  with  his  own,  he  had  himself 
admitted  the  fate  of  the  world  to  be  balanced. 

Allusion  has  been  already  made  to  the  seizure  by  England  of  four 
Spanish  treasareHdupa  wiliboiit  a  previous  dedaratum  of  wary  thongh 
eertunly  not  without  provocation; — the  Spaniards,  under  pretenee  < 
of  neutralitjTt  having  supplied  the  Erendi  with  money  and  stores  &x  j 
etnitinuing  the  war.  The  action  of  Commodcnre  Moore  with  ike 
gaUeons  oceorred  on  the  5lih  of  October,  1804,  and  waa  immediately 
followed  by  hoadlities  &om  the  Court  of  Madrid ;  the  King  of  Spain 
placing  his  entire  fleet  at  the  disposal  of  France.  Napoleon  had  not 
then  abandoned  the  hope  of  being  able  to  make  a  descent  upon  the 
British  coast,  and  the  operations  of  his  naval  forces  were  still  directed  ' 
with  a  view  to  the  projected  invasion.  Villeneuvc  and  Gantheume, 
the  French  admirals,  and  Gravina,  the  Spanish  commander,  were 
j  ordered  to  execute  certain  mana:'n\Tes,  which  it  was  thought  M'ould  ' 
[  di.<tract  the  attention  of  England  from  her  coast  defence,  and  afford 
a  better  opportunity  for  aiming  a  decisive  blow  at  her  maritime 
superiority.  The  British  blockading  squadrons,  however,  maintained 
SO  strict  a  watch,  that  £01  some  time  it  was  found  impossible  to  act 
upon  the  orders  issued  by  the  Erencb  Minister  <^  Marine ;  and  when 
at  length  the  Toulon  and  Bochefort  fleets  were  enabled  to  dude  Ae 
vigilance  of  ihievr  opponoits,  and  put  to  sea,  it  was  merely  to  run  in 
tenor  to  the  West  Bidies,  and  return  to  theur  several  ports,  without 
rendering  any  real  service  to  dieir  country,  or  inflicting  tiie  least 
injury  upon  the  enemy.  It  was,  nevertheless,  considered  to  he  u 
matter  for  rejoicing  that  the  Imperial  vessels  had  regained  their 
harbours  without  loss;  and  this  gave  their  commanders  su£Bcient 
confidence  to  attempt  a  second  sortie.   Admiral  Villeneuve  accord- 
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laglfyOiidie  ISlliof  lfarcli,1805,ir1ub  tlie  Bngliiik  ileet  wit  driven 
off  die  eoait  by  stren  of  weadier,  tailed  from  Toulon,  bearing  with 
bim  a  large  body  of  troops ;  and,  making  directly  for  Cadiz,  formed 
a  jaactaon  there  with  the  fleet  of  Gravina.    The  combined  squadrons 
then  crossed  the  Atlantic ;  and,  after  rendering  some  trifling  services 
in  the  West  Indies,  once  more   returned  with  speed  to  Europe, 
having  been  chased  during  the  whole  voyage  by  the  great  Nelson; 
I     whom,  however,  they  were  fortunate  enough  to  elude :  but  they  were 
unable  again  to  reach  their  harbours.    Sir  Robert  Calder,  with  fifteen 
tail  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  met  them  off  Cape  Fmittene,  on  the 
22iid  of  July;  and  tfioagli  hit  fcice  wat  greatly  inlbrioar  to  that  of  the 
AUiet,  who  muabered  twenty  iSL  of  Ae  fine,  duee  fifry-gun  th^ 
and  Ibor  fir^gatet,  he  bfoii^  them  to  an  inttant  engaganent,  and 
etptored  two  of  their  beat  th^    Such,  nererthelttt,  wat  Uie 
confidence  of  Ae  Biitith  nation  in  die  mqwrierily  of  id  nsfy,  diat 
notwithstanding  die  disparity  of  ttrcngth  in  this  engagement,  and 
the  partial  tocccss  with  which  it  was  crowned,  the  murmurs  of  the 
people  were  so  loud,  that  it  was  thought  requisite  to  bring  Sir  Robert 
Calder  to  trial  before  a  court-martial,  for  having  suffered  the  hostile 
fleets  to  escape  without  severer  loss  ;  and  the  gallant  Admiral  was 
actually  censured  for  not  having  improved  his  success  more  signally. 

The  Frenrli  and  Spaniards  were  now  compelled  to  put  into  Vigo 
to  refit,  and  shortly  afterwards,  finding  an  opi>ortunity  to  quit  that 
port,  tliey  proceeded  to  Ferrol,  and  uniting  themselves  with  the 
squadron  lying  there,  adled  dienee  fiv  Cadi^  which  they  once  more 
entered  in  uSttj,    Tlie  Engfidi  Goremment  haTing,  at  length, 
reoehred  accnrate  inteUigettce  of  the  enemy'a  motiena,  placed  Ndton 
■t  the  heed  of  Ae  fieet  in  die  Heditamneen,  which  waa  aecredy 
■dnibroed  widi  a  nnmber  of  the  beat  ahipa  ha  ihm  Bridah  nanry. 
Cadis,  meanwhile,  in»  ttrictly  blockaded,  and  the  ADiet  soon  began 
to  be  in  want  of  providont,  which,  had  nothing  occurred  to  batten 
such  a  moTement,  must  speedily  have  forced  thvm  to  put  to  tea. 
Tiut  when  Napoleon  heard  of  the  action  of  the  22nd  of  J\ily,  he  was 
so  greatly  exx-jwrated  that  N'illeneuve  had  not  av.-illcil  himself  of  the 
atlvantage  of  his  numbers  to  defeat  the  English,  that  he  ordered 
Dccrcs,  the  Mimsttr  of  Marine,  to  maki-  a  report  on  tlie  Admiral's 
conduct,  and  to  bring  hiui  before  u  cuuucil  uf  enquiry.  Indeed, 
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M.  Eosilly  was  already  on  his  way  to  n^enede  the  Admiral,  and 
take  the  command  at  Cadiz.  Villeiieil?e>  wHo  was  undoubtedly  • 
man  of  high  spirit  and  undaunted  courage,  burned  with  impatience 
to  retrieve  his  reputation,  and  turn  away  the  displeasure  of  the 
Emperor  by  a  final,  and,  a-s  lie  hoped,  a  vietorious  struggle.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  19th  of  October,  the  combined  fleets  got  under  weigh, 
and  sailed  from  port ;  and  two  days  aftcrwiu-ds,  being  the  day  after 
the  surrender  of  Ulm  by  !Mackj  the  hostile  fleets  came  in  sight  of 
each  other  ofiT  Cape  Trafalgar. 

The  adyaatage  of  munben  was  greatly  in  finonr  of  die  A]Hes»  who 
had  thirty-three  sail  of  the  line  and  seven  hige  ft^ates,  with  fear 
thonaand  aoldiera,  many  of  whom  being  excellent  liflemen  were 
placed  in  the  ti^.  Nelaon  had  only  twenty-aeren  ahq»  of  the  line 
and  three  firigateas  and  the  ditproportumate  nnnxber  of  hia  men 
and  guns  made  his  inferiority  still  more  considerable.    The  French 
Admiral,  aware  of  the  Briti.sh  custom  of  breaking  the  line,  and 
engaging  broadside  to  broadsidey  made  the  most  skilful  disposition  of 
his  vessels  to  prevent  the  success  of  tliis  operation,  should  it  be 
attempted.    His  fleet  formed  a  double  Ime,  carh  alternate  ship,  at 
about  a  cable's  length  to  the  windward,  covering  the  interval  between 
the  first  and  second  of  the  forenio.st  rank :  an  arrangement  which 
seemed  to  preclude  the  possibihty  of  executing  the  operation  which 
it  was  intended  to  foil.    The  genius  and  daring  of  Nelson,  however, 
were  more  dian  a  match  Ibr  the  sildll  and  friethought  of  his  anta- 
gonist He  reedred,  notwifchstanding  the  precautions  of  ViUeneiEve, 
to  put  his  &?oiiiite  mancBime  In  pradjce,  hut  in  a  manner  entirely 
original,  and  ao  aa  to  defeat  the  calculations  npon  which  it  had  heen 
soug^  to  frustrate  him.  Kb  order  fer  sailing  and  fer  battle  was  in 
two  lines.   An  advanced  squadron  of  six  of  his  festest  sailing  two- 
deckers  was  despatched  to  cut  off  as  many  as  they  could  of  the 
enemy's  vessels  a-head  of  their  centre;  Collingwood,  the  second 
officer  in  command,  was  ordered  to  break  the  line  about  the  twelfth 
ship  from  the  rear ;  and  Nelson  himself  undertook  to  att.ick  the 
centre.    At  the  council  of  war,  which  was  held  preparatory  to  the 
battle,  general  explanations  were  given  to  the  admirals  and  oflicers, 
that  the  engagement  was  to  be  close  and  decisive ;  and  it  was  added, 
that  if,  in  the  confusion  and  smoke  of  the  fight,  the  Admiral's  signals 
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should  not  be  discernible,  no  capuin  covld  do  wrong  by  laying  hit 
ship  alongside  of  tlie  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  *21st.  Nelson  hoisted  his  celebrated  sigmd, 
"  ExGi.AM)  KXPECTS  E\  KHY  MAN  TO  PC  iiis  DUTY;"  autl  immedi- 
ately iU'terwards  Colling^vood,  who  led  the  Britihh  van,  bore  down 
upon  the  enemy,  with  all  his  sails  set;  and  disdaining  to  furl  them, 
m  ioon  w  he  liad  feached  hit  iMSaa  Momg  die  dudmit  die  fee, 
cut  die  aheets,  and  let  his  canvaaa  fly  in  die  wind.  Ndson  ran  hii 
▼esad,  die  Victoty,  on  board  die  French  Bedoubtable.  These  gallant 
examplea  were  followed  by  the  whole  fleet,  which  breaking  the 
hostile  lines  on  every  side,  engaged  two  or  three  ships  each,  and 
maintained  the  fiercest  naval  battle  ever  contested,  at  the  very  mouths 
of  the  cannon.  Tlic  French  and  Spaniards  fought  with  determined 
gallantry ;  but,  in  the  end,  aiaeleen  of  their  line-of-bnttle  ships  were 
captured,  none  of  wliich  were  of  less  calibre  tlian  seventy-four  guns. 
Four  ships  of  the  line,  under  Comnrndiur  Diimanoir,  mailed  away  at 
the  close  of  the  engrigemcnt  for  the  Straits  ;  but  being  oiu  ouiitered.  a 
few  days  afterwards,  by  Sir  Kichard  Strachan,  with  a  superior  force, 
they  aUo  struck  to  llie  lJriti^h  H;ig  :  while  seven  of  the  thirteen  vessels 
which  escajK'd  into  the  harbour  of  Cadiz,  were  total  wrecks,  and  the 
rest  rendered  unserviceable.    The  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  were 
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thus  entirely  annihilated  ;  and  the  threat  of  an  English  invasion 
turiKMl  into  scof[  and  mockery.  But  great  as  was  the  victory 
achieved,  it  was  considered  to  have  been  dearly  purchased,  by  the 
Ufe  of  England's  greatest  naval  hero ;  who  fell,  mortally  wounded, 
early  in  the  battle,  and  lived  but  just  long  enough  to  hear  the 
exulting  shouts  which  announced  the  defeat  of  the  Allies.  **  Thank 
God,**  esiEdiimed  tke  dying  Admiral,  **  I  have  done  my  du^:**  and 
yrilStL  theie  irarda,  wbieh  fnniBh  lihe  bert  eonuneatHy  on  bis  life  and 
actioDB,  yielded  vp  his  manly  spirit.  The  (^paniali  admiral^  Granna, 
recdved  aeveial  wovnde  in  the  actum,  of  whidli  lie  atuardy  afterwarda 
died,  '^eneave  was  taHcm  priaoner  to  England;  and  being  per- 
mitted, after  a  brief  captifiiy,  to  return  to  I^iance,  on  bii  parole,  eooa 
put  a  period  to  bii  own  existence  feding  oonnnoed  diat  he  had 
offended  bis  Sovereign  past  hope. 

The  news  of  Trafalgar  reached  Napdeon  at  Schonbrmm;  and 
though  he  was  at  once  conscious  of  the  magnitude  of  the  disaster,  he 
allowed  few  indications  of  uneasiness  to  appear.  His  first  exclama- 
tion was  one  of  petulance  and  pride.  "  I  cannot  be  everywhere ! " 
he  said ;  as  if  his  presence  at  Trafalgar  would  have  wrought  the  same 
effect  upon  the  captains  and  seamen  of  his  fleet,  as  upon  the  generals 
and  soldiers  of  his  army  at  AusterUtz ;  or,  as  though  the  Hero  of  the 
Nile  would  have  quailed  at  his  name,  like  the  oft  defeated  marshals 
of  the  German  empire.  Few  of  the  French  newspapers  ventured  to 
allude  to  the  event;  and  thoie  lhat  did  ao,  spoke  <tf  "  a  tempest  that 
bad  deprived  France  of  a  few  venela,  after  an  actum  imprudently 
entered  into."  Napoleon  certainly  did  not  aOow  the  drcumstanoe  to 
interfere  with  other  projecti,  or  to  eagron  more  than  its  due  ahare  dT 
his  attention.  He  had  a  pecnlKarfecal^  of  abatractian,  which  enabled 
him,  when  anything  was  likdy  to  intofrae  with  the  immediate  object 
in  band,  of  suipending  the  oonndendkn  of  that  which  was  obDozionsy 
or  of  a  nature  to  distract  his  mind,  till  a  more  fitting  season ;  and  to 
this  absolute  mastery  of  liimself,  and  power  of  concentrating  his  mental 
energies,  may  be  ascribed  not  <mly  his  escape  from  much  mortification, 
but  his  brilliant  successes,  on  numberless  occasions,  when  common 
men  would  have  been  ovowhelmed  with  the  multiplid^  of  accruing 
cares  and  vexations. 

At  the  end  of  tlic  year  1805,  the  predominant  aim  of  Napoleon 
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was  to  make  »  final  aetlilement  of  the  oontinental  war  in  which  he 

had  just  been  engaged :  and  to  this  he  peneveringly  devoted  himself. 
Ue  had  ctated  before  setting  oM  on  the  campaign,  that  he  wished  tot 
no  accession  of  territory  to  France,  and  in  the  negodatiooa  at  Fresburg 
no  stipulation  was  made  in  bf  half  of  that  empire.  The  kingdom 
of  Italy,  however,  was  consolidated  by  the  cession  of  the  ancient 
domains  of  \'rnicc  ;  and  Bavaria  received  the  principality  of  Eichstett, 
part  of  the  domain  of  Passau,  the  Tyrol,  and  the  important  city  of 
Augsburg,  being  at  tlie  same  time  erected  into  a  kingdom ;  as  w^as 
also  the  electorate  of  Wurlemberg.  The  Elector  of  Baden  received 
tfie  tilla  off  Gnoid  Dnke.  SalldMiig  and  Berdttoligaden,  meanwhile, 
ware  tnmaftmd  to  Anatria;  and  the  principality  of  Wartabmg  vaa 
erected  Into  a  Giand  Dnehj,  and  conferred  en  the  AreUnahop  d 
Saltaboig.  Aoidria  ia  aaid,  by  thia  tnatj,  whick  waa  dgned  on  lihe 
26di  of  December*  1809,  to  have  loat  iqpwarda  of  twen^  dumaand 
aqnare  miles  of  temtoiy,  two  millions  and  a  half  of  anl^ecti,  and  a 
revennc  of  about  ten  millions  and  a  half  tii  florins.  It  should  be 
remembered,  however,  that  in  this  account  were  included  the  do> 
minions,  popahUaon,  and  revenues  of  Venice,  to  which  Germany 
had  never  any  sound  or  legitimate  title.  AVhat  probably  affected 
Francis  even  more  than  the  cession  of  territory,  was  a  military  levy 
of  a  hundred  million  francs,  to  wliich  he  was  subjected  as  a  contri- 
bution towards  the  exjK-'nses  of  the  war ;  and  the  first  instalment  of 
which  he  was  compelled  to  pay  out  of  the  subsidies  sent,  for  a  very 
diffierent  purpose,  from  England. 

Before  departing  from  Sdifinfamnn,  Kq^oleon  received  a  personal 
addiem  from  the  civic  aothoritiea  of  Fteia,  congratnhuing  him  on  hia 
rictorj,  and  on  the  peace  which,  it  waa  hoped,  wonld  be  the  leaok 
of  dnt  ^oriona  event.  As  e  mark  of  his  confidence  and  approbatioB, 
the  Emperor  charged  the  deputation  to  bear  to  the  c^tal  the  flags 
taken  at  Austeriits,  part  of  which  he  intended  to  place  in  the  cathedral 
of  Notre  Dame ;  and  the  guardianship  of  which,  in  tlie  meantime,  he 
conferred  by  letter  upon  the  Cardinal-Archbishop  of  Paris ;  whom 
he  desired,  moreover,  to  institute  a  solemn  office  in  the  metropolitan 
church  to  be  chaunted  in  honour,  and  for  the  rcjXMiC,  of  the  brave 
men  who  had  fallin  in  their  country's  service  during  the  campaign. 
At  Schunbrunn,  also,  Napoleon  reviewed  liis  troop«.     The  hrst 
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battalion  of  the  Ith  regiment  of  the  line  had  lost  its  eagle  at 
Austcrlitz.  As  the  men  filed  past  liira,  the  Emporor  observed  the 
deficiency,  and  commanded  a  halt.  "Soldiers/*  he  exclaimed  in  a 
severe  tone, "  what  haTe  yon  done  inAi  the  eegle  which  I  gave  you, 
wbich  yon  sworn  should  be  your  rallying  point,  snd  tibat  you  would 
defend  it  with  your  livesT  Have  you  foigotten  your  oaths?**  Hie 
nugor,  stepping  Ibirward,  replied:  "Sire,  the  standard-bearer  having 
been  killed  in  a  charge,  nobody,  amidst  the  smoke,  was  oonscioas  of 
the  &et  at  the  moment.  The  oorps,  neyertheless,  did  iia  doty,  fay 
beating  two  battalions  of  Russians,  and  talcing  their  colovu-s,  ^hidh 
have  been  laid  at  the  Emperor's  feet'*  Napoleon  smiled  as  he 
replied,  "  In  that  case,  I  must  return  you  yow  eagle." 

On  the  27th  of  December,  the  Emperor,  in  a  proclamation  addressed 
to  the  army,  announced  (he  cstablisliment  of  peace  ;  rcmindini?  them, 
at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  shared  with  them  all  the  perils,  pri- 
vations, and  fatigues  of  the  war  ;  and  that  if,  at  its  close,  they  beheld 
him  surrounded  with  all  the  splendour  and  pomp  of  majesty,  it  was 
but  as  the  Sovereigrn  of  the  first  people  in  the  universe.  In  the 
b^inning  of  May/'  he  said,  **  I  shall  give  a  fite  in  Paris,  when, 
aftw  all  our  hardships,  yon  will  be  ranged  around  my  palace — the 
presenrers  of  our  national  interest  and  glory,  and  the  witnesses  of  our 
country's  hapj^ness.   *£h»  idea  that  this  ftlictty  ii  in  store  fiw  yon 
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imparts  joy  to  my  heart,  and  inapircs  me  with  the  most  tender  | 

emotions.    Wc  will  consecrate,  worthily,  the  memory  of  those  who 
have  died  on  the  field  of  honour ;  till,  inspired  by  the  example  of  \ 
our  fallen  comrades,  the  work!  shall  wondrr  at  our  doo<ls  against  j 
those  who  would  dare  to  a.sfi:ul  our  honour,  or  be  basely  sfduced  I 
by  the  gold  of  the  eternal  enemies  of  the  Continent."    Tliis,  >t. 
Laurent  dc  l/Ardeche   calls    magic  language:    all  -  poM  eriul    u\)on  , 
the  he;u-ts  of  soldiers.     It  was  this  kind  of  appeal  to  the  feelings 
and  sentiments,  this  tone  of  sympathy  and  companionship,  which 
liad  midi  dectxie  effect  in  die  field,  and  prodnoed  ladi  marreb  of 
heroiim :  Uiis  waa  what  his  enemies  hanre  charaeteriied  as  a  species 
cf  dnorUitanisni,  assumed  to  maintain  an  ignohle  popahuntj.  It  ni^ 
he  added,  that,  in  dieir  daj,  aD  who  have  ftnaken  die  aceostomed 
road  to  fione,  whedier  heroes,  phihMophen,  scientific  disoorerezs,  or 
legislators,  hare  heen  aspersed  as  charlatans,  the  list  of  whom,  indeed, 
has  been  swollen  with  the  names  of  Galileo,  Bacon,  and  Newton. 
Since  the  prophetical  ages,  it  has  boon  the  destiny  of  greet  men  to  be 
misunderstood  and  denounced  in  their  generation. 

On  the  same  day  (the  27th),  another  proclamation  juinounct'd 
Napoleon's  departure  from  the  Auvfrian  capital.  "  Inhahitants  of 
^'ienna!"  ran  this  doctmu-nt  ;  "  Hcfure  (juitting  you,  I  w  to  con- 
vince you  how  highly  I  esteem  your  lldelity  to  yoiu"  I'rince,  and  the 
good  conduct  you  have  uniformly  exhibited.  Receive,  therefore,  as 
n  present,  what  die  kwa  of  war  have  rendend  my  property— your 
arsenal,  nninjured.  Let  this  alwajs  serre  aa  a  pledge  fiv  the  main* 
tenanoe  of  order.  Attiibate  the  misfintones  which  you  have  sdEsred 
during  the  campaign,  to  the  evils  insepaiahle  fimn  war;  and  the 
respect  whidi  has  been  paid  bgr  amy  to  your  eoimtry,  may  be  . 
ascribed  to  die  esteem  whidi  yon  hare  merited  at  the  hands  of  the  ' 
Fkench  soldiers.**  ' 

News  now  arrived  of  a  declaration  of  war  against  France  on  the  J 
part  of  the  Court  of  N  aples.    At  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  ' 
of  Austerlitz,  the  two  eountrien  had  been  on  the  most  friendly  tcrn)>  :      I  | 
and  so  late  as  the  preceding  ScptemlM-r,  a  treaty  of  neutrality  had      |  ' 
been  signed  by  Frrdinand.  in  order  that  (i(  lu  r  d  St.Cyr.  \\lu>se  troops, 
agreeably  to  a  former  stij»ul.ilion,  were  <^u.nuiid  in  the  Neapoiitun  I 
territories,  might  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw,  and  follow  Msssena  j 
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through  Upper  Italy  to  the  assistance  of  the  Grand  Army  before 
the  gates  of  Vienna.  The  object  of  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  was 
no  sooner  accomplished  by  the  removal  of  thg  French  soldiers,  than 
that  Monarch  collected  all  his  forces,  opened  his  harbours  to  the 
enemies  of  France,  received  into  his  states  twelve  thousand  Russian 
and  eight  thousand  English  soldiers,  and  marched  upon  the  Venetian 
States,  with  the  insolence  of  certain  triumph.  His  joy,  hmnmr,  was 
soon  banidied  by  the  newB  of  libe  Th«Biinuiii 
and  Enf^iah  did  not  ev«n  stand  hj  him  to  lee  die  icrah;  hut,  on 
leanung  the  diaasten  of  Uie  Alfies,  matched  at  once  to  the  ooaat  and 
re-embarked.  The  King  and  Qneen  oi  Naples  fled  to  fficfly*  so 
fireqaenity  their  phwe  of  refiage  from  die  stoms  irhich  dieir  peifidy 
had  proToked:  hot  Niqpoleon  was  not  now,  as  on  previous  occasions, 
to  he  appeased  by  mere  offers  of  submission.  A  last  proclamation 
was  pdUiahed  at  Schonbrunn,  which,  after  setting  forth  the  many 
proTOcations  to  which  France  had  submitted  from  Naples;  the 
generous  treatment  which  the  latter  had  constantly  experienced ; 
and  the  repeated  treachery  of  Ferdinand  and  his  Cabinet,  announced 
that  "  the  djTiasty  of  Naples  had  ceased  to  reign  ;  its  existence  being 
incompatible  with  the  peace  of  Europe  and  the  honour  of  the  French 
empire."  Rapp  was  despatched  to  General  St.  Cyr,  with  orders  for 
him  to  lead  his  troops  back  to  Naples ;  and  Joseph  Bonaparte,  who  had 
been  first  hononred  widi  amilitary  command  at  die  camp  of  Boulogne, 
was  directed  to  enfixrce  die  sentence  of  expnlsien,  reoendy  pronounced 
upon  die  BaytX  iVmily.  The  war  was  a  brief  one.  The  Qneen 
of  the  Two  SidUes  waa  the  onty  diatingniahed  person  among  her 
husband's  aubjects  who  retained  a  tgnk  of  manly  spirit;  and  when 
her  conduct  made  the  canse  of  her  country  appear  desperate^  few  were 
inclined  to  make  a  venture  Ibr  national  independence  or  personal 
right.  Fortress  after  fortress  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French, 
without  a  blow  being  struck  to  save  them  :  the  cowardly  Neapolitan 
offic(  rs,  with  the  Prince  Royal  at  their  head,  setting  the  example  of 
fiiglit  wlicnevcr  a  French  cockade  was  discernible.  "  One  single  trait 
of  gallantry,"  says  Sir  Walter  Scott,  "  illuminated  the  scene  of  uni- 
versal pusillanimity."  The  Prince  of  llcsse-Phihpsthal,  to  whom  the 
defence  of  the  strong  fortress  of  Gaeta  had  been  entrusted,  relbsed  to 
snizender  it  on  the  capitoktiim  of  the  Grown  Frinee.  "  Tell  year 
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General/*  said  ho,  in  reply  to  Utc  French  ranunons,  **  that  Gaeta  is 
not  Ulm,  nor  the  Prince  of  Hesse  General  Made!"  The  place, 
howerer,  after  a  brave  resistance,  was  compelled  to  snnrender ;  and 
the  Prince  who  had  defended  it  shortly  afterwards  died.  The  whole 
of  Ilia  mainland  territories  were  thus  wrested  from  the  imbecile  King 
of  Naples,  whose  subjects  rcgardrd  the  change  of  masters  as  a  release 
from  oppressive  thraldom,  ratlK-r  than  a  (juestion  nf  lorciLMi  invasion 
and  conquest.  Tliis  branch  of  the  liuurbuas,  indeed,  had  long  been 
as  unpopular  as  that  of  France  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution ;  and  the 
fcehng  of  discontent  against  them  was  daily  htrengthcned  by  reports 
of  the  prompt  ritv,  \vhi(  li  li;id  aln  .idv  n  suited  from  a  different  system 
of  g(n  ernim  at  iu  ihu  m  i^hboui  iiig  kiiigdom  of  Italy.  I 

During  thcso  prot cfdiiigs,  Nap^ilroii  rtpuircd  to  Muuidi,  in  order 
to  bt"  present  at  the  nuptials  of  the  I*rinrt  >s  .\ugusta,  of  Bavaria,  ■with 
Piiuee  Kugene  lieuuharnais.  Viceroy  of  Italy,  whom  the  Emperor  ^ 
bad  recently  adopted  as  hi:i  son,  and  declared  to  be  his  presumptive 
successor  in  the  kingdom  of  Italy.   The  Empress  Josephine  met  her  | 
consort  in  the  capital  of  Bavaria,  and  assisted  at  the  celebration  of  i 
her  son*s  marriage,  whidi  took  place  on  the  13th  of  January,  180S.  i 
Eugene  is  said  to  have  had  no  idea  of  thu  match  when  Napoleon 
sent  for  him  from  Milan,  and  was  not  well  pleased  when  he  Warned 
Uie  purport  of  his  journey ;  but,  after  seeing  his  bride,  the  repugnance 
which  he  felt  to  a  merely  political  alliance  was  dispelled  by  the 
beauty,  grace,  and  accomplishments  of  the  Princess.  Magnificent 
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fStes  were  given  on  the  occasion,  which  lasted  for  a  week,  and  which 
received  additional  idat  from  the  presenco  nf  the  Emperor  and 
£mpress ;  to  honour  whom  all  the  wit  and  loTelineaa  of  Bayaria 
■eemed  to  hare  been  asaembled. 


In  the  meantime,  the  people  of  Paris  were  preparing  for  the 
reception  of  their  victorious  Sovereign.  The  whole  French  nation 
was  in  raptures.  Napoleon,  from  the  earliest  dawn  of  his  c:uecr,  had 
wrought  miracles  as  a  general,  and  people  were  prepared  for  great 
M!]ile?cnuiili;  but  ike  campaign  of  AuaterKts,  by  which,  in  ft  few 
numtha,  and  widi  acarcely  an  apparent  eSoTt,  ao  much  had  been 
e&ctod,  aeemed  like  the  gfialiwtion  of  ft  fiiiry  tale.  Hie  tfeni,  wU, 
pki,  of  CMar,  after  reading  a  few  of  die  buUedni,  and  tracing  uptm 
the  xoMp  the  pcogreai  of  Napoleon,  kaes  its  power  orer  our  mindi; 
for  we  feel  that,  when  those  worda  were  written,  the  ooBqiieror  of 
ancient  Gaul  could  have  had  oomparatiTely  little  to  fiff"i*i<?nir^!t,  but 
what  the  words  themselves  were  capable  of  ezprasing.  AVe  can 
scarcely  wonder  then,  that  we  find  men  exalting  one  who  had  thus 
surpassed  their  conceptions  of  human  possibility  to  the  dignity  of  a 
demigod. 

In  the  race  of  public  adulation  wherein  all  classes  in  France  com- 
peted to  welcome  the  Emperor,  the  Tribunate  led  the  way.  In  the 
sitting  of  the  30th  of  December,  1805,  a  resolution  was  adopted  to 
lender  to  IXttgokan.  a  tettimony  of  the  mbounded  lore. 
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and  gmtituilc  of  the  people,  "  which  should  be  as  imtnortal  as  his 
'  *»f  January,  ISIKI,  the  flaffs  sent  liomc  by  the 

Emperor,  fifty-four  of  whiih  had  been  given  to  ilje  Senate,  were 
taken  to  the  Luxembourg,  by  tlic  Tribunate  in  a  Ixxly,  attended  by 
the  civil  authorities,  tlie  soldiers  of  the  garrison,  militarj'  bands,  and 
an  immense  concourse  of  the  populace,    'llie  Senate,  with  the  Grantl 

'  Klector  as  rre8i«lfnt,  was  ai»senibU'<l  to  receive  tliem ;  and  the  yVrch- 

I'hancellor  and  all  the  Ministers  were  present.  I'pon  sight  of  tlic 
^t.'Ultlards  of  the  enemy,  it  was  unanimously  decreed  :  —  '*  That  a 
triumphal  monument  should  bo  erected  in  honour  of  NaI'oi.fon  tiik 
(Jreat.  'lliat  the  Senate  and  Tribunate,  on  his  arrival  in  Paris, 
I     should  wait  on  the  Emi>eror  to  assure  him  of  the  gratitude  an<l 

^  alirriion  <»f  tlie  French  jK'ople  ;  and  tlial  his  letter  t»)  the  S<'naie, 

I 
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dated  at  Elchinpfcn,  on  the  17th  of  October,  IHO.J,  should  be  engra- 
ven on  marble  tablets,  to  be  placed  in  the  saloon  of  the  senatorial 
chamber."  The  cathedral  of  Notre  Damo,  according  to  the  promise 
of  the  Emperor,  made  to  the  municipal  deputation  of  Paris,  at 
Schtinbrunn,  received  it«  portion  of  the  trophies  of  the  campaign,  on 
the  10th  of  January;  when  the  metropolitan  clergy  were  all  in 
attendance  at  the  church  to  receive  them.  Fetes  and  rejoicings  were 
universal  throughout  the  empire,  and  sustained  for  several  day« 
together.  France,  indeed,  would  have  been  tired  of  the  numerous 
holidays  which  the  victories  of  its  Cliief  afforded  ;  but  that  it  was 
UJiiversally  known  that  his  wars  hitherto  had  been  wars  of  defence 
and  independence,  and  tliat  consequently  what  contributed  to  bis 
glory  was  an  additional  assurance  of  Btofety  to  the  nation. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


PUBLIC  RKJOICINaR  —  TIIR  LKOIRLATI VK  «ltK(«ION  —  NRW  NOBILITY  — JORRPII 
nONAPARTR,  KINO  Of  NAIM.lt* — LOTIN.  KINO  Of  HOLLAND — CONPKOK- 
RATION  Of  TH«  RIIINX — TRKATV  WITH  THE  PORTK  —  DKATII  OP  PITT  — 
NKOOCIATIONR  WITH  KNCLAND  —  DBATH  OP  POX  —  DOMS8TIC  LIFB  OP 
THK  KMPKROR.  \^*0G. 

• 

APOLEON  and  Josephine  returned  to 
\  Paris,  on  the  2Cth  of  January*,  ISOC, 
.md  were  received  in  the  capital,  as  they 
had  heen  in  all  the  towns  through  which 
they  paMod  in  their  journey,  with  the 
utmost  enthusiasm.  'ITic  houses  were 
^.  everywhere  illuminated,  and  splendid 
(^\cs  were  given  by  all  who  had  the 
means  of  tliu>  ii  -iilvmi;  ihcir  j«)y  at  the  salvation  of  the  country.  The 
Senate  and  Tribunate  waited  on  the  Emperor,  at  the  Tuilcries,  on  the 
2Hth,  and  invested  him,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  people,  with  the 
title  of  Great ;  which  it  was  said  had  been  merited  by  achievements, 
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for  the  preservation  of  the  empire,  surpjissing  those  of  the  heroes  of 
ancient  and  modem  times.   At  the  same  period,  Denon,  who  had  the  I 
diief  nq^flfintendieiiM  of  ibo  finpcnil  woirkM  of  irt,  nibniitlBd  to  i 
Napoleon  a  aeries  of  designs  for  medals  and  trophies  to  oomineiiioinito  I 
the  magnificent  actions  of  ihe  campaign,  ocmimendng  with  Ihe  dqwr- 
tore  of  the  amy  firom  the  camp  of  Boulogne,  and  ending  widi  the 
trimnphal  retain  ct  the  vietar  to  Paris.    The  EmpenHr  a*—****^  | 
these  with  some  interest ;  hol^  howerer  he  might  have  song^  to 
conceal  inimical  facts  from  others,  he  had  no  le^ak  for  personal  ada-  | 
lation.    Perceiving  that  one  of  the  designs  represented  an  eagle  in     j  i 
the  act  of  destroying  a  leopard,  he  hastily  asked  its  meaning.    "  It  is,     .  | 
Sire,"  replied  Denon,  "  a  French  eagle,  strangling  in  its  talons  a 
leopard,  the  ancient  heraldic  emblem  of  Enijland."    Napoleon  threw  | 
the  design  violently  to  the  further  end  of  the  apartment ;  and,  rising  ' 
in  anger,  exclaimed,  "  Vile  flatterer !  ^\'^ith  what  assurance  do  you     |  ' 
tell  me  that  the  eagle  of  France  subjects  the  leopard  of  England,     j  ! 
when  I  cannot  even  send  a  fishing-boat  to  sea,  but  it  is  instantly  seixed 
by  the  English  ?   It  is  the  leopard  that  strangles  the  eagle.   Let  me 
see  no  nune  of  sndi  abswdities."   Then  passing  on  to  the  design  | 
intended  to  depot  the  batd^  he  said,  "  Fat  on  one  side  the  wosds 
Battle    Anttteriitx,  widi  the  date ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  ea^^  of  ' 
France,  Austria,  and  Bnssia  posterity  will  be  at  no  loss  for  the  rest** 
Hus  anecdote  seems  sufficient  to  zemore  firam  Napoleon  the  impu- 
tation of  bong  the  author  or  director  of  the  pompous  inscriptions,  | 
extravagant  compliments,  and  perplexed  designs  which  disfigured 
many  of  the  public  Monuments  of  France  erected  during  the  Empire. 
His  taste,  indeed,  appears  to  have  been  remarkably  simple,  and  his  ' 
judgment  severe ;  assimilating  to  those  of  the  ancients,  upon  the 
model  of  whose  characters,  as  drawn  by  the  classical  historians,  he 
avowedly  endeavoured  to  form  his  own.     One  other  instance  of  | 
delicacy  of  sentiment  is  worth  recordiiifj.    Kellerman  was  deputed 
by  a  large  body  of  influential  citizens  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the 
Emperor  to  the  erection  of  a  mark  of  personal  honour  to  himself. 
Napoleon  modestly  declined  the  pu  posal,  and  intimated  diat  in  his 
opinion  no  man  could  merit  audi  a  testimony  of  approbation  till  hie 
career  was  dosed.   And  though  afterwards  the  Emperor's  statue 
was  placed  upon  the  bronze  column  in  the  Place  Venddm^  on 
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which  Um  campaign  of  Austcrlits  was  elaborately  acn^tured,  it 
l^pean  lo  have  been  in  deference  to  the  opmaoB  of  importunate 
courtiers,  rather  than  with  his  voluntary  assent ;  as  in  the  original  ' 
design,  wliich  was  prepared  under  his  eye,  the  pilhir  was  surmounted 
by  an  image  of  Peace.  Even  a-s  it  the  oniamcntal  had  to  sur-  ' 
render  something  to  the  useful.  Ikloi  t  tlit»  cannon  of  Austerlitz  were 
broken  up,  the  Minister  of  Finance  solicited  the  Emperor  to  grant  him 
a  score  of  the  guns.  "What!"  exclaimed  Napoleon,  laughing,  "  does 
our  Minister  wish  to  make  war  on  us?" — "No," replied  Gaudin,  "but 
on  some  ricketty  machinea  whidi  kill  dift  workmen  in  your  minL 
Twenty  of  these  cannon  wSk  tdBoe  to  reoonatruct  the  beams  of  die 
engines;  and  that  it  nuqr  not  be  fiMrgotten  whence  diey  wen  derived, 
I  will  have  AtuterUut  engraven  on  gnna  granted 

vpaa  this  tipg^  were  fimned  the  nuMshiaeiy  itill  used  Son  atampiag 
A*  coin'of  th0  hngdon  of  I^ranoe. 

Thon^  externally,  eveiythipg  aeemed  to  wear  a  imiling  aspect. 
Napoleon  was  not  without  reason  for  uneasiness  on  his  return  to  Paris. 
Through  the  failure  of  some  extensive  transactions  between  the  heads 
of  the  French  \'ictualling  Office  and  the  Spani>h  minion,  Godoy,  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  to  wliich  ui)ward8  of  eighty  raillious  of  francs  had 
been  appropriated,  and  the  success  of  %vhich  had  been  frustrattnl  by 
the  vigilance  of  the  Engli.sh  navy,  considerable  embarrassment  had 
arisen  in  tlie  fimmcial  operations  of  the  empire,  and  a  run  upon  the 
National  Bank  had  followed.  Before  Napoleon  quitted  Munich,  the 
govemaieAt  biUi  had  declined  to  twenty-two  below  par ;  and  on  hm 
arrival  in  Firia  he  finmd  diat  die  Ibnda  had  ftHen  twelve  per  cent 
He  waa  not  leog,  however,  m  diacoveiing  die  occaaicB  of  the  panic ; 
and.  bv  his  ■**'*"»^*^  inflnenoa  widi  eommansial  henaaa.  nadvo 
Ibreign,  aoon  raoceeded  in  restoring  pabfie  ooaBdcMe,  and  m  ^^"^ 
the  bank  to  resume  its  suspended  pajrmcnts. 

It  has  been  obaenred,  that  after  the  battle  of  Anaterlits,  Napoleon 
exhibited  great  anxiety  to  have  his  authority  recognised  by  the  ] 
crowned  heads  of  Europe.  The  Emperor  of  Austria,  the  Kings  of 
Pnisiiia  and  Denmark,  and  those  of  more  recent  creation,  together 
with  thp  in(lt  ])eudent  Princes  of  Germany  and  Italy,  had  already 
acknoM  Icdgi d  liis  title,  and  treated  with  him  as  a  h  u'itimate  sovereign. 
England  withheld  its  aduiowlcdgmc&t,  because  in  admitting  his  | 
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right  to  the  tlirone  he  occupied,  she  would  have  abandoned  one  of 
her  sti'ongcst  arguments  for  continuing  the  war,  which  w;vs  constantly 
asserted  to  be  for  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons  to  their  lawful 
inheritance.  The  Emperor  of  Russia,  who  had  a  keen  eve  to  the 
subsidies  of  England,  followed  the  example  of  that  country  in 
addressing  Napoleon  as  "the  Chief  of  the  French  Government;'  and 
had  artfolfy  cotntiived  to  evade  all  fiirdier  reoognituni,  by  his  hasty 
tritbdrawal  from  the  aoene  of  his  military  cxploita.  There  ia  no 
doubt  Aat  Napoleoii  zepented  of  his  lenity  towards  his  coaiqiiered 
enemies  the  moment  he  heaid  cS  ihdr  duplicitj.  It  became  certain, 
indeed,  from  that  instant  that  no  permanmt  peace  was  to  be  hoped 
Ibr;  but  that  the  Treaty  of  Presbnig,  like  all  fiomer  oonTentions, 
would  endure  only  till  a  convenient  opportuni^  should  arise  Ibr  the 
renewal  of  hostilities.  Xhe  oonaideration  of  these  circumstances  is 
sufficient  to  remove  any  snrprise  we  might  otherwise  feel  at  the 
sensibili^  of  the  Empeior  on  the  subject  of  his  rank.  He  knew 
that  until  he  should  obtain  admission  to  the  charmed  circle  of 
monarchy,  and  become  one  of  the  elite,  he  would,  not\^'illistanding 
his  investiture  by  the  nation  over  which  he  ruled,  expcncnce  neither 
faith  nor  justice  from  neighbouring  states  but  such  as  his  sword 
enabled  him  to  command. 

In  order  to  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  all  obstacles  to  the  general 
recognition  of  his  title,  and  to  surroand  the  institutions  of  the  empire 
widi  the  same  fimnaUties  and  rites  as  distinguished  the  old  monarcliies 
of  - Europe,  and  thns  impart  to  it  an  air  of  permanence,  he  now  began 
to  introduce  some  of  tfiose  minuter  refinrms,  which,  while  diey  seemed 
to  affect  no  general  prindple,  were  f.alcu1ated  to  make  a  deeper 
imgprassicm  upon  the  people,  and  more  especially  upon  sttangers,  than 
things  of  greater  moment.  The  Pantheon,  which  had  been  first 
desecrated  by  the  heathen  ritual  established  by  the  revolutionary 
philosophers,  and  afterwards  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  the  great 
men  of  the  country,  whose  ashes  were  deposited  in  its  vaults,  was 
restored  to  its  original  use  as  a  catholic  temple,  under  its  former  name 
of  the  church  of  St.  Genevieve ;  and  the  royal  chapel  of  St.  Denis, 
which  had  been  tlie  sepulchre  of  the  various  races  of  French  Princes 
from  the  period  when  King  Dagobert  first  consecrated  the  edifice  to 
the  patron  saint  of  France,  was  restored  to  its  pristine  grandeur  and 
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sanctity.  A  few  Republicans  murmured  at  tliis  erasure  of  the  last 
traces  of  the  great  revolution ;  but  their  voices  soon  subi^iik'tl  into 
silence,  when  it  was  seen  that  the  returned  emigrants  of  the  Faubourg 
St.  Germain  were  as  much  outraged  as  themselves,  at  changes  which 
indicated  a  sense  of  sccurit)'  in  the  Ponapartc  dynasty,  wliilc  tliey 
made  the  hopes  of  the  Bourbons  grow  fainter  smd  fainter. 

On  the  *ind  of  March,  Napoleon  opened  in  person  the  new  session 
of  the  Imperial  Legislature ;  and,  in  his  siK-ech  from  tlie  throne  on 
the  occasion,  8|x>ke  of  his  military  successes  with  force  and  truth. 
"  ITic  French  armies,"  he  said,  "  ceased  not  to  conquer  till  they 
ceased  to  combat.    Our  enemies  are  humbknl  and  confounded.  'ITie 
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royal  lunue  of  Naples  liai  eeaaed  to  reign,  and  Uie  eudie  penounk 
of  Italy  is  allied  to  llie  Great  Natum.**  At  the  same  time,  be  co«ild 
not  ttvoid  aUuding,  with  aome  chagrin,  to  his  own  itriiitalfwi  generonly  . 
in  granting  to  Anatcia  such  eaaj  terms  of  peao^  and  in  permilting  die 
Bnaaian  Emperor  to  relieat  trith  all  that  remained  of  his  am^, 
irithout  a  gnarantee  &r  fntore  pacific  intentions. 

The  Ministers  then  rendered  an  account  of  the  sitaation  of  die 
empire  :  the  rapid  progress  of  which  towards  internal  |ao^erit|r  may 
he  inferred  from  the  following  statement  of  improvements  in  the 
several  departments.  Of  the  great  roads,  the  ^linister  of  the  Interior 
enumerated  those  of  Valoijne  to  La  Hoguc,  and  of  Caen  to  Honflcur, 
as  finished  ;  that  of  Ajaccio  to  Bastia  as  half  completed  ;  that  of 
Alessandria  to  Savona  as  being  traced  ;  and  those  of  Paris  to 
ISIaycnce,  by  way  of  Hamburg,  and  of  Alx-la-ChapcUc  to  Montjoic, 
as  surveyed  and  ordered.  "  A  laudable  emulation,"  added  the 
Minister,  **  animates  a  great  nnmher  of  the  commnnes  for  the  resto- 
rsdon  of  the  public  roads  in  their  neigbbonrbood."  Tbe  bridges  > 
re-established  were  those  at  Kehl  and  Brimu^  on  the  Bbine;  at  i 
Givet,  on  tbe  M euae ;  at  Tours,  on  the  Cher ;  at  Nevers  and  Bosnne, 
on  die  Lmre;  at  Auzonne,  on  the  Soflne ;  and  many  odien  of  leas 
importanoe.  Tbe  two  fierce  torrenti  of  the  Durance  and  die  lafare, 
previonsly  deemed  nntractable,  had  been  sutgected  to  man'a  dominion, 
and  made  to  flow  under  bridges  which  w^  at  all  times  passable. 
Six  grand  canals  carried  the  commerce  of  France  from  city  to  city, 
and  province  to  province;  that  of  St.  Quentin,  the  canal  Napoleon, 
joining  the  Rhino  to  the  Rhone  ;  the  canal  of  Burgundy ;  those  of 
Blavct  and  L'llc-et-Rance ;  tliat  of  Aries  ;  and  those  running  into 
Belgium.  Several  others  were  commenced,  among  wliich  were  those 
of  St.  Valery  and  Sedan,  and  those  connecting  Beaucaire  with  Aiguos- 
Mortcs,  Niort  with  La  Rochelle,  and  Nantes  with  Brest;  several 
others  were  planned,  embracing  those  of  Censee,  Charleroi,  Ypres, 
and  Briare.  The  ports  and  harbours  bad  been  improved,  and 
rendered  more  CMnmodions,  more  essily  acoesnble,  and  mora  safe. 
The  works  <^  art  and  trophies  of  the  national  g^ory,  widi  wbidi  die 
cartel  bad  been  ornamented,  w«re  then  qpoken  of  by  M.  Cbampi^y, 
who  summed  up  their  msgnitnde  end  mqportanoe  by  asserting,  dmt 
the  firaits  of  a  yesr  of  war,  under  Napoleon,  bad  been  equsl  to  those 


Digitized  by  Google 


CIVIL  OODB. 


I 


of  an  ordinary  lialf  century  of  peace.  New  and  splendid  quays  had 
been  established  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  •wlicre  also  two  bridges 
had  been  erected  in  the  preceding  year.  A  third,  more  important 
than  either  of  its  predecessors,  was  on  the  point  of  being  erected ;  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  which  a  new  quarter  of  the  city  was  designed 
to  be  built,  the  streets  of  which  were  intended  to  bear  the  namet  of 
the  brare  men  who  had  fiJlen  in  defence  of  the  country  in  the  last 
campaign :  while  the  bridge  itself  was  to  be  called  after  the  crowning 
victory  of  Anaterlits.  At  the  entrance  of  die  boulevards  was  to  be 
placed  a  triumphal  arch;  and  a  column,  designed  to  commemorate  the 
events  of  the  war,  was  to  attest  to  socoeeding  ages  the  grateful  aaticm't 
sense  of  its  soldiers*  services. 

The  Legislative  bodies  replied  to  these  statements  by  an  address 
to  the  Emperor,  couched  in  language  wludi  to  the  ears  of  sober 
criticism  KppcMn,  to  aaj  the  least,  somewhat  too  enthusiastic;  but 
which,  notwithstanding,  may  have  arisen  natural^  enough  from  the 
astounding  drcnmstaaces  which  called  it  forth.  Words,  indeed,  seem 
to  have  been  iislt  inadequate  to  express  the  speaker's  consciousnest 
of  the  greatness  of  him  who,  by  the  force  of  his  genius  and  character 
alone,  had  been  able  from  the  most  chaotic  elements  to  effect  such 
wonders.  "The  years  of  your  Miyesty's  reign,"  said  De  Fontanes, 
"  arc  more  prolific  of  glorious  events,  than  centuries  under  other 
dynasties.'* 

In  this  session,  the  Legislative  bodies  adopted  the  Code  of  Civil 
procedure,  which  had  been  prepared  to  regulate  the  forms  of  process 
in  all  the  courts  throughout  the  empire,  and  to  render  justice  more 
certain  and  easy  of  attainment.  The  Bank  of  France  was  reorganised, 
tlu'  Imperial  University  established,  the  taxes  diminished,  and  greater 
encouragement  afforded  to  commerce,  manufactures,  and  aijiicultnrc. 
Tn  tlie  sittine^  of  the  30th  of  March,  the  statute  of  the  Imperial  iiousc 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Le£rii;laturc,  in  which  the  rights  of  suc- 
cession and  laws  for  the  governance  of  the  Princes  and  Princesses  of 
the  Emperor's  family  were  set  forth.  The  Ikmapartes  were  stated 
in  tiiis  law  to  belong  entirely  to  the  country;  and,  as  a  necessity  of 
their  rank  and  position,  tlu  y  were  to  be  ready,  whenever  the  public 
weal  should  reqidre  sucli  a  sacrifice,  to  lay  aside  all  individual  feeling, 
and  to  devote  themselves  to  their  country's  service  in  whatever  way 
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she  should  require.  A  new  nobiUty  was  at  the  aame  time  created;  | 
comprising  hereditaiy  principaMei^  dukedom«»  and  eountiea  iritfa  ' 

grand  fu  fs  attached,  and  titles  of  such  importance,  that  the  proudest  j 
"f  the  ancient  nobility  of  the  Continent  might  vail  their  diminished 
liciidii  before  the  Immbly  bom  marshals  and  gcnerulH  with  whom 
"the  Corsican  Advcntiucr"  had  conquered  three-fourths  of  Europe. 
The  principalities  of  Lucca,  Massa-Carnu-a,  and  Garfagnana,  wore 
coni'crrcd  on  Eliza,  the  eldest  of  Napoleon's  sisters,  who,  at  an  early 
ajje,  and  af^ainst  the  will  of  her  brotlier,  had  married  a  Corsican 
captain  of  artillery  named  Bacciochi.  Pauline,  the  second  sister, 
whose  first  husband,  (iencral  Leclcrc,  had  died  in  the  expedition 
against  the  negroes  of  St.  Homingo,  and  who  had  afterwards  been 
married  to  Prince  Camillo  Borghese,  received  in  sovereignty  the 
Duchy  of  Ghiastella.  Mnrat  was  created  Grand  Dnke  of  Berg  and 
Cleves,  Camhao^iiis  Dnke  of  Parma,  Lehmn  of  Flaoema;  Berdiier 
became  Fdnce  of  Neu£BliAtd«  TaOeyrand  of  Benevento>  and  Berna* 
dotte — who  owed  his  elevation  to  his  connexion  1^  marriage  with 
the  Bonaparte  fiunily,  added  to  a  yonthial  attaehment  which  had 
been  entertained  by  Napoleon  for  Madame  Bemadotte  before  her  | 
marriage-^was  honoured  with  the  Italian  principality  of  Ponte-Corvo.  j 
Soult  was  created  Duke  of  Dalmatia,  Lannes  of  Montcbello,  Ney  of 
Elchingen,  Caulaincourt  of  \'icenza,  Bessi^res  of  Istria,  Augerean 
of  Castiglione,  and  Massena  of  Eivoli ;  while  below  these  were  a  long 
ti'ain  of  dukes  and  counts  of  tlie  empire,  each  of  whom,  had  he  , 
appeared  in  an  age  less  fertile  of  the  greatest  men,  would  have  had  j 
his  separate  biographer,  and  been  deemed  a  hero  of  im])erishablc  I 
renown.  These  dignities  were  accompanied  by  grants  of  extensive 
feudatories  in  France,  or  the  countries  which  had  been  annexed  to 
the  empire,  the  incoxne  from  which  was  fixed  at  a  fifteenth  of  the 
general  revenue  of  the  several  estates.  "The  posaesaora  of  ancient 
titles,**  says  Sir  Walter  Scott,  "tempted  by  this  revival  of  the  respect 
paid  to  hirdi  and  rank,  did  not  fiul  to  nungle  with  lihoBe  whose 
noUK^  rested  on  die  new  creation;  and  the  Emperor  distiqguished 
those  olden  minions  ni  toyt^tj  with  oonaiderablc  favour,  as  they 
mingled  among  the  men  of  new  descent,  and  paid  homage  to  the 
monarch  of  the  day;  'because,*  as  one  of  them  expressed  himself, 
'one  must  neoeesarily  serve  some  person.''*  | 
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j        Shortly  after  these  creations,   Joseph  Bonaparte,  witliont  being 
^     allowed,  however,  to  relinquisli  his  office  and  title  of  Gr;md  Elector 
of  the  French  Empire,  was  cl<  vat(  d  to  the  throne  of  Naples,  from 
which  the  Hourhons  had  been  ejected  for  their  repeated  breaches  of 
faith,  and  of  which  they  were  utterly  unworthy  for  their  cowardice, 
and  their  want  of  patriotism  and  principle.   About  the  same  period, 
a  depntation  from  the  Batavian  Bepohlus  mired  m  Paris,  to  request 
that,  as  f^nuKoe  and  Itdj  had  been  exalted  into  monarchies,  their 
states  might  be  consolidated  into  a  kingdom ;  and  that  the  Emperor 
would  alknr  his  brother.  Prince  Louis,  to  become  **  wapnme  chief  of 
their  Bepublic,  and  king  of  Holland.**—**  To  him,**  they  said,  "  we 
are  wiDing,  whoDy  and  respectfully,  to  confide  the  guardianship  of 
our  laws,  the  defence  of  our  political  rights,  and  all  the  interests  of 
our  belored  country,  under  the  sacred  auspices  of  Providence  and  I 
'    the  protection  of  your  Miges^.**  Napoleon,  who  relied  on  the  good 
disposition  of  Louis  towards  himself  and  I^ce,  readily  granted  the  j 
request  of  the  Dutch:  then  turning  to  Louis,  who  was  by  his  side  j 
during  the  interview,  he  said,  **  You,  Prince,  are  called  to  rdgn  over 
a  people  iriioee  fidhcn  owed  their  independence  to  the  assistance  of 
Fkance.    Holland  afterwards  became  united  to  England  —  she  was  j 
conquered;  and  a  second  time  became  indebted  to  France  for  her  i 
existence.   Let  her  owe  to  you  kings  who  may  protect  her  liberties,  ' 
her  laws,  and  her  religion :  but  never  do  you  cease  to  be  a  French-  J 
man.    The  dignity  of  Constable  of  the  Empire  shall  remain  to  you     |  ' 
and  your  descendants.    It  will  recall  those  duties  you  have  to  pei£»m  ' 
j     towards  me."   King  Louis  and  his  beautiful  Quera»  Mortens^  accord-  | 
'     ingly  proceeded  to  the  Hague,  where  they  commenced  their  reign,  in 
[     the  beginning  of  Jime,  1806.    Lucien  and  Jerome,  who  had  given 
offence  to  their  brother  by  marriages,  which  deranged  the  Emperor's  I 
plans  of  forming  poUtical  alliances  tliat  might  assist  in  the  e>tal)li>h- 
mcnt  of  the  Imperial  djTiasty,  were,  for  the  present,  overlooked  in  j 
the  distribution  of  honours  and  wealth  among  the  members  and  ' 
connexions  of  the  Bonaparte  family.  1 

It  has  l)cen  said,  and  we  have  the  authority  of  Napoleon  himself     i  j 
to  the  same  effect,   tliat   in  estabUshing  the  thrones  of  Bavaria, 
Wurtemberg,  and  Holland,  and  in  ])l;icing  his  biotlur  Joseph  on 
that  of  Naples,  his  object  was  to  environ  Eiancc  widi  useful  fcuda- 
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toriea  and  allies,  whose  dependanoe  upon  the  Great  Empire  would 
induce  them  to  assimilate  their  han  and  iurtitationa  with  those  of  the 
country  from  which  they  derived  their  power;  and  thus  to  advance 

the  progress  of  civilization  throughout  Europe,  end,  it  may  be  added, 
to  extend  Napoleon's  personal  authority  in  countxies  which,  without 
precipitating  a  crisis  for  which  he  was  not  then  prepared,  could  not 
be  formally  united  to  his  own  dominions.  The  new  thrones  and 
principalities,  indeed,  were  meant  to  form  parts  of  a  great  machine, 
the  revolutions  of  all  the  parts  of  which  were  designed  to  work  to  one 
great  end — "  a  unity  of  codes,  principles,  opinions,  sentiments,  views, 
and  interests,  by  the  help  of  which,  and  the  universal  difi'usion  of 
knowledge,  the  attempt  might  have  been  made  to  apply  in  the  great 
European  faaSfy,  the  principle  of  the  American  Congress,  or  the 
I  Amphictyons  of  ancient  Greece.  What  a  prospect,"  added  the 
Emperor,  when  thus  relating  his  views  to  the  companions  of  his 
exile  at  St.  Helena,  **  would  thus  have  been  opened  of  power, 
grandeur,  happiness,  and  prosperity  t** 

Notwithstanding  die  occupation  which  these  matters  aflforded. 
Napoleon  found  time  in  the  midst  of  ihem  to  direct  his  attention  to 
the  definitive  organization  of  the  CouncQ  of  State,  the  duties  of  which 
were  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  empire;  as  from  that  body 
emanated  aU  the  laws  and  organic  changes  submitted  to  the  Legis- 
lative bodies.  The  Emperor  generally  presided  at  the  sittings  of  the 
Council,  which  were  seldom  held  less  frequently  tlian  tlirice  a  week  ; 
and  the  meetings  very  rarely  failed  to  produce  a  result  in  the  proposal 
or  advancement  of  some  reform  ralc\ilated  to  benefit  Frenchmen,  or 
I  to  improve  the  general  or  local  achnini-stration  of  government.  To 
j  this  period  also  belongs  the  institution  of  a  professorship  of  rural 
economy,  in  the  college  of  Alfort,  intended  to  promote  the  national 
agriculture,  and  the  breed  of  farm  cattle.  An  Imperial  stud  was 
established,  on  a  liberal  and  large  scale,  to  endeavour,  after  the 
English  manner,  to  improve  the  French  race  of  horses.  GanUing- 
houses  were  suppressed  throughout  the  empire ;  and  the  Jews,  who 
had  formerly  been  subjected  to  many  arbitrary  and  uncertain  laws, 
which  imposed  upon  them  the  most  harsh.  restrictionB,  were  invited 
to  send  deputies  to  Paris,  to  lay  before  the  Emperor  a  stalwnent  of 
their  disabilities  and  grievances,  in  order  that  proper  remedies  might 
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be  applied,  and  so  luefal  a  dait  of  mibjecls  renderad  mora  Mmoeable, 

as  citizens,  to  the  State. 

The  formatum  of  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine  has  hcen  already  •  j 
mentioned,  in  relation  to  the  visit  of  Napoleon  to  the  Khinish  ,  j 
provinces  of  France,  previously  to  tlie  campait^n  of  Austerlitz.  The  I  I 
union,  however,  which  had  been  then  agrn-d  upon,  had  not  had  time 
to  bo  moulded  into  form,  or  to  assume  a  derided  eharacti  r,  before  the  • 
recommencement  of  hostilities,    liut  now  that  the  war  was  closed,  the  i 

I  I 

Emperor  rci>umcd  his  project  of  establishing  such  a  power,  in  aUiancc     |  j 
with  himself  as  would  counterbalance  the  influence  ni  the  House  of  ! 
Ainim  over  die  Gemiaik  Stately  in  any  fiesh  attempt  of  that  honae  | 
againit  die  independence  of  France.  Bavaria,  WttrtendNtig,  and  a  | 
nomber  of  the  Gennan  Frincea,  whoae  teiritaniea  lay  on  the  rig^ 
bank  of  die  Bhine,  formed  auMM^  themielTea  an  aflianre,  offenaiTe 
and  defensive,  and,  renovneing  diur  allegiance  to  die  Gennan  Diet, 
choae  Napoleon  as  their  "Protector  and  Mediator.**   Tho  reasons 
assigned  by  the  Princes  forming  this  league  for  ^(  paratin?  from  their 
ancient  Alliea  were,  that  in  evcr^'  case  of  war  between  France  aiul 
Austria  they  were  exposed  to  all  the  evils  of  invasion,  from  which  tin-     !  | 
Germanic  Ixxly  were  unable  to  defend  them — that  Iwdy  ha\  inL,'  been,  . 
indeed,  on  more  tlian  one  occasion  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  au'u'rt  ^sor.  • 
Hv  the  Constitution  established  bv  the  Confederation,  the  Allio  were      I  , 
bojind  to  furnish  to  their  I'rotector  adeejuate  military  contingents  for  j 
uU  wars  involving  the  safety  of  tJie  States  comprised  in  the  union,  t 
or  affecting  their  joint  or  separate  interests.    The  Emperor  Francis,  j 
wlioae  fiunily  had  so  long  been  at  the  head  of  the  Germanic  body, 
having  feieaeen  diat  theie  meaaurea  would  hanre  die  eflBset  of  atrippiug  I 
die  Hdy  Roman  Empire  <^  iti  boaated  anpremacy,  had,  at  an  early  i 
•tage  of  die  pioceedingi,  laid  aride  hia  tide  of  Emperor  of  Gennany ;  ' 
and  now,  Ibdinghiaweffatfean  folly  verifled,  he  ibrmdlydeehtfed  i 
tiea  dimevered  which  had  bound  the  Gennan  Slatea  in  aOegianoe  to    ,  ! 
hun  as  their  Sovereign  and  to  each  other  at  Alliea.  Thoa,  aiker  a    >  ' 
thousand  years  of  atormy  eziatenoe,  it  having  oommenoed  u  the  year    |  I 
800,  when  Charlemairnc  received  die  Imperial  Crowm  from  Pope     j  ' 
I'<  o  the  Third,  sunk  the  once  magnificent  Empire  of  the  West ;  not,  I 
however,  withont  having  outlived  ita  dale^  and  beoome  both  naeleaa 
and  inglorious.  I 
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DEATH    OF    PITT.  j 

An  advantageous  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  was  about  the 
same  time  concluded,  through  the  agency  of  General  Sebastiani,  the 
French  ambassador  at  Constantinople,  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  whose 
extraordinary  envoy,  Mouhed  ElTendi,  obtained  his  first  audience 
of  the  Emperor  on  the  same  day  that  the  Dutch  deputation  solicited 
Louis  Bonaparte  for  their  king.  The  Sultan  recognised  the  titles 
of  Napoleon,  and  placed  the  **  Great  Nation"  on  a  level  in  com- 


mercial relations  with  the  most  favoured  of  his  Allies.  The  subse- 
quent publication  of  this  treaty  assisted,  probably,  to  keep  ahve  the 
hostility  of  England  against  France ;  she  having  previously  enjoyed 
many  exclusive  privileges  in  her  dealings  with  the  Ottomans;  and, 
perhaps,  reckoned  upon  her  ser\'ice8  in  freeing  Egypt  and  Syria 
from  French  domination  to  retain  the  undivided  iriendsliip  of  her 
Eastern  Ally. 

In  the  mean  time,  an  event  occurred  which  seemed  to  afford  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  the  general  pacification  of  Europe.  Mr.  Pitt, 
whose  health  had  been  greatly  affected  by  the  frustration  of  his  hopes 
at  Marengo,  had  sunk  imder  the  disastrous  intelligence  of  Austcrlit^, 
and  died  on  the  23rd  of  January,  180G.  His  generous  opponent,  \ 
Fox,  on  tlie  demise  of  that  great  Minister,  succeeded  to  the  direction 
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of  the  councils  of  his  conntiy,  and  having  held  a  friendly  personal 
interoouTse  with  Napoleon,  and  wniformly  cxprcsst  d  belief  that 
a  sound  and  beneficial  peaee  migbt  be  establiahctl  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  his  arression  to  power  was  looked  upon  as  ft 
plt'dfTP  that  amicable  mrasiires  would,  at  Itast,  be  had  rcooJirsc  to. 
An  opportunity  lor  testing  the  inclinations  of  both  parties  was  soon 
afforded.  A  few  days  after  the  formation  of  Mr.  Fox's  rabinet,  a 
French  emigrant  cjdled  upon  the  English  Minister  and  otli k d  i'ur 
a  sum  of  money  to  a.ssassinate  the  Emperor ;  a  proposal  w  liicli  was 
immediately  communicated  to  i*rince  Talle)Tand,  with  information 
that  the  Brituh  Ittra  did  not  andiorise  the  detenlioii  ei  fnmgbitn, 
tmlea  guilty  of  mne  oflbnce  fat  which  they  wete  amenable  to  jtutiee 
hcyond  e  limited  time ;  but  diat  Uio  Fkremier  had  done  the  miacreant 
who  had  called  <m  him  the  honour  of  takiiig  him  for  a  tpy,  and 
would  not  liberate  him  tiU  the  lapae  of  %  tnfficient  period  to  aUow 
*'tlie  head  of  the  TxentSk  Gorernment**  to  take  all  neceaiaiy  pre- 
cautions againat  a  meditated  secret  attack. 

Napoleon,  gratified  with  the  noble  conduct  of  his  informant^ 
directed  Talleyrand  to  expreaa  his  thanks  for  the  manly  firankneas 
of  the  disclosure,  and  his  own  pleasure  at  the  same  time  in  cora- 
templating  what  might  be  expoetcd  from  a  Cabinet  guided  by  such 
patriotic  and  honest  jiriuciples  as  those  evinced  by  its  leader.  Taking 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  thus  afforch  d,  to  confirm  the  truth  of 
his  desire  for  peace,  the  F.mperor  forthwith  sent  I/ord  Yarmouth, 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  tlie  English  who  had  been  detained 
in  France  from  the  time  of  the  rupture  of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  to 
Loodon,  widi  certain  propoaala  tat  e  treaty,  in  which  he  vehmtarily 
offered  to  recognise  in  frtoor  of  England  die  poasession  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  and  lialtn.  AH  things  aeemed  (mmrable  Ibr  a^goci- 
ation.  France  had  eflectnally  hnmUed  the  Cootbent,  mid  England 
waa  mistress  of  the  seaa:  having  banished  all  fear  of  invasion  hy  the 
deddvc  victoiy  of  Thifrlgar.  The  amnaement  with  which  die  French 
ladies  had  occupied  themselves  a  few  months  before,  of  making  purses 
for  their  country-men  to  fiU  with  British  gold  when  they  should  he 
masters  of  Ixmdon,  had  been  superseded  by  works  of  better  thrift;  and 
the  people  h(  to  pine  for  articles  of  J5riti>h  native  and  colonial 
produce,  which  the  incessant  hostilities  of  the  two  nations  debarred 


DBATH  OF  FOX. 

them  from  obtaining.    In  England,  too,  the  Trcight  of  taxation  was  I 
heavily  felt ;  and  giTator  importance  gradually  bfcaiiie  attar  licd  to     |  ' 
Gallic  manufactures  as  they  grew  more  diflicult  of  attainment.   Britain     |  I 
could  not  then  hope  to  conquer  the  Emperor  on  shore,  and  Napoleon     i  ^ 
had  ceased  to  dream  of  competing  witli  the  navies  of  England  on  the  I 
oceim.    There  seemed,  therefore,  little  to  prompt  a  coutinuancc  of 
the  contest;  while  there  waa  a  bright  prospect  of  mutual  advantage 
in  bringing  it  to  a  close.   Accordingly,  upon  the  overtures  of  NupO' 
leon.  Lord  Lauderdale  waa  aoat  to  Paria  am  the  part  of  die  British 
GoTenunent,  and  Champagny  and  General  Clarke  were  despatched 
to  London  hy  the  Emperor,  to  treat  for  terma  of  an  equitable  and 
lasting  peaoe.   It  is  difficult  to  assign  a  reason  for  the  want  of  aooceaa  i 
which  followed  tliese  favourable  preliminaries.    Different  causes  have  ' 
always  been  assigned  by  the  politicians  of  England  and  France —  ' 
each  aacribing  the  Ailure  to  the  insincerity  and  obstinacy  of  the  other.  | 
It  is  certain,  however,  that  both  parties  approached  the  discussion 
with  doubt  and  distrust,  which  probably  induced  each  to  magnify  the 
obstacles  which  would  necessarily  arise  where  questions  of  such  I 
magnitude  were  to  be  decided,  and  to  imderrate  every  concession  [ 
offered  bv  the  other  as  somctliin^  which  could  not  be  withheld,  or  as 
intended  merely  to  gloss  over  some  secret  and  sinister  design.    But  ; 
to  whatever  it  might  have  been  attributable,  the  negociations  were 
protnded  through  the  summer  of  1806,  and  only  discontinued  in 
conseqnenoe  of  the  change  of  liinistiy  which  took  place  upon  the 
death  of  llr.  Fox,  of  whoae  services  the  country  was  deprived  by  < 
death  on  the  ISth  of  September,  in  the  same  year  that  had  witnessed  ' 
the  demise  of  his  rival  Pitt  <*Xhe  death  of  Fox,**  said  Nq^kon  at  ' 
Sl  Helena,  "  was  one  of  the  fatalities  <^  my  career.    Had  hia  life 
been  prolonged,  affairs  would  hare  taken  a  totally  d^Serent  turn.  ; 
We  should  soon  have  settled  our  differences ;  the  cause  of  the  people  I 
would  have  triumphed ;  and  not  only  woiJd  France  have  been  at  | 
peace  with  a  nation,  at  bottom,  most  worthy  of  esteem,  but  together  j 
we  should  have  established  a  new  order  of  things  in  Europe."    There     j  i 
is  no  doubt  that,  at  the  period  referred  to,  both  Fox  and  Napoleon 
%vere  siucur  in  their  desires  for  ])eace  :  but,  as  Sir  M'alter  Scott  has 
observed,  "while  the  two  nations  retained  their  relative  power  and 
positiouii,  the  deep  jealousy  and  mutual  animosity  which  subsisted  i 
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between  them,  would  {nrobaUy  hmre  renderd  any  peace  wliich  could 
have  been  effected  a  mere  suspension  of  arms — a  hollow  and  insincere 
truce,  which  was  almost  certiiin  to  give  way  on  the  slightest  occasion." 
That  the  sole  hope  of  a  speedy  termination  to  the  war  had  r(  st<  «l  on 
the  personal  influence  and  feelings  of  the  PreniitT,  was  rt  iuU  i  cd 
perfectly  apparent  by  the  adverse  ])(»Hry  puroued  hy  the  Mriti.sh  | 
CiiliiTK  t  iiiiiiK  diately  the  spirit  of  thai  patriotic  btatesmiUi  had  cea:>ed 
to  inform  iuul  animate  it  in  its  proceedings. 

Before  passing  to  the  atbiing  eveati  related  in  the  following 
chapter,  we  may  panae  for  *  moment  to  bestow  a  brief  glance  at  the 
private  life — if  fach,  indeed,  die  hasty  anatchei  of  domettie  quietude 
whidh  his  lafnd  and  whirling  career  aflorded,  can  he  justly  caUed—of 
&e  man  wh<mi  not  Europe  only,  but  the  world,  now  regarded  with 
fixed  wonder  and  awe,  aa  an  agent  aent  upon  earth  hy  inacrutaUe 
Proridaioe  to  efieot  a  revidntion  in  the  destimea  of  manhind.  Hia 
elevation  to  Imperial  rank  and  power  had  dianged  nothing  of  his  ' 
simple  tastes  and  habits.    He  waa  still  the  uno8tentatioUB  soldier  of  | 
Toulon  and  Areola;  still  the  same  indefatigable  man  as  when  he  | 
first  entered  the  army  a  subaltern,  and  aspired  to  chief  command  j 
with  no  better  patrons  to  push  liis  fortune  than  his  own  inflexible 
integrity,  genius,  and  pi  rseverance.    He  suifered  few  idle  hours  to  I 
escape  him.      He    usually  rose   at   seven,  dressed  with  fastidious 
neatness,  l)rrakfast(  cl  with  t^o  or  three  private  frienils  in  the  apart- 
ments of  the  Empress,  generally  on  chickens  dressed  witli  oil  and 
onions,  and  u  glass  of  Bordeaux  or  Burgundy,  followed  by  a  bingle 
cup  of  strong  eofiee.    Then  retiring  to  his  cabinet,  ^  public 
papers,  especially  German  and  English,  widi  the  most  striking 
passages  from  successful  pamphlets  of  recent  appearance,  were  read 
to  him,  together  with  sudi  letters,  reports,  and  petitions  aa  required  j 
his  attention.  To  these  he  sometimes  wrote,  but  more  frequently 
dictated  answers.  He  afterwards  recaved  Ae  Ministers  or  public 
officers,  attended  the  Coundl,  or  visited  and  inspected  the  National 
Institutions;  seldom  failing  to  make  himself  yfq"»TT^f*^  with  the 
details  of  the  bunness  of  each.    The  public  accounts  were  audited 
in  his  presence;  and  more  than  once  inaccuracies  and  peculations 
were  ilet<  ued  by  himself,  when  they  had  been  overlooked  by  pro- 
fessional accountants. 
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His  dinner,  wlikh  was  senred  puDCtttally  «t  six,  wu  frugtl,  and 

j     hastily  despatched,  seldom  consisting  of  more  dun  one  course;  and 
j     when  this  was  exceeded,  the  additional  covers  were  placed  for  the 
I     guests  of  the  Emperor,  and  not  for  himself    With  wine  he  was  as 
temperate  at  this  meal  as  at  breakfast ;  and  the  small  quantity  lie 
drank  was  <xenerally  dihitod.   Dinner,  like  his  morning  repast,  invari- 
ably closed  with  a  cup  of  coffee,  whieh  was  presented  bv  the  I'rcfect 
;     of  the  palace,  on  a  silver  salver,  and  handed  to  Napoleon  by  the 
Empress.    He  rarely  remained  at  table,  but  returned  to  his  cabinet, 
to  TOflume  the  laboun  of  the  moraing ;  it  being  his  ooofluit  maadm, 
that  "  nothing  should  be  put  cff  till  to>mdKrow  that  might  be  dime 
to-day.**  He  indulged  in  no  kind  of  ezoen,  ezeept  his  pasaian  for  the 
both  may  he  so  considered:  a  passion  which  he  considared  a  necessity 
of  his  existence*   Here  he  usually  remained  fiir  two  hours,  during 
which  he  kept  constantly  turning  the  warm  water  yslve,  till  the 
I    temperature  of  the  iq[wrtment  was  raised  to  such  a  pitch  that  the 
attendants,  unable  to  endure  the  heat  and  yapour,  were  ctnnpelled  to 
o]ien  the  door. 

He  was  seldom  out  of  humour ;  but  when  this  was  the  case,  his 
spleen  usually  vented  itself  in  a  kind  of  humming  noise,  which  was 
I  intended  for  singing,  or  in  a  few  hasty  words  uttered  wliile  he  poised 
!  himself  on  the  hinder  legs  of  his  chaii-,  and  carved  notches  with  a 
penknife  in  its  right  elbow.  If,  however,  he  found  occasion  to 
express  his  serious  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  any  one,  his 
remarks  were  harsh,  sarcastic,  and  humiliating.  But  this  never 
occurred,  except  upon  the  clearest  proof  of  flagrant  culpability; 
nor  without  the  presence  of  a  third  party,  in  order,  as  he  himself 
said,  that  die  blow  might  resound  to  a  greater  distance.  When 
pleased,  nothmg  could  surpass  the  easy  gaie^  and  fascination  of  his 
conversalaon  and  manners.  His  expreesions  were  rapid,  pointed,  and 
picturesque ;  his  discourse  abounded  with  noble  views  and  derated 
ideas  of  sdenoe,  literature,  art,  and  politics.  He  was  apt,  indeed,  to 
aUow  himself  to  be  carried  away  by  the  fervour  and  frankness  of  the 
moment,  and  to  make  indiMreet  disclosures  as  to  his  future  views; 
a  species  of  heedlessness  against  which  he  Avas  never  sufficiendy  on 
his  guard  in  the  society  of  tliose  in  whom  he  had  confidence.  All 
who  had  access  to  him,  in  his  hours  of  relaxation,  apeak  with  the 
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same  enthusiasm  of  the  spell  which  lus  cuuversatioii  never  failed  to 
create.  'JCho  warmth  of  his  imagination,  his  accented  declamation,  i 
his  quick  utterance,  which,  when  he  was  animated,  it  wm  difiSicult 
to  Miow ;  llie  hasty  ghmcea  of  his  hr^^  dark  eye,  which  beamed 
with  tenderness,  stenmess,  or  pleasure,  according  to  the  snhject  of  his 
speech,  and  lighted  his  noUe  and  cgpressiTe  oonntenaace  into  grace 
and  beauty,  gave  a  diaracter  to  his  fiaatnres,  which  the  painter  and 
the  scnlptor  hare  been  aUe  but  ftiudj  to  depict.  His  mode  of 
contradicting  his  friends  was  usoally  introdnced  with  a  alight  pindh 
of  the  arm»  or  fillip  of  the  ear,  acoomponied  by  the  crpreialon, 
*'  Ton  are  a  shnpleton,'*'  '*  a  nmny,"  **  a  Mockhead/'  or  **  an  im^ 
bedle:**  but  he  was  by  no  means  impatient  of  contradiction  himself 
emi  in  the  gnTest  matters;  and  not  nufrequendy  Ub  prenovisfy 
declared  resolutions  have  been  entirely  changed  by  the  argunenfti 
adduced  in  his  ooondl,  or  by  a  friend. 

Napoleon  was  extremely  fond  of  children*  and  hyred  to  qnestiflii 
and  conrerse  with  those  widi  whom  he  was  brought  in  contact ;  always 
encouraging  them  to  answer  frankly,  and  without  resenre.   His  inter- 
course with  women  was  more  constrained,  and  less  gallant  than  that 
of  the  generality  of  Frenchmen.    TTc  frequently  addressed  to  them 
awkward  compliments  upon  their  dress  or  advcnt\irr<: ;  wliich  were 
usually  intended  as  gentle  satires  upon  what  diqJeased  him.  He 
eqiecially  disliked  the  appearance  of  ladies  who  were  too  robust  or 
who  exposed  their  necks.    For  coloured  dresses  he  had  also  a  c^oat 
aversion.     Josephine  was  usually  in  white ;  was  tall  and  graceful ; 
and  by  her  exquisite  taste  had   moulded  liis  into  fastidiousness.  ' 
j     His  evenings  were  generally  passed  in  the  drawing-room  of  the 
j     Empress,  where  the  ladies  of  honour  and  officers  of  the  housc- 
I     hold,  with  a  few  other  privileged  persons,  were  usually  assembled. 
I     All  was  freedom   and   affability  at  these  parties.     Napoleon  laid 
^     aside  the  Pjmpcror,  and  spoke  with  pleasure  and  candour  to  all. 
Mongc,  Bertholet,  Denon,  Costaz,   Cor\^^art   Hiis  pliysi(  ian  i.  and 
David,  Geriud,  Lsabey,  and    l  alnui  were  frequently  present ;  and 
I     the  conversations  which  ensued  have  been  echoed  by  the  press  | 

throughout  tibe  world.    He  usually  retired  to  rest  soon  after  nid- 
I    night;  and  it  was  one  of  his  directions  to  his  secretary,  that,  | 
during  the  night,  he  should  never  be  disturbed,  except  upon  die 
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anrtval  of  bod  newa :  **  In  which  ctMe,"  he  nid,  "  not  an  inataat 
should  be  loet.** 

When  he  fixBfc  aoqiiired  poaeBsion  of  unlimited  power,  he  was 
accustomed  to  ramble  of  an  evening  through  the  streets  of  Paris, 
dressed  in  a  grey  amtont  and  round  hat,  and  to  make  small  purchases 
in  shops  where  he  was  not  likely  to  bo  reco^iscd.  Wliilc  the  single 
attendant,  who  accompanied  him  on  these  occasions,  looked  at  the 
articles  proposed  to  be  bought,  Napoleon  entered  into  conversation 
with  the  shopkeeper,  asking  the  news,  and  the  opinions  afloat 
respecting  Bonaparte.  Once  he  was  compelled  to  make  a  precipitate 
retreat,  to  avoid  the  consequences  of  the  icrcverent  manner  in  which 
he  had  spoken  of  himself. 

His  houaehold  amngementa  wore  all  under  hia  own  aarreillance, 
and  regulated  with  the  atricteat  economy.  It  has  been  obaenred,  that 
he  W9B,  In  a  great  meaaure»  hia  own  badar»  aleward,  and  vphdaterer; 
80  atxictly  did  he  examine  emy  aceount  that  waa  tendored  lor 
payment  A£bex  he  became  Emperar,  he  atiU  cmitimied  to  employ 
the  aame  tradeamen  who  had  aerred  him  in  the  days  of  his  obseniity. 
"  A  silversmith^  who,  when  the  command  of  the  Army  of  Italy  waa 
first  conferred  upon  him,  had  given  him  credit  for  a  dressijig-case, 
worth  fifty  pounds,  was  afterwards  rewarded  with  the  patronage  of 
the  Imperial  family ;  and,  ultimately,  became  one  of  the  wealthiest 
citizens  of  Viins.  A  hatter  and  a  shoemaker,  who  had  also  served 
Napoleon  when  a  subaltern,  might  have  risen  in  a  similar  manner, 
had  their  skill  equalled  the  sUvcrsmitli's ;  but  not  even  the  Emperor's 
example  could  persuade  the  Parisians  to  wear  ill-shaped  hats  and 
clumsy  boots ;  though  he  himself  adhered,  through  life,  to  his  original 
connexion  with  these  humble  artisans."  The  extravagance  of  Jose- 
phine, her  greatest  £nble,  was  an  oocaoonal  aouvoe  of  annoyance  to 
her  fanaband.  She  seemed  to  have  no  idea  of  die  yalue  of  money, 
and,  of  course,  understood  nothing  of  eotmomy.  At  one  period,  her 
debti^  which  had  been  aU  contracted  without  the  knowledge  of 
Napolean,  amounted  to  twelve  hundred  thousand  francs  (fifty  diousand 
pounds  sterling).  Napoleon  waa  exceedingly  vexed,  when,  through 
the  oomplaints  of  the  numerous  unpaid  crediton,  it  became  neoeasary 
that  he  should  be  informed  of  die  drcumatanccs.  "  Let  the  billa  be 
setded,*'  he  said,  giving  orders  ooncezning  the  funds  &a  that  pur- 
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pow;  **  Vat  not  without  bang  fint  rabmitted  to 
anut  be  nscds,  robbert.**  From  a  few  of  die  itenw  of  lAach.  tlie 
ftooovnt*  were  oompoecd,  it  is  perfectlj  apparent  that  these  epithets 
were  not  wholly  unmerited.  The  ovexchaiget,  both  in  qiuintity  and 
price,  were  of  the  most  exorbitant  character.  Tn  a  miUiner'a  bill» 
thirty-eight  new  hats  were  charged  for  one  month,  being  more  than 
one  prr  diem  ;  the  feathers  for  which  cost  fightfon  hundrrd  francs  ; 
and  for  tlic  same  period  eight  hundred  fraius  were  charged  for 
perfumery.  So  gross  and  glaring,  indeed,  wa?*  the  knavery  practised, 
that  almost  c\ery  creditor  was  satistii-d  with  hall"  the  amount  of  his 
account ;  and  one,  who  accepted  tliirty-five  thousand  in  full  for 
eighty  thousand  francs,  admitted  that  he  had  made  a  good  profit 
after  afl.  Thit  dioiigbtleai  praluflum  of  the  Empress  created  the  sole 
disorder  which  was  ever  known  in  the  Imperial  hoosebold. 

In  literature,  Napoleon  seldom  occupied  his  time  with  the  light 
works  of  the  day.  Homer,  Virgil,  Tssso,  Osnan,  who  was  an  especial 
&vourite;  the  classical  historians,  philosophers,  and  orators;  the  great 
French  poets  and  historians ;  the  norelistB  of  France  and  England, 
and  the  best  mathematical  writers,  engaged  nearly  all  the  hours  he 
could  devote  to  reading.  ComciUe  he  esteemed  the  greatest  poet  of 
modem  times.  "  Had  he  lived  in  my  day/*  he  once  exclaimed,  after 
witnessing  the  representation  of  '  Cinna,*  "  I  would  have  made  him 
a  prince."  Ilw  memory-  of  the  Emperor,  for  facts,  persons,  and 
localities,  wa-s  prodigious ;  but  he  less  readily  remembered  names  and 
dates.  Ho  had  no  faith  in  physic,  «hich  he  deemed  merely  a  con- 
jertural  art.  tlie  advantages  of  which  were  incapable  of  demonstration. 
He  took  snull  ;  though  nut  in  large  quantities,  nor  from  the  pocket 
of  his  vest,  as  has  been  sometimes  represented.  He  had  finely  formed 
1  hands,  of  which  he  was  exceedingly  careful.  His  teeth  were  white, 
and  well  set  In  walking,  he  stooped  a  little  in  his  gait;  and 
generally,  if  alone,  had  his  hands  crossed  bdiind  his  bade.  He 
seemed  almost  insensible  to  fiitigue,  whether  with  the  army,  in  his 
cabinet,  or  at  lus  ordinary  exercise  of  walking,  writing,  or  dictating. 
His  health  was  excellent,  and  his  sleep  sound  and  refreshing. 

To  sum  the  character  of  his  private  life,  he  was  cheerful,  kind,  and 
benevolent  ;  with  a  large  share  of  indulgence  for  the  weakness  and 
frailty  of  others,  and  with  less  fbllioa  of  his  own  than  might  have  been 
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pardonable  in  his  situation  and  circumstances.  So  they  who  knew 
him  best  have  always  spoken  of  him ;  even  those  who  were  least 
lenient  to  what  they  considered  the  errors  of  his  political  career, 
or  the  madness  of  his  ambition. 
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CHAFIER  XXIII. 

NORTIIRRN    rONPEDRRACV  —  SBCOND    VIRIT  OF   ALRXANDRR  TO    BRRLIN  — 

RKNKWAL  OP  THR  WAR  WITH   Rl'SilA   AND  PBL'SSIA  RAALPRtO — DRATII 

or    PRIMR    LOL'IH  —  JRNA  —  AURRNTADT           THR    DL'KR    OF  BRl'MIWICIC 

WOt'NDRD  —  POTSDAM  —  VIKIT  TO  THR  TOMB  OF  FRRDRRICK  THR  ORRAT. 

1806. 


NDER  the  guidance  of  the  Britiah  Go- 
vernment,  the  Emperor  Alexander  had 
sued  for  peace  in  the  summer  of  1 800, 
and  a  treaty  had  been  signed  by  the 
Ministers  of  France  and  Russia  on  the 
V?Oth  of  July  ;  but  the  death  of  Fox 
ha^-ing  diverted  the  Court  of  England 
from  its  pacific  policy,  the  Autocrat 
refused  to  ratify  the  act  of  his  ambassador,  and  entered  into  a 
new  compact  with  England  to  renew  tlic  war  on  the  Continent.  In 
the  meantime,  the  negociations  that  had  been  carried  on  between 
France  and  England  necessarily  transpire<l  in  the  British  Parliament ; 
by  which  it  appeared,  tliat  although,  by  the  treaty  with  Ilaugwitx 
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at  Viennn,  tlic  electorate  of  Hanover  had  been  ceded  to  Fnuciay 
Napoleon  h.ul  not  considered  that  a  final  disposition  ;  and  was  pre- 
])arod,  for  the  sake  of  a  ircncral  peace,  to  restore  to  the  Kin;^  of 
I'lii^land  his  (ierman  doniiuious.  and  to  iii<h  innify  J'rnssia  in  sonic      |  j 
otlicr  way.      Frederick  AN'iUiam,  notwithstandinjj  his   funncr   ])ro-      '  j 
fissions,  that  he  lieUl  Hanover  only  till  peace  should  he  restored, 
was  not  prepared  to  let  his  prize  so  speedily  escape  him,  and  was 
therefore  exasperated,  beyond  measure,  to  find  that  his  own  duplicity  , 
was  likely  to  be  retorted  on  himself.   He  now  first  began  to  perceiTe, 
!       ■  that  bis  own  arts  had  not  misled  Napoleon;  and  that,  ha\ing  allowed 
the  time  whoii  decisiye  oonduct  on  his  part  might  hare  had  an 
I        influence  on  the  affiurs  of  Europe,  to  pass  away  in  treaeherous 
I        inactinty,  his  power  was  despised  and  himself  contenmed  by  all 
!        parlies.    The  rage  of  the  King  and  his  Court  knew  no  bounds.  i 
"  Prussia,"  says  Mr.  Hazlitt,  "  had  IbUowed  the  war  as  a  suttler,  to  ' 
pick  up  what  she  could  get and  now  seeing  that  her  acquisitions,     ,  ! 
in  that  more  than  questionable  capacity,  were  only  to  be  held  on     |  • 
sufferance,  she  resolved  to  abandon  the  character  of  mercenary,  and  | 
assume  a  chivalrous  and  heroic  part.    The  power  of  Austria  had  been      I  \ 
I  humbled ;  a  rircmnstance  which  occasioned  rejoicintjs,  rather  tlian  \ 

sympathy,  at  Hcrhn  —  for  the  house  of  ]}raudenl)urg  iiad  long  asi)ired  | 
to  the  Imperial  crown  of  Germany,  and  saw  no  way  of  attaining  its 
object  but  by  the  di>pression  of  the  family  whose  brows  tliat  crown 
had  so  long  encircled.    The  Confederation  of  the  Rhine,  and  the 
consequent  dimdulion  of  the  Germanic  League,  had  dissipated  Uiese 
illusiTe  hopes ;  and  IVedcrick  William  saw,  with  the  bitterest  chagrin,  ] 
that  the  influence  which  he  had  reckoned  to  acquire,  by  the  prostration 
of  his  rival,  had  already  passed  into  die  hands  of  the  Frendi  Emperor. 
In  order  to  oppose  an  e&ctive  barrier  to  the  growing  power  of 
Napoleon,  the  Prussian  Monarch  endeavoured  to  £>rm  a  confederal, 
of  wfaidi  he  should  be  Protector,  of  the  same  character  as  diat  of  the  • 
Rhine.    The  Prince  of  Hesse  Cassel,  liowerer,  and  the  Elector  of  1 
I     Saxony,  chose  to  decline  acceding  to  the  proposal ;  the  former  from  ' 
fear  of  Napoleon's  displeasure,  the  latter  from  attaduncnt  to  his 
person  ami  policy :  and  when  the  French  Emperor  was  appealed  to, 
respecting  the  force  which  Prussia   sought  to  exert,   he  at  once 
a:>sertcd,  that  as  no  compulsion  had  been  used  in  the  JElheni&h  1 
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Confederation,  none  should  be  pcnnittcd  in  that  designed  to  op- 
pose it. 

Fimlinp  all  his  schemes  of  national  and  ]>ersnnal  ajjjriantHsemcnt, 
therefore,  likely  to  prove  abortivr.  Frederick  W'illinni  roolved  to  have 
recourse  to  arni>-.  Every  artifice  was  used  to  iutlaine  the  Prussians 
ncrainsit  tlie  French.  Frintc  I,ouis,  the  hretlit  r  of  the  Kin;;,  talked 
incessantly  of  the  victories  ol"  the  (ireat  Fredeiick,  and  conli.istid  the 
glory  and  prosperity  of  those  days,  witli  the  p^e^eut  iuactivit)  mid  the 
decaying  importance  of  the  nation.  The  Queen,  a  beautiful  and 
maaciUine-spirited  woman,  put  on  ihe  unifbnn  of  the  reg^ent  which 
bore  her  aatne,  frequently  apixtared  at  its  head,  and  harangued  the 
soldiers  on  what  she  called  the  wrongs  and  insults  which  had  been 
heaped  upon  the  country.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  young  courtiers, 


who  held  conunand  in  the  army,  was  soon  excited  and  communicated 

to  the  soldiery.  Some  of  the  former,  indeed,  arc  rcport<  tl  in  tin  ir 
(ttzy  to  have  broken  the  windows  of  such  of  the  ]*rushinn  Ministers' 
houses  as  they  conceived  to  he  pacifically  inclined  towarUH  I'nuxcc,  to 
have  applied  everj'  ofrensivo  term  in  tlu  ir  vocabulary  to  \npoh-<>n, 
an<1  to  have  sharpened  their  swords  on  the  threshold  of  the  French 
andi.i'->;u!i»r\  hotel. 

The  movement  party  in  Paris  was  as  active  in  fomenting  the  rupture 


I 


BXBcuTioir  or  VAhU, 

as  that  at  Berlin.  Tlie  officers  and  generals,  who  had  won  rank  and 
fume  in  the  wars  of  Napoleon,  were  desirous  of  increasing  their 
laurels  and  fortunes ;  and  those  who  had  not  yet  attained  tlie  rank 
to  which  they  aspired,  could  hope  only  to  acquire  the  distinction  they 
sought  on  tiie  £eld  of  battle.  Huxat  wu  at  the  bead  of  ibia  ftcdon; 
and  finding  aoone  bedtation  on  the  part  of  die  Emperor  to  commenee 
hostilities,  he  got  up  a  peH^  qvaxrel  of  bis  own,  by  selling  Ae  abbeya 
of  Ettin,  Easen,  and  Werden  in  tbe  ooim^  of  Marek,  at  part  of  ^ 
domain  of  bis  Grand  Duchy  of  Beig.  Xbe  Ftuaaians,  to  whom  tbeae 
estates  seem  really  to  bare  belonged,  reaiated  (bis  stretch  of  authority, 
and  in  the  end  some  mnaket  shots  were  exchanged.  Prince  Talley- 
rand stood  almost  alone  among  tiie  French  Ministry,  in  contending 
that  the  Empire  could  only  be  consolidated  by  peace.  "  The  victories 
of  the  Emperor,"  he  said,  "may  be  hcst  desitrnatcd  by  an  algebraic 
series,  of  wliich  the  first  term  was  a,  and  the  last  will  be  zero." 

In  the  meantime,  the  press  tliroughout  Gerpiany  and  France 
teemed  with  libellous  papers  and  pamplUets,  filled  witli  tlie  utmost 
rancour  and  malignity,  against  Napoleon  and  his  family  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  King  and  Quecu  and  Prince  Louis  of  Prussia  on  the 
other.  This  species  of  war&re  was  not  unattended  by  crimes  of  a 
deeper  dye  than  generally  belongs  to  literary  skimuabing.  Among 
the  emigiants  in  the  free  towns  of  Germany,  miscreants  were  con- 
stantly starting  up  and  offering  for  sums  of  mon^  to  assassinate  die 
Emperor  and  bia  officers.  General  Dnmouries  was  the  patron  of 
(base  men,  and  the  adTocate  <^  their 'achemes;  and  one  Palm,  n 
bookseller  of  the  of  Nanmbnrg,  was  the  publisher  <^  their 
detestable  speculations.  Some  attempts  were  made  to  arrest  the 
leader  of  these  desperadoes;  but  failing'  iti  tliat,  a  body  of  gcns- 
d'armes,  by  order  of  Davoust,  who  bad  been  left  in  command  of  the 
district,  seized  upon  Palm,  and  conveyed  him  prisoner  to  l?raunau, 
where  he  was  tried  before  a  military  tribunal,  condcinued,  and 
immediately  afterwards  shot,  lliis,  although  the  V)ooksellcr's  conduct 
was  highly  reprehensible,  was  an  illegal,  and  therefore  unjustifiable 
proceeding,  inasmuch  as  Palm  was  not  anunable  to  tlie  tribimal 
by  wliich  he  was  sentenced;  and  it  excited  universal  indignation 
tbrougbout  Germany.  Sir  Walter  Scott  ascribea  to  it  consequences 
of  die  utmost  unpovtance.  **  Tl^  thousand  preasea  of  Germany,"  be 
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says,  "  continued  on  every  possible  opportunity  to  dwell  on  the  fate 
of  Palm  ;  and,  at  the  distance  of  six  or  seven  years  from  his  death, 
it  might  be  reckoned  amongst  tlie  leading  causes  which  determined 
the  popular  opinion  ;igainst  Napoleon."  There  is  no  evidence, 
however,  and  seuiccly  any  probability,  that  tlie  Emperor  himself  waa 
aware  of  the  crime,  for  such  it  certainly  was,  until  alter  its  oom- 
■diiioiL  It  Mmd  the  purpose  of  the  aonen^  wnxihtAtm,  to  fix 
new  odimn  npaa  Yarn;  and  Ibmiiked  aa  additional  pretest  finr  the 
hoetili^  of  Uioae  who  were  predetermined  to  be  hia  enemiet. 

Ln  die  midat  of  die  excitement  which  now  pcevailed  in  Arnana, 
the  Emperor  Alexander  once  more  iqipeared  at  Berlin  to  uige  the 
King  to  take  up  anna  in  the  canse  of  the  Allies.  Frederick  William, 
who  had  nothing  to  hope  from  further  delay  or  dissimulation, 
readily  renewed  hia  tow  at  die  tomb  of  the  Great  Frederick  for  the 
liberation  of  Germany,  and  received  a  promise  from  the  Czar  that, 
when  he  was  ready  to  take  tlie  field,  the  whole  military  force  of 
Rtissia  should  be  at  his  disposal.  The  Englibh  Government,  ako, 
about  this  time,  notwitlisanding  the  retention  of  Hanover  by  Prussia, 
sent  Lord  Morpeth  to  Berlin  to  offer  a  large  subsidy  for  her  ivssistance 
against  France ;  so  imj)lacable  was  the  hatred  of  the  Courts  of  Europe 
against  the  new  Empire,  that  neither  national  wrong  uor  personal 
inaolt  inflidfid  by  each  other  coold  be  atrong  enongfa  to  caaae  a 
diToraion  from  die  one  great  olgect  of  humbling  Napoleon. 

Pjrnaaia  began  her  prcparatiaaa  fiir  war  abont  the  middle  of  Angoat; 
the  whole  people  appearing  to  enter  upon  the  work  with  endraaiaam. 

I  Napoleon,  pedecdj  arqnainted  with  what  waa  paning,  waa  not  idle. 
He  wrote  to  hia  jUUea  of  the  Rheiuah  Confederation  to  denoonce  the 

I  intentions  of  Prussia  and  Russia,  and  to  claim  the  contingents  pro- 
mised by  the  Constitution  of  the  Union.  On  the  25th  of  September, 
haring  heard  from  Berthicr,  who  was  at  Munich,  that  the  Prussians 
were  dLxposcd  to  commence  hostilities  without  a  previous  declaration, 
he  resolved  to  anticipate  them,  and  accordingly  rjuitte«l  Paris  for  the 
liliine,  accompanied  as  far  as  Mavenee  by  the  Empress.  Orders 
were  thence  desp.itched  to  Slr;i*burg,  to  embiirk  all  the  Irmips  from 
that  fortress  and  the  neighbourhootl  on  the  lihiue;  and  to  Holland,  to 
direct  the  Dutch  army  to  enter  Muustcr  and  advance  with  all  bpeed 
to  the  Wescr.    On  the  30th  the  Emperor  was  at  Wurtzburg,  where 
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he  was  hospitably  lutcrtaiiicd  by  the  Elector,  iintl  received  the 
accession  of  that  Prince  to  tlie  Confederation  of  which  Napoleon  was 
Protector.  On  the  Ist  of  October  lie  poaed  lihe  Rhine ;  and  on  the 
same  day,  Frimoe  Talleyrand,  who  had  renudned  at  Faria,  demanded  of 
Uie  F^russiaii  ambaasador,  who  had  not  yet  been  recalled,  an  coEplan- 
ation  of  the  prepaiationB  which  were  being  made  at  Bcdin.  Count 
Knobekdorff,  in  reply,  delhered  a  manilieato,  containing  a  long  list 
of  grievances  ^and  demands;  in  which,  among  other  things,  it  was 
required  Uiat  the  Frendi  troops  should  evacuate  the  territories  of  die 
Rlicni-h  ronfcdcraiy  by  the  8th  of  October;  and  that  the  Emperor 
should  thenceforth  cease  to  ofier  any  obstacle  to  the  formation  of  a 
league  in  the  north  of  Germany.  This  was  occompanicd  by  a  letter, 
or  pamphlet,  of  about  twenty  pages,  sic^ned  by  the  King  of  Prussia, 
containing  the  most  insulting  renuuks  on  the  character  and  j)olirv 
of  Napoleon ;  proving,  according  to  the  admission  ot  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  that  Frederick  William  felt  *"  less  actually  aggrieved,  than 
mortified  and  ofrcndcd." 

On  the  7th  of  October,  the  French  head-quarters  were  at  Bamberg, 
wlien  the  messenger  despatched  by  Talleyrand  overtook  the  Emperor 
widi  die  fhiBsian  documents.    On  reading  the  letter.  Napoleon 
handed  it  to  the  generals  near  him,  with  the  observation, "  I  pity  my 
brodier,  die  King  of  Fhuma^  who  does  not  understand  F^reneh»  and 
has  certainly  never  read  that  rhapsody.**  With  reference  to  the 
manilesto  he  remarked,  "The  French  anny  has  done  more  dian  it 
was  bidden.    We  are'  ownmanded  to  quit  die  territ(»ies  of  die  j 
Rhenish  Confederation  by  the  8th ;  this  is  but  the  7di,  and  we  have  | 
already  quitted  them/'    An  address  to  the  army  was  at  this  time  | 
published,  in  which  allusion  was  made  to  die  offensive  nnte<:  of  the  ] 
Prussian  Sovereign.     "  Our  enemies  have  dared  to  demand,"  he 
said,  "that  we,  the  soldiers  of  Austcrlitz,  should  retreat  at  sight  of 
their  armies.    The  same  faction,  the  same  giddy  sjiirit,  wliich  taking 
advantage  of  the  internal  dissensions  of  France,  conducted  Prussian 
troops  fourteen  years  ago  to  tlie  plains  of  Champagne,  now  presides 
over  their  councils.     They  tlien   encountered   del'eat,  death,  and 
shame.    March !  therefore,  and  let  them  again  meet  the  same  fate ; 
aince  experience  has  not  taught  them,  diat  while  it  is  easy  with  the 
friendship  of  France  to  acquire  increased  power  and  territory,  her 
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enmity,  which  none  will  provoke  who  are  not  lost  to  all  sense  and 
reason,  is  more  ferrihle  than  the  tempests  of  the  ocean.'* 

TIks*'  pointed  r« marks  were  addressed  more  particularly  to  the 
Duke  of  Ihunswick ;  who,  after  having  lost  his  youthful  reputation, 
by  his  disgraceful  flight  from  Champagne  before  Dumouriez  sud  his 
moj  of  ooiucriptt,  in  1792,  had  now  again  been  placed  at  tbe  head 
of  the  Fnudan  troops.  The  Bake  vis  seven^-two  yean  old, 
obstinate,  and  self-suffident,  entertaining  prt^Mtnd  contempt  for  the 
opinions  and  experience  of  others,  and  giftisd  with  little  of  that  genius 
which  was  indispensable  to  him  who  ahonid  hope  to  compete  snocess- 
fully  with  Napoleon.  His  plan  of  the  campaign  waa  singularly 
injudicious.  Instead  of  awaiting  the  advance  of  the  Russians  on  his 
own  frontier,  he  resolved  to  push  forwards  towards  Franconia,  in 
order  to  compel  the  Elector  of  Saxony,  who  wished  to  remain  neutral, 
to  unite  liis  forces  to  diosc  of  Prussia.  Tlie  conduc  t  of  Frederick 
^\  illiani  in  this  respect,  was  an  exact  counterpart  oi"  that  of  the 
Emperor  Francis  towards  Bavaria,  in  the  preceding  canipaii,'!!.  The 
Saxon  I'rinri'.  hi)\v<>vrr,  was  nut  so  fortunate  as  Maximilian,  to  he 
ahh-  to  witluhaw  hi>,  troops  Ix  turc  the  arrival  of  tlie  coej^cing  army. 
His  troo])s  were  tlierefore  united  with  those  of  Prussia,  hut  necessarily 
without  the  slightest  good-will  to  the  cause,  of  which  they  were  thus 
forced  to  become  pmiisans :  iMNr  waa  their  friendship  at  all  conciliated 
by  their  mastersi  who  conducted  themselves  in  Saxony  in  precisely 
the  same  manner  as  if  in  an  enemy's  country.  The  Prussian  line 
was  next  extended  to  a  length  of  ninety  miles,  in  order  to  enable 
the  tnx^  to  procure  forage  and  subsistence,  which  the  barren 
country  of  Weimar  was  unable  to  mpply.  Their  disposition,  there- 
fore, rcftoroblpd  cantonments  rather  than  a  military  position;  and  as 
the  Duke  of  Prunswick  remained  on  the  del\  mmvc,  an  opportunity 
■wan  afforded  for  Na]>olcon  U>  attack  hia  forces  in  detail :  a  mode  by 
which  he  liad  ruined  every  European  ariny  vet  opposed  to  him. 

The  magazines,  reserve<«  of  artillery,  aminunitiim,  and  i»rovision->  of 
the  Prussians,  iuNtcad  of  Wing  in  the  rearward  of  their  centre,  were 
pla(e<l  at  Naumburg,  on  their  extreme  riu'lit.  Having  obtained 
inlunn.ition  ot  tlii>  f.ir  t,  and  oh'-eix rd  the  general  want  of  skill  in  the 
tactics  of  his  opponents,  the  French  KmiK-ror  inmiediately  decided  on 
the  plan  of  his  campaign.    Dividing  his  army  into  three  buUies,  he 


OPENING   OF  THE  CAMPAIGN. 


gave  orders,  on  the  8th  of  October,  for  a  simultaneous  advance  on 
several  points  of  the  enemy's  line.  The  right  wing,  commanded  by 
Ncy  and  Soult,  marched  upon  Hof.  The  centre,  under  Davoust  and 
Bemadotle,  with  the  Guard,  which  was  led  by  Murat,  and  accom- 
panied by  Napoleon  himself,  moved  towards  Saalburg ;  and  the  left, 
under  T>annes  and  Augereau,  marched  against  Coburg  and  Saalfeld. 
The  first  skirmish  took  place,  on  the  9th,  when  the  village  of  Schleitz, 
in  the  forest  of  Franconia,  was  captured  by  the  corps  of  Bemadotte. 
and  the  greater  portion  of  its  defenders,  consisting  of  six  thousand 
Prussians,  became  prisoners  of  war.  In  this  action,  Murat  particularly 
distinguished  himself,  heading  the  charges  of  the  Guard,  sabre  in 
hand. 


On  the  10th,  the  division  of  Lannes  encountered,  at  Saalfeld, 
Prince  Louis  of  Prussia  with  the  advanced  guard  of  Prince  Hohenlohe, 
who  commanded  the  Prussian  left.  The  young  Prince,  instead  of 
waiting  to  defend  the  bridge  over  the  Saale,  abandoned  that  strong 
position  and  advanced  into  the  open  plain  to  give  battle,  with  the 
vain  hope  that  bravery  might  serve,  instead  of  skill  and  experience, 
against  superior  numbers  and  a  commander  of  the  highest  talent. 
Prince  Louis  exhibited  the  utmost  gallantry  in  leading  his  soldiers 
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to  the  attack,  and  rallying  tlicni  when  they  fled ;  but  the  impetuosity 
of  the  French  bore  down  all  op]>usition ;  and,  after  a  brief  but  vaUant 
resintance,  the  rout  of  tlae  I'russians  was  complete.  The  Prince,  in 
a  last  desperate  attempt  to  stay  his  fljing  squadrons,  was  overtaken  by 
a  quarter-master  of  hussars,  named  Guindet,  who,  al\er  calling  upon 
him  to  surrender,  and  receiving  a  sabre  cut  for  reply,  ran  his  sword 
through  the  Prince's  body :  thus,  according  to  the  buUctin  which 


contained  the  account  of  the  battle,  "  Among  the  earliest  result*  of 
the  war,  was  the  death  of  one  of  its  authors."  This  victory  gave  tlic 
French  access  to  the  country  behind  the  Siiale,  and  enabled  them  to 
advance  upon  Naumburg,  in  the  enemy's  rear.  i 

On  the  llilh,  the  advanced  posts  of  Najjoleon's  army  were  at  the 
gates  of  Li'ipsic,  and  his  own  head-quarters  at  Gera.  The  i.Ksue  of 
the  struggle  appearetl,  to  the  £miH>ror,  no  longer  doubtful :  in  order, 
therefore,  to  remove  from  his  own  mind  the  rcHpoiuibiliiy  of  con- 
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tinning  what  must  henceforth  be  an  acrpjessive  war,  and  to  evince 
his  desire  for  peace,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  King  of  Prussia,  in 
Avliich,  feigning  to  reply  to  that  of  Frederick  William  which  had  | 
heen  received  at  Bamberg,  he  expressed  his  regret  tliat  his  brother  j 
had  been  made  to  sign  the  absurd  compositions  of  his  ministers,  [ 
which  were  opposed  alike  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  their  master,  i 
and  of  him  to  vhom  they  had  hem.  Mnt    Notwillifttiidmg  this, 
howererj  Napoleon  expressed  hia  wfllingneea  to  grant  to  FkOMia 
any  reaionable  fimmr,  bo  that  it  might  aave  ihe  liyea  of  the  num-  | 
bers  wUch  muat  otherwise  fidl  on  each  nde»  ere  a  final  Tidray  j 
could  decide  the  contest   He  reminded  the  King,  that  dua  waa  | 
not  with  himself  the  commencement  of  a  mUitary  career ;  and  that  ' 
he  was  not  likely  to  fear  the  hazards  of  battle :  he  merely  widied, 
he  said,  to  save  his  Majesty  the  mortification  of  utter  defeat,  to  pre- 
serve hia  r^poae,  and  the  existence  of  his  subjects.    Assuming  tliat 
the  Prussian  Monaidl   must   be  aware  that   he  was   vanquislud,  j 
Napoleon  offered  to  treat  with  him  on  terms,  and  in  a  manner  befitting 
his  rank ;  but  informed  him,  that  a  month  hence  their  relative  situ- 
ations might  be  different,  and  that  what  was  now  voluntarily  offered 
might  be  then  refused  to  the  most  earnest  solicitations.   In  conclusion, 
he  urged  his  brother  to  dismiss  from  his  councils  those  malevolent  ! 
persona  who  had  urged  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  and  ' 
thereby  endangered  the  existence  of  his  Majesty's  throne,  and  dis-  ' 
torbed  the  tranquillity  of  his  people.  j 

Without  waiting  for,  or  perhaps  ezpectmg,  a  reply  to  dua  letter, 
NiqjKdeon  directed  the  concentration  of  his  right  and  left  at  Jena, 
while  the  centre  advanced  to  Kanmbnig,  where  the  magaaines  of  the 
enemy  were  captured  and  conngned  to  the  flamea:  tlieir  etpkmon 
first  announcing  to  the  astonished  Duke  of  Brunswick,  and  the  King  ^ 
his  master,  that  the  French  army  was  in  then  rear,  had  destroyed  ; 
their  reserves,  and  that  they  had  consequently  no  alternative  but  to 
give  battle  in  an  isolated  position,  and  without  the  possibility  of 
exercising  any  discretion  as  to  time  or  place.    Tlie  Prussian  chiefs 
had  also  this  additional  reflection  to  embarra.ss  tlieir  councils;  that,  in 
case  of  disaster,  no  line  of  retreat  was  open  to  them,  and  it  could  not  j 
be  hoped  that  their  scattered  forces  could  be  again  collected  for  a 
concerted  movement.    "  llic  enemy  was  betwixt  them  and  Magde- 
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burg,  which  ought  to  have  been  their  rallying  point ;  and  the  army  of 
the  Great  Fn-tlerick,"  says  Scott,  "  w;i-s  br<)Ut,'ht  to  combat  w  ith  as 
little  mibtary  science  as  a  luril  of  scliCKjl-l)uys  lui^bt  have  displayed 
in  a  mutiny."  In  this  desperate  bituation,  the  Duke  of  Ibunswick 
resolved  to  make  a  last  effort  for  the  recovery  of  Naundmrg,  and  the  j 
re-ehtiibiibliinent  of  communications  with  his  rear.  With  this  intention 
he  divided  his  army  into  two  bodies,  one  of  which  he  led  in  person, 
aeoon^tnied  by  the  King  of  IhrnMia,  towardt  Nanmhozg ;  and  the  i 
other,  under  the  command  of  Marihal  MoUendorf  and  the  Fkinoe  of 
Hohenlohe,  waa  directed  to  fiwoe  ita  paaiage  throng^  the  Fkench 
linea  m  the  ae^bonihood  of  Jam. 

Napoleon,  with  the  dinnon  of  Lannea  and  the  fbot-goarda,  readied 
Jena  in  the  evening  of  the  13th  <^  October.   The  enemy  waa  aheady 
in  line  a  short  diitanoe  in  adTance,  and  evidently  intended  to  attempt 
forcing  the  passes  of  the  Saale  next  morning.   The  sun  had  not  quite 
set,  when  the  Emperor,  who  had  not  expected  that  the  Prussians 
were  so  near,  and  whose  heavy  artillery  was  still  thirty-six  hours' 
march  Ix  liind.  alighted  from  his  horse,  and  went  to  reconnoitre, 
procecdinj^  until  some  musket  shots  were  tin  d  at  him :   he  then 
returned,  and  ordered  the  positions  of  the  columns  to  l>e  taken  up 
after  dark.    The  utmost  precautions  and  vigilance  were  necessary  to 
complete  the  required  arrangements  before  day-break.    Soult  and 
Ncy  had  not  yet  come  up ;  and  Hunt,  Davonat,  and  Benadotte  were 
at  Nanmbiug.  Napdleon'a  bivooac  waa  on  the  tummit  of  I  plateau, 
or  tmog  ground,  overlM^uBg  Jena,  and  tn  the  midat  of  hia  troopa. 
Here  he  aupped  widi  hia  generak,  and  afterwarda  went  to  ace  that 
noUiing  Iwd  been  neglected  that  could  conduce  to  the  aucceaa  of  the 
next  day*a  fight.   He  had  acattely  descended  the  hillock  when  be 
found  that  the  whole  of  Lanncs*  artiller\  li.id  stuck  fast  in  a  ravine, 
which,  in  the  darkneas,  had  been  mistaken  for  a  road.   Tltere  was  i 
no  time  to  waste  in  reproaches  or  enquiries,   llie  Emperor,  therefore,  j 
set  instantly  to  work  to  rectify  the  mi«hap.    Taking  upon  himself  the  ' 
duties  of  an  artillery  ofTuer,  he  collected  the  men,  with  their  park  j 
tools  and  Utntenis,  and  directed  the  uidiiiint;  of  the  ravine  so  ;i>  to 
extricate  the  axle-trees  of  the         <  :ui  i;ii;es  from  the  rot  ks  hetwc  i  n 
which  they  were  \ve«lged.     lie  liul  nut  ijuit  the  spot  till  the  first 
waggon  had  been  drawn  up  the  new  road  thus  formed,  and  some 
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guns  mounted  on  the  plateau,  where  no  enemy  would  have  looked 
for  such  engines,  and  where  consequently  a  small  park  was  likely  to 
be  more  effective  than  a  much  larger  one  in  a  situation  where  its 
presence  might  have  been  expected. 

Returning  to  the  plateau,  accompanied  by  two  or  three  officers 
only,  he  was  mistaken  for  a,  spy,  and  fired  upon  by  a  sentinel  of 
his  own  army.  The  Prussians  were  said  to  be  greatly  addicted  to 
nocturnal  attacks,  .and  a  large  portion  of  the  line,  alarmed  by  the 
report,  instantly  discharged  their  muskets.  The  Emperor  had  no 
refuge  but  to  throw  himself  flat  upon  the  ground  until  the  mistake 
should  be  discovered ;  a  situation  which  was  rendered  more  unplea- 
sant by  apprehension  that  the  enemy  would  also  take  the  alarm 
and  fire.    He  did  not  regain  his  bivouac  till  after  midnight,  when 


he  saw  by  the  watch-fires  in  the  enemy's  front  that  the  Prussians 
still  lay  stretched  on  a  line  of  six  leagues,  while  his  own  army  was 
concentrated  within  the  narrowest  compass.  Both  armies  were 
actively  preparing  for  the  work  of  the  ensuing  day.  The  hostile  ranks 
were  within  half  cannon-shot  of  each  other,  and  the  sentinels  at  the 
advanced  posts  nearly  met.  Ney  and  Soult  arrived  during  the 
night,  and  took  the  posts  which  had  been  reserved  for  them.  Before 
daybreak,  on  the  Nth  of  October,  the  whole  of  the  Frencli  troops 
were  under  arms;  but  there  was  a  dense  fog  upon  the  ground,  which 
prevented  the  Emperor  from  commencing  the  engagement  so  early  as 
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be  had  purposed.  He  harangned  his  soldiers,  howeyer,  exhorting  them  | 
to  stand  firm  against  the  Prussian  cavalry,  the  chaises  of  which  had 
been  repweented  as  extremely  formidnblc.    He  reminded  them  that 
it  was  nearly  a  year  since  the  cnpitulation  of  Tim,  when  the  Austrians     j  • 
were  in  similar  circumstances  to  those  of  the  Prussians  at  present ;      ,  , 
being  cut  oit"  from  their  line  of  operations,  their  macjazincs  and  stores, 
and  compelled  to  tight,  not  for  glory,  but  for  the  means  of  retreat.      |  ! 
The  corps,  he  added,  whicli  should  permit  the  enemy  to  escape  would  | 
forfeit  its  honour  and  reputation.    The  soldiers  replied  to  this  ani-      ^  | 
mating  address  with  loud  shouts,  demanding  instant  orders  to  march 
againik  die  Ibe.   The  oolimna  which  were  to  commence  die  attack  | 
were  dien  oxdered  to  adTanoe  into  die  plain:  due  being  done,  at 
abont  nine  o*doc3c  die  wind  aroae  and  die  ran  ahone  out,  whidi,     ^  | 
speedily  diaripadng  the  nitit  diat  had  {Nrerioiialy  concealed  die 
I    movemenli  of  the  two  armies,  discovered  the  hostile  lines  dose 
upon  each  other.  The  French  centre  was  commanded  by  Lannes, 
who  was  supported  by  the  Imperial  Guard  under  Lefebvre ;  the 
cor]n  of  Augerean  formed  the  right,  and  that  of  Soult  oonititated 
the  left.    Tlie  conflict  instantly  commenced,  the  Pnissians  attacking 
the  French  right  in  order  to  expel  Augcrcau  from  a  village  of  which  ^ 
he  had  taken  pomession,  and  to  turn  his  flank.    Tlie  charge  was  i 
vigorous  and  well -sustained,  and  the  battle  raged  for  some  time  on      ,  | 
this  point  with  variable  success :  the  French  and  Prussians  altenxately 
occupying  the  contested  position.    A  dctachmi-nt  from  the  centre  , 
was  ut  length  sent  by  Na{)oleon  to  the  assistance  of  the  ri^ht,  uud  i 
the  enemy  was  effectively  dislodged.  | 

The  entire  centre  lunr  adtaneed,  and  by  die  rapidity  of  ita  move-    i  i 
menty  the  skill  widi  whidi  it  was  managed,  and  the  cool  braTery  die 
soIdieiB,  forced  MoDendozf  to  shift  his  whole  posid<m.  Still,  however, 
the  Pirnssians  fought  gallandy ;  and  though  con^dled  bj  the  impe> 
toosity  of  their  opponents  to  give  way,  they  retreated  steadily  and 
slowly,  disputing  the  groand  inch  by  indi,  so  as  to  affiird  no  ad- 
vantage to  any  one  who  might  have  attempted  pursuit.    Soult,  moan-  \ 
while,  had  led  a  series  of  heavy  charges  against  the  Prussian  right, 
and,  after  a  struggle  of  the  most  desperate  character,  succeeded  in  | 
dispossessing  the  enemy  of  the  woods  in  which  they  had  been      |  | 
•tationed  at  the  commencement  of  the  action.    At  this  period.  Marshal     j  ■ 
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Ney  appeared  upon  the  field  with  the  reserve,  eager  for  action,  in 
high  spiiits,  and  confident  of  victory.  The  enemy  already  wavered. 
The  Emperor  ordered  a  general  attack  along  the  whole  line,  which 
the  exliausted  Prussians  were  unahlc  to  resist.  They  began  to  retire 
in  good  order ;  but  Napoleon  poured  after  them  charge  upon  charge, 
with  such  tempestuous  vehemence  and  rapidity,  that,  unable  to 
withstand  the  shock,  their  rout  became  general.  The  cavalry  and 
infantry  became  mixed  in  their  flight,  and  added,  by  confusion,  to  the 
terrible  carnage  of  pursuit.  The  panic-stricken  troops  fled  towards 
Weimar,  on  the  road  to  which  they  became  inextricably  mingled 
with  anotlicr  tide  of  their  fugitive  countrymen,  rushing  with  headlong 
speed  in  the  same  direction  to  escape  the  slaughtering  swords 
of  Murat's  intrepid  cavalry.  The  love  for  the  Emperor's  person 
which  animated  liis  troops  was  never  more  forcibly  evinced  than  at 
Jena.  At  every  pause  of  the  cannonade  arose  loud  cries  of  "  Vive 
I'Empereur!"  drowning  alike  the  soxmd  of  the  drums  and  the 
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Rcrcams  of  the  wounded.    If  any  corps,  being  opposed  to  a  superior 
force,  hesitated  for  a  moment,  the  Emperor's  name  was  sufficit  nt  to 
revive  their  courage  and  induce  flu  in  lo  nisli  to  the  combat.    In  the 
midst  of  a  ficrc  r  inclrc,  NajKilcon,  pin  rivinu'  that  tlic  rnglcs  of  one  of      |  j 
his  infantry  ii  t^imtnts  were  im  naccd  l)y  the  ciR'niy's  <  avalr)  ,  galloped      |  ' 
instantly  to  the  spot  to  form  the  s<juaro  and  rrpiilsc  the  assailants, 
i  he  lni})erial  (iuard  are  said  to  have  been  exceedingly  vexed  at  the  j 
inactivity  in  which  they  were  kept,  while  the  rest  of  the  army  were  | 
engaged;  and     die  Empem  WM  about  to  iid«  frnii  dieir  fivMit  to 
another  part  of  the  field,  one  of  the  young  aoMm,  oncoaacioualy  1 
ezdaiaiedy  "Forward!"  The  Enqperor  panaed  for  a  momenty  and, 
tuning  to  the  youth  who  had  displayed  sueh  eagemeis'to  signalise  his 
courage,  said, "  It  it  not  Ibr  a  beardless  boy  to  teach  me  what  should  I 
bo  done.    When  he  has  obeyed  the  word  of  command  in  thir^     t  | 
pitched  battles,  ho  may  presume  to  offer  me  advice  !** 

On  the  Sttne  day,  and  at  nearly  the  same  lunir,  a  battle  was  fought 
between  Daronst  and  the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  who  met  nearly  in  | 
the  same  manner  as  the  armies  of  Napoleon  and  Mollendorf  and 
Hohenlohe  on   tlie  evening  of  the  13th.    Davoust,  guessing  the      ^  j 
intentions  of  the  enemv,  took  possession  of  the  strong  defiles  of  Kcrscn  ' 
to  prevent  the  passable  of  troops  towards  Naunibuig.    On  the  morning  i 
of  the   1  Ith.  after  some  delav.  oerasioned  bv  the  fo?,  the  conflict      ,  i 
commenced  at  the  village  of  llassen-llaussen.    The  Prussians  out- 
numbered the  French  by  four  to  one ;  but  the  discipline  and  valour 
of  the  htter  seemed  to  aflbcd  a  matdi  fi>r  aD  odds.  The  German 
eavaby  dbaiged  repeatedly,  but  was  on  every  occasion  repelled  with 
loss  by  the  brave  infimliy  of  Napoleon,  which  it  seemed  impossible  to  I 
break  or  to  throw  nto  disorder*  Davoust,  however,  learfbl  ibr  die 
result,  despaldied  a  messenger  to  Beniadotte,  who  was  not  above  a 
league  behind,  to  hasten  to  die  sc<>nc  of  action ;  but  the  Prineet  taking 
offence  at  the  peremptory  demand  of  the  yfarxhnl,  instead  of  crossing 
the  Saale  at  the  bridge  fay  which  Davoust  had  delnxK  hed,  snti^ht  a  ' 
passage  higher  up  the  river,  and  contrived  to  absent  himself,  and  to  | 
keep  his  corps  from  the  whole  engagement.    'Hie  cannonade  com-  ' 
menccd  at  eight  ;  and,  about  eleven,  the  French  snldiers,  having 
carried   the   woods   and  >'illages  of  Spilbrrg  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  assumed  the  offensive  on  all  points  of  the  enemy's  line,  j 
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The  Generaliidiiio,  Duke  of  Bnmswicki  was  about  this  time  wounded 
in  ihe  face  by  a  grape-ahol»  wbich  obliged  him  to  be  earned  off  the 
field.   Goieral  Schmettia  and  aereial  other  officers  of  distinctiim 

were  shortly  afterwards  borne  away  in  a  similarly  helpless  con- 
dition :  but  Frederick  William  himself  was  in  the  midst  of  his 
soldiers,  and  still  cheered  them  on  to  the  fight,  which  continued  to 
be  so  fiercely  maintained,  that  Davoust  could  only  retain  his  men 
in  the  field,  against  such  fearful  disparity  of  numbers,  by  shewing 
himself  everywhere.  In  vain  did  his  aides-de-camp  hurry  to  and 
fro  to  urge  Bcmadotte  to  hasten  forward  with  succour:  that 
General  continued  to  seek  for  a  bridge,  wliere  he  well  knew  none 
existed,  in  the  hope,  perhaps,  that  tlic  forces  of  Davoust  would 
be  annihilated,  and  the  power  of  Napoleon  himself  by  that  means, 
in  some  measure,  humbled.    He  eren  oratnTed  fi>r  a  time  to 
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mislead  Murat  and  the  cavalry,  who  con-iequcutly  did  not  airivr  at 
Auerstadt  in  time  to  render  nearly  so  much  service  as  they  might 
have  done  an  hour  or  two  earlier. 

At  length,  the  King  of  IVussia,  having  received  intelligence  that 
Ilohcnlohe  and  Mollendorf  were  on  the  point  of  being  defeated  at 
Jena,  and  hoping,  by  one  blow,  to  retrieve  the  fortune  of  the  day, 
took  die  desperate  resolution  of  making  a  general  attack  along  the 
whole  of  the  Reneli  line,  with  all  the  troops  he  had  in  die  field. 
The  soldiers  had  now  lost  confidence  in  their  leaders,  and  the  charge 
was  consequently  feeble  and  ixresolote,  and  easily  repelled  by  the 
I    French.  As  a  kst  resource,  the  enemy's  reserres  were  sent  in ;  but 
the  battle  .was  already  lost    Davoust  adiranoed  with  ardour;  and 
I    being  admirably  snqpported  by  Murat,  who  just  then  arrived  on  the 
ground  with  his  dragoons,  broke  through  the  Prussian  lines  at  all 
;    points,  and,  throwing  them  into  confiision,  pursued  them,  with 
dreadful  havoc,  towards  Weimar;  where.  Wending  with  the  routed 
I    squadrons  of  their  right-wing,  who  were  flying  in  the  same  direction, 
1    the  retreat  assumed  the  most  terrific  character.   The  roads  were 
j    choked  with  artillery,  baggage-waggons,  men  and  horses,  trampling 
I    down  and  impeding  each  other  in  their  haste  to  escape.   The  King, 
I    himself,  seeing  no  chance  of  safety  among  the  mass  of  his  soldiers, 
quitted  the  high  road,  and  flod  across  the  fields,  ^y\\]l  a  smaQ  eiOOrt  of 
cavalry  and  the  officers  of  his  staff.    There  was  hencefofth  an  end  to 
all  discipline  among  the  wrecks  of  this  magnificent  army,  which  the  I 
evening  before  had  numbered  upwards  of  a  hundred  thousand  men.  j 
Scarcely  a  general,  indeed,  remained  with  them  to  issue  orders,  had  , 
I     the  soldiers  been  disposed  or  able  to  obey.     Tlie  pursuit  continued  j 
I     for  a  space  of  six  leagues,  and  was  only  discontinued  in  consequence  | 
t     of  the  d;irkness  of  the  night.  j 
After  dusk,  the  Emperor  rode  over  the  field  of  battle,  as  at  Austcr-  i 
Utz,  oflcn  alighting  from  his  horse  to  speak  a  few  cheertul  words,  or 
administer  a  little  brandy  to  the  wounded,  or  to  place  his  hand  on 
the  breast  of  a  soldier,  to  ascertain  if  his  heart  still  b*  at.  or  there 
remained  any  chance  of  life.    He  then  proceeded  to  Jena,  to  pass  the 
night,  where  he  was  waited  on  by  the  Professors  of  the  University : 
the  Vicar  was  also  presented  to  him,  who,  having  shewn  great  atten- 
tion to  the  wounded,  was  rewarded  fair  hit  humanity.  Prisoners 
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oontinned  to  be  brought  mtio  die  town  duzing  the  whole  nig^t,  tmong  | 

whom  were  about  six  tboumid  ^kaaoB,  with  m  greet  number  of 

generak  and  officers  of  distinction.   On  the  following  morning,  these  I 

ofHccrs  ware  assembled  in  the  great  hall  of  the  l.'nivera^*  when    j  | 

the  Emperor,  through  an  interpreter,  informed  them  that  he  was  not     i  ' 

their  enemy,  nor  the  enemy  of  their  Prince,  whom  he  knew  to  have  I 

been  compelled  to  aid  the  designs  of  Prussia.     "  The  j)lace  of  I 

Saxony,"  he  said,  "  is  marked  in  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine.  | 

France  is  the  natural  i)rotrctor  of  tlic  Saxons  against  the  violence  of     i  i 

Prussia."    On  conditiou  that  they  would  not  again  bear  arms  against  | 

I'raucc  during   the  campaign,  the  whole  of  these  prisoners  were 

liberated  and  sent  home ;  being  made  the  bearers  of  a  proclamation 

to  their  countrymen,  stating  that  the  people  of  the  Great  Nation 

regarded  them  as  friends  and  brothers. 

The  loss  of  the  enen^,  in  the  two  battles  of  Jena  and  Anerstadt, 

is  computed  to  have  exceeded  twenty  thousand  in  lolled  and  wounded, 

and  double  dut  number  in  prisoners;  among  whom  were  more  than 

twenty  generals  and  several  lieutenant-geiuerals,  including  General 

Schmettau.    The  Duke  of  Brunswick  Avas  carried  to  Altona,  whence 

he  intended  to  embark  for  England,  but  his  wound  proved  mortal ; 

and,  after  lingering  for  a  few  days  at  a  miserable  inn  on  the  coast,  he  ' 

I  died  on  the  10th  of  November.  rriiae  Ilenrv  of  Prussia  Mas  also  ' 
I  •  i 

!      anion''  the  wounded.    The  cannon  taken  on  this  dav  amounted  to  I 
I      three  hundred ;  the  standards,  to  sixty.    Tlie  French  loss  was  com-  ' 
paratively  U-ifling — about  fifteen  hundred  killed  and  three  thousand 
wounded.    Not  a  man  of  any  considerable  note  was  injured.  Lannes 
had  his  breast  laid  bare,  and  Davoust  had  his  hat  carried  away,  and 
his  clodies  pierced  by  a  number  of  balk  ^luiing  the  netkn ;  \aA  | 
neither  of  diese  brave  officers  was  wounded. 

Napoleon,  after  ascertaining  die  results  of  the  batde,  went  in  an  i 
open  cajnriage  to  Weimar,  near  which  he  met  an  offioer,  bearing  a 
letter  from  the  King  of  F^ruasia,  dedring  an  anntstice.  This  was 
refused,  on  the  grounds  that  die  object  sought  was  not  peace,  but  to 
j  remove  the  seat  of  war  from  Prussia  into  the  dominiona  of  the  Frinoea 
in  alliance  with  France ;  that  the  Emperor's  mistaken  generosily,'  at 
the  close  of  the  last  campaign,  had  been  a  means  of  encouraging  the 
ptewnt  war ;  and,  ccnsequendy,  that  it  would  be  unjust  towards  the  ' 
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TnoA  and  the  Bhenkb  ConiMentioii  to  ceaae  hoitUilies,  vithont  the 
protpect  of  n  satisfiwtiMT'  peace.  From  Weimer,  orden  were  de- 
spatched to  Bernadottc  to  advance  against  the  Priaee  of  WuitembeKg, 
who  bdiig  desirous  of  military  distiuctiou  had,  contrary  to  the  expMM 
commands  of  his  father,  8olicitc<l  and  ohtaitied  a  post  in  the  Prussian 
army  ;  and  haxnng  been  disengaged  during  the  recent  actions,  instead  | 
of  retiring  vitli  his  corps  of  sixteen  tliousand  fresli  troops,  which 
wouhl  have  lornml  an  admirable  niulcus  I'ur  dispersed  parties  of  his  ! 
friends  to  rally  round,  advanced  towards  Halle,  to  confront  the  vie-  j 
torions  troo])s  wliirh  had  just  overthrown  the  grand  army  of  the 
King,  his  master.  The  Prince's  military  career  of  course  ended  with 
his  first  engagement.  Napoleou,  ou  learning  that  he  was  a  prisoner, 
refiued  to  reoave  him  at  a  Fhunaa  Geaend,  but  sent  him  back  to  I 
his  lather's  capital,  aa  one  whose  chief  olfence  coaaitted  in  his  in- 
fractioii  of  paternal  diad^ue.  Mura^  about  this  time,  inrested 
Erfnrt,  into  whidi  Marshal  Mollendorf  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  had 
thrown  themaetTes,  with  m  gamaon  c£  dghteen  ^ouaand  men,  and 
which  surrendered  almost  at  the  first  summons.  General  Kalkrcath, 
at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  troops,  was  overtaken  and  made 
prisoner  while  attempting  to  escape  across  the  Harti  mountains.  Sir 
Walter  Scott  describes  the  wrecks  of  the  Prussian  army,  at  this  time, 
as  resembling  "  coveys  of  heath-fowl,  which  the  s|>ortsman  marks 
down  and  destroys  in  detail,  and  at  his  l<  isure."  '1  he  discomfited 
soldii'rs  were  waiulcring  about  the  country,  indeed,  in  all  directions, 
each  seeking  a  nu  aus  of  eseape  for  himself,  and  In  (pu  ntly  slninning 
iui  union  with  otJier  stragglers,  lest  piusuit  should  be  attracted  by 
numbers. 

In  the  neaattmc.  Napoleon  removed  his  head-quarters  to  Nanm- 
burg,  where  he  first  learned  from  Daroust  the  extent  of  Bemadotte*s 
miscoodttct  at  Anerstadt  "If  I  were  to  deliver  him-  to  a  court- 
martial,**  aaid  the  Emperor,  "nodiing  could  save  him  from  being 
abet.  I  must,  thrreibra,  overlook  it  I  do  not  think  him  so  lost  to 
every  sense  of  honour  aa  not  to  feel  the  diqprace  of  having  committed 
a  base  action :  nevertheless,  I  shall  not  fiul  to  let  him  know  my  mind 
on  the  subject.**  Tltis  conversation  was  shcnrtly  afterwards  repoflod 
at  Hamburg  to  liemadotte,  who  endeavoured  to  palliate  his  behaviour 
by  stating,  that  he  waa  piqued  at  receiving  what  he  oooaidcrcd 
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orders  from  Davoust.  "  I,  however,  did  my  duty !  '*  added  the  Gascon 
Marshal.  The  infatuation  of  the  Fniperor,  with  regard  to  tliis  man, 
can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  tliat  we  arc  frequently  at  more 
pains  to  win  the  esteem  of  one  whom  we  have  always  couisidered 
adverse  to  us,  than  to  conciliate  and  do  justice  to  those  of  whose 
fidelity  and  attadiment  we  have  never  entertained  a  doubt. 

Pa.ssing  from  Naumburg  to  Ilalle,  Napoleon  rode  over  the  field 
of  Rosboch,  where,  in  1751,  the  Great  Frederick  obtained  a  signal 
victory  over  the  Freneh  md  Bjauyfenn  anniei.  Although  he  had 
nevor  been  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  gnnmd  wie  eo  fmS&u  to  him 
from  fiamer  geographical  and  niEtaiy  stndiea,  diat  he  waa  enabled 
to  direet  an  aide-de*canq^  to  lihe  spot  irhere  a  oolomn  had  been 
erected  to  oommenunrate  die  victory.  '*  Gallop  in  Aat  direction,'' 
said  the  Emperor,  pointing  widi  his  hand,  "and  at  the  dialanwit  of 
half  a  league  you  will  find  the  Fronian  monument,  which  I  intend 
to  have  removed  to  FariB."  The  column  waa  found  at  the  place 
indicated,  and,  being  taken  down  by  some  of  General  Suche^t 


sappers,  imd  placed  among  the  other  trophies  of  Imperial  conquest, 
was  eventuallv  trans])orted  on  cairiacjcs  to  the  French  capital.  The 
hopes  which  Aapoleon  had  frei^ucutly  expressed  concerning  the 
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reipflct  whidi  pottaritjr  would  p^y  to  the  moiiiiiiiiaiiti  oS  bis  own  vio- 

tories,  were  little  in  accordance  with  Us  conduct  in  ds^oiUi^  the 
plain  of  Bosbach  cl  its  solitary  pillar. 

Ualle  was  captured  on  the  17th  of  October.    On  the  18th,  Davoust  ! 
entered  Ixipsic;  and  on  t]u<  ilst,  Suult  and  Murat  attacked  Magde-  j 
burc^,  where  Prince  Hohcnlohe  had  collected  nearly  fifty  thousand  j 
fugitives  and  newly-arrived  troops,  hoping  to  nuikc  a  stand  till  the 
advancing  Kussians  could  conic  up  to  sa\e  the  capital.  Magdeburg, 
however,  had  been  drained  of  its  stores  and  provisions  by  the  Duke 
of  Hrunswick  before  the  battle  of  Jena,  and  faniiiic,  as  well  lu*  assault, 
threatened  the  nunieroiiH  assemblage  now  cooped  within  the  walls  of 
the  fortreas.    The  Prince,  therefore,  leaving  about  bixteen  thousand 
men  In  the  city  as  a  garrison,  attempted  to  eflbct  his  escqte  witfi  the 
rest  to  the  Oder ;  hut  being  hotly  pursued,  be  drew  vcp  the  adTinoed 
guard  and  centre  of  his  army  on  the  heights  of  Prentihui,  where 
}mg  without  fimge,  pvovisioas,  or  smmnnitinm,  they  were  compelled 
to  the  number  of  twemj  thousand  to  lej  down  their  arms.  The  reer 
of  this  army,  rnnsjating  of  about  ten  thousand  men,  did  not  immedi- 
ately share  die  &te  of  iti  main-body  and  Tan;  but,  under  die«shiUnI 
I     generalship  of  the  celebrated  Blucher,  contrived  to  slip  away  towards  i 
'     Strelits,  detemuned  to  pass  the  Elbe  at  Lauenbuig,  and  reinfiKoe  the 
Prussian  garrisons  in  Lower  Saxony. 

On  the  'i2nd  or  23rd,  Napoleon  received  an  envoy  from  the 
wounded  Duke  of  Brunswick,  who,  feeling  his  end  approaching,  was  | 
desirous  to  conciliate  his  victor,  and  induce  the  latter  to  spare'  his  1 
hereditary  dominions,  as  being  unc oiu  i  rued  in  the  (juarri  ls  of  l'ru<if*ia,  ' 
allliough  he,  the  IVince.  as  an  in(Ii\ idnal,  had  as&umed  the  l*rus>.ian 
uniform  ami  appeared  in  arms  again>t   France.    The  Kmpcror,  in  j 
replying  to  this  calculating  and  sophistical  apiieal,  reminded  the  Duke  ■ 
I    that  he  had  held  different  language  in  1792,  when,  in  his  vaonling  ' 
waniffsto  published  in  the  name  of  the  Allied  Sovereigns,  he  had  I 
denounced  military  execution  against  all  die  constitntBd  andmritiee  • 
of  Paris,  direatened  to  consign  diat  o^iital  to  the  licence  of  pillage  | 
and  the  flames,  and  not  to  leave  one  stone  of  its  walls  and  houses  ! 
upon  anodier;  while  the  inhabitants  of  die  departments  who  should 
endeavour  to  defend  their  country  or  diemselves,  were  menaced  with 
death  as  traitois  and  xebds:  their  towns  and  TiUages  were  to  be 
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sacked  and  burnt,  and  their  fields  ravaged  and  destroyed — nnlen  die     |  i 
decrees  of  the  several  powers,  which  had  armed  against  the  assnmptioD 
by  the  French  People  of  a  right  to  choose  their  own  form  of  govern-  ^ 
ment,  should  be  implicitly  and  literally  obeyed.    The  Prince  was     I  j 
further  reminded  of  tlic  recent  threat  of  chastisement  held  forth  to      '  | 
the  Grand  Army  of  Franco  unless,  in  a  given  time,  it  evacuated  the 
territories  of  the  Kheiiish  Confederacy.     He  wa.s  charged,  also,  as  1 
one  of  the  chief  instii^atorn  of  the  war,  which  his  councils  ought  to  | 
have  prevented ;  and,  tiaally,  he  was  informed  that,  although  by  the 
lawB  of  retaliation  the  Emperor  would  be  justified  in  threatening  to 
take  the  nme  Tenseanoe  upon  the  Bnmswickera  as  their  Chief  had    I  I 
denonnoed  against  die  IVradi,  die  Dnke  might  be  aMored  that  the  | 
pezBoni  and  propoty  of  die  peaceable  dtiaens  in  his  SMe  would  be  I 
reqpeeted  by  dieir  vietors*  not  a  man  of  whom  was  capable  of  com-    {  I 
mitting  sndi  oatr^ges  as  dmce,  die  bare  enumeratioiu  of  wMdi  in  [ 
die  German  proclamation  aUuded  to,  proved  to  have  been  at.  least 
oontemplated  by  others.    A  period  was  put  to  all  further  conre> 
spondence  on  the  subject  by  the  speedy  death  of  the  aged  and  mor- 
tified Duke ;  and  the  Principality  of  Brunswick  was  t.aken  possession     |  j 
of  by  the  French.    Much  has  been  said  in  England  of  the  Emperor's  ■ 
harsh  treatment  of  the  Duke  ;  —  it  has  been  characterized  as  beini?  | 
unworthy  of  a  .soldier  and  a  monarch :  but  this  appears  to  have     I  ■ 
arisen  from  a  fidse  sympathy  with  the  father-in-law  of  the  heir  to  the      '  j 
British  throne,  ratlicr  than  to  have  been  elicited  by  a  fair  con-^ider- 
ation  of  the  circumstimces  themselves.    Tiie  Duke,  as  one  of  the  oldest     i  j 
soldiers  in  Europe,  could  not  fail  to  be  aware,  that  in  unsheathing  his  I 
sword  against  France,  he  defied  die  haiards  of  war,  in  fiwtone  as  weU  < 
as  in  person.  i 

On  the  24di  of  October,  Napoleon  entered  Potsdam,  and  in  die  ^ 
evening  visited  die  palace  of  Sans-Souci;  where  he  went  over  die 
apartments  of  die  Great  Frederick,  die  fiimitare  and  deooradons  of    '  j 
which  were  in  precisely  die  same  state  in  whicb  di^  had  been    )  I 
left  at  die  deadi  of  their  topi  occupant.  The  old  wridng^table  of 
the  King  still  bore  the  inkstand  and  yivn^  of  the  correspondent  ai 
Voltaire  and  patron  of  Hogarth.    His  favourite  books  were  still  upon 
their  shelves,  and  Napoleon  was  evidently  the  first  who  had  taken  ' 
them  thence  since  the  decease  of  their  original  owner.  Many  contained  1 
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marf^nal  notes  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  Monarch  ;  anil  the  maps 
exliibited  proofs  of  having  been  used  for  tracing  the  mnitary  ojK^ra- 
tions  of  the  Seven- Years'  W'tit.  The  Emperor  sat  for  some  time  in 
profound  metlitatiun,  in  the  royal  cabinet ;  and,  before  departing, 
examined  the  g<u-den8  and  terraces  around  tlic  palace,  and  requested 
that  the  favourite  walks  and  resort*  of  tlie  King  should  be  pointed 
out  to  him.  He  returned  for  tltc  night  to  I'otMlam,  where  he  forbade 
any  one  to  occupy  the  private  apartments  of  the  I'russian  Queen.  In 
one  of  the  drawers  of  her  Majesty's  dre>.Hing-room,  however,  which, 
notwithstanding  the  prohibition,  seems  to  have  been  strictly  examined, 
wa.s  found  a  memorial  drawn  up  by  the  emigrant  Dumouriez.  detailing 
a  scheme  of  that  general's  for  subduing  tlie  power  of  Napoleon,  and 
subjugating  his  own  country. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  'i/Jth,  after  having  reviewed  the  Imperial 
foot-guards,  Napoleon  went  with  his  staff  to  inspect  the  vault  con- 
taining the  ashes  of  Frederick  II.  The  remains  of  that  celebrated 
warrior,  legislator,  and  author,  were  enclosed  in  a  double  coffin  of 
wood  and  copper,  in  a  niche,  protected  by  a  massive  door.  But  there 
was  neither  ornament,  trophy,  nor  any  mark  of  distinction,  save  the 
word  Frederico  II.,  engraven  on  the  coffin  itself,  to  recall  the  deeds 


which  had  first  caused  the  Prussian  name  to  be  respected  throughout 
Europe.  Among  the  spoils  which  the  Emperor  took  from  Potsdam, 
were  the  sword,  the  Cross  of  the  Black  Eagle,  and  the  sash  of  the 
deceased  King,  and  the  flags  which  had  been  borne  by  his  guards 
during  his  campaigns.  These  trophies  of  conquest,  which  an  ordinary 
victor  would  probably  have  spared,  were  presented  by  Napoleon  to 
the  Hotel  of  Invalids,  at  Paris;  where  they  were  received  by  the 
disabled  veterans  of  the  army  which  had  served  against  Frederick  in 
Hanover,  with  the  most  profound  respect  and  veneration,  as  apper- 
taining to  one  of  the  greatest  captains  whose  exploits  have  been 
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recorded  in  history.  "  I  am  better  pleased  with  these  relics,"  said 
Napoleon,  as  he  took  the  sword  of  Frederick  from  above  the  tomb 
where  it  hung,  and  drew  it  from  its  scabbard,  "  than  if  I  had  found 
a  treasure  of  twenty  millions  of  francs ! " 


>  V 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

FRENCH  ENTRY  INTO  nEni,!N  —  CLEMENCY  OF  NAPOLEON  —  BERLIN  OECRRB 
FOR  TUB  BLOCKADE  OF  TUB  BRITISH  I8LBB — FALL  OF  8TBTTIN,  CU8TBIN, 
LUBBCK  — •OaraMltOM  OF  AVmB — UtVT  Ot  naOTT  TBOmAllO  MB*— ' 
MUSH  A0DBBSMS— FBOCI.AIfATIOII  OV  POnM— DSOBIB.  1906, 


ITTI.K  more  than  a  montli  after  quitting 
Paris,  and  only  sLxtcen  days  from  tlic 
commencement  of  the  campaign,  namely 
on  the  27th  of  Octolber,  1806,  NmpolMii 
entered  Berlin,  in  triumph,  by  die 
nificent  gate  of  Ghaorlottenlmig.  He 
on  honebackt  aooompanied  by  the  Fdnoe 
of  Neulbhitel,  Marshals  Davontt  and 
Augereau,  anil  tlio  brave  Duroc,  Grand-Mtrshal  of  the  Palace.  The 
j     Imperial  Guard,  and  the  corps  of  Davoust,  which  had  wrought  snch 
miracles  at  Auerstadt,  had  been  selected  to  form  the  escort  npon  this 
proud  occasion.    The  whole  population  of  the  capital  seemed  to  be 
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aMemUed  in  the  streeU  and  at  the  windows,  and  expressed  theif  grief 

at  llie  disgrace  of  their  ooontry  hy  (nrofeund  silence ;  and,  in  some  | 

instances,  by  tears.   It  was  no  liberating  army  entering  their  territory, 

as  had  been  the  case  with  the  Italians,  in  the  early  campaigns  of  the  | 

victor,  to  firee  the  people  from  the  hated  yoke  of  a  foreigner;  bnt 
the  conciurror  of  their  native  land,  the  invader  of  thi  ir  hearths  and  I 
halls,  who,  having  stripj>eU  tht-m  of  the  glory  won  in  former  years,  i 
was  taking  possession  of  their  homes  ;  to  imjKysc  upon  them  perhaps  i 
new  laws,  new  tjixes,  and  new  masters.    The  Emperor  aliglited  at  the 
King's  palaee,  where  ihv  ki  ys  ot"  tlie  eity  were  presented  to  him  by  j 
(jen«'ral  Ilullin,  the  roniniaiulant  ol  the  garrison,  wlio  took  occasion  • 
to  crave  the  t  leniency  of  his  Majesty  towards  tlie  inhabitants. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  Napoleon  was  to  form  a  nmnicipal  corps  of  | 
sixty  members,  who  were  directed  to  select  two  thousand  of  the 
richest  burgesses  to  assist  them  in  maintaining  due  order  and  dis^ 
dpline  m  Berlin.   The  municipal  guard  was  also  reorganised;  and 
Prince  Hatafeld,  who  accqited  the  dril  government  of  the  capital,  in  I 
the  name  of  the  Frendi  Sovereign,  was  placed  at  its  head.  This 
Prince,  it  appears,  was  desirous  of  ingratialing  hlnudf  with  Napoleon ;  j 
not  so  mudi  with  a  view  to  procure  moderation  for  his  fellow-citizens, 
ss  to  act  as  a  tpj  on  belialf  of  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  Russians.  ' 
lie  must,  however,  have  known  very  little  of  the  man  he  dealt  with,  i 
if  he  hoped  to  overmaster  him  by  strategy,  at  a  time  when  recourse  to  j 
such  means  might  be  reasonably  exj)ect<'d. 

It  wiis  among  tlic  tirst  measures  of  tlje  Emperor  to  place  tlie  Post-     |  j 
office  under  the  direction  of  his  well-trained  police,  by  whom  alni(»st  ' 
all  letters  passing  to  and  from  Berlin  were  examined,  and  re-sealed  ' 
with  sui  h  (  are  and  skill  that  no  suspicion  was  exciti  d  ot  their  having  j 


ever  been  opened.    IJy  these  means  an  envelope  addressed  to  the 


Postmaster,  containing  a  letter  (or  Frederick  William,  fell  into  the  i 
hands  oi  the  IVench.   It  contained  a  detailed  account  of  aU  diat  ' 
had  occurred  in  Berlin  rince  the  departure  of  die  King,  a  minute 
description  <^  the  French  fince,  with  its  number,  condition,  and  the 
situation  of  every  corps,  and  was  rigned  by  Prince  HatsfeUL  Thb 
document  was  immediately  laid  before  Nai>oleon,  who  ordered  that  | 
the  culprit  shoiJd  be  arrested  and  brought  before  a  military  com- 
Hussion  for  triaL  Ihe  arrest  took  place,  and  the  court  was  summoned  , 
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the  nest  day;  but  the  Emperor,  meanwhile,  who  had  not  returned 
the  paper  which  constitutod  the  only  evidence  against  the  Prince,  had 
that  morning  gone  to  a  distance  from  Berlin  to  review  one  of  the 
tli%'isions  of  his  army.  The  trial  was,  therefore,  necessarily  adjourned 
till  the  letter  could  be  procured. 

The  Princess  of  Hutzfeld,  on  learning  that  her  husband  had  been 
arrested,  hastened  to  Duroc,  with  whom  she  had  become  acquainted 
during  his  former  visits  to  Berlin,  to  complain  of  the  treatment  the 
lUnoe  had  eaq^etienoed.  Ibe  Grand  Biunilial  knew  nodiing  eif  die 
hamu,  hvk  on  lending  £nr  Savary  learned  dut  EhtsMd'a  Uk  waa 
in  danger.  Duroc  resdred  to  procure  the  FrinceM  an  audience  of  the 
Emperor,  as  the  only  means  of  saving  her  husband.  Napoleon  at 
luB  retain, met  die  Marahal  on  the  grand  ataircase;  and,  ampriaed  to 
find  1dm  widiin  at  that  hour,  enquized  if  anything  new  had  occurred. 
"Yes,  SSre,*'  repUed  Duroc;  and  followed  him  into  hia  cASmei, 
soliciting  permission  to  introduce  a  aappliant.   Napoleon  waa  seldom  i 
inaccessible  by  his  own  wish  or  consent.   The  Princess  was  intro-  | 
duced ;  and  being  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  her  husband's  arrest,  she 
threw  herself  at  the  Conqueror's  feet,  and  demanded  justice  upon  j 
those  whom  she  supposed  to  have  wronged  him  by  calumnious  reports.  . 
The  Emperor,  when  she  had  finished,  handed  to  her  the  traitorous  ; 
letter  which  had  been  written  by  the  Prince,  saying,  "  You  know  the 
writing  of  your  husband;  judge  yourself,  if  it  be  calumny."  She 
glanced  over  the  contenti  haadly,  and  bnrating  into  a  flood  cf  tears, 
replied,  with  the  ingennonaneaa  of  perfect  innocence  and  mojfi'aty,  j 
"ft  »  but  too  fforely  hia  wridng !"  Her  aocent  went  to  Napolean'a  ' 
aonl;  her  aitnadoa--ehe  waa  fiur  advanced  towards  matemily— grieved  ' 
him  exceedingly;  yet  he  waa  vmriDing  to  interftre  with  the  coarse  : 
of  justice  in  behalf  of  one  who  had  ao  little  right  to  expect  mercy.  ' 
After  a  few  moments*  struggle  between  his  feelings  and  his  judg- 
ment, he  turned  to  the  Princess,  who  still  retained  possession  of  her  • 
husband's  letter,  and  said,  "  Well,  Madam,  that  paper  is  the  sole 
evidence  of  the  Prince's  guilt :  tlirow  it  into  the  fire,  and  I  shall  ; 
have  no  means  of  condemning  him."    The  Princess  retired  quite  | 
happy;  and  those  who  best  knew  the  Emperor,  affirm  that  he  was 
equally  so.    An  interesting  letter,  written  by  Napoleon  to  Jose- 
phine about  this  time,  has  been  preserv  ed,  in  reply  to  one  in  which 
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the  Emprcfts  reproved  him  for  the  language  of  one  of  his  bulletins,  con- 
cerning the  character  of  the  young  and  beautiful  Queen  of  Prussia. 
"  You  seem  grieved  that  I  should  think  ill  of  women,"  said  the 
Emperor ;  "  it  is  true  that  I  have  no  sympathy  for  intriguing  females. 
I  have  been  accustomed  to  those  who  arc  amiable,  gentle,  and  con- 
ciliating, and  such  I  love.  If  they  have  spoiled  me,  it  is  not  my 
fault,  but  thine.  Thpu  wilt  be  pleased,  nevertheless,  to  learn  that  I 
have  been  kind  to  one  who  exhibited  goodness  and  feeling — Madame 
Ilatzfeld,  whose  husband  is  restored  to  liberty  and  tranquillity.  Two 
hours  later,  and  he  would  have  been  lost.  Thou  lecst,  then,  that  I 
esteem  women  who  arc  gentle,  ingenuous,  and  amiable;  but  it  is 
because  they  alone  resemble  thee." 

It  was  during  the  Emperor's  residence  at  Berlin,  that  the  famous 
Decree  for  the  Blockade  of  the  British  Isles  was  first  published.  Thi« 
proceeding,  which  was  intended  to  destroy  the  cominerrc,  and  by 
terminating  the  prosperity  eventually  to  crush  the  power,  of  England, 
but  which,  in  operation,  recoiled  upon  Napoleon,  and  accelerated,  if 


us 
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it  (lid  not  produce,  his  overthrow,  was  dated  on  the  21st  of  November,      !  ' 
ISOO.    After  setting  forth,  —  That  Eni,'liind  would  not  consent  to 
regulate  naval  warfare  by  the  laws  and  amenities  which  were  estab- 
lished on  land,  but  had  introduced  new  customs  into  her  maritime  | 
code,  and  revived  thoee  of  a  barbarotn  age;  thai  die  lefiued  to  ^ 
recognise  the  distinctiini  of  private  property,  and  the  ri^ti  of 
foreigners  not  serving  in  war,  but  seized  on  merchant  vessels  and  made  | 
their  crews  prisoners,  as  if  they  had  been  armed  and  sent  oat  by 
their  respective  govemmoitB  against  an  enemy;  and  that  die  Bzitisli    <  { 
dechuralian  of  blockade  extended  to  places  not  actually  blockaded, — 
thus  extending  the  evils  of  war  to  peaceful  and  unarmed  citizens, —  : 
the  British  isles  were  declared  by  the  Decree  to  be  in  a  state  of    i  | 
blockade.    All  commerce  and  correspondence  with  them  were  strirflv      j  j 
prohibited.    All  English  subjects  found  in  countries  occupied  by  the      '  I 
troops  of  France  were  declared  to  be  prisoners  of  war.    All  mer-      i  | 
chandise  or  property  nf  any  kind  belonging  to  British  owners,  and     '  | 
all  articles  of  British  manufacture,  or  the  produce  of  British  colonies,  > 
were  declared  to  be  lawful  prize.     Half  of  the  proceeds  of  all 
coofiscatiana  weie  t»  be  implied  to  lihe  rdief  of  llioae  merchants  | 
whose  ships  had  been  captoied  by  Engliah  cmisers.  No  veesd  from 
£ngland  or  the  English  cohmies  was'  to  be  admitted  into  a  conti-  ' 
nental  port,  but  every  one  entering  a  ibreign  harbour  was  to  be  j 
seised  and  ferliuted.  Twn  j^iie^urts  were  to  be  established;  one 
at  Faiis  fiur  the  French  Empire,  and  the  other  at  Milan  Ibr  die    i  . 
Kingdom  of  Italy.  |  ' 

The  qnrtem  thus  established,  had,  there  is  no  doubt,  been  for  some     |  | 
time  in  contemplation,  but  Napoleon  had  not  deemed  the  time 
&yourable  for  its  promulgation  till  he  was  master  of  nearly  all  the  | 
line  of  coast  round  Europe.    We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  how     j  j 
far  it  had  been  contemplated  that  such  a  measure,  as  to  the  immediate 
effect  desired,  was  practicable  or  othcrM  ise,  except  by  the  means  used 
to  bring  it  into  operation,  and  upon  these  wc  must  form  our  estimate  j 
of  its  policy.     The  habits  of  two  or  three  centuries  of  unrestricte<l  ' 
commerce  had  placed  many  of  the  articles  sought  to  be  proliibited  • 
among  the  absolute  necessaries  of  life;  to  £qiense  with  which  would    j  i 
have  occasioned  great  and  universal  distress  and  inconvenience.  It 
was,  diorefere,  a  proclamation  of  war  witih  the  feelings,  tastes,  and 
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wishes  of  manldiid ;  an  attempt  to  force  ciTiluatum  badrarard  for  tliree 
I    centuries,  wliicb  the  moat  Qnrannic  and  abcolnte  power  could  not  have 
j    tnooeeded  in  eCRscting    One  blow  in  one  place  was  uselesa.  To 
exclude  oommerce  it  required  a  constant  tenrion  of  watcblul  energy 
I     on  every  point  of  the  Continent,  not  only  at  the  known  ports  and 
harbours,  but  at  every  creek,  cove,  and  inlet,  by  which  the  shores 
of  the'ocean  were  indented.    *'  The  attempt,"  says  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
I     *'  rcscml)los  that  of  a  child,  who  tries  to  stop    itli  his  hand  the  stream 
of  an  artiH(-i;il  fountain,  which  escapes,  in  a  liundrod  partial  jets  from  i 
vmdcr  his  palni  and  brtwet-n  his  finjjrrs.    The  (ioniusof  Commerce,  | 

Iliki-  a  second  I*rot«  us,  assunud  cvcrv  vari(  )v  of  shape,  in  order  to  | 
elude  the  Imperial  interdiction,  and  ail  manner  of  evasions  were  j 
practised  for  tliat  purpose.  False  papers,  false  certificates,  fidse  bills 
of  lading,  were  derued;  and  dieae  framda  were  overlooked  in  tbe 
sea-ports  by  the  very  agents  c{  the  police  and  cuatom-hooae  offioen 
I  to  whom  the  execution  of  die  decree  was  oommitted.**  Two  or  duree 
I    instanoea  will  shew  the  fiitili^  of  die  qrstem  as  effiKdvely  aa  a  toIubw. 

Less  dian  a  wedc  after  die  publicatimi  of  die  Decn^  Napoleon, 
!    being  about  to  advance  into  Poland,  aent  to  his  Minister  at  Hmnborg 
for  a  aupply  of  aixty-«ix  thousand  doth  great-coats,  and  thirty-seven 
thousand  vests  —  an  order  which  it  was  impossible  to  execute  without 
infringing  the  new  law  ;  there  being  no  manufactories  of  coarse  cloth 
'     in  Hand)nrp  or  the  neighbouring  territorios,  ami  the  importation  of 
j     woollen  stuffs  being  prohibited,    llic  Mini--t»  r  was.  tlu k  fore,  com-  ' 
pelled  t()  authorize  the  merchants  to  evade  the  idirt,  and  pnKure  the  j 
goods  illi  tjally.    Another  order  arriveil  fiT  two  hundred  and  forty  ' 
thousand  pairs  of  bhoes ;  but  tunned  and  curried  hides  were  among  ! 
the  forbidden  articles  of  commerce,  and  all  Germany  could  not  at  the  i 
time  have  supplied  die  requinte  materiak  from  its  hone  resouroea.  { 
i    Napoleon  smiled  when  informed  that  he  waa  the  first  to  occasion  an  | 
I    infraction  of  his  own  system;  but  he  allowed  no  puncdliona  acn^le 
I    to  prevent  hia  troopa  from  bdng  comfiurtably  clothed  and  shod.  It 
would  have  increased  the  absurdity  of  hia  reatrictive  kwi^  had  diey 
I    been  enfinced  to  his  own  actual  injury.   Perhaps,  indeed,  Nqwleon 
looked  l>eyond  the  passing  moment  for  the  full  efiect  of  his  ^rstem; 
and  if  we  give  him  credit  for  this  there  will  appear  somewhat  more  of 
foresight,  and  a  broader  policy  than  has  usually  been  ascribed  to  it,  in  , 
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the  celebrated  blockade  of  Britain.    He  cvidcntly^  proceeded  upon  the 
consideratioii  that  England  owed  her  wealth  and  power  to  her  colonial 
produce  and  manufactures,  with  which  she  supplied  tlie  Continent  at 
I  a  cheaper  rntc  than  they  could  be  otherwise  procured,    liy  increasing 

the  difficulties  of  their  introduction,  and  consequently  their  price,  so 
as  to  induce  the  Continent  to  manufacture  for  itself,  there  was  good 
reason  to  suppose  tliat  he  would  be  able  to  sap  the  power  of  England, 
and  render  the  Continent  more  independent  of  the  proud  islanders,  by 
throwing  the  Stetes  in  alUanoe  inth  France  upon  theur  own  fceooieee. 
B7  dioee  who  have  iStaam  viewed  die  subject,  it  bai  been  questioned, 
whedier  Napoleon's  CSontUMntal  eyetem  lu»  even  yet  been  finaify 
developed:  bat  theie  xeasonen  appear  not  to  bave  taken  into  aooonnt 
the  great  aooeawm  of  means  which  England  has  subeequentfy  obtained 
by  Ihe  use  of  the  steam-engine,  and  her  internal  reoonroes  of  oool  and 
inm,  tax  maintaining  commercial  pre-eminence. 

Even  while  the  Decree  was  being  brought  into  operation,  it 
.excited  the  greatest  dissatisfaction  throughout  Europe ;  and,  accord- 
ing to  De  Bourriennc,  created  for  the  Emperor  more  enemies 
tlian  if  he  had  hurled  twenty  kings  from  their  thrones.  Every 
individual  suffered  in  comfort  and  in  fortune.  The  produce  of  Eng- 
land could  not  be  excluded  from  foreign  consumption,  but  its  cost 
was  frequently  doubled,  and  even  trebled  ;  and  the  odious  fiscal 
reguladous,  which  were  everywhere  established,  fostered  a  spirit  of  \ 
discontent,  ^rfuch,  gathering  strength  with  time,  at  last  burst  oat 
against  Ni^leon  with  an  entbuaiaam  abnoat  equal  to  that  wbidi  ao 
generally  displayed  itself  upon  the  news  of  .the  first  French  Bevo- 
lotion.  In  the  meantime,  Hha  coouusrcial  towns  of  France,  TTiJl—*^^ 
and  Germany  sii£Sned  severdy  firom  repeated  confiscations:  die 
greatest  mercantile  houses  became  bankrupt;  die  fidr  dealer  fimnd 
himself  reduced  to  poverty ;  while  the  reddess  contraband  adventurer 
acquired  new  motives  fi>r  daring,  in  the  certainty  that  a  large  fortune 
would  reward  success,  and  that  every  obstacle  would  be  thrown  in 
the  way  of  executing  the  laws  against  him  even  by  the  fluthffritifis 
who  were  directed  to  enforce  them.  ! 

During  these  proceedings  against  England,  which  Napoleon  con- 
sidered as  the  originator  of  the  war,  his  marshals  and  generals  were 
pursuing  the  advantages  gained  at  Jena  and  Auerstadt,  over  the  * 
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Pnissian  army.  On  the  29th  of  October,  the  fortress  of  Stettin  sur- 
rendered to  r^alle,  who  commanded  tlic  right  of  Miirat's  division. 
Custrin  opened  its  gates,  on  the  2nd  of  November,  to  Marshal 
Davoust.  Magdeburg  capitulated,  on  the  Hth,  to  Ney.  Spandau, 
Hamclcn,  and  a  number  of  other  fortresses,  which  ought  to  have 
retarded  the  advance  of  an  army  for  months,  opened  their  gates  at 
the  first  sound  of  the  French  trumpets,  or  the  explosion  of  two  or 
three  bombs.  The  high  courage  of  Prussia  was  destroyed,  and  the 
verj'  name  of  Napoleon  was  sufficient  to  put  her  soldiers  to  flight,  and 
to  fill  the  breasts  of  her  people  with  dismay.  One  man  alone  among 
the  generals,  formed  under  the  Great  Frederick,  was  worthy  of  the 
school  in  which  he  had  studied,  and  of  the  name  of  a  brave  soldier — 
the  heroic  and  patriotic  General  Blucher,  who,  after  separating  from 
Prince  Hohenlohe,  traversed  the  countrj-  for  some  days  with  his  corps 
unbroken  ;  but  being  pressed  hard  by  Soult,  Murat,  and  Bemadottc, 
he  was  at  length  compelled  to  throw  himself  into  Lubcck ;  where, 
on  the  6th  of  November,  a  ftirious  battle  was  fought  in  the  streets. 


but  with  such  inequality  of  numbers  on  the  side  of  the  Prussians, 
that  the  French,  after  a  few  hours'  fighting,  remained  undisturbed 
masters  of  the  city.  Blucher,  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  troops, 
fought  his  way  gallantly  through  the  ranVs  of  tJje  enemy,  and  retreated 
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towards  Schvrert.i ;  but,  being  witliout  ammunition,  provisions,  or 
artillery,  he  there  drew  up  his  faithful  followers  on  the  7th,  and,  with 
the  Duke  of  Hrunswick-Oels,  ten  generals,  five  hundred  and  eighteen 
officers,  and  more  tlian  twenty  thousand  men,  laid  down  his  arms, 
and  surrendered.  The  conduct  of  Blucher  in  this  brief  struggle  first 
fixed  upon  Yarn  the  attenlion  of  Europe,  as  die  Uwt  Eope  of  dkpiriled 
Germany. 

The  rapid  and  entire  snbjngatioii  of  Pmida  in  so  hrirf  a  tpaoe,  and 
die  little  effiurt  made  hy  the  people  tbrauelTesy  though  ahnott  all 
trained  to  arms,  to  resist  the  invaders,  may  be  ascribed  to  die  pecnKar 
canstitation  of  the  Fimssian  monarchy,  the  varions  provincea  of  which 
were  unconnected  by  olden  afTcctions  and  synqiothies,  having  been 
recently  bound  together  by  the  violence  of  oonqnest,  or  the  barter 
and  intrigue  of  diplomacy,  without  renouncing  their  ancient  habitd, 
customs,  laws,  and  usages.  The  kingdom  had  been  too  recently  ' 
formed  to  have  any  common  bond  of  union  ;  and.  finding  that  the 
spirit  and  genius  of  Frederick  the  Great  had  departed  from  liis  race, 
the  people,  wlio  ])ii(led  themselves  on  military  renown,  would  pro- 
bably have  prefen^ed  that  their  sovereign  should  be  a  virtorious 
Bonaparte  rather  than  a  vanquished  ni(  ml)er  of  the  house  ot  Hran- 
denburg.  Their  relation  to  Frederiek  William  was  that  of  servants 
to  a  master,  not  that  of  loyal  subjects  to  a  paternal  prince ;  and  it 
mattered  little,  therefore,  under  whose  sway  their  country  passed,  so 
long  as  their  homes  were  untonehed  and  their  resonrcea  were  imdi> 
minished.  From  other  powers  the  Court  of  Fhiaria  oonld  scarcely 
expect  commiseration,  considering  what  had  been  its  own  oondoct 
with  respect  to  Austria  and  Hanover.  Not  even  hononr  remained 
to  .cheer  the  Mcmarch  who  had  been  recently  deemed  die  legitimate 
inheritor  of  one  of  the  proudest  names  of  modem  times,  now  diat 
reverses  had  wrested  from  him  his  aeeptre,  and  dashed  his  throne  to 
the  earth. 

The  fugitive  King  of  Prussia  fled  to  Konigsbcrg,  one  of  the  few 
fortresses  which  still  acknowledged  his  authority,  whence  he  de- 
spatched the  Marcpiis  Lucchesini  to  Berlin,  to  solicit  an  armistice, 
the  ronditiuns  of  wliit  h  were  signed,  on  the  10th  of  November,  at 
Charlottenhurg,  and  published  amid  great  rejoicings  on  the  part  of 
the  Pru&biau  nobility  and  gentry  who  had  remained  in  the  capital, 
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and  to  whom  it  seemed  a  presage  of  returning  peace.  The  negoci- 
ations,  however,  were  shortly  aAcrwards  broken  off,  in  consequence 
of  the  advance  of  the  Russians,  from  which  it  became  evident  that 
Frederick  William  merely  sought  to  gain  time  while  Alexander  was 
marching  to  his  aid  —  a  trick  which  was  not  likely  to  impose  upon 
Napoleon  ;  and  the  attempt  to  practise  which  was  calculated  to  throw 
■UBpicion  upon  all  aflcr-transactions  between  France  and  Prussia. 

Napoleon,  meanwlulc,  received  at  Berlin  a  deputation  from  the 
French  Senate,  to  congratulate  him  on  his  successes,  and  urge  that 
he  would,  if  possible,  seek  to  procure  peace  for  the  Empire  and  for 
Europe ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  the  profoundest  apprehension 
for  his  Majesty's  safety  should  he  attempt  to  cross  the  Oder.  The 
Emperor  was  not  prepared  for  this  interference  with  his  plans,  and 
he  did  not  conceal  his  vexation.  He  told  the  deputation  that,  before 
they  recommended  a  course  for  adoption,  the  Senators  should  at  least 
have  enquired  on  which  side  the  obstacles  to  peace  lay,  assuring  them 
that  he  had  no  end  to  serve  but  that  of  securing  the  safety,  and  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  the  empire,  and  of  maintaining  the  national 
honour.  Pru.sMa,  he  said,  had  desired  war,  anfl  her  Englitth  and 
Russian  Allies  would  n<»t  yt  t  allow  her  to  abandon  tlie  enterprise  in 
which  she  had  emliarked.  On  iliiimis»ing  the  Deputies,  the  Emperor 
made  them  the  bearers  of  a  message,  announcing  to  the  Legislative 
boilies  the  Ik  rlin  Decree  against  England,  and  confided  to  tliem  the 
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trophies  taken  during  the  campaign,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and 
eigh^  stand  of  colonrs,  die  tcHcb  taken  from  Totadam,  and  a  number 
of  die  finest  paintings  and  woila  of  art  which  had  deooftted  die 
galleries  and  of  Berlin.  He  abo,  dmnigli  them,  «lemanded 

of  the  Senate  a  levy  ci  eighty  thousand  men,  to  enahie  him  to  eanry 
into  effect  the  blockade  of  England,  to  niaintain  his  conqueBts  in 
Fhwria,  and  advance  to  meet  and  overdmiw  the  Bmsiani,  who 
seemed  burning  with  impatioice  to  wash  out  die  disgrace  their  ami 
had  ahready  sustainod  In  Germany,  on  the  day  of  Ansterliti. 

About  the  middle  of  November,  the  Emperor^  from  his  head- 
quarters at  Charlottenburg,  published  the  following  proclamation  to 
the  army:  "Soldiers!  You  have  justified  my  hopes,  and  the  confi- 
dence of  the  French  people.  You  have  endured  privations  and 
fatigues  with  a  fortitude  equal  to  your  intrepidity  and  steadiness  in 
the  conflict.  You  are  worthy  to  be  the  defenders  of  my  crown 
and  of  the  glory  of  the  Great  Nation.  Wliile  you  continue  to  be 
animated  by  this  spirit,  nothing  will  be  able  to  resist  you.  Behold 
die  reaolt  of  your  toobl  One  of  die  first  powen  of  Europe,  which, 
in  its  delirium,  lately  dared  to  direaten  vm,  ia  annihilated.  The 
fiireatB  and  defiles  of  Itedonia,  die  Saalet,  die  Elbe,  which  our  ores 
would  not  have  traversed  in  seven  years,  have  been  crossed  by  ns  in 
seven  days,  daring  which  we  finifi^t  seven  nunor  engagementa  and 
one  gieat  batde.  We  were  preceded  in  Potsdam  and  Berlin  by  the 
fame  of  our  victories ;  yet  more  than  half  of  yoa  complain  of  net 
haviiipr  fired  a  single  shot. 

"  All  the  provinoea  c£  Fmssia,  as  far  aa  die  Oder,  are  in  our  power. 
Soldiers !  The  Russians  vaunt  that  they  are  on  the  road  to  meet  us. 
We  will  march  to  encounter  them,  and  thus  spare  them  half  their 
journey.  In  the  midst  of  Prussia  they  shall  find  another  Austcrlitz. 
A  nation  which  has  so  speedily  forgotten  o\ir  generosity  to  her  after 
that  battle  in  which  her  Emperor,  her  court,  and  the  wreck  of  her 
army,  were  indebted  for  their  safctj'  to  our  forbearance,  is  one  which 
cannot  successfully  contend  against  us. 

"In  the  meantime,  while  we  march  againat  the  Bosnans,  new 
armies  organiaed  in  the  interior  of  IVance  i^pvoadi  to  occux)y  our 
place  and  guard  our  conquests*  My  people  have  arisen  as  one  m«n, 
indignant  at  the  tenns  which  die  FrtiMian  Court  had  dared  to  propose 
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to  US.  Our  highways  and  frontier  cities  arc  filled  with  conscripts 
ardently  longing  to  follow  our  steps.  We  will  not  again  be  the  sport 
of  a  treacherous  peace,  nor  lay  aside  onr  anus  till  yro  have  forced 
the  English,  those  eternal  enemies  of  our  country,  to  renounce  their 
design  of  troubling  the  Continent,  and  their  tyranny  of  the  seas." 

These  were  not  intended  a^  empty  threats.    Althotigh  the  depth 
of  winter  approached,  Nai)oleon  was  determined  to  coranu  nc c  a  new 
campaign  in  the  North,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible ;  and  accord- 
in^y  ordand  Jkcftm^t  to  adnnM  towatds  di«  fiemtien  «f  Poland. 
He  could  not  oompMlMnd  the  tactics  of  those  ftir-weadier  generals, 
who  in  oUan  tunaa  used  to  bring  thair  troopa  into  dw  fidd  daring 
the  ibst  fine  daya  of  spring,  and  with  tho  esiliaak  blaali  of  antanm 
latira  again  to  wintcr^naitaia,  with  a  ragnkri^,  ooncadad  to  on  tha 
part  id  thair  opponants,  whidi  gatva  oeeauMi  Ibr  war  to  be  eonsidared 
a  nuttte  of  roiitin«»  ^  dalaik  of  whidi  M^fat  ba  laanad  like  those 
<^  a  piece  of  mechanism  of  whidi  tha  capabflitiaa  had  beAi  asoerlainad 
and  settled,  beyond  the  chance  of  improvement,  save  in  a  hnr  manoeu- 
vres which  might  be  added  by  the  eq;ierianoe  of  years.    It  wa.s 
General  Pichegru  who,  during  the  campaign  in  Holland,  had  first  ^ 
set  thr  example  of  disregarding  the  calendar ;  and  Napoleon,  in  Italy, 
had  hern  as  fortunate  as  he  in  the  splendid  victories  which,  "contrary 
to  all  the  rulei>,"  ho  had  obtained  over  the  .Xustriann,  at  a  time,  | 
when,  according  to  immemorial  usage,  frli  lul  and  foe  should  have 
been  reposing  in  quiet  winter-quarters.    In  a  colder  climate,  and 
vndar  lass  fttvouabla  circamstances,  the  battle  of  Austerliu  had  { 
diawn  thai  war  niglit  ba  made  to  oonlbr  aa  mndi  glory,  and  to  | 
ptodnoa  as  important  raaakay  amid  Aa  frusta  of  winter  aa  banaadi  tha 
warm  aons  and  nndoodad  ddaa  of  June  or  Aqgnat;  and  Napokon  | 
was  not  the  man  to  regard  the  mere  duralry  or  romance  of  war  as 
poawissing  lha  laaat  we^^  in  oppoaitum  to  Aa  objecta  tat  whidi  i 
the  field  was  taken.  He  looked  bot  to  the  ona  pwpoaa  in  hand;  ■ 
i     and  while  he  had  men  capable  of  Allowing  him,  and  of  obeying  his  I 
commands,  it  was  of  small  importance  whether  hit  destiny  led  him 
over  the  btiming  sand«  of  the  East,  or  through  the  immeasurable  j 
snows  of  the  wild  and  tracklew  North.    His  own  genius  and  activity 
^e^  till  (1  to  disdain  the  checks  of  climate;  and  he  had  the  power  ' 
beyond  all  generals,  perhaps,  ancient  or  modern,  of  iufuung  into  his 
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followers  a  portion  of  his  own  enthusiastic  energy,  and  contempt  of  , 
common  obstacles.  I 
The  march  of  the  Russians  rendered  it  necessary  that  the  war  • 
should  be  forthwith  cairied  beyond  tlie  \'ibtula,  in  order  that  llie 
French  troops  might  winter  in  the  capital  of  Poland.    The  army 
•ccordingly  pushed  fonrard ;  and  had  already  reaclied  Foaen  idien, 
on  tbe  2Sdi  of  November^  Napoleon  quitted  Bedin.  On  die  28tli, 
die  Emperor  anived  at  head-quartera ;  and  die  aaae  day,  Mma^ 
who  led  the  Taagnard,  and  whose  ardent  passion  for  military  renown 
anrpa— ed  that  of  all  lua  comrades,  entered  Waxsav.    Tbe  Poles 
hailed  (heir  mvaden  widi  aomgs  of  joy,  and  poored  lortih  addreaiea 
from  every  town  and  village,  in  which  the  French  were  styled  ! 
liberaton,  and  the  Emperor  exalted  into  a  divinity.   The  national  | 
dress  was  generally  resumed,  and  volunteers  flocked  to  the  standards 
of  France,  animated  by  the  hope  that  the  hour  of  revenge  and  of 
independence   approached.     Napoleon  was   almost   besieged  with 
deputations  petitioning  him  to  espouse  the  cause  of  Poland,  and 
redress  her  wrongs.    "  The  Polish  nation,"  said  Count  Radyiminski, 
the  Palatine  of  Gnesna,  "  presents  itself  before  youi-  Majesty,  still 
groaning  under  the  German  yoke,  and  hails,  with  purest  joy,  the 
regenerator  of  its  beloved  cotmtry,  the  Legislator  of  the  Universe. 
Full  of  sttbaiission  to  your  will,  the  peo|^  oifier  yon  dieir  homage,  . 
and  zqpose  on  you,  widi  confidence,  aU  dieir  ha/pe^,  as  npon  Him  who  | 
has  the  power  to  raise  and  destroy  enquires  and  to  hmnUe  die  proud." 
Ihe  addreas  of  the  Fkendent  of  die  Judicial  Council  of  the  Polidi 
Bcyen<7  was  equally  oriental  in  its  s^le  and  conception.  *'  Already," 
it  said, "  we  see  our  dear  country  saved,  for  in  your  person  we  revere 
the  most  just  and  profound  Solon;  and  committing  our  fate  and  ho^m 
into  your  hands,  we  implore  the  powerful  protection  of  the  moot  ^ 
august  Cttsar."    Napoleon  was  deeply  affected  by  the  numerous  | 
instances  of  patriotic  enthusiasm  which  lie  daily  witnessed,  but  his 
situation  at  the  moment  was  one  of  no  ordinary  difficulty.    If  he  1 
announced  liimself  at  once  as  tlie  emancipator  of  Poland,  in  addition     j  I 
to  Russia  and  Prussia  he  foresaw  that  he  bhould  have  to  mountain  a     |  . 
fierce  stugfjle  with  Austria,  who  lay  ready  to  rise  in  his  rear;  and     j  ' 
Russia  V  ould  urge  the  war  >vith  double  vigour  if  she  had  an  important     '  ) 
personal  stake  in  the  issue,  instead  of  fighting  merely  as  the  ally  of  • 
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nrnnuu  *'I  bre  the  PoIm,"  laid  die  Emperor  to  Ui  aide-de-etmp, 
Rai^;  "dieir  ifdiNir  is  wordiy  of  their  cause.  I  would  willingly 
oowlatate  them  a  free  people,  but  due  would  be  a  difficult  achiere* 
ment.  Too  mai^  atatea  bare  profited  by  the  imquitoua  partition  of 
their  country:  Auatria,  Ruiaia,  Ptraaaia,  are  equally  tnterealed.  Were 
I  to  fire  the  train,  it  it  impoaaible  to  tell  where  the  conflagration  nn^ 
itop.  My  first  dnty  is  to  IVance,  and  I  nmat  not  sacrifice  ber  to 
Poland.  No— we  must  defer  to  the  arbiter  of  all  thingB— Time; 
wlueh  ere  long  will  shew  what  wc  ought  to  do.** 

The  Emperor  abstained,  therefore,  from  making  any  exprem  deda^ 
ration  of  his  intentions.     His  sentiments  being  generally  known, 
however,  the  Poles  continued  to  recniit  his  forces,  and  to  hail  him  ! 
its  the  Saviour  of  their  land.    Dombrouski  and  \\'ibichi,  two  Polish  ! 
officers  serving  in  the  French  armies,  particularly  distinguished  ' 
themsdres  by  their  efforts  to  rouse  their  coimtrymen.    One  of  the  | 
addresses  which  they  issued  from  the  camp  of  the  Grand  Army  ran  j 
as  follows,     "Poles!   Napoleon  the  Great,  tlio  Invincible,  enters  I 
Poland  with  an  army  of  three  hundred  thousand  men.    Without  | 
sreking  to  fathom  his  views,  let  us  strive  to  merit  his  magnanimity.  j 
'  I  will  sec,'  he  has  said  to  us,  *  whether  you  deserve  to  be  a  Nation.*  | 
Poles!  It  depends  on  ourselves  to  exert  a  national  spirit  and  possess  j 
a  countrv.    Your  avenger,  vour  restorer,  is  at  hand.    Growd  from 
all  quarters  to  his  presence,  as  afflicted  children  hasten  to  behold  a  > 
suicouring  parent.    Present  to  him  your  liearts,  your  arms.  Kise 
as  one  man,  and  prove  that  you  seek  not  to  spare  your  blood  when 
your  country  requires  it."  ' 

In  the  meantime,  the  French  had  invested  the  last  remaining 
fortresses  of  the  Prussian  monarchy,  and  overrun  the  provinces  east 
of  the  Oder.    The  Russians,  under  General  Beningscn,  havuig  i 
advanced  aa  far  aa  Warsaw,  on  leammg  that  Murat  waa  in  the 
neighbouibood,  hastily  retreated,  and  recrosaed  the  Vistula,  leaving 
the  capital  to  be  occupied  by  tbe  troopa  of  Napoleon;  which,  baving 
been  recently  snbjected  to  the  most  inclement  weather,  marching 
firequently  in  roads  knee-deep  with  mud  and  water,  and  auffining 
severely  fixr  want  of  ^viaiotts  and  shelter,  were  glad  to  get  into  i 
oomfiMrtable  quartera.  It  was  not  the  Empn'or's  intention,  however,  ' 
diat  they  ahould  remain  inactive ;  a  fact  which  waa  CMnmunicated  to  j 
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the  army,  on  the  morning  of  the  2nd  of  December,  by  the  follo^^'ing 
proclamation  :  —  "  Soldiers  !  On  this  day  twelve -months,  at  this  very 
hour,  you  ■were  upon  the  battle-tield  of  Austerlitz.  The  terror- 
stricken  battalions  of  Russia  were  flying  in  disorder,  or,  being  sur-  | 
rounded,  yielded  their  arms  to  their  victors.  On  the  morrow,  they  [ 
proffered  words  of  peace,  but  these  were  deceitfol;  fi>r  scarcely  had  i 
they  escaped,  through  a  generosity  wMdi  was  probably  blameable, 
from  the  disMten  of  the  third  ooaKtbn«  than  they  organised  a  foordt. 
But  the  Ally,  upon  whoae  co-operation  thejr  fininded  thdr  principal 
hopeiy  is  already  no  more,  ffis  fertreaaes,  capital,  magainnee,  araenab, 
two  hundred  and  eighty  standards,  seren  hundred  fidd-pieoes,  and 
fife'lortified  dlieB,  sre  in  our  possession.  The  Oder,  the  Wartha,  the 
deserts  of  Poland,  the  rigours  of  the  seastm,  have  not  been  sufficient 
to  arrest  your  course  for  a  moment.  Yon  have  braved  and  sur- 
mounted all.  Every  foe  h:is  fled  on  your  approach.  In  vain  hare  die 
Russians  endeavoured  to  defend  the  capital  of  ancient  and  renowned 
Poland.  The  eagle  of  France  soars  over  the  Vistula.  The  brave 
and  unfortunate  Pole,  on  seeing  you,  deems  that  he  beholds  the 
legions  of  Sobieski  retiu"ning  from  their  memorable  expedition. 

"  Soldiers !  We  will  not  sheath  our  swords  until  a  general  peace 
has  established  and  secured  the  power  of  our  Allies,  and  restored  to 
our  commerce  its  freedom  and  colonics.  On  the  Elbe  and  the  Oder, 
we  hsm  reconquered  Pondidierxy,  our  establishmenti  in  Lidia,  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  Spanish  colcmies.  What  can  give  to 
the  BuBsians  the  rig^  of  holding  the  balance  of  destiny,  or  <^  inter-  ' 
fering  widi  our  just  dengns  ?  They  and  we  are  still  die  sddierB  of  ' 
Austediti!"  | 

This  proclsmatiim  |«odnoed  the  greatest  sensation  not  only  thrmigh- 
uut  the  army,  but  in  every  dty  and  town  in  Qennany  where  copies  ' 
were  profusely  distributed.    Of  the  French  troops,  "the  divisions 
stationed  in  the  rear,"  says  De  Bourrienne,  "burned  to  traverse  by  j 
forced  marches  the  space  which  separated  them  from  head-quarters;  ^ 
while  those  near  the  Emperor  forgot  their  fatigues,  their  sorrows, 
and  privations,  and  begged  earnestly  to  be  led  to  the  conflict.    They  : 
recalled  the  battles  in  which  they  had  borne  a  share,  marched  on 
cheerfully,  thougli  without  shoes,  pjissed  the  long  hours  without  [ 
food  or  shelter,  and  without  complaint."    The  effect  of  Napoleon's  i 
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Stirring  addresses  indeed  was  to  produce,  amoog  his  soldiers,  a  species 
of  fanaticism;  and  though  it  may  be  fairly  prosiuncd  that  they  did 
not  always  comprt'lirnd  wliat  \v;us  aildrcsscd  to  them, — for  instance, 
how  Fondic  lu  rry  uiul  the  (,'ape  of  (iood  Hopr  h;ul  been  regained  on 
the  Oder,  —  it  seemed  sufficient  tlial  the  Einjuror,  who  seldom  used 
words  without  meaning,  had  as.>erted  sudi  to  be  the  fact,  and  attri- 
buted the  result  to  the  gallant  exploits  of  his  followers, 

Ikfore  entering  u})ou  tlxc  new  campaign,  Napoleon  wished,  by  a 
splendid  monumoit,  to  commemorate  die  deeds  wliich  had  been  per- 
fonned  during  the  two  last  wara.  Accordingly,  the  prodamatum  of 
the  2kid  of  December  waa  IbUowed,  on  the  same  day,  by  die  pnbli- 
eation  of  a  decree,  containing  the  fi>IIowing  inrdmaacea ^  There 
ahall  be  estaUiahedon  the  aite  of  the  Madeleine^  at  Paria,  at  the  cfaaige 
of  die  Imperial  treaaiuy,  a  monnnient,  dedicated  to  the  Grand  Amy, 
bearing  in  front  die  inscriptioii, — 

"THE  EMPEROR  NAPOLEON  TO  THE  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  GRAND  ARMY. 

"  In  the  interior  of  the  monument,  on  marble  tablets,  shall  be 
inscribed  the  names  of  all  the  men,  according  to  their  several  corps 
and  regiments,  who  assisted  at  the  capture  of  I'lm,  and  in  the  battles 
of  Austerlitz  and  Jena  :  on  tables  of  ma.ssive  gold  shall  be  recorded 
the  names  of  all  who  fell  in  battle  ;  and  on  tables  of  silver  »hall  be 
engraven  a  r(Taj)itulation,  for  tiie  dcpartment«,  of  the  soldiers  fur- 
nished by  eac  h  to  the  Grand  >\miy. 

"  Around  the  hall  bhall  be  sculptured,  in  bas-relief,  representations 
of  die  eolooda  of  each  regiment,  widi  dieir  aiaiei  Mid  designations ; 
and  the  interior  ahaU  conititnte  a  sacred  depoaitofy  fiv  the  tnphiea 
taken  from  the  enemy  during  the  two  omqwigna.** 

It  wao  alao,  at  the  aame  tine,  mdamed  that  the  amdveriariea  of 
the  botdes  of  Anaterliti  and  Jena  ahoold  be  aolemnly  cdebcated  aa 
national  lltea  diioii|^ioat  IVanoe^ 

Tlie  Kmperor  has  been  accused  of  indulging  a  childish  passion  fix 
dispUy  in  the  erection  of  such  monunients ;  but  this  is  not  borne  out 
on  reference  to  his  own  views  and  >ientiment8.  It  was  part  of  his 
policy  to  adorn  the  city  whi<  U  !»<  iiad  often  expressed  a  desire  to 
render  the  capital  of  the  Wdrld  ;  and  he  con»idere»l,  uKo,  that  the 
public  monuments  of  a  nutiou  cou»titute  an  important  port  of  its 
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history.    A  victory,  a  oonquest,  a  peaC6«  was  deemed  incomplete  , 
while  it  wanted  a  fitting  memorial  for  posterity.    The  imagination  of 
Napoleon  always  kindled  at  the  thought  of  future  ages.    "  Fame,"  i 
he  said,  "  is  bat  ft  loiuid:  bul  it  is  audible  in  many  lands»  and  from 

generation  to  generation.    Laws,  institutions,  nations  themselves 

perish ;  but  the  echoes  of  fame  are  prolonged  for  ever."  But  while, 
by  means  of  the  arts,  he  sought  to  extend  liis  living  reputation,  and 
to  consecrate  his  memDry,  his  acts  affuKl  the  best  proof  that  hift  mind 
was  not  whoUy  engrossed  by  the  desire  of  self-glorification. 
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EARNING,  at  Poscn,  that  the  Russian  Gcnc- 
rs»l  Ik'ninpscn  had  retired  behind  thc\\'kra, 
merely  to  await  for  reinforcements,  orders 
were  given  for  tlic  itmucdiate  advance  of 
the  troops  to  attack  the  enemy,  ere  his 
expected  succours  could  arrive.  It  was 
of  the  utmost  importance,  that  the  move- 
ments of  the  Russian  should  be  anticipated, 
and  their  designs  fru8trat<*d,  before  their  numerous  forces  could  Ihj 
concentrated  to  enable  them  to  penetrate  into  (lermany,  where  it  was 
more  than  probable  that  they  would  have  found  n  welcome  reception 
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from  both  Prussia  and  Austria.    Tlic  latter  power,  indeed,  jealous  of 
its  Polisli  possessions,  and  bearing  no  good  will  to  the  Conqueror  of 
Italy  and  V  ienna,  had  been  for  some  time  organizing  a  strong  army 
in  its  provinces,  under  the  designation  of  a  Corps  of  Observation  ;  but 
intended,  as  was  understood  by  every  one,  to  take  advjuitage  of  the 
first  favourable  moment  to  declare  war  against  France,   Napoleon  had 
generally  good  mtelligenoe  on  all  cabjects  of  which,  it  concerned  him  to 
be  infiwmed.  The  dispoBilioiu  and  policy  of  Aitttria,  added  to  certain  | 
indicadoiu  of  a  meditated  rinng  in  Fknasia,  were  not  likety  to  eacape  , 
his  ea^  eye.  At  the  same  time,  the  King  of  Sweden,  upon  whom     |  | 
diuaster  and  humiliation  seemed  to  hare  had  no  effect  in  tffwrhing  wia>     |  | 
dom  or  prodence,  had,  in  the  spirit  of  his  fonner  Quixotism,  declared     i  i 
war  against  France.   Danger  and  difficulty  seemed  to  be  thickening     |  [ 
around  the  Emperor,  who  soon  found  that  he  had  a  more  complicated  | 
game  to  play  than  any  in  which  he  had  been  engaged,  since  his  name  | 
was  first  inscribed  on  the  list  of  monarchs.    His  courage  and  genius,  I 
however,  seemed  to  rise  luider  circumstances  which  to  others  would 
have  appeared  most  hopeless ;  and  new  resources  were  almost  invari-  j 
ably  suggested  to  liim  by  the  very  exigencies  which  might  have  been      |  j 
expected  to  paralyse  his  exertions.    Feeling  that  it  was  necessary     '  I 
for  him  to  act  with  precaution,  as  well  as  with  vigour,  he  resolved,  if,  \ 
possible,  to  amuse  Austria  with  the  most  friendly  demonstralMma,  and  | 
keep  her  nndedded  till  his  olgect  was  attained,  in  the  same  way 
as  he  had  prevented  the  hostility  of  Ftnuaia  during  the  campaign  of 
Austerlita ;  while,  by  fimang  the  Bvumans  into  prmatnre  engage- 
ments, he  hoped  to  destroy  them  in  detail,  at  times  and  in  places 
adected  by  himself — a  result  whidi  he  knew  would  have  die  effect  d 

minor  differences*  I 
In  pursuance  of  his  orders,  Ney  reached  the  Vistula,  opposite 
Thorn,  on  the  Gth  of  December,  and  found  a  body  of  Prussians 
stationed  there  to  oppose  his  piissage.  Impatient  to  cross,  however, 
he  at  once  embarked  his  advanced  guard  in  the  foce  of  the  enemy;  j 
but  the  l)oats  which  conveyed  them  were  obstrueted  l)y  the  ice  in  the 
middle  of  the  sUcam,  and  were  consequently  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire 
from  the  of^site  bank.  The  Polish  boatmen,  perceiving  the  danger 
of  die  Ereneh  soldiers,  rushed  into  tlie  stremn  to  sartiicate  Uiem ;  upon 
whida  the  Fniasians  despatched  odier  boatmen  to  oppose  the  Pdes. 
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A  fierce  struggle  ensued,  and,  in  Uic  end,  thu  Pniiisiaus  were  thrown 
into  the  water,  and  die  ham  Poles  conducted  safe  to  shore  the 
■dfinoed  guard  of  what  they  thm  deemed  the  fiberatbg  troope  c£ 
Napoleon.  The  VromSm  wen  speedily  dispersed,  and  in  two  or 
Ihree  deya  the  whoik  amy  fimnd  itself  upon  the  xic^t  bank  of  the 
Viatida. 

On  the  nth,  Davooat,  after  pMsing  the  Bog,  defiBated  a  Bnasian 

corps,  which  attempted  to  arrest  his  nardi;  and  on  the  same  day, 
Napoleon,  at  Posen,  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Elector  of 
Saxony,  who  having  satisfactorily  explained  his  conduct  (luring  the 
last  campaifrn,  was  admittt  d  a  member  of  the  Confederation  of  the 
Rhine.  This  was  an  atct^'-idn  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
French,  for  besides  the  moral  intiuence  wliich  it  secured — the  Kicctor 
from  his  age  and  character  l>eing  the  most  venerated  priiice  iu 
Germany — the  Saxons  agreed  to  furnish  a  contingent  of  twenty 
thousand  men  md  n  greet  nnmbcr  of  hones,  which,  at  that  time,  were 
much  needed  in  the  Gbrand  Army. 

The  Ih^fernr  qniMad  Poaan  ea  the  led^  and  eataMd  Waraaw  on 
the  18th  ef  Daoamkor,  whme  he  fwiinnnd  to  iecai?e  inwnmwrsMft 
aolidtatiom  htm  tte  ptiMii  and  nohOity  of  the  knd  to  le  rafaMish 
die  throne  of  Pohmd,  and  restore  to  that  ancient  and  durafaona 
hingd«im  tta  Ibrmer  independence.  By  hia  repliea  it  waa  erident 
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that  Napoleon  was  greatly  perplexed  what  course  to  pursue ;  the 
necessities  of  his  position,  however,  overruled  his  inclination,  and  he 
was  compelled  to  abide  by  his  first  resolution — to  submit  to  events. 
In  the  meantime,  several  regiments  of  Polish  soldiers  were  added  to 
the  French  army,  an  acquisition  of  considerable  value  as  regarded 
their  numbers  and  bravery,  but  still  more  so  from  their  being  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  country,  and  the  predatory  mode  of 
warfare  of  the  various  barbarous  tribes  which  composed  the  greatest 
portion  of  the  Russian  army. 

The  troops  of  the  Czar  had  been  placed  under  the  command  of 
Kaminski,  a  contemporary  of  Suwarrow,  a  brave  and  skilful  officer, 
but  one  who  relied  more  on  theoretical  than  practical  knowledge. 
This  general  had  ordered  the  divisions  of  Beningsen  and  Buxhowden 
to  advance  to  the  frontiers  of  Prussia,  and,  had  his  commands  been 
executed  in  time,  Napoleon  would  have  been  compeUed  to  retire 
behind  the  Oder,  or  to  quarter  in  the  sterile  region  between  that 
river  and  the  Vistula,  with  a  prospect  of  being  deprived  of  provisions, 
and  having  his  communications  constantly  interrupted  by  roving  bands 
of  Cossacks,  who  receiving  no  pay  for  their  services  were  compeUed 
to  subsist  upon  plunder,  acquired  by  incursions  resembling  those  of 
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freebooters.  On  finding  that  Bcninpscn  had  retreated,  Kaminski 
hastened  forward  to  sustain  him,  and  being  joined  by  Buxhowdcn, 
they  deemed  tlieir  army  an  e<jual  match  for  that  of  Napoleon.  So 
confident  were  they,  in<leed,  of  approaching  Wctorj',  that  at  the  castle 
of  Sierock  they  celebrated  their  junction  with  letes  and  illuminations, 
the  light  of  which  the  French  were  enabled  to  perceive  from  the 
towers  of  Warsaw. 

Napoleon  remained  in  the  Polish  capital  till  near  Christmas, 
making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  prosecuting  the  campaign, 
for  provibioning  the  army,  and  taking  advantage  of  whatever  circum- 
stances might  be  rendered  favourable  to  himself.  At  the  same  time 
also,  the  government  of  France  occupied  much  of  his  attention. 

•  Despatches  arrived  almost  daily,  bringing  the  portfolios  of  the  several 

ministers  with  nearly  as  much  regularity  as  if  they  had  merely  been 

]  forwarded  to  the  Tuileries.    The  administration  was  always  at  head- 

quarters, and  pubUc  affairs  were  as  rigidly  scrutinized  as  if  they 
formed  the  sole  business  of  the  time.  On  the  2'3n\  of  December, 
the  Emperor  quitted  Warsaw,  and  immediately  afterwards  passed 
the  Bug,  on  a  bridge  which  he  directed  to  be  thrown  over  the  river. 
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The  corps  of  Davoust  then  attacked  a  Russian  division  at  Czarnovo, 
and  after  an  obstinately  contested  engagement,  which  was  prolonged 
till  paiit  midnight,  General  I'etit,  by  the  light  of  tlic  moon,  carried 
some  redoubts  which  had  been  thrown  up  by  the  enemy,  and,  about 
two  in  the  monung,  suooeeded  in  cffiwting  llie  oonplete  zout  of  the 
Bnsaiaiu. 

Kaminiilri,  seeing  that  hii  preeent  ponlaam  wai  untenahley  um 
directed  die  retreat  of  his  amy  hehind  die  Niemea.  Bemngaen, 
aecocdingly,  ftll  hack  to  Pidtiuk,  Bnnce  Cktlitrin  to  Golyiniii,  and 
Btudiowden  and  D'Aniep  loaght  fi»  aatetj  in  other  diredionB,  eadi 
sustaining  heavy  hMses  in  his  march  from  the  Frendi  skinniihera; 
who  were  only  preventod  from  effiecling  the  complete  disorganization  , 
of  the  enemy  by  the  difficulties  presented  in  a  country  covered  with  j 
woods  and  intersected  by  ravines,  and  the  roads  of  which  were  filled  j 
with  mud,  to  the  depth  of  three  or  four  feet,  from  a  recent  thaw.  | 
Oti  the  2.5th  of  December,  the  corps  of  Benin gscn  occupied  a  stiong 
position  behind  I'ultusk ;  where,  notwitlistanding  Kaminski's  orders 
to  retreat  at  all  hazards,  the  General  resolved  to  await  the  advance 
of  the  French  and  give  battle.    On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  he  was 
attacked  by  the  divisions  of  Lannes  and  Davoust  and  that  of  the  | 
Imperial  Gnaid.  After  some  skizmishing,  the  IVench  made  a  deCer- 
nnned  eflEbct  to  orerwhelm  the  Busrians  fay  taming  thdr  right  wing ; 
the  charge  fat  which  purpose  was  so  impetooiis  that  Bardiqr  de  Tolly 
was  compelled  to  fidl  back  on  his  reserves,  and  die  French  became 
masters  of  a  wood,  whidi  had  sapported  the  enemy's  ri^^  togedier 
with  several  goni  atadoned  there.  Bedngsen  was  not  disnuyed, 
however,  but  ordering  Tolly  to  continue  his  retreat,  he  suffered  the 
French  to  advance  in  pursuit  till  the  cavalry  which  had  covered  the 
manoeuvre  being  suddenly  withdrawn,  a  battery  of  a  hundred  and  I 
twenty  guns,  extending  along  the  whole  Russian  front,  opened  a  I 
tremendous  fire  on  the  advancing  columns.    The  enemy's  line  now 
advanced  in  turn  ;  and,  recovering  the  ground  from  which  they  had 
been  (hiven,  threatened  to  drive  the  French  from  their  position. 
Night  put  an  end  to  the  combat ;  in  which,  it  is  said,  the  Russians 
lost  nearly  eight  thousand  men  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  the 
French  about  an  equal  number  —  one  of  the  wounded,  among  the 
latter,  being  Marshal  Lannes  himself.    The  effect  of  this  action  was 
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to  niiM  die  fptnti  of  the  Bummw  soldien  to  an  extnmigaiit  ptdi 
of  cnthusiann,  it  being  die  first  effectaal  check  they  had  been  able 
to  ofier  to  the  French  arms.  Beningsen,  however,  was  unable  to 
keep  his  ground;  but,  uniting  his  corps  with  that  of  Galitzin,  which 
had  been  unsuccessfully  engaged  on  the  same  daj  at  Golymin, 
retreated  precipitately  to  Ostrolenka.  The  coiirage  and  skill  <lis- 
played  by  Boiiingscu  at  l*ultu>ik,  procured  for  him  the  chief  coinmand 
of  the  Russian  army — Kamiuski  being  about  this  time  superseded  on 
a  charge  of  insanity.  ' 

Napoleon,  from  this  period,  evidently  felt  that  he  was  engaged  with 
an  enemy  of  higher  courage,  and  greater  skill  and  determination, 
than  any  he  had  lecen^  onconntered.   Instead,  therefore,  of  pressing 
the  operatioaa  whidk  had  been  ciMnmenoed,  he  ordered  hia  troops 
into  winter-qnarten,  n»!tiring  Unaelf  vith  the  guard  to  Wanaw, 
where  he  arrived  oa  the  2ad  of  January,  1807.   Here  he  received 
the  andiorities  of  Ae  tkj,  the  famga  Ministers,  and  a  depntatioii 
from  die  Kingdom  of  Italy;  and  in  ocder  to  excite  the  emulation  of 
the  various  auxiliary  troops  whioh  were  serving  in  the  Grand  Army, 
he  bestowed  considerable  rewards  upon  the  Wurtemberg  aoldiers,  | 
who  had  distinguished  themselveii  by  their  bravery  at  the  capture  j 
of  (ilogan  ;  and  at  the  same  tinn-,  lie  sent  to  the  King  of  Wurtemberg  i 
several  of  the  flags  taken  at  tliat  ( ity.  and  ten  decorations  of  the'    '  | 
Tx^gion  of  lI<mour,  to  be  distributed  among  the  best  soldiers  of  his 
army. 

On  the  .>th  of  January,  Hreslau  capitulated,  after  iiaving  had  its 
suburbs  fired  by  the  garrison  within  the  walls.     Many  women  and  \ 
children  .perished  in  the  flames.   Jerome  Bonaparte  dispUyed  much 
goodnem  of  heart  and  praiseworthy  activity  on  due  oocaaion,  in  ! 
his  effinti  to  save  the  inhabitania  from  the  oooflagnlion ;  and  the 
French  soldien,  renouncing  every  conaideratian  that  interfered  widi 
die  dudes  ef  humani^,  carried  assistance  to  all  points  where  it  coold  > 
be  availing,  rescuing  those  who  were  unable  to  escape,  and  dMerfiilly 
encountering  eveiy  danger  to  lessen  the  horronof  a  aoene  to  which  the  ! 
licence  of  war  was  comparatively  trifling.  It  was  an  affecting  sight  to  ' 
see  the  Iwsieiring  troops  at  their  bivojincs.  sharing  their  rations  with 
the  sufferer'"  \*iio  were  rendered  housclesi»  by  this  terrible  calamity.        '  ' 

During  Najiolcon's  residence  at  Warsaw,  he  received  intclhgcnoe 
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of  a  revolution  in  Constantinople,  in  wWch  the  Sultan  Sclim  had  been 
assassinated,  and  Mahnioud  raised  to  the  Moslem  throne :  a  change 
which  was  highly  advantageous  to  France,  inasmuch  as  the  now 
Qcpnxmga.  mw  an  admixer  ti  itm  nuKtaiy  gemiu  of  Napoleon,  and 
inclined  to  culfivatc  his  fiiendahip  and  alliance.  Taking  advantage  of 
Udi  diapoaBum  in  &Toiir  of  hia  maater,  and  of  the  encroadunenta  <^ 
the  Bitiaiana  xtpon  the  provinoea  of  Mtddaria  and  Wallachia,  GenenH  , 
Sebaaliani,  the  IVench  Ambaaaador  to  the  Porte,  obtained  a  deda>  , 
ration  of  war  againat  the  Ifoscovites,  and  thna  created  a  diTeraon  | 
of  the  enemy's  forces  towards  the  banfca  of  the  Danube.    About  the  I 
same  time,  also,  some  hostile  demonstrations  on  the  part  of  Persia  I 
served  to  embarrass  the  councils  of  the  Czar,  and  to  make  him 
desirous  of  putting  a  speedy  termination  to  the  hostilities  in  which  ^ 
he  was  at  present  engaged.     Before  departing  from  Warsaw,  the  | 
Emperor  received  the  following  singidar  petition  from  an  a<,'ed  I'ole : 
"Sire,  The  register  of  my  baptism  is  dated  in  the  year  lOlK),  I  am 
now,  therefore,  a  hundred  and  seventeen  years  old.    I  remember 


Digitized  by  Google 


NAROCKI. 

the  battle  of  Vienna  and  the  times  of  John  Sobeiski;  times  that  I 
had  not  hoped  to  see  again,  much  less  to  have  witnessed  a  reWval  of 
the  days  of  Alexander.  My  extreme  age  has  procured  me  the  kind- 
ness of  all  the  Sovereigns  who  have  been  here,  and  I  implore  tlic 
same  from  the  Great  Napoleon,  since,  having  outlived  the  common 
span,  I  am  no  longer  able  to  work.  May  you  live.  Sire,  as  long  as  I 
have  lived ;  not  that  your  glory  needs  it,  but  that  the  happiness 
of  the  human  race  demands  it. — Narocki." 


The  Emperor,  to  whom  the  old  man  presentetl  the  petition  in 
person,  was  greatly  impressed  with  his  venerable  figure  and  request ; 
and  granU'd  liim  a  pension  of  a  hundred  napoleons,  the  first  yearly 
pajiTnent  of  which  was  ordered  to  Ik*  made  in  advance. 


Ueningscn,  now  invested  with  tlie  supreme  command,  and  finding 
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diat  ho  had  at  his  disposal  about  a  kandred  tlioiuaiid  men,  determined 
to  attack  the  French  in  their  cantonments,  concluding,  from  the 
Emperor's  retiremeDt  after  the  battle  of  Pultusk,  that  the  ardour  of 
the  French  tvoopa  was  diminished,  and  that  the  momeiiit  waa  fironr- 
able  for  assuming  the  offensive.  Ni^»ole(»i>  however,  no  sooner 
perceived  that  the  enemy  had  commenced  operations,  than  he  took 
the  field,  purposing  to  concentrate  his  army  at  AVillenbcrg,  in  the  rear 
of  the  great  Russian  camp  at  Mohringcn,  and  between  the  enemy  and 
his  resources ;  intending  to  attract  him  by  a  false  manoeuvre  towards 
the  Vistula,  and  turn  his  line,  in  the  way  which  had  proved  so  fatal 
to  the  Austrians  at  Ulni,  and  to  the  ^ru^sians  at  Jena.  A  despatch, 
however,  which  had  been  sent  to  Bemadotte,  directing  him  and  Xey 
to  engage  the  attention  of  the  army  of  Beningsen  in  front,  while 
Murat  and  Soult  advanced  in  its  rear,  was  intercepted  by  a  band  of 
Cossacks,  and  the  design  of  the  French  being  thus  disclosed,  the 
llussian  General  became  alarmed,  and  instantly  changed  his  plan  of 
operations,  counter-marched  his  army,  and  involved  Napoleon  in  a 
'series  of  mancBnTTW,  die  execudoii  of  vhiek  imposed  the  utmost  * 
hardship  upon  hia  troops.  The  state  of  the  country  and  dimtftfi 
indeed,  waa  rach,  Uiat  even  the  Buasiana,  inured  as  they  were  to  die 
intense  cold  c£  Nordiem  latitudes  and  to  the  most  miserable  &ie, 
were  reduced  to  a  state  of  savage  phrauty  by  the  privations  of  die 
Img  marches  di^  had  to  undergo.  Their  only  resonroe  finr  pxo- 
visions  wss  to  parowl  about  in  die  vidnily  of  die  towns  snd  villages, 
and  dig  £cHr  the  scanty  stores  which  the  Poles  had  concealed,  or  for 
froaen  roots  and  vegetables  which  were  hidden  by  the  deep  snow. 
Their  only  bed  waa  the  ficosfe-bound  earth,  and  dieir  dodunig  was 
scanty  and  ragged.  At  lengdi,  unable  to  endure  die  tortorea  of  die 
campaign,  they  vehemently  demanded  that  Beningsen  would  lead  them  ' 
to  battle,  or  turn  their  march  homewards— on  sltemative  in  which, 
although  contrary  to  his  own  judgment,  the  General  yidded  to  the  ^ 
former  demand,  as  that  w^hich  involved  tlie  least  evil,  by  preventing 
the  desertion  of  liis  soldiers.  Accordingly,  after  having  retreated  with 
great  loss  through  Bergfricd,  Watcrdorf,  Deppsn,  and  Landsberg,  the  i 
Russians,  closely  pursued  by  the  French,  arrived  on  the  Gth  of  Fe- 
bruary at  the  town  of  Preuss-Eylau,  where  they  resolved  to  try  the 
fortune  of  a  general  engagement.    A  mistake  of  ordera  prodnoed  a  ' 


KYLAU. 

premature  conflict  on  die  erentng  of  the  day  on  vrhlch.  the  two  enniea 

reached  the  chosen  field  of  action.    Beningaen  had  directed  that  the 
village  should  be  occupied  by  a  strong  guard,  but  this  had  been  iuider> 
[     itood  to  apply  merely  to  the  time  during  which  the  Russians  were 
i     pairing  tlirough,  and,  consequently,  when  tlie  hist  troops  had  defiled, 
the  division  left  in  possession  evacuated  tlie  place.    The  error  was  no 
I     sooner  discovered   than  a  Kus>iaii  coqis  returned  to  recover  the 
I      ground  ;  but  the  French  \iin  was  already  in  ]i(>>s<  ^siun.    A  desperate 
I     struggle  ensued,  in  which  u  great  number  ut  men  were  lost  on  each 
I     aide,  and  the  village  was  several  times  taken  and  retaken— "diA  BvMiui 
I    General  Bardi^  de  Tolty  being  aeverety  wounded  while  leading  hk 
men  to  the  attadc   At  night  Ml,  the  French  remained  nuHtert  of 
Praon-Eylan. 

Napoleon  hinaelf  arrived  on  the  ground  during  Ae  conflict,  and 
I  paaaed  the  night  in  making  diaporitionB  fi>r  the  hattle  whidi  he  rnw 
J    waa  inevitable  im  the  morrow.    The  moon  shone  brilliantly  over 

,  the  anow-covered  country,  and  shewed  the  Russian  lines  occupying 
^     a  <ipace  of  uneven  ground  about  two  miles  in  length  and  one  in  depth; 

their  left  resting  on  the  village  of  Serpallcn,  their  right  on  a  chain 
I     of  heights  extending  towards  S<hloditten  on  the  road  to  Kcinigsberg, 
and  their  centre  overlooking  the  vale  in  whith  Treuss-Eylau  was 
situated.    The  space  IhInuh  ii  the  hostile  armies  was  an  open  hollow, 
j      containing  several  frozen  lakes.    The  French  head-quarters  were  at 
I      Eylau  ;  the  corps  of  Davoust  was  despatched  alxjut  three  leagues  to 
the  right,  in  order  to  dislodge  a  Russian  column  stationed  on  the 
AShr,  and  to  get  into  the  enemy'a  rew;  Augereaa  commanded  die 
left,  and  the  guard  and  reacrvca  formed  two  lines  behind  the  village 
where  die  centre  waa  stationed. 

The  batde  commenced  at  daybreak  en  the  7tb,  when  the  Bnsriana, 
still  intent  on  canryiog  Fk«iai>£ylan,  dwiged  the  Frtadi  centre  with 
the  utmost  fury;  but  after  the  most  frightful  carnage  on  both  sides, 
die  amailsnts  were  repulsed.  The  Frendi,  in  tiun,  charged  in  two 
columns  upon  separate  points  of  the  enemy's  line,  but  they  were 
unable  to  gain  any  advantage.  About  mid-day  a  violent  storm  arose, 
the  piercing  wind  drifting  the  snow  directly  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Russian  soldiers,  so  that  they  could  not  dearly  discern  tlu*  m<)\  cnients 
of  their  opponents;  and  the  obscurity  was  presently  increased  by 
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dense  volumes  of  smoke  from  an  adjacent  village,  which  had  been    |  | 
set  on  fire.     Napoleon,  who  was  on  the  steeple  of  the  church  of    |  • 
Eylau,  now  ordered  Augereau  to  advance  under  cover  of  the  dark-     j  ' 
ness,  and  break  the  enemy's  hnes ;  a  manoeuvre  which  had  nearly 
succeeded,  as  the  Russians  did  not  perceive  the  French  troops  till  j 
the  latter  were  Wthin  a  few  yards  of  their  front.    The  infantry  of 
the  enemy,  however,  sustained  tlie  shock  with  steady  valour,  and 
Beningsen  instantly  brought  up  his  rcscr\es  in  person,  which,  uniting  j 
in  perfect  order  with  the  front  line,  bore  back  their  antagonists  at  ' 
the  point  of  the  bayonet.    By  a  skilfully  executed  movement,  the  j 
liussiau  General  contrived  to  place  the  corps  of  Augereau  between  I 
his  right  and  centre,  and  a  conflict  of  the  most  sanguinary  character  i 
ensued.    The  dragoons  supported  by  the  guard  now  rushed  forward  | 
>vith  the  utmost  impetuosity  j  but  unable  to  accomphsh  their  purpose  I 
at  the  moment,  they  traversed  tlie  field  in  every  direction,  cutting  ; 
down  all  who  sought  to  oppose  them.    It  required,  indeed,  all  the  ' 
vigoiu-  of  the  diuruig  Murat  and  his  cavalry  to  extricate  their  comrades  | 
from  the  perilous  position  in  which  they  stood. 

I 


I 
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In  the  mcanthnOt  DaTonst  and  Ney  iqpproached.    The  former, 
haying  taken  Serpallcn  and  turned  the  cnemy^s  flank,  was  enabled     |  j 
I    >     to  attack  in  the  rear,  while  Ncy  advanced  at  charging  pace  on  their  I 

left.  The  Russian  left-wing,  and  part  of  the  centre,  were  thus 
'  [  thrown  into  disonlor,  and  comjK'lIcd  to  retreat  and  change  their  front, 
I  ^  so  as  to  form,  almost  at  ritjht  anijlcn,  with  the  ri  Nt  of  the  lino.  'Ihc 
J  I  Prus^iim  corps  of  I/Kst<x'(i.  a  rnniiant  of  thi'  battle  of  Jena,  appeared 
j  on  the  fvchl  at  thi<i  crisis,  and  displayed  a  gallantry  u  hit  h  might  have 

I    '     been  useful  at  au  earlier  period  ;  but  l)a\ou^t  wan  now  gaining 
i        ground  in  the  Russian  rear ;  and  the  tillage  of  Schlodittcn  having 
I        been  captured  by  the  French,  Bentngaen  feared  that  hu  commuiu* 
I        cation  with  Konigsberg  and  hit  reioarcea  would  bo  cnt  off,  and 
I        therefore  gave  orders  for  retreat   Hut  was  about  eight  at  night   It  | 
!    I    waa  neccaaary,  however,  to  regain  Sddoditten,  to  enable  the  retiring  | 
j        army  to  paaa.  A  desperate  assault  waa,  therefore,  made  on  the  village^ 
I         whidb,  in  an  hour  or  tM  o,  was  c.irried  at  the  pmnt  of  the  bayonet.  , 
'        The  shu^hter  in  this  dreadful  battle  was  immcnt>e.    Sir  Walter 
Scott  computes  it  at  fifty  thousand  men ;  but  this  is,  probably,  some- 
what  exaggerated.     The  French  accounts  give  abotit  six  thousand 
a.s  the  iiumlicr  killiMl,  and  twentv  tlmu^aiul  wounded,  on  the  part  of 
the  Uussians  ;  and  on  that  of  the  I'rc  iuli,  three  thousand  killed  and 
I  tilteen  thousand   wountUd.     The  (mp"  of  Augeriau   had  suffered 

severely  in  the  »  ngagenient  ;  and  of  one  I  rench  regiment  of  euiriis- 
siers  which  had  been  engaged,  only  eighteen  men  are  said  to  have 
remained  aUve  after  the  action  ~  General  d*IIautpou]  being  among 
the  skin.  The  Russians,  by  their  oodness,  intrepidity,  and  utter 
ditf^ard  of  danger,  suflering,  and  death,  had  amply  redeemed  the 
diigrace  they  incurred  at  Austerlits.  Their  chief,  indeed,  as  he 
waa  not  pursued  from  the  field,  claimed  for  them  a  victory;  but, 
without  conceding  this,  it  was  doubtless  a  sulgect  of  oongratulataon, 
that,  being  opposed  to  the  Eniiieror  in  person,  they  did  not  sustain 
an  absolute  defeat.  The  French  lost  twelve  eagles  at  Eylau;  the 
Russians  left  behind  them  their  wounded  and  sixteen  |rieces  of 
cannon.  Napoleon  remained  master  of  the  well-con^e^ted  ground, 
which  was  literally  eoveretl  vsith  the  Inxlies  of  the  dead  and  wounded: 
but  no  immediate  advantage  accrued  to  cither  jNUty  from  this  great 
condict. 
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j  Napoleon  was  grieved  beyond  measure  at  the  havock  and  misery 
which  he  saw  around  him,  and  which  was  greatly  increased  by  the 
severity  of  the  weather  and  the  desolation  of  the  surrounding  country. 
He  remained  eight  days  on  the  field  of  battle,  contributing  all  in  his 
power  to  diminish  the  calamities  of  the  surviving  sufferers  of  that 
fatal  day,  and  rendering  assistance  with  as  prompt  humanity  to  the 


Digitized  by  Googl 


I 


STLAU. 

woandedBoflnaiMyM  todie  diaaUedof  hii  own  amj.  On  die  finurth 
day  after  the  hMiie,  he  deapatdied  an  offioer  to  the  King  of  Ftnflda, 
at  Konigsbeig,  to  pn^KMe  an  amirtke,  on  terma  oonnderaUy  more 
fitTonraUe  than  those  which  had  been  agreed  upon  after  the  battle 
of  Jena;  bat  Eykn  had  revived  the  hopes  of  IMexick  William,  who 
acoQfdmgly  r^jarded  the  offer  as  an  indication  of  conscious  weakness  on 
the  part  of  his  conqueror,  and  he,  consequently,  peremptority  refused 
to  listen  to  any  terms,  but  such  as  should  be  also  acceded  to  by  the 
Emperor  Alexander,  and  wliich  sliould  have  a  general  peace  for  th^ 
object  The  Csar,  it  should  be  observed,  had  just  caused  Te  Deum 
to  be  sung  as  for  a  victory,  and  was  too  nnich  elated  with  the  prospect 
of  militaKy  glory  to  be  desirous  of  peace.  Finding,  therefore,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  bring  the  campaign  to  a  close  without  further 
bloodshed,  Napoleon  determined  on  retiring  upon  the  Vistiila,  in 
order  to  recruit  his  forces,  and  adopt  measures  for  prosecuting  the 
war  Mith  increased  >ngour  when  he  should  again  take  the  field. 
Before  breaking  up  his  head-quarters,  however,  he  published  an 
ordinance,  that  the  cannon  taken  in  the  last  battle  should  hv  used 
to  construct  a  statue  of  General  d'Uautpoul,  who  had  met  hib  death 


in  the  engagement^  while  leading  his  brave  cuirassieni  to  a  desperate 
dunge* 

Eylan  was  abandoned  on  the  I61I1  of  February;  and,  on  llie  same 
day,  an  action  tooik  pkee  at  OstroSenka,  between  a  body  of  twenty-five 
thousand  BnsaMns  under  General  Essen,  and  the  fifth  corps  of  the 
Ttmok  army  commanded  by  Sstvary,  who  was  supported  by  Oudinot, 
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Sachet,  and  Gazan ;  in  which,  after  much  hard  fighting,  the  French 
were  finally  -victorious.  A  son  of  the  celebrated  Suwarrow  wxs  killed 
in  this  engagement.  Tlic  Emperor  expressed  the  highest  satisfaction 
at  the  conduct  of  Suwaiy,  whose  previous  military  reputation  had 
never  stood  very  high.  Several  subsequent  actions  of  more  or  less 
importance  in  themselves,  but  of  little  consequence  to  the  issue  of  the 
war,  were  fought  during  the  succeeding  month ;  and  on  the  2ath  of 
April,  Napoleon  fixed  Ids  head-quarters  at  Finkenstein,  and  the 
greater  portion  of  his  army  again  ▼cnl  Into  cuitoiuiiciita* 

Tlie  (iterations  <tf  libe  Emperor  hemoefiirtli  exhibited  more  cmition, 
and  an  impreisum  of  greater  difficolty  and  danger  than  at  almost  any 
prevbus  period  of  his  hiBtoxy.   He  began  to  tbink  that  his  adTance 
into  Poland  had  been  premature,  while  Dantiic,  a  dty  whence  many 
dangerous  movements  might  be  made  in  his  rear,  remained  in  the 
hands  df  the  enemy.   The  siege  of  that  fortress  was,  aooordingly, 
ordered  to  be  forthwith  undertaken;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the 
Grand  Army  was  angmented  by  every  practicable  expedient.  The 
siege  of  Colberg  was  raised ;  and  the  troops  which  had  been  engaged  | 
there,  marched  to  the  Vistula,  and  joined  the  main  body.     The  I 
greater  part  of  the  force  which  had  occupied  Silesia  was  withdrawn  ' 
from  that  proNince ;  a  new  levy  was  ordered  to  be  made  in  Switz- 
erland ;  and  Prince  Eugene  was  desired  to  send  a  corps  of  auxiliaries 
from  Italy.    Large  bodies  of  Poles  were  raised  in  every  direction; 
and,  to  complete  his  means,  the  Emperor  demanded  of  the  French  ) 
Senate  an  additional  supply  of  conscripts,  in  anticipation  of  that  which, 
as  a  matter  of  rootine,  would  be  raised  in  the  year  1808. 

The  siege  of  Dantzic  was  entrusted  to  Marshal  Lefebvre  and  a  corps 
of  about  twenty-five  thousand  men.  The  defence  was  directed  1^  the 
Frusaoan  General  Kalkreuth*  who  had  under  orders  a  strong  garrison 
of  his  countrymen,  and  several  Russian  regiments  which  had  been 
sent  by  sea  to  reinforce  him.  The  operations  on  both  sides  were 
loii'^  and  tedious.  !Many  gallant  sorties  were  made  by  the  besieged, 
but  >\  ithout  effect ;  and  once  or  twice  the  French  were  defeated  in 
attempts  to  surprise  the  place.  At  length,  on  the  l.Jth  of  May, 
General  Kauiinski,  sou  of  the  I'  icid  Marshal  who  had  been  rcct  ntlv 
superseded,  was  sent  by  Alexander  to  carry  succour  to  the  belea- 
guered city ;  but  Napoleon,  having  obtaiued  timely  intelligence  of  the 
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movement,  despatched  Lttuiet  and  Oudinot  to  intercept  the  eaany 

on  his  landing.    A  sharp  engagement  took  place,  in  consequence,  at 

"Wcischclmnndc  ;  when  the  Russians,  being  defeated,  sought  rrfugc, 
first  within  the  fortitieations  of  the  place,  and  afterwards,  deeming 
these  insecure,  on  bo;ird  the  ships  whieli  had  transported  them  to  the 
coast.  The  wounded  were  hurried  on  hoard  with  tlie  utmost  pre- 
cipitation, and  the  whole  armament  speedily  returned  to  Kunigsbcrg — 


the  distressed  garrison  of  Dantzic,  from  the  ramparts  of  that  eify, 
beholding  the  flight  of  their  "  Liberators "  with  the  utmost  cou- 
Steniation. 

The  outer  works  of  the  fortress  havini:  bi  t  n  taken,  I.(  fi  bvre.  on  the 
21st  of  May,  commanded  au  a.ssauh ;  but,  at  the  nmment  when  the 
signal  was  given,  Kalkrcuth  sent  a  flag  of  truce  with  an  offer  to 
capitulate,  on  eooditioMi,  whidi,  being  modest  and  equitable,  were 
inatantly  granted.  Napoleon  was  highly  pleased  widk  die  conduct  of 
Maimbal  Lefebm  in  ikb  capture  of  dus  important  taty;  and»  in  ad- 
dition to  a  b^  public  eulogium,  conieirad  on  bim  tbe  tftle  of  Duke 
of  Dantaic. 

Aft  tbe  bfginniiy  of  Jun^  tbe  Empernr,  by  abnoat  inciedibie 
eiattioiia,  in  bunjing  forward  his  expected  reinforeementa,  and 

retmiting  the  greater  part  of  the  force  which  had  been  engaged  in 
the  sic^e  of  Dantzic  with  his  main  army,  was  enabled  to  take  the 
field  at  tlie  htad  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand  men.  The 
Russian  army  had  also  l>een  recruited;  but,  owin^  to  the  poverty 
of  the  national  treasury',  the  utmost  strength  tlmt  Alexander  was 
enabled  to  muster  did  not  exceed  the  half  of  that  of  his  opponent. 


BRIDGE  OF  SFANDEN. 


Bussia  had  men  to  any  number  at  her  command,  but  the  state  of  her 
finances  rendered  it  difficult  to  maintain  a  large  army  at  a  distance 
from  home.  Great  blame  has  usually  been  cast  upon  the  British 
Government  for  its  unwonted  economy  at  this  period.  "  England," 
says  Mr.  Lockhart,  "  instead  of  lavishing  gold  on  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  as  had  been  done  in  other  similar  cases,  was  with  difficulty 
persuaded  to  grant  him,  at  this  critical  time,  so  small  a  supply  as 
eighty  thousand  pounds."  Six  millions  had  been  applied  for;  but 
the  manner  in  which  the  large  subsidy  to  Austria  had  been  dis- 
posed of,  after  the  battle  of  Austerlitz,  not  eighteen  months  before, 
must  be  admitted  as  forming  some  excuse  for  the  precaution  now 
observed.  Alexander,  however,  was  deeply  offi;nded  ynth  the  un- 
expected parsimony  of  his  wealthy  Ally,  and  henceforward  displayed 
less  repugnance  to  those  in  his  council  who  had  previously  ventured 
to  hint  that  peace  was  desirable. 

The  campaign  was  re-opened  on  the  .'Jth  of  June,  the  Russians 
commencing  hostilities  by  a  vigorous  attack  on  the  French  troops 
stationed  at  the  bridge  of  Spanden.  Twelve  regiments  rushed  to  the 
encoimtcr,  but  were  repulsed  with  considerable  slaughter.  Seven 
times  they  renewed  the  attempt  to  clear  a  passage,  and  on  each 
occasion  were  beaten  back  with  loss.    After  the  seventh  assault,  a 


single  regiment  of  the  corps  of  Bemadotte  charged  briskly  across  the 
bridge,  and  compelled  the  enemy  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat  A 
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like  uwaooeMfiil  attempt  was  made,  at  the  same  time,  to  finrce  the 
bridge  of  Lomitten.  Qa  the  7th,  the  RoMiaii  Imperial  Guard,  aiip- 
ported  bj  three  other  diriabna,  and  commanded  by  BeningMii  in 
pMion,  widi  iphom  wai  die  Grand  Doke  Conalantine,  attacked  the 

posts  occupied  bj  Ney  at  Altkirken ;  when  the  Marshal,  puxauing  a 
line  of  operations  which  had  been  laid  down  by  the  Emperw,  made 

a  feint  of  retreating.  The  enemy  pursued  as  far  as  Deppen,  where 
the  French  made  a  stand,  and,  after  a  desperate  engagement  on  the 
Hth,  put  Beningsen  to  flight,  with  a  loss  of  two  thousand  killed,  and 
about  three  thousand  wounded.  The  Cossack  Hetman,  Platoff,  on 
this  occasion  saved  the  Russian  army  from  utter  destruction.  The 
skirmishers  of  the  French  vanguard,  and  the  soldirrs  intended  to 
support  them,  had  rushed  forward  impetuously  in  pursuit  of  the 
retreating  cohmuis,  when  Tlatoff,  wheeling  round  suddenly,  charged 
with  his  fierce  warriors,  aiul  not  only  dispersed  the  troops  nearest  to 
him,  but  compelled  th(^  infantry  to  form  squares,  and  rendered  it 
necessary  for  the  whole  of  the  French  cavalry  to  advance  to  the 
attack.  The  Cossacks,  however,  having  obtained  their  purpose  of 
checking  the  pursuit,  instantly  dispersed  over  the  field,  and  united 
in  front  of  the  battalions,  whose  retrograde  march  they  had  pro* 
tected. 

After  much  forced  marching,  and  various  skirmishes,  in  which  his 
army  sustained  great  loss,  Beningsen  reached  Heilsberg;  where, 
concentrating  all  his  finoe,  he  resolved  to  await  the  approach  of  his 
pursuers.  A  desperate  engagement  was  loi^ht  here,  in  whidi  the 
study  Bussians  maintained  their  positions,  fiom  morning  till  near 
midnight  in  tiie  fiwe  of  a  Ibe  greatly  superior  in  numbers,  and 
flushed  widi  recent  triumph.  No  lictory  eould  be  dsimed  on  eidi«r 
side.  At  dawn,  next  day,  the  space  between  the  hostile  lines  was 
flnmd  to  be  not  merely  strewn,  but  literally  covered  with  dead  and 
wounded.  The  Rusrians,  widuntt  fiirther  molestation,  oontmued  dieir 
retreat;  and,  crosiing  the  Aller,  phced  diat  banner  between  diem- 
selves  and  the  IVench  army. 

On  die  19th  of  June,  Beningsen,  pursued  by  Ni^leon  in  petson, 
anived  opposite  to  Eriedland,  a  large  town  on  the  western  bank  of 
the  Aller,  having  a  long  and  narrow  wooden  bridge  communicBting 
with  the  aide  of  the  river  on  which  the  Bnssians  Itj*  The  Emperor 


FItlBDLAND. 


saw  immediately  the  advantages  which  might  be  obtained,  if  he  could 
allure  the  enemy  from  his  position,  and  induce  him  to  cross  the  bridge 
'  and  accept  battle,  llr  exerted  all  his  art,  therefore,  to  provoke  him 
to  make  this  false  step.  The  French  main  body  lay  concealed  in 
some  thick  woods  behind  the  town  ;  and  the  division  of  Oiulinot, 
•which  had  suffered  severely  at  TIcilsbcrg,  was  the  only  force  tliat 
shewed  itself  in  opposition.  Beningscn  fell  into  the  snare ;  and,  in 
order  to  chastise  so  impotent  an  adversary,  ordered  a  few  Russian 
regimentB  to  crois  lihe  bridge,  and  march  to  the  attidc.  The  reaiit- 
ance  ofiered  by  the  French  was  fim,  but  not  audi  tm  to  undeoeiTe 


Beningsen  respecting  the  force  which,  with  m  little  precaution,  he 
had  ventured  to  engage.    His  first  division  was  reinforced  by  another, 

and  his  opponents  still  maintaining  the  contest,  sometimes  retreating, 
and  at  others  renewing  the  fip:ht,  the  Kussian  General,  by  dei^rees, 
transported  his  whole  army,  except  a  single  division,  to  the  western 
bank  of  the  Aller,  where  they  bivouacked  for  the  night,  on  a  small 
plain  adjoining  the  town,  with  the  river  about  a  mile  in  their  rear. 
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Napoleon  was  on  honeback  hy  three  o'dodc  on  the  monmig  of 
die  I4th,  and  befine  fire  had  diapoted  hia  troopa,  and  got  hif  avtiUeEy 
into  poeition.  The  Bnanans  oonumenoed  the  contest  soon  afterwaxda* 
stQl  unconscious  that  they  were  opposed  to  more  than  the  enfeebled 
corps  which  had  dared,  on  the  previous  day,  to  dispute  the  field  with 
tfaem.  The  Emperor  when  he  heard  the  first  report  of  the  enemy'a 
gons  exclaimed,  with  evident  satisfaction,  "  This  will  be  a  fortunate 
day;  it  is  the  anniversary  of  Marengo."  The  French  skirmishers 
now  advanced  briskly,  and  heavy  Golomns  of  infantry  b^an  to  shew 
themselves  from  the  surrounding  woods,  soon  convincing  Beningsen, 
by  their  numbers  and  confidence,  that  he  was  in  the  presence  of  the 
Grand  Army,  and  was  about  to  encounter  Napoleon  himself.  It  was 
too  late,  however,  to  rectify  his  error.  The  divisions  of  Lanncs  and 
Mortier  were  already  advancing  to  the  onset.  The  utmost  that  could 
be  done  to  save  the  Russian  army  from  annihilation  was  to  resume 
its  communication  with  AN'ehlau,  a  town  situated  on  the  Prcgcl. 
To  secure  this  object,  sLv  thousand  men  were  detached  from  the  main 
body  with  orders  to  march  to  Allerberg,  several  miles  lower  down 
the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  bridge  there,  as  a  means 
of  retreat. 

Notwithstanding  all  disadvantagts,  however,  the  Russians,  fighting 
with  the  most  obstinate  valour,  maintained  their  ground,  though 
exposed  to  a  heavy  cannonade,  and  to  niunberless  charges  of  the 
well>disciplined  cavalry  and  infimtry  of  Napoleon,  till  about  four 
in  the  afternoon,  when  the  Emperor  put  bimsdf  at  the  bead  of  the 
French  line  and  commanded  a  general  assault*  in  ecder,  by  one  <i£ 
those  osnally  overwhelming  eflforts,  to  whidi  be  owed  the  victory 
tn  msny  doabtfbl  engagements,  to  bring  the  battle  to  a  dose.  Ihe 
attack,  widi  cavalry,  in&ntry,  and  artillery,  was  simnltaneons  at  all 
points.  The  French  rushed  forward  vdUi  shouts  of  "Vive  I'Em- 
pereur!**  The  Russians,  who  appeared  to  be  hemmed  in  by  a 
semicircle  cf  glittering  steel,  and  were  already  weakened  and  dis- 
pirited the  loss  of  more  than  twelve  thoussnd  men  in  killed  and 
wounded,  were  unable  to  sustsin  the  shodc,  but  fled  in  terror  to  the 
town  in  the  rear.  Their  troops  poured  like  a  torrent  into  the  narrow 
streets  of  Friedland,  impeding  and  trampling  down  each  other  in 
their  hsste.   The  bridge  and  pontoons  were  speedily  crowded  with 
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ibgitiTes;  and  the  French,  thundering  afler  them,  must  have  i 
destroyed  die  entire  mnj,  bttt  &r  die  oourage  and  presence  of  mind  I 
of  the  Buariaa  Imperial  Guard,  whidi  aaddenly  forming  and  charging  ! 
their  puisoen  with  the  bayonet  created  some  diaoxder  in  their  nmki^  | 
and  thus  snatched  tuffident  time  to  re-ertabliah  order.  The  firtt 
diyiabn  which  paaaed  the  liTer,  howerer,  set  fire  to  die  bridge  and 
pontoons  to  prevent  the  French  from  obtaining  pooteaaiflii  of  dbem: 
thereby  increasing  the  horror  and  confusion  of  the  scene,  and  the 
difficult  of  escape  for  their  comrades.    At  this  critical  moment,  a  ford 
was  discovered  at  a  little  distance  from  the  town,  and  afforded  a  | 
means  of  retreat  to  a  great  portion  of  the  army,  while  the  rest  fled 
by  ii  ciicuitous  route  on  the  right  of  Fricdland,  and  passed  the  stream 
by  another  ford,  also  discovered  in  the  moment  of  extremity,  and 
which,  being  deep  and  dangerous,  destroyed  all  the  ammunition  in 
the  tumbrils,  and  drowned  a  great  number  of  soldiers.    The  Russians  i 
lost  fifteen  thousand  men  in  killed,  and  a  great  number  of  wounded,  | 
including  thirty  general  officers,  together  with  seventeen  cannons  and  j 
many  standard  In  this  action.  The  greater  portion  of  their  baggage  | 
waa  aared;  and  as  Na^deon,  from  motiTes  of  policy,  took  no  inune-  i 
diate  steps  to  unproye  his  mtory,  Bemngsen  waa  enabled  to  rally 
his  brolcen  finoes  on  die  .eastern  bank  of  die  Aller,  and  pnnae  his 
disastrous  %;ht  towi&ds  die  frontiw  of  his  own  conntrjr,  vnmolested. 
The  f^endi  Emperor,  in  writing  to  Josephine  after  die  batde,  said, 
"My  children  have  once  more  shed  a  lustre  over  my  career.  The 
victory  of  Friedland  will  be  inscribed  in  history  beside  those  of 
Marengo,  Austerlitz,  and  Jena." 

The  importance  attached  by  the  enemy  to  tliis  victory  was  speedily 
evinced.  The  King  of  Prussia  forthwitli  evacuated  Konit^sberg;  being 
convinced  that  liis  Russian  Allies  could  no  longer  maintain  the  war  in 
Poland,  and  that  the  ancient  capit;d  of  his  country  was  thenceforw;u-d  no 
place  of  security.  Souh  accordingly  took  posscbsion  of  the  city  on  the  ' 
Itith  of  June,  and  found  immense  stores  of  grain,  munitions  of  all  kinds, 
including  a  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  muskets,  recently  received  from 
England,  and  more  dian  twmty  dionsand  wounded  soldiers  ia  die 
hospitals.  Beningsen,  meanwhile,  found  it  necessary  to  continue  bis 
retreat  on  the  Ni^en;  and  die  Emperor  Alexander,  being  widioat 
the  means  of  rdnfordng  his  army,  uncertain  as  to  die  anival  of  die  i 
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pronused  assistance  from  England,  at  war  with  Turkey,  aod  alarmed 
by  reports  of  the  mtmded  reorganisatioii  of  Puland  as  a  nation, 
became  anxious  for  peace.  Napoleon  also,  having  been  longer  absent 
from  his  capital  than  he  had  contemplated,  and  probably  feeling  tliat 
it  would  be  dangerous  to  follow  such  determined  foes,  as  the  Russian 
troops  had  proved  themselves,  into  their  own  territories,  caincstly 
desired  the  termination  of  hostilities ;  and  by  many  acts  of  generosity 
towards  such  of  the  encniy  a-s  fell  into  his  power,  and  by  abstaining 
from  increasing  tlnir  (listrcssos  under  defeat,  had  not  only  kept 
open  a  door  to  reconciliation,  but  excited  the  Czar's  admiration  and 
gratitude. 

On  the  19th,  N.ipolenn  advanced  his  head-(juaif('rs  to  Tilsit,  where, 
on  the  lilst,  he  received  a  nu-ssagc  from  Alexander  desiring  an 
armistice,  which  was  immediately  conceded,  ami  accompanied  with 
the  offer  of  a  personal  interview  to  treat  for  a  definitive  peace.  The 
Bmaian  Emperor,  huuielf  tmbitioai  of  die  tiilft  of  a  hero,  felt  flattered 
that  he,  whom  Sr  Walter  Soott  calls  the  '<  Destined  Victor,"  should 
still,  notwithstanding  Us  manilest  superiority  in  genius  and  power, 
he  willing  to  confer  with  a  hnmbled  opponent  as  an  equal,  on  matters 
which  seemed  to  involTe  the  iate  of  the  world.  A  meeting  was, 
accordingly,  appointed  to  talce  place  in  a  pavilion  coostrocted  upon  a 
raft  moored  in  the  middle  of  die  Ni^nen,  on  the  25di.  In  the 
interim,  namely,  on  the  22nd,  Ni^cleon  publiahed  die  fidlowing 
address  to  his  army;  "  Soldiers  1  On  the  5th  of  June  we  were  attacked 
by  die  Busrisn  army  in  our  cantonments.  The  enemy  was  mistaken 
as  to  the  causes  of  our  inactivity,  and  perceived  not  till  too  late  that 
our  repose  was  that  of  the  lion.  Summoned  from  the  banks  of  the 
Vistula,  we  have  reached  the  waters  of  the  Ni«^men  with  the  rapidity 
of  the  eagle.  You  celebrated  at  Austerlitz  the  annivcrsay  of  the 
Coronation ;  you  have  this  year  celebrated  that  of  Marengo,  which 
put  an  end  to  the  second  Coalition. 

**  Frciu  limen  !  Your  deeds  have  been  worthy  of  both  you  aiul  mc. 
You  M  ill  return  to  1  rant e  covered  with  laui'els,  after  having  obtained 
a  glorious  and  durable  peace.** 

On  the  2.3th  of  June,  at  one  in  the  afternoon,  the  two  Emperors 
embarked  at  the  same  in.stant  from  the  opposite  sides  of  the  Nit'men, 
to  hold  the  appointed  conference.    The  banks  of  the  river  were 
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crowded  with  spectators.  Napoleon  mm  accompanied  by  Murat, 
Berthier,  Besraires,  Dnroc,  and  Canlainoonrt;  Alexander  bj  hia 
brotliflr  the  Grand  Doke  Conatantine,  Generala  Beningaen  and 
Oavaroff,  Prince  LebanoC  and  the  Count  de  lieroi.  Ihe  two 
boati  arriving  at  Ae  raft  at  the  aame  time,  the  Empertm  diaembarlEad, 
and  embracing  eadi  other  with  an  appearance  cf  the  utmost  eordialitj, 
amid  the  loud  acclamations  of  dxeir  respective^  armies,  entered  together  I 
the  pavilion,  where  they  conversed  in  pri^  at('  for  two  hours.  The 
officers  in  attendance,  who  had  remained  without  during  the  interview, 
were  then  introduced,  and  tho  best  understanding  seemed  to  be 
established  between  the  tw  o  niouarclis,  who  parted,  as  they  had  met, 
with  an  embrace,  and  each  retired  to  his  camp. 

The  next  day  a  second  interview  took  place  in  the  pavilion,  at 
which  the  King  of  Prussia  was  present.    He  exhibited  considerable  > 
emotion  on  being  introduced  to  tlic  conqueror  of  his  dominions,  on  | 
whose  gcncrosit}-  hia  fobue  fortunes  depended.   Napoleon  himself 
seemed  affected  hj  hia  dejection,  and  treated  him  widi  greater 
courtesy  and  kindneas  than  had  been  hoped  for.  It  was  agreed,  at 
thia  meeting,  that  Tilnt  should  be  immediately  neutralised,  and  ' 
negodationa  there  entered  upon  for  a  peace.  Hie  three  Sovereigns, 
accordingly,  fixed  dieir  conrta  in  that  town,  and  during  their  residence 
lived  on  audi  terms  of  amity  with  each  other^ — an  example  whidi 
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waa  IbDoved  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  their  aeverol  armiea^ 
"that,**  aaya  Sir  Walter  Scott,  "it  was  difficult  to  conceive  that  men 
so  courteouB  and  amiable  had  been  for  manj  montlis  dri  uclung 
trampled  snows  and  mnddy  wastes  with  each  other's  blood."  The 
intercourse  of  the  Emperors  assumed  by  degrees  the  character  of 
brotherly  intimacy.  Their  mornings  were  passed  in  revit-ws,  or  in 
unattended  rides ;  their  evenint;*!  wito  devoted  to  fetes  and  entertain- 
mcnt-s  of  everv  kind,  in  which  eacli  ssought  to  rival  the  other  in 
affording  the  highest  gratification  to  his  guest.  The  King  of  Prussia 
was  treated  with  more  rescr\'c  tlum  his  Ally,  and  s>oou  discovered 
that  all  his  expectations  dei)ended  upon  the  influence  of  Alexander 
and  the  denen^  of  the  IVendi  Monardi.  Napoleon,  when  at  St 
Hdena,  altiibiited  hia  coofaieia  at  TQait  towards  IVederidk  WilHam, 
to  Utat  Prince's  want  of  tact  and  talent  Acoordmg  to  hia  acoount* 
when  the  three  Sorereigna  rode  ont  together.  Napoleon  was  con- 
■tantly  between  the  other  two,  ai^  the  Prussian  King  seldom  ftiled 
to  jostle  or  incommode  him,  or  to  611  in  the  rear.  On  their  re  turn 
to  the  town,  t)ir  Ihnperors  dismounted  in  an  instant,  and  took  each 
other  by  the  hand  to  ascend  the  stairs;  but  the  honours  being 
invarialdy  performed  by  Napoleon,  who  alone  had  a  household 
establishment  in  attendance,  and  kept  a  regular  table,  he  was  under 
the  necessity  of  waiting  till  the  King  had  passed,  which  on  two  or 
three  occasions,  was  for  a  considerable  time,  and  as  it  happened 
to  be  rainv  weather,  the  Emperors  sometinn'-  gi)t  wel  in  conse- 
quence. Alexander  wsis  greatly  annoyed  at  the  abi^tractiou  and 
awkwardness  of  his  Ally;  and  suggested  to  Napoleon  that,  after 
dining  together,  it  wonld  be  adnsable  in  order  to  be  rid  of  tibeir 
companion  to  aeparato,  on  pretence  of  urgent  bnaineaa,  and  reanme 
their  meeting  hi  aaodier  iq^artment;  whidi,  bebg  Adopted,  thej 
aometimea  continued  in  ocmTersatkm  till  paat  midnight  The  terms 
of  future  peace  and  alliance,  in  the  meantime,  were  discussed  and 
settled  with  a  rspiditf  which  waa  entirdj  new  in  diplomatic  n^o- 
ciations. 

The  young  and  beautiful  Queen  of  Prussia  arrived  at  Tilsit,  at 
noon  on  the  Titli  of  July,  and,  about  two  houm  afterwards,  Najxilenn 
p;iid  her  a  a  isit.  She  reeeived  him  with  an  air  of  injure»l  dignity, 
aiul  claimed  jubticc  at  his  hands.   "  Prussia,"  she  OLciaimed,  "  was 
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QUEEN  OF  PRUSSIA. 

ignorant  in  respect  to  her  power.    Relying  on  the  glory  she  had 
derived  from  the  great  Frederick,  «md  deeming  his  success  her  in- 
heritance, she  had  ventured  to  contend  with  a  hero ;  and,  instead  of 
cultivating  his  auspicious  friendship,  to  oppose  herself  to  the  destinies 
of  France.    She  has  been  punished  with  ruin."    The  beauty,  fas- 
cinating manners,  wit,  and  adroitness  of  this  Princess  were  such, 
that,  as  Napoleon  afterwards  admitted,  had  she  been  present  at  the 
commencement  of  the  negociations,  she  might  have  exercised  con- 
siderable influence  on  the  result;  but  the  general  terms  being  now- 
arranged,  the  Emperor  was  determined  to  bring  the  treaty  to  a  close 
without  delay. 


The  Queen  and  her  husband  accepted  Napoleon's  invitation  to 
tlinner;  and  while  leading  her  to  a  seat  the  host  informed  his  fair 
guest  that  he  restored  to  her  Silesia,  a  province  for  which  she  had 
earnestly  solicited  at  their  previous  interview.  Seated  between  the 
two  Emperors,  the  Queen  exerted  all  her  talents  to  extort  promises 
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of  favour,  and  with  such  effect,  that  Napoleon  was  compelled  to  keep 
a  strict  guard  over  his  words,  and  tlius  avoid  making  explicitly, 
or  by  implication,  any  engagement,  or  uttering  what  might  be  con- 
strued into  an  unintended  concession  —  a  species  of  constraint  which 
required  tlie  utmost  vigilance,  and,  being  new  to  tlie  Knijn  ror, 
more  than  once  drove  liim  almost  to  extremity.  The  importunities 
which  he  then  encountered,  however,  were  the  means  of  accelerating 
the  condurion  of  the  treaty;  for  in  the  evening,  when  the  Queen  had 
retired,  orden  were  sent  to  Talleyrand  and  Frinoe  Komakin  to  bring 
llie  n^gociationt  to  a  doie  findiwith.  **A  woman  and  a  piece  of 
gallantry,**  obaemd  Niq^kon,  "ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  inter-  ! 
fere  with  arrangementa  oonceiTed  lor  the  wdfire  of  nations.** 

The  Treaty  was  acoordingly  signed  on  the  8tl^  and  peace  pradaimed 
on  the  same  day.   By  this  compact,  the  entire  territories  of  andent 
Fmssia  were  restored  to  Frederick  William,  together  with  the  French 
conquests  in  Fpper  Saxony  and  the  province  of  Silesia.    ITie  portion  • 
of  Poland  which  had  been  annexed  to  Prussia,  at  the  time  of  the 
partiticm  of  tliat  kingdom  in  ITT'i,  M'ith  the  exception  of  the  province  1 
of  lhalystock,  whirh  was  addid  to  the  Russian  dominions  to  coniph  to  ! 
the  line  of  frontier  of  that  empire,  was  erected  into  a  separate  j)rinci-  ' 
pality,  under  the  drsignation  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  \\  arsaw,  and 
conferred  on  Augustus,  a  descendant  of  the  Kings  of  Poland,  whose 
title  of  Elector  was  changed  for  that  of  King  of  Saxony.    The  means  ! 
of  £ree  oommuucadon  between  Dresden  and  Warsaw  were  stipulated 
fbn,  in  the  reservation  to  Avgustns  of  a  right  to  ooMtmct  a  grand 
military  road  aorass  Slesia.   Dantdc  was  dedared  to  bo  a  fiee  taty, 
and  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  Kings  ni  Frnsria  and  Saatony; 
but  it  was  to  be  provisionailly  garrisoned,  till  dio  ratification  of  a 
maritime  peace,  by  F^rendk  soldien.    The  provinces  of  Fkuisia  in 
Franconia  and  Lower  Saxony,  united  with  Hanover,  Hessc-Casscl, 
Westphalia,  and  Brunswick,  were  formed  into  a  kingdom,  entitled  that 
of  Westphalia,  which  was  conferred  on  Jerom<  1'. onapartc ;  who,  in  | 
order  to  appea-se  the  anger  of  his  brother,  whiih  had  been  incurred  i 
by  his  marriage  with  Miss  Patterson,  an  American  lady,  had  recently  ' 
obtained  a  divorce,  and,  on  consenting  to  an  alliance  with  a  daugliter 
of  the  Kim;  of  W'tirtemberg,  had  l)een  again  admitted  to  Imix-rial  | 
favour.    Ku»:>ia  ceded  the  domain  uf  J  ever  to  Holland,  in  return  for  ' 

i 
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the  Polish  province  of  15i;il\ stock.  llic  rights  of  tlic  Kinf:>  of 
Wurtcmburg  and  Saxony,  together  with  those  of  Joseph  IJouapartc 
to  the  crowu  of  Naples,  Louis  of  Holland,  and  Jerome  of  AVcstphalia, 
were  fully  recognised  and  guaranteed.  Napoleon  himself  was  acknow- 
ledged as  Protector  of  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine ;  his  assumption 
of  which  tiUe  had  been  one  of  die  ehief  canees  cS  the  war.  A  Coniti> 
tation  was  anigned  to  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  by  which  aUvety 
was  aboliihedy  and  the  equality  of  legal  rights  among  aH  dasaea  of 
citisens  was  estaUidied.  The  execntiTe  power  was  vested  in  the 
Grand  Doke,  and  the  legislative  ionctbns  in  a  Senate  and  Chamber 
of  Deputies.  The  '*  Continental  System,"  as  the  British  blockade  was 
called,  was  imposed  upon  Prussia,  and  adopted  by  the  newly-created 
Kings.  Russia^  by  an  unpublished  article,  accepted  the  mediation 
of  France  for  peace  with  Turkey,  and  France  that  of  Russia  with 
England ;  and,  in  case  of  non-acceptance  by  the  last-named  power 
of  the  terms  agreed  to  be  proposed,  the  Emperor  Alexander  bound 
himself  to  recognise  and  enforce  the  Continental  System  throughout 
his  vast  dominions  ;  and  to  engage  the  Nortlicrn  Courts  in  a  new 
coalition,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  tlic  English  maritime  superi- 
ority. It  has  been  said,  but  upon  no  good  authority,  that  there 
were  other  secret  articles  in  the  treaty ;  by  which,  on  condition  that 
Napoleon  should  permit  to  Russia  die  conquest  of  European  Turkey 
and  of  the  Swedish  province  of  Unland,  which  Alexander  deemed 
necessary  to  the  security  of  his  cajntal,  the  Csar  pledged  himself  not 
to  interfere  with  Napoleon  in  the  seizure  and  appropriation  of  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  Great  Britain ! 

The  Queen  of  Prussia  was  prepared  to  renew  her  solidtadons  to 
Kiq^oleon,  when  she  heard,  with  surprise  and  indignation,  that  the 
treaty  was  signed.  She  wept  much,  and  complained  that  Napoleon 
had  cruelly  deceived  her ;  but  Alexander  assured  her  that,  by  enter- 
taining false  hopes,  slie  had  deceived  herself.  *'  You  should  have 
been  present  at  the  commencement  of  tlu>  negociations,"  he  added, 
"  or  not  have  come  at  all."  The  Princess  felt  so  deeply  mortified  at 
the  little  influence  which  she  had  been  able  to  exercise,  in  modifying 
the  humiliating  terms  to  mIiu  H  her  husband  was  subjected,  that  her 
grief  is  supposed  to  have  hastened  her  death,  which  happened  shortly 
afterwards. 
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Before  quitting  Tilsit,  the  soldier  reputed  to  be  the  bravest  among 
the  Russian  Imperial  Guard  was  presented  to  Napoleon,  and  received 
the  golden  eagle  of  the  liOgion  of  Honour.    At  the  same  time,  the 


French  Emperor  was  presented  with  a  portrait  of  the  brave  Cossack 
Hrtman,  IMatoff.  On  the  9th  of  July,  at  eleven  in  the  forenoon. 
Napoleon,  decorated  with  the  ribbon  of  the  first  class  of  the  Russian 
order  of  St.  Andrew,  with  which  he  had  been  honoured  by  Alexander, 
went  to  take  leave  of  his  new  Ally,  to  whom  he  presented  the  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honour.  The  two  Emperors  continued  in 
conversation  for  about  three  hours,  when  they  mounted  their  horses, 
and  proceeded,  at  the  head  of  the  Rust^ian  Guard,  to  the  banks  of  the 
Ni«^mcn,  where  the  Czar  embarked  to  return  to  St,  Petersburg  ; 
Napoleon,  in  token  of  amity,  remaining  on  the  river's  brink  till  the 
Autocrat  had  gained  the  opposite  side.  On  the  same  day,  the  King 
and  Queen  of  Prussia  departed  for  Berlin,  and  Nairoleon  himself  for 
Konigsberg.  Thence  he  set  out,  on  the  13th  of  July,  for  Dresden; 
where  he  arrived  on  the  17th,  accompanied  by  the  King  of  .Saxony, 
who  had  gone  as  far  as  Bautzen,  on  the  frontier  of  his  dominions,  to 
welcome  him.    On  the  27th,  the  Emperor,  amid  the  congratulations 


VEACE. 

of  a  vast  concourse  of  his  subjects,  rc-cntcred  the  palace  of  St.  Cloud, 

from  which  he  had  been  absent  ten  months. 

The  Pcice  of  Tilsit  has  been  called  the  culminatinfr  point  of 
Napoleon's  career :  till  then,  his  star  had  been  risin;^.  Tiie  waters 
of  the  Niemen  rrflrrted  it  in  its  meridian  splendour ;  and  its  light, 
which  was  beiield  hum  aiiir,  tilled  suirouuding  nations  with  astonibh- 
ment  and  awe. 


END  OF  VOLUME  I. 
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